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PREFACE.  VS, 

to  hoftilities  with  Auftria;  the  report  of  M. 
Dumourier  to  the  king  in  council,  which  im- 
mediately produced  the  declaration  of  war; 
and  other  pieces  of  inferior  confideration. 

The  Appendix  to  the  Chronicle  has  been 
fnnilarly  enlarged.  This  has  been  done  part^ 
ly  to  include  feveral  valuable  documents  of 
lefs  folemn  form,  relative  to  the  French  hif- 
tory,  and  partly  to  preferve  the  principal  de- 
clarations and  refolutions  which  were  pub- 
liflied  in  1792,  by  the  different  aifociations  of 
oppofite  political  tenets,  into  which  our  own 
kingdom  was  then  unhappily  divided. 

We  cannot  prefent  to  the  public  thefe  fruits, 
fuch  as  they  are,  of  our  affiduous  refearches, 
without  obferving,  that  during  the  time, 
which  has  been  fpent  in  them,  we  have  not 
been  unmindful  of  our  ulterior  engagements. 
Two  other  volumes  have  been  fome  time  in 
preparation,  and  are  adually  in  the  prefs. 
They  will  appear  with  all  convenient  difpatch. 
We  have  for  each,  authentic  materials,  which 
we  know,  to  be  in  the  poireffion  of  no  other 
private  perfons. 

In  the  volume  for  1793,  which  is  in  great 
forwardnefs,  the  part  that  contains  the  origin 
of  the  war  between  France  and  this  coun- 
try, will  be  executed  in  the  fame  full  man- 
ner with  the  French  hiftory  in  the  prefent 
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volume.  Afterwards  when  adlual  hoflilities 
had  commenced,  and  the  French  republic  had 
acquired  fomething  of  an  eftablilhment,  we 
ihall  return  to  the  general  courfe  and  ftyle  of 
our  accuftomed  narrative.  Mankind  have 
little  comparative  concern  in  knowing  with 
accuracy  the  feries  of  crimes  and  follies  com- 
mitted by  immoral  power  of  whatever  form. 
Thefe  are  but  neceflary  confequences  of  fuch 
a  domination.  It  is  the  tranfition  of  great 
Itates  from  one  mode  of  exiflence  to  another, 
that  furnifhes,  perhaps,  the  moll  inftracltive 
lelTon  in  hiflory. 

The  delay,  which  from  the  caufes  thus  fub- 
mitted  to  the  public  has  taken  place  in  the 
appearance  of  the  prefent  volume,  has  expofed 
us  to  the  repetition  of  an  attempt  once  before 
made  to  injure  us.  We  fhall  not,  however, 
regret  the  time,  labour,  and  expence  beftowed 
to  finifh  the  work  in  a  manner  fatisfadtory  to 
ourfelves,  if  it  fhall  in  any  degree  procure  a 
continuance  of  that  indulgent  approbation, 
which  we  have  had  the  happinefs  fo  long 
to  experience,  and  the  remembrance  of 
which  muft  ever  incite  us  to  the  mofl  perfe- 
vering  and  diligent  difcharge  of  our  duty, 
confiftent  with  the  great  interefts  of  juftice 
and  truth. 
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PREFACE. 


THE  portion  of  hiftory  now  prefentecl  to  the 
Public,  occupies  confiderably  niore  than 
double  the  fpace  allotted  to  that  head  in  our 
former  volumes.  It  comprizes  the  tranfadlions 
of  much  more  than  a  fingle  year ;  and  the 
period  to  which  it  relates,  is  the  mod  critical 
and  interefting  in  the  prefent  century,  per- 
haps in  the  whole  fucceffion  of  centuries 
from  the  reign  of  Charlemagne.  With  the 
events,  here  narrated,  began  a  newcera  in  the 
fyftem  of  Europe.  The  long  eftabliflied  ba- 
lance of  power,  fhaken  by  repeated  wars, 
and  fettled  again  by  renewed  treaties,  has  been 
overturned  both  in  the  North  and  South  ;  the 
received  law  of  nations  has  been  antiquated; 
and  not  only  forms  of  government,  but  the 
firft  principles  of  politics,  aqcj  morals,  have 
undergone  a  revolution. 

On  fach  a  fubjedl,  we  thought  it  our  duty 
to  fpare  no  pains  in  the  compilation  of  docu- 
ments, and  the  inveftigation  of  facfts,  which 
could,  in  the  leaft  refped:,  tend  to  elucidate  an 
epoch,  likely  to  engage  the  particular  atten- 
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tion  of  future  hiftorians,  and  to  influence  the 
happinefs  or  mifery  of  diilant  generations. 
In  the  profecution  of  our  enquiries,  recourfe 
has  been  always  had  to  immediate  and  original 
authorities,  wherever  fuch  could  be  procured ; 
where  that  was  not  poffibie,  we  have  never 
failed  to  confult  the  bell  and  moft  authenti- 
cated accounts,  occaiionally  referring,  in  notes, 
to  the  various  fources  from  whence  our  in- 
formation was  derived.  Between  one  and  two 
hundred  pubUcations  of  different  defcriptions 
(fome  among  them  coniifting  of  feveral  vo- 
lumes) wdll  be  found  to  be  exprefsly  quoted; 
and  many  might  itill  have  been  added  to  the 
lift,  if  it  had  been  thought  proper  to  narhe 
more  than  one  or  two  of  the  principal,  which 
concurred  in  the  fame  teftimony.  We  have 
alfo  profited  not  a  little  from  the  private  com- 
munications of  perfons,  upon  w'hofe  veracity 
we  can  depend,  and  who  have  been  a6tively 
engaged  in  the  fcenes  here  defcribed,  in  Po- 
land, in  France,  at  Home,  and  in  the  campaigns 
of  the  Eaft. 

In  the  developement  of  the  northern  poli- 
tics, which  finally  led  to  the  total  deftrudlion 
of  the  old  balance  of  power  in  that  quarter, 
by  the  annihilation  of  Poland,  as  an  indepen- 
dent ftate,  much  care  has  been  beftowed ;  and, 
it  is  hoped,  not  altogether  in  vain.  A  fuller, 
3  as 
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as  well  as  more  impartial  hiflory  of  the  revo- 
lution in  that  unhappy  country,  and  of  all  the 
counfels  and  intrigues  conne6ted  with  it,  has 
been  attempted,  than  has  yet  appeared  in  any 
work,  foreign  or  domeftic,  which  has  come  to 
our  knowledge.  The  narrative  is  taken  up 
from  the  early  rudiments  of  that  meafure 
in  1789,  and  continued  down  to  the  firft  fub- 
mifiion  of  Warfaw  to  the  Ruffian  armies  in 
the  autumn  of  1792.  It  has  been  our  endea- 
vour, according  to  the  belt  of  our  judgment, 
to  preferve  the  degree  of  detail  due  to  tranf- 
adlions  of  fo  much  moment,  yet  upon  the 
prominent  features  of  which  there  exifts  no 
effential  difference  of  opinion  among  man- 
kind. 

The  French  hiflory,  contained  in  this  vo- 
lume, commences  from  the  time  when,  by 
the  expulfion  of  Necker  and  his  colleagues, 
the  original  leaders  of  the  revolution  got  the 
whole  power  of  the  Ifate  into  their  own 
hands ;  and  it  reacjies  down  to  the  adlual  fub- 
verfion  of  the  monarchy  in  Auguft  1792,  by 
an  open  attack  on  the  palace,  the  imprilbn- 
ment  of  the  king,  his  provifional  depofition, 
and  the  calling  of  a  convention  to  ratify,  by 
fome  appearance  of  the  general  will,  that 
anomalous  democracy  which  was  then  in 
effed:  eftabliflied  by  force.     It  is  a  period  of 
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fomething  lefs  than  two  years.  Yet  in  that 
iliort  fpace,  two  factions,  w^iich  had  fuccef- 
liveh^  rilen  to  popularity,  after  being  compel- 
led to  feek  their  own  fafety  by  uniting  to  fup- 
port  that  throne^  which  they  had  themfelves 
rendered  infecure,  were  crullied  together  un- 
der its  ruins ;  and  the  fa6lion,  which  feemed 
moft  triumphant  in  its  fall,  was  already  under- 
mined. This  period  is  alfo  marked  by  the 
breaking  out  of  a  w^ar  which  has  involved  the 
greater  part  of  Europe,  and  broken  in  pieces 
the  fylfem  of  the  South. 

The  feveral  fedls  of  revolutionifls  in  France, 
up  to  the  end  of  1792,  have,  each  in  its  turn, 
had  their  admirers  and  advocates  in  this,  as  in 
every  other  neighbouring  nation  ;  and  many, 
wdio  have  long  fuice  been  difgufted  by  the  crimes 
that  have  followed,  are  dill  as  lavhh  as  ever  in 
their  praife  of  the  principles,  with  \vhich  the 
revolution  fet  out.  Many  too,  who  at  this  mo- 
ment fee  wdth  alarm  and  indignation  the  am- 
bition and  injuflice  of  our  enemies,  yet  afiert 
them  to  have  taken  arms  originally  in  the  juft 
defence  of  their  own  Hberty,  and  impute  all 
their  crimes  and  calamities  to  the  war  into 
which  they  are  reprefented  to  have  been  forced. 
Some,  though  comparatively  few,  have  uni- 
formly adhered  to  every  thing,  which  has  been 
done  by  all  the  different  demagogues  and  tyrants 
a  of 
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of  that  opprefTed  country.  Others  (and  we  be- 
lieve them  to  be  by  far  the  greateft  number) 
have,  for  a  longtime,  asuniverfallydifapproved 
alike  the  principles  and  conduct  of  the  French 
revokition.  On  ail  fides  the  paffions  are  kindled 
by  the  nature  and  importance  of  the  queftions 
which  are  agitated,  inflame  the  contention, 
and  tinge  every  furrounding  objecSl  with  the 
colour  of  their  own  light. 

In  fuch  circumftances,  the  tafk  of  the  con- 
temporary hiftorian,  always  delicate,  is  clog- 
ged with  new  difficulties.  There  is  no  evidence 
on  which  he  can  implicitly  rely.  There  are 
no  readers,  who  can  coolly  eftimate  what  he 
writes.  He  fhould  keep  a  check  on  the  bias 
of  his  own  opinions :  for  opinions  he  mull: 
have:  to  be  indifferent,  in  fuch  a  jundure 
of  civil  fociety,  would  be  a  crime.  In  all  the 
more  difputed  paffages  of  the  tranfa61ions, 
which  he  has  to  relate  (fuch  as  are  all  thofe  of 
the  period  comprehended  in  the  prefent  vo- 
lume) we  fee  but  one  way,  which  he  can  fafe- 
ly  and  honeftly  purfue,  though  at  the  riik:  of 
rendering  his  compofition  cumberfome,  dif- 
jointed,  and  fpiritlefs.  He  muft  embody,  as 
it  were,  the  evidence  in  the  flory  itfelf,  by  in- 
ferting  ample  extracts  from  the  fpeeches  and 
declarations  of  the  principal  a6lors  on  each 
fide;  he  muft  trace  their  proceedings  ftep  by 
ftep,  and  almoil:  day  by  day,  fcrupuloufly  re- 
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garding  the  order  of  time ;  and  he  mufl  ac- 
cumulate every  fa6t,  which  can  ilhiftrate  their 
deiigns  and  difpoiltions.    In  afcertaining  his 
fadts,  he  fliould  ufe  more  than  ordinary  cir- 
cumfpe6lion.  The  heft  teftimony  is  that,  which 
witneiTes  furnifh  againil  themfelves;  and  on 
that  he  Ihould  bottom  himfdf  wherever  he 
can.     What  remains,  he  fliould  fupply,  as  far 
as  he  is  able,  from   folemn  documents,    and 
public  ftatements,  admitted,  or  at  leaft  uncon- 
tradicted by  adverfaries,  whofe  intereft  it  was 
to  refute  them.     He  fliould  ftudy  the  charac- 
ters, not  only  of  oppoflte  parties,  but  of  indi- 
viduals, and  receive  nothing  but  with  extreme 
jealoufy  from  thofe,  whom  he  fliall  have  once 
found  guilty  of  employing  deliberate  fraud. 
He  muft  compare  all,  coUedt  from  all,  but  fur- 
render  his  own  judgment   to   none.     Many 
things,  unneceflTary  to  the  prefent  times,   he 
muft  preferve  for  the  inilruclion  of  pofterity ; 
many  more,  which  will  appear  tedious,  when 
the  general  truth  of  the  ftory  fliall  have  been 
once  agreed,  he   muft  dilate  to  meet  exifting 
prejudices,  errors,  or  mifreprefentations.     To 
thofe  who  fliall  come  after,  it  muft  be  left  to 
catch  the  more  ftriking  refults,  combine  them 
with  effed,  difpofe  them  in  harmonious  maf- 
fes,  and  delineate  them  with  a  rapid,  but  firm 
pencil. 

There  is  alfo  a  peculiar  difadvantage  un- 
der 
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der  which  we  labour,  in  writhig  contempo- 
rary hiftory  by  detached  pieces.  What  has 
been  pafTed  over  in  its  proper  place,  as  compa- 
ratively infignificant,  will  fometimes  appear 
afterwards  to  be  of  the  higheft  importance ; 
and  fometimes  new  light  will  be  refiedted 
from  new  information.  Some  inftances,  of 
both  kinds,  occur  in  the  prefent  volume.  Such 
are,  the  account  of  the  abortive  inquiry  into 
the  crimes  of  the  5th  and  6th  of  06lober  1789, 
before  the  court  of  the  Cliatelet,  and  the  bloody 
tales  of  Nimes  and  Avignon  :  fabje«5ls,  the 
complete  knowledge  of  which  feemed  efiential 
to  a  true  eilimate  of  the  firft  alTembly.  We 
take  the  liberty  too,  of  dired:ing  the  reader's 
attention  to  the  review,  which  is  attempted  in 
the  Vlllth  chapter  of  the  progrefs  of  the  Re- 
volution, during  the  time  of  the  firft  affem- 
bly,  the  predifpofing  caufes  of  that  event,  and 
its  moral  and  political  operation  at  home  and 
abroad.  The  prefs  was  kept  ftanding  a  long 
time,  that  we  might  avail  ourfelves  of  fome 
very  important  authorities,  which  had  been 
promifed  to  the  world ;  and  which  have  occa- 
Honed  that  part  to  grow  under  our  hands,  to 
a  magnitude  which,  if  we  had  forefeen,  we 
fliould  have  been  induced  to  have  formed  it 
into  a  feparate  chapter. 

Our  domeftic  affairs  we  have  aimed  to  treat, 
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as  they  feemed  to  require,  in  a  fort  of  middle 
manner;  more  than  commonly  full,  but  not 
fo  minute  as  that  which  has  been  applied  to 
the  affairs  of  France. 

The  colle(fi[ion  of  Rate-papers  is,  of  courfe, 
imiifually  copious.  Many  of  them,  and  thofe 
perhaps  tl^e  moll  interefting,  we  do  not  recol- 
le6l  ever  before  to  have  feen  in  the  Enp^liih 
language  ;  and  others  have  only  been  knowq 
by  imperfe(ft  and  partial  tranilations.  Among 
the  former  are;  the  covin ter-complaints  of  the 
court  of  BruiTels  againil:  the  French,  for  pro- 
tecting the  Emigrants,  ancl  encouraging  the 
malcontents  of  the  Auftrian  Netherlands  ;  the 
difpatches,  which  ftate  the  fatisfadlory  con- 
du6l  of  the  ElecSlor  Palatine,  and  the  Eledlor  of 
Treves, in  difperfmgthe  affemblagespf  French 
Emigrants,  and  thofe,  which  evince  the  pacific 
intentions  of  the  court  of  Turin,  and  the  un- 
prepared condition  of  Spain;  the  king's  procla- 
mation on  the  furpenfiqn  of  Petion  and  Ma- 
nuel ;  Briflbt's  report  on  the  negotiations  wdth 
Geneva,  and  the  principles  of  the  new  diplo-r 
macy  ;  the  anfvver  of  the  prefident  Gregoire  to 
the  Savoyard  deputies,  which  was  printed  and 
circulated  as  the  manilefto  of  all  nations  againft 
kings  ;  and  fome  of  the  addirelTes  from  the 
f^nglifli  focieties  :  among  the  latter  are,  the 
whole    official    correfpondence,    which    led 
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Connefiion  of  the  Polijh  re'volution  nvith  the  ivar  of  the  North  already  re- 
lated,    and   the  fubfequent    French   ^Mar~      Situation  of  affairs   before  the 
diet   in  the  beginning  of  1 7 89.      Character   of  the  Poles — of  Frederick- 
William — of    StanijIau:-jiugnJiuS'--his  fittiaticn   and  prudence-— his    ad- 
monition  to   the  diet   againji  precipitate   reforms,    'when    they  nuere  going; 
to    confeder   of  the   abolition  of  the  perrnanent    council.     Motion  for   that 
abolition,   and  the  repeal  of   all    the   regulations    of  1 775    and    ijyS, 
made    by    Count  Stanijlaus    Potocki,    and   after    tivo    days   debates   car- 
ried by   a   very    large  majority.       Diet    returns   to   the  conf deration   cf 
the  finance f.      Land-tax  propofed.       Generous    beha-viour    cf  all  parties 
and  orders   of  men  in  the  diet,  particularly  of  the  clergy.     Strong  fpi- 
rit  Jheixin  to  protect  the  peafants,  and  encouraged  by  the  king— his  oivn 
liberality  to  the  public   treafury.     Difputes   nvith  RuJJia   about   the  e'va~ 
citation   of  the   republic  by    her   troops.      Coffpiracy   and  irfurreSiion  fo- 
mented by  RuJJia.      Pa/fage  refufed  to   RuJJian  troops.      E?nprefs    orders 
the   compleat    evacuation    of   the    Polijh    territories,   and   promifes  Jatif- 
fadion  for  all  damage   done   by   them.      Confequent   influence  of  the  kinjr 
ef  Prujjia   and  the  Britijh  minifter  at   Warfauu,     Profecution  of  Prince 
Poninjki,  for  his  conduct  as   marjhal  of  the    diet   ivhicL  fandioned   the 
partition  in    1 775.     Profpe£ti--Vi  re  dud  ion  of  the  value  cf  the   hi Jho pries 
nvhen  they  Jhould  become  -vacar,:,  frailar  in  principle  to  the  ceccnomical  re- 
form  here  in  1782  ;  directly  oppofte  to  the  confifcaticn  of  the  property  of  the 
clergy    in   France  about   the  fame   time  voith  this  ecclcfiajiical  refoi  w  in 
Poland.     Storming  of  the  Bajlile  no^<J  knovjn  in  PolaJid.      Efleits  of  the 
French  revolution  on  Poland.     Committee  for  reporting  on  the  plan  of  ci 
conjiiiution  appointed.       Deputation  of  the  royal  free  cities  and  towns  to 
Vol;  XXXIV.  [^]  ohdin 
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obtain   a  rejioraticn  of  their    a7itient   prinjileges.       Gefteral  dijpcfition  in 
their  fwycur.     7 he  deputies  are  i7itroduced  at  court,  and  their  caufe  patro- 
ni%ed  by  the  king.     They  prefent  a  memorial  to  the  diet.     Their  modera- 
tion.    Injortnality  in  their  mode  of  proceeding.     They  are  direiled  to  apply 
through  the  proper  legal  channels  ;    and  a  ccmtnittee  is  named  by  the  iing, 
frtm  pcrj'ons  favourable  to  them,  to  recei've  and  report    upon    their  grie- 
iiances.     Committee  of  the  ccnjHtutio7i  proceeds  n/jitb  great  deliberation. 
King  cf  PiuJJla  offers  his  alliance,  but  requires,  as  preliminary  conditions^ 
the  augmentation  cf  the  Polijh  army,  and  a  go'venwient  of  more  ftrength  a7id 
ft  ability.     Report  cf  the  committee   called  for :    made  by   the    bijhop    of 
Ka.miniec,  'who,  after  recomfnending  cautio7i,  propofes    certain  principles  of 
melioration,  contained  in  eight  articles.     Short  account  of  the  7noJi  import a7it 
points.     All  the  articles  pafjed,  at  the  recomme7tdatio7i  of  the  king.     Diet 
adjourns  for  the  Chrijhnas  recefs.      Uni'verfals  of  the  marjhals,  recapitii- 
lati7ig  all  the  meafures    of  the  diet,  and  exhort i7ig  the  nation  to  internal 
union.     Public  thankjgt-ving  in  all  the  churches  direSled  by  the  kijig,  far 
the  una7iimity  njoith  'which  the  diet  had  begun  the  reform  of  their  conjii- 
tution. 


IN  the  conclufion  of  the  laft  vo- 
lume  it  was   obferved   that  the 
clofe  of  the  year  1791  formed  a  fort 
of  natural  ep.'.ch.  But  in  the  train  of 
human  evenls,  though  many  things 
happen  which  no  wifdom  Ihort  of 
infinite  could  fon  fee,  yet  nothing  is 
abrupt ;  no  part  of  hiftory  is  wholly 
detached  and  Infulated  from  the  reft. 
The    tran^aftions    of   one    period 
branch   into,   and   inofculate-  with, 
thofe     of    another;     they    follow 
from   the  paft  as  from  their  caufe, 
or  they  lead  to   the   future   as  to 
their    efFeft:    and   the    fortunes   of 
diftant  countries,  efpecially  in  that 
artificial    fyftem   which     has    long 
been  maintained  with  {0  much  jea- 
loufy  in  Europe,    reciprocally    in- 
fluence   and    are    influenced,    even 
where  no  diredt  connexion  or  fym- 
pathy  exifts. 

The  revolution  of  Poland  is 
the  link  of  union  between  the  por- 
tion of  hiftory,  which  ends  with 
the  general  pacification  of  Europe 
in  I79i>  and  that  in  which  we 
now  are,  comprehending  the  origin. 


progrefs,  and  iflue,whatever  that  fhall 
be,  of  the  fanguinary  and  ferocious 
war,  which  was  begun  by  France 
in  1792,  and  ftiortly  after  involved 
all  the  great  military  and  maritime 
powers  of  Europe.     It  is  the  proper 
fequel  of  the  one,  and  the  beft  intro- 
dudion  to  the  other.     It  arofe  by  de- 
grees out  of  the  circumftances  of 
the  North,  already  related  ;  and  the 
remote  confequences  of  it  are  ftill 
vifible  in  the  afi^airs  of  the    South. 
Though  it   by  no  means  had  that 
community  of  principle    with  the 
French  revolution,  which  has  been 
attributed  to  it  from  different  mo- 
tives, alike  by    profelled  admirers 
and  declared  enemies;  yet  in  fome 
points  the  two  events  certainly  did 
affe*.^   each    other;  again  ft  both  a 
common    league    is    fald,  whether 
truly  ©r  falfely,  to  have  been  form- 
ed; and  on  the  fubjeft  of  both,  an 
appeal  was  made  to  aims  nearly  in 
the  fame  moment. 

We  have  feen,  *  that  in  the  latter, 
part  of  1788,  and  the  beginning  of 
1789,  the  confederated  diet  had  al- 


*  Vol.  x>:xi. 
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{■eady  made  fome  progrefs  in  affert- 
ing  the  independence  of  their  coun- 
try. But  the  great  tafk  yet  remained: 
to  fecure  refpedl  abroad  as  well  as 
tranquillity  at  home,  it  was  necefTai  y 
to  eftablifh  a  government  capable  of 
enforcing  both. 

To  the  fuccefs  of  this  arduous  and 
delicate  undertaking  the  character 
of  the  people  was  very  unfavourable, 
if  we  may  believe  the  late  king  of 
Pruffia,  who  wanted  neither  induce- 
ment nor  opportunity  to  Uudy  ihem. 
They  are  reprefented  by  him,  as  * 
"  heads  withoutlogic,  light  and  fri- 
"  volous  beyond  every  other  people 
•'  in  Europe."  In  truth  they  were, 
(too  many  of  them)  at  once  venal 
and  intraftable,  fierce,  jealous  of  their 
liberty,  impetuous  and  reftlefs,  while 
they  felt  the  baneful  operation  of  an 
internal  evil  which  they  knew  not 
how  to  remedy  ;  running  about  to 
all  the  political  theoriils  who  were 
the  fafliion  of  the  day,  and  requeft- 
ing  from  them  a  plan  for  the  at- 
tainment of  that  public  happinefs 
which  could  refult  only  from  the  dif- 
cipline  of  their  own  minds.  But 
time  and  adverfuy,  the  two  great 
inftruftors  of  mankind,  had  now 
taught  the  Poles  the  falutary  lellbns 
of  their  fchool ;  and  a  great  majo- 
rity of  the  le  ding  nobles  had  fettled 
into  a  ftcady  convidion,  that  the 
fource  of  all  their  calamities  lay  in 
thofe  anarchical  privileges  which 
they  had  too  long  confounded  with 
liberty. 

With  thefe  good  difpofiticns,  they 
found  in  the  reigning  king  of  Pruf- 
fia, what  they  had  never  before  ex- 
perienced,   a    powerful    neighbour 


capable  of  protefting  them,  who 
feemed  now  to  have  his  eyes  opened 
tohis  true interefts,  and  tofee  his  own 
fecurity  not  in  their  weaknefs  but 
in  their  profperity.  Nor  were  they 
lefs  fortunate  in  their  own  monarch. 
They  beheld  on  their  throne  a  na- 
tive prince,  who  to  the  ardent  defire 
which  he  ever  felt  of  being  the  be- 
nef'aclor  and  fathe-  of  his  people, 
had  now  joined  what  he  before  did 
rot  polTefs,  the  confidence  and  af- 
fedion  of  his  fubjeds.  "  The  king 
"  was  one  with  the  nation,  (as  he 
"  faid  himfelf)  and  the  nation  all 
"  with  the  king." 

The  part  experience,  however, 
of  Staniflaus-Auguftus  had  rendered 
him  cautious.  Scarcely  was  the 
crown  placed  upon  his  head,  when  f, 
propofing  to  flrike  at  the  root  of 
their  diftradions,  by  abolifhing  the 
abfolute  negative  claimed  by  every 
nuncio  in  the  free  diets,  he  fell  under 
the  difpleafure  of  the  two  courts, 
which  had  concurred  in  his  eleva- 
tion. Not  long  after,  among  other 
reforms,  he  ereded  boards  of  com- 
milTioners  for  the  management  of 
the  treafury  and  army,  and  he  creat- 
ed a  bench  of  judges  learned  in  the 
law,  to  exercife  the  important  ju- 
rifdidion  of  the  marfhal's  court.  By 
thefe  meafures  he  rexlored  the  fi- 
nances, brought  the  army,  Imall  as 
it  was,  to  be  an  effedive  force,  and 
provided  in  fome  menlire  for  the 
due  admii^illration  of  juflice  J  :  but 
he  diffatisiied  all  the  great  piafts 
who  afpired  to  the  high  offices  which 
overfhadowed  the  throne.  Ke  fa- 
voured the  petitions  of  the  difTidents 
for  a  toleration;  and  the  whole  ca- 


*  Memoires  de  1763,  jufqu'a  1775,  under  the  year  1773. 
•}•  lb.  under  the  years  1764.  and  176^. 

I  Ih.  and  the  able  Letters  on  Poland,  "publifhed  by  Payne  in  J773.    Letter  I, 
t«\v.irds  the  end. 
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tholic  church,  which  was  the  domi- 
nant religion,  laity  as  well  as  clergy, 
railed  a  general  cry    againil  him. 
'l"he  difiidents  entered  into  a  confe- 
deracy, under  the  proceftion  of  the 
emprefscf  RulTia,  the  catholics  ap- 
plied for  aid  to  the  court  of  Vienna, 
and  the  king  of  Pruffia  amufed  both 
parties  :     yet    ultimately    diflidents 
and  catholics  compromiied  ilieir  re- 
ligious   differences    to    meet    each 
ttuer  in  a  grand  confedemcy  againil 
tne   crown ;  and  the    three    neigh- 
bouring potentates  forgot  all  their 
eld  political  jealoufies  to  unite  in 
the  plunder  of  Poland.     After  fuf- 
ierirg  every  diitrefs,  and  efcaping 
by  little  lefs  than  a  miracle  from  a 
mo!"!:  defperate  attempt  on  his  life, 
the  virtuous  and  accomplifned  king 
of  tliis  unfortunate  country  had  the 
iiiorcihcation  to  behold  an  affliding 
fcene  of  civil  confufion  and  devaf- 
tation  only  t>;rminated  at  lail;  by  the 
difraemberment  of  his  kingdom,  and 
the    formal  annihilation  of  all   the 
little  authority  which  he  originally 
poffefled  in  its  internal  government. 
The  crown -fiefs,  called  the  Starof- 
ties,  were  taken  out  of  his  difpofal. 
He  was  no  longer  to  have  the  free 
nomination  of  the  bifhops,  palatines, 
cailellans,  and  minifters  who  formed 
the  fenate  ;  and  who,  fubjefl  as  they 
were  to  royal  inRuence,  conilituted 
the  only  cffeflive  llrength  and  bul- 
\wirk  of  the  throne.     He  could  not 
even  appoint  comniiflioneis  to  tlie 
boards, or  judges  to  the  bench,  which 
he  had  inllituted.     All  internal  re- 
gulations intended  to  be  fubmitted 
10  a  diet,  and  all  foreign  meafures, 
in    every  llage    of  their    progrefs, 
were  to  be  decided  by  the  majority 
of  a  permanent  council,  in  which, 
during  the  intervals  of  the  diets,  all 
power  was  now  lodged,  and  v.hich, 
'.l.ough  nominally  the  agent  of  the 
ifewB,  was  indeed    a  cejiimijr.an 


for  the  execution  of  his  office,  thsft 
did  not  leave  him  the  real  efficiency 
left  by  himfclf  to  the  great  offi- 
cers of  the  realm  at  their  refpeftive 
boards. 

Looking  back  on  thefe  incidents 
of  his  life,  he  could  not  creduloully 
truil  every  flattering  appearance  of 
fupport  either  from  within  or  with- 
out. He  feenis  therefore  to  have 
felt  the  ground  under  him  before  he 
advanced.  Above  all  he  fought,  by 
a  gentle  refiftance,  to  put  the  firmnefs 
of  his  people  to  the  teft,  and  to  dif- 
tinguifh  their  ferious  and  deliberate 
wifhes  from  the  fudden  elFervefcence 
of  the  moment.  The  latter  he  em- 
ployed all  his  influence  to  allay,  but 
by  the  former  he  guided  his  condu6l 
as  far  as  wifdom  and  prudence  would 

allow\     In  this  fpirit  it     ,  ^, 

,         ,         ^     .         fan.  gth, 
was.  that  when  mention    -"      ^ 

was  firft  made  of  im-  '  "* 
proving  the  internal  condition  of  the 
republic,  he  warned  the  diet,  that 
the  good  intentions  which  they  ma- 
nifelted, and  which  he  highly  praifed, 
might  fail  of  all  their  eifed,  if  they 
Ihould  at  once  attempt  precipitate 
reforms  in  the  whole  frame  of  the 
government.  And  thus  did  he  pre- 
pare them  for  the  confideration  of 
the  great  queftion  which  he  fuggeH- 
ed,  as  to  the  manner  in  which  the 
ftate  fhould  be  adminiflered  during 
the  intervals  of  the  diet;  a  queftion 
in  truth  involving  no  lefi  than  all 
the  fplendour,  dignity,  and  authority 
of  the  crown. 

Count  Staniflaus  PotocI;i,  nun- 
cio of  Lublin,  a  nobleman  muchanti 
very  defervedly  in  the  confidence 
of  his  fovereign,  then  propoied 
the  abolition  of  the  ,Per?}:ancnt 
Coimcil,  together  with  all  the  re- 
gulations of  1775  and  1776;  but 
leveral  warm  and  tumultuous  debates 
took  place  en  different  days,  before 
this  opening  was  mride  to  the  revo- 
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lution  which  followed.  In  the  fcC- 
iion  of  the  17th,  the  mover  of  the 
propofitlon  took  occafion  to  exprefs 
his  hopes,  that  from  the  day,  which 
gave  his  majelly  birth,  the  kingdom 
might  alfo  date  the  origin  of  a  new 
and  more  happy  defliny:  yet  true 
to  his  policy,  the  king  once  more 
recommended  moderation.  He  ob- 
ferved,  that  the  propofition  was  a 
direft  infringement  of  the  treaties 
with  the  neighbouring  powers;  and 
what  other  faf-ty  have  we,  he  afked ; 
to  what  other  fupport  and  protedion 
can  we  look?  Headvifedthem  there- 
fore to  reficd,  and  adjourned  the  fei- 
iion.  The  fubjeifl,  however,  coming 
at  laft  to  be  difcuffed,  he  declared, 
that  "  it  was  ever  his  intention,  as 
"  he  thought  it  his  duty,  to  partake 
"  the  weal  or  woe  of  his  country, 
"  but  he  wiflied  to  find  unanimity 
*'  in  their  refolves."  A  long  and 
animated  debate  enfued,  but  in  the 
conclufion  the  queftion  for  the  abo- 
lition was  carried  by  a  majority  of 
one  hundred  and  twenty  to  eleven: 
thirty-one  members  arc  faid  to  have 
been  prefent,  who  did  not  vote. 

This  decifive  meaiure  having 
been  taken,  the  diet  paufed  on  the 
fcheme  of  government,  which  was 
to  be  iublUtuted,  and  reverted  co  the 
points  which  had  previoully  occupied 
the  attention  of  the  nation.  Ac- 
cordingly they  proceeded  with  the 
confideration  ofthe  ways  and  means 
for  eitabl idling  a  permanent  reve- 
nue, equal  to  the  expenditure,  which 
the  new  fituation  of  the  country,  and 
principally  the  projefted  angmenta- 
tion  of  the  army,  might  demand. 
The  fubjeft  was  frequently  renewed  ; 
till  ultimately  a  land-tax  was  im- 
pofed  en  the  following  plan:  the 
Starofis,  or  pofieilors  of  the  crown- 
fiefs,  were  in  future  to  pay  one  half 
of  their    income,   inllead    of  one 


fourth,  which  they  before  paid;  the 
clergy  (with  an  exception  favour- 
able to  fome  of  the  poorer  eccleii- 
allical  corporations)  were  ail'eiled  at 
twenty/^;-  cent.;  and  all  proprietors 
of  hereditary  fiefs  atid  allodial  lands 
at  ten  j>er  ce?it.  of  the  yearly  value  of 
their  eilates. 

In  the  courfe  of  the  various  deli- 
berations which  led  to  this  conclu- 
fion, fome  circumftances  occurred  of 
too  much  importance  in  marking 
the  temper  of  all  ranks  and  parties 
i:i  the  diet,  to  be  pafied  over  in 
filence.  Many  of  the  richeit  Sta- 
roilies  were  in  the  hands  of  the  lea- 
ders on  both  fides.  It  was  natural 
therefore  to  expedl  fome  oppofition 
to  (o  heavy  a  burthen  being  laid  on 
them,  yet  none  appears  to  have  been 
attempted.  They  m.ade  the  facri- 
fice  required  of  them  by  their 
country  with  difinterelled  alacrity. 
There  was  no  difcord  till  the  quei- 
tion  came  for  the  apportionment  o{ 
the  tax  on  church  lands.  Then 
fome  of  the  more  violent  fpeakers 
on  the  popular  fide  wanted  to  carry 
the  afleilbent  ftill  higher;  but  the 
king,  the  court  party,  and  all  the 
graver  perfons  of  both  houfes,  com- 
bated the  propofition,  as  contrary 
to  all  equity,  indeed  it  was  faid  to 
be  reafonable  that  tlie  clergy  Ihould 
even  be  relieved  from  the  benevo- 
lence, called  the  gratuitous  gift, 
which  they  had  been  accullomed  to 
pay.  The  clergy  however  now  came 
forward,  and  declared,  that  to  give 
a  new  proof  of  their  zeal  for  the 
profperity  of  their  country,  they 
were  willing  to  let  the  gratuitous 
gift  remain  independently  of  the 
twenty  per  cent,  to  which  they  had 
not  objefted;  and  this  liberal  ad- 
vance on  their  part  rertored  unani- 
mity to  the  public  councils.  Nei- 
ther did  the  great  body  of  the  diet, 

[^]  3  on 
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on  whom  the  general  land-tax  fell, 
do  themfelvcs  lefs  honour.  Infor- 
mation having  been  given  that  feme 
lords  had  not  only  laid  the  newimpoib 
on  their  vaffals,  but  had  even  made 
them  continue  the  payment  of  the 
temporary  taxes  which  had  now 
expired ;  the  aflembly  inftantly  took 
lire  at  the  intelligence.  Many 
members  exprefled  in  lively  terms 
their  honour  anddetefcation  of  fuch 
oppreffion;  and  the  king,  who  by 
an  early  a£l:  of  his  reign  had  lirft 
placed  the  lives  of  the  peafantry 
under  the  protection  of  the  law, 
feized  this  occafion  of  imprefling 
the  miferies  of  their  condition  with 
all  his  eloquence  on  the  feelings  of 
the  nobles.  The  refuk  was,  that 
the  board  of  treafury  was  direfted  to 
circulate,  in  the  name  of  the  afiem- 
bled  ftates,  a  prohibitory  edidt  re- 
quiring the  krds  to  abftain  from 
thefe  and  all  other  oppreflions  on 
their  vaffals,  who  were  in  no  way  to 
be  charged  with  the  new  land-tax. 
To  complete  the  whole,  in  this  con- 
left  of  generofity,  the  king  made  the 
public  treafury  a  prefent  of  300,000 
florins  a  year  from  the  lands  appro- 
priated to  the  maintenance  of  his 
table. 

In  the  mean  time  the  evacuation 
of  Poland  by  the  Ruffian  troops  went 
on  flow'ly.  Count  Stackelberg,  the 
Ruffian  ambaiTador,  procraftinated 
and  explained,  in  a  tone  of  modera- 
tion not  common  to  the  diplomacy 
of  his  court,  and  ftiil  lefs  fo  in  cor- 
refpondence  with  the  court  of  War- 
faw  :  while  field-marfhal  Romanzow, 
to  whom  the  emprefs  had  given  the 
command  in  the  Ukraine,  remon- 
ilrated  a  little  more  in  the  ftyle  of  a 
general  at  the  head  of  a  viflorious 
army.  On  the  other  hand,  the  Poles 
became  more  and  more  refolute^  ?-sA 


menaces  were  thrown  out  in  tlis 
diet  of  applying  to  the  king  of 
Pruffia,  for  fuccours  to  drive  out  the 
Ruffians  by  force.  The  negociation 
was  rtill  pending,  when  a  plot  to 
excite  an  infurrefiion  among  the 
peafants  of  the  Greek  religion  was 
denounced  to  the  diet,  and  imputed 
to  the  machinations  of  Ruffia.  A 
prelate  of  that  nation,  who  was  alfq 
abbot  of  a  Greek  convent  at  Sluck 
in  Lithuania,  was  feized  and  carried 
prifoner  to  Warfaw.  charged  with  be- 
ing an  accomplice  in  tlie  confpiracy. 
He  was  demanded  by  the  Ruffian  mi- 
nifter,as  an  imperial  fubjeft;  but  not- 
withftanding,  proceedings  were  infti- 
tuted  againll  him  before  the  proper 
ecclefiaftical  tribunal.  This  inci- 
dent added  new  fuel  to  the  flame,  fuf- 
ficiently  hot  before ;  and  the  oppor- 
tunity was  not  negledled  of  bring- 
ing forward  additional  n-ieafures  to; 
eradicate  the  influence  of  the  em- 
prefs. The  Greek  priefts,  who  ufed 
publicly  to  p'^ay  for  her  in  their 
churches,  were  forbidden  to  continue 
the  pradice,  as  familiarizing  their 
congregations  to  look  up  to  a  fo- 
reign power  rather  than  to  their 
own  natural  (bvereign ;  and  all 
members  of  that  communion,  who 
were  not  regularly  domiciled  in 
Poland,  or  who  refufed  to  take  the 
oath  of  allegiance,  were  ordei^d 
immediately  to  quit  her  territories. 
A  pretext  too  was  from  hence  taken 
by  the  <\\st,  firfl  for  hefitating,  and 
afterwards  for  declining  to  grant  a 
free  paffage,  which  the  court  of  Pe- 
terfhurg  had  now  the  condefcenflon 
to  a&,  for  a  large  body  of  Ruffian 
troops,  whofe  direft  road  lay  through 
Poiiili  Ukraine.  An  offer  was 
indeed  made  after  a  time  to  al- 
low them  a  paflage,  but  under 
fuch  reftridions    as  plainly  could 

not 
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TiOl  be  accepted.     At  length  count 

,     .  Stackelberg,  in  the  name 

4th^J  une,  ^f  i^j^  nrlftrefs,  gave  offi- 

'"  5'  cial  notice,  thac  all  the 
military  magazines  fhould  be  tranf- 
ported  to  the  other  fide  of  the 
Dniefter,  and  anotlier  line  of  march 
be  given  to  the  troops,  fo  as  to  avoid 
the  frontiers  of  the  republic.  He 
made  ftill  further  rubmilfion  to  juftice 
and  neceflity;  and  promifed  com- 
penfation  for  the  damages  already 
done  by  the  Ruffian  armies. 

The  neceflary  confequence  of  the 
fituation  which  we  have  jull:  de- 
fcribed  with  regard  to  Rufiia,  was 
•daily  to  draw  the  king  and  diet  into 
a  clofer  union  with  Frederick- Wil- 
liam. His  mediation  with  the  court 
of  Peterfburg  was  formally  re- 
quefted.  Every  difpatch  was  tranf- 
mitted  to  him  on  its  arrival,  and  no 
anfwer  was  fent  without  his  privity 
and  approbation;  while  at  Warfaw 
his  miniilsr,  fupported  by  the  minif- 
ter  of  Great  Britain,  held  perpetual 
conferences  of  the  moll  confidential 
nature  with  the  committee  for  fo- 
reign affairs,  of  which  count  Ma- 
lachowilci,  the  marlhal  of  the  diet, 
and  head  of  the  country  party,  was 
prefident.  Of  circum'lauces  like 
thefe  it  is  not  to  be  imagined  that 
the  king  of  Pruffia  did  not  avail 
himfelf;  and  he  managed  the  jutic- 
ture  with  dexterity.  He  haftened 
on  the  firtl  application  to  give  every 
affiirance  calculated  to  confir^n  the 
influence  which  he  had  already  ob- 
tained. He  declared  *  that,  fetting 
the  highelt  value  on  the  friendlbip 
of  the  republic,  he  would  ever  make 
it  one  of  the  iirll  objefts  of  his  reign 
to  perpetuate  and  ftrengthen  a  con- 


neflion  no  lefs  expedient  than  mu- 
tually neceffary  for  the  two  fiates, 
and  originating  in  common  intorefls 
of  the  moileilentia  ki  d.  Upon  this 
principle  he  held  forth  a  ne\v  tre  ity 
of  alliance  and  guara  'tee  to  prote.l 
the  independency  and  fovereignty  of 
Poland,  as  well  as  a  revidon  of  the 
comm.;rcial  treaty;  and  inlliantiy 
upon  his  part  propoied  giving  every 
reafonabienc  lity  in  his  power  to  the 
commerce  of  Litliuania  with  Eaftern 
Prulfia,  on  condition  tiiat  iome  late 
regulations  of  the  cuftom-houlss  on 
the  frontiers  of  the  grand  dutchy 
fhould  be  repealed.  Yet,  although 
he  took  care  to  let  it  be  known  how 
much  he  approved  the  dilpofition  of 
Poland  to  vindicate  her  own  inde- 
pendency, he  nev.'ithelefs  adviied  a 
temperate  and  circumfped  addrefs, 
a  conciliatory  appeal  to  the  equity 
and  magnanimity  of  the  emprefs. 
His  ambaffador  at  Warfaw  even 
found  it  neceflary  to  defer.d  himfelf 
as  ag  iinll:  a  ch.arge,  from  the  impu- 
tation of  having  too  much  foftened 
one  of  the  official  anfwers  to  count 
Stackelberg.  But  the  mailer- ftroke 
of  Pi  ufTian  policy  was  th-  deference 
which  the  king  and  his  minillers,  in 
all  their  tranfaiflions,  often tatioufly 
paid  to  the  court  of  London.  No- 
thing could  be  better  conceived  to 
give  tlie  Poles  a  firm  faith  in  the  fm- 
cerity  and  uprightnefs  of  hi  /'ews. 
For  England,  it  was  rememb  r  ;d, 
had  formerly  interfered  on  occ.iii  )a 
of  the  partition  in  1773;  and  could 
not  feel  any  of  the  1  itle  partial  in- 
tcreils  wluch  might  be  fuppofed 
liable  fom  tim'  s  to  warp  the  inte- 
grity of  a  king  of  Pruflia.  ''"h?  co- 
operation of  this  country,  therefore. 


*  Particularly  in  the  note  of  the  Fruffian  miniftry  to  the  Polifh  ambaffador, 
dated  Berlin,  7th  March,  1789. 
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was  juftly  confidered  as  the  ftrongeft 
pledge  of  fair-dealing  in  the  court 
of  Berlin;  and  it  was  with  the 
confidence,  and  to  the  fatisfaftion  of 
all,  that  about  the  time  of  which  we 
are  fpeaking  *  Mr.  Hailes  in  a 
manner  direfted  the  whole  foreign 
fyflem  of  Poland. 

The   Poles  perhaps  would  have 
afted    wifely  in  feeking   an  union 
among  their  own   factions.     They 
Ihould  have  granted  an  amnefty  to 
all  concerned  in  the  part  partition, 
and    the  fandlion   finally  given  to 
it  in  1775.  Too  many  of  their  great 
nobles  were  more  or  lefs  implicated  ; 
and  all  afted  under  an  irreiiftible 
force.      But    prince     Poniniki,   the 
grand  treafarer,  who  had  been  mar- 
fhal  of  the  diet  in  1775.  ^"*^  ^^  ^^^^ 
occafion  had  been  notorioufly  favour- 
able to  the   views  of  Ruffia,    was 
upon    this   account   now   impeach- 
ed, after  a  lapfe  of  fourteen  years. 
The  charges  were  fupported  with 
particular    eagernefs     by    all    the 
friends  of  the  grand  general  count 
Branicki,   who    was  the  enemy  of 
the   treaiurer.      So    vigorous    were 
the    proceedings    againft    the    ac- 
cufed,  tha:  he  was  at  once  put  under 
arreft,  in  violation,  as  he  complain- 
ed, of  a  cardinal  law,  which  the  Po- 
lifh  nobility  regarded  with  juft  ve- 
neration, and  which  in  words  very 
iimilar  to  a  paliage  of  our  own  Great 
Charter,  fay£ — "  we  will  imprifon 
"  no  man  unlefs  convifted  by  law." 
Yet  in  his  cafe  the  irregularity  (if 
indeed  the  law  did  extend  to  profe- 
culions  before  the  diet)  was  over- 
looked in  the  public   indignation, 
which  ran  fo  high,  that  the  prince 


was  with  difficulty  faved  from  the 
fury  of  the  multitude  on  the  day 
when  he  was  arretted.  Still  there 
were  not  wanting  fome  men  of  more 
temperate  minds,  who,  anxious  for 
that  good  fettlement  of  the  country, 
which  could  only  be  procured  by 
unanimity,  favv  this  breach  with  a 
regret  and  alarm  not  to  be  conceal- 
ed. Conciliatory  negocialions,  there- 
fore, were  attempted,  and  it  is  faid, 
that  the  bilhop  of  Smolenlko  fuc- 
ceeded  fo  far  as  to  efted  a  meeting 
between  the  chiefs  of  the  parties: 
but  they  feparated  without  any 
nearer  approach  to  each  other.  The 
trial  was  fixed  to  proceed. 

When  the  lift  of  judges  chofenby 
ballot  was  declared,  the  grand  trea- 
furer  found  that  from  their  known 
principles  he  had  little  to  hope.  He 
endeavoured  in  confequence  to  make 
his  efcape,  the  opportunity  of  which 
was  furnifhed  by  the  filial  piety  of 
his  fon ;  but  he  was  intercepted  in 
his  flight,  not  far  from  the  borders, 
and  brought  back  to  Warfaw.  Iii 
this  exigency  another  plan  was  tried 
by  his  brother,  of  working  on  the 
fears  of  a  majority  in  the  diet,  by 
menacing  with  iimilar  impeachment? 
the  grand  general  Branicki  himfelf, 
and  all  others  who  had  taken  any 
Ihare  in  the  tranfaftions  now  made 
the  ground  of  charge.  It  is  true, 
this  management  occafioned  the 
propofal  of  a  general  amnefty;  but 
Branicki,  fecure  of  his  prefent  in- 
fluence in  the  diet,  rejefted  all  com- 
promife,  and  his  party  pufticd  on  the 
profecution. 

Hitherto  nothing  had  been  done 
which  could  be  confidered  as  a  per- 


*  See  the  papers  of  the  time,  confirmed  by  Memoirs  fur  les  Affaires  aSluelles  de 
la  Pologne,  and  Replique  a  VExajmn,  both  faid  to  have  been  written  by  Mr. 
'Hiiiles  himfelf  J  or  at  leaft  under  his  infpe(5lion,  in  1751, 
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manent  reform  in  any  part  of  the 
ftate.  An  accident  now  gave  rife 
to  a  meafure  of  this  kind.  The  fee 
of  Cracow,  to  which  is  annexed  the 
dukedom  of  Severia,  and  which  is 
faid  to  have  been  the  richeft  of  all 
the  fees,  had  become  vacant,  and  M. 
Suchodolcki,  the  principal  fpeaker 
on  the  popular  fide,  moved  to  re- 
duce the  income  of  that  biOioprick; 
a  regulation  •.vliich  was  afterwards 
propofed  to  bs  made  general. 
J  ,  The  primate  was  to  be  al- 

•'  _^*  lowed  200,000  florins  *  a 
'  °'  year,  the  bifliops  half  that 
fum,  and  the  primate  and  bifhops  of 
the  Greek  non-united  communion 
half  ttie  income  allotted  to  ihe  fame 
rank  in  the  ellablilhed  church.  In 
vain  did  the  clergy  remind  the  diet  of 
the  tellimony  which  their  patriotic 
conduft  had  fo  lately  received  in  the 
appellations  of  "  excellent  citizens, 
"  and  worthy  children  of  their  coun- 
'•'  try;"  in  vain  did  they  fupplicate 
that,  in  the  midll  of  the  public  hap- 
pinefs,  they  alone  mighc  not  have 
reafon  to  lament  the  labours  of 
that  aflcmb'ly;  and  in  vairi  did  they 
point  out  the  injuftice  of  the  original 
inftance,  by  iliewing  that  the  lee  of 
Cracow  had  been  enriched  not  from 
the  coffers  of  the  Itate,  but  by  the 
private  benefactions  of  thofe,  who 


had  enjoyed  that  high  dignity. 
Neither  did  they  profit  more  from 
the  intervention  of  the  pope's  nu»- 
cio,  upon  whom  they  prevailed  to 
prefent  a  memorial  in  their  favour. 
The  motion  was  finally  carried 
againft  them  by  a  decided  majority. 
But  the  principle  which  was  adopted 
on  this  occLifion,  by  fuch  as  went 
the  greatell  length  among  the  re- 
formers of  Poland,  is  worthy  of  re- 
mark. The  reduftions  were  pro- 
fpedive.  The  property  of  every 
adual  pofleflbr  was  kept  facred. 
The  regulation  was  only  to  operate, 
as  theleveral  vacancies  fliould  occur. 
This  is  a  principle,  which  is  direClly 
indicated  by  the  nature  of  cliurch 
property,  and  of  all  property, 
where  an  intereft  has  once  been 
veiled,  for  whatever  term,  by  fome 
competent  authority  of  the  ftate. 
The  moment,  when  that  intereft  ex- 
pires of  itfelf,  is  the  precife  point 
where  regulation  and  juftice  meet; 
and  it  was  thus  that  our  own  parlia- 
ment afted  in  the  c;conomical  re- 
forms of  1782,  with  refped  to  all 
patent  places  for  life.  It  is  impof- 
fible  to  difmifs  this  fubjeft  from  the 
mind  without  adverting  fponta- 
neoufly  to  the  contrail  foon  after  af- 
forded by  the  vote  of  the  rational 
aflembly  of  France,    which   fwept 


*  The  Polifli  florin  is  varioufly  calculated.  The  tranflator  of  the  conftilution 
inferted  among  our  State  Pupers  of  1791,  takes  it  in  round  figures,  as  worth  6  J, 
According  to  Mr.  Coxe  (vol.  i.  p.  92.)  it  is  worth  fomething  ieis  than  6^  J.  or  36 
cf  them  are  equal  to  a  pound  iterling.  The  Englifli  edition  ot  Bufching's  Geo- 
graphy more  than  doubles  this,  and  fays  (vol  i.  p,  6or.)  that  a  Poiifli  florin,  is 
eqiKii  to  I  J.  2  ii.  fterling,  and  with  that  account  agrees  the  table  at  tlie  end  of 
Guthrie's  G.ograpliical  Grammar.  Though  \vc  believe  Mi".  Coxe  to  be  moll  cor- 
real, we  fhail  leave  the  leader  to  chufe  his  own  authority.  But  whatever  may  be 
the  pofitive  value  ot  the  incomes  here  affigned  to  the  Pohfh  prelates,  theie  is  one 
fuie  mode  of  elhmating  fairly  their  comparative  value,  by  the  falaries  of  great 
ofticrs.  The  mar/lial  of  tile  equelliian  order,  who  as  a  member  of  the  permanent 
council  was  allowed  a  guuid  of  an  ofricer  and  15  men  while  he  was  in  Warfavv, 
had  only  a  falary  of  30,000,;?.  a  year,  in  that  capacity  j  and  ordinary  members  of 
that  council  had  only  i^,QooJI. 

all 
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all  the  revenues  of  the  church  into 
the  coffers  of  the  ftate  by  one  uni- 
verfal  confifcation. 

At  the  period  however  of  which 
we  have  been  fpeaking,  the  ftorming 
of  the  Baftile,  an  event  that  decided 
the  triumph  of  the  French  revolu- 
tion, was  not  yet  known  in  Poland. 
But  now  the  fill  of  that  antient  and 
mighty  monarchy  refounded  to  the 
moil:  diflant  regions  of  the  north,  and 
fhook  all  the  nations  of  Europe. 
The  concuflion  was  flrongly  felt  in 
Poland.  It  was  natural  to  expedl 
that  it  fliould,  from  the  prefent  po- 
litical fitaaticn  of  the  country;  but 
frill  more  fo  from  the  long  connec- 
tion of  the  two  kingdoms.  For 
France  had  conftantly  maintained  a 
powerful  influence  in  the  diet  till 
her  treaty  with  the  houfe  of  Auftria 
in  1 756,  and  even  afterwards,  at  the 
time  of  the  difmemberment,  had 
gone  the  length  of  privately  coun- 
teracting the  purpofes  of  her  ally,  by 
furnifliing  arms  and  money  to  the 
confederates  of  Bar,  feveral  of  whofe 
chiefs  now  held  principal  fway  in 
the  public  councils. 

Immediately  a  new  cagernefs  for 
proceeding  to  the  formation  of  their 
own  conftitulior;  was  mamfeiled ;  and 
repeated  inftances  were  made  to  the 
king  for  the  nomination  of  a  com- 
jnitcee,  which  fhould  be  charged  to 
draw  up  and  report  the  projed  of  a 
government  to  be  fubniitted  to  the 
confideration  of  the  diet.  At  length, 

,  _  on  the  anniverfary  of  his 
7th  bept.  gi^^-^io^    ^o    t|,e    throne, 

'^7^9-  Staniflaus-Auguflus  gave 
■way  to  the  reiterated  def.res  of  his 
people,  and  appointed  a  committee 
of  eleven.  Five  of  them  were  taken 
from  among  his  own  minifiers,  and 
the  rell  from  other  cilHnguifhed 
members  of  the  diet,  in  which  num- 
ber svas    the   popular    leader   M. 


Suchodoicki.  The  chairman  was 
the  bifhop  of  Kaminiec,  a  venerable 
prelate  of  very  advanced  years,  who 
had  long  taken  an  adlive  part  in 
public  affairs,  and  in  particular  had 
been  one  of  the  chiefs  of  the  confe- 
deration of  Bar. 

While  this  committee  was  em- 
ployed on  the  great  taflc  entrufted 
to  their  care,  and  the  diet  was  oc- 
cupied fometimes  with  the  trial  of 
prince  Foninfki,  and  at  other  times 
with  the  regulationof  their  finances, 
and  the  augmentation  of  their  army, 
the  operation  of  the  French  revolu- 
tion began  to  difplay  itielf  more 
diredlly  in  another  quarter.  The 
vidory  of  the  third  eftate  in  France, 
animated  the  citizens  and  burghers 
of  Poland  to  attempt  the  recovery  of 
their  antient  privileges,  or  to  feek 
from  the  beneficence  of  the  king,  and 
the  equity  of  the  diet,  fucli  other 
franchifes  as  mig-ht  fecure  to  them 
their  jufl  Ihare  of  confideration  in 
the  Hate.  Accordingly  they  chofe 
delegates,  whom  they  fent  to  War- 
faw;  and  that  city  now  beheld  with 
equal  furprize  and  fatisfaftion  the 
new  fight  of  an  affembly  of  citizens 
and  burghers  convened  from  all  parts 
of  the  kingdom  and  the  grand 
dutchy,  confulting  on  their  common 
interefls,  careffed  by  the  great 
nobles  of  the  diet,  and  ultimately 
received  at  court  with  moft  gracious 
marks  of  royal  favour.  That  fome 
conceffions  (hould  be  made  to  them 
was  agreed  on  all  fides;  but  wJiat 
fiiould  be  the  exatt  meafure  to  be 
granted  occafioned  fome  difference 
of  opinion,  though  even  the  moft 
cautious  politlcir.ns  profeffed  to  wilh 
that  it  might  be  liberal.  Sucli  how- 
ever vv'as  the  fermentation  excited 
by  their  prefence,  and  by  falfe  re- 
ports of  a  plot  againfl  the  popular 
party,  that  on  the  anniverfary  of  the 

kins's 
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two  orders  might  intermarry,  and 
mutually  inherit;  that  the  aimy, 
the  church,  and  all  civil  employ- 
ments under  the  treafury,  fhould  be 
thrown  open  to  the  burgiiers,  and 
that  they  might  be  at  liberty  to 
purch.ife  'ands  of  noble  tenure,  in 
Poland  as  well  as  in  Lithuania  :  for, 
while  the  burghers  of  the  grand- 
datchy  h;id  this  road  to  nobility 
accellible  to  them,  the  burghers  of 
the  kingdom  (excepting  thofe  of 
'  Cracow)  were  rellrained  from  pur- 
cliafing  more  than  about  ten  acres 
within  a  limited  dillance  of  their 
refpeiflive  towns,  tor  their  fub- 
fillence  and  convenience  merely, 
and  without  deriving  from  thence 
a  qualification  to  vote  as  landed  pro- 
prietors in  the  dietines. 

There  were  fome  other  articles 
defigned  to  regulate  the  jurirdidion 
to  wiiich  tht  burghers  fhould  be  ex- 
clufively  amenable, and  to  give  them 
immediate  weii:,ht  in  the  commiflion 
of  treafury  on  all  queftions  r^f  trade 
and  commerce.  But  that  which  moH 
deferves  attention,  is  the  article  re- 
lative to  their  ihare  in  the  national 
repref  ntation.  ,  Their  prayer  was, 
"  Tha:  not  only  fome  cities  and 
"  royal  towns,  but  al!,  each  in  its 
"  refpedcive  waiwody,  Ihould  have 
"  the  right  of  elefling  deputies  to 
"  tiic  diet,  and  of  chargivig  them 
"  with  proper  inftrudions;  and  in 
"  cafe  the  ancient  privileges  of  the; 
"  cities  and  towns  ihould  he  renew- 
"  ed,  that  they  Ihould  be  no  more 
"  impeached  or  diminiflied,  but  on 
"  the  contrary  be  extended,  parti- 
"  cularly  in  all  refpeds  that  might 
"  tend  to  render  the  form  of  go- 
"  vernment  more  perfect."  The: 
former  part  of  this  demand  gave 
fome  alarm  to  the  graver  members 
of  the  legiflature,  who  knew  not 
how  to  calculate,  and  who  feared 

to 


T  king's  coronation,  when  the 
^J  delegates  were  introduced 
to  pay  their  compliments  at 
court,  the  council  of  war  judged  it 
prudent  to  diltribute  ball  cartridges 
to  the  troops,  and  to  order  that  the 
artillery  (hould  be  loaded.  Cut  the 
peace  of  the  capital  was  difturbed 
by  no  other  tumult,  than  the  loud 
and  enthufiaftic  expreffions  of  loyal- 
ty and  joy. 

At  length  the  delegates  humbly 
reprefented  their  cafe  in  a  long 
memorial  to  the  king  and  the  diet. 
With  a  fobriety  of  mind,  highly 
honourable  to  them,  they  did  not 
afcend  to  theories  of  natural  equa- 
lity ;  they  infilled  only  on  the 
abrogation  of  invidious  laws,  and 
^he  reftitution  of  their  rights  under 
an  earlier  and  more  equitable  jurif- 
prudence,  with  fuch  a  fur  extenfioii 
or  accommodation  of  the  principle, 
as  circumilances  might  demand. 
They  ftated  the  profperity  which 
the  cities  and  royal  towns  formerly 
enjoyed  under  the  Jaghellon  fami- 
Jy,  and  -♦ven  fo  low  down  as  the 
reign  of  Stephen  Bathori,  while 
they  iHU  preferved  any  remains  of 
thofe  privileges  which  they  now  re- 
claimed ;  they  traced  their  prefent 
decay  in  wealth  from  the  extinc- 
tion of  their  political  importance  ; 
and  they  propufed  the:  m^-ans  of  re- 
elhiblifhing  them  in  their  former 
flourifhing  condition.  They  not 
only  defired  a  general  recognition 
of  their  ancient  rights ;  but  infilled 
alfo  on  the  fpecific  declaration  of  va- 
rious points  in  their  favour.  The 
principal  were,  that  every  individual, 
foreigner  as  well  as  native,  Ihould 
be  entitled  to  full  protedion  and 
fecurity  ;  that  the  nobles  fliould  not 
hold  the  burghers  in  contempt,  nor 
lofe  their  own  rank  by  exercifing 
trade  or  commerce,  but   that  the 
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to  hazard  in  a  rafn  experiment,  the 
poflible  confequences  o:  admitting  at 
once  a  new  intereit  in  the  ftate  to 
fo  large  a  portion  of  the  fupreme 
power.  It  was  this  propofition, 
therefore,  which  was  tlie  only  real 
Iburce  of  difficulty,  and  which  final- 
ly was  modified,  as  we  ihali  hereaf- 
ter fee,  with  the  full  acquiefcence 
of  the  burghers,  who  did  not  think 
themfelves  juftified  inrefufmg  much, 
becaufe  they  could  not  obtain  all. 
They  afted  on  the  occaficn  with  the 
wifdom  and  found  fenfe  which  tem- 
pered all  their  notions  of  alteration 
in  their  conftitution,  and  which  are 
moR  confpicuous  in  the  latter  ciaufe 
of  this  fame  article,  v/here,  inllead 
of  vainly  holding  forth  an  imme- 
diate and  abiolute  perfedlion,  they 
limited  their  wilhes  and  hopes  to  a 
principle  of  growing  improvement, 
Ipringing  from  the  root  of  pail  ex- 
perience. Thib  is  truly  to  imitate 
the  Englifh  conllitut^on,  as  in  their 
fubfequent  work  the  Polifh  nation 
profeiled  to  do :  it  is  to  do  more ; 
it  is  to  emulate  th.oie  well-difciplin- 
ed  and  good  habits  of  mind,  which 
have  hitherto  qualified  the  people 
of  this  country  for  the  enjoyment 
of  their  own  excellent  form  of  go- 
vernment. 

The  delegation  which  prefented 
this  memorial  originated  in  afiem- 
blies  not  convoked  by  any  regular 
authority,  and  confequently  had  no 
charafter  of  a  legal  body.  Proba- 
bly it  was  to  be  aicribed  to  this  de- 
feft,  that  the  fubjeft  was  rot  brought 
forward  in  the  lh:.pe  of  a  direft 
p.  motion.     It  llept  nearly 

_o  ^*  three  v.'eeks,  when  an 
^7^9*  order  being  made  for 
the  city  of  War  law  to  pay  400,000 
florins  in  the  current  month  on  ac- 
count of  the  new  taxes,  the  oppor- 
tunity  was   dcxteroully    f-ized    bo 
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bring  the  memorial  under  difcufilon. 
The  informality  already  mentioned 
was  objefted  to  it;  but  it  was  an- 
fwered,  that  the  demands  of  the 
burghers,  if  they  were  fubitantially 
juft,  fhould  not  be  rejefted,  from  a 
pedantic  adherence  to  form.  The 
majority,  however,  were  firm  in 
maintaining  the  due  order  of  pro- 
ceeding. So  after  a  lonj:  debate 
It  was  refolved,  with  the  exprefs 
approbation  of  the  king,  that  the 
memorial  flwuld  be  referred  to  the 
feveral  chancellors,  who  were  the 
proper  channels  of  comm.unication 
from  the  cities  and  towns,  to  examine 
the  fafts  contained  in  it,  and  report 
their  opinions  upon  it  to  a  commit- 
tee; that  the  lubjeft  Ihoiild  there  be 
re-confidered,  and  finally  brought,- 
with  all  the  information  thus  colled- 
ed,  before  the  diet.  And  the  next  day 
the  king  named  this  committee, 
which  he  formed  of  fuch  members 
only  as  were  known  to  favour  the 
preLenuons  or  the  burghers. 

It  was  on  the  fame  day,  when  the 
claims  of  the  cities  were  debated, 
that  a  report  was  at  length  made 
from  the  committee  of  tne  conlH- 
tution.  Scarcely  had  they  bcgua 
their  fittings,  but  ipecidators  with- 
out number  overwhelmed  them  with 
plans,  and  feme  of  thefe,  as  might 
be  expefted,  were  deeply  tindured 
with  the  political  philoiophy  of  the 
times.  The  committee,  however, 
feemed  to  be  fully  impreffed  with 
the  magnitude  and  moment  of  their 
talk.  They  paufed  and  deliberated. 
Their  progrefs  in  no  degree  kept 
pace  with  the  public  expedation. 
Impatient  of  the  delay,  the  marfhal 
of  the  diet,  count  Malachowfki,  la- 
mented to  that  alTembly,  that  he  had 
fo  long  filled  Jiis  high  office  in  vain. 
A  year,  he  faid,  had  elapfed^  and 
yet  he  had  not  feen  one  of  the  ai- 

dcnt 


HISTORY    OF    EUROPE.        [ij 


^ent  wifliesof  his  heart  accomplifh- 
ed.  He  exhorted  thein  not  to  lofe 
moments  fo  precious  to  the  liberty 
and  profperity  of  their  country,  and 
he  reminded  them  of  the  dangerous 
iituation  in  which  they  would  ftand, 
if  the  enfuing  winter  fhould  bring 
peace  to  the  beiligerent  empires : 
Poland  would  find  no  proteftor 
among  the  neighbouring  powers; 
file  mull:  again  bend  Ker  neck  to  the 
yoke  which  fhe  had  fu  lately  call 
away  wiih  generous  indignation. 

\Vhether  this  intimation  of  dif- 
trult  roufed  Frederick- William,  or 
whether  it  was  in  the  regular  deve- 
lopement  of  the  fentiments  before 
exprefled  by  him,  we  know  not,  but 


1 1  th  of 
Dec. 


-  fome   little    time    after   he 


made  a  formal  ofl'er  of  his 
alliance,  promifmg  to  de- 
fend the  independence  and  fove- 
reignty  of  tiie  republic  with  all  his 
forces  againll  every  attack;  and  he 
made  it  a  preliminary  demand, 
that  befides  the  augmentation  of  her 
army,  ihc  fhould  adopt  fome  better 
and  more  flable  form  of  government. 
This  vveli-iiraed  declaration  gave  a 
new  fpring  to  the  public  fpiric  of 
the  diet.  Immediately  the  com- 
mittee of  the  conititution  was  called 
upon  for  a  report ;  but  they  excufed 
themfelves  as  not  being  yet  ready. 
At  lart,  on  the  day  above  mentioned, 
the  refult  of  their  deliberations  v,\is 
communicated  to  thelegiflature,  and 
prefaced  by  their  chairman  with  a 
long  fpeech  fuited  to  his  n;ature  age 
and  experience,  in  which  he  endea- 
voured to  imprefs  liis  countrymen 
with  the  wildom  and  moral  duty  of 
caution  on  a  lubjed  fo  direilly  in- 


volving the  lafting  happinefs  or  mi- 
fery  of  themfelves  and  their  polle- 
rity. 

The  committee  in  this  report  took 
a  very  different  courfe  from  tlie  na- 
tional affembly  of  France.  They  at- 
tempted no  abilraifi:  declaration  of  the 
rights  of  man,  no  metaphyfical  max- 
ims, no  logical  definitions;  they  fim- 
ply  enumerated  in  a  fingle  article 
what  they  confidered  as  the  pradi» 
cal  rights  and  duties  of  the  parti- 
cular nation  for  which  they  were 
preparing  the  materials  of  a  better 
conllitution ;  and  then  proceeded 
to  arrange,  what  to  them  feemed 
the  bell  means  of  exercifing  thofe 
rights,  and  fulfilling  thofe  duties  in 
provincial  dietines  and  national 
diets.  Thefe  principles  of  melio- 
ration (fo  they  were  called)  were 
compri/.ed  *  in  eight  articles,  whicri 
were  Hill  very  dillant  from  the 
confiitution  ultimately  adopted. 

The  eleftive  monarchy,  to  which 
fo  many  of  the  calamities  of  Poland 
have  been  commorly  attributed, 
feemed  at  the  firft  glance  to  be  con- 
firmed; for  among  the  rights  of  the 
nation  was  reckoned  that  of  cledling 
its  kings.  But  no  limitation  was 
put  upon  this  right;  there  was  no- 
thing to  confine  the  choice  to  an 
individual  rather  than  to  a  dynafly  ; 
and  accordingly  the  fubfequent  con- 
fiitution of  1 79 1,  where  it  profefTed 
to  introduce  iiereditary  fuccefTion, 
began  by  declaring  the  crown  to 
be  elcftive — v/ith  regard  to  fami- 
lies. 

H  tliis  point,  however,  was  left 
for  the  prcfent  ambiguous,  much 
was  immediately  gained   in   other 


*  There  is  a  fhort  abilrafl  of  thefc  in  the  oflavo  hiflory  of  Poland,  lately  pub- 
JiflisJ  ;  but  it  is  Very  inaccurate  and  iinlatisfaclory.  They  hav'^e  never  appeared 
ill  Eiighlh  at  fall  length  that  we  know.  Nor  do  they  leem  very  important,  as  they 
vveieio  much  varied  in  the  detail  of  the  meafuies  afterwards  taken. 

reljpedls. 
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refpecl?.  Tlie  diet  was  purified  in 
its  \  ery  origin  'oy  making  a  qua- 
lification of  property  necefTary  for  a 
vote  in  the  dietines,  and  thus  ftrik- 
ing  off  the  poorer  nobles,  great  num- 
4)ers  of  whom,  unable  to  engage  in 
tiade  or  commerce,  had  been  re- 
duced to  become  the  menial  fervants 
of  the  more  opulent,  and  vet-  tlius 
expofed  to  eafy  corruption  alike 
from  foreign  ordomtftic  enemies  to 
the  peace  of  the  republic.  This 
was  followed  too  by  a  meaiu;e  cal- 
cu'ated  to  embarrais  the  operation 
of  corruption,  and  make  it  lefs  com- 
pendious. It  was  propofed  to  take 
away  the  abiblute  negative  which 
every  feverainunci  J  claimed  a  power 
of  exercifing  in  free  diets  at  his  dif- 
cretion,  and  which,  once  interpofed 
by  any  one  perfon  on  any  one  matter 
of  f^ate,  dilcuffed  in  the  courle  of  a 
feflion,  annulled  all  the  proceedings 
of  the  whole  i'effion.  Unanimity  for 
the  future  was  only  to  be  required  in 
altering  the  cardinal  laws  of  the 
new  ccnftitution.  In  confequence 
all  diets  of  confederation  were  to  be 
abolilhed,  which  were  at  beft  but 
aukward  expedients,  to  evade  the 
neccfiity  of  unanimity,  and  gave  a 
landlion  to  all  thofe  inferior  confe- 
derations which  though  a  fupercef- 
fion  of  all  law,  yet  having  been 
acknowledged  by  the  law,  had  long 
torn  the  kingdom  in  pieces. 

When  this  report  vas  taken  into 
conlideration,  the  lecond  article, 
which  narrowed  the  right  of  fuffrage 
before  pofieffed  by  all  of  the  equtf- 
trian  order,  gave  rife  to  warm  de- 
bates •.  but  the  principle  was  ftre- 
nuoully  and  zealoufly  fupported  by 
the  eloquence  of  the  king,  who  * 
was  known  long  to  have  meditated 
fuch  a  meafure,  as  of  the  higheft 


utility  to  the  ftate.  The  article 
therefore  paffed,  and  though  fome 
difcontent  on  the  fubjeft  foon  after 
fhewed  itfelf  among  the  poorer 
nobles,  and  was  even  faid  to  be  en- 
couraged by  the  princefs  Sapieha, 
filer  to  the  grand  general  Branic- 
ki,  and  mother  of  prince  Sapieha, 
marfhal  of  the  diet  for  Lithuania, 
yet  it  was  afterwards  ificorporated 
into  the  laws  for  the  regulation  of 
dietines,  and  made  part  of  the  po- 
pular conftitution  of  1791.  The 
reft  of  the  report  was  received  with- 
out difficulty.  The  corner-ftone  of 
the  new  edifice  being  thus  laid,  the 
diet  adjourned  for  the  holidays, 
after  having  diredled  the  marfhals 
to  acquaint  the  feveral  palatinates, 
by  their  circular  writs  called  uni'ver- 
fals,  with  the  fortunate  refult  of  the 
national  councils. 

The  language  of  this  addrefs  was 
plain,  grave  and  dignified.  It  enu- 
merated fuccinftly  what  T)  *  j 
had  been  don>',  and  what  ^  -p. 
ftill  remained  to  be  done.  'o 
"  Poland  (it  was  faid)  ^7^9- 
"  has  withdrawn  herfclf  from  the 
"  yoke  of  the  guarantee,  refum.ed 
"  her  independence,  fent  away  the 
«'  fqrcign  troops,  and  fuppreiTed 
"  the  permanent  council,  that  ma- 
"  giftracy  no  lefs  difagreeable  than 
"  dangerous  to  the  nation;  in  fine 
"  fhe  has  laid  to  reft  all  her  domeftic 
"  troubles,  fhe  has  provided  for  her 
"  defence  by  augmenting  or  rather 
«  creating  an  army,  and  has  at- 
"  tended  to  the  proceedings  of  fo- 
"  reign  pov/ers,  by  legations  and 
"  by  fending  minifters  to  their  re- 
"  fpciftive  courts."  The  confequent 
exaltation  of  the  national  character 
in  the  eyes  of  other  ftates,  the  re- 
fpeft   paid  to  the  republic  by  the 


*  See  Coxe's  Travels,  vol,  i.  p.  183. 
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Ottoman  Porte,  and  the  approbation 
of  their  neighbour  and  friend,  as  he 
is  more  than  once  called,  the  king 
of  PruiTia,  are  next  pointed  out; 
the  offer  of  alliance  and  protedtion 
on  the  part  of  the  latter,  his  preli- 
minary condition,  anticipated  by 
their  own  defire  of  a  good  and  ftable 
government,  and  the  principles  of 
melioration,  unaniraouily  adopted, 
are  then  feverally  imprefled;  and 
an  affeclionate  appeal  is  finally  made 
to  the  feelings  of  the  people.  '•'  May 
"  you,  dear  countrymen  (fay  the 
*'  two  great  officers  of  the  repub- 
"  lie,  in  the  name  of  the  king  and 
*'  the  diet)  may  you  receive  thefe 
"  pledges  of  our  folicitude  with  th;» 
"  fame  effufionsof  heart  with  which 
*'  we  offer  them  to  you!  But  much 
*'  ftill  remains  to  be  done,  before 
"  the  power  and  happinefs  of  the 
*'  republic  will  be  ellablifhed.  Pre- 
"  judices,  jealoufies,  and  injurious 
*'  mifinterpretations  muft  no  longer 
"  be  admitted  into  your  liearts ; 
"  difTenfions  muft  ceafe  for  ever, 
" .  and  efpecially  in  the  moment 
"  when  union  is  fo  necefiary  for 
"  defeating  every  defign,  and  every 
*'  furmife  againli  the  welfare  of  the 
•*  country:  foreign  powers,  who  may 


"  take  umbrage  at  our  ftrength  and 
"  independence,  muft  not  be  able 
"  to  build  a  hope  on  mifunderftand- 
"  ings  and  divifions  among  us. 
"  When  the  time  fhall  come  (as 
"  the  enlightened  wifdom  and  vir- 
"  tue  of  our  countrymen  promife  us 
*'  it  will  come)  that  public  opinion 
"  fliall  be  direfted  folely  by  pure 
"  patriotifm,  be  founded  folely  on 
"  reafon  and  juftice,  and  have  no 
"  intereft  but  the  common  intereft 
"  of  a!l,  then  will  our  labours  re- 
"  ceive  their  fweeteft  reward,  and 
"  we  fliall  find  in  the  general  con- 
"  fidence  the  moft  powerful  incen- 
"  tive  to  a  fteady  perfeverance  in 
"  the  difcharge  of  our  momentous 
"  duties."  To  make  thefe  fenti- 
ments  fink  ftill  deeper  into  the  bo- 
foms  of  all,  the  folemn  authority  of 
religion  was  alio  employed;  and  the 
king,  agreeably  to  a  refolution  of 
the  diet  before  their  departure,  ap- 
pcinied  a  general  thankfgiving  to 
be  obferved  in  all  churches  for  the 
union  of  mind,  and  concord  of  pub- 
lic fpirit,  with  which  the  divine 
goodaefs  had  vouchfafed  to  infpire 
the  aflembled  ftates  in  the  auipi- 
cious  commencement  of  their  great 
work. 


C    H    A    P.     ir. 

Frederick-William  pojffejjes  the  co7ifidence  cf  the  Polijh  ^vernmenf.  Great 
offers  cf  the  Lmper^r  'Jofcph  rejedied  by  the  Republic.  Objed  of  Frederick- 
William  difconjered  to  be  the  acquijitioi:  of  Dant^ic  and  Thorn.  Re-uieiv  of 
nvhat  had  pafj'edrefpecting  Dantxic  and  Thorn,  and  the  Polijh  trade,  from 
the  time  of  the  partition  under  Frederick  II.  M,  de  Laiinay,  a  Frei^ch 
ceconomift,  and  financier  of  Frujjia,  the  author  of  the  fyjlem.*  Its  ruinous 
confequcnces.  Cotmnittee  appointed  on  the  accejjlon  of  Frederick-WUUam,  to 
examine  the  report  of  M.  de  Launay  on  the  fi ate  of  the  finances.  Their 
opinion.  Policy  of  count  Hcrlzberg  favourable  to  Poland.  CeJJion  of  Dant- 
zic  and  Thorn  infifled  on.  Large  cnmpenfation  offered  in  exchange,  together 
<-ivith  a  loan  from  the  hank  of  Berlin;  but  rejected.  Stanifaus-Augufilus 
prefents  his  jevjcls  to  maintain  the  army.     Other  large  donations  or  loans  for 

the 
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tht  favie  purpofe.  Ruffian  agents  rai/e  a  ferment  againjl  Priijfta.  Prii^a 
dejijis  tillitjubjides.  Sudden  change  of  opinion  refbedi-ngPruJJia.  Pruffian 
treaty  becomes  popular.  Diet  'vote  it  luithout  a  di'vijion.  Correfpondence 
butiveen  StaniJJaus-  jiugufus  and  Frederick- Williafn  on  the Jubject.  Mo- 
ti'ves  of  the  latter  for  hajiening  the  Polijh  treaty.  Sixth  article  of  that 
treaty  binds  PruJJia  to  defend  Poland.  Polijh  army  becomes  refpeSiablet 
Cejjion  of  Dantzic  and  'Thorn  introduced  in  the  negociations  of  Reichenbach, 
Leopold  emharrajjed  by  it.  Intrigues  of  prince  Kaunitz,  produce  a  breach 
betiueen  F rederick-William  and  his  minijhr  Hertzberg.  Confequences  of 
that  breach.  Poland  cbfer-ves  neutrality  :  meditates  treaties  --juith  the 
Porte  and  Szveden.  Diet  employed  in  forming  a  conjlitution.  Ruffian 
mtnijier  demands  fatisfaclion  for  the  'violation  of  his  chapel.  Re-vi'valof  the 
accufation,  and  fntence  of  priiice  Ponin/ki.  Lcmty  Jheuon  to  him  by  the  kiizg. 
Catholic  church  ackno-ivkdged  as  the  aominant  religion  of  Poland.  Greek 
archbifhop  of  Kio-ju,  notixiithjlaading,  admitted  as  a  member  of  the  fenate. 
Unity  of  domains  of  the  republic,  ejiablijhed  by  a.  cardinal  lauu  :  e'vidently 
intended  to  fecure  Dantzic  and  Thorn.  Exercife  of  legifatit'c  and  executvve 
ponuer  confined  to  the  equejtrian  order.  Prerogatl-ves  of  the  croiun  attacked. 
Defended  by  Stanifaus-Augujius.  Other  cardinal  la-vjs  paffed.  ^efiion  of 
hereditary  monarchy  again  agitated.  Ejf'ed  of  the  king's  fpeech  on  that  fub- 
jeil.  Elector  of  Saxony  propofed.  Much 'warm  debate.  Projed  of  a  commer- 
cial treaty  between  Poland  and  Prujffla.  Dant%ickers  take  alarm  :  they  re^ 
monftrate  :  are  fa'voured  by  Stanifaus-  Augufius.  Diet  draius  near  its  ter~ 
mination.  Double  diet  refolnied  on.  State  of  parties.  Senjeral  merchants  and 
others  enuobled.  Sentence  of  Poninjki  extended  to  all  his  adherents.  Meet- 
ing of  the  dietines.  Prince  Potemkin  propofed  as  a  caiididate  for  thefuccejfion. 
JNephe'vjs  of  Staniftaus-Auguftus  alfo  propofed.  Objeded  to  by  Stanijlaus, 
ijjho  recommends  eUdor  of  Saxony.     Diet  ends  itsfejfions. 

THE  king  of  Prufiia  lofT:  no  time  faft  reliance  on  the  fincerity  of  the 
in  ftrengthening  the  impref-  court  of  Berlin, 
fions  which  he  had  already  made  The  emperor  Jofeph  had  long 
in  his  favour.  Hefeemed  Ihidioufly  fhewn  a  dilpofition  to  conciliate  the 
to  difplay  his  hearty  co-incidence  aftedtions  of  Poland.  Some  injury 
with  the  fentiments  of  the  nation,  having  been  done  to  the  territories 
and  interfered  in  a  manner  which  of  the  republic,  in  the  fiege  of 
would  probably  have  difgulled  a  Choczim,  he  not  only  on  the  firll 
people,  not  ufed  like  the  Poles  to  application  was  ready  to  name 
be  governed  as  a  province  of  a  commifTioners  for  an  equitable  ad- 
foreign  ftate:  he  charged  his  am-  juftment  of  the  affair,  but  when 
baffador  at  W.irfavv,  the  marquis  fome  difference  ultimately  appeared 
Lucchefini,  to  convey  his  acknow-  betvv.:^n  their  ettimate  and  the  de- 
ledements  and  congratulations  per-  mand,  he  without  hefitation  took  the 
fonally  to  all  the  members  of  the  latter  as  the  meafare  of  reflitution. 
diet.  On  the  other  hand,  the  Polifh  Now,  almoft  in  the  laft  moments  of 
government  manifefted,  by  a  clear  his  life,  he  propofed  through  his 
and  unequivocal  conduft,  their  fted-  prime  minilkr  a  treaty  of  alliance 

and 


HISTORY     OF    EUROPE.        [17 

pretended  rights,  fuch  as  they  were, 
but  relinquifhed,  or  rather,  as  he 
fays  hitiikli,  icj^poned  them,  with  an 
affefted  moderation,  on  f  the  remon- 
ftrances  of  the  two  Imperial  courts, 
and  the  interference  both  of  Great 
Britain  and  France.  Yet  by  pof- 
feiTmg  the  circumjacent  territory, 
he  was  mailer  of  the  port.  For  f 
the  natural  mouth  of  the  Viftula, 
called  the  Norder-gatt  or  Fahrwaf- 
fer,  having  in  the  lafl  century  been 
choaked  up  with  fand,  a  new  open- 
ing had  been  made  by  another 
channel,  named  the  Wefler-gatt  or 
Welter  Fahrwafler,  and  fometimes 
New  Fahrwaffer:  and  for  the  ne- 
ceflary  works  a  long  leafe  of  the 
ground  adjoining  had  been  obtain- 
ed from  the  abbey  of  Oliva,  to 
which  the  property  of  the  weftern 
bank  of  the  Viftula,  of  the  fea- 
fhore  for  a  confiderable  extent,  and 
of  the  little  ifle  of  Plate  formed  by 
the  two  Fahrwaffers,  feems  certain- 
ly to  have  belonged.  Frederick, 
therefore,  having  now  become  ter- 
ritorial fovereign  of  all  the  abbey- 
lands,  exerciied  his  dominion,  by 
eredling  a  cuftom-houfe,  and  e.vaft- 
ing  what  dues  he  pleafed  for  the 
paflage  of  veflels  to  Dantzic. 

His  revenue  was  at  this  time  un- 
der the  management  of  a  French 
Ofcconomiil,  Mr.  de  Launay,  with 
whom  it  was  a  leading  maxim,  that 
§  whatever  is  done  againft  foreign- 
ers, is  done  in  favour  of  the  na- 
tion I  By  this  principle  the  finan- 
cier fquared  all  his  regulations  re- 


and  commerce  which  he  engaged 
to  make  more  advantageous  than 
the  offers  of  Pruffia.  But  it  was 
confidered  by  the  Poles  as  a  fnare, 
and  on  the  firft  mention  rejefted. 
Yet  the  propofal  may  have  induced 
them  to  rate  too  highly  the  intrinfic 
value  of  their  friendihip;  and  the 
reje£lion,  perhaps,  made  them  too 
much  expeft,  becauie  they  had  fo 
well  deferved,  a  pure  and  difinte- 
relled  return  from  Frederick- Wil- 
liam. 

They  were  however  very  fliortly 
undeceived.  The  great  objeft  of 
his  policy,  the  price  of  his  protec- 
tion, was  now  difclofed.  During 
the  recefs,  while  the  committee  for 
foreign  affairs  v/ere  occupied  at 
Warfavv,  in  forming  their  projecl  of 
the  intended  treaties,  the  marquis 
Lucchelini  was  called  to  Berlin,  and 
on  his  return,  when  the  diet  re- 
aiTembled,  propofed,  as  the  bafis  of 
the  new  conne(ftion,  that  the  repub- 
lic (hould  cede  Dantzic  and  Thorn. 
As  the  defire  of  poiTeffing  thefe  ci- 
ties, and  more  efpecially  the  form.er, 
feems  to  have  been  the  hinge  on 
which  turned  all  the  future  conduft 
of  Frederick-William  towards  Po- 
land, it  is  necelTary  here  to  trace 
the  fubjed  a  little  higher,  from  the 
time  of  the  late  partition  under  his 
predecelTor. 

Frederick  the  Second  at  that  pe- 
riod laid  claim  *  to  Dantzic,  as 
well  as  the  relt  of  Pomerellia,  of 
which  it  was  the  antient  capital. 
He  did  net,  however,  infill  on  his 


*  Prewves  et  Defeufe  des  Droits  du  Roifur  le  Port  et  Peage  de  la  Vifiule.,  p.  4. 
This  pamphlet,  with  many  other  documents,  was  fent  to  Mr.  DodAey,  for  the  ule 
«f  the  Annual  Kegifler,  by  the  late  PruiTian  minii^er  count  Hertzberg,  in  1 77+. 

■\  See  for  the  hiltory  of  this  period,  Metnoires  de  1763  jufqua  1775,  under 
March  1773. 

\  Prewves  et  Defenfe,  p.  8,  and  the  following  papres. 

^  Examen  du  Compte  rendu  au  Roi,  par  M.  de  Launay. 
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ladve  to  the  trade  with  Poland,  and 
the  navigation  of  the  Viitula.  In 
confequence  his  mailer  was  for  ever 
involved  in  commercial  hoftilities 
with  Dantzic,  which  was  conllantly 
patronized  and  fupported  by  the 
emprefs  of  Ruflla  ;  for  it  was  the  po- 
licy of  Catherine,  as  Frederick 
Jiimfelf  was  fenfible  *,  "  to  leave 
"  that  thorn  in  the  foot  of  her  ally, 
*'  rather  than  pluck  it  out ;  and  to 
"  keep  in  the  difputes  of  PrufTia 
"  with  that  city  a  perpetual  fubje£l 
*<  of  chicane,  ever  ready  in  the  event 
"  of  a  breach  with  the  king."  Thus 
6n],boldened,  and  availing  themfelves 
of  fome  favourable  circumftances,  in 
the  year  1783  the  magillrates  of 
Dantzic  endeavoured  to  appro- 
priate to  themfelves  and  their  fel- 
low-citizens exclufively  the  whole 
trade  of  Poland.  With  this  view 
they  prohibited  the  paflage  of  Pruf- 
fian  Ihips  through  that  part  of  the 
Viilula  which  is  wholly  within  their 
jurifdiftion.  Reprifals  followed,  and 
Frederick  might  perhaps  have  pro- 
ceeded to  greater  lengths,  had  not 
the  court  of  Peteriburgh  interpofed, 
and  at  laft  prevailed  upon  him  to 
recede*  from  his  threatened  mea- 
furcs.  New  jealoufies  again  arofe 
in  1785  ;  but  Frederick  pat  an  end 
to  them  by  J  a  fettlement,  which  his 
prime  miniiler  considered  as  "more 
than  generc'js  1"  Diilrult,  however, 
and  animoiity  continued  mutually 
to  prevail.  He  ever  reprefented 
Dantzic  as  turbulent  and  tricking : 
Danttic  fav.'  in  him  only  a  robber 


and  opprefibr.  The  trade  of  Vc» 
land  indeed  feemed  naturally  to  be- 
long to  a  Polifh  free  city,  but  the 
fituation  of  that  city  itfelf  was  un- 
natural; infij.lated  as  it  was,  in  the 
midll;  of  a  ftate  of  which  it  formerly 
was  the  capital,  yet  dependent  on  a 
foreign  power:  for  fuch  Poland  was 
in  effeft  become.  The  confequences 
of  thefe  relative  circumftances,  and 
of  the  reciprocal  cmbarraiTments 
arifing  out  of  them,  were,  as  is  not 
uncommon,  very  injurious  to  both 
parties.  The  traffic  of  Dantzic  §, 
which  had  employed  a  circulating 
capital  of  ten  millions  of  crowns, 
had  dwindled  away  to  one-fourth, 
while  the  merchants  of  Elbing  ||  and 
Kcsnigfberg,  two  Pruffian  cities,  into 
which  it  was  the  aim  of  Frederick's 
meafures  to  force  the  Polldi  trade, 
were  equally  loud  with  thofe  of 
Dantzic  in  complaints  of  their  dif- 
trefs  and  ruin. 

Still,  decreafed  as  it  was,  the 
whole  of  the  PrulTian  trade  with  Po- 
land was  confiderable,  and  highly 
beneficial,  fmce  it  confiilcd,  befides 
grain,  in  the  raw  materials  of  ma- 
nufa£lurcs,  and  coarfe  fabricks  fuit- 
ed  to  many  foreign  markets.  It 
drew,  therefore,  the  attention  of  the 
Pruflian  government,  now  afpiring 
to  commercial  importance ;  and, 
even  **  before  the  death  of  Frede- 
rick, it  was  laid  down  as  a  princi- 
ple of  policy  to  fa\  our  it  in  every 
poflibie  m.anner. 

When  his  fucceffor  afcended  the 
throne,  a   committee   was     named 


*  Mcmoires  dc  1763  jiifovra  1775,  untler  the  year  1774-,  tovv.irJs  the  end. 

■\  Differt.  Acaclem.  de  M.  Hertzberg,  fcr  the  year  1784,  pp.  34  and  35. 

j  Ditto,  for  1786,  p.  23. 

4  Examen  deMemoirc  furies  Affaires  aftuelles  de  Pologne,  1791 — a  pamphlet 
attributed  to  Mr.  Altelli,  Rufiian  fecretary  of  legation  at  Warikvv  j  and  Re- 
plique  a  TExamen. 

ji  Examen  du  Coroptc  rendu  au  Roi,  par  M.  de  Launay. 

**  Hertzberg,  Dillert.  Acad.  1786,^.36. 
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cent  ufurpations.  He  dij  aftujily. 
furrender  a  part  of  the  lake  of 
Goplo  in  Cujavia,  the  left  bank  of 
the  riverDrevenza,  and  feme  villages 
in  theneighbourhoodof  rhorn;  and§ 
in  the  latter  years  of  his  life  termi- 
nated with  the  republic  fome  re- 
maining difputes  concerning  their 
reiptftive  limits,  as  he  intended  and 
believed,  to  the  mutual  fatisfaflioa 
of  both  parties.  The  fad  is,  at  the 
very  moment  of  his  firft  propofing  the 
partition  he  was  not  ignorant  of  his 
danger  from  the  nearer  approxima- 
tion of  the  two  imperial  powers.  He 
has  II  owned  his  fenfe  of  the  embar- 
rafling  fiiuation  in  which  he  flood, 
(and  a  king  of  Pruffia  mull  always 
Itand)  between  two fuch  neighbours. 
To  ihe  houfe  of  Aullria  he  was  an 
enemy  from  habit  and  upon  prin- 
ciple; and  though  againft  her  he 
allied  himfelf  with  Kuffia,  yet  he 
faw,  that  confulting  his  own  inte- 
rells  on  that  fide,  he  ought  not  to 
wiih  any  increafe  to  the  power  of 
his  ally,  which  he  thought  already 
too  formidable.  He  could  not  there- 
fore but  liave  been  defirous  of  pre- 
ferving  wliat  remained  to  Poland 
in  a  rcfpedable  condition  of  inde- 
pendency and  llrength,  as  an  ufeful 
and  neceflary  barrier. 

The  prefent  juniSture  feemed  td 
ifford  the  moil  fiivourable  oppor- 
tiniiy  for  eftablifhlng  the  common 
interefls  of  the  two  flates  in  con- 
cert, on  a  firm  and  permanent  bafis; 
The  war  in  which  the  two  imperial 
courts  were  involved,  the  rifmg 
fpirit  of  Poland  againlt  RufTia,  and 


to  inquire  into  an  account  of  the 
finances  prefented  by  M.  de  Lau- 
hay  to  the  king  *,  and  a  report, 
which,  among  other  things,  firongly 
condemned  the  whole  fyltcm  under 
the  Polifh  commercial  treaty,  was 
made  and  printed  with  the  appro- 
bation of  the  court.  It  was  de- 
clared that  to  give  ficility  and 
freedom  was  the  only  u'ay  of  re- 
floring  a  trade  once  fo  flourifhing, 
but  now  in  a  rapid  decay.  With 
this  ftrong  confirmation  of  his  own 
opinions,  count  Hertzberg,  who 
flill  retained  his  fituation  and  in- 
flaence,  was  fincere  in  willing  an  in- 
timate and  liberal  intcrcourfe  with 
Poland:  and  the  terms  in  which  he 
had  fpoken  publicly  of  her  political 
riiifery,  from  the  want  off  "  liberty, 
*'  property,  and  a  good  conllituticn 
"  of  the  kingdom,"  give  us  lufh- 
clcnt  reafon  to  believe,  that  he  alfo 
faw  the  true  inteiells  of  his  mailer 
in  thisrefpeft. 

Indeed  Frederick  himfelf,  though 
ha  hsd  contributed  to  her  dv-bility 
aed  dlixraftior.s,  till  he  had  gained 
his  point  of  uniting  and  con- 
f'jiidating  his  own  dominions  at 
her  expence,  yet  feems  immedi- 
ately after  to  have  endeavoured,  not 
wholly  without  efFecl:,  to  1  cul- 
tivate her  good  opinion.  He  was 
ready  on  the  firft  remonfcranee  to 
denll  from  new  pretenfions,  which 
he  had  advanced  in  imitation  of 
the  court  ofVienna  ;  andmade  it  the 
fingle  ftipulation  of  his  own  concef- 
fion  that  the  houfe  of  Auftria  fliould 
In  like  manner  retire  from  its  re- 


•  Examen  du  Compte  rendu  aa  Roi,  par  M.  de  Launay,  already  quoted, 
•f-  DiiTert.   Acad.  1786,  p.  7. 

j  Coxe's  Tia v iris,  vol.  i.  note  !n  p.  75  ;   ar.dMemoIres  de  i763Jufqu'a  177$^ 
nil  Ijefore  May  1774. 
§  Hertzberg,  Dillert.   Acad.  1786,  p.  37. 
j]  Memoirea  de  1763  jul'qu'a  1775,  under  June  177I. 
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the  neceffity  of  her  having  fome 
other  foreign  protedlor ;  the  partici- 
pation of  Great  Britain  and  Hol- 
land in  the  views  of  the  cabinet  of 
Berlin ;    the    co-operation   of    the 
Porte;    and  the  temporary  annihi- 
lation  of  France,   who   had   long 
been  anxious  to  regain  her  former 
afcendency   in   the  affairs   of  that 
quarter;  all  feenied  to    concur  in 
pointing  out  this  as  the  moment  for 
the  Prufllan  mihilier  to  carry  into 
efFeft  all   his  plans  on  this   fubjeft, 
fo  important  to  the  profperity  of  his 
own  country  in  the  firll  inllance, 
and  of  a   tendency  perhaps  no  lefs 
falutary  to  the  permanent  tranquil- 
lity of  the    North.     But  to  make 
way  for  the  introdudion  of  an  uni- 
form, equal,  and  mild  fyftem  of  fifcal 
regulation,    to    remove    all   future 
caufe  of  difcord  with  Poland,  and 
to  leave  no  pretence  of  perpetual 
interference  to  Ruffia,  the  acquifi- 
tion  of  Dantzic  and  Thorn,  or  at 
leaft  of  Dantzic,  feemed  to  be  elTen- 
tial.    The  propofition  therefore  was 
made  in  a  manner  the  moll  likely  to 
invite  acceptance.     Not  only  a  be- 
neficial treaty  of  commerce,  an  al- 
liance and  a  guarantee,  but  an  equi- 
valent in  revenue  to  the  royal  trea- 
fury,  and  in  territory  to  the  ftate, 
was  alfo  mentioned,  and  a  confider- 
able  loan  was  added  for  the  main- 
tenance of  the  army. 

Nothing,  however,  could  induce 
the  people  and  the  diet  of  Poland  to 
liften  with  patience  to  fuch  an 
overture,  ^aloufy,  alarm,  refent- 
anent,  agitated  and  divided  their 
•minds.  They  beheld  in  imagina- 
tion a  new  partition.  They  che- 
rilhed  the  two  free  cities  as  the  lafl: 
irelics  of  their  former  rank  in  Eu- 
rope; they  held  them  doubly  dear, 
from  the  memory  of  the  other  lolTes 
.which  they  had  fufFercd  j  and  Ihould 
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they  furrender  thefe,  they  faw  that 
they  mufl:  be  in  a  manner  fecluded 
from  the  world,   having  no    inter- 
courfe  but  with  their  three  power- 
ful neighbours,  in  neither  of  whom 
they  could  in  future  have  any  cor- 
dial confidence.     It  was  in  vain  to 
remind    them    that   they    pofieffed 
rather  the  name  than  the  reality  of 
a  port  in  Dantzic,  fubjeft  to  innu- 
merable vexations  of  the   cuftom- 
houfe  in   time  of  peace,  and  inca- 
pable of  any  ferious   refiftance  on 
the  breaking  out  of  war;  that  the 
exchange  now  offered  was  in  icfelf 
a  proof  of  the  fair  intentions  en- 
tertained by  the  court  of  Berlin, 
fince  the  lands  to   be  yielded  and 
guaranteed  to   the  republic,   which 
were  fituated  about  the  lake  of  Goplo, 
were  a  part  of  the  late  difmember- 
ment;   and  in  a  quarter  where  the 
king  of  Pruffia  would  be  moft  likely 
to  meditate  an  extenfion  of  his  ter- 
ritories, had  he  any  fuch  purpofe; 
that  towards  Ruffia  there  was  no 
retreat  open  to  them  ;  and  that  the 
barren    and   litigious    fovereigncy 
of  two  cities  was   of   little    value, 
compared  with   the  permanent  li- 
berty   and   fecurity    of  the    whole 
Hate.     But,  vehement  and  haughty, 
they  difdained   to  bow  before   the 
exigency   of   their   fuuation  ;  they 
confulted  only  that  generous  fenfe 
of  dignity,  without   which  neither 
individuals  nor  nations  can  be  truly 
great,  yet  which,  in  difficult  circum- 
llances,  often  precipitates   the  ruin 
both  of  one  and  the  other. 

The  committee  for  foreign  af- 
fairs declined  giving  their  fandtion, 
fo  far  as  even  to  communicate  the 
propofil  to  the  diet.    The  king,  in 

the  debate  on  the  ways      /-  ,    r'  l 
J  c     .-L  20tn  Feb, 

and  m.eans  tor  the  army 

eftimates,  glanced  at  the         '  ^ 

fubje<S.     He  delivered  his  opinion 

againft 
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agalnfl;  accepting  the  loan  from  the 
bank  of  Berlin,  and  calling  on  the 
nation  to  teach  foreign  powers  that 
they  had  within  themfelves  the 
means  of  vindicating  their  own 
rights,  prefemed  a  confiderable  fum 
in  jewels  to  the  public  treafury. 
The  marfhal  count  Malachowfki 
caught  the  fplrit  of  the  example, 
and  ofFereJ  to  lend  a  million  of 
florins  without  intereft.  Great  Po- 
land engaged  to  pay  within  one 
month  the  amount  of  the  new  tax 
on  chimnles  for  three  years,  and 
Little  Poland  and  Lithuania  for  two 
years  to  come.  There  was  a  gene- 
ral emulation  in  providing  for  the 
demands  of  the  fervice  by  extraor- 
dinary contributions.  The  agents 
of  Ruffia  did  not  mifs  the  opportu- 
nity. Every  thing  was  faid,  every 
thing  was  writtfn,  which  could  in- 
fluence all  ranks  of  people  againll 
the  alledged  treachery  of  the  court 
of  Berlin. 

The  Pruffian  miniftry  found  it 
prudent  to  let  this  fermentation  fub- 
fide.  The  marquis  Lucchefmi  de- 
clared accordingly,  in  the  name 
of  his  mafler,  that  he  withdrew  his 
projeft  of  a  treaty,  and  was  con-, 
tented  to  let  every  thing  remain  on 
-  the  old  footing,  till  Poland  could 
find  fome  fair  equivalent  for  the 
defalcation  of  the  royal  revenue, 
•which  would  follow  from  an  altera- 
tion in  the  exilling  duties.  A  pro- 
mife  was  even  made  to  lower  the 
rates  at  New  FahrwalTer  very  confi- 
derably;  and  to  allow  other  advan- 
tages to  the  Polifh  commerce.  This 
conduft,  backed  by  the  influence  of 
the  Britifh  minifter,  gave  anotlier 
turn  to  the  fudden  paiTions  of  the 
verfatile  multitude.  The  Pruffian 
alliance  was  again  popular.   In  con- 

..u  ^  T      u    fequence  the  diet  un- 
icth  March,      ^        r,        r  ,     i 
•'     __  ammouUy  relolved  to 

^^  '        conclude   that   treaty 


without  delay,  and  then  to  proceed 
with  the  treaty  of  commerce.  Two 
days  afterwards,  the  queflion  came 
on  in  a  full  afl"embly.  The  Pruffian 
party  managed  with  great  dexterity 
to  bring  before  the  houfe  the  evi- 
dence which  had  been  taken  by  the 
ecclefiaftical  tribunal,  againil  the 
abbot  of  Sluck,  arrefled  the  year 
before  for  attempting  to  excite  an 
infurredion.  Ttie  traces  of  the 
hand  of  Ruffia,  which  appeared  in 
the  confpiracy,  raifed  a  violent  in- 
dignation againll  that  power;  and 
inltantly  the  order  of  the  day 
was  moved,  and  the  tr^-aty  with 
Pruffia  approved  by  univerfal  accla- 
mation. 

What  pafl'ed  on  this  occafion  was 
directly  communicated  from  Stanif- 
laus-Auguftus,  in  a  letter  perfonally 
aJdrefled  to  Frederick- William. 
Reminding  him  at  the  fame  time 
of  the  other  points  in  difcuffion  be- 
tween them,  he  made  a  forcible  ap- 
peal to  his  liberality  and  genero- 
flty  :  "  The  more  thefe  points  of 
"  commerce  (fays  he)  are  eflential 
"  to  us,  the  more  highly  will  your 
♦'  majelly  appreciate  the  eagernefs 
"  of  a  free  and  generous  nation,  to 
"  unite  with  you,  while  they  repofa 
"  entirely  on  the  perfonal  equity  of 
"  your  majefty's  known  charafter- 

"  With  a  king  fuch  as  you,  the 
"  fureft  way  is  to  :iddrefs  him  di- 
"  redtly,  by  intreating  him  to 
•*  weigh,  in  the  balance  of  his  juft 
"  mind,  the  claims  or  a  nation  who 
"  give  him  all  their  friendfhip, 
"  while  they  depend  on  the  clear 
"  letter  of  treaties,  and  on  the  fuf- 
"  feiance  of  feventeen  years.  The 
"  idea  which  they  hav?  conceiv- 
"  ed  of  the  reigning  Frederick- 
"  William  is,  that  born  to  equal 
"  his  anceflors  in  every  fort  of 
"  glory,  there  is  one  which  he 
"  wifhes  to  render  peculiarly  tiis 
[  i?  ]  3  «  own. 
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"  own,  by  fetting  his  grandeur 
"  above  this  fatal  maxim,  that  the 
*'  profperity  of  our  own  ftate  can 
*'  only  be  promoted  by  the  misfor- 
*'  tunes  of  our  neighbours." 

If  he  was  fincere  in  paying  this 
homage,  as  he  calls  it,  to  the  virtues 
of  Fredericli.- William, his  confidence 
jnuft  have  been  ilaggered  by  thq 
anfwer.  It  coldly  exprefles  a  fatis- 
fadion  in  the  kite  condudl  of  the 
Polifli  nation,  but  demands  judice 
and  impartiality  toPrullia  ;  and  then 
enters  at  much  length  on  a  dry  re- 
capitulation of  the  feveral  rtmcn- 
Ilrances  and  memorials  on  boih 
fides.  It  again  prefies  the  cefiion  of 
Dantzic  and  Thorn,  a  requeft  which, 
it  is  faid,  cannot  be  attributed  to 
any  unjuft  and  inordinate  ambition, 
as  thefe  cities  are  of  little  compa- 
rative value  to  Poland,  naturally 
belong  to  Weilern  Prufiia,  and  were 
only  excepted  on  the  furrender  of 
the  circumjacent  territory  for  rea- 
fons  no  longer  of  any  moment.  The 
backwardnei's  of  the  king  and  the 
diet  to  liilen  to  this  propoftion 
when  made  before  is  even  confidcred 
as  a  behaviour  unfriendly,  unrer.fon- 
ab!e,  and  unjufl.  Theking  of  Pruf- 
fia,  however,  had  the  caution  not  to 
fend  this  anfwer  till  after  he  had 
formally  ratified  the  treaty  of  alli- 
ance. 

The  anxiety  fhewn  by  Frederick- 
William  for  the  inllant  conclufion  of 
this  treaty,  arofe  from  the  menac- 
ing appearances  of  hoflilities,  for 
■which  he  feemed  to  be  now  feriouf- 
Jy  preparing,  in  confequence  of  his 
late  engagements  *  with  the  Ottc- 
rnan  Porte.  Had  he  been  comipel- 
led  to  have  recourfe  to  arms,  he 
ivould  thus  have  gained  a  vail  out- 
\(V6rk,  and  a  brave  though  undifci- 


plincd  people,  who,  fupported  bj4 
the  Heady  (kill  and  trained  courage 
of  his  troops,  would  have  prefented 
a  formidable  obllaclc  to  their  com- 
mon enemits,  and  have  kept  the, 
ravages  of  war  at  a  ciilance  frorn 
his  dominions.  But  in  truth,  he 
molt  defired  to  avoid,  what  he  wilh- 
ed  ethers  to  think  that  he  intend- 
ed. By  an  oitenratien  of  his  force 
he  hoped  to  make  the  trial  of  it; 
u;mecci!a?y,  and  to  drive  the  new 
king  of  Hungary  and  Bohemia  into 
his  terms,  by  the  accelHon  of  Po- 
land to  the  confederacy  formed  to 
maintain  the  balance  of  the  North. 
On  the  other  hand,  the  Poles  ima- 
gined themfelyes  to  have  fecured 
the  fuccour  of  his  armies,  in  defend- 
ing whatever  better  connitution 
they  might  ultimately  franse  for 
the  future  government  of'  their, 
country.  They  were  willing  to  rifk 
a  foreign  war,  if  th?y  cculd  obtain 
protedtion  to  their  happinel's  at 
home. 

The  article  which  applies  to  this 
fubjeft  is  the  fixth.  It  is  in  itfelf 
important,  and  different  interpreta- 
tions were  afterwards  put  upon  it 
by  the  contracting  parties.  It  may 
be  prober,  therefore,  to  infert  the 
words.     It  engages,  that  "  if  any 

"  foreign  power  what-     ,,       ,11 
«r.  n,     !j    u       •        Concluded 

"  ever  ihouid,  by  vir-         ,    ,  . 

r  '  J-        2Qth  iVlarcn. 

*•  Lue  or  any  precedmg     ^ 

"  3.6is  or  fiipulationj,  or  any  inter- 

"  pretation  of  them,  afiume  the  right 

"  of  interfering  in  the  internal  af- 

"  fairs   of  the   republic  of  Poland, 

"  or  its  dependencies,  at  any  tim.e, 

"  or  in  any  manner,  his  majefty  the 

"  king  of  Pruffia  would  firit  employ 

"  his  mofl  eihcaclous  good  offices  to 

"  prevent  hoftilities  arifing  out  of 

"  fuch    a    pretenfion;    but    if  his 


*  Seevol.  xxxiii.  Hilt.  Art.  p.  164. 
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«  ■good  offices  fhould  ftill  fail  of  ef- 
*'  feft,  and  hoftilities  againft  Poland 
"  fhould  be  the  conlequence,  his 
"  majelly  the  king  of  Pruffia,  conll- 
«*  dering  this  as  a  cafe  falling  within 
*'  the  meaning  of  the  alliance,  would 
"  aflill  the  republic,  according  to 
"  the  tenor  of  the  4.th  article," — 
that  is  with  30,000  men,  or  his 
whole  force,  if  neceiTary. 

That  they  might  be  in  a  condi- 
tion at  once  to  mt^rit  good  faith  by 
obferving  it,  and  to  defend  their 
own  liberties  againil  all  aggrcfilon, 
the  Poles  inll;antly  redoubled  their 
efforts  to  ftrengthen  and  difcipline 
their  army ;  for  v/hich  purpofe  tlie 
king  of  PrufTia  lent  them  officers: 
and  he  did  this  in  a  manner  the 
moft  oracious  to  his  new  allies. 
When  he  gave  a  difcharge  to  p  ir.ce 
Louis  of  Wurtcmbcrg,  who  was 
promoted  to  the  rank  of  lieutenant- 
general  in  the  fervice  of  the  repub- 
lic, it  was  conveyed  in  a  letter 
highly  flattering  to  the  Polifh  na- 
tion. One  ot  the  armies  foon  aker 
collefted  was  put  under  the  com- 
mand of  this  officer;  but  the  prin- 
cipal force,  which  was  ftationed  near 
the  frontiers,  at  the  poll  of  lioi.our 
anddanger,  was  given  by  Stanidaus- 
Auguftus  to  his  own  nephew,  prince 
Joteph  Poniatowfki. 

1  he  late  treaty,  and  the  beha- 
viour of  Frederick  -  Williara  in 
conlequence  of  it,  feemed  to  have 
produced  pe:fei:^  harmony   between 


the  two  allies;  and  in  this  temper, 
leave  having  been  requeflcd  for  the 
paflage  of  a  Pruffian  detachment 
ordered  to  Silefia,  ic  was  imme/r 
diately  and  unanimoufly  granted. 
But  the  natural  character  of  the  Poles 
is  quick  and  impetuous.  In  the  ne- 
goci:'.tions  v/hich  preceded  the  con- 
vention of  Reichenbach,  they  found 
frelb  caufe  of  violent  offence  againil 
Pruifia. 

Thefe  neeociations  afforded  count 
Hertzberg  an    opportunity,    as    he 
thought,    of  forcing    the    court   of 
Vienna  into   his  plans  *.    He  pro- 
pofed  therefore  the  ccfTion  of  Dant- 
zic  and  Thorn  as  the  only  mode  of 
repaying  the  expence  of  his  mailer's 
arm.aments,  and  as  the  ground-work 
of  the  peace  ;  v.'hile  to  recompenfe 
the  republic  he  required,  that  Leo- 
pold fhould  reilore  to   her  a  traft 
of  200  fquare  leagues  in  Gallicia, 
comprehending     particularly     Za- 
mofk,    Zeikiew,    and  Brody ;    and 
he  promifcd,  in  addition,  tnat  Pruf- 
fia  would   Icwsr  the  duties  on  the 
tranfit  of  goods  through  Silefia  to 
one-third,  and  grant  other  relief  to 
the  Polifh  trade.     Averfe  as  he  was 
from  increafing  the  power  of  Pruf- 
fia,  and  knowing  how  much  his  ally 
the  emprcfs  would  be  hurt  by  the 
celTion  of  Dantzic,  Leopold  did  not 
fee  ho'.v  to  extricate  himfelf  but  by 
clogging  i  Isconfent  with  fome  con- 
dicion,  which  it  v.ould  appear  un- 
reafonable  for  the  cabinet  of  Berlin 


*  In  the  French  Mercury  for  January  1792,  M.  Mallet  du  Pnn,  referring  to 
count  Hertzberg's  own  pnvau  papers,  reprclents  the  propofnion  lo  l.ave  come  trom 
PiufTia,  as  it  is  here  ftated,  but  makes  no  mention  of  Leopold's  ccnfcnt  on  any 
conditions.  On  the  other  hanti,  ihe  official  pansr,  |)ubli(hed  in  the  Beilin  Gazette 
in  April  1791,  nfferts  the  whole  arrangement  to  have  been  voluntarily  offered  by 
Leopold.  We  hive  here  endenvoiiicci  to  reconcile  the  two  accounts  as  we  believe 
the  tail  to  have  been,  and  as  the  iri<ernal  evidence  of  the  tranlaflion,  arifmg  ouj 
of  the  circumftances,  obie£ts,  and  lentimenis  of  tlie  different  parties,  convinces  us 
that  it  could  only  be.  At  the  fame  tune  we  thought  it  tight  to  give  owr  readers 
fiotics  &f  this  variatipn  in  Qur  authorities. 


[^]  4 
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to  refufe,  and  embarraffing  to  admit. 
He  did  not  objedl  therefore  to  this 
arrangement  in  favour  of  Prufha, 
but  complaining  of  it  as  contrary 
to  all  equity  that  he  Ihould  give  up 
a  part  of  his  own  dominions,  and  all 
his  conquefts  too,  he  demanded  as  a 
compenfation  an  extenfion  of  his 
own  limits  on  the  fide  of  Turkey  :  at 
the  fame  time  he  took  good  care  that 
through  general  Woyna,  the  Polilh 
ambaflador  at  his  court,  the  great 
objea:  of  all  the  PruiTiau  politics 
Ihould  be  known  at  Warfaw,  and 
probably  not  in  a  way  mc:l  likely 
to  facilitate  its  acquifition  - .  The 
diilricts  intended  to  be  given  to 
the  republic  were  worth  fix  times 
as  much  as  Dantzic  and  Thorn, 
in  extent  ofs  territory,  in  popula- 
tion, and  revenue;  and  had  been 
a  part  of  her  former  domains.  But 
it  was  not  by  fuch  calculations  that 
fhe  eflimated  the  value  of  the  two 
cities.  They  were  the  moll  fplen- 
did  appendages  of  the  Polifa  crown, 
and  Ihe  would  not  barter  them  for 
any  advantage  in  a  mere  bargain. 
The  exchange  was  not  to  be  men- 
tioned. 

It  is  probable,  neverthelefs,  that 
the  firm  and  fyitematic  policy  of 
count  Hertzberg  would  not  have  fo 
eafily  receded,  and  that  finally  Leo- 
pold mufl  have  given  way,  to  have 
ddne  what  depended  on  him  with- 
out any  compenfation  from  the 
Porte ;  and  to  have  ufed  his  influ- 
ence with  Poland  for  the  completion 
of  the  whole  arrangement;  but  the 
ficklenefs  of  Frederick -William 
here  began  to  difcover  itlelf.  The 
fubtlety  and  intrigue  cf  prince 
Kaunitz,  unable   to  mai^e   any  ini- 


preifion  on  the  Pruffian  minifler,  long 
ufed  to  penetrate  and  traverie  them, 
were  applied  with  more  fuccefs  to 
divide  the  mailer  from  an  old  and 
faithful  fervant  of  his  crown;  and 
all  the  young  courtiers,  who  had 
hardly  been  initiated  in  the  fchool 
of  the  great  Frederick,  as  well  as  all 
th.ey  who  hoped  to  build  their  own 
fortunes  on  the  ruin  of  the  minif- 
ter's  influence,  readily  lent  them- 
felvcs  to  the  plot.  The  glory  of 
giving  peace  to  Germany,  and  a 
fetilement  to  the  civil  commotions 
in  the  Netherlands,  was  painted  in 
flattering  colours;  the  prudence  of 
Hopping  a  contagion;  which,  aided 
by  the  recent  example  of  France, 
might  otherwife  endanger  the  fafety 
.of  Holland,  was  urged;  and  the 
enormous  expence  of  continuing  ar- 
maments, for  which  thc're  was  no 
profpedt  of  reiniburfement,  was  not 
forgotten.  The  motives  of  coKnt 
Hertzberg,  in  cppofing  this  train  cf 
reafoning,  were  then  artfully  dif- 
torted.  He  was  reprefented  as  the 
inveterate  enemy  of  Auilria,  as  a 
man  warm,  bold,  rejoicing  in  trou- 
bled fcenes,  and  the  inftigator  of  a 
fatal  war.  The  king  heard  this 
infidious  language  v/ith  growing 
complacency.  He  was  led  into  a 
fecret  correfpondence  v/ith  Leopold; 
and  the  ilipulations  of  the  conven- 
tion, fuch  as  it  was  concluded,  were 
agreed  without  the  concurrence  of 
the  Pruflian  miniller,  who  to  the  lall 
moment  remonftrated  againit  it,  and 
only  put  his  fignature  to  it  in  con- 
fequence  of  an  exprefs  order  frcun 
his  fovereisrn. 

From  that  mllant  the  power  of 
count  Hertzberg  was  gone,   though 


*  Seethe  cfRcial  explanation  before  mentioned,  relative  to  Dantzic  and  Tliorn, 
publilhed  in  the  Berlin  Gazette  early  in  April  1791. 
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he  continued  fome  little  time  longer 
in  oficc.  They  who  fucceeded  to  the 
favour  of  their  prince  wanted  either 
the  enlargement  of  mind  to  com- 
•prehend,  or  the  dexterity  of  ma- 
nagement to  purfue,  all  the  parts  of 
his  fyllem,  which  feems  to  have  re- 
garded the  fupport  of  Poland,  as  no 
lefs  e/Tential  than  the  acquifition  of 
Dintzic  and  Thorn. 
•J  ,  When  it  was  OiHcially  no- 

'•  ^  tiiied  at  Warfaw,  on  thepart 
of  Frederick- William,  that 
rJi  quefcion  of  the  two  cities  was 
difmiiTed  from  the  conferences  at 
Reichenbach,  the  diet  and  nation 
feemed  for  a  Ihorc  time  to  return  to 
their  former  temper.  But  a  new 
effervefcence  was  excited,  as  foon 
as  the  adual  terms  of  the  conven- 
tion were  known.  No  regard  what- 
ever appeared  to  have  been  had  to 
the-intereib  2.v\Qk  pretenfions  of  Po- 
land ;  and  this  cmifTion  occaiioned 
a  diffidence,  as  to  the  politics  of 
Pruffia,  which  never  was  removed. 
Neverthelcfs  the  republic  did  not 
relax  in  the  meafures  vvhich  (he  had 
before  been  taking  to  put  herfelf  in 
a  Hate  of  readineis,  Ihould  fne  ulti- 
mately be  called  upon,  for  the  per- 
formance of  her  obligations  to  Pruf- 
fia. Orders  were  alfo  fent  from 
Warfaw,  mu^  to  the  fatisfadion  of 
the  court  of^erlin,  for  the  imme- 
diate conclufion  of  treaties  ofcom- 
ivierce  and  alliance  with  the  Porte  ; 
and  a  treaty  with  Sweden  was  iike- 
nife  in  contemplation. 

Nor    was    the    great     work    of 
their  conHitution  neglected  by  the 
diet.       A     plan     of     confiderable 
^  ,      length  v/as  now  broufjht  for- 
?  ^     ward,     materially    differing 
^"    from  the  principles  of  melio- 
ration before  voted.     It  held   forth 
to  the  peafants  the  immediate  pro- 
teilion  of  the  laws,  and  the  means  of 
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gradual  enfranchifement  ;  it  pro- 
fciTed  to  give  to  the  tovvftts  all  the 
privileges  necefiary  to  encourage 
induftry  and  population,  but  with- 
out going  to  the  full  extent  of  their 
former  memorial ;  it  confirmed  all 
the  rights  of  the  nobility ;  and  above 
all,  it  contained  a  propofal  to  render 
the  throne  hereditary,  under  fome 
rellriftions,  and  after  the  death  of 
Staniflaus-Augullus.  As  foou  as  it 
had  been  read,  the  confideration  of 
the  whole  was  adjourned  for  a  fnort 
time,  and  the  adjournment  was  af- 
terwards Hill  farther  continued,  that 
the  members  might  be  enabled  to 
examine  and  underfland  it  in  all  its 
parts.  The  opinions  of  the  people 
varied.  Some  thought  it  too  oli- 
garchical in  its  tendency;  others 
diiapprovedthe  acceflion  offtrength 
wr.ich  the  crown  was  likely  to  de- 
rive from  it.  The  greater  part  how- 
ever viewed  it  v.ith  hcpe  and  affec- 
tion, and  already,  with  fancies  a  little 
too  fangulne,  anticipated  the  day 
when,  the  work  having  acquired  con- 
fidence from  time,  and  improvement 
from  experience,  Poland  would  en- 
joy one  of  the  belt  governments  in 
Europe. 

But  while  they  were  indulging 
thefe  plcahng  fpeculations,  an  inci- 
dent happened,  which  was  treafured 
up  as  a  precious  pretence  for  the 
future  dedrudtion  of  that  very  con- 
Ititution.  A  fubaltern  officer,  and 
fome  foldiers  had  violated  a  Greek 
chapel  belonging  to  the  Ruffian  em- 
bafly  in  the  iuburbs  of  Warfaw,  and 
arrefted  a  criminal,  who  had  taken 
fanftuary  there.  In  truth  they  were 
deceived  by  the  appearance  of  the 
building,  as  they  proved  on  their 
trial,  to  which  they  were  brought 
on  the  repeated  demand  of  the  Ruf- 
fian minilter  for  fatisfaiEtion.  The 
officer  was  broken,  and  the  men  fe- 

verely 
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verely  punifhed  ;  but  none  of  the  of- 
tendeis  were  delivered  up  to  under- 
go the  knout,  or  be  fent  to  Siberia  ; 
and  two  years  after  the  empreis 
complained  that  jultice  had  been  re- 
tuled  to  her. 

It  was  probably  to  filence  the  out- 
cry of  the  RulTian  party  on  this  mif- 
adveniare  tliat  the  proceedings 
aeainfl  prince  PoninfKi,  which  had 
flept  for  many  monrhs,  were  now 
fuddenly  refiinied.  He  was  under 
bail  to  abide  the  decision  ;  but  fore- 
feeing  the  event,  privately  withJievvf 
from  the  capital.  He  was  met,  how- 
ever,bythe  vcrycfficer  from  whom  lie 
had  efcaped  the  preceding  year,  and 
by  him  re-condufted  to  the  diet. 
There  was  no  hchtation  about  liis 
ccnviftion  ;  the  only  queflion  was 
nhether  he  {hould  receive  ii-utence 
of  death  or  banifhment;  and  it  was 
with  difficulty  carried  for  the  latter. 
^,  He  was  decreed  to  lofe  his 
\  "■  rank,  honours,  and  employ- 
^'  ments,  and  condemned  to 
have  his  orders  of  knightliord  torn 
away  by  the  com.mon  executioner; 
to  be  led  through  Warfaw,  and  pro- 
ciaimcd  a  traitor;  to  leave  tiie  capi- 
tal in  twenty-four  hour^,  and  the 
tountry  in  four  weeks;  after  wi;ich 
time,  if  found  v.ithin  the  terri- 
tories of  the  repub.lc,  he  Vv:i.';  to 
fuiFcr  death. 

From  the  fame  lenity,  however, 
to  which  he  owed  his  lite,  the  de- 
gradation and  infamy  pronounced 
againll  him  were  confined  to  his 
own  perlon,  and  declared  net  to  at- 
feft  his  family :  indeed  the  judg- 
ment itfelf,  from  the  m.erc^  of  that 
very  monarch,  whom  he  had  little 
Itfs  than  dethroned,  was  not  exe- 
cuted in  the  rigour  of  the  let- 
ter. His  orders  of  the  White 
Kagle  and  of  St.  Staniflaus  were 
jiot    torti    from   him,    but    carried 


by  his  fon  to  the  king;  and  after 
having  bc^en  fervvd  at  tahle  from  the 
royal  kitchen,  he  was  permitted  to 
remain  tiil  it  was  dark  before  he 
was  led  through  the  ilreets,  that  his 
fliame  might  be  the  lefs  expofed, 
though  darjcnefs  could  not  fave  him 
from  the  reproaches  and  infults 
which  were  Ihow.cred  upon  him  by 
the  people,  and  the  very  women,  as 
he  pafied  along. 

Vv'ith  this  example  before  their 
eyes,  the  diet  took  into  confideration 
the  plan  of  the  coniHcution  fub- 
mitted  to  them.  Tiieir  firlt  meafure 
was  to  acknov.Iedge  th'^  catholic 
church  as  the  dominant  religion  of 
the  ll-ate  ;  but  at  the  fame  time,  to 
manifeil  the  charity  which  they  felt 
towards  their  fellow  citizens  of  other 
communions,  a  decree  which  they 
had  fome  little  time  before  p.iffed  in 
favour  of  the  Greek  archbifhop  of 
Kiow,  v/as  carried  into  eftt'dt,  and 
he  was  admitted  a  member  of  the 
fenatc;  an  honour  which  his  ptede^ 
cefibr  with  all  his  endeavours  had 
never  been  able  to  obtain. 

The  project  of  a  cardinal  law  now 
followed,  ertahlilhing  the  unity  of 
the  domains  of  the  republic  for  ever. 
It  was  perhaps  unwife,  and  fuch  as 
no  Rate  ought  to  adopt,  as  it  did  not 
leave  that  difcretion  which  the  fu- 
preme  power  in  every  country  mult 
h:\ve  fur  the  general  good.  But  it  fell 
in  v/ith  the  public  alarm  relative  to 
the  defigns  of  Pruiha  on  Dantzic  and 
Thorn,  to  v/h.ich  it  phinly  pointed, 
and  in  confequence  it  was  highly 
popular.  The  propofcd  law  ran 
that  "  the  kingdom  of  Poland  and 
"  grand  dutchy  of  Lithuania,  with 
"  tiieir  refpedtivc  principalities,  pa- 
"  latinatcs,  territories,  ciUricis,  Eefs, 
"  towns  and  ports,  united  recipro- 
"  cally  for  ever  by  foicmn  co::iven- 
*'  tiuns,   lliould   remain   always  in 

"  that 
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■'  that  union  and  accord,  and  in  an 
"  indiiu.'luble  integricy  of  all  their 
"  parts :  and  thai  it  ihould  not  be 
*'  lawful  for  any  diet,  nor  for  any 
"  power  whatever,  to  make  any 
*•'  change,  and  ftiii  lefs  to  detach  or 
"  cede  any  member  of  the  boiy,  or 
''  any  part  and  parcel  of  the  eftatcs 
"  of  the  republic,  nor  to  entertain 
*'  the  propofit  on  of  any  fuch  cef- 
"  fion  or  exchange." 

This  folemn  d-;claration-.vas  given 
to  the  wiihc,'".'of  the  whole  nation : 
^,  ,     the   next   refokuion  v/as 

•^ept.  9  1.  calculated  to  gratify  the 
nobility  at  fome  hazard  of  difilitis- 
f.ictio.i  to  the  third  e.late,  who  were 
already  oftended  at  th3  pollpone- 
mcnt  of  a  propofition  whica  had 
been  made  in  their  favour,  imme- 
diat:;ly  af.er  the  new  plan  of  a  con- 
llitution  had  been  produced,  and 
which  was  founded  on  their  memo- 
rial of  the  preceding  year.  In  ad- 
dition to  this  they  now  beheld  the 
exercife  of  the  legillative  and  exe- 
cutive powers  contind  by  law  to 
the  equciliian  order  alone,  in  con- 
jundion  wi.h  the  king.  The  de- 
velopement  of  tnis  p.inciple  gave 
occafion  to  very  fpiricej  debates  in 
the  two  next  fittings,  a  queilion  being 
railed,  Whether  places  vacant  in  the 
fenaie  and  the  minillry  fhould  be 
left  to  the  nornina'ion  of  tne  king, 
as  well  as  the  great  ofi^ces  of  dignity 
around  tne  throne,  and  of  trull  in 
the  provinces  ?  It  was  llreauoufly 
contended,  th  it  by  the  abolition  of 
the  permanent  council,  all  its 
powers  fell  to  the  natian ;  but  the 
king,  on  the  fecond  night,  having 
patiently  heard  all  the  arguinents 
agalnft  himielf,  at  laft  arofe  to  'v  indi- 
cate this  prerogative.  "  It  had  ex- 
prefsly  been  guaranteed  to  him  (lie 
obferved)  by  the  nation  in  xnz  pada 
(OTfventa,  w.hich,  a3  he  had  never  in- 
Jfineed,  he  could  not  have  forfeited. 


Ke  declared,  that  he  had  never 
foughtthe  increafeofliii  ownpower; 
he  had  never  in  any  inllaoce  wilhed, 
even  the  maintenance  of  that  power 
to  which  he  had  the  moll  indubita- 
ble right,  if  it  fhould  fairly  appear  to 
be  inconfillent  with  the  public  wel- 
fare. Did  he  believe  the  preroga- 
tive in  queftion  to  be  of  that  nature, 
he  would  be  the  firil  to  move  its  ex- 
tincliun.  But  it  could  not  be  of  a.d- 
vantage  to  the  nation  to  take  from 
him  the  means  of  rewarding  merit 
an  1  conferring  bounty  :  and  if  the 
country  had  luirered  mifery,  all  the 
world  knew  the  caufe,  which  could 
not  be  afcribed  to  that  prercgati'/p 
of  the  crown." — This  appeal  to 
their  juftice  and  their  conl'ciences 
prevailed:  and  foon  afterwards  the 
rell  of  the  article,  comprizing  the 
remaining  cardinal  laws  of  the  fu- 
ture conilitution  (freedom  offpeech 
in  the  diet  aud  dietines,  the  liberty 
of  the  piefs,  and  other  provifions 
in  favour  of  the  fubjed)  paiTed 
without  oppoiltion. 

Bjt  th;:  great  reform  of  all  in  the 

government  no.v  came   o     ^         -l 
f     U      i-r    ,T  -i         1         Sept.  20th. 
to  be  dilcaded ;  whe-       ' 

thcrthe  elective  monarchy,\yhich  had 
fubfilicd  ever  fmce  the  death  of  Si- 
gifmond-AuguiluS,  in  1572,  and 
which  Poland  had  now  generally 
learned  to  confider  as  the  fourcc  of 
her  calamities,  Ihould  not  be  chang- 
ed for  an  hereditary  fu:celuon?  The 
point  had  been  bef  )re  incidentally 
agitatjd,  and  the  elector  of  Saxony 
meiuioned,  wnofe  lineage  and  edu- 
cation were  in  a  great  meafure  Po- 
ll'h  ;  who  was  de  cended  from  the  fa- 
mily of  Jagh^llon,  and  iiad  in  his 
veins  the  b.ojd  of  the  great  Sobiefki ; 
whofe  grandfather  and  great-grand 
fither  had  reigned  over  the  repub- 
lic, and  who  himfelf  fpoke  the  lan- 
guage of  the  country  with  fluency 
and  elegance,  iiut  a  preliminary 
meafure 
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meafure  was  firft  to  be  carried :  it 
was  necefl'ary  that  it  fliould  be  pre- 
vioufly  refolved  to  name  a  fuccellbr 
in  the  life  of  the  king. 

When  this  was  moved,  inftead  of 
a  diredl  oppofition,  an  artful  alarm 
was  profeffed  for  the  fafety  of  the 
king.  It  was  faid,  that  to  name  a 
fuccefTor  and  founder  of  a  future 
dynafty,  was  to  open  a  door  to  all 
forts  of  intrigue,  to  divide  the  affec- 
tions of  the  people,  and  create  a 
fort  of  rival  to  tlie  throne,  who 
might  not  be  contented  to  wait  the 
courfe  of  nature.  This  drew  up  the 
king,  who  avowed  that,  "  confident 
in  the  aftedion  of  the  nation,  he  did 
not  feel  the  flighted  fufpicion  of 
ftich  a  danger.  But  if  it  was  a 
^neflion,  whether  the  fafety  of  his 
own  perfon  or  that  of  his  country 
ihould  be  expofcd,  no  man  could 
hefitate  without  a  crime.  Grant- 
ing even,  that  his  life  was  aftuaily 
endangered  by  the  law  now  to  be 
pafied,  he  would  a  thoufand  times 
prefer  that  it  fhould  be  daily  put  to 
the  mofl  imminent  hazard,  rather 
than  that  his  country  fliould  be  de- 
prived of  the  only  law,  which  could 
for  ever  preferve  it  'from  the  hor- 
rors of  civil  war,  and  for  ever 
withdraw  it  from  foreign  dominion, 
from  which  Poland  now  had  the 
honour  of  having  efFefted  her  eman- 
cipation. At  the  fame  time  he  de- 
clared, that  bound  as  he  was  by  the 
original  pad;  of  his  own  elevation 
to  the  throne,  he  had  never  taken  a 
lingle  fl:ep  relative  to  the  fucceffion, 
nor  would  he  have  any  Ihaj-e  in  fuch 
a  meafure,  unlefs  he  were  fet  at  li- 
lierty  by  the  exprefs  v/ill  of  the  na- 
tion."— The  aflembly  was  deeply 
imprefl*ed  with  his  generous  difdain 
of  all  perfonal  confiderations,  his  re- 
ligious regard  to  his  faith,  and  his 
deference  to  the  public  will.  As  by 
an  inftant  impulfe  the  members  all 


crouded  round  the  throne  with  an 
enthufiafm  which  ids  fpeeches  on 
many  occafions  excited,  and  en- 
treated to  have  the  honour  of  kiffing 
his  hand.  When  the  ceremony 
was  over,  prince  Sapieha,  the  mar- 
fhal  of  Lithuania,  propoR^d  that 
provincial  aflemblies  ihould  be  cal- 
led rogether,  for  the  purpofe  of  afk- 
ing  their  confent  to  chufe  a  fuccefTor 
in  the  life  of  the  king.  It  was  re- 
folved accordingly,  without  a  dif- 
fenting  voice;  and  t"-o,days  after, 
univerfals  to  that  eiled  were  dif- 
patched  to  the  feveral  palatinates, 
flates  and  diftri(ils. 

The  next  Itep,  of  recommending 
the  eleflor  of  Saxony  .  as  the  fuc- 
cefibr,  occafioned  warm  debates  on 
the  25th  and  26ch;  but  this  too, 
having  the  approbation  of  the  king, 
ivas  carried  at  lafl  without  a  divi- 
fion;  and  the  v/iilies  of  the  reprefen- 
tative    body  in    this    refpetSl,   were 

■p.  ^  J  made  known  by  new  uni- 
Dated  r ,      ^-,       -'    . 

/^o.      .L  vcrials.    No  previous  care 

Uct.  Qth.  ,  ^  ^  , 

■^  however,   ieems    to   have 

been  taken  for  the  purpofe  of  en- 
gaging the  eledor  himfelf  in  the 
fcheme  of  the  future  confHtuticn,  at 
the  head  of  which  he  or  his  defcend- 
ents  were  hereafter  to  be  placed. 
It  W3.S  even  faid  at  the  time,  that 
his  determination,  not  to  accept  the 
throne  unlefs  with  the  common  con- 
fent of  the  three  great  conterminous 
powers,  was  no  fecret.  But  perhaps 
it  was  thought  that  a  fceptre  vo- 
luntarily offered  to  his  hand  might 
invite  him,  though  a  prince  of  mo- 
derate ambition,  to  incur  fome  little 
hazard  for  the  happinefs  of  a  whole 
nation,  that  had  ihewn  fo  noble  a 
confidence  in  him:  and  Staniflaus- 
Auguftus  felt  that  to  tender  it  at 
leall  to  a  foreign  potentate,  who, 
befides  his  natural  connexion  with 
the  country,  had  fhewn  himfelf  fo 
worthy  to  reign,  was  the  furefl  tcft 

to 
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to  prove  the  purity  of  his  own  mo- 
tives in  exerting  himfelf  for  the  ag- 
grandifement  of  the  crown. 

Since  the  convention  of  Reichen- 
bach,  the  king  of  Pruffia  had  not 
given  any  direft  intimation  of  his 
defire  to  obtain  Dantzic  and  Thorn  : 
but  while  he  fcemed  moil  indifferent 
about  them,  he  moll  plainly  fliewed 
that  they  were  never  out  of  his  fight. 
Afcheme  of  a  commercial  treaty  was 
brought  forward,  by  which  the  inha- 
bitants of  Poland  were  to  be  allowed 
the  right  of  importing;  and  export- 
ing through  New  FahrwafTer  with- 
out touching  at  Dantzic,  on  paying 
a  duty  of  only  two  per  cent,  while 
Dantzic  was  Hill  to  continue  paying 
12  per  cetit.  till  future  provifion 
ftiould  be  made  on  that  head.  The 
merchants  of  Dantzic  faw  this  in- 
fidious  liberality  in  the  light  of  a 
bribe,  intended  to  purchafe  the  ac- 
quiefcence  of  their  fellow  fubjefts  in 
their  ruin.  Immediately  the  city 
was  in  a  high  ferment;  and  a  depu- 
tation, charged  with  inilrudlions  of 
rather  a  violent  nature,  was  fent  to 
Staniflaus-Auguftus,  againft  the  re- 
monllrances  of  the  council  and  the 
magiftrates,  who  in  vain  endeavour- 
ed to  perfuade  moderation.  Thefe 
delegates  were  well  received  not 
only  by  the  king  but  the  committee 
who  had  the  conduft  of  the  nego- 
ciation ;  and  Staniilaus- 
Auguflus  addrefled  to  the 
council  and  magiftrates 
a  royal  refcript,  full  of  that  paternal 
folicitudc  which  he  never  failed  to 
exprefs  towards  all  his  fubjefts;  but 
containing  fentiments  which  could 
not  be  pleafing  to  Frederick-Wil- 
liam. "  Even  to  this  moment  (faid 
"  the  king)  no  ill  fuccefs  has  been 
"  able  to  make  us  renounce  our  in- 
"  tention  and  defire  of  coming  to 
•*  your  fuccour;  neither  fliall  any 
"  thing  turn  us  from  it  in  the  end ; 


Dated 
22d  Sept. 


"  and  this  refolution,  fixed  and  un- 
"  changeable,  will  excite  and  en- 
"  courage  us  to  attempt  all  poffible 
"  means  for  effefling  it."  Nor  were 
promiles  all  that  was  obtained. 
The  projeft  of  a  free  navigation  of 
the  Viilula  was  abandoned;  and  a 
counter-projed,  highly  advantage- 
ous to  the  trade  of  Dantzic,  was  fub- 
llituted.  This  of  courfe  was  com- 
municated to  the  court  of  Berlin  ; 
but  no  anfvver  for  the  prefent  was 
given. 

The  legal  duration  of  the  diet 
was  now  nearly  at  an  end,  and  none 
of  the  details  of  the  conftitution 
were  definitively  fettled.  To  have 
left  this  important  part  of  their  work 
wholly  to  the  chance  of  the  fame 
members,  or  a  majority  of  them, 
being  returned  to  ferve  in  the  next 
diet,  would  have  been  to  endanger 
all  their  pall  labours,  as  well  as  their 
remaining  defigns.  This  had  been 
early  forefeen.  So  long  fince  as  the 
preceding  June,  a  general  refolution 
on  the  fubjedl  had  been  pafled,  after 
a  difcuffion  of  eight  days.  The  fen- 
timents of  the  king  on  thatoccafion 
dcferve  to  be  recorded,  as  llrongly 
marking  his  difinterefted  zeal  for 
the  good  of  his  country.  Being 
aflced  by  fome  of  his  friends,Why  he 
wiflied  to  prolong  a  diet  which  had 
given  him  fo  many  mortifications, 
when  he  might  hope  to  fee  one 
fo  much  more  favourably  difpofed 
towards  him  ?  "  That  is  true,"  re- 
plied he,  "  but  then  I  fnould  rifk 
"  the  overihrow  of  many  things 
"  well  done  by  this  diet,  becaufe 
"  they  have  not  had  time  to  com- 
"  plete  their  plans,  and  to  reconcile 
"  the  nation  to  their  work  by  the 
"  experience  of  its  utility."  The 
mode  in  which  the  exiftence  of  the 
prefent  diet  was  to  be  continued, 
now  prefTed  itfelf  on  their  conii- 
deration.  It  was  firft  refolved  that 
notwithftanding; 
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notwithflanding  tlie  meeting-  of  the 
dietines,  the  exifling  dietdiculd  ftill 
continue  to  iit ;  and  ftrong  protells 
being  entered  againft  this  unufual 
courfe,  a  temporary  and  particular 
law  was  nia'^e  to  legalize  it  on  this 
occaflOB,  and  to  fix  the  convocation 
cf  the  dietines  for  the  i6th  of  No- 
vember. It  was  then  moved  by  M. 
Matufcwit'/.,  nuncio  of  Brzefc  in  Li- 
thuania, that  it  fbould  be  recom- 
mended to  the  palatinates  to  re- 
elect the  fame  reprefentatives,  un- 
lefs  they  had  fpecial  rcafons  for 
changing  individuals,  and  to  con- 
tinue tne  diec  under  the  fime  con- 
federation and  the  fanie  mMrlaals. 
The  king  fupported  the  propofr.ion, 
and  it  was  taken  to  be  debated  on 
a  future  dav.  It  was  dilcufied  two 
days,  and  ultimately  paiTed  alir.ofl 
unanimoufiy.  At  length  the  ad- 
dition of  an  equal  number  of  new 
members  was  fuggcfted,  and  enforc- 
ed with  all  the  perfuafion  and  au- 
thority cf  the  king.  The  double 
diet  in  confcquence  was  decreed. 
It  \v?.$  ordered  that  under  this  form 
tlie  prefent  confederation  fhould  lail: 
two  years  more,  during  which  period 
it  was  hoped  that  the  conJtitution 
would  not  only  be  finilhed,  but  time 
be  allowed  for  fomefhort  trial  of  its 
pradical  cficds. 

The  moment  was  not  favourable 
to  the  interclls  of  the  dominant 
party.  Their  foreign  politics  in 
conneflion  with  PruUia  had  no  lon- 
ger the  public  opinion  on  their 
aide  ;  and  the  citizens  av.»'.  burghers 
began  loudly  to  proclaim  their  con- 
lidence  {liaken,  by  the  paihng  of  the 
cardinal  law  which  excluded  them 
frcm  all  (hare  in  the  legifip.tive 
power.  A  letter  on  this  Ihbjed, 
written  by  M.  Decker,  late  pre- 
fident  of  tlie  burghers,  and  addreffed 
by  him  on  his  death-bed  to  the  mar- 
ihal  Malachovvflii,  was  printed,  and 
6 


read  with  great  ea^ernefs.  It  con* 
tamed  a  folemn  remonftrance  and 
afFedl;ng  adjuration  ;  it  indireflly 
charged  a  breach  of  faith  in  not 
granting  the  effcft  of  the  memorial 
formerly  prefented.  In  the  mean 
while  count  Sziznefa  Potocki,  who 
was  at  the  head  of  the  ordnance  de- 
partment, and  all  his  connexions, 
were  indefatigable  in  publifning  and 
fpreading  protcfts,  manifeftoes,  and 
libels  of  every  form,  againfl:  the  latd 
proceedings  of  the  diec ;  efpecially 
againfi;  their  prolongation  of  their 
own  exigence,  and  this  new  mon- 
lier,  as  t'aey  confidered  it,  of  a  dou- 
ble reprefentation.  The  great  po- 
pular leader  M.  Suchodolcki  b  gan 
to  abate  of  his  enthufiafm  in  the 
Prullian  caufe.  The  oppofite  party 
vilibly  gained  ground  among  the 
nuncios ;  and  the  grand  general 
Branicki,  who  had  married  a  niece 
of  Prince  Potenikin,  openly  and 
Ibenuoully  fupporting  that  fide,  left 
Warfaw  to  cultivate  his  intere!l:,and 
influence  the  approaching  eleftlons. 

The  Pruffian  party,  however,  had 
ftillaclearmajority,  notwithftanding 
all  the  efforts  of  their  adverfaries : 
and  immediately  before  the  opening 
of  the  dietines  they  had  recourfe  to  a 
mc:'-furc,  happily  and  wifely  calcu- 
lated to  conciliate  the  mercantile 
intereft.  Two  hundred  of  the  prin- 
cipal bankers,  merchants,  and  arti- 
zans  were  admitted  in  one  day  into 
the  order  of  nobility  ;  and  fhortly 
afterwards  this  lill  was  followed  by 
another,  as  well  as  by  a  refolution 
opening  a  wide  entrance  to  Hill 
greater  numbers  from  all  the  pro- 
vinces. 

At  the  fime  tine,  to  flrike  terror 
into  the  party  of  the  grand  general 
Branicki,  who  had  been  accufed  by 
the  brother  of  the  late  grand  trea- 
furer,  and  who  was  now  purfuing  a 
line  of  politics  conneftcd  with  the 

fame 
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fame  foreign  intereft  which  had 
been  fo  fatal  to  prince  Poninfki,  the 
punifnmcnt  of  that  nobleman  was 
by  a  decree  declared  to  be  extend- 
ed to  all  his  accomplices  and  adhe- 
rents. The  purport  of  this  mea- 
fure  could  not  be  mifundcrllood. 
It  did  not,  however,  feem  to  abate 
the  courage  and  aflivity  of  thofe 
againft  whom  the  blow  was  fo  mani- 
fertly  aimed. 

Under  thefe  circumflances  thedi- 

Nr     ctines  met.     In  the  circle 
OV.    lO.  f.  ,  ,  . 

or  vvarlaAV  every  thing 
went  without  obitruflion  in  the 
manner  n>oft  agreeable  to  the  ruling 
party.  But  at  a  diiance  from  the 
capital,  the  opinions  of  the  voters 
were  more  divided.  It  was  even 
reported  (though  a  contradidion, 
or  rather  an  explanation  of  the  re- 
port, was  afterwards  circulated) 
that  at  Lublin  prince  AJam  C/.ar- 
toriiki,  the  king's  uncle,  experienced 
fome  ill  treatment  for  having  pro- 
poled  an  hereditary  monarchy.  In 
other  places,  burthenfome  and  of- 
fenfive  conditions  were  annexed  to 
the  future  throne  of  the  eledor  of 
Saxony;  and  in  fome  of  the  dietines 
in  Volhinia,  where  all  the  property 
and  influence  of  the  grand  general 
Eranicki  lay,  prince  Potemkin,  who 
was  a  natii'e  of  Poland,  and  lliil 
polfeffird  an  eftate  and  refidence 
in  Polifh  Ukraine,  was  put  in  no- 
mination as  a  candidate  for  tlie  fuc- 
ceflion.  On  the  other  hand,  many 
members  of  the  provincial  alTembiies 
applied  to  Stanillaus-Auguilus,  and 
offered  to  vote  for  the  nomination  of 
a  fuccefTor,  if  that  lucceiTor  might  be 
one  of  his  own  nephev.s,  and  not  the 
eleifior  of  Saxony.  But  in  anfwer 
to  all  thefe  applications,  he  perfiiled 
in  making  the  fame  noble,  dlfmte- 
refted,  and  truly  patriotic  declara- 
tion ;  "  Know  gentlemen,"  faid  he, 
"  that  I  had  no  Ihare  in  the  defign  of 
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"  nominating  my  fuccefibr  during; 
"  my  life;  notwithdanding  which, 
"  if  the  nomination  ihould  foil  on 
"  a  prince  of  my  own  blood,  it 
**  would  give  rife  to  a  ilrong  fufni- 
"■  clon  that  I  had  been  clandeftinely 
"  the  author  of  the  projeft.  Be- 
"  fides,  it  is  rny  opinion,  that  in 
"  chufmg  for  your  future  king, 
"  a  potentate  whofe  riches,  rank, 
"  and  connections  would  give  a 
''^  lullre  to  the  choice,  in  addition 
"  to  the  virtues  and  political  ta- 
"  lents  which  diiHnguiih  the  eledor 
*'  of  Saxony,  you  would  greatly 
"  contribute  to  the  dignity,  power^ 
"  and  advantage  of  the  republic." 
— Surely  if  this  condud  be  not  pure 
and  fplendid,  there  is  no  purity  or 
fplendour  in  political  virtue. 

Finding  the  king  immoveable  as 
to  the  perfon  of  his  fuccelTor,  all  the 
provincial  afienibiies,  except  thofe 
of  Volhinia,  confirmed  the  recom- 
mendation which  had  been  made  to 
them,  of  the  eledor  of  Saxony,  and 
confentcd  that  he  fliould  be  named 
to  the  fucceflion  in  the  life  of  Sta- 
nifLius  Augullus.  Some  went  fo 
far  as  even  to  inllrud  their  repre- 
lentatives  to  vote  for  a  law  not  con- 
fined to  the  immediate  cafe,  but 
eilablilhing  an  hereditary  mona/r- 
chy.  This  quePiion,  however,  it  mull 
be  obferved,  was  not  properly  before 
the  dietines. 

The  old  diet  adjourned  for  eight 
days,  while  the  eledions  were  pro- 
ceeding in  the  neighbourhood  of 
the  capital ;  and  it  never  afterwards 
entertained  any  queition  of  magni- 
tude, though  it  continued  to  fit,  till 
the  new  members  were  arrived  at 
Warfaw.     At  length  it     t\  . 

terminated  an  lionour-  -* 

able  and  (had  it  fb  pleafed  Provi- 
dence) an  ufeful  career,  to  make  way 
for  tlie  double  diet,  the  firil  of  the 
kind  in  the  hiuorv  of  Poland. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP.        III. 

State  of  affairs  at  the  7neettng  cf  the  double  diet.  Motion  that  all  the  mem- 
ben  Jhoidd  take  att  oath  to  recei've  no  gratuity  from  a?iy  foreign  poavert 
<v:armly  debated.,  but  rejeBed.  Order  of  bvfinefs  taken  into  conf  deration. 
Violent  difputes  in  the  diet.  Tranquillity  rejiorsd  by  Stanifaus-Auguftus. 
^nfver  of  the  elector  of  Saxony.  Diet  proceeds  to  the  regulation  of  future 
dietines.  Motion  for  referring  the  fubjeB  to  a  committee.  Inconffent  nvitb 
a  lanxj  of  i'/6'i.  The  nK hole  code  cf  I'jb'i  repealed.  OhjeB  of  the  allied 
po'wers,  England,  Holland,  and  PruJJia,  ^with  refpeB  to  Poland.  Commer- 
cial treaty  propofed  by  the  Englijh  en-voy,  and Jeconded  by  the  Dutch.  Cal- 
culated to  gi-ue  Poland  a  participation  in  the  trade  of  na'val Jiores.  Obfer- 
'vaticns  on  that  trade.  Official  note  of  the  Englijh  ennioy  to  the  committee  of 
foreign  affairs.  Their  anf'wer.  Confidential  note,  7nore  explicit,  from  Mr. 
Haih's.  Pamphlet  attributed  to  him  makes  a.  great  imprejfion.  Ceffion  of 
Dantzic  an  ejjential  part  of  the  fyjiem.  Ruffian  agents  excite  alarm  on  thai 
fubjeSl.  Ridicule  the  idea  of  England  attacking  Ru(f:%.  Try  to  intimidate 
Poland.  Pamphlet  in  anfnver  to  Mr.  Hailes,  afcribed  to  M.  Altefii,  the 
R'.ff.an  fecret  ary .  Able  reply  of  the  former.  Solemn  --warning  from  him  to 
Poland.  Dffcrent  public  ccndutl  of  the  federal  ponvers  concerned.  Com- 
mitter reports  the  propojitions  of  the  allies  to  the  diet.  Violent  debates  on  the 
qucfiion  of  ceding  Dantzic.  Refolution  at  lafi  not  decifi<ve.  Proceedings  a>t 
the  fame  time  in  the  Britijlj  parliament  refpeBing  the  affairs  of  the  North. 
hnmediate  completion  of  the  neiu  Polrj'h  confiitution  indifpenfably  neceffary. 
Fa--vourable  reception  of  a  political  drama,  Jhe-jjs  the  people  difpojed  to  here- 
ditary monarchy.  Motion  for  inipeacling  the  author  laughed  at  by  the  diet. 
Subfiance  of  the  lanv  for  regulating  dietines.  Of  that  for  fettling  the  pri- 
njileges  of  free  toivns.  Uni'verfal  joy  on  paffng  thefe  la-ix'S.  Public  thankf- 
gi'i'ing  on  the  cccafon,  and  addrefs  to  the  marfmls  and  the  king.  Fifth  of 
May  fixed  on  for  completing  the  re'voliition.  Reafoyis  for  anticipating  that 
g'vent.  Takes  place  on  the  third  of  May.  Proceedings  on  that  ciay  'uari- 
Dufiy  reported.  Ki?ig's  fpeech  to  the  diet.  h'e-~u  confiitution  pajfjcd.  King 
takes  the  oath  firfi  in  the  houfe  of  affcjnbly,  and  cfter-tvards  in  the  church. 
Speech  of  prince  Sapicha  on  taking  the  oath.  Eighteen  nuncios  publijh  aprotefi. 
No  bloodjhed  or  tumult.  Remarks  upon  the  code,  cfpecially  on  the  nevj  po^jjcrs 
cf  the  croivn,  and  the  pro-vifons  in  fa-vour  of  the  peafants. 

J.  f  fc^HE  moment  when  the  of  viftory  ;    the  Ottomans,  broken 

c..\.         Jl      double  diet  met  was  and  difpirited,  foon  after  received  a 

'     highly  critical  to  the  affairs  blow  almoft  irreparable,  in  the  lofs 

of  the  north,   and  loudly  demanded  of  Ifmailow,  and  its  brave  garrifon. 

prompt   and  decifive    mealures   on  The  king  of  Sweden  had  not  only 

the  part  of  the  allied  powers.     The  made  a  feparate  peace  with  Ruffia, 

Ruffian  armies  were  in  tlie  full  career  but  *  was  giving  diredt  admonitions 

*  Refcrlpt  prefcnted  by  M.  Hadenftein,  the  Swedifli  envoy  at  Conftantinople, 
oa  the  2  7ih  of  Sept.  i/gO' 

to 
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ingjy  made,  and  was  popular.  It 
v/as  refilled  however,  and  by  the 
king  himfelf,  attending  to  hold  up 
the  whole  of  that  illufoious  body  to 
unjuft  fufpicions  in  the  eyes  of  the 
vvorkl;  to  fuppofe  the  neceflity  of 
fuch  a  general  teft,  it  was  argued, 
would  be  to  give  no  little  colour  to 
the  charge  of  corruption,  which  had 
b^en  fo  often  made  againft  the  na- 
tion. Thefs  confideraticns  -pj 
prevailed,  and  after  a  debate  ^-th* 
of  fone  length,  the  quclliou  ^ 
was  Icfl  by  a  fmall  majority.  But 
on  a  fubfequent  day,  the  receiving 
of  fuch  a  bribe  was  made  a  capital 
offence. 

The  order  of  their  future  pro- 
ceedings now  came  to  be  difcuffed. 
The  king  and  the  fcnate  wanted  to 
rc!"ui-ne  the  confideration  of  the  car- 
dinal laws ;  '  ut  it  was  infified  by 
the  leaders  among  the  nuncios,  that 
they  fhould  inftantiygo  to  tiis  ella-' 
bl'Tiiment  of  the  new  form  of  go- 
vernment, and  begin  with  the  rej^u- 
la.tion  of  the  future  dietines.     The 


to  the  Porte  not  to  place  any  truft  in 
allies,  who,  he  faid,  "  had  mr.dehim 
many  promifes,  without  performing 
any,"  and  "  who  were  fceking  their 
own  intereft,  rather  than  that  of  the 
Porte."  On  the  other  hand,  Leo- 
pold, having  now  gained  the  hearts 
of  his  Hu:;garian  and  Bohemian 
fubjeds,  and  entertaining  little 
doubt  of  his  final  fuccefs  in  the  Ne- 
therlands, fijewed  a  difpofition  to 
chicane  with  the  allies.  France,  in 
the  mean  time^  more  and  more 
fixed  the  attention  of  Europe.  M. 
Necker  and  his  friends  had  been 
exchanged  for  a  minilby,  who  (in 
their  own  language)  were  more  on 
the  level  of  the  revolution  ;  and 
the  national  afTembly  began  to  look 
to  the  early  termination  of  their  la- 
bours, in  the  completion  of  the  con- 
ftitution. 

Under  thefe  circumflances,  it  was 
recefiary  for  the  allies,  on  all  ac- 
counts, to  bring  m.attcrs  to  a  fpeedy 
iflue ;  and  from  the  conduct  c." 
the  king  of  Ssveden  on  one  hand, 
and  the  court  of  Vienna  on  the 
other,  the  decided  co-operation  of 
Poland  bec.irie  of  more  moment 
than  ever. 

The  increafed  number  of  the  diet 
feeme3  only  to  bring  an  atceii-cn 
of  energy  and  determination,  which 
difplayed  themfelves  in  all  their 
force,  as  foon  as,  havin£>- .  gone 
through  the  requifite  formalities, 
fubfcribed  the  adts  of  confederation, 
and  judged  the  double  returns,  the 
ftate^  proceeded  to  the  confideration 
of  the  great  work  which  lay  befo.e 
them.  Many  of  the  inftruftions 
from  the  dietines  required,  that  an 
oath  fhould  be  taken  by  all  mem- 
bers of  the  diet  to  maintain  the  fu- 
ture confiitution,  and  to  accept  no 
pehfion  or  gratuity  from  any  foreign 
jower.  Tiie  motion  was  aecord- 
■  Vol.  XXXIV. 


tumult  towards  midnij^f  r  ro^e  to 
the  hig heir  pitch;  and  fome  of  the 
nuncios,  it  is  faid,  even  talked  of 
retiring  to  their  own  proper  and  fe- 
parate  houfe,  and  thus  diffolving  the 
conf; delation.  But  at  lengiii  the 
king,  with  hii  utuai  p..;l(/nce  of 
mind  and  conciliation  of  addrefsi 
reftcred  trar.quillity :  nnd  if  being 
determined  by  a  icrutiny,  in  fhe  na- 
ture of  a  previous  quLilion,  that  the 
votes  Ihould  be  "taken  upon  the 
main  queftioti  at  the  next  fitting, 
it  was  put  to  the  vote  ac-  j 
cordingly,  and  a  majority  -[^  ,  * 
was  found  of  three  to  two  ^  " 
for  the  latter  order  of  proceeding. 

Neither  did  this  fpirit  appear  to 
be  abated  by  the  anfwer  which 
fhortly  after  arrived  from  the  elec- 
tor of  Saxony,  to  whom,  as  foon  as 

[C]  the 
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the  fenfe  of  the  dietines  had  been  committee  of  foreign  affairs  recelV'* 

afcertained  in  his  favour,  an  appli-  ed  from  the  diet  their  full  powers 

Cation  had  been  made  on  the  fub-  to     negociate     with    PrufTia,     they 

jeft.     His  letter  was  highly  flatter-  were  alfo  provifionally  authorized  to 

ing    indeed,   full  of  gratitude  and  treat  with  England,  and   this  was 


affeftion  to  the  republic,  but  it  dc 
cided  nothing.  It  contained  only 
a  conditional  acceptance,  provided 
fuch  a  rtep  did  not  give  umbrage  to 
the  neighbouring  powers. 

In  purfuing  the  courfe  which 
they  had  marked  out  to  thenifelves, 
the  ftatcs  were  for  many  different 
days  occupied  in  difcuiling  and  fet- 
tling the  privileges  to  be  exercifed 
by  their  conitituents  in  dietines. 
But  at  length  perceiving  that  much 
other  important  bufinefs  was  pref- 
iing  upon  them,  and  fearing  that 
many  parts  of  the  detail  then  before 
them  might  give  rife  to  mifrepre- 
fentation,  and  excite  much  embar- 
rafiing  agitation  in  the  public  mind, 
M.  Soltyk,  a  nuncio  of  Livonia, 
recommended  that  the  whole  matter 
fliould  be  referred  to  the  confidera- 
tion  of  a  committee.  The  fugwef- 
tion  was  approv^ed,  but  a  cardinal 


regularly  notified  to  Mr.  Hailcs  at 
Warfaw,  and  again  to  the  Court  of 
London  by  M.  Bukati,  the  Polifti 
envoy  in  this  country.  But  no  ftep 
was  taken,  while  the  commercial 
treaty  between  Poland  and  PrufCa, 
which  was  to  be  the  corner-ftone  of 
the  fyftem,  was  ftill  in  negociatioa. 
That  now  feemed  in  a  manner  ta 
be  at  an  end.  Various  propofitions 
on  the  part  of  Frederick-William 
had  been  made,  and  rejefted  with 
more  or  lefs  ill-haniour ;  and  a 
counter-propofal,  as  we  faw  towards 
the  conclufion  of  the  lad  chapter, 
had  been  for  fome  time  under  his 
examination.  Atlength count  Goltz, 
in  an  official  note,  beginning  and 
ending  with  the  ftrongell  profeffions 
of  amity,  and  of  a  defire  for  a  com- 
mercial connedtion  on  terms  of  mu- 
tual benefit,  declared,  that  his  fove- 
reign    could    not    fubfcribe   to   the 


law   in  the  conilitutional   cede   of    propofed  treaty  without  facrificing 


1768  flood  in  the  way.  Immedi- 
ately the  repeal  of  the  whole  code 
was  moved.  The  independent  fpi- 
rit  of  the  nation  was  roufed  at  the 


his  own  revenues,  and  fubvcrrtng 
from  the  very  bottom  the  principal 
branches  of  the  induilry,  agricul- 
ture, and  commerce  of  his  own  fub- 


mentionofthatlaft-remaining badge  jeds.     All  the  advantages,  he  re- 

of  fervitude.    No  man  dared  marked,  were  on  the  fide  of  Poland, 

to  undertake  its  defence  or  and  no  compenfation  was  given  to 

apology,  and  it  was  repealed  PrufJia. 


Feb. 

2lfl. 


without  a  diilenting  voice. 

This  was  a  favourable  prognoflic 
for  the  allied  powers,  who  were  now 
making  one  final  effort  to  unite  Po- 
land with  themfelves  in  a  perma- 


Under  thefe  circumftances,  the 
Britifli  minifier  at  Warfaw  took  the 
lead,  and  was  feconded  by  the 
Dutch  minifler,  in  vhe  projetl  of  a 
commercial    treaty,    of   which    the 


nent  fyflem,  the  bond  of  which  was  fundamental  condition  was  to  have 

to  be  the  mutual  benefit  expcfted  been  the  ceffion  of  Dantzic;  forte 

to  be  derived  to  the  commerce  of  that  fingle  city  the  views  of  Fre- 

all.     Some  meafure  of  the  kind  had  derick-William  were  now  ultimately 

long  been   in   contemplation.      So  confined.      The    maritime    powers 

early  as  tlie  year  1789,  when  the  were  not  only  to  have  been  guaran- 

■    3  tees, 
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tees,  but  to  have  had  voices  at  a 
board  of  confuls,  who  were  to  have 
cognizance  of  all  difputes  arifinq; 
out  of  the  treaty.  A  rate  of  duties 
was  to  have  been  eftablifhed  in 
perpetuity  ;  under  which  the  trade 
cf  Poland  would  have  found  eafy 
accefs  to  the  fea  through  the  whole 
extent  of  coaft  fubjsft  to  the  houfe 
of  Brandenburgh,  and  overland  to 
Germany  through  Silefia.  This 
treaty  was  to  have  been  followed 
by  others  cf  political  alliance,  to 
have  fecured  the  liberty  of  Po- 
land. 

Such  a  commercial  fyilem  was 
cxpefted  to  break  the  monopoly  of 
Ruffia  in  the  fupply  of  naval  ftores, 
for  which  we  were  wholly  depen- 
dent on  the  policy  or  caprice  of 
that  domineering  power,  who  not 
only  refufed  to  renew  her  expired 
treaty  with  us,  but  had  granted  to 
our  great  rival  France  the  condi- 
tions which  fhe  denied  to  us.  Sti- 
mulated by  this  condudl  on  her 
part  *,  we  had  fent  agents  to  exa- 
mine the  interior  of  the  Poliih  ter- 
ritories, and  report  on  the  produfts 
of  the  foil,  and  indultry  of  the  in- 
habitants. It  was  found  in  confe- 
quence  that  many  of  the  articles, 
for  which  we  had  long  been  at  the 
mercy  of  Ruffia,  were  to  be  ob- 
tained more  advantageoufly  from 
Poland  through  the  ports  of  Pruf- 
fia.  Flax  of  the  RneA  quality  grows 
in  Lithuania,  between  the  Niemen 
and  the  Duina  f .  The  beil  forts, 
and  the  greateft  quantities  of  hemp 
are  produced  in  the  palatinates  of 
Polock,  Wilna,  Min&,  and  No- 
vogrodek.  Mafts  are  cut  in  the 
greateft  abundance  between  the 
Duina  and  the  Prypecz,  in  Lithua- 
nia ;  arfd  oak-timber  to  the  fouth  of 

*  Replique  a  TExamen,  p.  14. 


the  53d  degree  of  latitude,  princi- 
pally in  Volhinia,  and  on  the  bor- 
ders of  the  Bog.  From  the  geo- 
graphy of  the  country,  the  former 
commodities  could  arrive  feveral 
weeks  fooner  at  the  Pruffian  ports 
than  at  Peterfburgh,  or  even  Riga; 
and  the  difference  of  time  with  re- 
gard to  the  materials  for  fhip- 
building,  would  be  Hill  more  con- 
fiderable.  The  oak,  which  is  faid  to 
be  two  years  on  the  way  to  Riga, 
might  get  to  Memel  in  three  Or 
four  months;  and  the  firs  felled  on 
the  banks  of  the  Berezyna,  which 
defcend  that  river,  and  again  mount 
the  Dnieper  as  high  up  as  Ortza  in 
Ruffia,  which  are  then  carried  over 
land  the  next  year  to  Babinow,  a 
place  fituated  on  a  branch  of  the 
Duina,  and  thence  reach  Riga  only 
in  the  following  June,  might  be 
tranfported  a  whole  year  earlier  to 
Memel  by  a  branch  cf  the  Niemen. 
It  was  not  imagined  that  the  trade 
of  Ruffia  in  naval  {lores  would  be 
totally  transferred  at  once  to  thefe 
new  channels,  yet  it  was  an  objeft 
of  the  firil  magnitude  for  the  mari- 
time powers  to  ereft,  if  they  could, 
a  nearer  and  cheaper  market,  to 
which  they  might  have  recourfe, 
and  which  being  in  the  hands  of 
ftates  naturally  holHle  to  Ruffia, 
would  leave  England  and  Holland 
more  at  liberty  to  aft  on  cither  fide 
in  the  afiairs  of  the  nznh  au  juflice 
and  policy  might  require.  At  the 
fame  time,  it  is  impoffible  to  caft  an 
eye  uponthe  map,  and  not  perceive 
at  the  firft  glance,  howboundlefsis 
the  fpeculation  of  advantage?, 
whicli  time  might  have  opened 
from  this  fyilcm  of  commercial  in- 
tercourfe.  PoiTeffing  foils  of  every 
kind,   and    ftretched  out   beneath. 

-{■  Ibid.  p.  12.  and  13. 
[C]  2  climate  i) 
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climates  of  very  various  tempera- 
ture, the  territories  of  the  republic 
are  watered  by  innumerable  Ilreams, 
which  rifing  near  each  other  to- 
wards the  centre  of  the  country,  run 
different  ways,  and  colleAing  them- 
felves  on  one  fide  into  the  great  ri- 
vers of  the  Dnieper,  the  Bog,  and 
the  Dniefter,  fall  into  the  Black 
Sea,  and  on  the  other  fide  form- 
ing the  Niemen,  the  Pregel,  and 
the  Viftula,  which  again  at  one  of 
its  principal  fources  approaches 
the  Notec,  the  Warta,  and  the 
Oder,  flow  through  diftant  mouths 
into  the  Baltic.  Very  little  art 
would  be  requifite  to  eifeft  a  com- 
plete communication  through  all 
thefe  by  means  of  canals,  and  very 
little  induftry  of  the  people  would 
furnifh  abundant  employment  to  an 
extenfiveand  bufy  navigation.  Al- 
ready, indeed,  with  a  view  to  im- 
provements of  that  nature,  M. 
Czacky,  a  member  of  the  treafury- 
board,  had  been  fent  in  the  year 
1787  to  examine  the  courfe  of  all 
the  rivers  of  the  kingdom.  The 
J  report  which  he  made  of 
•'_  ,'  that  journey  had  lately  been 
^  '  brought  forward  in  the  diet, 
and  plans  for  rendering  different 
rivers  navigable  had  been  enter- 
tained, and  were  now  depending 
in  that  affembly. 
„       ,         iVIr.    Hailes  having  re- 

,  '  ,  ceivcd  the  fulleit  appro- 
Jan,  btti.  j^^^.^^  ^^  j^.^   ^^^^^^  ,^^ 

no  time  in  acquainting  the  commit- 
tee of  foreign  affairs,  that  the  king 
his  mailer  had  an  ardent  defire  to 
enter  into  political  and  commercial 
conneclions  with  Poland,  and  that 
definitive  propofals  were  ready  to 
be  m.ade.  But  he  expreifed  an  in- 
tention of  deferring  this  llep  tid  the 
republic  had  fliewn  a  reciprocal  in- 
«lination    to   adoot   a  i'vil^m,    ia 
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which  their  natural  ally  the  king  of 
Pruffia,  as  in  all  juftice  he  ought, 
fhould  be  ejjentially  included.  With 
this  flight  intimation  alone  it  was 
left  to  their  wifdom  to  inquire  into, 
and  confider  of  the  moil  efficacious 
means  for  bringing  about  fuch  an 
arrangement;  but  they  were  warn- 
ed, that  the  pra£licability  feemed  al- 
together to  depend  on  the  circum- 
ftances  of  the  moment. 

To  this  note,  which  bore  date  the 
28th  of  January,  the  committee  fent 
an  immediate  anfwer.  They  Hated 
the  good  difpofitions  of  the  republic 
from  the  year  1789,  and  obierved 
that  thefe  had  even  been  increafed 
by  fubfequent  events.  Tiie  parti- 
cipation of  Prufila,  from  her  local 
fituation,  and  as  the  ally  of  both 
powers,  was  admitted  to  be  very  el'- 
fential  to  render  any  commercial  ar- 
rangement between  Poland  and 
England,  liable,  ufeful,  and  reci- 
procally fatisfaftory.  But  as  the 
fyilem  on  which  the  Britifli  court 
wilTied  to  proceed  was  not  dillinflly 
announced  by  Mr.  Hailes,  the  com- 
mittee hoped  that  he  would  be  more 
explicit  on  that  head,  as  they  could 
not  otherwife  learn  the  difpofitions 
of  the  ilates. 

This  application  induced  Mr. 
Hailes,  in  a  confidential  note,to  open 
a  little  more  of  the  ground,  much 
to  the  fame  effedt  with  the  ftatemenc 
of  the  project  already  given.  The 
expediency  of  ceding  Dantzic  was 
relied  on  the  neceffity  of  gaining 
Fredeiic^Villiam  to  make  aeon  llder- 
able  redudion  in  the  duties  of  tran- 
fit;  without  which  meafure  on  his 
part  it  was  abiolutely  impollible  for 
England  and  Holland  to  purchafe 
what  they  Vvanted  from  Poland. 
And  though  fuch  an  alteration 
might  prove  ultimately  beneficial  to 
himfelf,  yet  he  was  reprefented  as 

appre- 


HISTORY     OF     EUROPE. 


[37 


apprehenfive  of  a  derangement  in  a 
fyftem  of  finance,  vicious  indeed, 
yet  inveterate,  and  ifhmediately 
produftive.  It  was  therefore  not 
thought  unreafonable  that  he  fhould 
have  a  diredt  compenfation  in  Dant- 
zic.  The  concluding  admonition 
of  the  former  note  was  alfo  explain- 
ed. Should  the  prefent  opportu- 
nity be  neglcfted  by  Poland,  it  was 
faid,  that  England  mull  return  to 
her  old  connexion  with  Ruflia,  and 
fo  augment,  by  her  vaft  commerce, 
the  power  of  a  country  which  might 
fairly  be  confidered  as  the  natural 
enemy  of  Poland. 

Copies  of  this  note  having  got 
into  circulation,  Mr.  Hailts  him- 
felf,  or  fome  perfon  in  connexion 
with  him  and  under  his  influence, 
publiihed  it  with  a  fort  of  introduc- 
tory expofition,  fliort,  iimple,  and 
perfpicuous,  under  the  title  of  a 
Memoir  on  the  adlual  aifairs  of  Po- 
land. The  whole  of  the  argument 
on  the  fjbje(!l  was  there  forcibly 
though  plainly  put  to  the  good  fenfe 
of  the  Polifli  nation.  This  little 
piece  was  written  in  the  affumed 
character  of  a  native  Pole,  and,  pro- 
bably to  give  it  a  more  i.mpofing 
air  of  authority,  it  uas  fent  into 
the  world  through  the  king's  book- 
feller.  Though  the  current  of  po- 
pular prejudice  ran  ftrongly  againll 
it,  yet  it  was  read  with  avidity.  The 
weight  of  its  arguments  was  felt  and 
confefled  :  it  was  allowed  to  repre- 
fent  with  ability  the  connexion  of 
the  interefts  of  Poland  with  thofe  of 
Pruflia;  and  an  anfwer  was  expefted 
and  demanded. 

The  agents  of  Ruffia  were  not 
wanting  to  themfelves  and  their 
caufe  in  this  jundture.  They  eafily 
fucceeded  in  alarming  the  inferior 
ranks  at  Dantzic.  To  enflame  the 
Poles,  they  bruited  about  the  tale 


of  another  arbitrary  partition. 
They  cried  out  againfl  the  perfi- 
dious duplicity  of  the  court  of  Ber- 
lin, and  even  ventured  to  contrail  it 
with  the  open  dealing,  as  they  atfeft- 
ed  to  call  the  late  undifguifed  domi- 
nation, of  the  court  of  Peterfburgh. 
What  was  the  probability,  they  afk- 
ed,  that  Pruffia  would  alter  lier  bad 
fyftem  of  finance  for  the  fake  of  Po- 
land, fince  Ihe  had  fo  long  acknow- 
ledged its  vices,  yet  liad  r.ot  reform- 
ed them  for  the  lake  of  her  own  fub- 
jeds  ?  Dantzic  in  their  opinion  was 
wholly  inadequate  to  fill  the  void 
which  would  be  left  in  the  Pruflian 
coffers  from  the  propcfed  rcdudion 
of  duties;  and  they  laughed  at  the 
guarantee  of  the  two  maritime 
powers,  as  any  fecurity  againR  the 
infraction  of  the  mofl  folemn  com- 
padls,  whenever  they  fhould  be  found 
not  to  anfwer  the  hopes  of  Pruflia. 
With  fimilar  ridicule  too  they  treat- 
ed the  notion  of  England  going  to 
v/ar  with  RuiTia,  though,  it  was  ob- 
ferved,  that  to  feduce  the  Poles,  the 
probability  of  fuch  an  event  had 
long  been  infinuated  in  sonfidential 
notes  and  friendly  letters.  The 
parade  of  an  Englifh  fleet  in  the 
Baltic,  was  made  the  fubjcft  of 
fome  plcafantiy,  as  dangerous  only 
to  itftlf,  among  the  rocks  and  flioals 
of  that  tempeRuous  fea  ;  tlie  utmoft 
that  it  could  do  was  faid  to  be  no 
more  than  throwing  half  a  dozen 
bombs  to  defl:roy  the  country 
houfes  or  warehoufes,  poflibly  of  as 
many  Bririlh  merchants,  in  Riga, 
R.evel,  or  Cronrtadt.  Againfl  Eng- 
land they  were  peculiarly  violent, 
in  proportion  to  tiie  confidence 
which  was  repofed  in  her  by  Po- 
land. They  retaliated  on  her  the 
accuiation  of  pride  and  haughti- 
nefs,  brought  by  all  the  combined 
powers  againfl  Ruflia,  If  they  were 
[C]  3  W 
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to  be  credited^  the  cabinet  of  Lon- 
don inluked  all  mankind,  and  iet 
the  whole  world  in  combuftion. 
On  the  part  of  Rufiia,  they  endea- 
voured at  once  to  intimidate  and 
foothe.  It  was  remarked  that  ihe 
had  been  outraged  in  a  hundred  dif- 
ferent fliapes  by  Poland,  that  (he 
had  now  on  the  frontiers  a  viftofi- 
ous  army  of  a  hundred  thoufand 
men,  and  on  the  approaching  peace 
would  have  in  her  hands  the  deJtiny 
of  half  the  republic,  by  retaining 
the  command  of  the  Black  Sea,  and 
the  rivers  which  empty  them.felves 
into  it.  At  the  fame  time,  conflru- 
ing  into  a  moderation  of  principle 
the  necejTary  fubmiflion  of  that 
power  to  the  exigency  of  her  fitua- 
tion  during  the  war,  they  repre- 
fented  that  (he  had  let  Poland  re- 
main in  peace ;  had  not  taxed  the 
products  of  the  Ukraine  which  (lie 
purchafed,  had  demanded  no  facri- 
iices,  and  had  entered  into  no  un- 
friendly intrigues  with  foreign 
powers. 

Moft  of  thefe  topics,  and  many 
more,  were  Uiged  with  much  viva- 
city by  M.  Aitefti,  the  RulSan  fe- 
cretary  of  legation,  in  a  profefTed 
anf.ver  to  the  memoir  ai'cribed  to 
Mr.  Halies.  He  wears  the  fame 
mafk  as  the  author  of  the  memoir, 
but  in  fuch  a  manner  that  his  own 
charader  is  diftindly  vilible  from 
beneath.  It  is  this  which  gives 
weight  to  one  pa(rage  too  remark- 
able to  be  omitted,  where  the  force 
of  truth  has  extorted  from  him  a 
ftrong  teftimony  to  virtue.  He 
beftows  much  merited  pralfe  on  the 
excellent  frnper  fliewn  by  the  diet 
in  the  conduft  of  the  revolution, 
which  in  faft  had  now  taken  place, 
and  of  wh'ch  all  that  followed  was 
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only  the  nece(rary  refult*.  "  All 
"  Europe  (fays  he)  is  ftill  in  afto- 
*'  niinment  at  having  feen  a  revo- 
"  liition  brought  about  with  fo 
"  much  tranquillity  and  good  or- 
"  der,  in  a  country  where  hitherto 
"  the  lenft  difference  of  opinion 
"  produced  difcord  and  civil  com- 
"  motions.  With  the  exception 
"  of  fome  tempelluous  debates, 
"  which  hav^e  arifen  in  the  bofom  of 
"  the  afTembled  flates,  and  which 
"  the  general  opinion  has  always 
"  fliiRed,  it  muft  be  owned  that 
"  Poland  on  this  occafion  has  given 
"  an  example  worthy  of  being  fol- 
"  lowed  by  the  moft  enlightege4 
"  nations." 

The  reply  which  foon '  appeared 
from  the  author  of  the  Memoir, 
and  which  was  written  with  great 
perfpicuicy  and  (Irength  of  reafon- 
ing,  fully  agreed  in  this  praife  of 
the  diet.  It  juftly  defcribes  <'  the 
"  Poliih  revolution  as  the  moft  ufe- 
"  ful  (if  not  the  moft  ftriking)  of 
"  all  that  have  taken  place  in  Eu- 
"  rope ;"  and  remarks,  to  the  credit 
of  the  nation,  "  that  although  a 
♦'  foreign  fervitude  is  the  moft  gal- 
"  ling  of  all,  and  a  people  leldom 
"  (hakes  off  a  yoke  of  that  kind, 
"  without  running  into  fome  ex- 
"  cefles,  yet  not  a  fnigle  Rufiian 
"  had  fuifered  from  popular  vio- 
"  lence  in  his  perfon  or  property, 
"  fince  the  commencement  of  the 
"  great  work  of  Polifli  indepen- 
"  dence."  The  writer  however 
forefaw  the  danger  which  foon 
overwhelmed  all  the  labours  of  the 
diet,  and  in  a  more  folemn  and  im- 
preluve  tone,  enforces  the  admoni- 
tion which  Mr.  Hailes  had  given  ia 
both  his  official  notes.  "  Tie  pre- 
^'  fent  (fays  he)  is  big  nx:ith  the  fu~ 
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■**  fare  *.  Never  was  there  an  epoch 
*'  fo  critical  to  the  Polifh  nation. 
•^  On  the  approaching  deciuon  of 
*'  Ue  diet  relpecling  the  queftion 
**  which  we  agitate,  will  depend 
*•  th*"  happinels.  and  perhaps  the 
*'  exiilence  of  the  republic.  Hea- 
*'  ven  grant  that  every  man  who 
"  is  to  give  nis  voice  on  this  occa- 
*'  fion,  may  confult  only  his  con- 
*'  fcieace  and  his  reafon  1  He  will 
"  have  to  anfwer  to  God  and  his 
*•'  country,  if  inconliderately  or 
*'  curruptly  he  concurs  in  the  re- 
*'  fafal  of  the  offers  which  are 
"  made  to  the  nation,  in  a  moment 
"  that  never  will  return." 

Wiiile  this  cor.troverfy  was  pro- 
ceeding, the  courts  molt  concerned 
took  fuch  meafures  as  might  bell 
fuit  the  purpoles  of  their  reipective 
partiz-^ns  in  Poland.  The  emprefs 
Catherine  endeavoured  to  infpire 
fear,  by  ihewii'.g,  that  what  might 
be  pafied  in  filence  at  the  moment, 
was  not  therefore  buried  in  obli- 
vion; and  by  accumulating  pre- 
tences for  a  future  quarrel.  Her 
miniller  at  Warfaw,  after  a  lapfe  of 
eighteen  montiis,  now  demanded  fa- 
tisfaQion  for  the  condemnation  and 
execution  of  lome  Ruffian  merchants 
in  Volhinia,  found  guilty  of  thecon- 
fpiracy  and  rebellion  in  1789.  Fre- 
derick-William, on  his  part,  endea- 
voured to  remove  whatever  dilirull: 
of  him  might  have  been  occali  med 
by  milreprefentations,  now  arcfuliy 
propagated.  Count  Goltz,  who  had 
fucceeded  the  Marquis  Luchelini  as 
miniiler  from  Pruifia,  formally  and 
repeatedly  difowned  the  charge  of 
a  partition,  which  was  faid  to  have 
been  propofed  by  his  court  to  that 
of  Vienna.     He  declared  that  his 


mafter  had  no  intention  whatever 
of  obtaining  Dantzic,  but  by  the 
free  confent  of  the  republic.  In 
this  he  was  corroborated  by  the  af- 
furances  of  the  Englifh  and  Dutch 
envoys,  who  now,  in  their  confe- 
rences with  the  committee,  preRed 
in  the  moil  urgent  manner  the  ceffion 
of  Dantzic,  as  the  corner  Hone  and 
effential  balls  of  the  projecled  com- 
mercial and  political  alliances.  A 
fimilar  requell  too  was  reported  to 
have  been  made  by  the  divan.  The 
members  of  the  committee  were  in 
fome  degree  ihaken,  and  undertook 
at  lead  to  bring  the  fubjedl  before 
the  ilates,  by  reporting  what  palled 
with  the  minifters  of  the  maritime 
powers. 

On  this  report  the  quef-  ^  , 
;ion  came  to  be  difculfed.  '^^^J<^" 
Two  nights  were  occupied  ^^  ^* 
with  it  in  tumultuous  debates  ;  the 
firft  with  locked  doors.  Staniflaus 
Auguftus  felt  all  the  diihculty  of 
his  fituation.  He  well  knew  that 
every  hope  of  effective  and  fylle- 
matic  fupport  from  the  allies,  de- 
pended en  the  adoption  of  the  over- 
tures now  made.  If  they  were  re- 
jedled,  the  nation,  which  had  gone 
too  far  to  retreat,  mu'.t  rely  chiefly 
on  her  own  internal  means,  for  the 
final  eHablifhment  of  her  indepen- 
dency and  happinefs.  On  the  / 
other  hand,  tiie  cardinal  law  lately 
palled  with  fuch  prompt  unanimity, 
and  attended  with  fo  general  a  po- 
pularity, forbade  him  to  recom- 
mend the  ceffion  of  Dantzic.  Had 
he  attempted  it,  he  would  have  had 
little  chance  of  prevailing,  and  the 
certainty  of  lofing  the  affeftions  of 
his  people.  He  fpoke  twice ;  but 
embarralfed   by  this  alternative  of 


*  Thofe  words  are  fo  marked  with  Italics  in  the  original.      See  Replique  a 
TExamen,  kc.  pp.  37  and  38, 
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evils,  fo  didreffing  in  either  choice, 
he  confined  himi'elf  to  a  ftatement 
of  the  reaiors  on  both  fides,  and 
ended  without  pronouncing  any  de- 
cifion  of  his  own.  Yet  even  to 
have  been  undecided,  after  the  fen- 
timents  which  he  had  expreffed  or 
implied  on  former  occaficns,  fnewed 
how  much  he  thought  the  queltion 
varied  by  the  intervention  of  the 
two  iraritime  powers.  It  was  in 
efFeiSl  a  declaration  in  favour  of  the 
propcfals  made  by  them.  Kad  he 
feen  an  opportunity,  from  the  dif- 
pofition  of  the  diet,  it  is  probable 
that  he  would  have  more  openly  ta- 
ken that  line  which  his  prudence  ap- 
proved, of  facrif.cing  a  part  for  the 
fafety  and  well-being  of  the  whole. 
But  the  fpirit  which  reigned  among 
the  nuncios  did  no:  permit  h  im.  Their 
language  was  warm  and  lofty,  and 
they  threatened  to  break  ofr  all  ul- 
terior negociaticn.  Norl.ing  more 
could  be  eitecled  by  the  influence  of 
the  king,  and  the  moderation  of  thi 
more  fober-'minded  of  the  fenators, 
than  to  procure  an  arf^ver,  which 
avoiding  a  direct  refufal  to  cede 
Dantzic,  did  not  abfolutcly  pre- 
clude a  future  re-confideration  of 
the  fubje£t ;  though  the  majority  of 
the  Hates  certainly  regarded  their 
own  vote  as  a  final  rejection,  and  it 
was  fo  interpreted  by  the  cabinet  of 
^  ,  Berlin.  A  refolution  was 
n^  pa/ted,  inftruding  the  com- 
.  3  '°  jnittee  of  foreign  affairs  * 
to  acquaint  the  envoys  of  the  ma- 
ritime powers,  "  tliat  the  negocia- 
'*  tion  would  be  continued  on  mat- 
"  ters   of   policy   and    commerce. 


"  but  that  they  had  obtained  no 
"  refolutiov;  of  the  ftate?  concern- 
"  ing  the  cfflion  of  Dantzic." 

It  wao  upon  one  cf  the  days  when 
the  diet  was  dius  employed,  that  the 
Britilh  parliament  for  the  firll  time 
debated  the  meffage  from  the 
throne  which  ca'led  on  the  nation 
to  fupporc  by  arms,  if  nectiTary.  the 
balance  of  tne  North.  It  picreffed 
indeed  another  ground  of  interfer- 
ence, but  an  opinion  has  been  al- 
ready intimated  that  it  looked  alfo 
toward  Poland;  and  all  thecircum- 
ftances  and  dates  more  and  more 
confirm  that  opinion.  The  event 
has  been  already  related  in  the  laft 
volume  of  this  work.  The  mi- 
nifter,  in  the  midic  of  apparent  vic- 
tory, felt  himfelf  too  weak  to  proceed, 
and  to  this  failure  the  Foliih  envoy 
here  did  not  fcruple  to  attribute  the 
fubfequent  calamities  of  Lii  coun- 
try. 

Thus,  in  one  and  the  fame  day,  the 
king  of  Pruflia  was  bafSed  in  the 
great  objedts  of  his  plans  and  in- 
trigues for  years  :  Poland  refufed 
the  ceiTion  of  Dantzic,  under  circum- 
ilances  which  hardly  left  the  hope 
of  a  future  change  in  her  fenti- 
ments;  and  England,  though  for 
political  purpofes  making  a  ihew  of 
vigour,  gave  him  to  underftand  that 
file  could  afrbrd  him  no  aid  in  cafe 
of  an  adlual  rupture.  From  Hol- 
land, without  England,  he  knevv  that 
he  had  little  to  expect ;  and  about 
the  fame  period  he  learned  that  the 
governm.ent  there  alfo  was  unable 
to  carry  the  nation  along  with  it 
into  a  war. 


*  In  the  ofricial  pnper  publiflied  at  Berlin  Ibme  few  clays  after,  this  anfvver  is 
made  a  litde  more  direft,  it  is  there  ftated  to  have  been,  "  that  they  had  obtained 
«'  no  reroliiticn  oftheltates  concerning  the  cefTion  of  Dantzic,  and  that  the  ne- 
*»  gociation  cotiid  not  be  continued,  but  fimply  oh  matters  of  policy  and  com- 
«'  merce."  But  all  the  letters  and  advices  immediately  from  Warl'aw,  ftem  to 
agree  in  reprefenting  the  vote  rather  in  the  manner  ftated  above. 

•  The 
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The  ultimate  determination  how- 
ever of  the  two  maritime  powers 
was  not  yet  known.  But  after  the 
ceiiion  of  Dantzic  had  been  denied 
10  the  united  initances  of  all  tiie 
allies,  Staniflaus  Auguftus  faw  that 
what  remained  to  be  done  muft  be 
accelerated.  Prudence,  which  be- 
fore dictated,  caution,  now  urged 
difpatch.  New  impediments  were 
every  day  liarting  up  in  the  con- 
grefs  of  Siftovia,  and  it  became 
more  and  more  manifeft,  that  the 
prefent  fituation  of  things  could  not 
laft  :  it  muft  foon  refolve  itfelf  into 
a  fettled  peace  or  aclual  war ;  and 
it  was  of  the  firft  importance  to  the 
future  profpeds  of  Poland,  that  ei- 
ther event  Ihould  find  her  new  con- 
ftitution  eftablillied.  The  king 
therefore  now  began  to  purfue  a 
more  explicit  and  Heady  conduft. 

In  truth  a  flight  incident  had 
early  encouraged  him,  by  fhewing 
how  wellafFeiled  the  whole  body  of 
the  diet  was  to  the  increafe  of  the 
royal  power,  and  in  a  manner  de- 
ciding by  anticipation  the  great 
article  of  the  hereditary  fucceffion, 
which  had  fo  long  been  before  the 
public,  but  which  hitherto  none  had 
thought  it  wife  to  bring  to  a  direft 
queiUon.  M.  Niemecewitz,  a 
young  man  of  wit  and  talents,  who 
had  been  elefted  to  ferve  for  the 
palatinate  of  Livonia,  had  written  a 
little  dramatic  piece,  in  which  he 
introduced  the  political  topics  of  the 
day.  It  was  called,  "  The  young 
"  Nuncio's  Return  to  his  Father  in 
"  the  Country."  The  plot  of  it  was 
a  mere  vehicle  to  contraft  the  pre- 
judices of  an  old  Sarmatian  with  the 
more  liberal  fentiments  of  the  rifmg 
generation.  Of  courfe  one  principal 
point  in  the  dialogue  was  the  difcuf- 
fion  about  the  power  of  the  crown, 
and  the  hereditary  fucceffion  to  the 


throne,  on  which,  as  on  all  the  other 
points,  the  iuperiority  was  given  to 
the  young  nuncio.  The  piece  fell 
in  with  the  prevalent  notions,  and 
was  received  with  great  applaufe. 
This  irri tatedthe  fmall  party  who  had 
been  inftrufted  by  tiieir  conftituents 
to  oppofe  the  eltabliQiment  of  an 
hereditary  monarchy,  and  M. 
Suchorzewlki,  a  man  of  vehement 
and  popular  eloquence,  ferioufly 
moved  an  impeachment  againft  the 
author.  He  fupported  his  motion 
by  the  authority  of  the  pa^a-ccji- 
<venta,  by  which  any  attempt  to  in- 
troduce an  hereditary  fucceflion  was 
declared  to  be  treafon.  His  accu- 
fation  however  was  only  treated 
with  laughter. 

The  opinion  thus  ineffeftually 
attacked  daily  gained  ground.  It 
was  recommended  in  various  publi- 
cations, which  as  the  difcuffion  pro- 
ceeded increafed  in  fpirit  and  ener- 
gy. The  majority  of  the  diet  now 
grew  more  and  more  importunate 
with  the  king,  no  longer  to  relift 
the  wifhes  ot  his  people.  They 
loudly  declared  that  the  dearelt  in- 
terefts,  and  even  the  falvation  of  his 
country  depended  on  his  compli- 
ance. But  fome  few  preparatory 
meafures  were  Hill  requifite. 

The  lavv'  for  regulating  the  fu- 
ture dietines  had  been  reported 
from  the  committee,  and  received  by 
the  diet.  It  confirmed  all  the  an- 
cient powers  and  privileges  of  the 
equeftrian  order,  except  that  it 
made  a  qualification  of  fome  real 
landed  property  indilpenfable,  un- 
lefs  in  -the  cafe  of  brothers  not  hav- 
ing divided  their  inheritance,  all  of 
whom  had  votes,  and  the  eldeil 'bn 
of  a  landed  prpprietor,  who  vo^ed  in 
right  of  his  entail,  though  he  had 
no  feparate  eftablilhment.  At  the 
fame  time  provifion  was  made  for 

letting 
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letting  the  monied  intereft,  by  a  fu- 
ture law,  into  a  fhare  with  the  landed 
intereft  Ail  perfons  being  in  pof- 
ieiuon  of  lands  under  a  judgment  in 
an  action  of  debt,  voted  as  the  legal 
proprietors,  and  all  mortgagees  and 
life  holders  of  lands,  paying  fifty 
ihillings  a  year  to  the  land-tax,  had 
"votes  alfo.  Thefe  regulations  were  ■ 
the  more  important  from  the  power 
of  the  dietines,  lince  in  them  was 
the  right  of  electing  not  only  depu- 
lies  to  the  diet  every  two  years,  but 
commiffioners  alio,  of  very  large  au- 
thority in  the  internal  adminiflra- 
tion  of  thi'ir  refpeftive  difLrids : 
who  as  well  as  the  nuncios  were  to 
account  for  their  condudt  to  the 
dietines  at  certain  intervals. 

This  law  was  foon  followed  by 
another,  long  and  anxioufly  expeft- 
ed,  to  fix  and  fettle  the  privileges  of 
the  royal  free  towns,  and  their  inha- 
bitants. The  fubjed  was  refumed 
March  ift.  on  a  report  of  th- vice- 
chancellor  count  Lrep- 
towitz.  The  heads  of  all  parties 
feemed  to  be  united  in  favour  of  tlie 
citizens  and  burghers.  The  king 
Jiimfeifcarncftiy  efpoufed  their  caufe. 
M.  Niemecewitz  emuloufly  con- 
tended on  the  fame  fide  vvith  his 
late  accufer  M.  Suchorzewfki,  and 
the  latter  isfaid  to  have  been  afiifted 
by  prince  Adam  Czartoriiki,  who 
to  conciliate  him  as  much  as  pof- 
fible  to  the  king's  views,  put  the  bu- 
iinefj    mora    immediately  into  his 

.      ■,    „  ,     hands.      A    co.'umittee 
April  18th.  .   ^  J         , 

'^  was   appointed,  and    a 

law  at  length  paffed  on  the  motion 
of  M.  Suchorzewfki.  All  the  ar- 
ticles of  the  memorial  prefented  in 
J789,  (except  only  the  demand  that 
the  cities  and  towns  fhould  all  be 
reprefented)  were  granted,  and 
many  important  concefTions  added. 
As  to  their  fhare  in  the  reprefenta- 


tion,  they  were  to  have  only  twent}''* 
one  plenipotentiaries  in  all,  feven 
from  each  of  the  three  provinces; 
who  were  to  have  a  power  of  vot- 
ing in  the  diet  on  qaellions  of  trade, 
commerce,   and   all   regulaaons  of 
towns;  but  on   other  more  general 
fubjefts    could    only    advife;     and 
thele  plenipotentiaries,  after  ferving 
two  years,  were  to  become  afcually 
ennobled.    Every  citizen  or  buj  gher 
(to  whom  the   prcfcinons  of  arms 
and  the  law  were  now  open)  became 
in  like  manner  aftually  ennobled  as 
foon  as  he  rofe  to  the  command  of  a 
company  in  the  army,  and    at   the 
bar  to  the  rank  of  a  regent  or  recor- 
der.    All   of  this  clals  could  now 
hold  lands  up.der  an  adjudication  for 
debt,  and  thu    obtain  votes   in   the 
dietines ;  by  tne  law  juft  pafled  they 
could    alfo  purchafe    lands,  and  if 
they     became     proprietors    of    ef- 
tates   payi  ig   five    pounds    a  year 
to  the  land  tax,  they  acquired  nobi- 
lity at  the  fanr.e  time  :  to  which  mull 
be  added,  that  thirty  other  citizens, 
pofTelfing  landed  property  of  infe- 
rior value,  were  to  be  ennobled  at 
the  beginning  of  every   diet.     The 
principle  of  combining   and  amal- 
gamating the  two  interefls  of  landed 
and    monied    property,    was    thus 
wifely  carried  into  efFeft,  and  while 
the  necefTuous  part  of  the  nobility 
might  have  retrieved  the  fplendor 
of  their  families  by  the  arts   of  in- 
duftry,    without   degradation    from 
their  rank,  the  more  eminent  indi- 
viduals of  the  mercantile  clafs  would 
have  furnilhed  gradual  and  regular 
fupplies  of  new  merit  to  the  equef- 
trian  order. 

The  joy  of  the  citizens  was  now 
equal  to  their  former  folicitude  and 
defpondence.  Nothing  was  heard 
but  gratitude  to  the  nobles,  and  the 
moft  enihufiaflic  effufions  of  loyalty 
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to  the  king.  The  facrlfice  of  pioas 
praife  was  ofFered  up  to  the  Divine 
Goodnefs  in  the  churches  of  Warfaw 
for  this  new  revolution,  as  it  was 
called,  without  bloodfhed,  without 
recourfe  to  any  of  thofe  extremi- 
ties which  at  that  moment  dlftrafted 
and  convulfed  other  nations.  Afcer 
this  fiift  duty  had  been  performed, 
deputations  were  appointed  to  re- 
turn formal  thanks  to  the  marfhals 
of  the  diet,  and  "  the  belt  of  kings," 
as  he  was  ilyled  in  the  addrefs.  On 
receiving  the  deputies,  Staniflans 
Auguftus  aflced  one  of  them.  If  they 
would  always  continue  equally  to 
Jove  him  ?  To  all  eternity,  anfwered 
the  citizen,  embracing  the  king's 
knees.  The  palfce  rang  with  cries 
of  "  long  live  Staniflaus  Auguftus;" 
and  the  king,  turning  to  ot\2  of  the 
lords  in  waiting,  faid  "  Now  do  I 
"  feel  myfelf  doubly  a  king."  Still 
farther  to  mark  his  ferious  approba- 
tion of  the  new  law,  the  king  con- 
ferred a  vacant  blue  riband  on  M. 
Suchorzewfki,  the  mover  of  it. 

Little  now  remained  to  be  done 
but  to  ratify  by  law  the  change  in 
the  tenure  of  the  crown,  and  the  fe- 
curity  for  the  gradual  emancipation 
of  the  peafantry,  both  of  which  had 
been  propofed  in  the  report  on  the 
conltitution  made  the  preceding 
year,  though  neither  of  them  had 
yet  been  cxprefsly  difcufTed  ;  and  to 
arrange  the  diftributlon  of  power 
between  the  legifiative,  executive, 
and  judicial  bodies.  The  moment 
■was  preffing.  The  two  main  pillars 
pf  the  ftate,  the  landed  and  the  mo- 
nied  interelts,  were  yet  warm  with 
the  lirft  glow  of  gratitude  for  the 
benefits  enfured  to  them.  Nothing 
was  wanted  to  attach  them  more. 
On     the    contrary,     every     delay 


brought     frefa    danger    both   from 
within  and  without. 

From  the  moment  that  the  diet, 
on  its  firft  opening,  determined  to 
pi  ocetd  at  once  to  the  pradical  form 
of  the  future  conftitution,  meetings 
and  confukations  were  had  to  digell 
a  plan  in  detail,  and  the  king  him- 
felf  now  took  a  lead  in  them.  The 
marlhal  Malachowiki  was  a  princi- 
pal advifer,  the  other  marfhal, 
prince  Sapieha,  from  his  near  rela- 
tion to  the  grand  general  Branickl, 
and  the  line  of  politics  which  he 
generally  purfued,  was  not  trufted. 
It  was  determined  to  bring  forward 
this  plan,  though  not  wholly  perfeft 
in  all  its  parts.  The  5  th  of  May  is 
faid  to  have  been  fixed  for  that  pur- 
pofe.  But  a  difcovery  having  been 
made  of  fome  political  intrigues  em- 
ployed, and  money  diHributed,  to 
prevent,  or  at  leall  to  retard  the  plan, 
it  was  refolved  to  hailen  the  execu- 
tion. Accordingly  about  fixty  mem- 
bers of  the  diet  affembled  in  the 
king's  chamber  earlyonche  -,  , 
morningofthe  3d  of  May,  ^^^y  3^* 
and  there  took  an  oath,  in  the  pre- 
fence  of  the  king,  to  effeft  the  revo- 
lalion  that  day,  nor  feparate  till  it 
was  completely  ellablifhed. 

A  general  expedlation  of  fome 
important  event  that  day  prevailed. 
The  galleries  of  the  hall  where  the 
diet  affembles  were  crouded  at  an 
early  hour,  and  a  multitude  who 
could  not  gain  admiflion  furrounded 
the  doors.  The  proceedings  of 
this  memorable  day  have  been  va- 
rioufly  related.  The  beft  *  accounts 
publifhed  in  France  tell  us,  that  the 
minds  of  the  audience  were  prepared 
by  one  of  the  nuncios  entrufted  with 
the  fecret,  who  proclaimed  the  de- 
fign  of  a  new  partition  by  the  three 


*  La  Croix  fur  les  Conltitutions  des  principaux  Etats  de  TEurope,  torn.  3. 
p.  284. 

neighbduring 
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neighbcuiing   powers,    and   called 
for  oiScial  explanations  on  the  fub- 
jeifc;  which  having  been  given  in 
a  manner  calculated  to  excite  alarm 
and  indignation,  a  ferment  enfued, 
and  in  the  niidft   of  it  the  plan  of 
the  conllitution  known  to  be  under 
ccniideration  was  demanded.     One 
of  the  members  is  laid  to  have  then 
moved  to  clear  the  galleries,  but  in 
vain.     The  plan  was  readj  and  a 
tumultuous  debate  enfued,   till  the 
king  arofe,  and  delivered  his  opi- 
rion  with  great  force  for  the  imme- 
diate adoption  of  the  plan.     But  it 
has  been    generally   received  here, 
that  as  foon  as  the  diet  was  opened 
by  the  marflials,   the  king  hinifelf, 
changing  ^the  order  of  the  bufmefs 
for  tiiat  day,  called  their  attention 
to  the  ftate  of  the  nation,     lie  faid 
in    fubllance,   that,  notwithflanding 
all  afTurances  to  the  contrary,  there 
was  an  alarmi:  g  rumour,  confirm- 
ed by   the  advices  daily  received, 
that  the  three  neighbouring  powers 
vould    rrake    up  and  terminate  all 
tlieir  jealouUes  and   divifions  at  the 
expence    of  the  pofTellions    of  the 
republic;    that  the  only  method  of 
afi'uring  to   Poland  the  integrity  of 
its  dominions,  and  of  prefcrvirg  it 
fro ai  the  ruin  which  foreign  politics 
were  preparing  for  it,  was,  to  ella- 
blifh    a  conllitution  which   would 
fecure    its    internal    independence; 
that   in   this  view,  there  had  been 
prepared  a  plan  of  a  conilitution, 
founded    principally    on    thcfe    of 
England  and  the    united   ftatcs  of 
America,  but  avoiding    the    faults 
and  errors  of  both,  and  adapting 
itfelf,  as  much  as  poiTible,  to  the  local 
and  particular  circumftances  of  the 
country.     In  fupport  of  the  infor- 
mation    relative    to    the     foreign 
powers,  the  king  communicated  to 
tie  diet  I'oaie  difpatches   received 


from  the  minifters  of  the  republic 
at  foreign  courts,  ftating  how  eager 
they  were  to  oppofe  all  fettlement 
of  the  conllitution,  and  that  every 
thing  feemed  to  announce  defigns 
hoilile  to  Poland  :  and  in  conclufion 
he  directed  the  plan  of  the  conllitu- 
tion to  be  read,  and  recommended  it 
to  their  inliant  acceptance. 

A  long  and  warm  difcuflion  now 
took  place.  One  of  the  minority 
feemed  defirous  of  provoking  vio- 
lence; and  the  other  f:de  of  the 
houfe  was  endeavouring  to  filence 
him  with  clam.our,  when  the  king 
interfered  to  obtain  for  him  a  fair 
hearing.  Indeed  he  exerted  hiin- 
felf,  through  the  whole  bufmefs  of 
the  day,  to  preferve  order,  decency, 
and  freedom  of  debate.  Neither 
did  he  manifeft  any  eagernefs  to 
avail  himlelf  of  the  fentiments  of  a 
very  decided  nmjority.  He  de- 
clared, ihat  as  to  himfelf  individual- 
ly, he  could  not  accept  the  new  con- 
llitution unlefs  he  were  fully  ab- 
folved,  by  the  general  will  of  the 
lta:c3  in  diet  aiTembled,  from  the 
engagement  to  which  he  had  fu  orn, 
of  not  giving  his  fanftion  to  the 
nomination  of  a  fuccelTor  duiing  his 
own  life,  "  We  abfolve  you  I" 
was  the  immediate  cry  of  the  diet,  . 
"  and  we  farther  bind  ourfelves  not 
''  to  feparate  till  a  final  decilion  on 
"  the  prefent  debate  be  obtained.'* 
The  king  then  refumed  his  fpecch, 
and  dircdled  the  marlhals  of  the 
diet  to  take  the  opinion  of  the  mem- 
bers individually,  that  the  fenfe  of 
the  nation  might  be  better  knovvn. 
The  m.arlbals,  in  confequence,  or- 
dered fuch  as  were  adverfe  to  the 
nev^  conllitution,  to  fignlfy  their 
determination  feverally  and  aloud. 

All  tiie  deputies  of  Volhinia  and 
Podolia   oppofed    it,   and   M.    Su- 
chorzewlki  combated  it  with  vehe- 
mence. 
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mence.  He  advanced,  and  threw 
himfelf  at  the  foot  of  the  throne, 
befeeching  his  majelly  not  to  con- 
fent  to  the  ellablilhmcnt  of  an  he- 
reditary monarchy.  It  would  be, 
he  faid,  the  grave  of  the  liberty  of 
Poland.  Others  of  the  repreftnta- 
tives,  who  were  on  the  fame  fide  of 
the  quellion,  alledged  the  want  of 
inftrudtions  from  their  conflituents ; 
while  feme,  unwilling  diredlly  to 
objedl,  defired  time  to  deliberate, 
according  to  the  ufual  forms  of  the 
diet.  But  M.  Zabiello,  a  nun- 
cio of  Livonia,  arofe  and  conjured 
the  king  no  longer  to  hefitate  in 
gratifying  the  wilhes  of  the  m.^.jo- 
rity.  At  the  fame  time  the  greater 
part  of  the  nuncios,  the  fenators 
and  minillers,  rofe  from  their  feats, 
and  prefled  towards  the  throne, 
joining  with  loud  and  importunate 
intreaties  in  the  requefl  of  M.  Za- 
biello. 

Overcome  by  their  folicitations, 
Staniflaus  Augullusat  length  called 
to  him  the  bifhop  of  Cracow  to 
adminifter  the  oath;  and,  that  he 
might  be  more  confpicuous,  flood 
upon  one  of  the  feats  while  he  was 
taking  it.  The  majority  imitated 
his  example,  holding  up  their  right 
hands:  "  Now  let  all  who  love" 
their  country,"  exclaimed  his  ma- 
jefly, "  follow  me  to  the  church,  and 
"  there,  upon  the  altar  of  God,  re- 
"  pea:  this  oa'.h."  Between  thirty 
and  forty  only  of  the  nuncios  re- 
mained behind.  In  the  mean  time 
an  immenfe  multitude  Hocked  round 
the  king  to  the  church,  where  tlie 
oath  was  renewed.  When  it  came 
to  the  turn  of  prince  Sapicha  to 
fwear,  he  made  a  fhort  fpeech ; 
♦'  I  never  followed  (faid  he)  the 
"  impulfe  of  any  party,  foreign  or 
*•  domeliic,  but  have   always  go- 
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"  verned  my  condudl  by  my  own 
"  internal  convidion,  and  my  fm- 
"  cere  love  of  my  country.  In 
"  conformity  with  thcfe  principles, 
"  I  advifed  time  to  deliberate  on  a 
*'  conllitution,  which  I  had  feen 
"  and  heard  read  for  the  firil  time. 
"  It  contains  fome  points,  which,  in 
"  my  opinion,  might  be  mended. 
•'  But  fince  the  king,  fince  my  col- 
"  leagues,  and  lb  many  rcfpedtable 
"  nuncios  have  approved  it;  aj 
"  m(5reover  the  misfortune  of  any 
"  intelline  dlflention  is  more  to  be 
"  feared  than  that  of  a  conllitution 
"  in  lom.e  points  imperfect ;  I  am 
"  willing  alfo  to  make  my  ofFerinp- 
"  on  the  altar  of  my  country."  He 
then  took  the  oath,  and  was  follow- 
ed by  all  the  remaining  nuncios. 
After  the  ceremony  uas  concluded, 
folemn  praife  was  given  to  God, 
and  the  celebration  of  this  mod  ac- 
ceptable fcrvice  to  the  Author  of 
all  good,  was  announced  to  the 
people  by  the  difcharge  of  200 
pieces  of  cannon.  The  king  after- 
wards returned,  and  adjourned  the 
diet  to  the  5  th  of  May,  charging 
the  raarlhals  in  the  mean  time  ta 
take  meafures  for  giving  the  new 
oath  to  all  the  departments.  The 
minority  ente.'-ed  into  a  refolution 
to  protell  againft  the  proceedings 
of  the  day,  and  then  retired  to 
their  own  houfes,  without  fuffering 
any  injury,  or  even  infult.  In  the 
ftreets  of  Wariaw  reigned  a  joy  fin- 
cere  and  pure,  unalloyed  by  a  fingle 
aft  or  word  that  might  difgrace  the 
aufpicious  cccafion.  Nor  did  any 
accident  happen,  worthy  of  being 
mentioned,  except  one  little  cir- 
cumllance,  which  was  interpreted 
into  a  profperous  omen  to  the  king. 
He  loll:  his  jia; ;  but,  it  was  added, 
*  he  found  a  crown.     Perhaps  at 


*  La  Croix,  lb,  p,  486. 
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the  prefent  moment  a  fuperftitious 
mind  might  fee  a  very  different 
progpoftic  in  that  lofs.  Many  tri- 
fling incidents  of  a  fimilar  kind, 
which  have  been  recorded  by  hif- 
torians,  might  have  equally  borne 
a  meaning  accommodated  to  either 
event. 

The  code  of  this  new  conftitutlon 
comprized  the  fubftance  of  all  the 
cardinal  laws  which  had  been  paf- 
fed  the  preceding  year,  that  rela- 
tive to  the  integrity  of  the  domains 
of  the  republic  alone  excepted  ;  it 
incorporated  into  itfelf  the  two  laws 
recently  paffed,  and  was  in  all 
points  the  fair  fequel  and  refult  of 
the  projeft  fubmitted  to  the  diet 
nine  months  before.  It  has  been 
inferted  at  length  in  ^  another  part 
of  this  work.  They  who  wifh  to 
be  acquainted  with  it  in  its  whole 
fcope  and  extent,  will  confult  it 
there :  fome  few  remarks  only  feem 
to  be  demanded  here,  on  the  prero- 
gatives and  franchifes  which  it  gave 
to  the  two  remaining  Hates,  the 
highefl  and  the  lowell  in  the  com- 
munity, the  king  and  the  pea- 
fan  t: 

The  power  of  the  crown  under 
it  was  not  great  in  direft  preroga- 
tives, but  in  the  fhape  of  indireft 
influence  very  confiderable.  All 
the  fenators  were  of  the  nomination 
of  the  king,  in  virtue  of  offices 
which  they  held,  and  which  though 
TK)t  revocable  at  pleafure,  yet  dif- 
fering in  dignity  and  emolument, 
kept  all  in  a  fort  of  dependence 
from  the  hope  of  promotion;  and 
from  its  number  the  fenate  would 
principally  have  decided  all  parti- 
cular IciHfjs,  a  large  clafs,  compre- 
hending all  the  diplomacy  of  the 
country,   and  indeed   every   thing 


except  civil  and  criminal  jurifpru- 
dence,  conftitutional  llatutes,  and 
perpetual  taxes,  which  were  to  be 
reckoned  ^f«i?r^/ /^xuj.  The  king 
had  not  indeed  any  negative,  but 
he  had  an  important  prerogative  of 
diredting  in  fom.e  degree  the  courfc 
of  bufinefs  in  the  diet ;  fince  among 
general  laws,  the  fubjedts  propofed 
in  the  royal  writs  to  the  dietines, 
and  among  particular  laws,  all  mef- 
fages  from  the  throne,  were  to 
have  a  priority  of  difcuflion  and 
decifion  ;  and  the  legal  duration  of 
an  ordinary  diet  was  only  for  fix 
weeks,  of  which  not  more  than  half 
was  ufually  fpent  in  bufinefs.  In 
his  council  the  king  alone  was  to 
determine ;  though  if  no  minifter 
would  make  himfelf  refponfible  for 
carrying  the  royal  determination 
into  execution,  the  matter  was  to 
be  finally  referred  to  the  great  na- 
tional council  of  the  diet;  and  to 
the  king  in  his  council  were  to  be 
fubjeft  the  four  great  commiffions 
of  the  treafury,  of  war,  of  police, 
and  of  education.  The  king  was 
alfo  to  have  the  command  of  the 
troops  in  time  of  war,  if  he  pleafed 
to  take  the  field,  and-  to  have  the 
whole  patronage  of  the  army  and 
the  church. 

It  is  true,  that  the  code  referred 
to  fubfequent  regulations  afFefting 
this  patronage,  as  well  as  to  a  law 
refpefting  the  diets,  by  which  the 
number  of  members  in  each  houfe 
refpedlively,  and  the  duration  of  the 
fefiions  were  to  be  fettled.  Thefe 
might  make  much  difference  in  the 
extent  ofthe  king's  influence.  ']  here 
was  alfo  a  very  important  queftion 
hanging  over,  concerning  the  fta- 
rofties  or  crown  fiefs,  which,  under 
one  of  the  conftitutional  codes  im- 


See  State  Papers  for  1791;  from  p.  177  to  200. 
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pofcd  on  the  republic  by  the  neigh- 
bouring powers,  but  lately  abro- 
gated, were  to  have  funk,  as  they 
became  vacant,  into  the  coffers  of 
the  ftate.  Still  the  influence  of  the 
crown  would  be  great,  and  in  tne 
reign  of  the  future  dynafty,  would 
raturally  be  ftrengthened  by  the  he- 
reditary fuccefllon.  It  was  a  great 
llep  to  have  furmounted  the  preju- 
dices of  the  Polifh  nobility,  who 
had  long  been  accuftomed  to  confi- 
der  the  debility  of  the  royal  prero- 
gatives as  neceflary  to  the  fecurity 
of  their  own  liberties. 

What  was  gained  to  the  peafants 
feems  indeed  to  be  little  ;  but  was 
of  the  higheft:  moment.  They  were 
taken  under  the  proteflion  of  the 
law,  and  courts  of  juilice  erecbed 
for  them.  This  was  before  the  pri- 
vilege of  the  royal  peafants  only. 
But  that  which  moll:  interelled  them 
and  the  country  was  the  enaflment, 
that  all  grants,  contracts,  and  agree- 
ments, even  with  their  lords,  were 
to  be  binding  in  perpetuity.  To 
enfranchife  peafants  was  become  *  a 
fort  of  falhion  among  the  better  and 
more  enlightened  nobles ;  but  the 
next  heir  coming  into  poffeiTion, 
might  reduce  them  to  bondage 
again.  Now  their  liberty  was  fixed 
for  ever  by  the  conflitution  of  their 
country. 

In  this  part  of  the  conflitution, 
however,  there  was  one  paffage, 
which,  juft  and  wife  as  it  was  in 
itfelf,  cannot  but  have  excited 
jealoufy  and  alarm  in  the  neigh- 
bouring  Hate: :    it    is  that   which 


publifhed  and  proclaimed  "  a  pcr- 
"  feft  and  entire  liberty  to  all 
*■'  people,  either  who  may  be  newly 
"  coming  from  whatever  part  of  the 
"  world  to  fettle,  or  who,  having 
"  emigrated,  fnall  return  to  their 
"  native  country."  This  would 
have  made  Poland  anaf;/Ium  to  the 
peafants  of  the  furrounding  nations; 
thatclafs  of  men,  in  the  contermin- 
ous poiTefTions  of  the  great  neicfh- 
bouring  pov/ers,  being  for  t.he  moll 
part  in  a  ftate  of  llavery.  It  wcul J 
have  operated  ftill  more  powerfullv 
on  the  diftriits  dilmemberedby  thole 
powers  from  Poland.  A  fimilar 
edift  of  the  Emprefs  Catherine  in. 
1766,  gave  great  difquiet  to  feveral 
of  the  circles  of  Germany ;  fo  much 
fo  that  the  direc'lors  of  Bavaria  ad- 
dreiled  a  letter  to  all  the  ilates  of 
their  divifion,  as  well  as  to  the 
circles  of  Franconia  and  Suabia, 
pointing  out  to  them  how  much  the 
drafts  made  in  confequence  on  their 
dominions  had  "  diminilhed  the  po- 
"  pulation  of  the  country,  rendered 
"  the  peafants  who  remained  d'A- 
"  contented  and  feditious,  and  in- 
"  fpired   them  with   revolutionary 

"  notions  againlt    their    lords." 

Such  notions  were  m.uch  m.ore  eaf/ 
to  be  infpired  now ;  but  Ruffia,  at 
leail:,  could  not  blame  the  adoption 
of  her  wvn  meafure":  nor  would  the 
general  fpirit  of  the  times  fufter  an'.^ 
power  that  felt  to  avow  fuch  an  ob- 
jedlicn;  though  it  may  not  the  lefs 
have  been  a  motive  of  fubfequer.t 
conduct. 


*  See  fonae  linking  inftances  mentioned  in  our  laft  volume,  Hill.  Art.  p.  207. 
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CHAP.      IV. 

Re-acceptance  and  enforcement  of  the  nenu  confitution  by  the  diet.     Good  recep^ 
tion  of  it  by  the    nation.      Letter   of  Stunifaus-Augiifus  to  Frederick-  Wil- 
liam on  the  fubjeSl,  and  his  afzfwoer  of  congratulation.     The   referred  la-ius 
pajjed  by  the  diet.      Suhfance  of  thofe  lanvs.     Diet  proceeds  on  the  ciiiil  and 
jnilitary  codes.     Army  recruited  and  difciplined.     Propcfal for  felling  the  Jla- 
rojlies,   and  fupprej/ing  the  orders  of  knighthood.     King  oppojls  Loth.     Diet 
iidjourned.     Confpiracy  fiid  to  be  formed  for  carrying  off  the  king.      People 
Jheiu   much   loyalty  on   the  occafton.      Seditious  mo^oements  in  the  XJkrainet 
Podolia,  and  Volhinia,fupprefJed  by  prince  fofeph  Poniatonvfii.    Threatening 
afpeSi  of  foreign  affairs.    _Suppofed  treaty   of  Pilnitz.     Rumours  refpeSiing 
it.     Obfernjations  on  the  fuhje£i.      Re-affembling   of  the  diet.     King  an- 
7iounces  that  Leopold  and  Frederick-William  had  both  expreffed  themfclnjcs  in 
favour  of  the  nevu  cotijlitution.     Declares  his  onjon  adherence  to  it.     Exhorts 
his  people  to  defend  it  to  death.     States  'vote  him  a  Jiatue.     Faiiion  againfc 
the  nen.v  conflitution.     Clofer  union  betiveen  Poland  and  Lithuania  decreed^ 
Sale  of  the  Jiarojlies   again  agitated.      King  offers  to  the  treafury  a  tenth  of 
lands  affgned  to  tnaintain  his  table.     Declined  by  the  diet.     Committee  to 
inquire  into    the  'value    of  the  ftarojiies.     Their  fale  decreed  by   a  fmall 
majority.     Pro-uifon  in  faucur  of  prffcffors.     ObjeSiions  of  the  elector  of 
Saxony  to  accept  the  reverfon  of  the  crc^vn,  probably  incrcafed  by  fale  of  the 
Jtarojiies.      The  terms  of  his  acceptance  Jiated.     Aufcria  and  Pruffia  dif- 
pofed  to  difarm  after  the  conference  at  Pilnitz.     Affairs  of  France  prevent 
that  meafure.     Smooth  progrefs  of  the  treaty  bet'-a;een  RuJJia  and  the  Porte. 
Catherine  difappro-'ves  the  neiu  conjlitution  of  Poland.      Urges  Auflria  and 
Pruffia  to  a  nvar  ivith  France.      Draivs  her  troops  to  the  frontiers  of  Poland. 
Her  emiffariis  excite  difcontents  in  that  country.     Has  fe-veral  pariifans  of 
rank  there.    Diet  makes  a  la^uo  to  pre-uent protejrs  againji  the  nenju  conjlitution. 
Minority  becomes  defperate.     Tumultuous  debates  in  the  diet.     Appointments 
held  by  noncoifcrmJJls  declared  vacant,  and  ordered  to  be  filed   up.     Diet 
proceeds  ivith  the  ne-iv  code.     Politicians  of  a  dangerous  clafs  begin  to  take 
the  lead  among  the  people.     Adopt  French  principles,  and  fpread  dijcontents. 
Nobles  aldrmcd  at  the  increafe  and  influence  nf  clubs.     Dictines  meet.      Ra- 
tify   the  ails  of  the  double  diet.     Approve  all  its  proceedings.      Give  the 
king  the  title  of  "  Benevolent  Father  of  his  people."     Diet  jneets.     A  temple 
to  bs  erecied  to  Providence,  and  afeftival  decreed  on  the  "^d  of  May.    Several 
nuncios  vjithdravi  their  protefts.    Diet  prorogued.   Polifo  and  French  revolu- 
tion:, though  v^idely  differing  in  principle, yet  very  generally  co  ifoundcd.    King 
of  Pruffia  dijgujted  ixiih  French  principles.    War  inevitable  betvjeen  France 
and  the  empire.     Frederick-William  not  inclined  to  affift  Poland.     Probable 
reafons  for  this  difinclinaiicn.     His  intention  of  not  ajjijling  Poland  off.  daily 
notified  at    Warfavj.     Auflria    evades  giving    a    direct    anfver  on    the 
fubjeB.     Plenipotentiary  from  court  cf  Drefden  to  that  of  Warfavj  oti  Poliflf 
affairs.     Peace  betvjeen  RuJJia  and  the  Porte  rati  fed.     Noble  Polijh  emi- 
grants invited  to  Peterfhurgh.     Well  received  by  Catherine.    '  Infulted  by 
2  •  •  the 
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the  populace.  Catherine's  condua  hcjiile  to  Pol  And.  Poland  prepares  for 
her  defence.  Sends  an  army  of  obfcwation  to  the  Ukraine.  Diet  meets. 
Decree  for  completing  the  army  to  100,000  wfw.  Means  of  farther  aug- 
menting the  armed  farce  cf  the  republic.  Stanijlaus-Auguftus  makes  farther 
jacrifices  of  his  rights  and  poffejjions.  Decree  refpeiling  conffcaied  property. 
Rujpan  armies  march  te-xvards  Poland  a?:d  Lithuania.  France  declares  ivar 
ugainjl  Auftria;  and  immediately  on  that  event,  RuJJia  declares  nvar 
a^ainji  Poland.  Invades  Polijh  territories.  Polijh  hijlory  concluded  for  the 
prefent.     French  aj'airs  refumed. 


THE  poft,  which  had  been  flop- 
ped on  the  day  of  the  revo- 
lution, was  permitted  to  depart  on 
the  following  day,  when  difpatches 
were  fent  ofF  in  every  direftion. 
Qn  the  fame  day  eighteen  of  the 
nuncios  publifhed  a  proteft;  and  M. 
Suchorzewfki  returned  tp  the  king 
the  blue  riband  with  which  he  bad 
fo  lately  been  honoured. 
M  rfi  When  the  diet  met 
^  ^  *  on  the  5th,  the  code  of 
the  new  conllitution  was  again  pro- 
pofed,  and  fubicribcd  by  all  the 
members  then  prefent.  It  was  read 
and  pafied,  article  by  article,  and 
fentence  by  fentence. 

The  dates,  on  this  fecond  reading, 
added  a  manly  and  fpirited  declara- 
tion. They  confirmed  by  it  every 
paragraph  of  the  articles ;  recom- 
mended to  the  executive  power  to 
put  the  council  of  infpeftion  imme- 
tliately  in  the  excrcife  of  its  func- 
tions ;  and  renewed  their  oath,  com- 
manding all  magiftrates  and  troops 
prefent  to  take  the  fame  without 
delay,  and  the  reft  of  the  army 
within  a  month.  Nor  did  they 
forget  to  give  glory,  in  the  pious 
humility  of  true  virtue,  to  the  Su- 
pr«me  Difpofer  of  nations.  They 
defired  the  biQiops  to  appoi:^t  a  pub- 
lic thankfgiving  on  the  ^l^me  day 
throughout  the  kingdom;  ordered 
the  future  celebration  of  an  anni- 
verfary,  in  memory  of  the  mercies 
thus  Ihewn  to  them ;  and  decreed 
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the  ereftion  and  confecration  of  a 
church,  infcrlbed  "  to  the  Divine 
"  Providence,  in  order  to  eternize 
"  the  remembrance  of  a  revolution 
"  eftedled  almoll  unanimoufly,  and 
"  without  the  lofs  of  a  fingle  drop 
*•'  of  blood." 

Having  thus  fatisfied  (as  thej" 
fay)  their  general  feelings  on  the 
event,  they  turned  their  attention 
to  fecure  the  conftitution,  by  de- 
claring and  enafling,  that  whoever 
fhould  dare  to  oppofe  it,  fhould  be 
puniflied  as  traitors  to  their  country ; 
and  they  ordered  immediate  pro« 
ceedings  to  that  end  before  tlie 
comltial  tribunal  at  Warfaw,  which 
was  to  fit  without  interruption.  The 
army,  under  the  orders  of  the  exe- 
cuxive  power,  Vv'as  to  aUifl  in  feizing 
all  perfons  indid^ed  by  the  law-of- 
ficers. Tliis  was  a  vigorous  mea- 
fure,  and,  in  conjunftion  with  the 
language  of  the  preamble,  evinced 
a  relblutioa  to  defend,  againft  ali 
internal  fadHons  as  well  as  external 
enemies,  the  truly  glorious  edifice 
which  they  had  raifed. 

The  reception  of  love  and  grati- 
tude wliich  the  new  conftitution  had 
already  experienced  among  all 
ranks  in  the  capital,  worked  as  it 
ought  to  do  on  the  minds  cf  the 
minority  in  tlie  diet.  Count  Bra- 
nicki,  whom  the  Icing  on  this  occa- 
fion  particularly  courted,on  account 
of  his  connection  with  prince  Po- 
temkin,  an.d  his  authority  among  the 
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Ruffian  party  in  the  diet,  now  fub- 
fcribed  the  aft;  and  chancellor 
Malachowfki,  brother  of  the  mar- 
dial,  having  refigned  the  feals  im- 
mediately on  the  event,  foon  after 
re-accepted  them,  as  the  miniflier  of 
juftice.  ' 

_,         ,         Univerfals   were   now     ' 
May  7th.  ^ij-p^tched  by  the  mar-     < 
fhals  to  tell   the  nation  what   had     ' 
pafled,  and  to  diredl  the  obfervance     ' 
of  the  new  coRlHtution.     In  thefe     ' 
the  projeft  of  a  partition  was  af-     ' 
ferted  to  have  been  entertained  by     ■ 
foreign  powers,  and  the  conduft  of 
the  king  was  the  theme  of  much 
praile  and  veneration.     There  were 
very  few  places  v/hich  did  not  clearly 
and  ftrongly  mark  their  fatisfadtion 
in  all  that  had  been  done.     Jn  War- 
faw  particularly,  a  club  was  formed, 
under  the  name  of  The  Friends  to 
the  Conflitution  of  the  3d  of  May 
1 791  ;  medals  wereftruck  ;  and  in- 
fcriptions,  expreffive  of  loyalty  to 
the   king,  and   attachment    to    the 
conftitution,  were  worn  on  various 
ornaments   of  female  drefs.      Yet 
there  was  a  furd  murmur  that  ran 
through  fome  of  the  diftrids  where 
Ruffia  had  mofl  influence,  and  many 
anonymous  libels  of  a  virulent  kind 
were  from  time  to  time  publiihed. 

To  the  king  of  Prufiia  the  intel- 
ligence was  not  only  communicated 
by  count  Goltz,  but  Stan:ilai;s-Au- 
ouitus  himfclf  addrefll'J  a  letter  to 
him  on  the  fubjecc,  ^nd  lent  it  by 
count  Staniilaus  Potochi,  a  noble- 
man who,  it  has  been  feen,  was  not 
only    much  in  his    maker's   confi- 
dence,  but    had   been    a  principal 
aftor  in  the  revolution.    The  anfwer 
to    both    v-as    favourable.       Count 
Goltz  ioH:  no  time  in  delivering  to 
^  ,     the  king  and  the  diet 
Klay  1    1.1.  |;i,econgratulatiGnsvvith 
which  he  was  officially  charged  by 


1792. 

his  fovereign.  The  approbate sn 
there  contained  feemed  to  be  fuf- 
ficiently  full;  but  what  pafTed  im- 
mediately between  the  twomonarehs 
was  ftill  more  apparently  fatisfac- 
tory.  "  Theearneftnefs  ,  , 
"  which  I  fhewed  (faid  -^  , 

"  Frederick -William)    ^^^^^  ^3^- 
"  to  make  my  manner  of  thinking 
"  known  with  regard  to  that  event, 
"  ought  to  convince  you  and  the 
"  whole   Polifn  nation  of  the  in- 
"  terefl:  which  I  take  in  it.     I  feli- 
"  citate  mvfelf  on  having  been  able 
"  to  contribute  to  the  maintenance 
"  ofthelibertyandindependenceof 
'•'  the  republic,  and  one  of  my  moft 
"  agreeable   employments   will  be 
"  that  of  preferving  and  ftrengthen- 
*'  ing  the  bonds  which  unite  us.     i 
"  could  not  but  applaud  more  par- 
"  ticularly  the  choice  which  has  been 
"  made  of  a  prince,  whom  his  vir- 
"  tues  render  worthy  of  the  throne 
"  that  awaits  him.      It  is  my  wifii, 
"  however,     that     your     majefty, 
"  through  a  long  fuccefiion  of  years, 
"  may  continue  to  bellow  happinefs 
"  on  your  people."   It  fhould  how- 
ever be  obferved,  that  it  does  not 
appear  whether  the  king  of  P ruffia 
had  then  the  whole  code,  together 
with  the  two  incorporated  laws,  be- 
fore him,  fo  as  to  have  examined  it 
deliberately  in  all  its  bearings  and 
coincidences.      From    the    corre- 
fpondence  itfelf,  it  is  rather  to  be 
collefted  that  he  had  not. 

The  laws  for  which  a  refervation 
had  been  made,  as  neceflary  to  com- 
plete the  conftitution,  proceeded  all 
this  while  with  little  obftruftion; 
one  to  regulate  the  future  diets ; 
another  to  define  the  duties  of  the 
king's  council ;  and  a  third  appoint- 
ing an  extraordinary  diet,  after  a 
period  of  twenty-five  years,  to  revife 
the  conftitution.  Some  progrefs 
3  ^^^ 
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too  was  made  in  the  civil  and  crl- 
min?.!  code,  which,  in  honour  of  the 
king,  was  to  be  called  the  code  of 
Staniflaus-Augullus,  Theminiflers 
who  were  to  form  the  new  council 
were  named  ;  the  committee  of  fo- 
reign affairs  was  in  confequence 
fupprefled,  but  with  honourable  tef- 
timony  of  icsfervices ;  a  prnjefl  for 
the  new  commiiiion  of  police  was 
approved  unanimoufiy,  notwith- 
ftanding  that  feveral  of  the  nobles 
thought  they  perceived  in  it  fome- 
thing  derogatory  to  their  privileges ; 
comidal  judges  were  chofen  from 
the  diet  to  take  cognizance  of  all 
flate  crimes,  efpecially  againil  the 
n-w  conilitution  ;  and  the  ccmmif- 
fion  of  war  was  ordered  to  do  its 
duty,  in  calling  all  abfent  officers  to 
their  corps  for  the  purpofe  of  tak- 
ing the  new  oath  ;  a  refolution,  in- 
tended to  lead  to  the  removal  of 
count  Sziznefa  Potocki  from  the 
command  of  the  artillery,  and  his 
friend  general  Rzewufki  from  his 
military  rank.  Though  the  proba- 
bility of  peace  among  the  neigh- 
bouring po  vers  every  day  increafed, 
yet  the  lecruiting  and  difciplining 
of  the  Poliih  army  went  on  with  re- 
doubled alacrity. 

It  cannot  be  matter  of  furprifc, 
if,  heated  by  ail  that  had  been  done, 
and  eager  for  difiindion,  feme  men 
fhculd  attempt  things  more  popu- 
lar than  confiftent  with  the  fobcr 
principle  which  had  hi:hcrto  cha- 
raderized  the  a£ls  and  proceedings 
of  the  diet.  One  of  thefe  fchemes 
was  to  convert  the  ilaroflles  into 
immediate  prcfi;  to  the  public  trea- 
fury ;  but  the  king  ftrongly  refilled 
the  propofition,  contending,  for  that 
time  viclorioufly,  in  a  very  alfefting 
fpeech,  that  every  thing  Ihould  be 
left  on  the  ancient  footing.      And 


upon  another  occafion,  when  the 
abolition  of  the  orders  of  knight- 
hood was  propofed,  he  Hill  more 
diftinguifhed  himfclf,  taking  that 
opportunity  of  introducing  his  fen- 
timents  on  the  French  revolution. 
"  Characleriilic  marks  of  the  orders 
"  of  knighthood  (faid  he)  are  ufed 
"  in  all  countries.  I  did  not  in- 
"  troduce  them  in  Poland.  They 
"  are  of  no  prejudice  to  civil  equa- 
"  lity,  rightly  underflood  ;  and  I 
'*  ought  not  to  be  envied  the  fa- 
"  tisfaflicn  of  being  able  to  deco- 
"  rate,  lince  I  have  it  fo  little  in 
"  my  po.ver  to  reward,  thofe  who 
"  do  fervice  to  me  and  to  the  ftatCi 
"  We  fee  a  recent  example,  in  a 
"  country  late  fo  flourifning  and 
"  rich,  where  the  principle  lO  agree- 
"  able  to  the  multitude,  that  every 
"  thir.g  ihould  be  put  on  a  level, 
"  has  been  pulhed  to  the  extreme; 
"  the  refult  is,  that  every  thing . 
"  there  has  been  overturned  ;  and 
"  that  fiate,  which  properly  held 
"  the  balance  among  the  powers  of 
♦'  Europe,  is  adluaily  become  of  as 
''  little  importance,  as  if  it  had  no 
"  real  exiftence," 

The  middle  of  July  was  now 
come,  and  the  meetings  growing 
daily  thinner,  the  diet  was  at  length 
adjourned.  The  king  went  to  reMe 
at  Lazienfki,  a  fmall  pakce  not  far 
from  Warfaw  ;  and  whether  the 
memory  of  his  former  danger  work- 
ed on  the  prefent  anxiety  of  his 
people  for  his  fafety,  or  that  a  con- 
fpiracy  was  adually  formed  to  feize 
and  carry  him  thence,  is  uncertain  ; 
but  an  alarm  of  fuch  a  defign  was 
fpread.  The  guard  was  doubled; 
the  artillery  loaded;  and  the  citi- 
zens of  Warfaw  crowded  to  the  pa- 
lace to  manifell  their  zeal  for  their 
beloved  monarch.    The  young  men 

[^]   2  '    inibntly 
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inflantly  aflbciated  in  dofence  of  liis 
per  on,  nnd  the  connitution,  which 
feemed  to  be  menac.  d  in  him. 
About  tlie  ("ame  time"  prince  Jofsph 
Poniato'.viki  fe'cceeded  in  fuppref- 
{ir.g  fovhi  fediticus  movements  in 
the  Ukraine,  and  ihortly  after  in 
Po  olia  .-ind  Volhinia. 

Such  '.vere  the  pleafine;  appenr- 
ances  ;-:thonie;  but  the  complexion 
of  affairs  abr-^ad  difquieted  the  king 
and  his  new  council.  It  had  be- 
come fufiiciently  evident  by  this 
time,  that  the  allies  were  not  inclin- 
ed to  rifk  a  war  vviili  Ruffia  in  fa- 
vour of  the  Porte  ;  bcfides,  the  cap- 
tivity of  Louis  the  XVIth.  and  the 
aftival  fituaticn  of  France,  imperi- 
ouily  called  the  attention  of  them 
all  to  that  quarter,  and  left  tiiem, 
in  the  affairs  of  the  North,  at  the 
mercy  of  the  emprefs  Catherine. 
Neither  had  Poland  in  particular 
given  them  any  great  inducement 
to  venture  much  in  her  favour,  be- 
yond -ivhat  their  immediate  intcrefts 
or  their  pofi.ive  engagements  de- 
manded. The  eoinmercial  treaties 
had  llept,  {iv.cc  the  refufal  to  cede 
Dantzic.  Nothing  had  lately  b?cn 
faid  on  the  fubjctl  by  Fredcriek- 
Willian-! ;  but  he  was  nccefia-rily 
mo'e  and  mrre  diflatisfied  in  tlut 
refpcvl,  from  the  manner  in  which 
tl"at  city  was  mentioned  in  the  law 
concerning  the  privileges  of  cities, 
and  the  contirmation  of  that  law 
by  the  new  coiiilitution,  now  made 
unalteirible  for  five  and  twenty 
years.  The  Porte  had  fufpended 
all  negociations,  becaufe  Poland  had 
rcfufed  to  make  her  treaty  offenfive 
as  well  as  defenfive ;  nor  could  any 
proteffion  indeed  be  e.vpeded  from 
that  broken,  exhauited,  and  dilpi- 

*  Seethe  in({ru<^ions  of  prince  Kuinit 
Papers-  p.  222.  an.l  tlie  circular  kw:r  a^i 
and  empire,  ib.  p.  27.9. 


rited  power,  whatever  might  hav? 
been  the  inclination  of  the  divan. 
On  the  ether  hand,  Ruffia,  more 
triumphant  i  1  the  cabinet  than  fhe 
could  have  promifed  to  her  own 
molt  fanguine  hopes,  at  the  period 
when  the  new  confritution  was  ac- 
cepted by  the  diet,  could  not  be 
fuppofed  likely  to  fufFer  in  quiet  'he 
eUabliilimcnt  of  independency,  and 
the  formation  of  a  refpe<flable  army, 
in  a  country  whicii  fiie  had  before 
governed  almoil:  as  one  of  her  own 
provinces ;  and  tb.e  hoftility,  or 
even  the  neutrality  of  which,  in  fu- 
ture Wars,  would  always  embarrafs 
her  operations  againfl:  the  Octoman 
empire.  In  this  arduous  fituation  the 
king  thought  it  m.oll  prudent  to  call 
around  him  the  marfhal  Malachow- 
fki,  and  fome  of  the  leading  mem- 
bers of  the  diet,  that  he  and  his 
council  might  be  affiftcd  with  their 
advice. 

The  acquiefcence  of  the  allies  in- 
the  terms  offered  by  Ruffia  to  the 
Poi  te,  was  foon  followed  by  intelli- 
gence of  a  clofer  approximation 
between  the  emperor  Leopold  and 
the  king  of  Pruffia.  Their  purpofe, 
as  it  was  ccmmunicated  by  th* 
Polifh  miniftcr  at  Vienna  to  his 
court,  was  to  conclude  a  treaty  of 
mutual  guarantee,  on  account  of  the 
democratic  fermentation  then  work- 
ing on  all  fides.  It  was  not  known 
(he  faid)  whether  any  flipulation  in 
it  would  relate  to  the  new  coaflitu- 
tlon  of  Poland.  In  truth  the  pre- 
liminary articles  of  an  alliance, 
which  *  has  always  been  reprefented 
by  the  contrafting  powers  them- 
felvcs  as  c/f/f«/?x'f,  were  j  ,  _. 
figned  anout  that  time.  J  ^  J 
No  copy  of  thefc  articles  was  ever 

2  to  M.  Blnmendorf,  among  ihe  State 
irellld  to  ail  thcmiiiifters  of  the  emperor 
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pu'olifhed  bv  authority;  no  paper, 
purporting  to  be  a  copv  of  tnem, 
was  ever  circulated.  The  only 
part  that  we  know,  is  a  fhorc  ubftrail 
of  one  article  relative  to  France, 
which  wns  cit 'd  bv  prince  Kaunitz, 
}.n  his  otRcial  correrpondtnce  th.it 
prece.'ed  the  war  with  that  country. 
Indeed,  the  approaching  inter /icw, 
which  was  already  fixed  to  ta^e 
place  at  Piiniiz,  atlrai^'d  the  eyes 
of  all  mankind;  and,  as  mull  always 
be  the  eiFcR  of  luch  congrefies, 
iilled  every  ftate  in  Europe  witii 
curiofity,  fufpence,  conjeclu  e,  and 
jealoufy.  it  was  thoug^ii  iinuolfible 
that  two  great  potentates  conld 
meet  without  fome  important  and 
extraordinary  fiibjeifl  of  fuch  a  con- 
ference; and  whatever  has  followed 
in  the  no.th  or  in  the  fouth,  has 
been  afcribcd  to  fome  feci-et  treaty 
then  figned. 

A  paper,  confifting  of  fi.x  articles, 
has  been  font  into  the  world,  as  con- 
taining the  fubilance  ol  that  treaty, 
but  it  remains  to  this  day  wholly 
unauthemicated:  elfe  the  contents 
of  it  are  not  abhorrent  from  ti-.e  Cir- 
cumflances  and  fentiments  of  the 
fuppofed  parties.  The  fecond  and 
the  fixth  articles  only,  in  any  way 
relate  to  Poland.  By  t]}e  iecond 
the  contrading  powers  cr.gage  to 
ufe  their  endeavours  for  bringing 
the  emprefs  of  Rqllia  into  their  de- 
fign  of  raifmg  the  houfe  •of  Saxony 
to  the  hereditary  throne  of  Polr.n  !. 
This,  as  far  as  it  goes,  is  in  dire^i^ 
confirmation  of  the  new  conilitu- 
tipn.  By  the  fixth  article  indeed, 
Leopold  was  to  exert  all  his  influ- 
ence, both  with  the  republic  of 
Poland  and  thecourt  of  Peterfourgh, 
in  favour  of  Frederick-V/illiam's 
r)i-etenfions  to  Dantzic  and  Thorn; 


but  this  was  by  no  means  to  be 
done  in  the  way  of  a  violent  parti- 
tion among  the  tliree  neigiibourijg 
powers,  it  profefled  amicable  nc- 
gociatipn  on  the  face  of  it;  and  the 
confideration  to  be  received  by  Leo- 
pold, v/as  not  a  new  portion  of  terri- 
tory around  Cracow,  but  the  'up port 
of  Frederick- \Vill'am  in  t,)e  elec- 
tion oi  the  arch-duke  Francis  to  be 
kinij  of  the  Romans,  and  his  inter- 
pohtion  with  the  other  ?,ll'es,  for 
irime  modifications  in  the  conven- 
tion, guaranteed  by  them,  concern- 
ing the  Low  Countries. 

It  ii,  however,  aJmo-H:  evident, 
that  no  fu"h  paper  was  figned  at 
Pilnitz.  Prince  Kaunitz,  in  his 
oiKcial  corr-  fpondence  before  men- 
tioned, refers  to-  no  documeiit  as 
executed  at  Piln'i,z,  except  "  the 
"  declaration  figni'd  in  common" 
by  the  two  monarchs  on  the  atHurs 
of  France;  though  he  ftates,  and 
with  apparent  truth,  all  the  different 
fecret  engagements  on  the  fubjeft  of 
that  country;  and  the  firll  article  of 
the  pretended  treaty  not  only  is  of 
that  defcription,  but  is  lefs  o;Fcnfive 
than  other  meafures  which  he  does 
mention.  The  preliminary  articles 
of  a  defenfive  treaty,  he  tells  us, 
were  figned  a  month  before,  on  the 
25t:i  of  July;  aa  1  in  the  beginning- 
Li  the  following  December,  it  ap- 
pears from  ■'^  a  circular  letter  of  tha 
emperor,  and  another  of  t.le  king  of 
Prullia,  that  the  defenfive  treaty,  of 
which  the  preliminary  articles  had 
been  long  fmce  figned,  rernained  ftill 
to  be  deliniiivcly  concluded,  fa 
fa£t,  the  firit  of  the  {ik  articles  called 
the  treaty  of  Pi^ryitz,  bears  a  near 
refemblance  to  -the  preliminary  ar- 
ticle cited  by  prince  Kaunitz  as 
figned  in    July,   and  the  whale  fee 


See  our  State  Papers,  p.  229,  and  n.  230. 
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of  articles,  iftheybein  any  degree 
genuine,  is  more  probably  to  be 
referred  to  the  earlier  date;  but 
withoat  feme  better  authority  *,  the 
paper  altogether  muft  be  excluded 
from  a  place  in  hiftory. 

The  refult  of  the  new  oblif^ations 
contrafted  by  the  two  monarchs, 
whatever  they  were,  and  of  the  in- 
terview at  Pilnitz,  whatever  ac- 
tually palled  there,  was  under- 
ftocd  in  Poland  to  be  favourable  to 
her  caufe :  it  is  indeed  irapoirible  to 
believe  it  to  have  been  what  has 
been  commonly  reprefented  by  the 
democratical  faftion  all  over  Eu- 
rope; an  agreement  for  the  aftual 
partition  of  Poland,  which  has  fmcc 
taken  place.  No  fuch  plot  could 
have  been  carried  on  and  fettled  in 
two  or  three  hours  (for  no  longer 
were  the  illuftrious  guells  in  private) 
under  the  roof  of  a  prince  like  the 
eleftor  of  SaxcnVj  moderate,  good. 


j uft,  a  paternal  fovere: gn  to  his  a<5lua| 

fubjedls,and  u  ho  has  gained  nothing 

by  the  fu   pofed  facrifice  of  a  people 

entitled  to  his  proteilion  by  all  the 

claims  of  blood  and  gratitude.     His 

condudt,  as  well  as  his  declarations, 

fliewed  the  fadl  to  be  otherwife.  His 

minifter  at  the  court  of  Peterfburgh 

was  inftrufted  ofHciallv  to  acquaint 

the  Ruffian  miniftry  with  the  events 

of  the  third  of  May  in  Poland,  and 

the  consequent  interell  of  his  high- 

nefs  in  the  fate  of  that  country. 

It  is  true,  that  to  count  Dzie- 

duczfyfki,  the  Poliih  envoy  at  his 

court,  the  eleftor   had  flarted  fome 

cbjeflions,  which  made  him  heu'iate 

to  accept  the  crown.     He  thought 

the  royal  power  too  much  enfeebled. 

by  limitations.     But  this  was  a  fair 

fubjcdt  of  compromife;  and  on  the 

re-afiembling     of     the    o     ^      , 
J.        c-      •/!         A        r     beptember 
diet,   btaniilaus-Au2;ui-  i 

2 ''  til 
tus  found  himfelf  war-         ^ 


*  As  thepnper  is  not  long,  though,  unauthenticated  as  it  is,  it  cannot  be  received 
into  our  colle^ion  of  llate  papers,  we  have  thought  right  to  preferve  it,  here,  that 
the  reader  may  judge  for  himfelf : 

I.  To  undertake  in  conceit  eileflual  meafures  for  the  maintenanae  of  treaties 
ivhich  exiji  avitb  France,  to  give  weight  to  the  reprefentations  yet  to  be  made  to 
that  nation,  and  to  invite  all  Euiope  to  concur  therein,  in  cafe  thefe  friendly  re- 
prefentations  fiiould  be  unproduftive. 

II.  The  two  parties,  as  focn  r,s  poHible,  will  endea^vour  to  bring  the  court  of 
Feterjhurgh  into  their  defigyi  of  raifuig  the  Houfe  of  Saxony  to  the  fuccejion  of  the 
cro-ivn  of  Poland. 

III.  They  refpeftively  referve  to  themfelves  the  power  of  changing,  at  their 
pleafure,  any  of  their  prelent  or  future  acquiiitions,  obferving  in  thefe  changes  the 
extent  of  the  revenue,  and  likewilethe  conuitution  of  the  Germanic  body.  And  in 
confequence  they  will  treat  with  whcinfoever  tliis  excliange  may  concern. 

IV.  They  will  alio  treat  refpeBing  the  diminution  cf  their  different  annies,  as 
fcon  as  their  concerns  with  foreign  powers  will  admit. 

V.  His  Prufllan  maiefty  promiies  to  the  archduke  Francis  his  vote  to  be  king  of 
the  Romans,  and  likewife  that  he  v»ill  not  oppofe  any  thing  that  may  be  provided 
for  any  of  the  archdukes,  upon  condition  that  it  does  not  infringe  on  the  Germanic 
conftitution. 

VI.  In  return,  the  Emperor  nuill  employ  his  good" offices  a.v:th  the  court  of  Pe- 
terfburgh  and  the  republic  of  Poland  in  favour  of  the  kiiig  of  Frujfia"  s  pretenjions  to 
the  cities  of  Thorn  and  Dantzic;  but  again,  in  return,  his  imperial  majelty  ex- 
perts that  his  Prufiian  majeity  will  exert  himfelf  with  Britain  and  the  ftates  general 
of  the  United  Provinces,  in   behalf  of  the   wilhed-for.  modilicat 


convention  at  the  Hague  on  the  fubjeil  of  Belgic  affairs. 


ilications  concluded  ia 
ranted^ 
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ranted,  from  the  whole  of  the  cor- 
refpondence  with   Drefden,  to  an- 
nounce his   perfuaiion  of  a  h-^ppy 
conclufion   to    the    negociaticns   in 
that  quarter.    He  gave,  as  the  rea- 
fon  of  his  expeftations,  that  the  em- 
peror and  king  of  Prulfia  bad  both 
declared  themfelves,  in   refpecl  to 
the    fucceflion,    agreeably    to   the 
■vvifhes  of  the  Polilh  nation.    At  the 
■fame  time  he  exprelled  his  own  ad- 
herence  to  the  new  conltitution  in 
the  ftrongell:  language,  and  exhorted 
all  his  people  to  join  with  him  in 
the    refolution  of  defending   it   to 
death.     An  unanimous  approbation 
followed  his-  fpeech;  and  the  ftates 
voted  a  flatue  to  bi  erected  to  him. 
But  notwithrtanding   this   aufpi- 
cious  re  commencement  of  bafmefs 
in  the  diet,  every  opportunity  was 
taken,  during  the  remainder  of  the 
year,  by  a  fmall  but  determined  par- 
ty,  to  attack  the  new  conflitution. 
It  gathered  ftrcngth,  ic  is  true,  from 
all  thefe  trials,  in  the  public  opinion; 
yet  if  its  enemies  thus  faewed  their 
weakneif;,  they  (hewed  alfo  the  vio- 
lence of  their  animonty  againil  it. 
The  king  on   all   occalicns   dil'cin- 
guilhed  himfelf  by    fianding  forth 
the  warm  and  eloquent  defender  ef 
his  own  work. 

A  meafure  which  the  king  ha,d 
much  at  heart,  was  to  draw  the  bonds 
of  confederation  more  clofe  between 
tiie  kingdom  of  Iceland  ami  the 
grand  dutchy  of  Lithuania,  v.liich 
together  conilituted  what  was  pro- 
perly c:illed  the  republic  of  Poland  ; 
and  t()  fmooth  the  way  for  a  perfeft 
and  intimate  union.  V.'ith  this  view, 
a  propofition  was  made  for  uniting 
the  treafuiies  and  armies  of  the  two 
jiations,  by  means  of  joint  commif- 
fioners,  confifting  of  an  equal  num- 
her  of  both  nations.     At  hrll  it  v/ as 


ftrongly  oppofed  by  the  nuncios  of 
Lithuania,  but  they  afterwards  gave 
thfeir   confcnt;   and    an   aft  ^n   , 
was  accordingly  pailed,  pro- 
fefTedly  looking  forward  alfo 
to  other  Hiagillratures  which  might 
in  future  be  formed  for  the  two  na- 
tions in  common.     It  was  declared 
to  be  an  integral  part  of  the  aft  of 
union  between  the  two  members  of 
the  republic ;  to  be  taken  as  an  ar- 
ticle of  the  fia^a  co'irjenta  by  the 
prefent  king  ;  and  to  be  inferted  in 
thole  of  all  his  fuccefTors. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  queRion 
-of  the  ftarolHes  was  renewed,  and 
much  perplexed  the  king.     He  had 
before  flopped  it  by  his  interference 
in  the  manner  already  related.    But 
now,  the  fale  of  the  foi  efts  and  other 
demefr.es  of  the  crown  in  France, 
fuggelced  again  to  the  heated  minds 
of  feme  of  the  nuncios,  a  fimilar 
projeft  with  regard  to  the  crown- 
fiefs  of  Polar  d.  The  prince  primate, 
brotlier  of  the  king,  on  this  occafion 
took  the  lead  in  refilling  this  fcheme 
of  fpoliation.     He  conlidered  it  as 
an  attack  upon  property,  every  kind 
of  which  was  llrongly  guaranteed 
by  the  newconftitution.    "  He  liked 
"  not    the    principle;    he    ftil]  lefs 
"  liked  the  precedent  on  which  this 
"  aft  ofoppreflion  and  injullice  was 
"  to  be  reitcd.     He  was  afi'aid  that 
"  a  habit  of  imitating  the  revolution 
"  of  another  country,  might  in  the 
"  end  introduce  thofe  fatal  lamps, 
♦'  by  the  light  of  which  the  French 
"  had    extinguifhed    religion,    ho- 
•'  nour,  and  common  fenfe."     The 
fubilance  of  his  fpeech   was  after- 
wards pat  into  a  regular  proteft,  and 
recorded.     It  made    much  impref- 
fionon  the  public.     But  the  facility 
of  acquiring  to  the    flate    a  fund, 
which  feemed  in  its  origin  to  belong 
[Z)]  4  ta 
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to  the  (late,  fednced    too  many  to 

regard    convenience     rather    than 

jufiice. 

When  the  qneftion  had  been  again 

and  again  debated,  in  the  hope  of 

prevailing   on  the  ftarofls  to  come 

forward,  and  by   ths  facriflce  of  a 

part  to  defeat  a  projeft,  which  was  a 

pillage   both  of  them  and    of  his 

crown,  Staniflaus-Augufius  made  an 

T,r  ,     oHer  of  one  tentii  from 

ISiov.  I  iih.    .       ,      ,        ^        J  ^ 
tne    lands     alngned  to 

maintain  his  table;  and  new  duties 
at  the  fame  time  were  propoied  to 
fill  up  all  deficiencies  in  the  public 
revenue.  But  this  offer  was  de- 
clined b)  the  diet,  and  none  of  the 
ftarofts  manifefted  any  readinefs  to 
follow  the  royal  example.  Per- 
ceiving the  quellion  grovviiig  more 
popular  from  every  difcufTion,  the 
king  at  length,  however  reluctantly, 
gave  way  a  little,  and  appointed  a 
committee  to  inquire  into,  and  re- 
port on  the  value  and  other  circum- 
lianccs  of  thefe  fiefs.  Tliree  per- 
fons  were  accordingly  named  by 
him,  of  high  rank  and  office,  and  of 
unimpeached  integrity;  yet  fufpi- 
cions  were  openly  levelled  at  him 
for  naming  them,  as  being  noto- 
rioufly  adverfe  to  the  project  of  a 
fale.  Confcious  of  his  own  purity, 
yet  more  alarmed  by  fuch  a  fymp- 
tom  of  difunion,  than  hurt  by  the 
imputations  call  upon  himfelf,  he 
conjured  them  to  drive  all  party- 
fpirit  from  am.ong  them,  and  watch 
in  union  over  the  public  weal.  This 
produced  for  the  inilant  the  der:rcd 
effect.  But  when  the  fubjeft  came 
the  next  time  to  be  debated,  all  the 

Di         crown  -  fefs   were  de- 
ecember.  ,  ^    ,     r  u  r      u 

creed  to  be  lold  for  the 

benefit  of  the  public;  with  a  provi- 


fion  however,  that  all  perfons  hiving 
an  intereft  in  any  of  them,  Ihould 
have  ccmpenfations  proportioned  to 
their  feveral  rights.  Ey  this  deci- 
fion  the  influence  of  the  crown  was 
very  materially  weakened,  at  a  mo- 
ment when  the  eleftor  of  Saxony 
was  already  objeiSing  to  the  want  of 
power  in  the  monarchy,  as  originally 
fettled  by  the  newconllitution. 

The  correfpondence  into  which 
the  two  courts  had  entered  on  this 
fubjedl,  has  been  already  noticed. 
It  had  not  been  entirely  fuceefsful; 
but  *  by  making  the  parties  more 
intimately  acquainted  with  their 
mutual  fentiments,  it  had  produced 
an  increafe  of  confidence  on  the 
one  fide,  and  of  gratitude  en  the 
other.  In  confequence  they  had. 
gone  the  length  of  naming  plenipo- 
tentiaries to  meet  and  confer  at 
Drefden,  on  the  means  of  obviating 
all  difficulties.  Eefides  the  previous 
approbation  of  all  the  three  neigh- 
bouring powers,  the  points  on  which 
the  elector  chiefly  infilled  were,  that 
the  king  fhould  have  a  direft  nega- 
tive in  the  pafiing  of  all  laws;  that 
he  lliould  have  the  fole  power  of  de- 
claring war;  and  that  the  army 
fliould  fwear  fidelity  to  the  republic 
and  the  king,  not  to  the  king  and 
the  nation,  a  word  of  an  ambiguous 
meaning,  which  might  lead  to  much 
mifchiefiii  the  ilate; — that  the  edu- 
cation of  the  prince  royal  fhould  be 
entirely  fubmitted  to  the  difcretion 
of  the  king,  or  in  default  of  a  king, 
to  the  queen  or  neared  relation  ;  and 
that  the  crown  iaould  be  entailed  oa 
the  male  branch  of  the  Houfe  of  Sax- 
ony. I'he  plenipotendaries  were 
ftill  occupied,  at  the  clofe  of  the  year 
1 79 1,  in  ascertaining  thefe  articles 


*  See  nolc  of  the  count  de  Ltis  on  the  part  of  .he  eieflor}  dated  O£lober  23d, 
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ef  objection,  and  in  negociating  to 
remove  the  obftacle  which  they  oc- 
cafioned. 

The  courts  of  Vienna  and  Berlin, 
foon  after  the  interview  of  tiie  two 
fovcreigns,  and  in  confequcnce,  as 
was  generally  believed,  of  fome 
agreement  there  made,  took  fteps 
for  putting  their  refpedlive  armies 
on  a  peace  ellabUniment.  They 
ieem  to  have  indulged  the  hope  that 
the  acceptance  of  the  new  French 
conftitution  by  Louis  the  XVfth. 
would  allay  the  ferment  in  that  mi- 
ferable  country.  But  the  fpirit 
which  foon  manifeftcd  itfelf  in  the 
fccond  national  afiemb'y,  and  the 
confequent  fittiation  of  the  German 
empire  in  regard  to  France,  quickly 
turned  the  vip^ilance  of  Leopold 
and  Frederick  -  William  towards 
that  fide,  where  the  danger  plainly 
began  to  thicken. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  emprefs 
Catherine  grew  daily  rrore  difem- 
barraiTed.  As  the  negocintion  of 
the  definitive  treaty  with  the  Turks 
proceeded  with  little  or  no  impedi- 
ment, (he  exoreiTed  her  difapproval 
of  the  Poliiii  conibitution,  firil  in 
terms  admitting  of  explanation,  but 
afterwards  with  lefs  ambiguity.  She 
avowed  that  (he  did  not  confider  it 
as  biiiding  upon  her  in  her  ancient 
relations  to  the  republic ;  and  (he 
praifed  the  caution  of  the  eleftor  of 
Saxony,  in  paufmg  on  his  accept- 
ance of  ihe  crown.  Though  from 
thereJuclion  of  their  military  forces, 
and  the  rell  of  their  conduft,  (he  had 
no  great  reafon  to  be  apprehenfive 
of  Atillria  and  Pruflia,  vet  (he  feemed 
an^fioas  to  engage  them,  in  a  man- 
ner which  would  not  allow  them  to 
interfere,  had  they  been  fo  difpofed. 
The  mod  remote  from  the  danger, 
Ihe  was  apparently  the  moll  Itrc- 
nuous  aorainft  tho  ruling  fidion  in 


France.     It  was    in  purfuance   of 
her  example,  and  at  her  initance, 
that  the  king  of  Sweden  rcft^fcd  to 
open    the  dii'patch   communicating 
the  acceptance  of  the  conilituiion 
by  Louii  the  XVIth.     She  h;iltened 
to  (end   a    mit.ifter  with   letters  of 
credence  to  the  French  princes  at 
CobLntz;  alnlledthem  with  money, 
and  preiTed  them  to  enter  on   their 
expedition.     At  the  fame  time  (he 
upbraided  her  old  ally  the  Emperor 
for  his  coldnefs  in  a  caufe  fo  nearly 
and  perfonaUy    toucliing    him ;   re- 
minded him  of  his  letter  from  Padua, 
which  called  on  the  different  powers 
of  Europe,  to  aft  inco'ccrt  for  the 
iafety  of  the  royal  family  of  F" ranee, 
declared  her  prefent  adlicrence  to  it, 
and   urged  him    ftill  to   pcrfevere. 
She  prevailed    too  on  the  king  of 
Sweden  to  addrefs  fimilar  lant^uag-e 
to   the   fame  court.     Neverthelefs, 
from    the   moment    that    the    war 
aitually  broke  out,  (he  has  furniQied 
neither  pecuniary  nor  military  aC- 
fiibance. 

In  the  mean  while  her  troops 
collefled  on  the  frontiers  of  Poland, 
and  preparations  were  made  for 
bringing  a  ftill  larger  force  to  afl, 
when  required.  Her  emillliries  in 
Poland  redoubled  their  eif.jrts,  and 
fome  few  more  perfons  of  rank  and 
weight  appeared  openly  on  tliat  fide, 
M.  Suchorzewfici  quitted  tlie  coun- 
try to  join  the  counts  Potocki  and 
Rzewufki  at  JaflV,  where  they  no  at 
ref.Jcd,  and  were  treated  with  great 
di.Hndion.  The  condufl  of  the 
biQiop  of  VVilna  and  the  bifhop  of 
Kaminlcc  gave  m.uch  difquiu^t,  efpe- 
cially  as  the  part  whicii  was  played 
by  t!ie  latter,  in  the  confederation  of 
Bar,  was  liill  remembered,  and  he 
announced  a  new  confederation  in 
his  neighbourhood.  The  pre(s 
teemed  with  produflions  r.dvcrfe  to 
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the  new  order  ofthi  igs ;  and  feveral 
partifans  ot"  the  diiconicntcd  nobles 
entered  pfoteils  in  the  chanceries  of 
the  palatinates.     A  n:w  and  highly 
inflammatory  manifello,  aaiong  the 
reft,  having  appeared  in  the  names. 
of    count     Sz^znefa     Potocki    and 
count  Rzewiuki,  the  bufmeis    was 
taken  up  in  the  diet.     A  law 
was   propofed    to  punifii,    as 
dillurbers  of  the  public  peace, 
every  perfon  who  lliould  write,  and 
every  chancellor  who  ihould  receive 
any  fuch  protell  or  manifello;  and  to 
annul  all  fuch  as  had  been  already 
made :    faving   neverthelefs  to  the 
members  of  the  diet,  and  other  pub- 
lic affemblics   known  to  the  confli- 
tution,  a   perfeft  freedom  of  think- 
ing, fpeaking,  and  recording  their 
protefts    on    the    queftions    before 
them,  agreeably  to  ancient  and  m.o- 
dern  laws.   A  debate  of  fix  hours  was 
clofed  by  the  king,  who  in  a  fptrech 
of  fome  length,  and  much  powerful 
imprefTion,  exhorted  the  diet  to  dif- 
play  a  manly  energy  of  charaftcr 
in    their    own   caufe;    and    having 
proved  the  propofed  declaration  to 
be,  not  the  inftrunient  of  perfecu- 
cution,   but  the  only   expedient  to 
bring  back  the  oppofing  party  to  a 
fenfe  of  their  duty,  and  to  fpare  the 
diet  the  fad  necelBty  of  reforting  in 
the  end  to  a  more  rigorous  proce- 
dure, ordered  the  votes  to  be  taken. 
Of  the  fenate,  no  more  than  one 
fingle  caftellan,  the  prince  Certvver- 
tynfKi,   oppofed  it;  and  among  the 
nuncios,  about  twenty  out  of  three 
hundred.  The  law  was  exceedingly 
popular  in  Warfaw;  but  in  the  diet, 
the  minority  grew  more  defperate  in 
proportion  as  the  general  fenie  of 
the  nation  was  more  clearly  at^ainit 
them;  and  on  a  fubfequcnt  night,  in 
the  abferxe  of  the  king,  the 
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Hats  were  put  on,  and  fwords  half" 
drawn;  nor  was  it  without  much 
diiHculty  that  the  aflembly  was 
faved  from  the  pollution  of  blood. 

Early  in  the  next  year,  as 
a  lafl;  experiment  to  recal 
the  fugitive  nobles  to  the 
boiom  of  their  country,  count  Sta- 
niflaus  Potocki  went  himfelf  to 
Jafl'y,  and  endeavoured  to  diiluade 
his  relation  from  his  continuance 
in  a  caufe  which  mull  terminate  ia 
the  dej^cruclion  of  himklf,  or  his 
country.  But  all  his  affectionate  in- 
flances  were  fruit'efs.  When  there- 
fore vhe  time  allowed  for  taking  the 
military  oath  had  expired,  the  diet, 
after  a  long  diiculuon,  and  notwith- 
ftanding  the  intercefTion  of  the  king 
for  the  delay  of  one  month  more, 
declared  the  appointments  of  count 
Sziznefa  Potocki  and  count  Rze- 
wufki  to  be  vacant,  and  diredled 
thefe,  as  well  as  the  places  of  all 
officers  who  had  not  taken  the  oath, 
'  to  be  immediately  filled  up. 

The  diet  took  fome  few,  and  but 
few,  meafures  to  give  llrength  and 
confillency  to  the  revolution.     The 
provincial  tribunals  were  organized 
to  the  iatisfadion  of  the  king.  Some 
regulations  of  police,  connected  with 
finance,  were  adopted  .with  refpecl 
to  the  Jews,   who  thus  obtained  a 
legal  eitablifhment  in  the  country. 
The    eredion    of  a  bilhopric   for 
the  Greek  united  church  was  under 
confjderation.     Some  progrefs  was 
aifo  made,  though  many  difiiculties 
continually  preiented  themlelves,  in 
the  labours  of  a  committee  appoint- 
ed to   examine  the  whole  body  of 
conflitutional    laws,   and    reconcile 
all  fuch   as   they  were  able  to  the 
new  code ;  the  reft,  which  clafhed 
with  it,  being  intended  to  be  ipe- 
cially  repealed,  agreeably  to  a  claufe 
of  tiiat  code,    by    which  they   had 
been  generally  abro^i'^-tsd. 
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The  diet,  however,  deferved  lefs 
to  be  blamed  for  doing  too  little, 
than  praifed  for  not  doing  tO(?  much. 
The  triumphs  of  the  conftitution, 
over  all  the  attacks  repeatedly  made 
upon  it  in  this  feilion,  were  not  un- 
attended with  fome  internal  danger. 
Thefe  perpetual  contefts  brought 
more  forward  into  public  notice  and 
confidence  a  clafs  of  politicians  who 
commonly  rife  to  the  furface  in 
times  of  ferment ;  men  of  fanguine 
complexions  and  ardent  minds,  bufy, 
eager,  violent ;  fupplying  what  they 
want  in  wifdom,  by  an  excefs  of 
zeal.  To  fuch  men  the  boldeft  pro- 
jects come  always  the  beft  recom- 
mended :  and  they  were  not  now 
deftitute  of  teachers,  who  could 
make  them  acquainted  to  the  bot- 
tom with  the  fecrets  of  a  revolution 
much  more  complete  than  their 
own.  The  French  ambaifador,  M. 
Defcorches,  had  been  fent  to  them 
for  the  purpofe.  Renouncing  his 
nobility  and  title, he  had  dilHnguifh- 
ed  himfelf  by  his  activity  in  the  de- 
mocratic faction  of  his  own  coun- 
try, and  was  therefore  chofen  as 
a  proper  perfon  to  re-knit,  and 
llrengthen  with  the  new  bond  of 
fraternity,  the  ancient  connection  of 
France  with  Poland.  It  \ya3  foon 
after  his  arrival,  and  moil  probably 
with  a  view  to  his  expefted  in- 
trigues, that  the  king,  in  the  man- 
ner already  related,  took  an  oppor- 
tunity of  holding  up  the  French  re- 
volution as  an  example  not  to  be 
followed,  but  fiiunned.  Eut  not  fo 
thought  the  clubs  of  the  friends  to 
the  conftitution  of  the  3d  of  May. 
The  mot'aer-fociety  of  that  name  at 
Warfaw  was  much  frequented,  and 
cultivated  with  great  afiiduity  by 
M.  Defcorches;  and  from  that  time 
file  meafurcs  of  the  popular  party 


had  a  more  manifeft,  and  fometlmes 
an  avowed  reference  to  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  national  aflembly  in 
France,  Thence  was  derived  the 
precedent  under  which  the  crown 
fiefs  were  decreed  to  be  fold  :  and 
there  was  a  talk  of  following  up 
that  with  another  imitation,  by  pro- 
pofing  the  iffue  of  alTignats  upon 
that  fund.  The  profpeftive  regu- 
lations of  the  bifhoprics,  pafled  in 
1789,  were  not  thought  fufhcient; 
a  partial  confifcation  of  abbey-lands, 
and  fome  other  ecclefiaftical  proper- 
ty, more  on  the  French  principle, 
was  now  demanded  by  many.  Some 
exifting  inequalities  in  their  repre- 
fentation  began  to  difturb  their 
minds  with  fpeculations  of  reform. 
A  fmall  meadow,  with  a  fhed  upOn  it, 
fituated  in  Livonia,  on  the  Ruffian 
fide  of  the  D'^ina,  is  faid  to  have 
fent  reprefcntatives,  for  the  cledion 
of  whom  a  few  of  the  neighbouring 
gentlemen  met,  fometimes  with,  and 
fometimes  without  the  confent  of 
the  Ruffian  government.  This,  on 
the  authority  of  the  parliamentary- 
reformers  in  England,  was  confider- 
ed  as  a  monltrous  grievance,  and  a 
more  equal  divifion  of  the  diflriCts, 
on  the  plan  of  France,  was  men- 
tioned as  an  eifential  improvement. 
The  chiefs  of  the  Jews  had  exprefs- 
ly  confented  to  the  late  meafures  re- 
lative to  their  nation;  yet  the  re- 
itridlions  impofed  upon  them  were 
thought,  by  the  party  of  which  we 
are  {peaking,  not  to  be  compatible 
with  the  liberality  of  modern  phi- 
lofophy;  and  in  the  fame  ftyle,  the 
citizens  and  burghers  were  told,  that 
the  plenipotentiaries  afligned  to 
them  by  the  late  law  were  not  real 
and  efiicient  reprcfentatives.  But 
the  good  management  of  the  king, 
and  the  founder  part  of  the  diet,  for 

the 
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the  prefer.t  diverted  the  mifchiefs 
to  be  apprehended  from  this  fpirit. 
Oiuhe  other  hand,  the  fale  of  thella- 
roflies  gave  ferious  and  deep  difguft 
to  the  great  families  who  were  in 
poilefiion  of  tlsem  ;  and  who  felt  the 
move,  as  their  liberal  conduft  *  on 
this  vcrv  fubjeft,  in  an  earlier  ftagc  of 
the  revolution,  had  deferved  a  very 
different  return.  Many  of  the  other 
nobles  too  in  the  provinces  were 
highly  difia:isfied  with  the  doftrines 
and  influence  of  the  clubs,  which 
fcvcral  of  the  cities  and  great  tov/ns 
had  e.labiiihed  in  imitation  of  War- 
fa  w,  and  v/hicii  were  daily  multi- 
plying. 

Such  was  the  ftate  of  the  coun- 
tiy  when  the  dietines  met,  which 
were  to  inquire  into  the  conduft  of 
their  rcprefentatives  from  the  open- 
ing ot  the  double  diet,  and  confe- 
ijuently  to  pronounce  the  judgment 
ef  the  nation  on  the  new  conilitu- 
tjon.  They  had  bsen  a  little  poft- 
pcned  by  an  adl  of  the  diet,  to  the 
end  that  they  might  be  better  quali- 
iicd  to  decide  on  this  great  queftion, 
by  feeing  a  longer  trial  of  the  con- 
iiituiion  in  adlual  pradlice.  A  ma- 
jority of  thefe  auembiies,  without 
iiehtatipn,  and  with  enthufiaiiic  ea- 
^ernefs,  ratified  what  had  been 
dene.  In  fcveral  an  oppofition  was 
attempted  on  fome  points ;  but 
finally,  all  the  fevcnty-five  dietines, 
without  a  fingle  exception,  voted 
their  approbation  and  praifc  ;  ex- 
prelTed  their  conviiTlion  of  the  benc- 
f.cial  confcquences  likely  to  refuk 
from  bittering  the  condition  of  the 
mercantile  order ;  and  enjoined 
iheir  reprefentatives  to  confer  on 
the  king  tiie  title,  moft  dear  and 
honourable  to  him,  of  «'  the  Bene- 
f  voient  Father  of  his  country." 


The  effeft  of  this  national  unanj-i 

mity  was  felt  on  the  meeting  of  tlie 

diet.     Ths  mar!hal  Mala-    , ,      , . 
I      /T  •  •  J  J  .u     March 

chovvlki  now  reminded  the 

Hates  of  their  rciblutlon  to  ^ 
ereft  a  temple  to  Providence;  and 
count  Staniflaus  Potocki  (who  had 
been  made  general  of  the  ordnance 
in  the  room  of  his  relation)  mo'-'ed 
that  the  firft  {tone  Ibould  be  laid  on 
the  3d  of  May,  as  well  as  that  de- 
putations from  the  dietines  iliould 
he  annually  admitted  on  that  day  to 
tellify  their  inviolable  attachment 
to  the  conflitution.  Both  thefe  mo- 
tions, which  were  introduced  with 
a  fplendid  panegyric  on  the  conlH- 
tutlon,  were  decreed  without  oppo- 
fition. The  fite  of  the  temple  was 
foon  aft!?rwards  marked  out.  A 
public  felHval  was  fixed  to  bj  cele- 
brated on  the  anniverfary  of  the  in- 
dependence  and  happinels  of  the 
republic,  and  it  was  faid  to  be  in 
contemplation  to  create  two  new 
ordc;-i  of  knighthood  in  commemo- 
ration of  the  event.  Moved  by 
thefe  exp:  efTions  of  the  public  fenti- 
ments,  and  Hill  more  by  the  deciilon 
of  their  conftituents  in  the  kte  die- 
tines, fcveral  of  the  nuncios,  who  had 
originally  proteded  againll  the  con- 
ilitution,  withdrew  their  cbjedionsj, 
and  erafcd  them  from  the  journals 
of  the  diet.  They  declared  that, 
convinced  by  what  they  had  feen  of 
the  fcnfe  of  the  nation,  they  would 
no  longer  impede  or  retard,  by  a 
vain  reiiftance,  the  efreft  of  a  revo- 
lution, commenced,  conduced,  and 
accompliflied  with  io  much  good 
fortune.  They  even  faid  that  they 
fliould  heartily  concur  in  it;  con- 
gratulate their  country  on  the  event, 
and  return  their  moll;  lincere  and  un- 
feigned  thanks   to  thofe  who  had 


*   See  p.  [5.] 
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contributed  to  the  happy  change, 
cfpecially  to  the  king,  who  had  been 
the  cliic-f  audior  and  promoter  of  it. 
The  diet,  during  a  fhort  feffion 
of  a  forcnighr,  attended  to  very 
little  other  bufinefs.  It  was  then 
prorogued  to  the  l6th  of  April. 
From  the  fpirii  that  now  reigned,  it 
was  probable  that  the  virtues  and 
wifdom  of  Stanillaus-Auguftus  would 
have  ultimately  preponderated,  a- 
gainll  the  intrigues  of  the  French 
ambaflador,  and  the  native  impe- 
tuofity  of  tiie  Poliih  character,  ef- 
peciaHy  if  the  neighbouring  powers 
would  have  thrown  the  weight  of 
their  influence  into  his  fcale.  But 
feme  of  them  perhaps  really  felt, 
iind  fome  pretended  to  feel,  an 
alarm  on  the  other  fide.  It  was  re- 
marked, that  in  the  furrounding 
countries,  the  tvvo  revolutions  of 
Poland  and  of  France,  though  al- 
lowed by  all  thinking  men  to  be 
widely  different,  yet  among  the 
many,  had  the  fame  friends  and  the 
fame  enemies ;  and  this  was  ftrikir4g- 
ly  the  cafe  in  the  political  writir-.gs 
of  the  French  themfelves.  Tne 
king  of  Prufiia  at  this  time  appears 
to  have  conceived  a  ferious  difgufl 
at  the  principles  of  the  French ;  and 
the  whole  German  empire  had 
found  it  neceffary  to  have  recourfe 
to  ftrong  mctfures  for  prevencing 
the  propagation  of  thofe  dotn.rinei-. 
War  was  become  inevitable  between 
France  and  the  empire.  Frederick- 
William  would  not  have  been  able, 
had  he  been  dilpofed,  to  give  his 
promifed  fuccours  to  his  row  ally 
the  emperor,  and  at  the  fame  time 
make  head  againll  Ruffia  in  Poland. 
Put  in  truth  he  was  not  fo  inclined. 
He  knew  not  to  what  pitch  fuccefs 
in  arms  might  exalt  the  volatile 
fpirits  of  the  popular  party  in  Pc- 


land.     There    was    nothing  which 
in  his   apprchenfion   was  not  to  be 
dreaded  from  it.     The  increafe  •£ 
thcfe   principles  at  his    very  door, 
for  the  extirpaticii  of  which,  in  ano- 
ther quarter  of  Europe,  he  was  pre- 
paring to  march  on  a  diftant  expe- 
dition, fcemed  likely  to  be  anim.-ne- 
diate  confequence  ;  and  Ihculd  that 
not  follow,  he  could  not  fee  without 
jealoufy  the  eilabliiliment  of  a  vlclo- 
rious   military  force    in    a   nation, 
which  was  for  ever  adverting,  with 
fomuch  fore  fenfibility^toa  difmem- 
berment,  from  whence   he  derived 
no    inconliderable    portion    of  his 
faircil    territories.     Pic    was    con- 
fcious   that   he    was    enjoying    the 
fruits  of  vioknce  and  rapine;  and 
injury  is  too  often  added  to  injury, 
from  a  lear  leH  they  who  have  fuf- 
fered   may  not  forgive.     Should  he 
leave  the  Poles  to  their  fate,  he  had 
no   doubt   but  the   emprefs  would 
compound  for  his  inadivity,  by  al- 
lowing him  more  than  the  two  cities 
for  wnich  he  had  fo  long  intrigued 
in  vain :  her  in  vafion  and  ufurpation 
of  the  Polifh  provinces  contiguous 
to  her  own,  would  afford  him  one  cf 
the    filfe  pretences   of  the  former 
partition,  the  plea  of  keeping   op 
a  balance  of  power  againft  his  rivals 
by  a  propoj-tionate  addition  of  ter- 
ritory to  himfelf;  and  he  chofe  ra- 
ther, in  poffclfion  of  all  his  imme- 
diate objeils,  to  take  his  chance  of 
maintaining  himfdf  hereafter  at  th« 
point  cf  the  fword  againft  an  afTo- 
ciate  in  wrong,  than  at   fome  co(t 
and  hazard,  to  put  thcfe,  who  had  a 
righteous  caufe  againft  hun,  in  a 
condition    to    exafh    future  julHce. 
The   marquis  Lucchefini,  who  had 
now  returned  as  ambaffador  to  War- 
faw,  officially  notified,  in  the  begin- 
ning of  the  year,  that  his  m.aftcr  would 

net 
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riot  fupport  the  new  conuiluticn  by     fortune  of  her  deceafed  uncle  prince 
arms.  Potenikin,  having  for  that  pufpcfe 

As  to  the  court  of  Vienna,  what-     obtained  leave  of  abfcnce,  for  which 
ever    Leopold    might  have  faid  to     his  nephew  prince  Sapieha  pledged 
catch    Frederick-William,    at    Pil-     hiniflf  to  the  king  and  his  country. 
nitz,  he  could  not  be  fuppofed  very     The  gi  and  general  therefore,  though 
earnefl:  in    the    ellablifliment    of  a    he  fliared  their  private  councils,  did 
great  force   on    his   vveakeft    fide,    not  take  a  public  part  with  them, 
efpecially  v/hen  he  knew  that  the     The  rell  went  in  a  body  to  court, 
Datural  rival  and  enemy  of  his  houfe,    where  they  prefented  a  memorial  to 
the  king  of  Pruffia,  was  more  likely     the  emprels,  claiming  the  benefit  of 
than  himfelf  to    reap    the   benefit,     her  guarantee  to  reftore  the  former 
Nor   did    Leopold's    death,    which    conftitution  of  the  republic.     Their 
happened   foon    after,    make     any     reception,  it  is  unneceffary  to  fay, 
change  in  the  politics  of  that  court,     was   highly   gracious;  but  as  they 
They  were   the  politics  of  prince     palfed  through  the  ftreets  they  hud 
Kaunitz,  who  remained  in  power.       a  prefage  of  the  infamy  which  ever 
The  eleftor  of  Saxony  appears     awaits  thnfe  who   fadlicufly  call  in 
to     have     been    in    fome    degree     the  aid  of  a  foreign  power  to  de- 
encouraged    by    the   late    votes   of    ftroy  the  independency  of  their  coun- 
all  the  dietincs.     He  now  advanced     try.     7'hey  were  hiffcd  and  reviled 
one  ilcp  further,  and  fent  the  count    by   the  Rufiians,  attached  as  all  of 
de  Loeben  as  his    plenipotentiary,     that  nation  are  to  the  glory  of  their 
to  treat  direftly  at  Warfaw  on  the     fovereign,  and  knowing,  as  they  did, 
fubjeft  of  his  objeftions.  what  was  the  tendency  of  the  appli- 

On  the  fide  of  Ruflia  every  thing  cation  made  by  the  exiles, 
confpired  to  bring  tl-ve  quellion  to  a  This  condudl  of  the  emprcfs  was 
point.  A  formal  notification  of  the  equivalent  to  a  declaration  of  war; 
events  of  tlie  3d  of  May  had  been  it  was  fo  felt  by  the  republic.  Ac- 
made  from  the  court  of  Warfaw,  cordingly,  preparations  for  defence 
at  the  inftances  of  the  eleflor  of  had  long  been  making;  the  plan  of 
Saxony,  and  fome  anfwer  could  not  a  campaign  was  arranged,and  prince 
very  long  be  delayed.  The  treaty  Jofeph  Ppniatowflc',  alTifled  by  ge- 
,  of  peace  with  the  Porte  had  nerals  Wielhorfki  and  Kofciu&o, 
-'^'I*  been  finally  ratified.  A  pro-  afterwards  fo  well  known,  had  al- 
^'  *  clamation  from  the  Emprefs  ready  taken  poft  with  an  army  of 
againft  French  principles,  "  which"  obfervation  in  the  Ukraine,  where 
ihe  faid,  "  would  foon  ruin  Po-  the  principal  attack  was  appre- 
*«  land,"  had  been  received  with  an 
enthufiafin  that  fecured  the  peace  of 
her  own  country.  The  difconteni- 
ed  Polifh  nobles  were  invited  from     nefs,  the  king  pronounced  a 


hended. 

When  the  diet  m.et  again,     .     .. 

ftnr      lomp      rnmmnn     hiifi.  A 


after    fome    common    bufi- 


i6th. 


JafTy  to  Peterfliurgh  ;  and  the  grand  very  impreihve  fpeech  on  the  ftate 
general  Branicki  arrived  there  about  of  the  nation;  and  the  diet,  calling 
the  fame  time,  under  pretence  of  God  and  mankind  to  witnefs,  came 
fuirg  for  his  wife's  fucceffion  to  the    to  a  refolucion  "  that  the   republic 

"  intends 
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*'  intends  not  to  declare  war  againft 
"  any  power  whatever:  fhe  delires 
"  only  to  preferve  a  good  under- 
"■  franding  with  her  neighbours, 
"  and  to  maintain  the  jurifdiclion, 
"  the  liberty,  and  independency  of 
"  her  own  civil  confiitution  in 
"  their  jufl:  integrity."  This  was 
followed  by  a  decree,  charging  the 
king  with  the  defence  of  tae  na- 
tion, and  direfling  that  a  loan 
fl;oiiId  be  immediately  opened  and 
appropriated  to  that  objedl.  After- 
wards it  was  determined  to  complete 
the  troops  of  the  line  without  delay 
to  loo.oco  efFeftive  men,  and  to 
raife  bodies  of  light  troops  from 
among  the  Tartars  and  ColTaclcs. 
The  dcmeftic  troops  entertained  by 
many  of  the  great  nobles,  were,  if 
neceffary,  to  be  taken  into  the  pay 
of  the  ftate;  and  it  was  propofed  to 
arm  all  the  citizens  and  burghers 
for  the  proteflion  of  their  refpeftive 
cities  and  towns.  It  was  no  longer 
a  moment  for  Staniflaus-Auguitus 
to  temporize  with  the  icnfz  of  the 
diet,  and  retard  the  fale  of  the  fta- 
rollies.  They  were  deflined  there- 
fore to  be  the  fund  for  fecuring  the 
re-payment  of  the  loan;  and  that 
he  might  conciliate,  by  fufFering 
with  them,  the  minds  of  thofe  who 
were  aggrieved  by  the  faie,  as  well 
as  excite  an  emulation  of  generofity 
in  all  ranks  of  his  fubjefts,  the  king 
voluntarily  furrcndered  his  right  of 
prefentation  to  all  the  churches  de- 
pendent on  the  ftarofiies,  and  two 
whole  flaroilies  which  in  1775  had 
been  annexed  for  ever  to  the 
crown.  Nor  was  the  example  with- 
out efFecl.  Gifts  of  money,  plate, 
and  jewels  poured  in  from  the  great 


officers  of  ftate,  and  other  opulpnt 
individuals.  To  increafe  the  fund, 
the  property  of  all  vailals  of  the  re- 
public, who  Ihould  join  any  foreign 
enemy,  was  declared  to  be  confif- 
cated,  but  for  life  only ;  the  king 
himfelf  having  procured  the  iifer- 
tion  of  a  claufe,  by  which  the  inno- 
cent heirs  were  to  be  fecured  in  a 
reverfionary  provifion.  On  the 
other  hand,  indemnification  v/as 
propofed  to  all  who  iliould  faftain 
lofs  by  theinvafio'i  of  an  enemy. 

The  period  had  now  elapfed, 
which  the  French  convention  had 
peremptorily  fixed  for  the  catego- 
rical anfwer  of  the  court  of  Vienna 
to  their  demand  of  .'atisf^dlion  ;  and 
the  demand  had  been  made  without 
eifecl.  No  fooner  was  this  known, 
than  the  Ruffian  miniftry  began  to 
fpeak  of  the  Polifli  conilitutlon  in  a 
Itill  more  deciave  tone,  and  direft- 
ly  addrefTed  to  M.  Deboli,  the  mi- 
nifter  of  the  republic  at  Petcrfburgh. 
The  imperial  armies  were  pat  in 
motion  on  all  fides,  and  marched  in 
different  columns  towards  the  fron- 
tiers contiguous  to  Poland  and  Li- 
thuania. Hoftilities  however  were 
not  yet  comm.enced  *,  when  intel- 
ligence arrived  that  the  national 
aifembly  of  France  had  actually  de- 
clared war  againll  Auilria.  Then, 
and  not  before,  M.  JBulga-  ,, 
kow,  the  Ruifian  envoy  at  vl  |^ 
Warfavv,  delivered  to  the  ^"^  '^* 
king  a  declaration  of  war  on  the 
part  of  his  miftrefs. 

The  pretended  grounds  of  hoC- 
tillty  fet  forth  by  the  emprefs  f 
were  fc;mc  of  them  falf.',  otiiers  fri- 
volous, many  of  an  old  date,  and 
the  greater  part  fuch  as  no  Itate  has 


•  The  news  of  the  declaration  cf  war,  by  the  national  afieinbiy  of  France,  on 
the  aoth  of  April,  reached  Vienna  on  the  30th  of  the  fame  montli. 
f  See  the  declaration  at  length  among  the  State  Papers,  p.  *j6i. 
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a  right  to  urge  againll  another  in 
the  enjoyment  of  acknowledged  in- 
tlependence.  All  the  proceedings 
of  the  diet,  from  the  original  ad  of 
confederation  down  to  the  ellablifh- 
ment  of  tlie  new  conftitution  on  the 
3d  of  May,  were  mifreprefcnted, 
and  charged  with  illegality,  ufur- 
pation,  and  violence;  Every  thing 
done  or  faid,  ofFenfive  to  Rufiia,  was 
enumerated  ;  the  orders  for  the  eva- 
cuation of  the  country  by  her  troops 
in  1 789  ;  the  cond  Tnnation  of  fome 
of  her  I'uhjefts  for  a  treafonablc  con- 
fpiracy  about  the  fame  period  ;  the 
arrcll:  of  the  abbot  or  Slack,  and  the 
violation  of  the  chapel  in  the  fub- 
urbs  of  Warfiwj  the  freedom  of 
fpeech  in  vhs  diet;  and  above  all  the 
negociations  atConllantinopIe.  But 
all  thefe  Catherine  profelTed  to  par- 
don, in  her  equity  and  generofity 
to  the  Polifh  nation.  She  could  not 
licwever  be  deaf,  fhs  faid,  to  the 
claims  of  thcfe  patriots  who  had  de- 
manded the  performance  of  her  gua- 
rantee, and  her  fupport  of  a  confe- 
deration in  which  they  had  united, 
for  the  reiloration  of  law  and  li- 
berty to  the  republic,  deprived  of 
feoth  by  the  pretended  conftitution 
of  the  3d  of  May.  Her  troops  came 
only  as  friends  to  co-operate  in  this 
^■ood  purpoic. 

This  declaration  was  printed  in 
three  different  languages,  and  dii- 
tributed  in  great  profufion  ;  but  it 
made  little  or  no  impreiTion ;  the 
bulk  of  the  nation  remained  firm  to 
their  duty,  and  faitiiful  to  the  oath 
which  they  had  taken  to  the  new 
conititution.  All  ranks,  all  reli- 
gions, all  ages,  both  (exes,  fhewcd 
tqual  ardour  in  the  caufe  cf  their 
common  liberty  and  independence. 
On  the  very  fame  day  tliat  the  de- 
claration was  delivered  by  M.  Bal- 
gakcw.the  Ruffian  traops,  it  is  faid. 


entered  the  territories  of  the  repub- 
lic, and  by  this  invafion  began  ac- 
tual hoftilities. 

Here  for  the  prefent  we  ftiall 
paufe.  We  have  feen  an  amiable 
and  accomplifhed  prince,  winning 
his  way  with  cautious  dexterity 
through  innumerable  difficulties  of 
ei'ery  kind,  uniting  to  himfclf,  and 
fubj.'fUng  to  good  order  and  mild 
dominion,  a  people,  the  moft  dif- 
trafled  and  unruly  on  the  face  of 
the  globe,  exerting  himfelf  with  dif- 
interelled  toil,  perfeverance,  and 
management  to  fecure  his  own 
throne  after  his  death  to  an  alien 
houfe  ;  but  in  the  end,  for  his  pure 
and  virtuous  love  of  his  country,  at- 
tacked by  one  foreign  power,  aban- 
doned by  all  the  reil  to  the  fortune 
of  war,  and  preparing,  with  incom- 
plete levies  of  loyal  but  undifciplin- 
ed  troops,  to  oppofe  a  veteran  and 
viftcrious  army.  The  fequel,  pain- 
ful as  it  is,  will  too  foon  come  to  be 
related.  In  the  mean  time,  our  at- 
tention is  called  to  a  very  diflerent 
revolution,  by  which  a  people  dif- 
tinguilhed  fc/  their  veneration  of 
their  rnonarchs,  and  fiourifliing  in 
all  the  arts  of  elegance,  were  plung- 
ed into  nnarchy  and  barbarifm,  and 
a  fovereign,  fecond  to  none  in  gen- 
tlenefs  and  parental  affection  to  his 
fiibjedls,  after  having  been  branded 
with  the  names  of  tyrant  and  trai- 
tor, was  ultimately  forced,  by  a  do- 
meftic  faction,  into  a  war  with  a 
powerful  corxert  of  foreign  princes, 
that  it  might  afterwards  be  con- 
verted into  an  engine  for  his  de- 
ftruiLt'cn.  Thefe  events,  from  the 
clofe  of  the  year  1790,  we  are  now 
to  develope.  It  m.ay  be  of  fome 
utility  to  the  monarchies,  that,  un- 
der Providence,  iiill  are  fuffered  to 
llaRd  in  Europe,  and  of  much  inte- 
refl  to  all  the  fcates  that  have  beea 

parties 
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parties  in  the  fubfequent  war,  to  ob-  fubverted ;    and  the    fteps  on    one 

ferve  with  care  the  approaches  by  fide  and  the  other,  in  confequence 

which    the    ancient    monarchy    of  of  which  the  peace  of  Europe  was 

France,  prefTed  into  the  earth  (as  it  fir.1:  troubled,  and  afrerwa-'ds  broken, 

has  been   beautifully  faid)    by  the  not  to  be  iolidly  f.ttled  again  for 

weight  of  fourteen  centuries,  was  years,  perhaps  not  for  centuries  to 

gradually  undermined,  and  finally  come. 

CHAP.      V. 

Account  cf  the  Trench  rcvoluticn  refurr.ed.  Popular  conduii  of  M.  du  Porfail 
en  being  appointed  --war  minijter,  and  of  M.  Du  Port  du  Tertre  on  recei'vinp 
the  feah.  Royal  counciis  became  ivhat  ix;as  called  confitutional.  Chateiet 
deprived  of  its  jurifdidion  in  cafes  of  high  treajon.  Evident  motives  of  that 
meafure.  Re'vieziJ  of  the  cvidejice  taken  at  the  C.hatelct  refpeSting  the  e-venti 
of  the  ^th  and  dth  of  Oclober.  Duke  of  Orleans  and  M.  Mirabeau  Jirongh 
crijninated  by  that  e-vidence.  Indemnity  to  them  and  ail  others  concerned, 
Jails  cf  Pans  croiudcd for  ixiant  of  a  criminal  tribunal.  M.  Bailly  requejls 
the  national  ajjembly  to  ejlablijh  one,  ana  tajs  a  code  of  police  laivs  Attack 
en  the  houfe  of  the  Marechalde  Cafimt.  M.  La  Fayette  requejis  the  national 
affembly  to  organize  the  national  guards.  Influence  of  M.  La  Fayette  de- 
cli?:es.  He  Jecedcs  from  the  Jacobins.  Cauf  of  his  feceding.  Di'vifonf 
among  the  democratic  clubs.  The  moji  rejpeiiable  reiiolutionijls  difgujied 
nuith  the  Jacobins.  They  form  ne-ju  clubs.  Club  of  1789.  Attempt  to 
ejlablijh  a  club  infav:ur  cf  monarchy.  Club  cf  the  Cordeliers  confijiinv  of 
the  mofl  'violent  Jaccbms.  Other  clubs  formed  on  jacobin  principles.  Lec- 
tures at  the  Lyceum  by  Gat  at  and  Le  Croix.  Oratcrs  harangue  in  the  Palais 
Royal.  Jacobin  club  pre-eminent.  Ccmynittce  of  ccrrejpondence  formed^ 
Directed  by  the  Laineths  and  Bar  nave.  A  ne^w  faction  in  the  Jticobins 
under  Roberfpierre  and  BriJJot.  Mirabeau  quits  the  club  cf  \-j%n,  and  re- 
turns to  the  Jacobins.  Endeavours  to  moderate  them.  His  object  to  govern, 
Kot  dcftroy  ihe  government .  ^ he  duke  of  Orleans  his  engine.  Difappointed, 
he  Jecretly  connects  him/elf  voith  the  court.  Cry  of  the  Jacobins  againft  mo- 
deration.  Their  complete  triumph.  Manoeuvres  of  the  jacobin  leaders  to 
Jupplant  each  other.  Accoujits  of  the  republican  faction,  their  cuts  and  mo~ 
rals,  by  madame  Roland,  and  by  CamUle  DefnouLns.  Vievjs  and  conduct 
cf  the  king.  Hopes,  by  patience  and  fubfnijion,  to  regain  the  afedions  of 
the  people.  Improved  proj'peei  at  the  end  of  1790.  The  king  complains  of 
the  falje  reports  that  he  intended  to  efcape.  Demands  the  confideyice  of  the 
national  afjembly.  Complimentary  addrefs  of  the  prefident  to  the  k-no-  and 
quetn  on  nev) year's  day.  The  afemblyfx  the  time  of  calling  a  nevj  legifw 
iure.     Perjecuticn  of  the  clergy,  and  its  conj'equences, 

THE    true    character    of  the  lition  without  any  of  conftrudion, 

French  revolution,  and  the  began  to  develop  themfclves  more 

efl'ential    defed   of   its    principles,  certainly    from    the  period   where 

whicli  were  all  principles  of  demo-  this  hiflory  flopped  in  the  detail  of 

Vol.  XXXI V.  [E]                                      the 
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the  affairs  of  Frande  ;  that  is,  from 
the  refignation  and  retreat,  or 
rather  the  difgrace  and  flight  of 
M.  Necker,  in  the  autumn  of  the 
year  1790.  The  triumph  of  the 
leaders  of  the  national  alTembly 
over  the  crown  was  now  decifive. 
Though  the  other  minifters  lin- 
gered a  {hort  time  in  their  places, 
the  changes  which  we  formerly 
noticed  foon  followed*,  till  M. 
Montmorin  was  the  only  member 
of  the  old  cabinet  who  remained 
in  office.  One  or  two  of  the  cir- 
cumftances  attendant  on  thofe 
changes,  will  throw  a  ftrong  light 
on  the  fituation  of  the  court  and 
adminiilration. 

The  appointmijnt  of  M.  du  Por- 
tail  to  the  war  department,  was 
diftinguilhed  by  the  precedent 
which  he  fet,  of"  doing  homage  to 
"  the  reprefentatives  of  the  na- 
tion." This  was  "  his  firfl:  care," 
as  he  tells  them  in  his  letter  f  to 
the  prefident;  he  fays,  that  not- 
withllanding  fome  hefitation  of  mo- 
defty,  "  it  was  impoflible  to  refill 
•'  the  defire  of  taking  an  adive 
*'  part  in  a  revolution,  which  will 
"  be  the  moil  memorable  epoch  in 
"  the  hiflory  not  only  of  France, 
"  but  of  the  whole  world ;"  and  iit 
coRclufion  he  aiTures  them,  that 
*'  to  reduce  to  praftice  the  fublime 
"  theory  of  their  laws,  is  the  only 
**  glory  to  which  he  can  pretend, 
*•  and  that  he  will  feek  no  other." 
This  addrefs  was  received  by  the 
affembly  with  appiaufe,  printed  and 


publilhed  ;  and  \  it  was  celebrated 
by  the  democratic  party  as  a  new 
example  of  patriotifm  in  office,  and 
an  excellent  lelTon  for  all  minifters 
prefent  and  to  come. 

But  M.  du  Portail  was,  Ihortly 
after,  out-done  by  a  minifler  of  Hill 
higher  rank.  The  feals,  which  had 
been  furrendered  by  the  Arcbbi- 
fhop  of  Bourdeaux,  were  xj  „  „ , 
given  to  M.  Duport  du 
Tertre,  an  officer  of  the  munici- 
pality of  Paris.  After  writing  to 
the  aiTembly,  he  went  in  perfon  to 
addrefs  his  brethren  at  the  town- 
houfe,  and  refign  his  fcarf,  but  by 
fpecial  favour  he  was  allowed  ftill 
to  retain  it  as  an  honorary  diftinc- 
tion,  and  acquired  the  §  title  of  the 
Plebeian  Mitiijier.  His  afcendency 
foon  prevailed  over  his  colleagues, 
and  the  king  himfelf  fubmitted  to 
it.  The  royal  councils  now  be- 
came what  was  called  conJUtutional, 
The  clerks  in  the  different  public 
departments  were  taught,  under 
penalty  of  immediate  difmiffion,  to 
look  up,  not  to  the  nominal  heads 
of  their  feveral  officers,  but  to  the 
committees  of  the  national  aflem- 
bly,  which,  like  the  committees  of 
the  long  parliament  in  the  time  of 
our  Charles  the  Firft,  exercifed  in 
effeft  the  whole  government  of  the 
country,  except  when  any  ungra- 
cious and  obnoxious  aft  of  power 
was  to  be  dono,  and  that  was  thrown 
wholly  on  the  king  and  his  mini- 
llers. 

In  this  feeble  condition  of  the 


*  In  following  the  fubjefl  of  the  Spani/h  alliance  in  1790  to  a  conclufion,  v/e 
vere  led  to  relate  in  that  place,  thofe  changes  which  were  the  immediate  conle- 
quences  of  the  attack  made  upon  the  naval  miiiifter  M.  Luzerne.  The  refiena- 
tioii  of  M.  Necker,  which  neceffarily  came  after  in  the  order  of  cur  narrative, Vas 
however  prior  in  time. 

-f-  Sec  Journal  des  dtbats  and  desdecrets,  17  Nov.  1790. 

X  Annales  Pauiotiques  &  Litteraiies  de  Fi  rmce  par  Mcrcier  &  Carra. 

\  French  Mercuiy  for  July  yth,  J/jz,  p.  59. 
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iroyal  authority,  the  capital  was  left 
Without  a  tribunal  to  punifli  the 
crime,  whicS  th-;  laws  of  this  coun'k 
try  denominate  high  t'eaion.  This 
jurifdiftion  had  been  declared  to  be 
in  the  Chatelet,  but  it  was  now 
tak'jn  from  that  court,  becaufe  it 
had  dared  to  do  its  duty  with 
too  firm  an  integrity.  The  occa- 
lion  of  abolifhing  that  jurifdiflion, 
^eferves  to  be  related  more  fully 
than  it  yet  has  been  in  our  lan- 
guage ;  becaufe  it  was  profefTedly 
confidered  by  the  ruling  party  in 
the  popular  focieties,  the  munici- 
palities, and  the  nailonal  aflembly, 
as  "  the  trial  of  the  revelutitn  itfelf\ 
and  from  their  conduit  in  that  m- 
flance  poftei  ity  mull  judge,  whether 
all  tke  different  fadions  which  then 
compofed  the  majority  in  thofe 
bodies,  did  not  render  themfelves 
morally  guilty  of  all  the  blood  fo 
profufely  (hed,  before  and  fince,  in 
that  unhappy  country. 

•  Immediately  after  the  horrible 
fcenes  at  Verfailies  on  the  6th  of 
Odtober  1789,  the  commonahy  of 
Paris  fent  M.  Briflbt  at  tlie  head  of 
a  deputation,  to  the  bar  of  the  na- 
tional aflembly,  with  an  addrefs  of 
invitation  to  the  capital,  in  wiiich, 
after  praifing  the  wlfdom  of  the 
aflembly  "  in  calming  the  minds  of 
''  a  deluded  people,"  as  well  as  the 
Armnefs  of  M.  La  Fayette,  and  the 
national  guards  of  Paris,  "  in  fav- 
"  ing  the  viSlims  devoted  to  death, ^^ 
it  was  propofed  "  to  throw  a  veil 
*'  over  thofe  events,  and  the  Jhock- 
*■'  ing  manau'ires  by  nxjhich  they  had 


"  been  prepared.''^  But  bie'cTe  the 
end  of  the  month,  the  fpeculations 
occafioned  by  the  fubmiflion  of  the 
Duke  of  Orleans,  to  what  was  in 
fail  a  banifliment  on  account  of 
thofe  very  evens,  the  new  murder 
of  a  baker,  and  the  alarms  of  a 
general  pillage  and  mafiacre  in 
Paris,  induced  them  to  appoint  a 
committee  of  inquiry,  which  was  to 
fit  at  the  town  houfe,  and  of  which. 
M.  Briflut,  and  his  mofl:  intimate 
friend  Garran  de  Coulon,  were 
members.  Scarcely  liad  they  met, 
when  M.  Mounier's  denunciation 
of  the  atrocities  perpetrated  at  Ver- 
failies was  pwblifhed,  a:id  made  an 
imp-eiTion  that  compelled  them  to 
take  fome  public  llep,av  netenary,in 
their  own  opinion,  "  to  clear  the 
"  honour  of  the  city  from  a  ;lain» 
"  never  otherwife  to  be  effaced.'* 
In  confequince,  the  fyndic  of  Paris 
appearjd  before  the  court  of  the 
chatelet,  and  denounced  "  tl;e  cxe- 
<♦  crable  guilt  which  polluted  the 
«'  palace  of  Verfailies  on  the  n-on- 
"  ing  of  the  6th  of  Oilober,  and 
"  which  (it  was  fi-.id)  had  for  irsiu- 
«  ftrunients  none  but  ruffians  who, 
•'  pujhed  on  by  clandejUne  fnancewvra, 
"  bad  mingled  themtelvcs  with  t'-:e 
"  good  citizens."  The  law-ofH- 
ceis  of  the  crown  immediaiely  took 
up  the  denunciation  in  the  very 
words  in  which  it  had  been  pre- 
fented  by  the  fyndic ;  and  pro- 
c.  eded  upon  it  agaiall  the  unknown 
authors,  abettors,  and  accomplices, 
according  to  the  forms  of  crimi- 
nal jurilprudence  then  recently  de- 


*  The  account  which  follows,  is  formed  on  a  minute  comp'.rifon  of  the  Prcce- 
itire  de  Chatelet,  in  2  vols  8vo. — The  report  of  M.  Lkabrcud  to  the  national 
alTrmbly. — The  printed />rc/^  of  the  in'inoritj,  dated  the  6iii  ct  Odober. — A  very 
accurate,  tletailed,  snd  able  examination  ot  M.  Chabroud's  rei^ort,  under  the 
title  of  "  Les  Forfahs  du  6  OBobrc^"  in  2  vols.  8vp. — M.  Mounier's  "  Afpel  cu 
tribunal  de  V opinion  Puhlique  du  Rr,pjort  de  M.  Chabroud,  &c. — The  protei- 
'verl/al  of  the  national  aflembly,  and  the  Code  National, 
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creed  by  the  national  aflembly :  by 
which,  among  other  regulations  in- 
tended to  be  favourable  to  the  ac- 
cufed,  two  perfons,  under  the  title  of 
*'  Adjundsr  were  to  be  taken  from 
a  liil  made  out  by  the  commons  of 
Paris>  and  affociated  with  the 
judges  in  the  admiflion  of  the 
plaint,  and  the  examination  of  the 
vvitneffes.  Thefe  new  popular  ma- 
giilrates,  who  were  upon  oath,  and 
Wf-re  bound  td  obtain  from  the 
witnefffs,  whatever  explanations 
they  might  think  neceifary  as  well 
in  charge  as  difcharge,  feera  in 
this  cafe  to  have  adled  wi'h  great 
purity,  and  brought  out  fome  very 
material  evidence.  But  it  was 
found,  notwithilanding,  that  fome  of 
the  witnefTes  from  error,  and  iome 
from  a  reluctance  to  difcover  any 
thing  which  they  had  a  fair  pre- 
tersce  to  conceal,  reilri(5V.ed  them- 
fclves  wholly  to  the  events  of  that 
fmgle  day.  Application  therefore 
was  made  to  the  committee,  requeu- 
ing them  to  enlarge  their  denun- 
ciation, fo  as  to  comprehend  other 
fafts  which  were  connecled  with 
thofe  events,  and  which  would 
ihew  the  clanJelline  manoeuvres 
wherein  they  originated.  This, 
however,  the  committee  refufed  to 
do,  as  thinking  that  "  the  fadls 
*'  propofed  to  be  added,  whether 
*'  true  or  falfe,  were  foreign  to  the 
•'  object  of  their  denunciation,  and 
"  that  feveral  of  them  rather  de- 
"  ferved  public  gratitude^  than  a 
**  criminal  profecution." 

It  was  now  plain  that  nothing 
ferious  was  meant  by  the  denuncia- 
tion ;  but  the  court  feeling  itfelf 
bound  to  take  care,  that  juftice 
ihould  not  fail,  continued  to  exa- 
mine witnefles ;  and  as  many  of 
thefe  were  willing  to  fpeak  without 
referve  all  they  knew,  and  all  their 
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means  of  knowledge,  much  evi- 
dence had  been  collefted  before  the 
middle  of  April,  which  threw  great 
light  on  the  various  pradices  em- 
ployed to  debauch  the  minds  of 
the  foldiery  and  the  populace,  to 
excite  their  fury  againll  the  queen 
in  particular,  and  to  teach  them  to 
demand  the  appointment  of  a  coun- 
cil of  regency.  Several  depofi- 
tions  had  even  been  taken,  which 
tended  diredly  to  charge  Mira- 
beau  and  the  duke  of  Orleans. 

No  foorer  was  this  known  (and 
inflamed  as  were  the  paffions  of  all 
parties  it  was  notpoflible  to  keep  it 
fecret)  but  all  the  agitators  of 
Paris,  and  their  inflrumcnts,  were 
bufy  in  founding  an  alarm.  They 
cried  out,  that  to  let  in  evidence  to 
this  extent  was  to  criminate  ali 
Paris,  and  to  profecute  the  revolu- 
tion itfelf.  The  accafed  fate  to 
try  their  judges,  and  readily  con- 
victed them  of  partiality  and 
injuftice ;  libels,  votes,  and  refolu- 
tions,  appeared  againll  the  magi- 
ftrates  of  the  Chatelct ;  and  the 
committee  of  enquiry  came  for- 
ward with  hand -bills  and  placards, 
to  defeat  ihe  effei^ts  of  their  own 
denunciation  :  "  to  remain  filent 
"■  now  (they  laid)  would  be  to  ap- 
"  Dear  defirous  of  profecuting 
"  thofe  'vjho  had  taken  part  in  the 
"  mr>(i  important  events  of  the  re-uo- 
"  lutiofi :  they  meant  to  confine 
*'  their  denunciation  fmgly  to  the 
"  fadls,  of  the  violent  and  fuddea 
"  irruption  into  the  royal  apart- 
**  ments  at  fix  in  the  morning,  and 
**  the  confequent  maflacre  of  fome 
"  of  the  king's  life-guards  :  all 
"  enquiry  into  any  other  than  thofe 
*<  facts,  they  declared  to  be  foreign 
"  to  their  intentions."  The  meet- 
ings of  feveral  diltrifts  in  Paris 
went  further,  and  aftually  fent  de- 
5  putatioj>s 
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putations  to  accufe  the  judges  of 
ihe  Chatelet,  at  the  bar  of  the  na- 
tional afi'emhly ;  and  denounce  this 
new  plot,  as  it  was  rcprefeated  to 
be,  of  the  ariftocracy. 

Undeterred  by  this  clamour,  the 
judges  fteadily  purfued  their  courfe, 
but  thought  it  prudent  to  fortify 
themfelves,  as  far  as  they  could, 
with  the  authority  of  the  national 
ajTiimbiy.  It  appeared  in  fome  of 
the  depofitions,  that  the  committee 
of  inquiry  appointed  by  the  af- 
fembly,  had  been  employed  on  this 
very  fubjeft,  in  conjundlion  with 
the  committee  of  inquiry  at  the 
town-houfe.  The  court,  therefore, 
fen:  fome  of  its  members  with  an 
addrefs,  informing  the  afTembly, 
that  it  was  proceeding  only  on  the 
denunciation  made  by  the  commons 
of  Paris,  and  requefting,  that  fuch 
documents  might  be  furnifhed  as 
were  in  the  polfeffion  of  the  afiem- 
bly.  This  prayer  was  granted,  and, 
in  confequence,  it  came  out  from 
the  minutes  of  the  committee  of 
the  national  affembly,  as  well  as 
from  the  *  depofitions  of  fome  of 
its  former  members,  that  declara- 
tions in  writing,  relative  both  to 
the  5  th  and  6th  of  Oftober,  had 
been  taken  by  the  committee  of 
Paris,  and  that,  according  to  their 
cwn  avowal  in  conferences  with 
the  other  committee,  "  they  had 
*'  obtained  complete  proofof  aplot 
♦'  againfl  the  life  of  the  queen;" 
that  they  had  in  their  pofieflion  fome 
traces  which  would  ihew  the  con- 
nexion of  the  duke  01  Orleans  with 
the  infurreftions  of  that  period  ;  and 
that  a  packet  of  intercepted  letters 
from  him  was  flill  unopened.  Up- 
on this  the  law-officers  of  the  crown 
applied  at  the  town-Louie,  for  the 


papers  in  pofTeffion  of  the  com- 
mi'.tee  there,  but  they  were  an- 
fwercd,  that  the  committee  had 
none  applicable  to  the  crimes  de- 
nounced. 

In  this  fitualion  of  things,  on  the 
26th  of  June  the  leaders  of  the  na- 
tional afTembly  took  occafion,  from 
a  frivolous  and  vexatious  proceed- 
ing againfl  M.  Touloufe  -  Lau- 
trec,  to  p.ifs  a  decree,  that  before 
any  member  could  be  put  on  his 
trial,  the  aflcmbly  itfelf  "  fhould 
"  fee  the  informations,  and  decide 
*■'  whether  there  was  room  for  ac- 
"  cufation."  The  confequence 
was,  that  when,  on  the  4th  of  Au- 
guft,  the  king's  law-officers  moved 
the  court  to  decree  the  arrefl:  of  fe- 
venteen  or  eighteen  perfons  who  ap- 
peared to  have  been  moll  guilty, 
the  judges  could  only  fubmit  to  the 
afTembly  the  evidence  againfl  Mira- 
beau  and  the  duke  of  Orleans.  In 
difcharging  this  duty,  they  added  a 
very  temperate  complaint  againfl  the 
com.mittee  of  inquiry  at  the  town- 
houfe,  for  not  having  communi- 
cated what  documents  they  had, 
as  had  been  done  by  the  committee 
of  the  national  afiembly,  A  de- 
cree was  accordingly  pafied,  di- 
redling  the  committee  of  the  to'vn- 
houfe,  to  furnifh  the  king's  law- 
ofHcers  with  all  the  evidence  ia 
their  hands.  But  inftead  of  obey- 
ing this  order,  they  came  th-ee 
days  after  to  the  bar,  and  juilifjtd 
their  conduct  on  the  grounds  re- 
lated above;  they  reminded  th.e 
aiTembly  of  the  public  cry,  thf.t  tiie 
Chatelet  was  profecuting  the  re- 
volution, and  of  the  addrefies  from 
the  diflrifts ;  and  declared,  thac 
they  fhould  have  thought  them- 
felves highly  criminal,  if  they  hai 


*  Pepofitions  of  M.  de  LongueVe,  N"  155,  and  of  M.  Turpin,  No  162. 
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denounced  the  day  of  the  5th  of  Oc- 

t.  ber ;  that  th^-y  h  id  denounced  on- 
ly the  mori.int^  of  the  6th,  and  had 
ro  papers  r  lative  to  the  crimes 
of  that  period.  Abbe  Maury  af- 
cendcd  the  tiibune,  to  enforce  the 
<3ecree  fo  lately  pafTed  by  ihs  af 
fen:b!y,  but  before  he  had  iinlflied 
lOne  fentcnce,  he  was  driven  thence 
with  laughter,  hilles,  and  uproar; 
the  d'-puties  were  difm-ffed  ;  the 
late  decree  was  n-ith^r  r -pealed  r.or 
executed;  and  the  maglftr  tcs  of 
the  Chatelet  could  rot  venture,  on 
the  authoiity  of  the  kirg,  to  punifh 
this  contempt  of  the  court.  The 
committee  of  the  town-houfe  af- 
terwards fent  to  the  comriitee,  ap- 
pointed by  the  sff^rrhly  to  report 
on  the  comiTiUnication  fiom  the 
CI\atcIet,  all  the  papers  which  were 
favourable  to  trie  two  members, 
from  the  iirft  of  0(Sot)er  down  to 
the  very  moment  of  the  king's  de- 
parture for  Paris, 

The  depofitions  of  no  lefs  than 
three  hundred  and  ninety-three  wit- 
nefies  had  been  taken  by  the  Cha- 
telet. From  this  mafs  of  evidence 
It  rtfulted  beyond  a  doubr,  that  the 
Ihockipg  fcenes  of  iJic  S'h  of  Octo- 
ber aioie  *  from  a  premtditated 
corfpiracy,  and  not  fr^m  a  popular 


commotion.  There  were  feveral  con* 

curring  witnefies,  who  fwore  to  the 
diflribution  of  money  juft  before  at 
the  Palais  Royal,  and  to  the  cor- 
rupting of  the  foldiers  by  all  pof- 
fible  means  of  feduflion ;  a  faft 
evinced  in  the  moll  ftriking  manner 
by  the  remorfe  of  a  chafTeur,  who, 
in  broken  fei^tences,  accufing  himfclf ' 
as  worthy  of  death  for  his  villain- 
ous defigns  againft  the  Royal  Fa- 
mily, ard  naming  "  Orleans  "  as  the 
iniligator,  aftually  wounded,  and 
was  with  diiliculty  prevented  from 
killing  himfelf.  Not  only  inflam- 
matory fpeeches  of  the  duke's  do- 
meftics  to  the  populace  were  atteft^ 
ed,  but  various  converfations  of  his 
confidant  Mirabeau,  direftly  mani- 
fefling  a  purpofe  of  raifing  him  to 
the  fupreme  power,  as  regent  or 
lieutenant-general  of  the  realm,  if 
not  of  placing  him  on  the  throne 
itfelf,  and  declaring  the  duke's  pri- 
vity and  approbation  of  thefe  pror 
jffts.  Other  witnefies  related  vari- 
ous fufpicious  circumllancos  of  his 
perfonal  condud  on  the  5th.  Meat, 
fruit,  and  wine  f  were  given  to  the 
populace  on  the  evening  of  the  5th 
in  his  name,  and  in  his  name  money 
X  was  offered  tp  bribe  men  to  the 
attack  of  the  palace  ^he  next  morn- 


•  Not  tp  mention  the  evklence  refpe(5ling  tl-.e  inflainmatory  fpeeches  of  Camiile 
Pelmeiilins  at  the  PrJais  Rdvc;!,  znd  ihe  attempt  cf  M.  St.  Huruge  to  lead  the 
populace  to  VerfqiHts  in  Septen-ber,  tl.e  repeateti  intell  gence  oi  the  minillers,  and 
even  ot  the  naiK.n.I  guards  of  Vcriaillt-P,  which  occ:  fioned  the  lending  lor  the 
regiu^ent  cf  Flarc.'eis,  as  wtil  us  t'le  gcnerni  coiriiption  of  the  foldiery,  there  are 
/le-ven  witnefTes  (N"*  40,  4.8,  89,  loi,  129,  aot,  2ji,  125,  311,  355,  376.)  who 
prove  ilic:  public  aec'.aration  of  an  ir.tenicn  to  cxteiminatc  the  iife-gxiards  on  the 
5th  of  Oflober,  before  the  niaichcf  the  women  began:  there  are  no  lefs  than 
fe'vejiteen  (N°^  34,  4?,  61,  82,  115,  177,  183,  199,  214,  225,  253,  268,  1-^2, 
480,  316,  350,  ^70.)  who  htart',  hefoit  and  duiing  the  ni.irfh,  the  mod  hoirible 
Tr.enacts  ?£.  inn  tht  life  of  the  quern,  many  cf  them  too  dilguilinglv  favage  to  be 
here  rfpe'ted  ;  and  fiom  fxty  o  Jei  enty  dtpol'e  to  different  iafis,  deinonftrating 
the  per'Ci'fihle  be^av'cur  'f  the  li  e-s  iiards,  ami  the  repeated  provocations,  infuUs. 
and  ?fcf  itfli  n?  ot  t^e  pr,  itlace,  on  uieir  maich  to  and  ajrival  at  VerfailUs. 

f  Dei    fiti.  n  cf  M.  Vicoirte  I'e  Mirabeau,  N"  14.6, 

J  Pepoliii^n  ot  M.  Diot,  JS»  j  10, 


in 
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ing.  As  to  the  very  point  of  the  de- 
nunciation, moft  narrowly  conftrued, 
no  lefs  than  *  thirteen  witnefles,  who 
all  knew  him,  depofed  to  having  feen 
him  at  different  times,  and  in ,  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  palace,  early  on 
the  morning  of  the  6th,  generally 
at  the  licad  of  the  populace,  with 
an  air  of  gaiety  and  fatisfadlion, 
talking  and  laughing  with  them, 
leading  the  way,  or  receiving  their 
applaufes  and  ihouts  of  "  long  live 
"  the  duke  of  Orleans,  long  live 
"  the  good  duke  of  Orleans  ;"  and 
as  three  of  the  deponents  fay,  "  long 
"  live  king  Orleans."  Some  who 
did  not  fee  him,  heard  the  fhouts, 
or  confirmed  thofe  who  did  fee  him 
by  hearfay  tellimony  from  perfons 
who  were  mentioned,  and  might 
probably  have  been  produced  on 
an  aflual  trial. 

This  was  particularly  the  cafe 
with  regard  to  the  moll  important 
faft  fvvorn  by  the  chevalier  la 
Serre,  a  refpeflable  old  officer,  who 
had  attained  to  the  rank  of  briga- 
dier, and  the  crofs  of  St.  Louis.  He 
had  been  led  by  curiofity  to  join 
the  crowd,  which  at  fix  in  the  morn- 
ing he  faw  rufhing  into  the  palace. 
As  they  were  going  up  the  great 
ftair-cafe,  his  attention  was  excited 
by  a  cry  of  thofe  around  him,  which 
having  been  explained  to  relate  to 
the  duke  of  Orleans,  and  the  fitu- 
ation  of  that  prince  having  been 
pointed  out  to  him  by  his  next 
neighbour,  he  raifed  himfelf  on  his 
toes,  fo  as  dillindly  to  perceive  the 
duke  at  the  top  of  the  ftair-cafe. 


diredling  the  aflaiTins  by  a  motion 
of  his   hand  towards   the   queen's 
chamber.     Now  one  df  the  other 
witneffes,  named  a  perfon  who  hnd 
related  to  him  the  fame  faft  from 
his  own  knowledge,  agreeing  per- 
fedtly   in  time   and   circumllances 
with  the  pofitive  tcftimony  of  the 
chevalier  la  Serre  ;  and,  on  iimilar 
authority,   another    faid,   that   the 
duke  had  been  feen  to  enter  the  pa- 
lace among  the  crowd.     Indeed  the 
account   given    by    the   chevalier, 
feemed  to  be  fufficiently  corrobo- 
rated by  two  fafts  attefted  by  two 
different  witnefles  from  their  own 
knowledge.    The  duke  of  Orleans, 
according  to  M.  la  Serre,  after  he 
had  pointed  out  the  queen's  cham- 
ber on  the  left,  turned  himfelf  to 
the  right,  as  if  going  to  the  king's 
apartment ;  but  the  witnefs  going 
thither  as   foon   as   he   could   dif- 
engage  himfelf   from    the   crowd, 
learnt  to  his  furprize  that  the  duke 
had  not  been  there.     It  was  indif- 
putable,  from  the  plan  of  the  build- 
ing, th1it  the  duke,  turning  as  he 
was  defcribed  to  have  done,  might 
afterwards  have  pafl'ed  down  ano- 
ther way  by  what  was  called  the 
Prince's  ftair-cafe ;  and  at  the  foot 
of  that  ftair-cafe  was  he  aftualiy 
found  foon  after,  by  the  marquis  de 
Digoine,  who  marks  the  time  very 
fatisfaftorily    by  various    circum- 
ftances.     When  feen  by  this  wit- 
nefs he  was  alone,  ftanding  in  the 
pafTage  between  the  bottom  of  the 
llair-cafe  and  a  gate  leading  into 
an  adjoining  court.    M.  de  Digoine 


*  Vicomte  de  la  Chatre,  Depofitlon  127*  Le  Sieur  Mericourt,  N°  132.  La 
Sieiir  Guinefley,  N°  133.  Le  Sfciir  Eudeline,  N°  136.  Marquis  de  Digoine,  N<* 
168.  M.  cte  Frondeville,  Prefident  a  morticr  au  Parlement  de Noimandie,  N»?.  177. 
Lt  Sieur  de  la  Borde,  N-' 195.  Chevalier  de  la  Serre,  N°2i6.  Le  Sieur  QiTcnce, 
N°  254.  Le  Sieur  Jobert,  N°  256.  La  Veuve  Tillet,  N*  365.  M.  Mioniandre  de 
Chate-uineuf,  ancien  otKcier  au  regiment  du  Marechal  <te  Turenne,  N"38.i.L? 
fiieur  Mortclj  Iculpteur  ct  Ibldat  dc  la  garde-nationale,  N°  jgj. 
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could  not  be  miftaken.     Himfelf  a 
member  of  the  national  aiTembly, 
he  mufl  have  well  known  the  perfon 
of  that  prince,  iie  muft  hsve  pafTed 
nea-  him,  and  there  was  no  oou'd 
to  diftradl  his  attention.     Shortly- 
after   this    the   nntiopal    guards    of 
Paris  arri.ed,  and  dfiving  cue  che 
populace,  mounted  guarrl  zbout  the 
roya'i  apartmf^nts.     A  n>an  of  the 
name  of  Mo/Iet,  was  placed  fenrinel 
at  the    door  of  the  king's  guard- 
room f-.-me  tmie,  from  half  after  ax 
to  feven.     He  was  ordered  to  allow 
rone  to  yih  but  olficers, grenadiers, 
aod  the   king's   life-guards.     This 
mm  fwor'^j  tiiat  kvhile  he  was  there 
on  dury,  -.he  duke  of  Orleans  came 
to  him,  and  demanded  admittance  to 
th:  king;  aod,  upon  being  refufed, 
afked  him  if  he  did  not  k.-.ow  him. 
Thp  witnefs  acknowlc'lged  that  he 
did,  but  alledged  the  particular  na- 
ture of  his  orders,  and  the  duke  re- 
tired into  another  room.     He  was 
r.ot  long  afcer  ieen  by  M.  Mioman- 
dre,  at  tl.e  bottom  of  the  great  llair- 
cafe,  in  company  vvith  tivo  men  dif- 
gu!fed  as  women,  and  was  faluted  by 
one  of  the  ce,tt-JuiJJh  ported  there. 
"■■  Againit  ^ijraheau  the   evidence 
was    not   fo   ftrong   as  to   pofitive 
fa^ts,  though  ilronger  in    declara- 
tions from  his  own  mouth.     In  ad- 
dition to  the  converfations  already 
menti  ned,   there  was  one  proved, 
which  applied  very  clofelv  to  the 
trardaclions  of  the   qth  and  6:h   of 
October.      His    bockfeller  ,  having 
carried  ,fome   books    to  his^  hot'.fe, 
about  ter  or  twelve  days  before  that 
peii'-^d,  w-is  told  by  him,  f^a:  there 
wouM  be  fom  ;   unhappy  events'  at 
Verfailks  ;  "  but  you,"'  ."ddcd  iVli- 
rabeau,  "  and  honeft  men  like  you, 
"  have    nothing    to   tear."      iiii 


whole  behaviour  to©  ia  the  national 
all'embiy  on  thoie  days  was  certainly 
very  luTpicious;  but  of  that  a  court 
of  juftice  perhaps  couid  not  regular- 
ly take  cognizance.  There  were 
alfo  fume  overt-acts  proved  by  dif- 
ferent witnefils,  efpecially  by  three, 
perie<5liy  acquainted  with  his  per- 
fon. M.  Boutjiillier,  a  member  of 
the  national  afl'embly,  few  him  oa 
t'  e  evening  of  the  5th  talking  fa- 
miliarly with  the  ibldiers  of  the  re- 
giment of  Flanders,  which  had  been 
corrupted.  The  lieutenrnt-colonel 
of  that  regiment,  M.  Valfond,  not 
only  faw  him  there  about  the  fame 
time,  with  a  naked  fabre  under  his 
arm,  but  even  rallied  him  on  his 
militiry  air;  and  on  the  morning 
of  the  6th,  immediately  after  the 
attack  on  the  queen,  he  was  dif- 
tiiidtly  perceived  among  the  foldiers 
©f  the  fame  regiment,  who,  at  the 
approach  of  tne  witnefs  (a  com- 
mittee clerk  of  the  national  affem- 
bly)  were  endeavouring  to  conceal 
him  behind  their  ranks. 

Surely,  to  fay  no  more,  thefe  fafts 
folemnly  atteiled,  required  to  be  en- 
countered bv  both  the  parties  con- 
cerned., with  judicial  proof,  in  con- 
tradiftion  to  them  ;  and  if  there 
exiiled  any  ambiguities,  deficien- 
cies, or  feeming  contradictions  in 
the  teilimory  of  the  witnefles  for 
the  profecution,  they  v/ere  ftill  in 
time,  according  to  the  old  pr:i<Stice, 
and  *  to  the  reformed  code  of  the 
aflembly  itfeif,  to  fupply,  vary,  or 
retraft  as  they  pleafed,  without  be- 
ii>g  difcredited  ;  as  the  court  might 
likewife  continue,  and  was  actually 
continuing  to  examine  new  witnef- 
fes.  Mirabeau  himfelf  had  de- 
nounced M.  St.  Prieft,  for  fome 
words  falfely  reported  to  have  been 


*  Procedure  crim'ne'Ie  refonnce:  decret  rendu  S  &  9  Oclubret     Art.  16. 
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rpoken  by  him  to  the  populace  on 
the  5th  of  Odobcr;  and  on  that 
occalion  he  maiiuaired  in  a  letter, 
to  the  committee  of  inquiry,  that  it 
was  a  facred  duty  to  accufe  ••♦  on 
**  merejitfpicions  ayid  hear/ay?^ 

The  committee  fpent  nearly  two 
months  in  pieparirg  their  report, 
which  v/as  at  length  made  by  M. 
Chabroud  on  the  30th  of  Septem- 
ber.   He  laboured  to  Ihew  by  argu- 
ment, ridicule,  fuppreffionijand  mif- 
reprefentaticns,  fuch  as  a  bold  and 
dexterous  advocate  would  employ, 
that  there  was  no  immediate  plot 
which  led  to  the  horrible  day  of  the 
6th  of  Oftober  ;  and  that  there  was 
ro  ground    for  accufing   the   two 
members  for  their  particular  con- 
dudl  on  that  day.     He  aflerted,  in 
conclufion,  that  there  was  one  plot 
indeed,  which  had  been  carried  on 
from  the  firil  againft  the  revolution; 
which  had  "  engendered  and  fof- 
"  tered  thefe  monltrous  proceedings 
"  of  the  Chatek't ;  of  which  (if  he 
"  did  not  deceive  himfelf)  he  every 
*'  where  faw  the   influence;"    and 
which  he  fpecirtcally  charged  as  the 
caufe  of  the  inditrerence  and  I'ecu- 
rity  wherein  he  thought  all  patriot- 
ifm  fwallowod  up.  of  the  want  cf 
difcipline  in  the  national  guards  of 
Paris,  of  the  general  want  of  confi- 
dence in  the  true  fervants  of  their 
country,    and    the    cruel  divilions 
among  the  leaders  of  theafiemhly  it- 
felf;  but  that  in  the  eventsof  that  fa- 
tal day,  the  6th  of  October,  he  could 
difcover  nothing  but  "miifortunes;" 
and  thefe,  in  the  falfe  tone  of  im- 
partial morality,  too  much  uied  *^o 
palliate  the  crimes  of  the  French 
revolution,  "  he  left  to  enlightened 
"  hillory  for  the  inllruilion  of  pofte- 
'<  rity,  as  furnilhing  ufeful  leilons  to 


"  kings,  courtiers,  and  people." 
To  fupport  thefe  conclufions,  he  did 
not  conhne  himfelf  to  the  regular 
evidence  before  the  afiembly,  but 
ufcd  fometimes  extrajudicial  docu-- 
ments,  and  fometimes  naked  alTer- 
tion. 

The  proceedings  of  the  Chatelet, 
which  altogether  filled  five  hundred 
aad  feventy  pages   in  a  very  clofe 
and  fmall  type,  without  any  index, 
table  of  contents,  or  other  means  of 
reference,    had    then  been   printed 
and  diftributed  but  very  few  days, 
and  the  reading  of  them  to  the  af- 
fembly  took  up  two  days,  fo  that 
one  perfon  only,  M.  Bonney,  made 
a  very  fhort  fpeech   in  defence  of 
the  king's  life-guards  on  the  lil  of 
Oiflober.    The  next  day,  the  mino- 
rity reprefented  the    necelGty  of  a 
little  time  to  compare  evidence  of 
fuch  a  bulk,  with  the  long  report 
which  had  taken  two  months  to  ar- 
range.    But  all  delay  was  refufed, 
nor  were  more  than  two  or  three 
members     on    that    fide    permitted 
to  fpesk,  and   that  only  to  gene- 
ral   points.     The  majority,  indeed, 
had  contrived,  by  a  previous  vote, 
to  reduce  their  numbers  confider- 
ably.    It  had  been  rel'olved,  that  all 
who    had    appeared    as     witnefies, 
though  their  depofitions  in  no  way 
affefted  the  two  members  in  quel- 
tion,  {hould  be  precluded  from  tak- 
ing any    part  in  this  debate  ;  and 
thus  forty-two  perfons  were  fhut  out 
from  the  difcuffioT,  among   whom 
were  M.  La  Favetce,  M.  Clermont 
de  Tonnerre,  and  leveral  fpeakers 
of  ability,  more  direcitly  connefted 
wnii  the  party  ot  tne  minority  fide. 
To  intimidat"  the  rell  *,  the  galle- 
ries were  filled  wit.i  a  'iotous  multi- 
tude, that  reviled  and  menaced  fuch 


*  Compte  rendu  par  unc  partie  de  rAflemble  Nationale,  &Ct  0£l.  6,  1790. 
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of  them  as  were  permitted  to  deliver 
their  fentiments  at  all;  in  confe- 
quence  6f  which  fome  members,  un- 
willing to  participate,  even  by  their 
prefence,  in  the  difgrace  of  fach  a 
fcene,  left  the  affembly.  They  who 
remained,  when  they  found  that  all 
direft  refiilance  was  ineftedual, 
moved,  by  way  of  amendment,  to 
have  the  queflion  divided,  as  con- 
ceiving the  weight  of  evidence  to 
be  very  different  in  regard  to  the 
twa  members.  It  leaned  fo  heavy, 
they  faid,  againft  the  duke  of  Or- 
leans in  particular,  that  notJiing  but 
a  public  trial  could  relieve  him  from 
the  load  of  grave  fufpicion  under 
which  he  lay.  But  this  propofition 
alfo  was  negatived. 

The  duke  of  Orleans  was  himfelf 
filent,  but  the  dake  of  Biron,  in  his 
name,  promifeda  future  explanation 
which  fliould  be  fatisfadory.  Jn 
the  mean  time  the  defence,  which 
he  had  printed  and  circulated,  had 
been  introduced  by  M.  Chabroud, 
and  confifted  in  aflerting,  that  he 
had  flayed  in  his  own  houfe  at  Paris 
on  fome  private  bufmefs,  the  whole 
day  of  the  5  th,  and  till  eight  o'clock 
en  the  morning  of  the  6th  ;  and  M. 
Mirabeau's  defence  was  of  the  fame 
kind,  that  he  was  looking  over 
fome  maps  at  home  the  whole  afcsr- 
noon  of  the  5th,  when  he  was  fwovn 
to  have  been  feen  among  the  regi- 
ment of  Flanders.  Befides  Mira- 
beau,  the  fpeaker  who  moil;  figna- 
Jized  Jiimfelf  in  favour  of  the  tvvo. 
members,  was  Roberl'pierre.  A  rea- 
dy majority,  pranouncing  in  reality 
between  their  own  caufe  and  that  of 
their  adverfaries,  concurred  in  the 
xefolution  which  had  been  moved 
hy  the  reporter,declaring, that  there 
^■as  BO  ground  of  accufation  againll 


the  two  members,  but  leaving  all 
the  other  perfons  accufed  to  be  pro- 
fecuted  according  to  law. 

Such  a  decifion  was  not  likely  ta 
meet  acquiefcence  from  the  mino- 
rity, confcious  as  they  feemed  to  be 
af  the  goodnefs  of  their  caufe.  They 
publifhed  therefore  a  *  fort  of  pro- 
tell,  wherein  they  gave  an  account 
of  their  conduft  to  their  conftituents, 
the  nation,  and  the  world.     It  re- 
cited fuccinftly,  and  with  fidelity, 
the  feveral  criminal  adls  in  proof; 
it  recapitulated  in  the  fame  juilftyle, 
the  circumftances  which  indicated 
the  aftual  exillence  of  a  treafonabie 
confpiracy,    and    among   which    a 
marked  llrefs  was  laid  on  the  telli- 
mony  borne  by  M.  La  Fayette  to 
the  bad  difpofition  of  the  national 
guards;  and  it  explained  the  feve- 
ral grounds   of  oppofition    to   the 
vote,   as   well   as   the   unjultihable 
means  ufed  to  iniluence  the  deter- 
mination.    Other  publications  fol- 
lowed, apparently  from  prcfeffional 
men,    powerfully    and    fuccefTively 
attacking  the  report  of  M.  Cha- 
broud in  all  i:s  parts.     At  the  fame 
time  the  court  of  the  Chatelet  was 
proceeding  againll  the  inferior  ac-^ 
complices  in  the  alledged  confpi- 
racy ;    "  Nicholas    with    the    long 
«  beard,"  fmce  better  known,  frem 
his  atchievements  of  that  day,  by 
the  name  of  "  jourdan  the  headf- 
"  man  ;"    a  woman  of  much  fub- 
fequent   celebrity   in  blood,  whofe 
real   or  fictitious   name  was  The- 
roigne  de  Mericourt ;    four  others 
named  in  the  evidence ;  and  four- 
teen or  fifteen  more,  whofe  perfons 
w?re  accurately  defcribed,  though 
tbeii  names  were  not  known.  Their 
convidlion  would  have  been  the  con- 
denmation  of  the  afiembly.     Tlie 


Dated  tk?  6th  of  ^f;ober. 
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nal.  Arrefts  were  multiplied,  the 
prifons  crowded,  and  the  innocent 
languiihed  in  a  tedious  confinement, 
without  the  profpeft  of  a  releafe, 
while  the  guilty  hoped  impunity 
from  the  delay  of  punifhment.  Ac 
length  thofe  evils  To  forced  them- 
felves  on  the  notice  of  M.  Bailly, 
the  mayor,  that  he  came  to  -r^ 
tiie  bar  of  the  aiTembly,  at  „  ,  ' 
the  head  of  a  deputation 
from  the  municipality,  and  obferv- 
ing  that  it  was  the  province  of  him- 
felf  and  his  colleagues  to  execute,  not 
to  make  the  law,  requelted  a  code  for 
the  regulation  of  the  police,  and  a 
court  of  juflice  for  the  delivery  of 
the  eaols  in  the  metropolis. 

The  whole  police  of  Paris  relied 
in  efte>fl  on  the  national  guards,  and 
they,  as  we  have  feen,  were  by  no 
means  found.  Their  commander  in 
chief,  M.  La  Fayette,  maintained  a 
perfevTt  good  underflanding  with  the 
mayor,  but  his  influence  was  under- 
mined in  various  quarters.  He  had 
little  perfonal  weight  at  any  time  in 
the  national  ailembly,  and  he  had 
ceafed  to  cultivate  the  Jacobins. 
M.  Dumourier,  who  was  then  in  his 
confidence,  tells  us  f ,  that  it  was 
from  no  diflike  of  that  fociety,  but 
from  his  equal  hatred  of  Mirabeau 
and  the  Lameths,  between  whofc 
rival  factions  then  lay  the  llruggle 
for  fuperiority  in  that  dub,  as  well 
as  in  the  national  aflembly.  The 
emiffaries  too  of  the  duke  of  Or- 
leans were  numerous  among  tne  Ja- 
cobins, and  they  were  the  deter- 
mined enemies  pf  La  Fayette.  They 
wereaftive  againft  him  every  where, 
as  were  indeed  all  the  turbulentand 
feditiou5,  wnom  he  endeavoured 
though  feebly,  to  keep  in  clieck. 


leaders  of  the  ruling  party  faw  their 
danger,  and  were  refolved  to  pulh 
their  vidory  to  fecurity.  Accord- 
ingiy,  by  a  dee^'ce  of  Odtober 
the  25th,  originally  fuggellcd  by 
Roberfpierre,  they  deprived  the 
court  of  all  jurifdiftion  over  treai 
fonable  offences,  and  thus  put  an 
end  to  a  judicial  enquiry,  which 
^loiie  could  have  vindicated  the  ho- 
nour of  the  nation.  Huw  different 
was  the  principle  of  this  amnerty, 
from  the  generous  ob  iv;on  of  the 
queen,  who,  when  Ihe  wjs  afkt-d  if 
flie  would  give  evidence  on  this 
profecution,  immediately  anfwered, 
•'  *  I  fa^v  all,  heard  all,  and  liave 
*'  forgotten  all  !" 

By  thefe  acis  the  afliembly  took 
upon  itfe  f  a  full  lliare  in  the  infamy 
and  criminality  of  all  the  enormiiies 
to  which  they  had  granted  impu- 
nity ;  and  .ave  authority  to  that 
moft  pernicious  fentiment  uitimated 
by  ti.e  reporter,  Chabroud,  that 
*'  the  return  of  li''>eriy  famflifies  all 
^'  efforts  made  in  her  favour." 
Thus  it  furniihed  a  pretext  and  in- 
citement to  future  crimes,  and  af- 
forded a  fruitful  prece  eut  for  in- 
deamities  to  a  long  fuccelfion  of 
murders,  which,  committed  by  the 
fame  or  fimiiar  rdTafiirs.  have  left 
an  indelible  (lain  of  b'ood  on  the 
ar.na)s  of  France,  beyond  the  exam- 
ple of  the  moll  barbarous  times. 

Nor  was  this  the  0!ily  miiciuef. 
Til?  confequences  were  immediately 
and  univerfally  felt  at  Paris  in  the 
whole  adminiitration  of  criminal 
jullice.  The  authority  of  the  Cha- 
telet  had  received  a  mortal  blow. 
That  court  was  in  effed  aboliih  d, 
and  it  was  not  a  fealbn  for  the  capi- 
tal to  be  without  a  criminal   tribu- 


•  See  Mifs  Williams's  Letters,  Vol.  I,  p.  86. 
•j-  Vie  de  Dumouriez,  1.  III.  cap.  4. 
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Many  of  this  defcription,  perfons  of 
the  iowefl  clafs,  without  any  fixed 
habitation,  had  got  admiffion  into 
the  ranks  of  that  force,  which  ought, 
from  its  defcription,  to  have  con- 
iilled  of  the  citizens  of  Paris ;  and 
upon  theie  every  art  of  fedudion 
was  employed  *  by  M.  Santerre,  an 
opulent  brewer,  then  colonel  of  a 
battalion  belonging  to  the  Faux- 
bourg  St.  Antoine,  and  afterwards 
the  fucceffor  of  La  Fayette. 

The  ftate  of  the  police  in  Paris, 
and  the  little  dependence  to  be 
placed  on  the  national  guards,  ap- 
peared from  an  event  which  hap- 
pened on  the  14th  of  November. 
M.  Charles  Lameth  having  been 
flightly  wounded  the  day  before  in 
a  duel  with  the  Duke  dc  Caftries, 
the  inftruments  of  popular  commo- 
tion, difappointed  of  wreaking  their 
fury  on  the  perfon  of  the  Duke  in  his 
way  to  the  aflembly  (for  hearing  of 
their  intention  he  had  withdrawn 
himfelffrom  their  fearch)  refolved 
to  defrroy  his  father's  houfe,  where 
he  had  refided ;  and  before  they 
marchedi  ftuck  up  bills  '••  prohibi:- 
"  ing  the  national  guards  from  af- 
*'  fording  protcdlion  to  any  but  true 
*'  patriots."  Nor  did  any  detach- 
ment of  the  guards  arrive  to  inter- 
rupt the  work,  though  the  debates 
in  the  Jacobin  club,  and  the  motior.s 
made  at  the  Palais  Royal  the  even- 
ing before,  had  given  a  notice  of 
more  than  twelve  hours.  Every 
thing  was  plundered  or  demolifned, 
till  the  rioters  were  flopped  at  t!ie 
apartment  of  old  Marechal  de  Caf- 
tries,  by  the  gallantry  of  a  fingle 
foldier,  who  had  ferved  under  him. 

Preffed  by  thefe  difficulties,  M. 


La  Fayette,  as  early  as  the  ir.cnth 
of  June,  had  employed  his  thoughts, 
and  confulted  his  military  friends. 
on  a  plan  for  the  better  regulation 
of  the  national  guards  tliroughout 
France  ;  and  now,  on  the  fame  day, 
and  probably  in  concert  with  M. 
Eailly,  he  appeared,  attended  by 
his  deputation  too,  at  the  bar  of  the 
affem.bly,  to  reprefent  the  necefiicy 
of  fome  new  law  for  the  organiza^ 
tion  of  this  armed  force.  Both  de- 
putations were  favourably  received, 
committees  were  employed  on  the 
fubjeft,  thus  pointed  out  to  the  legi- 
flature  as  urgent  and  indifpenfable, 
and  mcafures  taken,  fuch  as  feem.ed 
beil  to  the  wifdom  of  the  affembly. 
A  new  uniform-button  was  given 
to  the  national  guards  by  a  decree 
of  the  5th  of  December,  it  was  al- 
tered bv  a  decree  of  the  23d,  and 
again,  by  a  decree  of  the  15  th  of 
January,  the  alteration  was  poll- 
poned  till  the  14th  of  July  1792. 
This  was  all  that  was  immediately 
done  towards  organizing  tiiem;  but 
a  national  gendarmerie,  between 
feven  and  eight  thoufand  Arong, 
was  formed  for  the  purpofes  of  po- 
lice out  of  the  old  Marechaufiee, 
and  other  bodies  of  troops  belongs 
ing  to  various  great  officers  of  the 
crov.n,  or  to  the  princes  of  the 
blood,  all  of  which  were  now  fup- 
prefTed. 

The  clubs,  in  which  refided  the 
ruling  power  of  the  whole  revolu- 
tion, began  in  the  latter  part  of  this 
year  to  leparate  into  factions  inter- 
nally, and  new  fucieties  were  form- 
ed. The  Jacobins  had  already  dif- 
gu'.^ed  the  great  body  of  thofe  who, 
trom  ambiuon,  vanity,  or  the  delu- 


*  Some  particulars  of  Santerre's  condii^l  in  that  refpeft,  in  the  year  1790,  are 
ftated  in  a  declaration  o'  M.  Lareynio,  annexed  to  the  king's  proclamation  con- 
cerning the  events  of  the  21ft  of  Jui>e  i79->  4to,  p.  79. 
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iions    of  f^ire   philofophy,    which 
they    followed  more    from  fafhion 
than  knowledge,  had  betrayed  the 
natural  and  jail  intereds  of  their 
own  refpectlve  conditions  in  fcciety, 
and  fought   popularity  and  power, 
by  encouraging  a  fpirit  which  they 
were  unable  to  controul.     Among 
thefe   were    the  two   Crillons,  the 
dukes  of  Rochefoucault  and  Llan- 
courc,  M.  M.  Montmorency,  Emery, 
Beaumetz,  Andre,  and  others,  chiefly 
members  of  the  national  afTembly. 
They  abfented  themielves  from  the 
Jacobins,  and  formed,  at  the  houfe 
of  the  younger  Crillon,  a  private 
club  of  their  own,  whence  afterwards 
fprang  the  fociety  called  the  Club  of 
1 789,  to  which  belonged  La  Fayette, 
Mirabeau,  and  Chapelier  the  foun- 
der of  the  Jacobin   club.      Thefe, 
however,  were  rivals,  not  enemies 
of  the  Jacobins,  among  whom  molt 
of  their  members  were  iHII  enrolled, 
and  whole  meetings  fome  of  them 
occafionally  attended.      Their  cb- 
jeft  was   to  get  the   formation   of 
public  opinion  into  their  own  hands, 
the  avowed  end  of  their  iniUtution 
being  *«   *  to   develop  and  perfeft 
"  the  principles  of  a  free  conlHtu- 
*'  tion,  and  to  accelerate   the  pro- 
"  grefs  of  the  focial   art.'*     This 
was  a  language  of  latitude,  which 
would  admit  every  projedor  ;  but 
it  was  a  little  too  fpeculatlve  for  the 
multitude,  and  did  not,  on  the  face 
of  it,  flatter  their  pallisns  in  prac- 
tice, like  the  original  declaration  of 
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the  Rights  of  Man.  The  club  at- 
t^empted  alfo  to  ereft  a  new  fort  of 
ariftocracy  :  for  it  f  confifled  almoft 
entirely  of  members  of  the  national 
aflcmbiy,  of  the  department,  and 
the  municipality,  together  with  the 
whole  llaff  and  other  chofen  officers 
of  the  national  guards  of  Paris* 
This,  which  appeared  to  be  its 
ftrength,  was  in  reality  its  weak- 
nefs ;  and  notwithllanding  the  ef- 
forts of  innumerable  runners  in  the 
coifee-houfes,  and  all  the  artifices 
of  the  prefs,  it  foon  languifhed  and 
funk  into  inefficiency.  Some  of  its 
members  fell  back  from  time  to 
time  into  the  JaCobins,  fome  re- 
mained, and  formed  the  foundation 
of  the  club  of  the  Feuillants  in  the 
following  year,  and  a  fmall  number 
went  over  to  the  Monarchy -Club, 
which  was  announced,  and  attempt- 
ed to  meet  in  the  latter  end  of  the 
year  1790. 

This  lad  club  was  fet  on  foot  prin- 
cipally under  the  aufpicesof  the  men 
who  had  lent  the  credit  of  their  names 
and  good  intentions  to  the  firft  ftage 
of  the  revolution,  but  who  had  been 
early  ftartled  by  the  enormities  of 
Odober  1789.  The  prefs  being- 
now  the  great  inftrument  of  all  po- 
litical good  and  evil,  they  were  to 
publifh  a  journal  as  the  vehicle  of 
their  opinions,  which  was  announced 
by  a  committee  confining  of  M,  M. 
Clermont  de  Tonnerre,  de  Crecy, 
de  Rofly,  and  Cormier.  They  pro- 
fefled  to  fupport  the  monarchy  as 


*  Recited  in  the  refolutions  of  the  club  on  a  motion  of  Condorcet.  Moniteur 
6th  February  1791. 

f  Le  veritable  Portrait  de  nos  Legiflateurs  1792,  p.  28. — This  is  a  book  evi- 
dently written  to  prepare  the  way  for  the  deftrudion  of  the  king.  Its  immediate 
obje6t  is  to  recommend  all  the  moli:  violent  men  of  the  firft  national  aflembly  to 
public  confidence,  and  to  quiet  all  alarms  rerpeifling  the  duke  of  Orleans,  who  is 
repiefented  as  no  way  foimidable.  The  colouring  of  the  portraits  is  ftrong,  to 
produce  the  effeft  intended  j  but  the  facts  related  Teem  ia  general  to  be  founded 
io  truthr, 

fettled 


78]       ANNUAL  ^REGISTER,   1792. 


fettled  by  the  conflitution,  but  to 
confider  it  at  the  fame  time  as  an 
eflential  part  of  that  conftitution, 
and  as  fuch  to  defend  it  with  con- 
ftancy  againft  the  eiForts  long  made 
to  annihilate  it  altogether,  lifliould 
feem,  that  none  who  did  not  aim  at 
an  abfolute  democracy,  could  well 
objedl  to  thefe  principles ;  never- 
thelefs,  this  unfortunate  fociety  was 
perfecuted  on  every  fide.  It  is  true, 
the  Jacobins,  feeling  a  confidence 
in  their  charafler,  afFefted  at  firft  to 
advife  a  toleration  of  the  monarchy- 
club,  but  their  agitators  inflamed  the 
populace :  the  very  charity  of  that 
club  was  made  odious  to  the  poor  in 
the  midft  of  diflrefs  ;  the  perfons  of 
the  members  were  infulted  and  en- 
dangered by  thofe  to  whom  they  of- 
fered bread.  Sometimes  the  out- 
rages of  the  populace,  and  fome- 
times  the  authority  of  the  mayor 
and  municipality,  hindered  them 
from  meeting.  At  length,  the  maRer 
of  the  houfe  which  they  had  en- 
gaged for  their  reception,  was  fo 
frightened  as  to  deny  them  admif- 
iion;  and  foon  after  M.  Barnave, 
the  organ  of  the  Jacobin  club  in  the 
affembly,  denounced  them,  and  the 
club  of  J  789  publicly  expelled  from 
among  them  all  thofe  who  were 
likewife  members  of  the  monarchy- 
dub. 

In  fome  of  the  provincial  capitals 
limilar  attempts  were  made  to  efta- 
blifli  clubs  in  favour  of  the  mo- 
narchy, but  with  no  better  fuccefs. 
At  Aix,  in  particular,  the  confe- 
quences  were  tragical.  The  mem- 
bers of  two  Jacobin  clubs  in  that 
city  having  ccllefted  round  the 
door  of  a  houie  where  a  cUib  of 
*'  king's  friends"  held  their  meet- 
in  ffs,  a  fiay  arofe.  The  municipal 
ofhcers,  as  ufual,  liftened  to  the  de- 
siur.ciatlons  of  the  Jacobins,  and 
(Pommitted  fome  of  the  royaiills  to 


prifon.  But  the  populace  having- 
learned  that  a  detachment  of  na- 
tional guards  was  marching  from 
fome  of  the  neighbouring  towns, 
and  fearing  that  by  a  legal  trial,  the 
objedls  of  their  fury  would  be  li- 
berated, broke  open  the  jail,  and 
hanged  three  perfons  whom  they 
found  there ;  M.  Guiraman,  an  old 
officer  of  fourtcore,  who  had  the 
crofs  of  St.  Louis,  M.  de  la  Ra- 
quette,  a  counfellor  of  parliament, 
and  M.  Pafchalis,  an  advocate  of 
eminence,  who  having  been  a  warm 
partifan  of  the  revolution  in  its 
earlier  ilages,  had  neverthelefs 
ftrongly  remonftrated  againft  the 
abolition  of  the  parliaments,  and 
for  that  offence  had  been  confined 
before  the  firll  formation  of  the  ob- 
noxious club.  After  thefe  examples 
in  the  metropolis  and  in  the  coun- 
try, none  dared  to  afTociate  under 
fuch  names,  and  on  fuch  avowed 
principles ;  but  new  focieties  ap- 
peared, calling  themfelves  "  the 
"  friends  of  peace,  or  of  order." 

On  the  other  fide,  was  the  club 
of  the  Cordeliers,  which  confifled 
of  the  moft  violent  Jacobins,  but  at 
this  time  was  not  very  flourifhiog  in 
numbers  or  reputation.  There  was 
alfo  the  Fraternal  Society,  and 
many  other  focieties  and  clubs  in 
Paris,  which,  under  diiferent  de- 
nominations, partook  of  the  fame 
common  principles  with  the  Jaco- 
bins ;  and  the  feveral  fedUons  of  the 
city  met  and  debated  in  the  fame 
fpirit :  to  which  may  be  added,  as 
public  inftnime  Its  of  the  fame  caufe^ 
the  inllituuon  of  the  Lyctum,  and 
the  groups  of  the  Palais- Roy  ah  At 
the  former  of  thefe  places,  which 
was  founded  in  1785  for  other  pur- 
pofes,  under  the  patron.Tge  of  the 
king's  brothers,  Icfturcs,  accom- 
modated to  the  times,  were  now 
read  by  (uitable  proftfUors,  for  the 
6  inilrudlioa 
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dilFerent  parts  of  die  kingdom,  be- 
fides  foreign  focieties  all  over  Eu- 
rope. And  this  intercourfe  increaied 
fo  much  upon  them  about  this  period, 
that  they  found  themfelves  obliged 
to  advertlfe  their   detejrn-.inauon  of 
receiving  in  future  from  the  clubs  of 
France,  no  letters  which  were  not 
poit-paid.     Of  this  powerful  ma- 
chine, the  Lameths,  under  the  lead 
ofBarnave,  were  left  principal  di- 
reftors,  by  the  fecelfiou  of  the  mem- 
bers who  formed  the  club  of  1789;. 
But  this  made  room  for  a  new  fac- 
tion to  rife  into  noilce;  BrilTot,  Ro- 
berfpierre,  Pethion,  Euzot,  Carra, 
Collot    d'Herbois,    Salicetti,    and 
more  of  that  ftamp,  feme  of  whom 
made  themfelves  of  fo  much  confe- 
quencQ  as  to  get  their  names  on  the 
committee  of  correfpondence.   Un- 
der thefe  circumflances,    Mirabeau, 
who   had   attached  himfelf  to  the 
club  of  1789,  for  the  fake  of  its 
weight  in  the  national  aHembly,  but 
who  loon  found  their  infufficicncy, 
and  their  error  in  ab-ndoning  the 
Jacobins,  returned  to  the  latter,  and 
exerted  himfelf  to  regain  the  lead- 
Yet  while  he  contended  with  his 
rival  Barnave,  and  the  Lameths,  for 
the  afcendency,  he  did  not  courc 
the  conneilions  of  BriiTot  and  Rq- 
berfpierre,  who  were  §  then  endea- 
vouring to   undermine  them.     He 
rather  pointed  his  efforts  to  reprefi 
the  more  violent  fpirits;  foriie  con-- 
fidered  them  as   the  moll  danger- 
ous 5,  and  he  had   [j  conceived  a 


inftru£lion  of  fuch  as  had  fome  tafte 
for  elegant  literature,   and  refpeft 
for   erudition.      M.    Garat,  after- 
wards better  known  as  the  minifter 
ofjuftice,  who  authorized  the  exe- 
cution of   his  fovereign,   diflerted 
upon  *  Roman  hiftory,  interfperf- 
ing    his   narrative  with  perpetual 
-applications  of  a  popular  tendei'cy 
to  his  own  country  ;  M.  La  Croix 
reviewed  the  conftitutions  of  all  the 
principal  ftates  in  Europe,  to  incul- 
cate the  fuperiority  of  their  own 
rights  of  man ;  and  others,  with  the 
fame    objed,     took    up    different 
branches     in     letters,     arts,     and 
fciences.  In  the  Palais-Royal,  from 
Itools,    chairs,  and  tables,  in   cof- 
fee-houfes,  and  in  the  open  air,  the 
idle,  the  profligate,  and  turbulent  of 
every  clafs,w*re  forever  harangued, 
ani  every  thing  violent  was  coun- 
felled,  iniligated,  and  fet  in  motion. 
Still,  amidft  all  the  various  fac- 
tions and  cabals  which  co-operated 
in  their  fcveral  ways  to  drive  for- 
ward the  revolution,  the  great  mo- 
ther-club of  the  jacobins  flood  fii- 
perior,  and  was  the  centre  of  all  the 
intrigue  in  France.    Their  abufe  of 
the  prefs  was  beyond  all  imagina- 
tion.   Large  editions  of  no  lefs  than 
•f-  from  fifty  to  a  hundred  different 
pamphlets  v/ere    diftributcd   every 
month  at  their  door.    The  Lameths 
too   had    introduced  a   commiiree 
of  correfpondence,  which  now  held 
communication   v/ith  %   more  than 
two  thoufani  affiliated  focieties  in 


•  See  Mifs  Williams's  Letters,  Vol.  IL  p.  132. 

+  See  Mr.  Miles"s  "  Conduft  of  France  towards  Great  Britain,"  p.  55,  note. 

"^  Vie  de  Dumoiiriez,  L.  IIL  c.  5. — But  ]e  verifJlble  Portrait  de  nos  Legifla- 
teurs,  p.  z8.  makes  the  affiliated  focieties  only  about  600,  and  the  writer  does  not 
apparently  mean  to  untler-rate  their  number.  Whether  more  or  fevvcr,  it  is  agree* 
by  all,  that  they  exi'ied  in  all  the  principal  towns,  and  moft  sf  the  confidelabls 
villages  throughout  France. 

§  This  cle?r!y  appears  by  BrifTot's  own  paper,  the  Patriote  Francois,  cf  Jan. 
the  I  ft,  1 7  9 1 . 

ii  Journal  de  la  Maladi*  ^  de  la  M&rt  de  Mirabeau,  par  Cabanis,  p.  4.1 . 
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hope  th.at   the   fociety  which   had  fearts ;  it  was  the  theire  of  deck- 
done   fo    much    to    deflroy,    might  inations,  and  the  i'ubjed  of  iblemrt 
thus  ill  the  end  be  made  the  inltru-  oaths;  yet  no  man  did  or  could  af- 
ment  of   relloring   order.      Indeed  fix  any  pofitive  notion  to  it ;  for  the 
his  obieft  had  never  be.;n  to  over-  conftituent   alTembly  itfelf  at    this 
turn  the  (late,  but  by  any  means  to  veiy  time  confeHed  their  own  igno- 
govern  it.     And  this  he  originally  ranee  of  it,  by  appoinlii-g  a  corn- 
aimed  to  do  by  raifing  the  duke  of  mittee  to  inquire  and  report  what 
Orleans   to  be    regent,  lieutenant-  had  been  done,  and  what  yet  re- 
o-eneral,  or  king,  as  circumllanccs  mained  to  be  done  to  the  conftitu- 
niight  lead  to  one  or  the  otlier  for-  tion.    The  term  therefore  was  ufcd, 
tune.     Batfled  there  by  the  timidity  like  the  name  of  liberty,  to  fignify 
of  that  prince,  and  the  jealoufy  of  ever    thing    hofiile    to    the    royal 
La  Fayette,  he  had  been  aftervv'ards  power,  and  the  acknowledged  go- 
difappointed  of  making  himfelfmi-  vernment  of  the   country;    and  it 
niller  through  the  club  of  1789,  and  was  under  the  title  of  "  friends  of 
the  national  affcmbly,  by  the  decree  "  the  conftitution,"  that  the  clubs 
which  had   pafied  on  the  motion  of  were  fo  baly  every  where  in  demo- 
M.  Lanjuinais,  fimilar  to  the  felf-  lifhing  all  civil  and  religious  autho- 
denying  ordinance  of  our  long  par-  rity,  old  and  new  alike,  to  make 
liament,  and  he  now  was  in  fecret  room  for  their  own  tyranny.    They 
connexion   with  the  court  through  had  but  one  principle;  that  "  the 
M.  Montmorin.  "  revolution  mult  not  become  retro- 
But  there   was  one   fatality   at-  "grade."   Confequently  none  were 
tending  all  the  endeavours,  whether  allowed  to  tread  back  their  fteps, 
made  by  M.  Mirabeau,  the  club  of  or  even  to  remain  lliiionary.  They 
1789,    or    other   individuals,    and  who  would  not  kad  were  dragged 
other  factions,  at  different  periods,  along  with  the  multitude,  and  were 
to  flop  the  progrefs  of  anarchy;  they  perpetually  obliged  to  compromife 
were  fo  fituated  as  neceflarily  to  lofe  for  their  ov/n  fafety  by  joining  or 
all  their  influence  the  moment  they  beginning  cries,  which  they  knew 
{hewed  the  leail:  moderation.    They  to  be  abfurd  and  f.ilfe,  againft  arlf- 
v/ere  treated  as  u'ceders,  inconfillenc  tocracy.     They  never  dared  to  re- 
nien,  and  apollaies.  They  were  told  commend  fubordination,  but  by  in- 
of  their  former  fpeeches  and  aftions.  flaming  the  panions  and  prejudices 
In  vain  did  they  talk  of  tlie  pad  as  of  the  common  people  in  the  very 
•'  revolutionary  meafures'''  no  longer  fame  breath  againft  the  court,  the 
neceflary.     They    were    anfvvered,  nobility,  and  ti'e  clergy,  to  whom 
that  the  revolution  was  not  termi-  they  attributed  ail  tho'.e  Icandalous 
nated,    becaufe    they   were    at  the  enorm.ities,  which  were  th^  iir.me- 
head  of  it.      *  "  We  will  have  no  diate  fruits  of  their  own  machina- 
**  idols,"    it  was   faid,  "   we   will  tions,  played  off  by  newer  and  more 
*'  have  a  conftitution."     This  laft  able  demagogues.   As  the  authority 
word  was  eternally  in  the  mouths  of  of  rank,  riches,  learning,  and  moral 
all  the  public  incendiaries.     It  was  character,  which  in  the  ouifet  were 
aery  of  the  populace  ;  it  was  given  ufeiul  to  influence  the  mafs  of  the 
in   toalls   and    fentiments  at   civic  nation,  ib  long  habituated  to  regard 

•  Eriffot's  words  in  thePatriotc  Francois,  of  J^n,  ili,  1791. 
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them  with  more  or  lefs  reverence, 
had  now  ccafed  to  be  neceflary, 
men  who  at  firfl  thought  themfelves 
honoured  by  the  moft  diftant  confi- 
dence of  the  popular  leaders,  began 
every  where  to  fet  up  for  them- 
felves;  agents  afpired  to  be  prin- 
cipals; the  journalifls  moll:  diflin- 
guilhed  for  their  democratical  zeal, 
came  forward  into  aftive  life,  while 
all  their  fellow-labourers  of  the 
prefs  made  common  caufe  in  fup- 
port  of  their  fame;  and  every  fac- 
tion which  climbed  into  fecondary 
eminence,  had  one  invariable  fcheme, 
of  aiming  to  fupplant  thofe  who 
were  at  the  fummit,  by  pufhing 
them  on  to  projefts  more  and  more 
popular,  till  fome  on?  was  found, 
which  from  opinion,  or  from  confift- 
ency  they  oppofed,  and  by  oppofing 
deftroyed  themfelves  for  ever. 

It  was  by  the  neceflary  operation 
of  thefe  circumftances  and  thefe 
manoeuvres,  that  France  was  To 
foon  after  hurried  into  total  anarchy 
under  the  name  of  a  republic.  Yet 
among  thofe  who  were  lo  Itrenuoufly 
employed  in  unfettling  the  whole 
frame  of  the  ftate,  it  may  be  doubt- 
ed if  there  was  at  firft,  or  even  at 
this  period,  any  great  number,  that 
fyftematically  aimed  at  the  eftabliih- 
ment  of  a  government  diredlly  and 
purely  republican  in  its  form.  Ma- 
dnme  Roland,  who  was  a  principal  in 
Briffot's  faftion,  has  drawn  a  ftrik- 
rng  pidure,  not  only  of  the  original 
weaknefs  of  the  patriots,  as  (he  calls 
them,  but  of  their  conduft  and  mo- 
rals :  though,  as  file  wrote  when 
they  were  under  perfecution,  fhe 
colours  and  palliates  as  well  as  fhe 
car\,   what   nothing    can   jultify  *. 


According  to  her  information,  they 
"  had  only  their    pens   and  their 
"  voices;  but  when  fome  popular 
"  commotion    came   to    their  aid, 
"  they  availed  themfelves  of  it  with 
"  pleafure,  without  inquiring  how 
"  it  was  produced,  or  giving  them- 
"  felves   much    concern   about   it. 
"  There  was   (continues   fhe)    be- 
"  hind   the  curtain,  an    interefted 
"  perfon,  whom  the  ariftocrats  ac- 
"  cufed  with  ftich  vehemence,  that 
"  the  patriots  were  tempted  to  par- 
"  don  him,  fo  long  as   they    per- 
"  ceived   nothing  but  what  might 
"  be  turned  to  the  common  good : 
"  befides,  they  could  not  perfuade 
"  themfelves  that  he  was  any  way 
"  formidable."      D'Orleans    (adds 
fhe,    a   little    lower   in    the    fame 
page)  "  flanc^ing  fingly,  was  furely 
"  not  to  be  feared :  but  his  name, 
"  his  connexions,  his  wealth,  and 
"  his    advifers,     gave    him    great 
"  means :  he  adted  unquelHonably 
"  a  fecret  part  in  all  the  popular 
"  commotions:  men  of  pure  inten- 
"  tions  fufpefted  it,  bat  thefe  fer- 
"  ments   they  deemed  necefTary  to 
"  raife  the  inert  mafs."     Camilla 
Defmoulins,  on  the  other  hand,  who 
was  the  champion  of  Roberfpierre's 
fadion  in  the  moment  of  their  vic- 
tory over  BrifTot,  more  openly  glo- 
ries in  the  original  paucity  of  their 
numbers,    and    the   arts    by    which 
they  prepared   their   ultimate  fuc- 
cefs.     The   true  republicans,  f  he 
fays,  did  not  at  firfl  exceed  ten  in 
all  Paris  ;  but  what  vv'onderfully  af- 
fifled  them  was  the  necefTity  under 
which  all  the  intriguers  lay  of  court- 
ing   popular   favour.      "    It    was 
"  thus,"  he  adds,  "  that  we  were 


*  Mad.  Roland's  Appeal,  Englifh  tranflation,  Vol.  I.  p.  59. 
f  Hiftory  of  the  Briffbtins  (publifhed  by  the  Jacobin  Club  as  their  manifefto 
againfl  BrifTot)  p.  10,  and  13,  Engiifb  tranflation. 
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'*  enabled  to  give  battle  to  the  ve- 
"  terans  who  defertcd  us,  by  the 
'*  new  levy  of  intriguers  who  daily 
"  flocked  to  the  ftandard  of  the  Ja- 
"  cobins  ;  thus  the  Chapeliers,  the 
"  Dumetz,    and   the   Defmeuniers 
*'  were  driven  from  the  club  by  the 
**  Barnaves  and  Duports ;  and  the 
"  Barnaves  and   Duports    by    the 
"  BriiTots  and  Rolands.     Thus  we 
"  fucceffively     vanquiflied    Maury 
**  the  royalift,  by  Mounier  and  his 
"  two    houfes ;    Mounier   and    h?s 
"  two  houfes  by  Mirabeau  with  his 
'*  abfolute    negative;    and    Mira- 
**  beau's  abfolute  negative  by  Bar- 
"  nave's  fufpenfive  veto  ;  and  Bar- 
"  nave  and  his  fufpenfive  veto  by 
"  Brilfot,  who  chofe  to  admit  of  no 
"  other  negative  than  that  of  him- 
"  felf  and  his  friends."    ♦'  Till  our 
<•  days  (concludes   this  author)    it 
"  has  been  thought,  with  the  legif- 
"  lators  of  old,  that  virtues  were 
*'  the  neceifary  bafis  of  a  republic; 
**  the  eternal  glory  of  the  Jacobin 
"  club  will  be  to  have  formed  one 
•*  from  vices."     Surely  thefe  con- 
feflions  of  the  rival  faftions,  which 
triumphed  in  their  turn,  hold  forth 
an  awful  warning  to  governments 
how  they  ncgleft,  and  to  all  men 
of  influence  and  fair  intentions  how 
they  encourage,    the  iirft  fpecious 
movements  of  infurreftions  and  re- 
volutions. 

^  the  mean  time  the  king,  ab- 
horrent in  his  own  nature  from  mea- 
fures  of  feverity,  or  even  of  vigour, 
and  deceived  by  the  Ihort  popula- 
rity which  fometimes  attended  for 
a  moment  the  facrifices  which  he 
made,  flattered  himfelf  with  hopes, 
perpetually  renewed,  though  as  of- 
ten difappointcd,  that  by  patience 
and  conciliation,  he  might  bring 
back  the  affeftions  of  his  deluded 
fubjefts.    Every  fandion  which  he 


gave,  contrary  to  his  own  feelings 
and  judgment,  he  trufted  would  b« 
the  laft  extorted  from  him;  yet  what- 
ever he  had  done,  he  refolved  fairly 
to  maintain,  till  by  time  and  expe- 
rience his  people  fhould  perceive, 
and  the  legiflative  powers  of  the  fu- 
ture   conlTitution     fliould    corred, 
their  errors.      The   fchifm   in    the 
popular  focieties,  the  new  clubs  of 
more   moderate    principles,    which 
were  riling  under  different  names^ 
the  change  of  conduft  in  tv/o  fuch 
individuals  as  la  Fayette  and  Mira- 
beau, one  at  the  head  or  the  mili- 
tary force,  and  the  other  the  greateft 
orator  of  the  aflembly  on  the  popu- 
lar fide,  gave   a  deceitful  appear- 
ance of  reality  to  thefe  views,  in  the 
clofe  of  the  year  1790  :  and  placed 
upon  an  eminence,  as  monarchs  are, 
they    cannot   dilHnftly    fee    what 
pafies  below;    they   learn  it  only 
from  the  reports  of  thofe  who  ap- 
proach them,  and  who  are  alwa^'s 
liable  to  be  warped  by  their  owa 
interefts,  or  influenced  by  their  own 
wifhes.     Louis  the  XVIth  however, 
was  n«t  a  ftranger  to  the  ufe  made 
by  the  republican  fadion  of  their 
pens  and  their  voices,  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  degrading  and  enfeebling 
all    the   authority  which  the  new 
laws  profelTed   to   leave  him.     In 
their    moil    decorous   publications, 
the  queen  never  had  her  own  royal 
ftyle  and  title  ;  fhe  was  at  moft  the 
"  king's  wife,"  or  the  "  dauphin's 
"  mother,"  and  the  king   himfelf 
was  fometimes  called  by  his  family- 
name,  fometimes   by   the   appella- 
tion of  "  tlie  firrt  public  funflion- 
"  ary,"   "  the  executive  power," 
and   in  derifion,    the  **  executive 
"  eafy -chair  ;"  while  the  ioofer  li- 
bels heaped  names  of  the  coarfeft 
ridicule  and   contempt  upon  both. 
What  ^e  confidered,  and  with  juf- 

uce> 
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tice,  as  the  mofi  mifchievous  device 
to  keep  the  Pai'fians  in  con  Ilant  agi- 
tation, was  the  falfe  report  which 
was  for  ever  raifed  of  a  plot  for  his 
efcape,  and  tlie  commencement  of 
Yx  "a  civil    war.      He    com- 

*     3'  plained   of  this  calumny 

*  79*^*  to  the  prefident  of  the  na- 
tional aflembly,  when  fome  decrees, 
and  one  among  the  reft  for  ilopping 
the  penfions  of  emigrants,  were 
brought  for  the  royal  landtion  ;  and 
he  gave,  on  the  part  of  the  queen, 
as  well  as  himfelf,  the  ftrongeft  af- 
furances  of  their  good  wifhes  for  the 
quiet  accomplilhment  of  the  conlU- 
tution. 

About  the  fame  time,  being  re- 
lu(5lantly  compelled  to  give  his  af. 
fent  to  the  new  decree  againll  the 
clergy,  be  took  the  opportunity  of 
that  conceflion  to  repeat  his  affu- 
rances  under  his  hand,  and  to  ob- 
ferve  to  the  affembly,  that  the  bell 
and  moH  certain  mode  of  calming  all 
agitations,  and  vanquiihing  all  re- 
filtance,  was  to  eftabliih  reciprocal 
confidence  between  them  and  him- 
felf. '•  It  is  necelTary,  (added  the 
"  king  in  his  letter)  I  deferve  it, 
"  and  I  reckon  upon  it." 

The  opening  of  the  new  year 
feemed  to  hold  forth  a  proniife,  that 
the  reliance  of  the  king  upon  the 
national  affembly,  as  far  as  they 
were  concerned,  would  not  be 
T  n  wholly  vain.  The  prefi- 
J^n*  1    >  Jent,    having  been    fent 

*79^'  with  a  deputation  to  pay 
the  ufual  compliments  on  that  oc- 
cafion  to  the  king  and  queen,  did 
juflice  to  the  amiable  characler  of 
Louis  the  XVI th,  "  whofe  frank 
"  and  pure  mind  (he  truly  faid) 
*«  knew  no  happinefs  but  the  gene- 
*'  ral  happinefs ;"  he  fpoke  of 
"  the  mutual  confidence  which 
**  reigued  between  his  majeft/  and 


«  the  affembly;  and  he  wifhed, 
"  that  it  might  fecure  to  liim  that 
"  peace  wiiich  fach  a  king  {o 
"  well  deferved,  and  which  all  good 
*'  Frenchmen  mult  defire  to  fee 
"  him  enjoy."  After  addrefling 
the  queen,  he  turned  to  tue  dau- 
phin, who  was  by  her  fide,  "  and 
"  you, young  prince  (continuedhe) 
"  whom  Providence  and  our  laws 
"  call  to  wear  a  crown  cmbellifhed 
*'  by  liberty,  imitate  the  virtues  of 
"  thofe  who  gave  you  life ;  learn 
"  from  them  that  kings  are  efla- 
"  blifhed  to  make  the  people  hap- 
"  py,  and  that  their  true  power 
'♦  confilis  in  obedience  to  the  laws." 
The  acfvvers  both  of  the  king  and 
queen  were  gracious  and  affecting: 
the  king  in  concluhon  invited  the 
affembly  to  unite  all  their  efforts  with 
his  to  remedy  the  miferies,  and  pa- 
cify the  troubles  which  had  more 
or  lefs  afHifted  all  the  provinces, 
and  "  which  (he  faid)  had  deep- 
"  ly  wounded  his  heart."  But  ur>- 
happily  for  the  king,  as  the  event 
proved,  the  leaders  of  the  affembly, 
who,  under  the  name  of  friends  to 
order,  were  now  coming  to  the  fup- 
port  of  government,  on  that  fame 
day  decreed  the  termination  of  their 
own  political  exiftence.  Having 
received  a  report  from  the  central 
committee,  which  had  been  appoint- 
ed to  ex? mine  what  progrefs  had 
been  made  in  their  great  work, 
they  arranged  a  long  lift  of  articles, 
upon  which  they  determined  to  pro- 
ceed without  interruption,  and  then 
to  diffolve  themfelves,  as  fbon  as  i^e 
conlHtut  on  fhould  thus  be  complet- 
ed. In  the  mean  time  the  meafures 
they,  purfued  were  very  far  from  giv- 
ing peace  to  the  provinces,  and  eafe  to 
the  king's  heart.  Very  few  days  had 
paifed,  when  a  dlre*5l  perfccution  uf 
the  clergy  was  begun,  which  in  the 
[^J  a  time 
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time  of  the  fucceeding  national  af-  tution,   and   finally  contributed  to 

fembly    was   carried    to    the    moft  kindle  a  moft  obftinate  and  fangui- 

cruel  excefs,  which  more  and  more  nary  civil  war  not  yet  extinguifh- 

oonvulfed    all    the    provinces,    was  ed.     In  a  former  volume,  we  have 

made   an  oftenfible  caufe  of  ruin-  touched  generally  on  the  fubjeft;  we 

ing  the  king,  for  exercifing  the  ne-  are  now,  in  the  following  chapter, 

gative  given  to  him  by  the  confti-  to  purfue  fome  of  the  details. 


CHAP.      VI. 

T^ime  allo-xved  the  clergy  for  taking  the  neiv  oath  expires.     Fifty  only  take  it. 
Falfe  ahjlrail   of  decree  rejpeding  the  clergy  fent  to  the  municipalities ;  and 

■  falfe  placard  in  confcquence  pcjled  up  by  the  7»aycr  of  Paris.  Clergy  infulted 
and  menaced  in  going  to  the  national  afjembly.  Turmilt  tvithin  and  ivithout 
the  affembly.  Jibbe  Gregoire'sfpeech.  Miraheau's  fpeech.  B ip ops  net  per- 
mitted to  fpeak.  M.  DufraiJJe  declares  the  affembly  not  free,  and  protejls. 
His  protef  oppofed.  Tranquillity  refiored.  Bijhnp  of  Agen^ s  fpeech.— M. 
Fournet^s.—M.  Le  Clerc's.  E?iemies  of  the  clergy  embatraj/ed.  Tyranny 
cf  the  affembly  to^uards  the  clergy.  Magnanimity  of  the  bijhop  of  Poitiers. 
Qlergy  unanimoufy  adhere  to  his  fentiments.  Prefdent  ordered  to  demand 
the  execution  of  the  decree  againjl  non-juring  ecclefajiics.  Affairs  ef  the 
clergy  refumed  in  the  e^uening  Jitti7ig.  Server  al  priefs  retraSi  their  oaths. 
Notfuffered  to  lay  their  declaration  of  retractation  on  the  table.  Conduit  of 
the  clergy  extorts  admiration  from  their  enemies.  Endeai'ours  ifed  to  tnake 
the  clergy  cf  Paris  take  the  caths.  Artifices  to  create  a  belief  that  they  had 
taken  them.  Prohibition  of  marriage  avithin  certain  degrees  abclijhed. 
Vacancy  of  the  fee  of  Paris.  Bijhop  of  Autun  luithdraius  his  pretenfions,  and 
acknovjledges  himfelf  to  ha-je  ivon  in  one  month  30,000  francs  at  play. 
Penfions  decreed  for  non-juring  clergy.  Perfecution  againjl  ihem  continued, 
Inftances  of  its  rigour.  Ceremonies  at  taking  the  oaths.  Treatment  of  non- 
jurors at  Paris. — In  the  provinces.  Troubles  at  Cannes  and  the  neigh- 
bourhood. Anony?nous  account  of  them  calculated  to  criminate  the  clergy. 
True  fatement  of  the  nxihole  afair  frojn  the  proces-'verbal.  Magijirates  cf 
Sarzeau,  ordered  for  trial  at  Vannes.  CcmmiJ/to?iers  and  troops  Jent  to  Vax- 
nes.  Bijhops  of  Vannes,  Treguier,  and  St.  Pol  de  Leon,  ordered  to  attend 
the  affembly.  Rej'peUable  charader  of  the  bijhop  cf  St.  Pol. — Obliged  to  fly. 
-—Dangers  attending  his  flight. — Lands  in  Corn^vall.  Diflurbances  at 
Uzes  and  Nimes,  and  the  formation  of  the  camp  at  fales..  Revienv  of 
the  troubles  at  Nimes,  the  eftablijhmcnt  of  the  jacobin  club  there,  and  the 
injufticc  of  the  national  affembly  to  the  magiftrates  of  that  city  in  1 7  90. 
RiJ'e  of  the  Red-Tufts  and  White-Feathers.  Dij'putes  betivesn  them.  At- 
tempt to  occafion  riots  and  mtffacres  on  the  zd  of  May  1 790.  Fruflrated 
by  the  good  conduct  cf  the  magiflrates.  Takes  effect  on  the  \yhoffune. 
Abhe  Belmont  compelled  to  proclaim  tnartial  laiv. — Barbaroujiy  treated. 
i  5 ,000  armed  men  arrive  at  Nimes.  Red-Tufts  perfuaded  to  fur  render  their 
arms.  General  mafacre  of  them,  and  pillage  of  the  to<wn  cnfues.  Hoifes, 
prvperty,  andperfonsofproteflantsjpartd.     Hiirrid  aits  of  cruelty  tonxiards 

iatholici. 
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({^holies,  ofiuhom  more  than  300  are  7nurdered,  Correffondence  at  this  time 
hetiKieen  the  jacobin  club  at  Nimes,  and  revolution  fociety  of  London.  Proceedings 
in  the  nationl  ajjembly  refpeSting  the  troubles  at  liimes.  Aunts  of  Louis  XVI. 
dcfirous  of  going  to  refide  at  Rome.  Set  out  ivith  paj/ports.  Detained  by  the 
municipality  of  Jrnay-le-Duc:  Permitted  by  the  national  ajfembly  to  proceed. 
Tumult  at  Paris  in  coujcquence.  Ki?ig's  Ife  belie'ved  in  danger.  Great 
numbers  of  gentlemen  fy  to  his  defence.  Decree  propofed  reffeSling  the  refdence 
of  the  public  funitionaries.  Spirited fpeech  of  M.  Cazales  on  thefubjecl.  Im- 
portant dayofthe2%thcf'tcbruary.  Attempt  of  M.  ChapeUer,frcm  the 
committee  ofco7ifiitution,  to  lay  down  the  conflitutional  principles  of  order.  Pe- 
tion  and  Roberfpierre  attack  M.  Chapelier's  propofitions  as  againjl  the  rights 
of  man.  Barnanje  and  others  try  to  pujh  M.  Chape  tier  on  adding  them,  if 
necefj'ary,  as  explanations  and  limitations  on  the  declaration  of  rights.  Only 
one  out  offi'ven  articles  pafj'ed,  -with  great  alterations,  by  M.  Defmeuniers. 
The  friends  of  order  in  reality  defeated  on  this  quefion.  Prcjeti  of  a  la-iv 
againf  emigration  propofed  by  M.  Chapelier,from  the  committee  of  conflitution, 
tjuith  an  a'voi.val  that  no  laiv  on  the  ftbjed  could  be  made  luithout  violating 
all  their  principles.  Mirabeau's  opinion  to  the  fame  effeil.  Violent  clamours 
againjl  him,  and  laughter  at  Chapelier,  Galleries  tumultuou;.  Refolution 
gafjedin  the  midfi  of  confufton,  that  all  the  committees  Jhould  confider  the  fub- 
jed,feparately  and  together.  Riot  the  fatne  day  at  the  cajile  ofVincennes. 
La  Fatette  marches  -juith  the  national  guards.  Signs  of  difaff'etiion  in  the 
battalion  of  the  fuburb  of  St.  Antoine,  under  Santerre.  Riot  quelled,  and  the 
ringleaders  taken.  La  Fayette' s  life  tnxiice  in  danger.  Alarm  about  a  plot  to 
kill  the  king,  or  carry  him  a^uoay .  Gentlemen  go  again  to  his  defence ,  Found 
in  the  palace  by  La  Fayette,  icho  remcnf  rates  to  the  king.  Louis  addreffes 
the  gentlemen,  -uoho  in  confequence  furrender  their  arms  to  the  king.  Arms 
feized  by  the  national  guards,  a?id  fome  of  them  broken  in  the  king^s  prefence. 
Gentlemen  infulted.  Emigration  in  confequence  of  this  day.,  andfitup.tion  of  the 
king.     M.  Roland  firjl  arri'ves  in  Paris.     Briffois  councils  at  his  houfe. 

THE  time  allowed  to  the  ec-  But  it  was  the  great  objeft  of  thofe 
clefiallical  members  of  the  who  had  planned  the  new  civil  con- 
aflembly  for  taking  the  new  oath,  flitution  of  the  church,  to  deftroy 
was  to  expire  on  the  fourth  of  Ja-  from  the  foundation  that  difcipUne, 
nuary.  As  that  day  approached,  which  is  cnnfidered  by  all  fincere 
the  clergy  renewed  the  ofters  which  members  of  the  Roman  communion 
they  had  formerly  made,  of  calling  as  of  holy  origin,  the  fubjed  of 
a  general  council  to  do  what  the  fpiritual  authority  alone,  and  an  ef- 
affembly  had  recommended,  and  of  lentia!  of  their  religion.  M.Camus, 
applying,  with  all  their  influence,  to  who  led  the  committee,  was  a  Jan- 
obtain  the  fanflion  of  the  Pope  :  fenift,  and  confequently,  on  prin- 
They  were  even  willing,  after  an  ex-  ciple,  an  enemy  to  the  fupremacy  of 
ample  in  the  hii^ory  of  the  primi-  the  pope.  Yet  the  difturbances 
tive  church,  to  lurrender  their  be-  which  the  former  decrees  on  the  fame 
nefices,  if  their  iuccefli.rs  might  re-  fubjedl  had  excited  in  the  provinces, 
ceive  them  under  circumllances  and  efpecially  in  the  South,  made  the 
which  would  not  have  violated  the  chiefs  of  the  ruling  party  fomewhat 
principles   of  the   Catholic   faith,  anxious  about  the  event,  and  every 

\^F'\  3  engine 
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engine  was  fet  at  work  to  perfuade 
or  intim'date  tlie  clerical  oruer  of  the 
a/Teinbled  Hates  into  a  compliance, 
but  with  little  effed.  Not  above 
thirty  out  of  three  hundred  freely- 
obeyed;  an!  about  twenty  more 
were  w  th  difficulty  induced,  by  ca- 
fui'llcal  inter  jretations  of  diileient 
kinds,  to  conform. 

The  bilhop  of  C'ermont  endea- 
voured to  explain  his  leotiments  re- 
fpedting  the  oath,  but  he  was  inter- 
rupted, and  obliged  to  anfwer  cate- 
gorically whether  he  would  talc?  it 
as  it  Hood.  He  faid  he  would  rot, 
and  was  not  iaffered  to  proceed. 
The  next  day  a  printed  copy  of  his 
fpeech,  which  he  had  publifhed  in 
his  own  defence,  was  made  a  fubjeft 
of  complaint  to  the  aflembly,  and 
treated  as  a  libel.  At  the  fame 
time  it  was  fignified  by  M.  Charles 
Lameth,  that  the  oath  mull:  be  tr^ken 
fimply  without  any  preamble,  chiefs, 
or  refrrvatlon,  when  the  names  of 
the  ecclefiaftical  members  ftiould  be 
called  over,  on  the  morrow,  to  have 
their  anfwers  recorded. 

By  an  official  miftake  of  a  Angular 
nature,  never  fatisfadorily  cleared 
up,  a  copy  of  the  Ute  decree  had 
been  itnt  down  to  all  the  municipa- 
lities, with  a  falfe  abftraft  prefixed 
to  it,  by  which  all  the  non-juring 
priells  were  declared  at  once  to  be 


dillurbers  of  the  peace.  Immedi- 
ately the  mayor  and  municipality  of 
Paris  pofted  up  a  placard,  ground- 
ed (>n  tnis  fpurious  copy  ;  and  their 
publication,  which  was  loudly  ap- 
plauded in  the  national  afiembly, 
contributed  not  a  little  to  make 
the  proHigate  more  audacious  in 
their  denunciations  againft  the 
clergv. 

*"  The  day  was  now  come  which 
was  to  try  the  faith  and  fortitude  o-f 
the  Galiican  church.  The  gardens 
of  the  Thuilleries,  the  avenues  of  the 
alTeir.bly,  and  the  gallsries,  were  oc- 
cupied at  an  early  hour  by  hired 
ruffians.  As  the  ecclefiaHics  pafTed 
to  the  houfe,  they  were  vilified,  out- 
raged, and  threatened:  nothing  was 
heard  but  ciies  of  "  the  limp  pod  ! 
"  To  the  lamp-poft  with  all  non-jur- 
"  ing  bifhops  and  pi  lefts!"  But  their 
conl^ancy  was  not  ihaken :  they  wait- 
ed wit'  fe lenity  for  the  order  of  the 
day.  VViien  the  appointed  time  drew 
near.  Abbe  Gregoire  mounted  the 
tribune,  and  endeavoured  to  explain 
a'. ay  the  whole  force  of  the  oath; 
laying,  among  otJicr  things,  that  •'  the 
"  aflembly  did  not  judge  confciences, 
'•  nor  even  exafl  an  interior  con- 
"  fent."  The  fcandal  of  thus  un- 
blufliingly  recomir.ending  hypocrify 
was  felt  by  Mirabeau,  who  imme- 
diately role,  and   attempted  a  lefs 


*  The  account  that  follows  is  taken  chiefly  from  the  Moniteurj  the  Abbe  Ear- 
luel's  hiftory  of  the  French  clergy,  and  the  Proces,- verbal.  It  is  remarkable  that 
the  iaSis,  as  fimply  reprefented  in  die  Moniteur,  in  which  paper  the  debates  are  fakl 
to  have  been  then  reported  by  the  pi-ivale  lecrctary  of  M.  Barnave,  the  mover  of  the 
decree  againft  the  clergy,  aftually  place  them,  in'l'ome  points  of  view,  ir.uch  higher 
than  the  Abbe  BarriiePs  hiftory,  written  by  one  cf  iheir  own  body,  Tlie  account 
of  the  Moriteur  is  more  lively,  and  certainly  more  correft  in  the  order  of  theieveral 
incidents  of  that  memorable  day.  It  is  therefore  principally  followed.  A  private 
letter  tro  r,  M.  Bethifey,  bi-fhop  of  Uzes,  which  was  read  in  the  national  affembly 
on  the  22d  ot  February,  alfo  gives  a  fujiiiar  account.  M.  Audainel,  in  a  very 
wtll-wruten  work,  printed  for  Elwaixls  in  Pall- Mall,  and  intituled,  "  Denun- 
"  cialion  aux  Frnngois  Catholiques,"  &c.  tells  us  ipsgt:zy^),  that  fonie  little 
billets,  which  had  been  thrown  out  of  the  national  afTcmbly  as  fignals  to  the  popu- 
Jace,  were  found  and  preferved. 

3  difliQneii 


HISTORY     OF     EUROPE.        [87 

''  not  take  that  oath.  I  regret  not 
"  the  lofs  of  my  rank;  I  regret  not 
"  the  lofs  of  my  fortune;  but  there 
"  is  a  lofs  whicli  would  deeply  hurt 
"  me;  the  lofs  I  mean  of  your  ef- 
"  teem  and  my  own  faith.  I  could 
"  not  fail  to  lofe  both,  if  I  obeyed 
"  you.  Suffer  me,  therefore,  I  in- 
"  treat  you,  to  teltify  the  pain  whicli 
"  I  feel  in  not  being  able  to  take 
"  the  oath."  This  fpeech,  happily 
tempering  conilancy  with  urbanity, 
made  a  perceptible  impreflion,  which 
was  ftrengthened  by  M.  Fournet, 
a  clergyman  of  the  fame  diocefe,  who 
was  the  next  on  the  \\i\.  He  told 
the  affembly,  that  as  they  profeifed 
a  deiire  of  reducing  the  church  to 
its  primitive  ilate,  he  was  ready  to 
copy  the  examples  of  thofe  pure 
times,  and  to  follow  his  bifliop  even 
to  martyrdom. 

The  enemies  of  the  church  now 
began  to  feel  that  they  had  only 
afforded  to  the  clergy  an  occafion 
of  triumph.  They  confulted  toge- 
ther ;  they  feparated ;  they  met  in 
other  groupcb ;  and  they  were  ftill 
uncertain  what  courfe  to  purfue, 
when  M.  Le  Clerc,  the  redor  of 
La  Cambe,  wa?  called  upon  to  an- 
fwer.  "  I  was  born  a  Roman  Ca- 
"  tholic  (faid  he)  and  am  deter- 
"  mined  to  die  in  that  communion, 
"  This  I  can  n-^ver  do  if  I  take  the 
"  oath  propofed  to  me."  But  be- 
fore he  had  finifbed  the  firfl  fen- 
icnce,  M.  Rhcederer  demanded  of 
him  aloud,  that  he  (hould  at  once 
take  or  refufe  the  oath ;  and  when 
it  was  obferved  that  Abbe  Gregoire 
had  been  allowed  to  explain  it,  the 
prefident  replied,  that  according  to 
the  order  of  the  aflembly,  eccle- 
fiaftics  muft  only  fay,  "  I  fwear," 
or,  "  1  do  not  fwear."  "  Nay, 
"  (cried  M.  Foucault)  this  is  ty- 
"  ranny  of  an  unprecedented  kind, 
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idillioncil  interpretation;  declaring 
alfo  that  fuch  priefts  as  did  not  take 
the  oath,  but  paid  the  penalty  of  re- 
figning  their  benefices,  were  not 
culpable ;  yet  endeavouring  to  flatter 
all  into  acquiefcence. 

At  laft  the  prefident,  on  the  mo- 
tion of  M.  Barnave,  fummoned  the 
ecclefiaftics  to  anfwer ;  when  M. 
Cazales  called  his  attention  to  the 
fhouts  and  horrible  cries  which  re- 
founded  from  every  fide.  The  pre- 
fident however  went  on,  and  called 
upon  M.  Bonnac,  the  bifliop  of  Agen. 
That  venerable  prelate  advanced ; 
*'  1  demand  to  fpeak,"  faid  he,  but 
inftantly  on  the  left  arofe  a  general 
cry  of  "  no  talking  ;  take  the  oath, 
"  aye  or  no?"  "  It  is  with  a  heart 
"  pierced  with  grief," — refumed 
the  bifliop,  when  his  voice  was 
drowned  by  new  clamours  and  me- 
naces from  without.  "  Do  you 
*•  hear  Mr.  Prefident?"  demanded 
feveral  members  on  the  right;  "  let 
«  the  mayor  go  and  quiet  this  dif- 
*'  order."  The  prefident  aflUred 
them  that  he  had  given  orders  for 
the  purpofe;  but  the  uproar  ftill  con- 
tinuing, M.  Dufraifl'e  fpoke  to  the 
queftion  of  privilege;  •'  you  hear," 
faid  he, "  thofe  unprincipled  wretch- 
*'  es,  who  having  deflroyed  the  mo. 
*'  narchy  by  infamous  means,  want 
'♦  now  to  anniiiilate  religion.  I  de- 
«  clarc  that  the  aflembly  is  not  free, 
"  and  I  proteft." — "  No!"  exclaim- 
ed all  the  left  fide  of  the  houfe,  "  no 
**  more  appeals,  let  the  decree  be 
"  executed." 

After  fome  little  interval,  tranquil- 
lity being  refl;ored  and  filence  ob- 
tained; "gentlemen,"  faid  the  bi- 
fhop  of  Agen, "  you  have  made  a  law, 
"  by  the  fourth  article  of  which  you 
*'  have  direfted  an  oath,  and  by  the 
*'  fifth  you  inflid  the  puniftiment  of 
"  deprivs-tion  on  all  prielts  who  will 
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'*  The  heathen  emperors,  who  per- 
*'  fecuted  the  ancient  martyrs,  fuf- 
"  fered  them  to  pronounce  the  name 
**  of  God,  and  teftify  their  fidelity 
"  to  their  religion." 

Theconfufion  now  increafed,  till, 
•with  a  view  of  bringing  the  firm- 
nefs  of  the  whole  clergy  at  once  to 
the  teft,  and  of  Ihortening,  if  not 
of  breaking  their  vidory,  a  decree 
was  propofed  and  carried,  that  all 
fuch  as  chofe  to  take  the  oath  ihould 
advance.  After  fome  delay,  three 
ecclefiaftics  came  forward  and  offer- 
ed to  take  the  oath  with  referva- 
tions,  but  they  were  diredled,  by 
many  voices,  to  take  it  pure  and 
fimpje,  "Strange!  (remarkedone  of 
"  the  clergy)  that  we  muft  Hand  like 
"  ftatues,  and  not  utter  a  word, 
"  while  others  talk  what,  and  as 
"  much  as  they  pleafe.  I  am  wil- 
"  ling  (continued  he)  to  take  the 
"  oath,  with  no  other  explanation 
*'  than  a  former  decree  of  your 
♦'  own,  that  you  did  not  mean  to 
"  touch  any  thing  fpiritual."  This 
propofal  however  was  not  accept- 
ed ;  and  the  prefident  demand- 
ed if  any  perfon  would  take  the 
oath  agreeably  to  the  order  of  the 
aflembly. 

Silence  enfued.  It  continued 
without  interruption  for  a  quarter 
of  an  hour.  At  the  end  of  that 
interval,  M.  Cazales  moved  a  refo- 
lution  to  the  effe£t  of  the  propo- 
sition made  by  the  ecclefiallic  who 
had  laft  fpoken.  M.  Beaupoil  Sr. 
Aulaire,  bifliop  of  Poitiers,  avail- 
ing himfelf  of  this  opportunity, 
prefTed  towards  the  tribunal  with 
an  eagernefs  which  made  him  in- 
fenfible  to  the  weight  of  his  years. 
•*  Gentlemen,  (cried  he)  I  am  fe- 
••  venty  years  old ;  I  have  been 
"  thirty  years  a  bifhop.  Bowed 
*'  down  with  age,  and  with  infir- 


*•  mities  contrafted  by  my  ftudies, 
"  and  in  the  difcharge  of  my  paf- 
"  toral  duties,  I  will  not  difgrace 
"  my  grey  hairs  by  the  oath  you 
"  have  decreed  ;  I  will  never  take 
"  it.  I  Ihall  meet  my  lot  with  a 
"  contrite  fpirit,"  Infiantly  all  the 
clerical  members  on  the  right  arofe 
from  their  feats,  and  declared  their 
unanimous  adherence  to  th."  fenti- 
ments  of  the  bi(hop  of  Poitiers. 

M. Cazales,  however,  perfifting  in 
his  motion,  he  was  attacked  hv  M. 
Mirabeau,  who  faid,  that  if  there 
was  not  a  fecret  plan  for  difturbing 
the  peace  of  the  realm,  the  decla- 
ration already  voted  by  the  af- 
fembly  a  thoufand  times,  muft 
be  fufficient  without  its  being 
repeated ;  but  here,  he  ob(erved, 
was  the  difficulty  ;  the  afiembly  cal- 
led that  temporal  which  the  clergy 
confidered  Ti'^  fpiritual.  The  ruling 
party  would  not  hear  the  Abbe 
Maury  in  anfwer,  and  with  tumul- 
tuous cries  rejedled  the  amend- 
ment moved  by  M.  Cazales.  The 
fecond  part  of  M.  Barnave's  motion 
was  then  put  and  carried ;  which 
was,  that  the  prefident  fhould  ad- 
drefs  the  king  to  execute  the  decree, 
by  depriving  all  who  had  that  day 
refufed  to  take  the  oath.  It  has 
been  remarked,  that  M.  Barnave, 
the  principal  mover  in  this  bufinefs, 
was  a  proteftant,  and  M.  Emeri, 
the  prefident,  a  Jew. 

In  the  evening  fitting,  fome  of 
the  ecclefiafiics  who  had  been  pre- 
vailed upon,  by  various  artifices  of 
explanation,  to  take  the  oath 
againft  their  judgment,  alarmed  at 
the  repeated  refufals  of  the  aflem- 
bly to  admit  thofe  very  explana- 
tions, and  fatisfied  now  that  there 
was  a  ferious  dcfign  to  overthrow 
the  eftablifhed  religion  of  their 
country,  afcended  the  tribune,  pro- 
nounced 
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ftounced  a  retraftation  of  their  oath, 
and  delivered  it  in  writing  to  one 
of  the  fecretaries.     Others  fignified 
their  adherence  to  it,  and  defired 
that  it  might  lie  on  the  table,  but 
this  was  refufed  ;  they  infifted,  but 
were  again  repulfed;  and  it  was  fi- 
nally decreed, that  all  mention  of  any 
declarations  or  rell:rii5tions  propofed 
by  the  priefts  fhould  be  fupprefied. 
Thus  ended   a  day,  the  memory 
of  which  muft  ever  prove  a  conio- 
lation    to    the    furviving    fufrerers 
under    all    their     calamities,     and 
which  cannot  but  recommend  them 
to    refpeft    from    the    members    of 
a  purer  church,  as  it  extorted  the 
admiration  of  their  enemies    and 
perfecutors.         We      have      their 
money,    faid    Mirabeau,    but    they 
have  all  the  honour  of  the  day. 

To    prevent    the    effect     which 
might  naturally  be  expedted  to  fol- 
low the  fteady  condudl  of  the  bi- 
fhops   and  priefls  in  the  aflembly, 
there   were  no  arts  to  which   the 
ruling  party  did  notdefcend,  for  the 
purpole  of  getting  the    clergy  of 
Paris  to  take  the  oath.     Uiffimula- 
tion,    affected    tendernefs,    a    pre- 
tended regard  for  religion,  all  were 
employed    to    that    end.        When 
thefe    failed,   all  means  were   ufed 
to  give  the  appearance  of  a  fuccefs 
which  did  not  exilt.     Lifts  of  thofe 
who  conformed  were  publilhcd,  and 
all     the     lay-attendants      of      the 
churches,    finging-men,    choriflers, 
and  others  of  that  defcription,  were 
included     to    fwell   the     oftenfible 
numbers.      It  has  even  been  faid, 
that    perfons    of    the    lowelt    de- 
fcription    were     hired     to      drefs 
themfelves    in  clerical  habits,  and 
take  the  oaths  under  falfe  names  ; 
and  certain  it  is,  that  many  priefts 
who  were  fct  down  as  having  fub- 
JTiitted,  contradifted  that  account. 


and  treated  it  as  the  moft  ferious 
imputation  on  their  chara6lers,  and 
a  grofs  impofition  on  the  public. 

An  addref's  to  the  nation,  ex- 
plaining thefe  proceedings  on  prin- 
ciples of  phiiofophical  infidelity, 
was  brought  forward  by  Mirabeau, 
but  it  was  violently  attacked  by 
Camus,  who  faid,  it  was  full  of 
abominations  not  to  be  heard  in 
cold  blood.  Hc5wever,  after  much 
confafion  and  tumult,  it  was  fent 
to  the  committee;  where  another 
was  fubftituted,  compofed  in  allrain 
of  the  moll  difgufting  hypocrify, 
and  claiming  merit  with  the  pious 
for  having  brought  back  the  church 
to  a  rtate  of  primitive  fimplicity  and 
purity.  As  the  iirft  fruits  of  this 
reformation,  the  aiTembly,  in  effeft, 
abolifhed  the  diftindions  of  prohi- 
bited degrees  in  marriage. 

The  vacancy  in  the  fee  of  Paris, 
gave  rife  to  an  incident  which  illuf- 
trates  the  principles  of  thofe  who 
flood  higheft  in  the  new  Gallican 
church.  The  bifliop  of  Autun, 
was  fuppofed  to  have  his  views  to- 
wards that  preferment:  but  there 
was  an  unlucky  report,  that  he  was  a 
Hock-jobbcr,  a  character  unpopular 
in  tiie  extreme.  He  refigned  his 
pretenuons,  tharcfore,  by  a  letter  in 
the  news-papers,  in  which  he  denied 
the  charge,  yet  acknowledged  that 
he  had  won  30,000  francs  at  play  in 
the  courfe  of  two  months,  though  he 
profelTed  never  to  have  loved  p-am- 
ing;  and  for  what  had  happened  he 
took  flwme  to  himfelf,  as  a  private 
man  and  as  a  legiflator.  He  did  not 
even  allude  to  his  duty  as  a  minifler 
of  the  gofpel  and  a  billiop. 

M.    Chapelier    about  this    p  , 
time  carried  a  motion,  which     „^P* 
though  it  gave  little  effeftual  * 

relief  to   t.he   fufrerers   by  the  late 
decree,  yet  in  principle  held  them  up 
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as  men  no  way  criminal:  all  non- 
jurors who  were  deprived  of  their 
benefices,  were  to  have  annual  pen- 
lions  of  500  livres,  or  fomething 
more  than  20  pounds  fterling.  And 
two  days  after,  when  a  depu- 
tation of  American  quakers, 
fettled  at  Dunkirk,  prefented 
a  petition  at  the  bar  of  the  affembly, 
to  demand  protfdion  for  their  reli- 
gious opinionsjMirabeau,  who  after 
repeated  mifcarriages  had  at  length 
been  raifed  to  the  prefidency  by  the 
help  of  the  Jacobins,  uttered  in  his 
anfwer  that  fentiment  which  has 
fence  become  fo  trite  and  familiar 
here,  that  "  no  government  fhould 
*•  dare  to  interpofe  between  the 
**  heart  of  every  man  and  God;" 
yet  at  that  very  moment  the  perfe- 
cution  was  growing  more  and  more 
violent  agamll  the  teachers  of  the 
Catholic  religion,  to  which  the  na- 
tional afiembly  had  juft  profefled  the 
UrongeR  attachment. 

All  artifices  being  found  to  be  lofl 
on  the  great  body  of  the  clergy, 
compulfmn  was  now  more  generally 
attempted.  The  fpirit  in  which  the 
decree  was  enforced  throughout 
Paris,  may  be  collected  *  from  one 
or  t^vo  anecdotes.  M.  Bailly  hav- 
ing afked  M.  Marduel,  arefpedlable 
clergyman  who  had  the  benefice  of 
St.  Roche,  *'  whether  it  was  true  that 
«  the  late  decrees  were  contrary  to 
«  the  Catholic  religion,"  and  being 
told  that  "  they  certainly  were," 
**  then,"  replied  he  "  did  it  depend 
"  upon  myfelf,  the  Catholic  religion 
«  fhould  this  day  be  annihilated  in 
«  France."  When  fuch  was  the 
declaration  of  the  mayor,  it  is  not 
to  be  wondered  that  his  colleagues 
ilretched,  as  far  as  they  pleafed,  the 
powers  entruiled  to  them  by  the  law. 


1792. 

M.  Grenthe,  who  having  before 
been  deprived  of  a  place  by  the  re- 
volution, ferved  a  parifh  church  m 
the  fuburb  of  St.  Antoine,  received 
a  letter  from  the  municipal  officers, 
appointing  a  day  for  his  taking  the 
oath,  and  threatening  hiai,  in  cafe  of 
a  refufal,  "  with  being  declared  a 
"  rebel  to  the  national  decrees,  hid 
"  under  an  interdict,  and  having  a 
"  national    guard   quartered    upon 
"  him  at  fix  livres  a  day,  not  to 
"  be  removed  but  by  a  decree  of 
"  the  national   alTembly,"     Indeed 
their  general   mode  of  proceeding 
was  very  fimilar.     Having  fixed  a 
day  for  the  ceremony,  they  came  to 
the  church  furrounded  by  mufkets, 
bayonets  and    pikes :  and    the   mi- 
nifiers  of  the  altar,  if  they  refufed 
to  fwear  what  was  required  of  them, 
were  infulted,  outraged,  and  wound- 
ed  in   the  very   temples  of  God. 
So^,  by  the  interpofition  of  their 
congregations,  were  with  difficulty 
enabled  to  efcape  alive;  it  does  not 
however  appear  that  any  one  priell 
was  aftually  murdered  at  this  period 
in  the  capital. 

In  fome  of  the  provinces  their 
fate  was  more  fcvere.  The  jaco- 
bin clubs  were  their  enemies  every 
where  ;  and  havir,g  confulted  tlie 
ecclefiaftical  committee  tiirough  M. 
Vcidel,  had  been  told,  in  a  circular 
letter,  that  whatever  lengths  they 
might  go  they  fhould  be  fupport- 
ed.  They  of  courfe  commanded  all 
the  violent  and  turbulent  charaAers 
of  the  neighbourhood  ;  and  in  fome 
places  they  feduced  the  common 
people  to  take  part  by  ufing  the 
name  of  the  king,  who  had  fanc- 
tioned  the  decree.  In  different 
parts  of  the  country,  many  who  de- 
clined taking  the  oath  were  killed 


*  The  general  fubftance  of  the  two  following  columns,  is  abridged  from  Bar- 
ruel's  hiilory.  The  circular  letter  of  M.  Void-jl  was  read  to  his  face,  by  Abbe 
Maury,  v/ithout  contradiftion. 

at 
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at  the  doors  of  the  churches ;  and 
in  Brittary,  even  thus  early,  feve- 
ral  p'k'fts  are  faid  to  have  been 
hunted  through  the  forefls,  where, 
after  endur  ng  every  exttmity  of 
hunger  and  fatigue,  they  perilhed 
miferably ;  and  their  mangled  car- 
cafes  were  afterwards  found,  torn 
by  briers,  and  half-devoured  by 
beafts  of  prey. 

Different  ages  have  witnefTed 
various  perfecutions  of  Chriftians 
by  Pagan?,  and  of  fedtaries  by 
the  ellabiilhed  churches  of  thfir 
refpedive  Hates ;  but  this  was  the 
fiift  example  of  a  whole  clergy  per- 
fecuted  hy  thofe  who  pub'icly  pro- 
fefled  the  fame  reli^ricus  taith,  and 


on  the  peafants,  who,  laborious, 
fimple-minded,  devout,  were  the 
moft  generally  incorrupt  of  any  clafs 
in  rrance.  Accordingly,  the  trou- 
bles, which  foon  after  the  firft  decree 
againlt  the  clergy  had  begun  to  agi- 
tate all  the  fcuth,  the  wcit,  and  a  part 
of  the  noi  th,  now  broke  out  afrefh. 
Eacli  party  en^leavoured  to  throw 
the  blame  on  the  other  as  the  ag- 
greflbrs:  but  it  muft  be  remembered 
that  the  fufFerers,  and  they  who 
fupportcd  their  caufe,  were  of  the  un- 
faccefsful  party,  and  that  the  chan- 
nels of  public  communication  were 
never  equally  open  to  them  as  to 
their  adverfaries.  Indeed  the  detail, 
if  we  had  the  fullfii  materials   on 


for  no  other  crime  than  t^at  of  fa-     both  fides,  would  not  be  practicable 
crificing  theii  interelis  to  their  con-     within  the  limit.',  of  tliis  work. 


fciences.  Yet  more  than  two  thirds 
©f  the  parochial  clergy  at  Paris  re- 
mained firm,  and  the  proportion  in 
the  country,  where  the  numbers 
could  not  be  fo  accurately  afcertain- 
cd,  was  ca'culated  ftill  higher.  The 
prelates  themfelves  gave  an  illuf- 
trious  example.     Only  four,  out  of 


The  tum.ulrs  which  took  place  at 
Vannes,  and  in  the  neighbouring 
pariihes  of  Brittany,  between  the 
5rh  and  the  i2ti.  of  February,  have 
been  conir,:only  ieltCied  by  writers 
en  the  fidt  of  the  revoiuiion,  to  (hew 
the  fanguhiary  fanacicilm  of  fome 
among  the  cleigy.     It  has  been  laid 


a    hundred    and    thirty- eight,   the  that  the  peafants  marched  againft 

whole  number  of  the  bench,  became  Vannes  in  confequer.ce  of  an  incen- 

what    thtir  b'-ethren  confidered  as  diary  exhortation  fom  a  orielt  of  an 

apollates  :  and  at  the  head  of  thcfe  aJjcining  panlh,  wno  having  cele- 

was  M.  Brienne,  archbilhop  of  Sens,  brated  mafs,  gii'-n  his  congregation 

and  Cardinal  de    Lomenie,   whofe  the  crucifix  to  kifs,  and  pronounced 


fhort  admi'  iitration  had  b^m  mark- 
ed with  the  mod  defpotic  councils 
of  the  whole  reign,  and  ^vho  now 
had  the  bafenefs  to  claim  merit  for 
his  former  mealures:  as  having 
laid  the  foundation  of  the  revolu- 
tion. 

The  cxpuli-on  of  their  old  paf- 
fors,  many  of  them  venerable  in 
themfelves,  and  dear  from  long  in- 
tercourle,  could  not  but  make  ^  deep 
impreffion  on  the  pious  and  fei  ious 
of  every  defcripiion,  and  efpccially 


ablblutioii,  profaned  the  holy  rite 
wiiich  he  had  been  performing,  by 
bidding  them  go  and  maflacre  the 
encrr.ies  of  their  religion.  But  the 
original  authority  for  this  tale,  feems 
to  be  nothing  more  than  *  a  letter 
without  a  name,  in  a  public  print 
conducted  by  the  oppofite  parry  in 
Paris ;  and  the  traniadion  is  tnere 
dated  on  Sunday  the  I3rh,  which 
was  the  day  after  the  rioters  had 
been  finally  quelled.  The  real  fads, 
as  they  appeared  oa  the  difculSon 
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cf  them  before  the   national  afTem- 
biy,  were  to  the  following  efFed. 

*  The  inhabitants  of  many  pa- 
Tifhes  round'  Vannes  had  public 
meetings  fo  early  as  the  5  th  of  Fe- 
bruary, and  drew  up  remonflrances 
3T1  different  forms  againlt  the  late 
decrees.  In  particular  the  munici- 
pal otHcers  of  Sarzeau  addreffed  a 
letter  to  the  direftory  of  the  depart- 
ment, declaring,  after  a  very  calm, 
argumentative,  and  able  expoation 
of  their  reafons,  that  it  was  againft 
their  confciences  to  carry  the  law 
into  execution.  Other  meetings  be- 
ing fixed  for  the  7  th,  the  magif- 
trates  of  Vannes  fent  for  cannon 
from  L'Orient,  and  gave  notice  to 
the  national  guaids,  and  feme  com- 
panies of  the  Trirtt  regiment  of 
Walfh,  then  quartered  in  the  town, 
to  hold  thcmfelves  in  readinefs.  The 
pcafant?,  who  met  at  Bondon,  a  vil- 
lage very  near  the  city,  made  an 
application,  requeAing  leave  to  draw 
■up  their  petitions  unmclefted;  but 
about  a  hundred  and  fifty  of  them, 
having  foon  after  ccllcded  before 
the  houfe  where  the  direftory  of  the 
department    aflembled,    and    being 


there  joined  by  fome  fcholars,  an 
other  inhabitants  of  the  town,  the 
foldiers  were  ordered  to  difperfe 
them.  This  fervice  was  eafily  ef- 
fefted ;  and  the  peafants  in  their 
flight  left  behind  them  Petiiions 
drawn  up,  though  not  figned,  in 
the  names  of  no  lefs  than  twenty  of 
the  neighbouring  commonalties.  Ir- 
ritated by  the  treatm.ent  which  they 
had  received,  they  returned  on  the 
1 2th,  to  the  number  of  twelve  or  fif- 
teen hundred,  two  hundred  of  whom 
had  lire  arms  indeed,  but  loaded  with 
fhot  inilcad  of  ball.  On  the  other 
hand  the  national  guards  of  feveral 
neighbouring  towns  had  been  called 
to  the  aid  of  the  magillrates.  Ne- 
verthelefs  a  large  body  of  the  pea- 
fantry  ilood  with  firmnels  the  charge 
of  the  dragoons,  and  wounded  four 
of  the  foldiers,  but  after  fuffering 
feverclv  th'emfelves,  were  broken 
and  finally  difperi'ed. 

When  the  report  was  made  to  the 
national  afTembiy,  the  letter  from 
the  municipal  oihcers  of  Sarzeau,  to 
the  direftory  of  the  department,  was 
feledei  as  the  moH  f  obnoxious 
paper.     It  was  dillinguiihed  by  fpe- 


*  Tills  account  is  principally  extracled  from  the  prcxres-vcibal  of  the  municl- 
paiity  of  Vannes,  and  other  documents  reported  to  the  alTembly  by  tl'.eir  committees, 
and  from  their  decree  of  the  14th  of  February.  Ste  the  Mcniteurs  of  the  15th  and 
ai!l  of  Ftbiuary,  and  the  proces-verbal  of  theaffcnibly. 

-f-  That  the  reader  may  be  able  to  form  a  fair  jiulgment,  we  (hall  here  fubjoin  a 
faithful  tranllation  of  the  only  patTage  quoted  by  the  reporter  v.-ho  propofed  the  decree. 

*'  It  is  a  principle  that  no  man  ftiould  fwear  againft  his  confcience  and  judg- 
"  ment.  It  is  the  duty  of  every  prieft  never  to  tranlgrels  the  laws  of  the  church. 
*<  Now  In  point  of  fa£f  the  Pope  alone  can  give  or  refunie  fpiritual  pov/ers  ;  and  it 
«'  is  a  point  of  faith,  that  to  him  alone  it  belongs  to  feed  the  flieep  j  it  is  a  point  of 
**  faith,  that  the  ahfolution  given  by  a  pricft  is  null,  if  he  has  not  been  commilTioned 
'•  by  the  chinch.  The  decrees  contain  contrary  principles.  To  fiipport  thofe 
♦<  decrees,  or  fwear  to  do  it,  would  be  to  attack  the  true  faitli.  It  is  poiRble  with- 
"  out  violating  the  confcience  to  ex^£l  an  oath  in  regard  to  the  future,  and  to  de- 
*'  mand  that  there  (hould  be  a  promife  to  maintain  the  laws  which  (hail  be  decreed 
"  and  fanflioned  :  but  If  the  marriage  of  priefts  fliould  be  decreed,  and  divorces 
*'  granted,  or  if  an  afiembly  ihould  decide  not  to  receive  any  of  the  facrcmcnts 
*'  again,  ought  we  to  facrltice  religion  to  an  oath  ?  It  is  contrary  to  our  faith, 
"  judgment,  and  plain  f:nfc.  Noj  we  will  never  lend  ourfeln'cs  to  the  execution 
«'  of  fuch  a  law." 

cia] 
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cial  repreheniion  in   the   decree  of  to  defend  him  with  their  lives.     He 

the  aiTembly,  and  thole  magilb'ates  afluied    them    that    he    was    in  no 

were  not  only  fufpended    (as  was  danoer,  and  with  much  importunity 

certainly  proper  and  neceflary)  but  prevailed    upon    them    to  retire  to 

were  alfo  ordered  to  be  prolecuted  their  homes.  He  received,  however, 

before  the  tribunals  of  Vannes;  the  from  one  on  whom  !ie  could  depend, 

king  was  defired   to  fend  commif-  confidential    intelligence    that    the 

fioners  and  troops  to  the  place,  and  municipal    officers   of  Vannes  had 

the  bifhops  of  Vannes,  Treguier,  and  feut  a  detachment  of  armed  men  to 

St.  Pol  de  Leon  were  commanded  to  feize  him,  and  that  he  would  never 

be  in  attendance  on   the  aifembly.  be  fuffered  to  reach  the  bar  of  the 

The  biftiop  of  St.  Pol  had  alfo  been  aiTembly    alive.     In    this  iituation, 

marked  out  for  popular  vengeance  without  a  hope  of  being  heard  in  his 

by  the  municipality  of  Vannes,  be-  own  defence,  he  took  the  advice  of 

fore  the  laft  ferious  attack  on   the  his    friends;  and  in  the   following 

town:  it  had  been  publicly  declared  night,  during  one  ofthofe  tremen- 

by  them  on  the  7th,  that  "  if  a  drop  dous  florms  with  which  that  boiile- 

"  of  blood  were  fpilled,  he  ihould  rous  winter  was  vexed,  w^hen  no  liv- 

"  anfwer  it  with  his  life."  ing  creature  but  himfelf  ventured  to 

*  This  venerable  prelate  was  face  the  rude  fliock  of  the  elements, 
{prung  from  one  of  the  moll  ancient  he  took  his  laft  farevvel  of  his  own 
and  noble  families  of  his  province ;  roof,  and  fhortly  after  of  his  native 
a  man  of  irrepror.chable  morals,  un-  country.  Having  been  the  fport 
affected  piety,  and  adive  benevo-  of  tempefts  four  days  and  nights  ia 
lence,  who  for  twenty  years,  that  he  an  open  fmuggling-boat,  without 
had  filled  the  fee,  having  limited  fleep,  and  almoft  without  food,  unable 
himfelf  to  lefs  than  one  third  of  his  evesi  to  converle  with  the  com- 
annual  income,  had  expended  all  the  panions  of  his  perils,  he  at  length, 
reft  on  v/orks  of  charity,  in  which  reached  the  Cornllli  coa!l.  Since 
he  had  alfo  funk  the  whole  of  his  that  time  he  has  refiJed  in  this 
private  fortune.  His  epifcopal  re-  kingdom.  Noneof  his  unfortunate 
ildence,  which  he  feldom  quitted,  countrymen  have  been  fo  much  in. 
was  at  the  other  end  of  Brittany,  ar  the  view  of  the  public:  none  have 
the  dillance  of  150  miles  from  Van-  moredefervedor  acquired  theefteem 
nes,  and  fo  far  had  he  been  from  ex-  of  all  who  have  known  him. 
citing,  that  he  had  not  even  heard  The  aiTembly  had  fcarcely  taken 
of  the  late  difturbances,  till  he  re-  meafures  for  quieting  Brittany, 
ceived  the  decree  of  the  aftembly.  when  they  received  information  of 
Secure  in  his  innocence,  he  prepared  frefh  commotions  in  the  fouth,  at 
himfelf  to  obey  it.  But  no  iooner  Uzes  and  Nimes,  where  fome 
was  the  purport  of  it  known,  than  houfes  had  been  burnt,  one  perfon 
the  inhabitants  crowded  around  the  killed  on  the  fpot,  and  manv  more 
epifcopal  palace,  fupplicating  him  wounded:  the  fulTerers  having  been 
to  remain  with  them,  and  offering  principally  catholics,  efpecially  at 

*  See  Obfer'jations  du  Che-valter  de  la  Bintinaye,  p.  265  a  very  able  though 
fiiccindl  anlwer  to  the  general  charges  brought  againlt  the  king,  the  priells,  and  the 
jiobles  under  the  ancient  gov  ernraeDt. 

Name?, 
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Nimes,  mapy  of  tha%  perfuafion  took 
alarm,  and  about  eight  thouf:.nd  of 
them,  formed  a  fort  of  camp  near 
Jales,  which,  for  fome  days,  ex- 
cited confiderable  uneafmefs.  This 
account  arrived,  while  the  aflem- 
bly  was  employed  upon  an  enquiry 
into  the  more  horrible  events  which 
had  filled  Nimes  with  blood  in 
the  preceding  year.  As  no  quef- 
tion  refpefting  the  troubles  in  any 
of  the  provinces,  was  fo  ably 
and  fully  difcuffed,  and  as  nona 
was  in  itfelf  of  greater  magnitude  in 
regard  to  the  atrocities  charged  by 
the  oppofite  parties  upon  each  other, 
this  feems  to  be  the  fairell  example 
for  determining  the  juftice  of  their 
mutual  criminations,  and  the  moral 
refponfibility  of  the  affembly  itfelf, 
for  the  confufions  and  (laughter  fo 
general  in  various  quarters  of  the 
kingdom.  Tt  will  be  neceflary  to 
afcend  to  the  origin  of  the  calamities 
which  we  are  to  relate ;  and  in  re- 
lating them  to  be  fomething  minute 
and  circumftantial.  But  it  is  judi- 
cious particularity,  that  gives  life 
and  truth  to  hillory  ;  and  the  reader 
will  have  the  advantage  of  beholding 
here  on  a  fmall  theatre,  every  part  of 
which  he  can  diftinftly  comprehend 
at  one  view,  no  unjuft  reprtfentation 
of  thewhole  French  revolution. 

*  The  city  of  Nimes  is  fituated 
in  tliat  part  of  France  where  the 


protcftajit  religion  formerly  made 
the  greateft  progrefs.  About  one 
fourth  of  the  inhabitants  were  pro- 
teftants, followers  ofCalvin;  and  they 
were  for  the  moft  part,  as  we  find 
the  Calvinifts  of  this  country,  engag- 
ed in  trade  and  manufadures,  eafy  in 
their  circumliances,  aflive  in  their 
difpofitions,  and  clofely  united  amon? 
themfelves.  Hence  they  obtained, 
and  kept  to  their  own  party,  the 
principal  fway  in  the  permanent 
council  which  governed  the  cityj 
nor  was  any  jealoofy  of  their  influ- 
ence entertained  by  their  fellow- 
citizens  of  tjie  catholic  communion; 
for  the  members  of  the  different 
churches  lived  together  in  harmony 
and  mutual  confidence.  It  was  their 
f  pride  to  be  the  countrymen  of  the 
conful  Villars,  who  with  the  aid  of 
Bertrand  du  Luc,  vicar- general 
during  the  vacancy  of  the  fee,  af- 
fembltd  all  the  citizens  on  the  de^ 
plorable  day  of  St.  Bartholomew,  in 
the  lall  century,  and  while  the  capir 
tal  and  provinces  were  flowing  with 
blood,  made  catholics  and  proteft- 
ants  fwear  to  live  as  friends  and  bro- 
thers at  Nimes. 

When  the  convocation  of  the 
Hates  general  was  fixed,  both deicrip- 
tions  of  citizens  were  equally  zea- 
lous in  what  they  believed  the  caufe 
of  liberty;  and  taking  the  white 
cockade,  as  the  iymbol  of  patriotifm 


*  The  greater  part  of  this  account  is  extrafled  froin  tlie  Co??ite  rer.du  les  iid  & 
23  Fevrler  a  I  Ajjemblee  nationale  aunomde  la  Munkipalife  de  Nifmes  par  M.  de 
Marguerites,  Maire  de Nijhics,  et  Depute  du  Department  du  Card,  the  icport  of  M. 
Alquier,and  the  documenls  annexed  to  the  id  volume  ot  affairs  roUiiqucs  du  Temps 
prefent  de  la  France.  The  Ccmpte  rendu  is  particulai  iy  i  elied  upon,  liecauie  it  re- 
ceived the  ftrongelt  teftimony  from  M.  Aiquier  the  reporter,  who,  though  what 
was  called  a  furious  patriot,  was  convinced  by  it.  The  Moniteur  is  remarkably 
fdent  upon  it,  giving  only  very  ftiort  extrafl?.  M.  Rubaut  St.  Etienne,  though  a 
principal  manager  on  the  tide  of  the  jacobin  club  aiNimes,  of  which  his  brother  was 
fecretary,  has  not  mentioned  it  in  his  hiltory  of  the  French  revolution. 

-|-  Deliberation  du  Confeil -general  de  la  Communis  de  Niiines,  dated  6th  May, 
1700,  and  printed  at  Marfeilles, 

in 
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in  the  month  of  November  1788, 
they  demanded  the  fuppreflion  of 
abufes,  and  carried  the  buft  of  the 
king  in  triumph.  Nor  did  the  elec- 
tion of  their  reprefentatives  difturb 
their  unanimity.  Some  of  each  reli- 
gion were  chofen;  and  the  inllruc- 
tions  for  all  were  drawn  up  in  com- 
moH,  containing  claufes  in  favour  of 
the  protefiants. 

At  that  remarkable  period,  in  July 
1789,  when  an  alarm  was  fpread  * 
in  one  and  the  fame  day  throughout 
all  France,  for  the  piirpofe  of  induc- 
ing the  citizens  every  where  to  arm, 
Nimes  formed  a  legion.  The  pro- 
teftants,  who  compofcd  the  bulk  of 
the  wealthy  clafs,  entered  in  the 
greateft  number,  efpecially  in  the 
cavalry;  and  all  the  field-officers 
were  of  their  connexion. 

The  legion  was  at  firfl  to  have 
confifled  of  24  companies  only,  but 
was  foon  augmented  to  34.  The 
poorer  clals  of  citizens,  who  confti- 
tuted  nearly  two  hfths  of  the  whole 
population  of  the  city,  and  who  were 
chiefly  catholics,  were  now  deiirous 
<)f  forming  among  themfelves  5  more 
companies,  all  of  whom  were  robuft 
and  hardy  men,  handicraftsmen  and 
labourers  in  the  fields,  and  moll  of 
whom  had  ferved  in  the  army.  But 
they  were  told  the  legion  already 
was  more  than  full.  They  offered 
the  command  of  the  new  companies 
to  protellants,  but  they  were  rejeift- 
ed;  they  then  eleded  catholic  cap- 
tains ;  and  at  length,  though  reluc- 
tantly, were  admitted  into  the  le- 
gion. 

Being  lliil  without  uniforms  or 
arms,  they  were,  after  much  diffi- 
culty, furnifhed  with  forty  mufkets 


of  the  worfl  fort  for  each  company: 
the  reft  of  the  men  were  armed  with 
pikes,  or  their  own  pitch-forks.  For 
uniforms  they  were  lefs  anxious: 
but  as  a  diiVmftive  badge  they 
took  the  red  tuft,  or  worlled  feather, 
which  was  worn  by  the  troops  of 
the  line,  and  had  been  previoully 
adopted  by  fome  other  companies 
of  the  legion  under  proteftant  offi- 
cers. The  companies  which  con- 
fifted  wholly  or  principally  of  pro- 
teftants,  wore  a  plume  of  white  fea- 
thers; and  hence  the  r^;/-//./// and  the 
iijhite  fcathgrs  became  party  names. 

When  the  time  came  to  eleft  a  nevr 
etat-major,  the  proteftants  were  not 
contented  with  a  lieutenant  colonel, 
a  major,  and  adjutant  general  in  their 
interelh,  but  they  infilled  on  a  colo- 
nel alfo,  and,  contrary  to  their  own 
regulation,  named  a  perfon  who  was 
not  even  of  the  legion.  The  cathe- 
lics  on  their  part  propofed  a  differ- 
ent candidate;  but  after  three  weeks 
of  contention,  not  without  feveral 
frays  among  the  volunteers,  the  ca- 
tholics offered,  and  the  protellants 
agreed  to  confer  the  colonelcy  on  M. 
Ducayler,  the  king's  commandant 
at  Nimes,  an  officer  of  merit,  uni- 
verfally  efteemedand  beloved.  The 
new  colonel  very  foon  found  himfelf 
obliged  to  fuggeft,  as  the  only  means 
to  preferve  the  peace  of  tl>e  town, 
that  "  all  the  legion  fhould  depofit 
"  their  arms  in  a  public  magazine, 
"  when  they  were  not  wanted  on 
"  daty."  The  catholic  captaini 
fupported  him,  but  the  protellants 
overruled  the  propofal;  they  refut- 
ed to  furrender  their  arms. 

The  feeds  of  civil  war  in  the  le- 
gion were  novv  amply  fown,  whcij 


•  This  is  a  flriklng  faft,  on  which  much  reliance  has  bsen  juRly  placed  by  xmnj 
I'ritcrs,  to  fliew  the  previous  concert  and  plot  that  cxilted  in  the  firft  events  of  the 


revolution 


projeft 
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a  projeft  of  the  democrntic  fa<5lion 
to  get  all  the  fortrefles  of  the  king- 
dom iato  their  hands  became  public ; 
and  the  citadel  of  Ninies  was  in  the 
lift.  The  catholic  companies  how- 
ever defeated  the  defign  by  appear- 
ing under  arms  (fuch  arms  as  they 
had)  and  declaring  that  they  would 
not  fuffer  any  perfon  to  take  poflef- 
iion  of  the  citadel  without  an  exprefs 
order  from  the  king.  From  that 
time  they  were  lavifhly  treated  with 
the  appellation  of  fanatics,  agents  of 
ariftocracy,  and  hirelings  armed  to 
overturn  the  conftitution. 

The  decrees  of  the  affembly,  grant- 
ing the  liberty  of  public  uorfhip  to 
all  fedlaries,  on  the  one  fide,  and  on 
the  other  fuppriffing  monafteries, 
and  making  various  changes  in  the 
national  church,  raifed  a  new  fer- 
mentation in  Nimes.  Some  of  the 
lefs  conliderate  pr\^teftants  were  fo 
much  elevated,  as  with  an  infulting 
air  of  triumph  to  point  out  the  con- 
"vents  and  churches  which  they 
meant  to  take  for  meeting-houfes ; 
an  indifcretion  by  which  they  irri- 
tated the  feelings  of  the  zealous  ca- 
tholics, and  efpecially  of  the  poor, 
who  had  experienced  much  relief 
from  the  monallic  ellablifhments 
there,  and  in  a  m.anncr  depended  upon 
them  for  their  exiftence.  The  pro- 
teftants  were  confidered  as  infolent 
and  domineering:  the  dodlrine  of 
equality,  of  which  they  had  been  the 
great  teachers  in  the  fouth,  was  turn- 
ed againft  themfelves. 

In  this  flate  of  the  two  parties, 
came  on  the  election  of  the  firft  mu- 
nicipality to  replace  the  old  perma- 
nent council.  The  proteftants  de- 
manded that  one  half  of  the  muni- 
cipal officers,  including  the  mayor, 
lliould  be  chofen  from  among  them ; 
while  the  catholics  would  only  con- 
fent  to  allow  them  a  numbur  in  pro- 


portion to  their  population.  The 
ballot  for  the  mayor  was  the  trial  of 
ftrength  ;  and  M.  Marguerites, 
though  abfent,  and  againft  his  de- 
clared wifti,  was  chofen  by  fo  great 
a  majority  that  the  proteitants  per- 
ceived their  miftake,  entered  into  a 
negociaiion,  and  were  ultimately  fa- 
tisfied  to  have  five  of  the  municipali- 
ty. In  confequence  one  proteftant  was 
eleftedat  the  firft  fcrutiny, but  on  ex- 
amining the  lifts  the  catholics  difco- 
vered  fome  unfair  managements  of 
their  opponents.  1  he  agreement 
therefore  was  confidered  by  them  as 
broken,  and  all  the  other  municipal 
officers  were  taken  from  the  catholics. 
Defeated  in  their  firft  objed  of 
carrying  the  eleftions  of  the  muni- 
cipality, about  two  hundred  of  the 
principal  prcteftants  who  had  been 
moft  ccnfpicuous  in  the  combination, 
foon  after  founded  a  jacobin  club, 
under  the  cuftomary  title  of"  Friends 
"  of  the  CcTtjUtutiofi,'''  to  watch  and 
controul  that  power  which  they 
could  not  obtain  for  themfelves. 
They  prefently  drew  to  them  fome 
catholics  of  difappointed  ambition, 
cr  of  violent  principles.  They  next 
tampered,  through  the  captains, 
with  the  legion,  and  though  they  did 
not  fucceed  to  the  utmoft  of  their  ex- 
peflations,  they  had  fixteen  or  fe- 
venteen  companies  devoted  to  their 
caufe.  Attempts  were  alfo  made 
by  them  to  corrupt  the  regiment  of 
Guienne,  then  in  garrifon  at  Nimes. 
At  the  fame  time  they  cftablilhed 
a  correfpondencc  with  the  other  ja- 
cobin clubs,  and  with  the  whole  pro- 
teftant party  in  the  fouth  ;  efpecially 
with  the  municipalities  and  national 
guards  of  thofe  neighbouring  towns 
and  villages  where  the  proteftants 
had  the  Tuperiority.  One  of  the 
leading  members  in  the  new  club 
was  M.  Rabaut  Dupui,  brother  of 
M.  Rabaut 
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M.  Rabaut  de  St.  Etienne,  a  deputy 
from  Nimes  to  the  ftates-general, 
and  the  hillorian  of  the  revolu- 
tion. 

The  promotion  of  the  latter  to 
the  prcfidency  of  the  national  alVem- 
bly  in  April  1790,  was  a  moment  of 
the  greateft  exultation  to  his  coun- 
trymen of  the  fame  civil  and  reli- 
gious  opinions:  but  a  malignant  ufe 
was  made  of  it,  to  inflame  them 
againll  the  Catholics  by  calumnious 
falfehoods.  Incendiary  pamphlets 
were  circulated  in  profufion,  de- 
claring, widiout  the  lenll  foundation 
in  truth,  that  the  affembly  had  been 
libelled  at  Nimes  in  the  grofTeil 
terms,  for  patting  a  Protellant  in  the 
chair;  and  that  the  next  morning 
four  Proteftants  had  been  found 
murdered  there.  In  confequerice  of 
thefe,  and  other  fuch  mifreprefenta- 
tions,  letters  of  public  menace  were 
received  at  Nimes  from  St.  Hypo- 
lite,  Alais,  and  Vezenobre;  one  of 
which,  dated  the  15  th  of  April,  an- 
nounced the  arrival  of  1 2,000  fturdy 
Ce vends  well-armed,  to  chaiHfe 
thoi'e  whom  they  called  the  enemies 
©f  the  conftitution. 

The  Catholics  on  their  part  held 
a  public  meeting  on  the  20th,  when 
they  drew  up  a  petition  and  two  ad- 
drefl'es  to  the  king  and  the  national 
afiembly.  After  expreffing  their 
fenfe  of  the  anarchy  which  affiifted 
the  country,  and  their  refpedl  for 
the  affembly,  they  prayed  that  the 
Catholic  faith  ihould  be  declared 
the  religion  of  the  Itate,  and  alone 
have  the  honours  of  public  worfhip ; 
that  all  ecclefiaftical  reforms  Ihould 
be  made  in  a  general  council;  that 
the  king  Ihould  be  put  in  pofTeflion 
of  the  executive  power,  according  to 
the  decree  of  the  13th  of  September; 
arid  that,  to  prevent  all  future  objec- 


tion, he  Ihould  revife  and  fanftioa 
anew  the  decrees  paffed  fmce  his  re- 
fidence  in  Paris.  Six  thoufand  per- 
fons  are  faid  to  have  figned  this  pe- 
tition, and  when  it  was  fent  away, 
numbers  were  every  inftant  coming 
to  add  their  names.  It  was  not, 
however,  formally  communicated  till 
eleven  days  after  to  the  municipal 
officers,  who  were  in  the  mean  tim» 
occupied  on  meafures  "  tending  to 
"  recall  the  citizens  of  Nimes  to 
"  fentiments  of  brotherly  union, 
**  and  inviting  them  to  enjoy  ia 
"  peace  the  blefllngs  of  the  con- 
"  llltution."  Among  other  things, 
they  were  concerting  with  the  offi- 
cers of  the  legion  the  form  of  a  procla- 
mation to  prohibit  the  white  cockade, 
which  was  become  obnoxious,  though 
it  had  not  then  been  forbidden  by 
any  public  authority. 

All  this  time  there  *  ran  a  rumour, 
at  leaft  among  the  Protellant  party, 
that  a  ferious  tumult  was  to  be  ex- 
peded  on  the  2d  of  May.  On  that 
day  a  Proteftant,  named  Barry,  who 
was  a  fubaltern  officer  of  the  legion, 
gave  an  entertainment  to  the  fubal- 
terns  and  foldiers  of  the  regiment  of 
Guienne ;  and  going  in  the  evening 
with  fbme  of  his  guefts  to  the  public 
walks,  began  to  fulfil  what  he  himfelf 
among  others  had  foretold,  by  at- 
tacking and  wounding  feveral  of 
the  peaceable  citizens,  equally  thofe 
who  wore  the  tri-coloured,  and  thofe 
who  wore  the  white  cockade.  At 
the  fame  time  arrived  fome  other 
volunteers,  belonging  to  the  fame 
company  of  the  legion,  who  had 
given  fimilar  entertainments;  ztx^ 
they  too  joined  in  the  outrages. 
The  perfons  wounded  and  infulted 
by  them  were  all  Catholics;  and  it 
was  afTerted,  that  feveral  women 
gave  money  to  the  foldiers,  and  were 


V 


^  Addrefs  of  the  club  to  tlie  national  ^fTeinblyi. 
OL.  XXXf  ir  [C]  '  heard 
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heard  calling  to  them,  "  Courage  ! 
"  the  tlay  is  ours  !  down  with  thofe 
"  Catholics  I" 

The  municipal  officers,  as  foon 
as  they  received  the  intelligence, 
flew  to  the  fpot,  and  finding  the 
affailants  then  in  danger  of  being 
overwhelmed  by  a  fhower  of  Hones 
from  the  multitude,  interpofed  to 
proteft  them,  and  reftored  tranquil- 
lity ;  but  the  members  of  the  club 
were  very  differently  employed. 
One  of  the  *  principal  leaders  a- 
mong  them  was  bufy  in  exciting 
the  foldiers  at  the  barracks,  by 
telling  them  that  their  comrades 
were  murdered,  urging  them  to 
revenge,  and  promifing  them  fup- 
port  ;  while  another  was  crying 
aloud  before  the  town-houfe,  that 
"  now  was  the  time  to  rtick  the 
"  mayor's  head  on  a  bayonet." 
Four  of  the  companies,  under  the 
immediate  influence  of  the  club, 
came  armed,  without  receiving  any 
order  for  the  purpofe,  juft  after  the 
magiflrates  had  put  an  end  to  the 
difturbance. 

During  the  night  all  was  quiet, 
though  for  precaution  the  patroles 
and  guards  were  doubled.  The 
next  day  the  mayor  was  informed 
of  circular  letters  having  been  fent 
to  raife  the  country  of  Gardon- 
nengue  againfi  Nimes,  and  an  offer 
was  made  to  feize  the  meflenger, 
and  get  poifelTion  of  the  difpatches ; 
but  the  mayor  on  deliberation  re- 
ceded fuch  a  mode  of  obtaining 
evidence,  and  contented  himfclf 
with  placing  fentinels  to  give  an 
alarm     if  any   troops    (liould   ap- 


proach from  that  quarter.  One  of 
the  Proteflant  volunteers,  named 
Larnec,  was  tne  fame  day  deteftcd 
in  giving  orders  to  a  gunfmith  for 
two  hundred  ball  cartridges;  and  a 
crowd  being  accidentaily  coliefted 
in  the  evening,  while  ths  mayor 
was  exhorting  chem  to  retire,  a 
Protefiant  fired  two  piflo's,  which 
wounded  a  foldier  and  much  ex- 
aiperated  the  multitude.  The 
mayor  would  that  night  have  pro- 
claimed martial  law,  bat  the  llate 
of  the  regiment  of  Guienne  msde 
the  olhcers  difTuade  the  meafure. 
The  next  morning,  however, 
brought  new  alarms,  the  regiment 
was  better  difpofed,  and  the  pro- 
clamation took  place.  Happily 
the  exertions  which  he  and  his 
colleagues  never  ceafed  to  make, 
for  producing  a  perfeft  reconcilia- 
tion, foon  after  fucceeded,  and  the 
event  was  celebrated  the  fame  day 
by  a  public  proceflion.  The  mo- 
ment was  critical ;  for  it  fubfe- 
quently  appeared,  beyond  a  doubt, 
that  the  Proteftants  in  the  neigh- 
bouring towns  and  villages  were 
then  muftering  their  flrength,  and 
arranging  their  plan  of  operations 
againll  Nimes.  Indeed  one  of  the 
Proteflant  party  was  fo  imprudent  as 
to  fay  publicly,  that,  nctwithlland- 
ing  the  peace,  four-and-twenty 
hours  would  (hew  the  pad  to  have 
been  no  m.ore  than  a  little  rehear- 
fal ;  and  in  the  evenino;  of  the  5  th, 
Icveral  llrangers  dreffd  as  national 
guards  arrived  in  the  fkirts  of  the 
town.  Finding  the  aftual  Hate  of 
things,  they  departed  as  they  came  ; 


•  This  important  faiTt  was  proved  by  the  ilepofitions  of  the  cfHcers  of  the  regi- 
ment, and  others,  \iho  were  marke.i  out  for  particular  piorcription  in  the  fu'olequent 
maffacre  of  June.  That  which  follows  was  one  of  the  fails  afterwards  denounced 
by  the  m^giftratcs,  to  which  they  produced  witnefles,  but  could  not  get  them  ex- 
amined. 

but 
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biit  many  thoufands  were  dill  in 
readinefs,  and  ammunition  was  pro- 
vided for  them  to  aft  oh  the  iirft 
renewal  of  the  flighteft  dillurb- 
ance. 

The  municipal  officers,  as  foon 
as  they  had  finally  reftored  'harmo- 
ny, fent  an  account  of  it  to  the  na- 
tional afTembly,  and  by  the  fame 
poft  the  Jacobin  club  diipatched  an 
accufation  againft  them,  for  not 
having  proclaimed  martial  law  foon- 
er,  and  for  having  endargercd  the 
peace  of  the  city  by  proclaiming  it 
when  they  did :  forgetting,  how- 
ever, (as  they  faid  in  a  letter  of 
apology  the  next  day)  to  infert  the 
folemn  re-eftablilhment  of  perfeft 
tranquillity,  of  which  they  fpoke 
with  great  furprize,  and  as  an  event 
beyond  their  comprehenfion.  In 
the  mean  time  the  affembly,  without 
paying  the  leaft  regard  to  the  offi- 
cial letter  of  the  lawful  magillrates, 
proceeded,  on  the  firll  letter  of  the 
club,  to  order  the  mayor  to  the 
bar,  that  he  might  give  an  account 
of  his  own  conduft,  and  that  of  his 
eolleagucs.  He  received  the  noti- 
fication of  this  decree,  while,  for 
that  very  conduft,  his  fellow  citi- 
zens, and  the  foldiers  of  the  i,arri- 
fon,  were  following  him  with  Ihouts 
of  applaui'e  through  the  ftreets, 
and  in  crowded  theatres,  night  after 
night,  were  calling  to  the  players 
to  place  a  civic  crown  upon  his 
head. 

The  primary  a/remblies  of  the 
city  were  now  to  be  holden,  for  the 
purpofe  of  choofing  forty,  three 
eleftors  for  the  department,  agree- 
able to  a  regulation  of  the  new 
conftitution.  Fifteen  of  the  muni- 
cipal body  were  chofen  by  a  majori- 
ty, which  clearly  proved  how  high 
they  Hood  in  the  eilimation  of  their 
ffellow-citizens ;  yet  fo  moderately 


did  they  and  the  reft  of  the  Catho- 
lic party  ufe  their  influence,  that, 
notvvithllanding  the  late  events, 
fo  near  producing  the  moft  fatal 
confequences,  twelve  Proteflants 
(more  than  a  juft  proportion  on. 
the  wh.'le  number  eleded)  were 
returned.  On  the  other  hand,  the 
Protelb.nt  party  was  indefatigable 
in  diftributing  all  over  the  neigh- 
bouring towns,  publications  of  the 
moft  inflammatory  nature  agaiufl: 
the  municipal  officers,  and  the  great 
body  of  the  citizens  whom  they 
reprefented  on  all  occaflons  as  ene- 
mies to  the  liberties  of  their  coun- 
try. In  confequence,  the  life  of  the 
mayor  was  more  than  once  in  dan- 
ger on  the  road  to  Paris,  whither 
he  went  in  obedience  to  the  dscree 
of  the  aflembly.  .         . 

Viftorious  as  the  club  and  its 
adherents  now  were  over  the  mu- 
nicipality, by  the  fupport  which 
their  accufation  had  found  in  the 
national  aflembly ;  aflured  of  pow- 
erful and  prompt  affiftance  from 
the  armed  force  of  the  neighbour- 
ing towns,  and  unchecked  by  the 
firmnefs  and  vigilance  of  the  mayor, 
whom  they  had  fent  as  a  delinquent 
to  Paris,  they  were  in  a  fnuation 
to  execute  what  they  had  before 
attempted  in  vain.  They  were 
encouraged  too  by  the  prefence  of 
the  committee  of  eledors  for  the 
department,  who,  from  the  prepon- 
derance of  the  Proteflants  in  the 
furrounding  fedions,  were  princi- 
pally of  that  party,  and  who,  to  the 
great  difqiiiet  of  the  inhabitants, 
manifefted  a  marked  preference  of 
the  "  white-feathcrs." 

The  behaviour  of  thcfe  Proteftant 
companies,  in  one  inftance,  excited 
much  jealoufy  and  fear.  On  a 
great  fellival  of  the  Roman  church, 
the  municipality  defired  the  major 
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of  the  legion  to  have  fix  hundred  mitted,  only  two  witnefTes  out  of 
men  ready  for  the  purpofe  of  form-  twenty-one  named,  had  been  ex- 
ing  patroles,  and  lining  the  llreets  amlned  before  the  middle  of  June, 
through  which  the  holy  procefTion 
was  to  pafs;  and  at  the  fame  time 
to  prohibit  all  the  other  volunteers, 
not  on  duty,  from  appearing  with 
their  arms,  under  any  pretence 
whatever.  But,  inftead  of  obferv- 
ing  this  wife  precaution,  he  alTem- 
blcd  the  whole  legion ;  and  the  Pro- 
tellant  companies,  in  confequence 
of  written  orders  from  their  offi- 
cers, came  fully  armed,  and  with 
their  pieces  loaded,  while  the  Ca- 
tholic companies  were  wholly  with- 
out ammunition,  which  occafioned 


while  the  accufation  of  their  ad- 
verlaries  was  pufhed  forward  with 
the  greateft  zeal. 

The  petition  of  the  Catholics  on 
the  20th  of  April  preceding,  wa? 
the  fubjeft  of  much  clamour  from 
their  enemies.  The  petitioners 
met  therefore  again  on  the  ift  of 
June;  and  expre'hng  their  appre- 
henfion  that  they  fhould  foon  fee 
all  property  deftroyed,  and  the 
nobility,  clergy,  and  magilbacy 
exterminated,  declared,  in  the  moft 
unequivocal  terms,  that  their   ob- 


a  murmur  among  them,  that  the  jeft  was,  not  the  abfirrd  fcheme  of 
orders  given  to  the  other  companies  a  counter-revolution,  but  a  defire 
were  a  plot  for  their  deftruftion.  of  clearly  manifefting  their  wifhes 
The  breach  between  the  «'  white-  for  the  accomplifhment  and  confo- 
feathers,"  and  the  "red-tufts,"  now  lidation  of  the  confiitution,  as  the 
became  every  day  wider  and  more  only  remedy  for  the  exiiling  a- 
public.  The  former,  gay,  rich,  and  narchy  :  and  with  this  explanation 
handfomely  accoutred,  ridiculed  the  they  adhered  to  their  former  ad. 
mean  appearance  of  the  latter,  who.  In  their  addrcfs  to  the  national 
in  their  turn,  looked  w  ith  the  con-  afTemWy,  they  particularly  noticed 
tempt  of  veterans  on  the  Ihew  and  two  points  of  crimination  urged 
fplendour  of  parade  foldiers.  againil   them;    the    circulation   of 

An  enquiry  into  the  late  difor-  their  petition,  and  their  propofal 
Uers,  which  was  inlHtuted  at  Nimcs  for  a  revifion  of  the  decrees  by  the 
on  the  10th  of  May,  increafed  the  king.  To  the  firft  they  anfwered, 
animofity  of  the  contending  par-  that  fuch  hai  been  the  cullom  un- 
ties. The  profecution  was  carried  der  what  was  called  the  reign  of 
on  in  a  manner  faid  to  be  very  un-  the  minillers ;  and  to  the  fecond, 
fair  towards  the  municipal  officers,  that  tliey  had  copied  the  very 
as  the  inembers  of  the  club  were  words  ufed  by  the  national  afiem- 
almoft  exclufively  the  witneffes  bly  only  twenty-one  days  before, 
produced  by  the  law-ofiicer  of  the  The  time  was  now  come  for  the- 
crown,  who  had  been  appointed  in  fuperior  officers  of  the  legion  to  be 
the  time  of  the  old  permanent  changed.  The  municipality, fearing 
council,  and  was  in  the  interefts  of  the  confequences  at  that  moment, 
their  party.  The  magiftrates  of-  applied  to  the  national  allembly  for 
fered  a  denunciation  on  their  own  fome  arrangement  by  their  autho- 
part;  but  the  reception  of  their  rity  to  fecure  the  peace  of  Nimes; 
charge  was  refilled  as  long  as  it  and  the  mayor,  M.  Marguerite*, 
could  be,  on  various  pretences  of  was  dcfued  by  the  committee  of 
ferm,  and  when  at  laft  it  was  ad-    the  conliitution,  to  fettle  a  plan  ia 

coocers 


HISTORY    OF    EUROPE.       [lOi 


concert  with  M.  Rabaut  St.  Etienne ; 
but  when  he  thought  it  concluded, 
he  was  furpriz^d  to  be  told  by  M. 
Etienne,  that  the  committee  of  en- 
quiry had  taken  the  affairs  of  Nimes 
entirely  upon  itfelf.  In  confe- 
quence,  the  command  of  the  legion 
was  in  the  hands  of  M.  Aubry,  who 
was  prefident  of  the  Jacobin  club. 

Such  was  the  liate  of  Nimes  on 
the  1 2th  of  June,  when,  according 
to  the  eftabliQied  rotation,  the  red- 
tufts  ended,  and  the  white-feathers 
began  their  turn  of  duty.  On  that 
day  it  was  remarked,  that  feveral 
of  the  leaders  among  the  Proteflants 
removed  their  children  from  the 
different  feminaries  of  education 
there.  The  next  morning  every 
thing  was  apparently  tranquil,  as 
tranquil  at  leafl:  as  it  had  for  fome 
time  been  in  that  devoted  city ; 
but  in  the  neighbouring  country  of 
the  Cevennes,  Gardonnengue,  and 
Vaunage,  the  national  guards  had 
notice  to  be  in  readinefs  for  march- 
ing to  Nimes,  and  in  the  afternoon 
feveral  legions  were  on  the  road  to 
affift  the  patriots,  who  were  faid  to 
be  fuffering  perfecution  and  mur- 
der, though  at  the  time  there  was 
not  the  leaft  difturbance.  There 
had  indeed  occurred  fome  circum- 
ftances  of  fulpicion  and  alarm,  but 
thefe  were  all  upon  the  other  fide. 
The  municipal  oftivers  obferved 
traces  of  gun -powder  fcattered  in 
the  great  hall  of  the  town-houfe. 
They  aiked  one  of  the  volunteers 
by  whofe  order  the  company  had 
loaded  their  arms ;  and  the  man, 
in  very  abufive  language,  an- 
fwered,  that  it  was  nothing  to  them. 
The  firft  company,  to  which  be- 
longed the  volunteers,  who  on  the 
2d  of  May  had  begun  the  attack 
on  the  unarmed  citizens,  was  then 
upon  guard ;  and,  without  any  ap- 


parent caufe,  they  had  tripled  the 
guard,  and  doubled  all  the  pa- 
troles. 

At  the  rifing  of  a  council,  when 
only  three  of  the  municipal  officers 
remained  to  examine  the  accounts 
of  the  city,  about  half  after  fix, 
fome  volunteers  came  with  a  com- 
plaint, that  a  threatening  note  had 
been  brought  to  the  dragoons 
on  guard  at  the  epifcopal  palace. 
The  magiftrates  enquired  for  the 
note,  that  they  might  punifh  the 
author  or  bearer;  but  neither  the 
note,  nor  the  mcfienger,  could  ever 
be  produced.  Two  of  the  munici- 
pal officers,  however,  putting  on 
their  fcarfs,  the  badges  of  their 
authority,  went  to^vards  tl>j  fppt, 
and  as  they  pafied  along  heard  fe- 
veral fhots  fired.  When  they  ar- 
rived they  found  the  dragoons  en- 
gaged with  fome  volunteers  of  the 
legion,  the  latter  armed  only  with 
their  f;\bres,  the  former  having  alfo 
their  carbines.  The  two  parties 
mutually  complained ;  one,  that  a 
volunteer  had  been  confined  and 
ill  treated,  and  when  they  came  to 
claim  him,  that  they  had  been  fired 
upon,  and  feven  of  their  number 
killed  or  wounded;  the  other,  that 
they  had  been  infulted  and  me- 
naced. The  combatants  increafed 
on  both  fides ;  the  company  on 
guard  joined  the  dragoons,  and 
fome  of  the  volunteers  of  the  red 
tuft  armed  ihemfelves  as  fall  as  they 
could.  The  municipal  ofncers  did 
their  utmoll  to  efled  a  reconcilia- 
tion ;  but,  going  among  the  dra- 
goons with  this  view,  would  have 
certainly  been  cut  down,  had  it 
not  been  for  the  interpofition  of  a 
lieutenant. 

At  length,  by  ordering  the  gates 
to  be  Ihut  on  the  dragoons,  one  of 
the     magiftrates,    who    remained 
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within,  while  his  colleague  was  em- 
ployed in  perfuading  peace  without, 
put  an  end  to  the  battle.  But  the 
dragoons  forced  open  the  gates 
:again,  and  the  firing  was  inftantly 
■renewed.  The  dragoons  foon  af- 
ter quitted  their  poll,  and  marched 
to  the  tovvn-houfe,  where  the  m^jor 
publickly  reviled  the  municipality 
in  very  indecent  terms. 

In  the  mean  time  a  detachment 
0/  the  company  on  guard  had 
found  the  Abbe  Belmont  alor.e  at 
the  town-houfc.  They  told  him  to 
proclaim  martial  law.  He  would 
have  excused  himfelf  from  it,  as  an 
a£l  requiiing  a  council  of  his  col- 
leagues, and  in  itfelf  peculiarly  un- 
fuited  to  his  chara>5ler.  But  no 
arguments  could  prevail.  He  was 
(Compelled  himfi:lf  to  carry  the  red 
flag,  and  forced  along  with  menaces 
and  co.irfe  jelts,  till  they  got  with- 
out the  city  to  an  open  place  where 
fome  of  the  red-tufts  had  hallily 
allembleJ,  chiefly  armed  with  fa- 
l)res,  though  a  few  had  mufkets 
alfo.  A  fcattered  fire  immediately 
began  on  both  fidss.  The  Abbe 
was  now  brought  to  the  front; 
and,  with  ill  treatment  of  every 
kind  (one  blow  between  the  fliould- 
ers  with  the  butt-end  of  a  mufeet 
having  made  him  vomit  blood)  he 
was  forced  to  advance  alone  with 
the  red  flag  towards  the  adverfe 
party.  When  he  arrived  among 
them,  as  he  was  addrefiing  them  for 
the  purpofe  of  inducing  them  to 
lay  down  their  arms,  the  blood 
gulhed  from  his  mouth.  His  audi- 
tors, who  had  before  vvitnelTed  the 
violence  ufed  towards  him,  declared 
that  they  would  not  fuffer  him  to 
return  to  thofc  who  had  fo  outraged 
Jiim  in  their  fight:  they  would 
efcort  him,  they  laid,  where  proper 
care  Ihould  be  talccn  of  him.     They 


did  fo,  though  againfl;  his  will,  arid 
afterwards  attended  him  to  the 
houfe  cf  a  municipal  officer,  where 
they   left    him,    but    detained  the 

The  two  other  municipal  officers, 
who  went  on  the  firil  intelligence 
of  the  original  fray  to  make  peace, 
having  rejoined  each  other  at  the 
town-houfe,  refolVed,  with  the  com- 
mandant of  the  place,  to  proclaim 
martial  law.  Jult  at  this  moment 
a  Catholic,  who  had  efcaped  from 
the  fury  of  his  alTaffins,  fought  for 
fafety  there,  but  was  butchered  in 
the  council-room,  almoll  under  the 
eyes  of  the  magiilrates  who  in  vain 
endeavoured  to  proleft  him.  Fif- 
teen of  the  Catholic  companies  who 
were  under  arms,  heard  of  this  hor- 
rid barbarity,  y^t  did  not  ftir  to 
revenge  it.  They  waited  for  or- 
ders to  aft  agreeably  to  their  duty, 
for  the  general  protedUon  of  the 
public  peace,  but  no  orders  were 
given  to  them.  The  major  put 
the  Prcteflant  companies  only  in 
motion. 

As  this  force  v/as  paffing  along 
with  a  fecond  red  flag,  for  the  pro- 
clamation of  martial  law,  it  was 
difcovered  that  fome  men  were 
entrenched  behind  the  city  ram- 
parts, and  an  old  tower  connedled 
with  them.  Immediately  one  of 
the  efcort  fired;  and  thence  a  fcat- 
tered difchargc  began  and  conti- 
nued on  both  fides,  notwithftand- 
ing  all  poffible  efforts  of  the  muni- 
cipal officers,  till  at  length  one 
volley  put  the  efcort  to  flight.  The 
conquerors  then  poHefTed  them- 
felves  of  the  flag,  and  the  perfon  of 
M.  Ferrand,  one  of  the  magi- 
ftrates,  whom,  however,  they  foon 
fuuered  to  depart.  On  his  rcmon- 
fliradng  with  them,  and  endeavour- 
ing to  perfuade  them  to  lay  down 

their 
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their  arms,  they  anrwered  him,  that 
"  they  hid  not  nken  up  a-ms  till 
"  they  had  been  attacked,  and  had 
"  fecn  many  of  their  comrades 
"  mu-dered." 

Tranquillity  was  now  reftored, 
and  lafted  during  a  great  part  of 
the  night ;  but  before  day-break 
intelligence  was  brought  that  the 
national  guards  of  the  circumjacent 
country  were  advancing  agninrt:  the 
cicv  in  great  numbers.  The  ma- 
gi'irates  refolved  to  meet  them, 
aiid  engage  then,  if  pofiible,  to 
wait  at  tie  avenues  of  the  city  with- 
out entering  it:  but  the  two  mem- 
bers of  the  municipality  who  went 
on  this  pacific  emL.'fly,  were  glad, 
after  repeatea  dangers,  to  elcape 
with  their  lives.  Learning  in  t.ie 
houfe  where  tn°y  UtA  fought  re- 
fuge, th'  t  an  unfortunate  man  had 
jult  before  been  maffacred  there 
under  fimilar  circumftances,  they 
made  their  way  over  the  garden- 
wall  into  the  cou;itry.  One  of  the 
two,  named  Vincent-Vals,  was  a 
Proteflant,  and  he  received  a  mef- 
fage  (hortly  after  that  he,  and  he 
only,  miglit  return  in  fecurity. 

In  the  courfe  of  the  following 
day  no  lefs  than  15,000  men  ar- 
riv<  d,  not  only  from  the  neighbour- 
hood, but  from  five  and  fix,  and 
even  ten  and  twelve  leagues  round; 
a  diftance  from  which  they  could 
not  have  been  fummoned  fubfe- 
quently  to  the  quarrel  of  the  pre- 
ceding evening.  They  came  al- 
moft  wholly  from  the  dillrifts  where 
the  Proteilants  had  the  fuperiority  : 
they  came  in  direft  contradi'ition 
to  a  decree  of  the  national  affem- 
bly,  without  the  requifition  of  the 


municipality  of  Nimes,  and  with 
an  exprefs  commifTion  to  bring 
away  the  heads  of  the  municipal 
offi  ers :  they  came  with  abandoned 
and  ferocious  women  as  followers, 
who  llripp?d  the  mangled  viftims, 
and  collected  the  fpoils.  Nimes 
now  fuifered  all  the  horrors  of  a 
city  t.iken  by  Ilorm.  In  the  hope  of 
lefllning  the  evils  of  civil  war,  the 
magiltrates  ordered  the  red-tufts, 
over  whom  alone  they  had  influence, 
to  furrender  their  arms.  In  gene- 
ral they  obeyed ;  but  being  thus 
deprived  of  all  iheans  of  refillance, 
they  were  attacked  with  increafed 
fury,  and  *  immolated  whereever 
they  were  met.  Three  days  alto- 
gether the  'laughter  raged,  but  at 
length  it  was  Hopped  by  the  firm^ 
nefs  of  the  national  guards  of  Mont- 
pelicr.  They  were  chiefly  Catho- 
lics ;  and  on  their  march  various 
endeavours  had  b' en  ufed  to  in- 
duce them  to  tu-n  back  :  one  while 
they  were  told  of  the  law,  though 
fo  many  other  detachments  had  al* 
ready  gone  without  a  requifition, 
and  then  they  weie  falfely  informed 
that  peace  had  been  rertored :  but 
when  they  arrived  and  difcovered 
the  truth,  they  declared  that  the;/ 
would  turn  their  arms  againll  all 
of  either  party  whom  they  (hould 
find  attempting  the  lives  of  their 
fellow  citizens.  This  refolute  de- 
meanour overawed  men  confcious 
of  guilt.  Wearied  with  carnage,  and 
laden  with  (poil,  the  principal  ac- 
tors in  thole  hideous  fcenes  retired 
with  flow  fteps  to  their  own 
homes. 

In  the  three  days  that  the  trou- 
bles laited,  the  houfes  or  the  fur- 


*  Les  rues  netoieni pas  fures  :  onpourfuit  les  poufj-rougest  on  les  immole  par-tout 
eu  Qtt  les  rencontre ;  is  the  account  coolly  given  by  the  commiflionera  of  the  ad- 
piiiiiftration  of  the  departnucnt. 
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nlture,  and  other  property  of  three 
hundred  perfons,  all  without  a  fin- 
gle  exception  Catholics,  were 
pillaged  and  demolifhed.  The  ef- 
fefls  of  the  Abbe  Bragoufe,  a  man 
eminent  for  piety  and  charity,  his 
furniture,  his  valuable  library,  and 
the  facred  Ornaments  of  the  church 
under  his  care,  all  were  deftroyed; 
but  the  houfe  itfelf  was  not  even 
damaged:  it  belonged  to  a  Protef- 
tant.     The  fame  difcrimination  was 


obferved  in  other  inllances.     When 
the  college,  like  many  other  pious 
foundations,   underwent   a   general 
pillage,  two  apartments  were  fpar- 
ed,  in  which  a  Proteftant  tradefmarv 
had  depofited  fonic  valuable  articles 
lately    purchafcd   by  him  at  Paris. 
On  the  hills   around    Nimcs  were 
nine  countiy  feats,  four  the  property 
of  Catholics,  and  five  of  Protellants. 
The  fields  and  grounc^s  btlonging 
to  them  ran  into  each  other  without 
a'"y    diftinguiCiing    boundary;    yet 
while  the  latter  were  untouched,  not 
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death   fatisfy  the  favage   fury   of 
their   affaflins ;   it  was  aggravated 
by  all    refinements  of  inhumanity. 
Some  bad  their  hands,  feet,  nofes, 
or  ears  lopped  away ;  others  were 
ripped    open,    and    their    entrails 
thrown    in    their    fiices    while    yet 
alive ;    one  man,   of  the  name   of 
Violet,  was    ftuck    by   the    throat 
upon  a  hook  at  a  butcher's  door, 
and  there  fuffered  to  hang  for  an 
hour  in  excruciating  pain,  till  his 
cries   extorted    death     from    thofe 
whom  nothing  could  move  to  com- 
paflion.     It  is  even  faiu  '.hat  there 
were  in  fiances    of   barbarities    ftill 
more    terrible,    which   would    not 
bear  to  be  related. 

To  robbery  and  murder  were 
alfo  added  facrilege  and  profana- 
tion. The  convent  of  the  capu- 
chins was  forced  :  the  doors  of 
every  place  brcken  open ;  the  fa- 
cred ornaments,  fome  ftolen,  feme 
fcattcrcd  about,  bearing  plain  in-r 
dicacions    of    the    wanton     irreve- 


a  vine,  not  an  olive,  not  a  tree  of    re^ce  with  which  they   had    been 


any    kind   in    the    former    efcaped 
without  injury. 

Of  the  Pjot^(>ants  not  more  than 
twtnty-ci^c  periihed;  ieven  of  whom 
fell  witiioer,  the  wails  by  t!ie  hands 
of  hofe  who,  hearing  of  the  maffa- 
cre  of  th  ir  relations  and   friends, 
thoug  :t  t'l  emfelvcs  jullificd  in  this 
cruel    retaliation.       Two   of    thefe 
unfortunate  fuife;ers  for  the  crimes 
of  others,  a  father  and  fon  of  the 
name  of  Maigre,  were  regretted  by 
the   good  of  all  parties.     Ai!   the 
reft  who  were  flaughtered  (and  the 
number  is  va'-iouily  calculated  from 
three  to  *  four  hundred)  were  Ca- 
tholics ;  twp  hundred  of  them  fa- 
thers of  families.     Nor  did  fimple 


treated;    t'.rte    lav-brethren     and 
five  ecclffia flics,  all  who  could  be 
found,  were  put  to  death.     One  of 
the  latter,  an  iniirm  old    man    of 
eighty -two,  ir.  .1  fick  bed,  was  hacked 
to  pieces  with  fab  res.     The  fate  of 
the  others  is  to  be  collected  from 
the    maiks   which    remained:    "    I 
"  faw  blood"  (fays   a  witnefs  who 
examined  the  convent  two  days  af- 
te')   "  in  feveral  of  the  cells,  be- 
-'  fore  the  door  of  the  facrifty,  in 
"  the   facrifty   itfelf,  in   the   choir 
"  and   tlie  church ;    as  well   as   a 
"  track  in  the  duil,  where  the  bo- 
"  dies  had  been  dragged  along  to 
"  be  thrown  into  the  crypt."     It 
is  related  f ,   that  one  of  thefe  un- 


•  Abb^  Barruel,  in  his  Hiftory  of  the  French  Clergy,  fays,  «*  nearly  ^00." 
^  AbbJ  Barruel, 

happy 
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happy  old  men  having  requefted  the 
indulgence  of  five  minutes  to  pre- 
pare himfelf  for  death,  his  execu- 
tioner, v.'ith  a  watch  in  one  hand, 
and  a  pillol  in  the  other,  flood  over 
him  as  he  knelt  at  the  altar,  count- 
ed out  the  minutes  to  him,  and  taen 
wiih  cool  cru'-h/  drew  the  trigger 
and  difpatched  him. 

When  thefe  afllifling  tales  were 
kncvvn   in  Paris,  a   new  decree  if- 
fue.l  direfting  an  enquiry  upon  the 
fpDt  into  the  whole  lubjecfl,  and  "  all 
"  ito  circumilarxes  and  dep;nden- 
"  cies."     Neverthelefs  the  denun- 
ciation  made    by    tiie    magiftrates 
ftil!  .-emained  a  dead  letter,  while 
that  of  the  c-'poilt^  pany.  rup::v.;red 
by  the  Jncobin  club  and  iti  adhe- 
rents, was  more  aflivelv  profecuted 
than    ever.     A    hu^.dr.^d    and   fifty 
Catholics  are  ^'lid  to  have  been  ar- 
bitrarily impriloiiCd  during  the  trou- 
bles,   ;ind    f.  me    infirm    old    men, 
crov^ded  tog  Either  without  n&cefiary 
accommodations,  to  have  died  from 
the   clofencls  of  the   coiiiinement ; 
many   hcl   from  profcription,   and 
were   not    permifted    to   retu^-n    in 
fafery;  th:;  fift;  en  compr.nies,  which 
had  taken   no  part  in  the  contefl, 
but  had  loii  many  of  their  number 
after   the  iui  ren  ier  of  tneir  arms, 
were   fup^^reiTed :    the  widows   and 
orphan?  of  tiie  murdered  demanded 
ju'iice  in  vain,  widle  the  fpoils  of 
the  viftims  were  oftentatioufly  ex- 
hibited  by  the  murderers ;  no   re- 
paration   was    everi   made   for   the 
damages     fuHained    in    regard    to 
proptirty ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  the 
direitory  of  the   department  tried 


to  throw  on  the  inhabitants  of  the 
city,  and  the  fufFerers  themfelves 
among  the  lefl,  the  whole  expences 
of  the  national  guards  from  the 
furrounding  country,  who  had  been 
the  principal  ini'iruments  of  evil. 
The  municipal  officers,  finding  all 
the  civil  and  military  power  of  the 
city  to  be  now  engrolTed  by  their 
adverfaries,  frequently  deiired  to  re- 
fign,  but  they  were  not  allowed: 
they  were  kept  to  be  formally  de- 
graded. 

It  was  while  the  Jacobin  club 
was  thus  em.ployed  at  Nimes,  ia 
improving  their  fangoinary  vidtory, 
that  th?y  wrote  *  a  letter  full  of 
afFcfled  philanthropy  to  the  Revo- 
lution Society  in  London,  calling 
themic-lves  friends  of  liberty  and. 
peace,  dcfiring  to  be  afiiliated,  and 
propofing  a  facred  union  betiveen 
the  two  nations  as  the  foundation 
of  uaiverfal  peace,  julHce,  and  hu- 
mnrdty.  Tae  fccicty,  in  return, 
profefi'"d  themfelves  to  be  highly 
honoured,  by  the  invitation  to  afliU 
in  li'^erating  the  whole  world,  and 
congravulated  iheir  correipondents- 
0:1  their  triumph  over  their  mo- 
Tiarch,  noblrs,  and  priefts,  with  fo 
little  bloodfhed,  as  on  a  fignal  mark 
of  divine  favour.  It  is  poffible, 
however,  that  at  the  time  of  their 
anfwer  they  knew  little  of  the  ac- 
tual hiftory  of  Nimes,  though  the 
difculCon  which  wt  are  gomg  to 
relate,  had  then  taken  place  in  the 
national  aflemb'y. 

A  report,  relative  to  the  affairs 
of  Nimes,  was  made  on  the  i6th  of 
February  by  M.  Alquier,  from   the 


•  See  the  letter,  dated  Nov.  14,  1790,  and  figned  byAubry  the  prefident,  who 
commanded  the  Pioteitant  companies  in  the  m-.fTicres  of  June,  Appendix  to  the 
Chronicle,  p.  *i38,  and  the  anlwer  which  follows,  dated  March  20,  1791, 
p.  *i}9.  Such  fentiments,  from  men  in  fuch  circumltances,  arc  of  all  things  the 
inoft  naufeating  to  a  found  moral  talk. 


committee. 
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committee  to  which  the  fabjeft 
had  been  referred.  It  was  whol- 
ly built  on  the  evidence  of  the 
members  of  the  club,  and  their 
adherents,  partially  taken  as  that 
was;  accufers,  as  the  principal 
witnefles  all  were,  cf  the  mu- 
nicipal officers  before  the  ria- 
tional  affembly  ;  and  perjured,  as  the 
committee  knew  many  cf  them  to 
be,  in  fwearing  to  the  repeated  pre- 
fence  of  the  mryor  at  a  new  club  at 
Is'imes,  which  did  not  open  till  the 
19th  of  May,  two  days  after  he 
had  returned  to  Paris,  and  retaken 
his  feat  as  a  member  of  the  legifla- 
ture.  On  the  other  fide,  it  omitted 
all  mention  ofno  lei's  than  thirty-two 
documents  highly  important  to  the 
jullificaticn  01  the  accufed.  M.  Al- 
quier  gave  a  long  \\i\  of  pamphlets, 
which  a  capuchin  friar  was  reported 
%o  have  circulated;  but  he  hurried 
over,  in  a  fingle  fentence,  the  eight 
murders  in  the  convent.  He  de- 
tailed no  circumflsnces  of  the  cruel- 
ties exercifed,  except  thofe  attend- 
ing the  deaths  cf  the  two  Protef- 
tants  of  the  name  of  Maigre.  "  In 
"  the  hillory  of  the  misfortunes  of 
•'  Mimes'*  (laid  he  in  conclu- 
fion)  "  you  will  find  the  traces  of 
"  fanaticifm  and  revolr,  amiclll  the 
"  movements  infeparable  from  a 
"  great  revolution."  Ke  then 
drew  a  ftriking  and  interefting  pic- 
ture of  the  brotherly  union  which 
Tcigned  there  between  the  Cathchcs 
and  Proteftants  fubfequent  to  the 
firft  llages  of  the  revolution ;  and 
added,  "  it  was  not  till  the  month 
«'  of  Noveniber  1789,  arid  it  muft 
"  be  conf^'fled,  it  was  not  till  the 
*'  epoch  of  your  decrees  as  to  the 
«  property  of  the  clergy,  that 
"  any  ferment  was  manifefted  at 
V  Nimes."    The  Proteftants,  it  was 
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admitted,  were  accufed  of  a  plot, 
and  the  Catholics  demanded  only  a 
fair  tri?,l,  and  oivered  to  adduce  their 
proofs ;  but  the  faft,  it  was  argued, 
was  not  probable,  and  an  inquiry, 
it  was  faid,  would  awaken  animo- 
fity,  and  difquiet  the  whole  country, 
as  tlvoufands  were  guilty,  and  prin- 
cipally llrangers.  It  was  propofed 
even  to  annul  all  the  proceedings 
at  Nimes,  on  which  the  repc.-t  it- 
felf  was  founded.  Some,  however, 
muft  be  punilhcd  for  the  fake  of  ex- 
ample, and  therefore  it  was  thought 
right  to  feltdt  for  profecution  the 
municipal  otncers,  and  thofe  volun- 
teers of  the  red  tuft  who  had  fired 
on  the  municipal  oiiicera  when  car- 
rying the  red  flag. 

The  projcifl  of  a  decree  to  that 
efFeft,  was  introduced  by  a  preamble 
ftating  the  grounds.  it  imputed 
to  the  municipality,  that  they  had 
favoured  the  troubles  by  permit- 
ting the  white  cockade  to  be  hoilU 
ed,  and  by  not  rep; effing  the  fedi- 
tious  purpofes  manifeued  in  the 
Catholic  petitions  of  the  20th  of 
April,  and  the  ift  of  June:  it  re- 
prefented  the  difr.flrous  events  of 
May  and  June  as  the  effeft  of  de- 
ceit, employed  by  the  enemies  of 
the  public  weal  to  miflead  tte  peo- 
ple; ard  it  afcribed  all  that  tol- 
lowed  to  thcfe  who  pievenied  mar- 
tial bw  from  being  proclaimed  on 
the  13th  of  June.  It  is  material  to 
obferve,  that  in  truth  this  preamble 
comprehended  nearly  all  the  merits 
of  the  queftion  at  ifl'uc  between  the 
two  parties. 

M.  Marguerites,  the  mayor  of 
Nimes,  was  called  upon  to  make 
the  defence  of  himfelf  and  his 
colleagues,  not  in  his  place  as  a 
mem-ber  of  the  aflembly,  but 
from  the  bar  as  an  accufed  per- 

fQn. 
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ion  *.  His  fpesch  Lifted  two  days. 
It  was  divided  into  four  parts.  He 
began  by  (hewing  the  partiality  of 
the  tribunal  at  Nimes,  which  h^.d 
taken  the  evidence  then  laid  before 
the  aflembly,  and  the  necelhty  of 
fending  the  queftion  to  fomc  other 
jurifdidion ;  he  confuted  the  par- 
ticular charges  of  the  Jacobins  a- 
gainft  the  municipality ;  and  in  the 
two  remaining  parts  gave  a  de- 
tailed narrative  of  the  events  of 
May  and  June.  The  whole  was 
an  irrefiftible  compofition  of  clofe 
argument  and  manly  eloquence, 
iuftained  in  every  part  by  evidence 
not  to  be  controverted.  He  de- 
manded a  fair  trial,  as  the  firft 
wifh  of  the  Catholics,  or  if,  on  ac- 
count  of  the  alarming  intelligence 
juft  received,  any  ulterior  difcuffion 
ihould  be  denied,  a  total  amnefty 
to  all,  together  with  reparation  to 
the  fufferers  at  the  public  expence, 
and  the  fecret  relHtution  of  all 
plunder  by  thofe  in  whofe  pofTefGon 
it  might  be. 

The  fuccefs  of  this  fpirited  aod 
able  defence  was  finguhr  in  the 
hillory  of  the  revolution.  As  foon 
as  M.  Marp-uerites  had  finiih- 
ed,  M.  Alquier  the  reporter  came 
up  to  him,  and  in  the  pre  fence  of 
feveral  members  declared  himfelf 
"  touched  to  the  quick  with  the 
"  arguments.  He  adhered  to  them 
**  (he  faid)  with  his  heart  and 
"  foul ;  and  if  he  were  not  obliged 
"  to  confult  the  committee  upon  it, 
"  he  would  immediately  mount  the 
'*  tribune,  and  avow  his  opinion  to 
*'  the  aflembly." 

When    the  queftion    was   again 


debated,  M.  Clermont  Tonnerre 
propofed  the  latter  alternative  of 
M.  ]Mar;juerltes,  a  general  am- 
nefty ;  M.  Cazales,  on  the  other 
hand,  infifted  that  a  court 'of  julHce 
fhould  pronounce  on  the  whole 
matter.  He  told  the  aflembly,  tliat 
they  had  too  long  been  indulgent 
to  atrocious  crimes,  under  the  gen- 
tle name  of  exxefles,  and  he  held 
up  to  them  tlie  charaCler  of  Crom- 
well as  worthy  of  their  imitation, 
at  leaft  in  one  refpefl:,  that  he  was 
fevere  in  juftice.  "Publicvengeance" 
(he  added)  "  alon-?  has  the  power, 
"  alone  has  the  right  to  fufpend  the 
"  vengeance  of  individuals."  M. 
Barnave,  however,  declared  for  the 
plan  of  the  committee,  and  he  led 
the  majority. 

The  Abbe  Maury  then  moved 
the  previous  queftion  on  the  pre- 
amble ;  and  the  reporter,  haviiwr 
now  confultcd  the  committee,  a(- 
cended  the  tribune  and  annoancfid, 
that  "  l^e  confentcd  to  <v:ithdranv  the 
'■^preamble?''  This  abandonment  of 
his  own  report,  did  not  fuit  the 
views  of  the  ruling  faftion.  Bar- 
nave  juftly  obferved,  that  fuch  a  de- 
cree could  not  Hand  if  the  pre- 
amble of  fa>5ts  fhould  be  taken 
away  ;  and,  as  it  was  determined  at 
all  events  to  carry  the  decree,  the 
preamble  was  voted  to  be  retain- 
ed againft  the  convidlionofthe  very 
committee  that  had  framed  it.  The 
minority  rofe  from  their  feats,  and 
feceded  in  a  body,  that  they  might 
have  no  ihare  in  fo  fcandalous  a 
proceeding.  Thus  left  without 
check,  the  majority  quietly  made 
what  alterations  they  pleafed,  and 


•  It  is  obfeiTable  that  the  Moniteur  mentions  the  beginning  of  this  fpecch,  and 
fromifes  the  nvhole ;  hut  never  gave  more  than  feme  few  fentences  of  the  con- 
clufion.    It  was  publiftied  afterwards  by  M.  Marguerites  himfelf,  v/ith  full  refe- 
rences to  the  evidence. 
' '  2  introduced 
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introduced  amendments  of  new  fe-     guilty,  in  whofe  crimes  they  thus 


verity  into  the  meafure;  adually 
pafling  fentence  on  the  municipal 
officers,  and  rendering  them  inca- 
pable of  being  re-eledled. 

The  prefiden»s  and  the  members 
©f  the  committees,  appointed  by  the 
Catholic   meetings   at   Nimes   and 
Uzes,  were,  fome  little  time  after- 
wards, called  before  the  aflembly, 
where  they  Ipoke  with  great  firm- 
nefs.  "  Our  public  petitions"  (faid 
they)   "  for  which  we  are  accufed, 
w  diredly  expreffed  our  defire  of 
«*  feeing  the  conftitution  completed 
♦*  and    confolidated   on   the   bafes 
««  of  religion  and  monarchy;  that 
«'  the  moment  might  fpeedily  arr 
«*  rive    when   France   might    own 
"  with  gratitude  the  benefits  which 
«  fhe  derived  from  the  labours  of 
«  this   aflembly.      In   the^  procefs 
*'  which  you  have  fuppreiTed,  were 
"  the  examinations   of  more  than 
*'  500  witnefles,  and  there  is  not 
"  a  trace  of  any  concert  or  plot 
"  among  the  Catholics.     We  plot- 
tt  ters  1  —  No,    gentlemen,   inllead 
*'  of  confpirators,   you  fee    before 
«  you   only   the   victims."     They 
were  direded  to  withdraw,  and  on 
the  2d  of  April  following  a  decree 
was  pafied,  ordering  that  all  perfons 
who  had  been   aftive  in  procuring 
or  circulating  the  Catholic  petitions 
at  Nimes  on  the  20th  of  April,  and 
ift  of  June,  and  at  Uzes  on  the  2d 
of  May  1 790,  (hould  be  fent  as  {late 
criminals,    to  be   tried  before  the 
high   tribunal    at   Orleans,      Such 
was  the  concluding  meafure  of  in- 
juftice,  by  which  the   majority  of 
the  affembly  felciled  particular  in- 
.  cidenls  in  the  affliding  tranfaftions 
of  Nimes,  heaped  fielh  oppreflion 
en  the  injured,  and  gave  impunity, 
encouragement,  and  triumph  to  the 


implicated  their  own  charadler,  and 
that  of  the  nation. 

In  the  intervals,  while  M.  Al- 
quier's   report   was  Hill  before  the 
aflembly,  another  fubjeft  which  dif- 
turbed   Paris,   from  time  to  time, 
occupied     their    attention.        The 
aunts  of  Louis  the  XVlth,  devoutly 
attached  to   the    religion   of  their 
fore-fathers,  and   revoking  at   the 
perfecution  which  now  raged  againft 
the  church,  fignified  an  intention  of 
going  to  end  their  days  at  Rome. 
It  was  induftrioufly  fuggefted  to  the 
populace,  that  the  intention  of  the 
princeffes    was   to    encourage    the 
emigrants  by   their  prefence ;  and 
to  carry  away  the  national  Avealtl^ 
for  the  purpofe  of  paying  for  an 
invafion.     The  government  made  a 
faint  (hew  of  vigour.    The  minifter 
of  the  interior  addrelTed  a  circular 
letter  to  the  municipalities,  requir- 
ing them  to  afford  every  facility  tO 
the  princefles  on  their  journey;  and 
fi  paflport  was  given  them  in  the 
king's  name ;    but  it  was   thought 
prudent  to  get  another,  if  poffible, 
from  the  municipality  of  Paris.  The 
municipality   however'  affcfted    to 
think  it   unneceflary,   and  the  na- 
tional  aflembly    drily    gave    their 
opinion,  that  there  was  no  law  to 
prevent  the  princefl"cs   from  going 
where  they    chofe.     The   agitators 
railed  a  popular  commotion,  with  a 
view  of  llopping  the  royal  travellers 
at  Bellevue  ;  but  hearing  of  the  de- 
fign,  they  had  departed  fooner  than 
had   been   expedled.      The   crowd 
therefore  repaired  to  the  count  de 
Provence,  the  king's  brother,  on  a 
falfe   rumour   that   he   was    flying 
too  ;  nor  would  they  be  undeceived 
until   they   had   attended    him   to 
court,   whither    the    commons    of 
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Paris  foon  came  with  an  addrefs,  to 
acquaint  the  monarch  with  the  dif- 
quiet  occafioned  by  the  departure 
of  his  aunts,  after  they  were  ac- 
tually gone  with  the  implied  fandtion 
of  the  municipality. 

The  princefies  were  delayed  a 
fiioit  time  at  Morct,  but  the  dra- 
goons who  efcortcd  them  forced 
open  the  gates,  and  they  proceeded 
without  interruption  till  they  came 
to  Arnay-le-Duc,  near  the  fron- 
tiers, where  they  were  detained, 
and  an  account  lent  to  the  affem- 
bly.  The  motive  which  the  ma- 
giltrates  of  the  place  affigned  for 
their  condudl  was,  that  the  date 
of  the  king's  pafTport  was  prior 
to  an  addrefs  from  the  fedlions  of 
Paris,  on  which  the  affembly  had, 
not  decided  ;  and  that  they  had  in- 
ftruftions  to  (lop  illegal  partports. 

When  the  affembly  met  on  the 
24th  of  February  to  debate  the 
contents  of  this  communication, 
the  galleries  were  filled  by  the  po- 
pulace, and  on  the  motion  of  M. 
Mirabeau  being  carried,  "  that 
•'  there  was  no  room  to  deliberate, 
«  and  that  the  whole  aiFair  fhould 
"  be  referred  to  the  executive 
"  power,"  the  muliitude,  led  by 
the  famous  Mademodfelle  The- 
roigne,  rufhed  towards  the  palace. 
The  king's  life  wns  thought  to  be  in 
danger.  The  gates  were  inrtantly 
Ihut.  The  mayor,  and  foon  after 
the  other  municipal  officers,  repaired 


to  the  fpot  *.  They  ufed  all  their 
influence,  all  their  authority;  they 
entreated,  they  exhorted,  they  com- 
manded in  the  name  of  the  law,  but 
equally  without  effeiSl.  Jt  was  with 
difficulty  that  they  could  make  their 
way  from  the  garden  to  the  palace; 
and  the  rioters,  increafmg  every 
minute,  preffed  after  them  to  the 
very  grate,  with  looks,  words,  and 
gellures  of  the  moll  extravagant 
rage,  demanding  admittance  to  the 
king.  When  M.  Bailly  came  into 
the  royal  prefence,  pale  and  trem- 
bling, Louis  the  XVT.  with  unufual 
firmnefs  and  a  tone  of  majelly,  in- 
quired the  caufe  of  his  being  expofed 
to  perpetual  infults,  and  the  city  ta 
falfe  alarms,  infilling  that  all  tumults 
fhould  be  fuppreffed  :  "  Sire,"  faid 
the  mayor,  "  we  mull  aft  with 
"  gentlenefs."  «  Yes  Sir,"  replied 
the  king,  "  but  not  with  weak- 
nefs."  It  was  not  till  late  in  the 
evening,  and  on  the  arrival  of  three 
detachments  of  national  guards  with 
their  artillery,  that  the  crowd  was 
difperfed. 

On  this  occafion  f  a  number  of 
gentlemen  voluntarily  ran  at  the 
nril  alarm  to  protect  the  king,  one 
armed  with  a  couteau-de-chafTe, 
a  fecond  with  a  fword-cane,  a  third 
with  pillols,  and  others  with  fuch 
other  weapons  as  could  be  carried 
with  leafl:  oilcntation,  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  defence,  in  a  city  full  of 
turbulence   like    Paris.      Many  of 


•  Hiftoire  de  la  Revolution  de  1789,  par  deux  amis  de  la  liberte,  torn.  Vf. 
■p.  325;  and  Mr.  Mlles's  "  Condiift  of  France,  Sec."''  Appendix,  p.  122,  in  the 
note.     Mr.  Miles  was  hlmfelf  prelent. 

f  Dii  Gour's  Defence  of  Louis  XVT.  tom.  I.  p.  92. 

The  king's  paper  left  behind  him  on  his  departure  from  Paris,  in  June  1791', 
intimates  the  fame  thing;  and  adds,  tliat  th'efc  "  defenders  of  the  king  had  otteii 
*«  affenibled  before"  on  any  alarm:  See  the  genuine  tranflacion  of  this  important 
ftate  paper  in  our  volume  for  1791,  p.  230*.  and  *23i.  There  is  uo  trace,  of 
this  in  the  fallc  copy,  which  is  in  the  lame  volume,  p.  134*. 
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thefe  were  military  inen,  who,  in 
confequence  of  the  revolution,  had 
been  difmiffed  from  their  fitaaiions 
about  the  perfon  or  houfehold  of 
the  kirg,  or  ether  branches  of  the 
royal  family :    fome   were  men  of 
fptrJt,  impel'ed  only  by  their  prin- 
ciples and  their  zeal ;  and   others 
vrere  unfortunate  gentlemen,  who 
having    been     driven    from    their 
manfions,  which  had    been    gene- 
rally burned   or  pillaged  in  many 
provinces  *  and  dillriifts,  yet  unwil- 
ling to  emigrate,  had  taken  refuge 
in  the  capita]^,  to  watch  the  critical 
turns  of  the   revolution,  and  to  be 
ready  en  any  emergency  to  make 
one   gallant  eftbrt  with    the    king- 
at    their    head.      Their  force    has 
been  variocny  eAlmated  from  f  two 
hundred  to  three  thoufand.     They 
had  frequently  affembled  in  greater 
or  fmaller  numbers  when  any  figns 
of  commotion  appeared  among  the 
people  ;  and  now  their  fervices  were 
publicly  acknowledged  with  marks 
of  lively  fenfibility  by  the  monarch. 
In  one    cf  the  former  addrefies 
from  the   city,  relative  to  the  in- 
tended departure  of  the  princefles, 
a  law  had  hceu  demanded  **  on  the 
"  particular   mode  of  exiftence  of 
"  the    reigning  dynafty,"    and    a 
part  of  this  fubject  was  now  com- 
prehended in  the  projedl  of  a  law, 
which,    in     the    language    cf  the 
day,  was  enuded  "  en  the  rehdence 
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"  of  the  public  fundionaries."    M^ 

Cazales  wifhcd   an   ad-  r,  u      .u 
^     r  1   ,     Feb.  25th. 

journment  of  a  week  to  -' 

confider  it;  but  M.  Barnave  would 
allow  no  refpite.     M,  D'Efpreme- 
nil  therefore  took  the  lead  in  op- 
pofing  it;  and  obferved.with  much 
good  fenfe,  on  the  dangerous  ten- 
dency of  their  innovations  in  the 
legal  ftyle,  calling  the  king  nothing 
but  "  the  hrft  public  functionary;" 
and  his  royal  houie  "  the  dynafty," 
and  at  moft  "  the  reigning  family:" 
he  confidered  it  as  fecretly  under- 
minin'4   the  hereditary  fucceflion  of 
the   throne.     In  the  courfe  of  his 
fpeeeh,  having  reminded  the  affem- 
b'ly  that  they   had   taken  an  oath 
of  allegiance,  which  no  other  oath 
cOukl  efface  or  countervail,  he  was 
interrupted  by  the  prefident,  who 
told  him  that  he  forgot  the  oath 
which  he  had  himfelf  taken  to  be 
faithful  to  the  nation,  the  law,  and 
the  king.     M.  Cr-zales  immediately 
failened  oh  this  expreffion  ;  and,  in 
a  ftrain   of    highly   Animated    elo- 
quence, afcsd,  "  if  it  were  poffible 
"  that  the  prefident  of  the  national 
"  afiembly  could  confider  the  oath 
"  of   fidelity    to    the   cOnftitution, 
"  as    contrary    to    the    allegiance 
"  which   they    had     fwOrji   to  the 
♦'  king  }    No ;    (exclaimed   he)    if 
*'  that   be     the     interpretation    of 
"  it;    our    tongues    fhould    cleave 
"  to  our  palates,  our  hands  (houki 


•  Efpeclal'.y  in  the  upper  anl  Icnver  Limofin,  Perijcrd,  Avivergne,  Rouergue, 
Qnerci,  ilie  coiintvy  of  Ageii,  Gal'(  ony,  Lv.nguetioc,  Biirguiuly,  Franche  Cointt, 
the  countiy  of  Nevcrs,  Bernn,  and  Eiiitany.  At  the  end  of  the  2cl  volnn>eot"  tire 
♦'  Rcfie"ions  i'ur  les  AfFaircs  Politiqiies  clu  temps  prefeiit  dc  la  Frarce,"  is  an 
Appendix  of  interelling  details  en  the  fubjcfl,  which  Uiake  a  third  part  of  thevvbrk, 
ind  are  reprefenteJ  to  be  all  '•  legal  documents." 

-|-  Tlie  firll  is  the  number  given  by  M.  du  Gour,  p.  93:  the  latter  is 
the  tftiinate  oi  a  gentleman  who  feems  himfelf  to  have  been  prefcnt  on  the 
aSth ;  or  at  leaft  to  have  had  his  account  from  thofe  who  were.  See  Prome- 
nade autouj-  de  la  Grande  Eretagne  precede  de  cjuelques  details  fur  la  Cam- 
pagne  du  Due  deBiunlvvick,  pnr  un  cfhciir  Francois  emigre.  Edinburgh,  1795- 
p.  15.  The  number  dated  in  the  news -papers  of  the  time  was  from  400  to  800. 

"  be 
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•■'  be  palficd,  fooner  than  we  would 
"  take  fuch  an  oath.  In  taking 
*'  it,  we  fw'ore  to  be  faithful  to  the 
"  king.  That  oath  fhall  not  be 
*'  vain.  It  is  that  very  oath  which 
*'  we  win  invoke,  when  we  advance 
**  to  repel  any  criminal  attack  on 
«  the  monarchy.  In  the  name  of 
"  that  oath  will  we  combat ;  in  the 
"  name  of  that  oath  will  we  pre- 
*'  vent  the  introdu£lion  of  any 
"  thing  hoftile  to  royalty,  into  that 
*•  conftitution  which  we  have  bound 
"  ourfelves  to  maintain.  The  royal 
**  authority  is  the  corner  Hone  of 
*'  the  government,  and  on  that  rells 
♦'  the  conlHcution."  The  enthufi- 
afm  of  the  fpeaker  communicated 
itfelf  to  his  party,  and  he  was  feve- 
ral  times  interrupted  by  burns  of 
loyalty ;  but  as  he  was  proceeding 
to  intimate  that  "  there  was  a  de- 
"  fign  to  mifiead  the  people  as  to 
*'  the  true  meaning  of  the  oath," 
a  clamour  arofe  on  the  other  fide, 
and  drowned  his  voice  in  the  con- 
fufion.  He  drew,  h-.wever,  an  ex- 
planation from  the  prrfident ;  and 
a  declaration  from  Mirabcau,  that 
"  he  would  ever  ftrenoufly  defend 
"  the  principles  of  the  monarchy 
"  a^ainit  the  fa6i:ious  of  every  fedl 
*•  and  denomination,  at  all  times, 
**  in  all  places,  and  und'^r  all  fyf- 
"  terns."  The  confideration  of  the 
law  itfelf,  on  the  motion  of  Mira- 
beau,  was  pollponed  till  the  afTem- 
bly  Ihould  have  at  once  under  its 
view  the  whole  body  of  laws  aifeft- 
ing  the  royal  family,  which  the  com- 
mittee had  not  yet  prepared. 

The  new  life  which  the  forego- 
ing fcene,  in  the  aflembly,  infpired 
into  the  royal  caufe,  and  the  open 
appearance  of  a  band  of  gentlemen 
the  day  before  at  the  I'huilleries, 
armed  tor  the  defence  of  the  king's 
perlbn,  gave  the  democratic  fadion 
notice,   that   it    was  time  to  crulh 
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this  beginning  of  an  oppofition, 
which  promifed  to  become  formi- 
dable to  their  domination.  Ac- 
cordingly, they  were  bufy  in  fpread- 
ing  difcontent  in  every  quarter ; 
and  efj-ecially  in  debauching  the 
national  guards,  who  had  (hewn  fo 
fieady  a  countenance  in  the  late  riots 
at  the  palace.  A  commotion  was 
planned,  and  known  to  be  planned, 
for  the  following  Monday.  One 
pretended  fubjed  of  jealoufy  was 
the  reparation  of  the  old  caltle  of 
Vincenrres.  All  the  gaols  of  Paris 
had  been  found  infufficient  for  the 
increafed  number  of  prifoners  un- 
der the  new  reign  of  Uberty  ;  and 
therefore  a  decree  of  the  aifembly 
had  long  before  direded  this  caftle 
to  be  fitted  up  for  the  reception  of 
as  many  as  it  would  contain.  Tha 
magillrates  publilhed  an  explanation 
of  the  neceffity  for  doing  this,  and 
the  authority  by  vvhich  it  was  done; 
but  the  cry  of  another  Baftile  was 
raifed,  and  the  publication  of  the 
municipality  was  not  regarded. 
Another  cccafion  of  ferment  was 
the  terror  which  had  been  artfully 
fpread  of  an  invafion  by  the  emi- 
grants ;  and  the  projeft  of  a  law 
to  prevent  the  augmentation  of 
their  numbers,  whici"!  had  been 
ttarted  in  fome  of  the;  debate?  about 
the  king's  aunt,  was  expeded  to  be 
read  on  the  IVionday  for  the  firfl 
time  in  the  national  afiembly. 

That  day  was  in  many  p  l  ^o 
relpeds  one  of  the  moll 
important  in  the  hiflory  of  the  re- 
volution. M.  Chapelier,  a  princi- 
pal framer  of  the  conftitution,  and 
the  founder  of  the  Jacobin  club, 
now  came  forward  to  confefs,  that 
much  had  been  permitted  which 
could  not  be  approved,  and  to 
check,  as  far  as  he  dared,  the  ope- 
rations of  the  fociety  which  he  had 
inftituted.      He   palliated  all   pad 
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crimes  with  the  ready  fallacies 
which  have  ferved  again  and  a- 
gain,  and  which  cannot  be  too  of- 
ten cenfured  by  the  moralift.  "  Dif- 
*'  orders  (he  laid)  were  inevita- 
"  b!e  in  the  ftormy  paflaj^j  from 
*'  fervitude  lO  freedom.  The  voice 
"  of  reafon  could  not  be  heard 
"  amiJll  the  loud  crafh  with  which 
"  the  :uins  of  the  an  ient  edifice  fell; 
*'  and,  ir  it  could,  perhaps  it  would 
*'  only  lave  cooled  the  necelfary 
*'  ardour.  Intereft,  hypocrii'y,  and 
"  above  all  vanity  (he  complained), 
"  had  planted  error  around  the  peo- 
*'  pie,  in  proportion  as  the  al'fembly 
**  had  fp^ead  light  among  them  ; 
*'  but  alwavs  good,  brave  and  loyal, 
"  they  were  now  weary  of  pcr- 
••■  petual  agitation,  and  longed  for 
**  reft,  it  was  time,  therefore,  by 
*'  a  folemn  d  cree  to  lay  down  the 
*'  cor  litntional  principles  of  order, 
"  whicr.  might  refill  all  the  fo- 
"  paiflrics  ufed  to  miilead  the  peo- 
*'  pie."  This  he  propo!ed  to  do 
under  cover  of  a  law,  to  regulate 
and  enforce  the  ob^.iience  and  re- 
fpeft  due  to  courts  of  juftice  and 
their  o.ncers,  as  well  as  to  the 
manicipal  and  aJminiftrative  bo- 
dies ;  h^  moved,  as  a  preamble  to  it, 
fever  poiitions,  co  laining  '.o  many 
leadin?  prin  .pies,  the  ipiiit  of 
which  wen:  much  beyond  their  ap- 
pIica^^on  to  the  enncling  part  of  the 
law.  The  firil:  of  thcfe,  by  deny- 
ing any  feftion  of  the  people  to 
have  any  fhare  in  the  fovereignty, 
ftru^k  at  the  authority  aflumed  by 
the  -"dions  of  Paris,  as  "  integral 
meri/'iers  of  the  fovereign,"  and  by 
th^  ciubs  and  all  popular  aflembla- 
ges,  as  "  members  of  the  fovereign" 
ap.d  lometimes  as  "  the  fover;"ign," 
hirufeif ;  and  t  e  feventh  held  forth 
fome  prjceftion  to  the  peribn  of 
the  king,  the  fir;l  public  fundion- 
fLTy  unaer  the  new  conltitution,  by 
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declaring  that  "  every  invitation 
"  made  to  the  people,  verbally  or 
"  by  writing,  to  dilobey  the  law, 
''  and  to  refilt  the  public  funftion- 
"■  aries  or  depofitories  of  force  aft- 
"  ing  in  virtue  of  legal  requifitions, 
"  or  to  outrage  them,  was  a  crime 
"  againfl  the  conltitution  of  the 
"  flate." 

Inftantly  the  preamble  was  at- 
tacked by  Petion  and  Roberfpierre, 
as  contrary  to  the  rights  of  man  j 
while  Barnave,  and  others  under  his 
guidance,  inflead  of  giving  any  di- 
re61  opinion,  took  the  more  infi- 
dious  courfe  of  calling  upon  the 
mover  not  to  huddle  principles 
into  the  preamble  of  a  police-bill, 
but  add  them,  if  neceffary,  to  the 
declaration  of  rights.  "  Your  pre- 
"  amble  (cried  Buzot)  is  like  the 
"  declaration  of  rights,  too  meta- 
"  phylical,  and  therefore  open  to 
"  mifinterpretation;  for  a  principle 
"  too  abllravT:  to  be  und«rftood  by 
"  the  people  will  always  be  abufed. 
''  You  muft  make  your  language 
"  precile  (continued  he)  and  par- 
*'  ticularize  the  general  law."  The 
tafk  was  undertaken  by  M.  Def- 
meuniers,  who,  from  a  popular  leader 
of  the  Jacobin  club,  had  become 
"  a  friend  of  order."  He  in  a 
manner  entirely  changed  M.  Cha- 
pelier's  firll  polition,  and  intro- 
duced into  it  fome  words  of  a 
larger  fcope,  fuggefted  by  a  mem- 
ber of  the  minority,  for  the  exprefs 
purpofe  of  more  clearly  including 
the  clubs:  it  v.;is  laid  down  as  a 
confequence,  of  the  fovereignty  be- 
ing one,  indivifible,  and  appertain- 
ing to  the  entire  nation,  that  no 
fedion  of  the  people,  or  of  the  em- 
pire, under  any  denomination  what- 
foever,  had  a  right  to  exercife,  or 
could  exercife,  any  aft  of  fovereign- 
ty. But  the  fault  of  his  amendment 
v.'as,  that  it  left  many  points  the  moft 
efTential 
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cflential  in  pradice  open  to  future 
quelHons:  it  denounced  no  punilh- 
inent ;  it  did  not  even  declare  any 
fpecific  crime;  it  was  a  compro- 
niife  v.'h;ch  all  parties  might  ac- 
cept, and  which,  therefore,  could 
r.ot  be  uieful  to  any.  The  ociier 
fix  pofuions  (including  that  againil: 
feditious  fpeaking  and  writing) 
were  r'^-committed  and  dropped. 
The  law  itielf  was  pafled,  and  at 
the  hend  of  it  the  amendment  of 
M.  Defmeuniers,  converted  into  a 
fubftantive  article,  flood  only  to 
tcilify  the  weaknefs  of  thofe  who 
thought  themfelves  able  to  flop 
what  they  had  fet  in  motion  ;  and 
produced  no  other  efFecl  than  ftill 
more  to  ielien  their  little  remaining 
popularitv.  The  galleries  heard 
the  difcuiricn  with  much  feeming 
indifference. 

The  expected  law  againil  emi- 
gration followed,  and  was  accom- 
panied by  an  explicit  avowal  from 
M.  Chapelier,  in  the  name  5f  the 
co:-nmittce,  that  the  more  they  had 
worked,  the  lefs  had  they  been  able 
to  make  anv  law  on  the  fubjedl 
compatible  with  the  declaration  of 
rights  :  at  the  fame  time  they  fub- 
mittcd  the  proje;^  of  a  law,  which 
they  did  not  dare  to  recommend 
for  adoption.  Mirabeau  early  took 
a  llrenuous  part  againft  it,  and,  to 
prove  his  confiflency,  read  a  letter 
\v;-iich  he  had  addreffed  to  the  pre- 
fent  king  of  Pruflia  on  the  day  of 
his  acceffion,  perfuading  him  to  re- 
peal all  laws  againil  emigration. 
Governments,  he  faid,  that  could 
not  learn  to  be  juft  and  wife,  mufl 
be  fatisfied  to  lord  it  over  deferts, 
or  to  fee  revolutions.  In  con- 
cluding, he  moved  the  affembly  to 
refolve,  that  the  law  was  utterly 
irreconciicable  with  principles,  and 
to  aflign  that  reafon  on  their  jour- 

VOL.  XXXiV. 


nals  for  pafhng  to  the  order  of  the 
day.  Merlin,  on  the  other  hand, 
propofed  that  it  fhould  be  read, 
printed,  and  adjourned  for  eight 
days.  When  Chapelier  would  have 
anfwered  he  v/as  received  with 
laughter,  and  M.  Cazales  was  pre- 
vented from  fpeaking  by  clamour. 
The  galleries  were  violent,  and 
took  part  in  demanding  the  read- 
ing, and  the  bill  was  read  in  the 
midil  ofconfufion  and  uproar.  Im- 
mediately from  every  fide  refound- 
ed  the  call  of  the  previous  quef- 
tion.  Mirabeau  arofe,  in  great 
emotion,  and  d'  clared  that  if  they 
made  a  law  againil  emigrants,  he 
fwore  never  to  obey  it;  but,  tem- 
porifing  with  the  galleries,  he 
added,  that  it  might  be  a  meafure 
of  police,  even  againfl  principles, 
if  neceffity  fhould  demand  it.  The 
projefl  of  the  committee  having 
been  unanimoufly  rejeded,  a  motion 
was  made  by  one  of  the  popular 
faflion,  that  all  the  different  com- 
mittees of  the  affembly  fhould  be 
inllrudled  to  confider  the  fubjedl 
feparately,  and  then  confer  upon  it 
in  common  by  deputies ;  and  the 
prefident  fuddenly  pronounced  this 
motion  to  have  been  decreed.  This 
was  denied  on  the  right,  and  it 
was  contended  that  the  original 
motion  of  Mirabeau  mufl  in  point 
of  order  be  firfl  put ;  to  which 
queflioii  Mirabeau  attempted  to 
fpeak ;  but  all  the  left  fide,  aided 
by  the  galleries,  interpofed  to  pre- 
vent him,  and  one  of  the  members 
afked  him  by  what  authority  he 
had  been  appointed  di6lator.  He 
perfifted,  however,  and  defired  thofe 
who  interrupted  him  to  recolleft, 
that  all  his  life  he  had  combated 
defpotifm,  and  to  be  perfuaded  that 
all  his  life  he  would  combat  it. 
On  bearing  fome  murmur^  he  called 
[^J  out  ' 
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out  in  a  tone  of  command, "  Silence 
*'  there  thirty  voices  there;"  but 
all  his  efforts  were  inefFetflual,  and 
the  propofition  of  referring  the 
matter  to  the  committees  was 
adopted.  This  decifion,  obtained 
by  fatSious  intrigue,  and  popular  vi- 
olence, againft  the  remonltrances  of 
the  original  leaders  of  the  Revoluti- 
on, was  the  firlt  ftep  tov^ards  intro- 
ducing that  fyftem  of  ccniifcation, 
which  has  fmce  been  carried  into 
execution,  and  which,  furviving 
every  change  of  rulers,  has  com- 
pleted the  ruin  of  the  noble  fami- 
lies, whofe  chiefs  had  been  hunted 
out  of  their  homes. 

While  one  detachment  of  the  po- 
pulace was  thus  employed  in  over- 
awing the  afTembly,  another  had 
marched  to  Vincennes,  and  was 
hard  at  work  in  demolifhing  the 
caftle.  The  mayor,  M.  Bailly,  re- 
ceived the  intelligence  about  noon, 
and  communicated  it  without  lofs 
of  time  to  M.  La  Fayette.  A 
ftrong  force  of  national  guards  was 
aflembled,  and  led  by  the  com- 
mander in  chief  to  Vincennes;  but 
it  was  with  difficulty  that  the  bat- 
talion of  thefuburb  of  St.  Antoine, 
commanded  by  M.  Santerre,  could 
be  prevented  from  declaring  in  fa- 
vour of  the  rioters.  La  Fayette, 
however,  after  narrowly  efcaping  an 
attempt  on  his  life,  iucceeded  in 
difperfing  the  multitude,  and  feiz- 
ed  fixty-four  of  the  rir.g-leaders, 
with,  whom  he  marched  through 
the  fuburb  of  St.  Antoine,  notwith- 
llanding  fome  oppofition  which  ht; 


met,  and  a  fecond  danger  to  his  own 
perfon,  one  of  his  aid-de-camps  hav- 
ing been  wounded  not  far  from  him. 

Scarcely  had  he  executed  this 
fervice,  when  an  alarm  of  a  dif- 
ferent' kind  called  his  attention  to 
another  quarter.  Some  cried  that 
there  was  a  plot  to  affaffinate  the 
king;  others,  that  the  defign  was 
to  carry  him  away.  Early  in  the 
morning  a  perfon  had  been  ftop'? 
ped  in  the  palace,  who  was  report- 
ed to  have  been  armed  fecretly 
with  a  weapon  of  a  particular  con- 
ftrudion.  But,  on  his  examination 
at  the  town-houfe,  he  proved  him- 
felf  to  be  a  gentleman  of  very  re- 
fpeftable  name  and  charafter,  to 
have  gone  to  the  palace  for  a  very 
innocent  purpofe,  and  *  to  have 
worn  the  fame  weapon  (a  common 
couteau-de-chafle  hanging  by  his 
fide)  ever  fince  his  firll:  coming  to 
Paris,  almoU  two  years  before  the 
revolution. 

The  pretended  plot  was  proba^ 
bly  believed  by  very  few.  There 
was,  however,  a  ferious  apprehen- 
fion,  left  the  agitators  might  take 
advantage  of  the  rumour  to  colleft 
a  crowd  at  the  Thuilleries,  and  in- 
flame their  minds  againft  the  king, 
while  the  main  body  of  the  national 
guards  was  abfent.  Inconfequence 
the  gentlemen,  who  had  been  openly 
thanked  by  the  king  only  four  day» 
before  for  iheir  zeal  in  his  fervice, 
again  afl^mbled.  But  their  prefence 
gave  umbrage  to  the  national 
guards.  M.  Gouvion,  therefore, 
who  commanded  the  party,   then 
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©n  duty  at  the  palace,  remonftrated 
with  the  king  on  the  indifcreet  zeal 
of  thofe  gentlemen.  Should  any 
fray  enfue,  he  obferved,  they  would 
be  charged  with  the  aggreflion,  and 
every  thing  would  be  bt-lieved,  which 
might  be  imputed  to  them. 

After  a  (liort  hefuation,  and  at 
the  inltance  of  his  minillers,  the 
king,  to  avoid  more  mifchievous 
Confequences,  agreed  to  interpofe 
his  authority  ;  fo,  after  exprefling 
his  obligations  to  his  nobility,  and 
telling  them  that  he  was  not  in  any 
danger,  as  they  fuppofed,  he  re- 
qaefted  and  commanded  them,  on 
their  duty,  to  depofit  their  arms  in 
his  charge,  and  in  their  conduct  to 
obferve  that  moderation,  which 
would  beft  prevent  any  mifconftrnc- 
tion.  Accordingly  they  gave  the 
king,  what  he  thought  the  laft  marlc 
of  their  devotion,  by  voluntarily 
depofiting  their  arms  with  him; 
but,  now  deprived  of  all  means  of 
defence,  they  were  driven  wit'i 
blows,  and  every  other  indignity, 
out  of  the  palace.  It  was  jult  at 
this  point  of  time  that  M.  La  Fay- 
ette arrived  from  Vincennes,  when 
inftead  of  interfering  to  refcue  the 
f.nfortunate  gentlemen  from  the 
hands  of  the  national  guards  and  the 
populace,  he  paffed  by  them  v/ith 
gay  ir  difference,  called  for  the  duke 
de  ^'ilbquicr,  fiift  ge!>;ieman  pf  vhe 
bed  chamber,  and  rudely  reprimand- 
ed him  for  having  admitted  them. 
Being  told  that  they  were  men  to  be 
trufted,  ♦'  they  who  have  your  confi- 
dence," anfwered  he,  "  have  not 
mine  ;"  whereupon  a  ge>itleman  of 
the  court  who  was  prefcnt,  obierving, 
that  very  many  of  them  ivere  perfon- 
ally  known  to  the  general,  "  for  that 
re?.fon,"  fubjoined  the  latter  with 
unfeeling  infolence,  "  becaufe  I  do 
|cnow  thera,  1  have  no  confidence 


in  them,  and  I  will  not  fufFer  them 
here."  M.  Villequier  afterwards 
fent  him  word,  for  his  information, 
that  the  firft  gentleman  of  the  bed- 
chamber was  by  his  office  refponfi- 
ble  for  the  king's  perfon,  but  this 
only  produced  an  affronting  mefTage 
in  return,  that  "  fhould  any  thing 
*^  happen  to  the  kipg,  the  nation 
"  would  not  demand  an  account  of 
"  M.  Villequier,  of whofe  very  exift- 
"  ence  the  people  were  ignorant;  if 
"  however,  the  officers  of  the  houfe- 
"  hold  were  refponfible,  he  and  all 
"  the  ariilccratic  faftion  mud  be 
"  driven,  and  friends  of  liberty  and 
"  the  revolution  put  into  their 
"  ports."  It  is  impoffible  not  to 
remark  on  this  language,  that  the 
king  and  his  officers  were  treated  as 
without  authority  or  confideration 
in  the  palace,  and  actually  under 
military  cuf:ody.  Nor  was  more  de- 
licacy obferved  towards  the  king  in 
another  refpe£l.  The  arms  which 
had  been  delivered  into  his  charge, 
were  removed  by  M.  La  Fayette's 
orders;  fome  of  them  the  foldiers 
feized.  and  broke  in  the  king's  pre- 
fence,  the  reft  were  carried  away, 
and  never  afterwards  appeared. 

Among  thefe  grms  were  fome 
walking-fticks,  with  fpring-tucks 
concealed  within  them,  fuch  as  are 
every  day  expofed  to  file  in  the 
Ihops  of  this  country,  and  wer§ 
then  common  in  Paris.  This  wea- 
pon was  reprefenred  as  a  terrible 
dagger  of  a  new  invention;  a  re- 
prefentation  of  the  fuppofed  inftru- 
jnent  w^s  engraved  and  circiilated. 
to  ^xafperate'  the  multitude ;  and 
from  that  tirr.e  all  gentlemin,  who 
Avert  to  pay  tljeir  duty  to  tiie  king, 
were  called  knights  of  the  dag- 
ger.    ' 

The  difgrace  yk'hich  had  heeij 
fuffered    by    thofe  whom  ttie  king- 
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himfelf  called  his  nobility,  and  their 
defpair  of  being  able  to  ferve  him  in 
futur«,  co-operated  with  their  fsar 
of  the  threatened  law  againft  emi- 
gration, in  producing  the  efFeft  that 
had  aftually  been  foretold  in  the 
aiTembly  from  the  decifion  of  that 
day.  Manv  who  were  flill  linger- 
ing in  the  hope  of  more  tranquil 
times  hailened  away,  while  they 
could,  to  foreign  countries,  without 
any  plan,  and  without  concert ;  and 
in  fome  parts  of  France  it  became 
in  a  manner  difreputable  to  re- 
main. 

Thus  one  day  beheld  the  new 
friends  of  order  defeated  in  their 
.great  attempt,  to  lay  down  the 
principles  which  were  to  fee u re 
that  falutary  end ;  the  aiTembly 
compelled  to  entertain  \vh;it  their 
own  committee,  which  had  framed 
the  conlHtution,  folemnly  declared 
to  be  a  violation  of  all  their  princi- 
ples; the  king,  after  having  been 
made  the  innocent  inftrumentcf  be- 
traying thofe  who  came  to  defend 
him,  left  wholly  in  the  hands  of  the 
natior.al  guards,  over  whom  their 
own  commander  in  chief  had  not  been 


able  to  maintain  his  authority  but 
at  the  hazard  of  his  life ;  and  the 
nobility  and  gentry  of  France  pre- 
paring to  fiy  from  a  country  where 
they  found  no  fupport  from  their 
prince,  and  hoilility  from  the  peo- 
ple. About  the  fame  time  the  fac- 
tion, which  afterwards  overturned 
the  monarchy,  firfl:  began  to  take  a 
form  and  confUlency.  M.  Roland, 
who  had  long  enjoyed  a  place  under 
government  at  Lyons,  now  ar- 
rived at  Paris,  and  at  his  houfe 
aflembled  a  knot  of  politicians,  of 
whom  M.  BriiTot  foon  became  the 
molt  eminent,  and  who  with  him 
there  concerted  their  plans  of  adlion. 
They  were  not,  however,  yet  dif- 
tinguifhed  in  public  as  a  feparate 
party.  There  could  be  no  queftjon 
as  to  the  form  of  the  future  govern- 
ment, till  Louis  the  XVIth.  was 
deftroyed,  or  forced  into  banilh- 
ment;  and  to  that  point  therefore 
they  zealoufly  co-operated,  with  all 
who  from  motives  of  ambition,  the 
hope  of  plunder,  an  impatience  of 
all  controul,  or  a  v.anton  love  of 
confunon,  concurred  in  propagat- 
ing tumult,  fedition,  and  anarchy. 


CHAP. 


vn. 


King  greatly  affeSled  by  the  events  at  the  Thuilhr'ies.  Ill  in  coti/equence. 
Diretlory  cf  the  departtncut  of  Paris  enter  on  iheir  oJf.ce,  Mirabcau' s  fpeech 
in  their  name  to  the  national  ajjcmbly.  Their  addrefs  to  the  public,  At~ 
tacked  by  the  'violent  party.  Motion  for  the  eleftion  of  minijiers  debated  in 
the  Jacobin  club.  Mirabeau  is  for  an  efficient  nionarchy.  The  diredory, 
and  the  national  afhnbly^  liberate  eight  gentlemen  arrejled  at  the  Thuillcries. 
SeSicns  refeet  on  the  condiid  of  the  direiiory.  M.  Chapelier  rno'ues  for 
the  demolition  of  the  cajll:  of  Vincennes : — repairs  fujpenued.  Jacobins 
reproach  Mirabeau :  King  and  court  intertain  hopes  of  him.  Attacked 
by  his  laf  illnefs  ;  hut  attends  the  debate  on  the  property  cf  mines.  Suppf- 
ed  to  be  bribed  by  the  proprietors  of  the  mines  of  Aziu.  His  ilhiejs  in- 
creafed  by  his  exertions,     AffeSis  to  mtet  death  like  an  antient  Epicurean. 

Lojes 
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Lofcs  his  fortitude.  Dies  reproaching  Dr.  Cabanis  for  not  performing  his 
promife  of  portening  bis  fnff. rings  by  opium.  H  s  d)a.raSler  in  pri'vate 
life  :  as  an  author  :  as  a  j].  eaker  :  as  a  member  of  the  natiznal  afemblj  : 
as  a  politician.  Both  parties  anxious  for  his  Ife.  No  appiarance  of  his 
having  been  poifoned.  Decree  refpetting  his  interment.  His  funeral.  An 
eight  days  mourning  for  him.  His  pojihumous  opinion  of  tefamentary  dif- 
pojitions.  Monarchy -club  attempt  a  mating.  Prevented  by  the  populace. 
Ferfecution  of  the  clergy  increafes.  Ne~M  bijhops  elected  by  Jaccbin  inte'-ej}. 
Extraordinary  mcde  of  enthroning  them.  Lay-men  and priejls  of  bad  J.ui- 
raSier  eledciL  Pope's  b:dl  refp:cting  the  Gallican  church.  Its  >7iod:raiicin, 
Ferfecution  of  the  fillers  of  iharity.  Three  in  one  parijh  fcourged  to  death. 
Other  'women  fcourged  m  the  ftreets.  School-mafers  and  miflrejjes  com- 
pelled to  take  the  ci-'uic  oath.  Chapels  of  con-vents  Jhut  up.  LbapJs  per- 
mitted by  the  Directory  to  be  hired  for  divine  iv.rjhip,  H  hat  of  the  Thca- 
tins  fo  hired  and  licenfed.  Mo  a  prevent  the  coagregation  from  meeting. 
Fix  over  the  door  a  bundle  of  rods,  and  a  threatening  infer ipticn.  Both 
taken  dovjn  by  the  mayor.  Replaced  by  the  'mob  <u;ith  additions.  National 
guards  quiet  fpeiiators  of  all.  Infoldiice  of  one  of  them  at  the  dctr  cf  the 
royal  chapel  ^cuhile  the  king  'was  there  at  his  de-TJOtions.  Reflution  and 
placard  of  the  club  of  the  Cordeliers  accufing  the  king.  King's  journey 
to  St.  Cloud  on  the  iSth  of  April  riotoufy  prevented.  Nation.d  guards 
concur  'with  the  mob.  Mayor  and  commander  in  chief  hiffed  and  hooted. 
Reply  of  the  king  to  an  infolent  foldier.  Imperious  addrefs  of  tie  directory 
to  the  king,  demanding  to  have  the  officers  of  his  houfehsld  difmijfed,  and 
the  conjlitution  announced  to  foreign  courts  by  netv  minijlers  :  Flattering 
addrefs  to  the  citizens  of  Paris.  Diredory  con-ve',ie  the  fsciions.  Ki.g'f 
fpeech  in  the  affembty  refpeiling  his  journey  ^o  St.  Cloud-  PrefidenP s  anjhver 
in  unifon  --juith  the  addrefs  of  the  diredory.  Addref  from  the  municipality 
to  the  J'ame  efed.  Infolent  language  and  behaviour  ujed  ton.vards  the  king 
from  all  quarters.  Chaplains  and  officers  of  the  houfehold  refgn.  Kn/g 
complies  'with  the  dema.ids  in  the  addreffcs.  Draft  of  a  letter  from  the 
king  to  foreign  courts  objtded  to  by  M.  Montmorin.  He  is  ordered  to  obey. 
M.  La  Fayette  re/lgns  in  confequence  of  the.  late  conduct  of  tije  national 
guards.  Prevailed  on  to  rej'unie  the  command.  Goes  at  the  head  cf  depu- 
ties from  the  national  guards  to  addrefs  the  king.  One  battalion  broken 
for  its  mutinous  demeanour.  Placards  cf  the  club  cf  the  Cordeliers  de- 
nounced. Battalion  of  the  Corddiers  change  their  appellation,  1  he  club 
continue  the  fame  line  of  condud.  VioUnt  againjl  La  Fayette.  Other 
clubs  the Janie.  "Jacobin  club  print  and  circulate  a  letter  of  Dubois  Crance 
againfi  the  late  oath  of  the  national  guards  to  La  Fayette.  Municipality 
and  La  Fa.eite  comproniife.  A  nfw  battalion  formed  of  the  one  lately 
broken,  fourteen  only  being  excluded.  Tbcfe  fourteen  honoured,  and  feajied 
by  the  fraternal  fuciety  and  the  Cordeliers.  Popular  explanations  of  La 
Fayette  injurious  to  the  ki?ig.  Diredory  of  Paris  aemand  m'w  ia-ws, 
againfi  Jedit ion,  on  the  right  of  petition,  and  placards.  Referred  to  the 
committee  of  the  conflitution,  and  a  decree  fvon  after  pcffed,  authorifing  jol- 
diers  to  frequent  ihe  clubs.  Report  cf  Chapelicr  on  the  la-xvs  dt...u,ided, 
and  projeds  of  them.     Oppfed  by  R'.bnjpierre.     Not  pafed,  till  the  pri-- 

[/-/]   3  cipal 
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cipal  points  <were  altered  or  explained  anx>ay.  Great  expectations  of  t%i 
common  people  from  opening  the  barriers  of  Paris.  Are  difappom'ed, 
Shelv  a  diffiofition  to  tumult  in  confequence.  JJJignais  depreciated.  Po' 
ptilace  attack  the  difccunters  of  ajjignats,  and  attempt  to  hang  cm  of  them. 
Second  hull,  and  debates  about  A-uignon.  Pcpe  burnt  in  effigy.  Attempts  to 
hang  M.  Clermont  Tcnnerre,  and  dejiroy  his  houfe.  Hideous  condition  of 
the  gaols.  No  aihniniflration  of  jujiice.  St. ate  of  the  pro-vinces.  Dif- 
turbanccs  break  out  in  the  Fi-jarais,  at  Tulle,  Strajhurg,  and  Colmar. 
Perfcution  of  the  clergy  increafes.  Lanu-proccedings  againjl  them  too 
'voUvnin'ous  lo  be  reported  on  by  the  ecclefiaftical  com?7iittee.  Cruel  treatment 
cfthe  fijhrs  of  cha^-ity  throughout  the  kingdotn.  They  petition  the  affmblyi 
and  are  fcnt  for  pvoteilion  to  the  king.  Debates  about  the  colonies.  Barna-ve'i 
popularly  jhak^n.  Decree  and  explanation  of  motives,  inconjtftent  'with 
their  celebrated  declaration  of  rights.  Decrees  relati-ue  to  the  confiitution» 
Board  of  Treafury  cfahliped  :  Minifry  organized :  Both  en  plans  highly 
derogatory  to  the  Royal  authority.  Sound  dodrine  of  M.  Cazales  overruled. 
King^s  patronage  in  the  navy  reduced  'very  loiv.  The  fame  intended  in  the 
army.  Clubs  ivant  to  break  all  the  officers  in  the  troops  of  the  line.  Decreed 
that  the  king  pall  not  co>n?nand,  promote,  re'ivard,  or  punijh  the  national 
guards.  Kevienv  of  the  neiv  finance-fyftem.  Circular  addrcfs  upon  it. 
Reiiidrkable  admijjions  in  fa-uour  of  the  old  go-vernment.  Calling  rf  the 
fxenv  legiflature,  and  its  organization,  hnprejji-ve  fpeech  of  M.  Duport  on 
the  melancholy  fate  of  the  country  :  confirmed  after-uoards  by  M.  Defmeu~ 
ttiers  and  M.  B^illy.  King^s  late  Utter  to  foreign  courts  turned  againjl  him. 
Indecently  attacked  in  the  neivfpapers.  M.  Montmcrin  complains  cfit,  but 
the  ajjembly  pafj'es  to  the  order  of  the  day.  Nece£jty  of  the  King's  takitig 
Jome  decifinje  Jiep. 


THE  late  events  atthe  Thuiile- 
ries  funk  deep  into  the  king's 
mind;  efpecially  the  unworthy  treat- 
ment of  thofe  nobles,  in  whofe  ho- 
nour he  felt  his  own  to  be  wounded. 
In  confequence  he  was  attacked  by 
a  bilious  fever,  and  continued  ill 
during  the  greater  part  of  the 
month  of  March.  This  incident 
feemed  to  excite  much  general  in- 
te  re  ft  in  his  favour;  and  the  con- 
cern apparently  exprefFed  by  the 
aflemWy,  was  fuch  as  he  might  hav£ 
}>een  fatisfied  to  have  found  in  the 
moft  popular  period  of  his  reign. 

The  diredory  of  the  department 
bf  Paris'  had  now  entered  on  the 
execution  of  their  office,  and  iVIira- 
beau)  one  of  their  number,  was  fent 


bar  of  the  aflembly  at  ^      , 
id  of  a  deputation,  to       i 


to  the  ba 

the  head  of  a  depi 
declare  the  rule  of  their  fu- 
ture condud.  Amidft  the  ruins  of 
twenty  centuries,  France,  he  faid, 
had  refembled  a  chaos ;  but  the  mo- 
ment of  conflift  between  the  jarring 
elements  of  her  new  fyftem  was 
pafied,  and  durable  order  iucceeded : 
he  joined  the  monarch  with  the 
legiflative  body,  as  forming  together 
with  them  the  only  true  reprefenta- 
tion  of  the  people,  and  from  that 
fphere  diffufing  law  around,  as  the 
fun  fpreads  light  over  the  univerfe: 
it  was  the  duty,  he  obferved,  of  the 
diredory,  who  were  to  receive  the 
law  immediately  from  the  head  of 
the  empire^  to  ihew  tlie  firlt  exam- 
ple 
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f)le  of  obedience  to  it;  and  he  then 
proceeded.in  feme  well-turned  fen- 
tences,  to  inculcate  the  general  duty 
and  necciTity  of  a  fimilar  fubmifiion 
from  all.  •'  Our  firft  care,  added 
*'  he,  (hall  be  to  watch  over  the 
**  public  tranquiUlty.  A  leaven  of 
"  corruption  has  been  formed  by 
"  the  fragments  of  the  ancient  in- 
"  fticutions  and  ancient  abufes, 
*'  which  perverfe  men  arc  for  ever 
*•  ftirring  to  Ictloofe  all  the  poifun. 
"  Thefe  are  the  fadious>  who,  to 
"  overturn  the  conftitution,  perfuade 
"  the  people  that  they  fhould  adl 
"  for  themfelves,  as  if  they  were 
"  without  laws  and  without  magi- 
"  Urates.  We  will  unmaflc  thefe  cul- 
"  pable  enemies  of  the  public  re- 
*'  pofe."  This  addrefs  to  the  af- 
fembly,  was  immediately  followed 
by  another  of  greater  length  to  the 
citizens  of  Paris,  conceived  in  the 
fame  ftrain,  and  drawn  up  by  the 
fame  pen,  with  equal  eloquence  and 
more  argument. 

Thefe  compofitions  were  not 
without  numerous  admirers,  but 
they  produced  no  folid  effeft.  It 
is  not  eafy  to  perfuade  a  multitude, 
who  have  been  taught  to  believe 
themfelves  every  thing,  that  they 
Ihou'.d  fubmit  again  to  be  nothing  : 
neither  will  the  man,  who  has  once 
been  their  flatterer,  ever  be  regarded 
by  them  with  reverence,  as  a  moral 
monitor;  in  that  character  they 
juflly  look  for  the  dignity  of  con- 
fiftent  virtue.  On  the  other  hand, 
the  threat  of  denunciation,  which 
was  thrown  oat  to  awe  the  writers 
and  talkers  of  fedition,  only  excited 
their  animofitv.  All  the  vio'ent 
party  clearly  perceived,  that  tl-.eir 
late  afibciates  and  chiefs  were  ready 
to  facriiice  them,  under  falfe  pre- 
tences, lo  the  {lability  of  their  own 
power:  but  with  their  danger  tliey 
faw  sllb  the  advantages  of  their  fi- 


tuation.  The  newmagiflrates  fhew'- 
ed  themfelves  to  be  embarrafled  by 
their  own  former  artifices  as  dema- 
gogue's, when  they  began  their 
fupport  of  the  monarchy,  by  re- 
viving agalnft  its  natural  defenders 
the  old  cry  of  plots  and  con- 
fpiracies.  Enough  was  faid  by 
them  to  alarm.,  and  little  was  urged 
that  could  really  induce  men  to  re- 
main palTive  in  the  midll:  of  declared 
danger.  The  people  indeed  wers 
told,  that  they  v/ere  not  to  aft  for 
themfelves,  fince  they  had  laws  and 
magiftrates.  But  it  was  aficed, 
were  there  not  before  the  pre- 
fent  time  laws  and  magiftrates, 
\enerable  for  the  antiquity  of 
their  inftitution;  and  were  not 
thofe  deftroyed  ?  why  then  fhould 
thefe  of  yeilerday,  the  immediate 
creation  of  the  people,  be  more 
facred  from  the  controul  of  the 
public  will  r  if  the  people  may  not 
aft:  for  themfelves  at  all  tim.es, 
what  is  their  inalienable  fovereignty 
and  the  facred  duty  of  infurrec- 
tion?  With  thefe  arguments,  and 
others  of  a  fimilar  tendency,  the  de- 
clarations of  Mirabeau  and  his  col- 
leagues were  aflailed  without  ceal- 
ing;  and  it  muft  be  owned,  that  the 
democratic  leaders  had  the  better 
fide  of  the  controverfy,  according 
to  the  original  principles  of  the 
Revolution,  which  they  only  pufh- 
ed  the  full  length  of  their  confe- 
quences. 

A  motion  made  in  the  Jacobia 
club  fhortly  after,  gave  Mirabeau 
an  opportunity  of  maintaining  his 
dcftrines  in  the  face  of  that  fociety 
which  he  flill  Cultivated  with  afh- 
duity.  A  law  to  regulate  the  feve- 
ral  branches  of  the  future  minilby, 
and  their  general  refponfibility  to 
t!ie  nation,  was  expefted  to  be 
brought  forward  in  the  legiflature. 
The  club,  as  ufual,  previouflv  de- 
[H]  4  'bated 
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bated   the   fubjeft.      It    was   pro- 
pofid  that  upon  every  vacancy  the 
people   fhould  nominate  a  ceriain 
number  of  candidates,  out  of  whom 
the  king  Ihould   be  bound  to  eled; 
and  Mirabeau  feized  the   occafion 
to  enfo'-ce  with  energy  his  under- 
ftanding  of  the   principles  of  the 
conllitution,  as  eiTentially  connefted 
with  an  efficient  monarchy.     The 
motion,  though  a  fecond  time  agi- 
tated, was  not  adopted;  it  even  gave 
much   diiguft  to  all  men  of  good 
intentions,   and  roufed  them  to  ex- 
prefs  their  fenfe  of  the  game  which 
the  club  was  playing;  yet  the  rivals 
and    enemies   of    Mirabeau    found 
means  to   fallen  fome  obloquy  on 
the   dodlrines    which    he   had    ad- 
vanced.    It  is  probable,  however, 
that  his  exertions   on  that  quellion, 
and   its   reception  by   the   public, 
gave  rife  to  an  addiefs,  drawn  up 
by   M.  Barnave,  and  fent  by   the 
mother  club  to  the  affiliated  focie- 
ties,  of  which  the  new  adminifira- 
tive  bodies  and  the  king's  commif- 
Jioners  had  loudly  complained,  as 
every   where  interfering   with   the 
lawfulauthority  of  the  magiftrates. 
The  objeft  of  the  addrefs  was  often- 
fihly,  to    perfuade  peace  and   fub- 
miffion  to  the  law;  really,  to  fave 
the  credit  of  the  demagogues.    The 
fccieries  to  which  it  was  fent,  paid 
net  the  leaft  attention  to  it  in  their 
condufl. 

Thus  emboldened,  the  diredlory, 
under  the  influence  of  Mirabeau, 
ventured  on  a  ftep  much  beyond  ajjy 
verbal  declarations.  Eight  gentle- 
men, who  had  Ihewn  fome  reluc- 
tance to  furrender  their  arms,  had 
been  taken  into  cuftody  on  the  28th 
of  February  at  the  Thuilleries,  and 
the  fyndic  of  the  municipality  had 


been  ordered  to  communicate  to  the 
department  all  the  evidence  in  his 
poiTelTion,  which  might  ferve  to  in- 
ftitute  a  profecution  againft  them. 
But  the  diredlory  now  acquainted 
the  aflembly  that  there  was  no 
ground  of  accufaiion,  and  that  the 
eight  gentlemen  would  be  immedi- 
ately fet  at  liberty  if  they  pailcd  to 
the  order  of  the  day  on  this  com-, 
munication  ;  which  was  according- 
ly done.  Som.e  of  the  fedions  how- 
ever came  to  refolutions,  and  pub- 
liffied  addrefles,  llrongly  reflefting 
on  the  conduftof  the  direftory.  A 
compromife  too  was  made  with  in- 
furreftion,  and  a  triumph  given  to  the 
agitators  of  Paris,  hy  M.  Cha- 
pelier,  who,  having  fome  popularity 
to  regain,  moved  the  demolition  of 
the  caftle  of  Vincennes ;  and  tlie 
afTem.bly,  which  had  commanded  it 
to  be  repaired,  voted  the  fufpen- 
iion  of  thole  repairs. 

The  rivals  and  enemies  of  Mira- 
beau among  the  Jacobins,  were  at 
length  exafperated  againll  him  to 
the  higheft  degree,  and  heaped  the 
bittereit  reproaches  upon  hin:.  "  I 
"  faw  him  (fays  a  writer*,  who  even 
*'  attributes  his  death  to  the  invec- 
"  lives  of  tlie  elder  Lametli)  trem- 
"  bling,  fvveating  large  drops,  ilara- 
"  mering.  a  feeble  and  disjointed 
"  reply,  and  then  retiring  with  a 
"  heart  burfting  with  rage."  On 
the  other  hand, the  king  and  the 
court  began  to  entertain  fanguine 
hopes  from  his  efforts,  aiid  the  mi- 
nority of  the  aflembly  treated  him 
with   unaccuflomed    refpeft;    info- 

nnich  that  when  he  com- ■,,      ,         , 
I  •     J    r\    ■      -11  A,T  March  zzd. 
plained  or  being  ill,  M. 

Cazaies  moved  to  adjourn  the  de- 
bate on  the  regency-bill,  infiancing 
the  accommodation  granted  to  Mr. 


Veritable  Portrait,  Sec.  ■p.  89. 


Fox 


March  27. 
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"  caufe  ?"  Extricating  himftlf  as 
quickly  as  he  could  from  a  crowd  of 
fuitors  who  preflcd  round  him  with 
their  petitions,  he  retired  with  La- 
cheze  to  a  country-houfe  which  he 
had  lately  purchased  in  a  fpot  cal- 
led the  Marlli,  not  far  from  Paris. 
There  recovering  a  little  by  repofe, 
he  lemained  the  whole  of  the  next 
morning,  talking  over  with  fome 
friends  the  alterations  which  he 
meant  to  make  in  the  pleafure- 
giounds.  One  of  his  plans  was  to 
ereft  a  temple  to  liberty.  The 
ftatue  was  to  wear  a  calm  bat  fevere 
count'^^nance.  One  hand  was  to 
rell  on  a  pillar  inlc!  ibed  "  the  equa- 
*•  lity  of  man,"  and  the  other  to 
hold  a  fword  enveloped  in  the  vo- 
lume of  the  law.  His  intention,  we 
are  told,  was  to  convey  the  idea,  that 
the  defpotic  execution  of  laws  is  no 
lefs  eflential  to  liberty  than  their 
popular  formation. 

From  thefe  fchemes  of  future  en- 
joyment, he  returned  in  the  after- 
noon to  his  houfe  at  Paris,  and  on. 
the  way,  though  all  his  apprehenfions 
had  vanifhed,  yet  intimating  his  ex- 
pectation that  fome  of  thofe  around 
him  might  fome  day  be  his  biogra- 
phers, he  ran  over  the  principal  in- 
cidents of  hi  life,  chiefly  endeavour- 
ing to  palliate  the  vices  and  crimes 
of  his  youth.  On  his  arrival  in  the 
capital  he  ti  ied  to  brave  the  difeafe, 
and  finding  benefit  again  from  the 
bath,  adlually  went  to  the  theatre  : 
but  he  Toon  found  the  lights  and 
the  noife  more  than  he  was  able  to 
bear.     From  that  evening  he  never 


Fox  on  a  fimilar  occafion  in  the 
Eritifh  parliament. 

In  truth  though  his  *frame  was 
naturally  robuil,  his  health  had  long 
been  precarious.  A  humour  that 
fhifted  from  place  to  place,  and  af- 
fumed  various  fhnpes,  had  more  t'^an 
once  fallen  fuddenly  on  his  vitals, 
and  endangered  his  life.  He  felt,  as 
he  expreffed  it,  a  bar  acrofs  his  fto- 
mach.  The  warm  bath  commonly 
felieved  him  ;  and  to  that  he  had 
recourfe,  with  fome  fuccefs,  on  the 
prefent  occafion.  But  all  the  en- 
treaties of  his  friends  could  not  pre- 
vent him  from  returning  to  a  debate 
relative  to  the  prope:ty  of  mines. 
He  had  delivered  one  long  difcourfe 
on  the  fubjeft,  which  had  been  or- 
dered to  be  printed.  Itisf  report- 
ed indeed  to  have  been  put  into  his 
hands  by  the  proprietors  of  the 
mines  of  Azin,  and  with  it  a  prefent 
of  fifty  thoufand  'ivres.  Whatever 
wa5  his  motive,  he  (hewed  an  un- 

c      J  common  folicitude  to  be 

oundav. 


prefent  at    this  difcuf- 


fion;  and  in  the  courfe 
of  it  hefpoke  no  lefs  than  five  times, 
every  time  with  equal  ipirit  and 
energy.  He'prevailed,  but  his  fuc- 
cefs was  fatal  to  him'.  The  hand 
of  death  was  upon  him. 

Hedefired  hi;  friend  M.  Lacher.e 
to  meet  him  on  the  terrace  of  the 
Feuillants,  and  there  he  related  his 
internal  feniations,  and  -the  over- 
powering effecls  ofiiis  lail  exertions. 
•'  You  are  kil'ing  yourfelf "  faid 
Lacheze.  "  Could  I  do  lefs  (replied 
he)   in  jufiice,  and  for  fo  grea^t  a 


*  Journal  de  la  Maladie  &  de  la  Mort  de  Mirabeaii  I'aine.  Par  P.  J.G.  Cabani* 
Do6leur  en  Medecine,  Sic.  Sec. 

f  Tlds  ilory  is  in  the  Feritable  Portrait,  &c.  It  (hould  be  received  with  cau- 
tion, but  that  foniething  of  the  kind  kerns  to  be  implied  in  Miiabeau's  own  words 
to  his  friend  Lacheze,  related  by  Dr,  Cabani»» 

a  quitted 
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quitted  his  houfe ;  he   grew  worfe         In  all  the  great  relations  of  lU'e^ 

...     J    and  worfe  till  the  morn-  his  charafter  was  fuch  as  to  admit 

P"   2  •  ing  of  t!ie  following  Sa-  of  no  defence,  no  excufe.    His  ene- 

turday,  when  feeling  the  approach  mics  *,  both  of  the  royalifl  and  de- 

of  death,  he  affefted  to  meet  it  with  mocratic  parties,  concur  in  repre- 

the  gaiety  of  an  ancient  epicurean :  fenting  him  as  the  moft  immoral  of 

*'  Nothing  remains  (Hiid  he)  but  to  men;  a  bad  fon,  an  execrable  huf- 

*•  fprinkle  myfelf  with  eifences,  to  band,  a  brutal  lover,and  an  imperious 

*•'  crown  myfelf  with  flowers,  and  to  raafter.     Nor  indeed  do  his  very 

"  lap  my  fenfes  in  foft  mufic,  that  I  friends  f  conceal,  that  from  his  own 

"may   enter  agreeably   into   that  account  he  appeared  to  have  pofleffed 


«  fleep  from  which  I  fliall  never 
*"  more  awake ;"  and  with  thefe 
words  he  ordered  his  fervant  to  get 


in  his  early  days  fev/  difpofitions  to 
virtue  and  redlitude,  and  but  little 
natural  goodnefs  of  heart ;  the  befl 


(Every  thing  ready  for  dreffing  him.     they  can  fay  for  his  memory  is,  that 
But  it  afks  the  fupport  of  religion,     he  was  a  being  who  by  the  force  of 


to  bear  with  refignation  the  pangs 
and  horrours  of  a  death-bed.  After 
}ie  had  loft  his  fpeech,  he  made  figns 
for  pen,  ink,  and  paper,  and  de- 
manded opium.  While  a  meffenger 
v/as  gone  for  the  medicine,  his  im- 
patience even  reftored  to  him  the 
Bfe  of  his  tongue,  and  he  died  with 
reproaches  to  his  friend  and  phy- 
iician  Cabanis,  from  -whom  he 
Jiad  previoufly  exafted  a  fecret  pro- 
Hiife  that  he  Ihould  not  be  fuffered 
to  linger  in  unneceflary  pain. 

The  confpicuous  part  which  MI- 
3rabeau   afted   in   the    Revolution, 


circumflances  operating  on  a  cha- 
rafter  of  lofty  energy,  was  driven 
beyond  the  limits  of  nature  and  mo- 
rality. His  infancy  was  untra£lable 
and  turbulent.  In  his  youth,  by  his 
fcandalous  vices,  he  alienated  all 
who  were  connetSed  with  him  by 
the  ties  of  blood,  and  he  acquired  no 
friend.  The  befl;  years  of  nis  raan-^ 
hood  were  fpent  in  prifons,  where 
he  was  confined  at  the  requeft  of 
his  family,  fometimes  to  punifli* 
fometimes  to  prevent  his  crimes,  and 
fometimes  to  fcreen  him  from  the 
vengeance  of  the  lawj  which  had 


feems  to  require  that  his  character  pronounced  more  than  one  capita! 
ihould  be  here  given,  and  it  may 
not  be  without  its  ufe.  The  nar- 
rative of  his  laft  efforts  for  the  re- 
eSablifliment  of  order,  has  fliewn 
liow  little  even  great  talents  can  do 
towards  curing  evils,  which  very  in- 
ferior minds  are  able  to  occafion : 
a  general  review  of  him  in  private 
and  public,  may  teach  us  the  true 
value  of  popular  fiivonr,  which  couid 
■parnifli  over  fo  much  guilt. 


fentence  againft  him.  His  father 
believed  him  a  parricide;  his  wife 
divorced  him;  his  milirefs, madarae 
Monnier,  he  feduced  from  her  huf- 
band,  his  friend  and  protedtor;  and 
when  he  had  fpent  what  ftie  had 
brought  away  with  her,  fent  her 
back  to  gain  his  own  pardon.  He 
accepted  the  employment  of  a  fpy 
from  the  court  of  Verfailles  at  the 
court  of  Berlin,  and  betrayed  both 


*  Hiftorre  de  la  Revolution,  par  Montjoye  i  part.  chap.  9.  M.  AuHainel  in 
liis  "  Denunciation,"  Sec.  p.  290.  who  gives  a  more  particular  account  of  bis 
crimes;  Veritable  Portrait,  p.  12,  &  Vie  de  Duniouriez,  Liv.  III.  chap.  v. 

t  Jouinal,  &c.  par  Cabanis,  p.  27, 

ceuft;:. 
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Courts.  Not  long  before  the  revo- 
lution he  was  in  this  metropolis ; 
and  he  was  known  to  moft  of  our 
triminal  juril'diftions,  fometimes  as 
aprofl'Cutor.fometimes  as  the  objed 
ofproferution,  and  every  way  alike 
to  his  difgrace. 

As  a  writer,  he  obtained  a  repu- 
tation by  chufing  with  dexterity  the 
Favourite  topics  of  the  day.  His 
Ilyle  was  his  own,  powerful  in  ex- 
preffion,  exciting  and  arrefting  the 
attention  by  frequent  paradoxes. 

As  a  Ipeaker,  he  had  a  command- 
ing voice,  an  impofmg  manner  of 
authority.  His  oratory  was  lefs 
eloquent  than  bold,  lefs  profound 
than  original.  With  a  majority  to 
fupport  and  applaud  him,  he  more 
commonly  employed  farcafm  and 
irony  than  argument.  In  his  fet 
difcourfes  he  did  not  trufl;  totally  to 
himfelf.  There  are  in  them  paf- 
fages  imitated,  and  even  tranflated 
from  the  printed  fpeeches  of  Mr. 
Burke,  and  fome  -.vholecompcfitions 
that  go  under  his  name  were  not 
his.  On  queflions  of  finance  he  is 
faid  to  have  been  aflifted  by  M.  Cla- 
viere  and  M.  Beyerly;  on  colonial 
policy  by  Briflbt,  and  in  *  ether 
branches  by  others  then  of  fecon- 
dary  name.  Nor  did  he  make  a 
fecret  that  he  was  the  organ  of  many 
minor  effayifls  in  politics.  One  day, 
as  he  delcended  fiom  the  tribune,  his 
great  antngonifl:,  M.  Cazales,  having 
privately  exprefied  his  furprize  to 
him  that  he  could  pronounce  a  dif- 
courfe  fo  much  beneath  his  talents, 
he  excufed  himfelf  by  faying,  that 
it  was  put  into  his  hand  juft  as  he 
came,  and  he  had  not  time  to  read 
it  over. 

,  In  his  public  charafler  MIrabeau 
\vas  believed  by  no  means  to  be  in- 


corrupt ;  and  the  elegance  and: 
fplendour  into  which  he  fucldenly 
emerged  from  a  flate  of  the  greatelt 
pecuniary  embarrafiment,  his  pur- 
chafe  of  a  handfome  town-houfe,  of 
a  country-houfe,  and  of  the  moft 
valuable  library  in  France^  the  fums 
which  he  diflipated  in  debauchery, 
and  bellowed  in  what  his  friends 
called  charity,  and  his  enemies  pa- 
pular oftentation,  all  fliew  that  ie 
mull  have  had  fecret  refources. 
Many  particular  inilances  of  his  cor-i 
ruption  have  been  commonly  men- 
tioned, which  it  will  not  be  necef- 
fary  to  relate.  If  it  be  true,  that 
the  proprietors  of  the  mines  of 
Azin  did  indeed  give  him  the  bribe 
of  50,000  livres,  his  end,  if  not  oc- 
cafioned,  was  probably  hailened  by 
his  corruption. 

In  the  pillage  and  bloodfhed  of 
the  Revolution,  Mirabeau  does  not 
feem  to  have  felt  any  poficire  plea- 
fure  of  wanton  malignity,  but  be 
deliberately  encouraged  all  the  early 
infurredlions,  hazarded  all  their  con- 
fequence=,  and  defended  whatever 
happened,  becaufe  he  thought  all 
heceflary  to  the  purpofes  of  his  am- 
bition. 

His  fkill  in  the  management  of 
the  national  afiembly  was  confpicu- 
ous.  But  to  his  influence  there  he 
■did  not  fcruple  to  facrifice  his  opi- 
nions. When  he  could  noc  induce 
the  majority  to  go  with  him,  that 
he  might  ftlU  keep  his  llatioa  at 
their  liead,  he  was  ever  ready  to  go 
with  them ;  and  if  he  was  acciden- 
tally caught  in  a  minority,  com- 
manding the  prefs  as  he  did,  he  had 
the  art  the  next  day  to  reprefent  his 
defeat  as  a  vi^ory.  In  the  lall 
months  of  his  life,  when  he  became 
more  decided  and  fixed  in  the  fup- 


•  Mifs  Williams,  vol.  t.  p.  xio,  names  alfo  M.  Chamfort. 


port 
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port  of  order,  the  reception  which 
he  fometimes  experienced  in  the  af- 
femb'yaswellasinthe  Jacobin  club, 
made  him  fenfible,  as  he  laid  himfelf, 
that  it  was  but  one  ftep  from  the 
Capitol  to  theTarpeian  rock:  he  per- 
ceived that  not  only  his  popularity, 
but  his  exiftence,  was  likely  to  be 
involved  in  one  common  ruin  with 
the  monarchy,  which  he  had  been 
one  of  the  foremoft  to  {hake.  If 
however,  againft  all  probability  he 
had  prevailed,  and  become  the  mi- 
nifter  of  a  free  ftate,  the  fpirit  of 
his  government  may  be  collefted 
from  one  of  his  fpeeches  which  he 
had  prepared,  but  not  ventured  to  de- 
liver: '<  *The  rule  of  liberty  (ob- 
*<  ferved  he)  is  perhaps  more  auftere 
«  than  the  caprices  of  tyrants." 

In  foreign  politics,  IV'iirabeau 
fhewed  lefs  of  the  wild  projedor, 
and  more  of  the  praftical  flatefman 
than  any  of  the  original  leaders  of 
the  Revolution.  When  Carra,  in  the 
latter  end  of  the  year  1790,  moved 
the  Jacobin  club  to  aflill  the  revolt- 
ed lubjedts  of  Leopold  in  the  Ne- 
therlands with  50,000  men,  and  the 
libels  of  twelve  printing-preiTes, 
Mirabeau  immediately  oppofed  it 
with  all  his  force,  and  with  fuc- 
cefs.  His  cares  were  afterwards 
diredled  to  devife  the  means  of 
quieting  the  alarms  of  Europe.  At 
the  moment  of  his  fatal  feizure  f ,  if 
he  did  not  deceive  M.  Dumourier, 
he  hadjuft  fettled  with  iVi.  Montmo- 
rin  a  lift  of  new  ambafladors  to  carry 
on  his  plan  of  negociations.  He  hop- 
ed, that  if  through  the  king  of  Pruffia 
he  could  for  three  months  only  keep 
the  difcontents  of  Germany  from 
breaking  out  into  open  hoilility,  the 


conflitution  might  be  completed, 
order  be  re-eftablifhed,  and  France 
once  mure  affume  her  rank  among 
the  powers  of  Europe.  Bat  there 
is  reafon  to  believe  that  he  had  an 
ulterior  objedt,  to  which  he  meant  to 
make  this  ftate  ofthings  fubfervient, 
and  that  objefl  was  the  humiliation 
of  Great  Britain.  It  was  but  the  day 
before  his  death  that  he  dropped  an 
intimation  of  this  defign.  "  |  Mr. 
"  Pitt  (fpjd  he)  is  a  minifler  ofpre- 
"  parations.  He  governs  Europe 
*'  more  by  what  he  threatens,  than 
"  what  he  does.  Had  I  lived,  I 
"  think  I  fhould  have  given  Ijim 
"  fome  vexation."  He  had  before 
fuffered  fimilar  language  to  efcape 
him  §,  even  to  Englifhmen. 

During  his  illnefs,  the  oppofite 
parties  teftified  a  common  concern 
in  his  welfare ;  one,  becaufe  they 
had  not  quite  ceafed ;  the  other, 
becaufe  they  had  jull  begun  to  en- 
tertain hopes  of  making  him  their 
own.  He-was  fnatched  away  there- 
fore in  a  moment  of  fortunate  am-, 
biguity  for  his  glory,  and  after  a 
life  of  private  and  public  crimes, 
died  generally  lamented.  A  fuf-: 
picion  of  poifon  was  thrown  out  by 
both  parties  againft  each  other, 
but  nothing  was  found  in  the  leafl: 
degree  to  warrant  fuqh  a  beliefT 

In  confequence  of  an  addrels  from, 
the  direftory  of  the  department,  the 
national  aflembly  drcreed,  that  the 
new  church  of  St.  Genevieve  Ihiould 
be  finilhed,  and  inftead  of  the  dedi- 
cation to  God  and  the  Saint,  be  in- 
fcribed  to  the  memory  of  the  gre.it 
men  of  the  Revolution,from  the  gra- 
titude of  their  country ;  that  Mira- 
beau's  remains  Ihould  be  there  en- 


*  Journal  &c.  p.  27. 

^  Vie  deDumouriez,  liv-  iii.  chap.  v.  t  Journal  &:c.  p.  53. 

^  To  Mr.  Miles,     See  his  Condu6^t  of  France,  &c.  &c.  Appendix  p.  223. 

tombed. 
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tombed,  and  till  the  completion  of 
the  edifice,  be  depoiited  in  the  old 
church  next  to  the  allies  of  Def- 
carres.  His  funeral  was  conducted 
with  great  pomp,  and  attended  by 
the  affembly,  the  king's  minillers, 
the  officers  of  department  and  mu- 
niciaality,  as  well  as  the  members 
of  the  different  popular  clubs  :  and 
a  mourning  of  eight  days  vvas  de- 
creed. 

Not  long  before  Mirabeau's  laft 
confinement,  the  diitribudon  which 
fnould  have  place  in  cafes  of  intef- 
tacy,  and  the  power  which  fhouid 
be  allowed  of  making  wills,  were 
under  consideration,  and  he  then 
fhartly  delivered  his  opinion.  The 
qucfcion  was  again  to  come  on; 
when,  the  evening  before  his  death, 
he  put  a  difcoiirfe  on  the  fuhjecl 
into  the  hands  of  the  bifhop  of 
Autun,  who  the  next  day  in  the 
courie  of  the  debate  read  it  from 
the  tribune.  His  propofal  was,  that 
nine-tenths  of  the  property  of  pa- 
rents fl)Ould,  in  all  cafes,  be  equally 
divided  among  the  children,  and 
that  cne-ter.th  only  fhouid  be  al- 
lowed to  be  given  away  by  will 
to  friends,  and  others,  aliens  in 
blood.  Yet  at  the  time  that  here- 
commended  this  law  to  his  country, 
he  was  confcious  how  weak,  when 
oppofed  to  thegeruine  workings  of 
nature,  are  the  artificial  inftitutions 
of  falfe  philofophy.  He  had,  that 
very  afternoon,  been  making  his 
own  will,  and  had  even  borrowed 
from  the  fortune  of  his  friend  and 
executor  M.  la  Marck,  to  fulfil,  as 
he  faid,  obligations  preffing  on  his 
confcience  and  dear  to  liis  heart  *. 
His  pollhumous  fpeech  was  much 
applauvied  by  the  alTembly,  and  or- 
dered to  be  printed,  but  his  opinion 


was  not  followed;  the  equal  diftri- 
bation  in  cafes  ofinteftacy  was  de- 
creed", but  theconfiderarion  whether 
any  rellraint  fhouid  be  laid  on  the 
right  of  teftamentary  difpofition  de- 
ferred. 

The  late  declaration  of  Mirabeau, 
and  the  general  condufl  of  his  col- 
legues  in  the  direflory,  had  given 
courage  to  the  monarchy -club, 
which  now  confiiied  of  more  than  a 
thoufand  members,  to  make  another 
attempt  at  a  meeting  on  the  zSik 
of  March.  But  they  were  pelted 
with  Hones  by  the  populace,  and 
compelled  to  retire.  As  an  excufs 
for  this  ourag?,  it  was  reported  that 
they  had  provoked  it  by  wearing 
the  white  cockade,  and  appearing 
with  arms.  Thefe  charges,  however, 
received  a  public  contradiclion 
from  the  Prefident  M.  Clermont  de 
Tonnerre  ;  yet  from  this  time  they 
fubmitted  quietly  to  the  tyranny  of 
their  adverfaries,  and  did  not  make 
a  fingle  flruggle  more  for  the  open 
euablifhment  of  their  fociety. 

The  perfecution  of  the  clergy, 
which  had  never  ceafed,  about  this 
period  gained  frefh  lirength  from 
a  decree  of  the  national  .  ., 
afTembly,  orde-ing  all  ihe  ^P™  4* 
adminiltrative  bodies  to  denounce, 
and  the  public  accufers  to  profecute, 
fuch  perfons  as  had  offended  ao-ainft 
the  decree  of  the  27  th  of  November, 
This  added  to  the  diffatisfadion  ex- 
cited by  their  former  meafures 
am.ong  the  devout  and  ferious  part 
of  the  people,  and  to  the  violence 
already  manifefted  by  the  enemies 
of  the  church. 

The  vacancies  of  the  different 
{ees  and  cures  having  been  declared, 
were  now  to  be  iupplied.  The 
bilhops    were    commonly    recom- 


Joumal,  Sec.  p.  j$. 
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Ciended  from  the  great  mother- 
ciub  at  Paris,  to  the  affiliated  focie- 
lies,  and  by  their  means  elefted: 
they  were  then  carried  to  be  en- 
throned, and  put  in  pofleffion  of  the 
epifcopal  palaces  by  municipal  of- 
ficers, amidil  files  of  national  guards, 
under  cover  of  cannon,  and  by  beat 
of  drum.  Of  courfe,  the  only  qua- 
lification regarded  in  prelates  fo 
chofen,  was  the  orthodoxy  not  of 
their  religious,  but  political  creed. 
The  other  dignities,  and  the  bene- 
fices of  the  church,  were  all  filled, 
as  far  as  they  could,  in  a  fimilar 
manner.  The  great  refource  for 
this  purpofe  was  in  the  Janfeniils, 
who  agreeing  in  principle  with  the 
decrees  of  the  affembly,  might  con- 
fcientioufly  accept  the  vacant  bene- 
fices; and  who  holding  the  fame 
dodlrines  of  faith  with  the  church  of 
Rome,  independently  of  points  rela- 
tive to  the  hierarchy,  and  being 
aftually  profelTed  members  of  that 
church,  did  not  flartle  the  common 
people  with  the  appearance  of  in- 
novation. Yet  the  moft  learned 
and  refpedable  even  among  the 
Janfenifts,  wrote  againfl  thofe  who 
took  the  oath ;  and  out  of  the  pale 
of  that  fed,  very  few  indeed  of  the 
new  redors  and  vicars  v/cre  men  of 
character,  while  all  priefls  and  dea- 
cons who  lay  under  fufpenfion,  or 
other  ecclefiaflical  cenfures,  were 
received  with  open  arms,  and  pro- 
moted according  to  their  zeal  for 
the  Revolution.  Neverthelefs  as, 
after  all,  many  were  ftill  wanting 
for  the  vacant  cures,  luch  of  the 
laity  as  could  be  tempted  by  the 
profpe£l  of  a  provifion,  were  or- 
dained with  little  or  no  enquiry  *  ; 


"  labourers  who  had  thrown  iway 
"  their  fpades,  tradefmen  who  had 
"  deferted  their  employments;  va- 
"  gabonds  and  libertines  who  had 
"  not  found  admittance  into  civiliz- 
"  edfociety."  It  is  probable  this  was 
in  part  the  efFeft  of  necelTity;  but 
it  m^ay  alfo  in  part  have  arifen  (and 
fome  have  aflerted  that  it  did  arife) 
from  a  fcheme  in  the  democratic 
fadion,  to  undermine  the  chriftian 
religion  by  difgracing  the  prieft- 
hood. 

The  pope  had  been  fome  time 
employed  on  the  affairs  cf  the  Gal- 
lican  church.  At  laft,  upon  the 
loth  of  March  he  publifhed  a  bull, 
in  which,  profefTrng  not  to  j^idge 
politically  of  the  general  meafures 
of  the  national  affembly,  on  whofe 
conduft  he  admitted  himfelf  to  have 
no  right  to  decide,  he  confidered 
the  new  contlitution  of  the  clergy, 
merely  in  regard  to  the  doftrines  of 
the  catholic  church  ;  and  after  ad- 
ducing many  authorities  to  prove 
thofe  doflrines,  determined  againfl 
the  decree.  He  did  not,  however^ 
even  go  the  length  of  pronouncing 
any  cenfure  againft  thofe  priefts  who 
had  taken  the  oath.  This  bull  was 
received  in  Paris  before  the  lat-r 
ter  end  of  the  fame  month,  but  -j-  it 
was  rtudioufly  fupprefl'ed,  and  a  fa- 
bricated inltrument  fubllituted,  of  a 
contrary  tenour,  which  deceived 
many,  who  afterward?  retraftcd.  In 
the  i;nean  time,  the  name  of  the 
pope  was  yet  treated  with  fome  de- 
gree of  reverence,  while  the  founders 
of  the  new  church  hoped,  by  a  pre- 
tended deference  to  him,  to  quiet 
the  alarms  of  the  fober  part  of  the 
people. 


•  This  is  literally  taken  from  a  complaint  made  to  the  national  affembly  by 
M.  Sirey,  conftitutional  vicar-general  to  the  new  bifhop  of  Peiigueux,  as  quote^ 
by  the  Abbe  Banuel,  p.  99.  Eng.  Tranfl. 

f  Lettie  d'  un  Fiancois,  &g,  as  well  as  Abbe  Banuel  and  M.  Audalnel. 

From 
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From  the  finl  preaching  of  chrif- 
danity,  in    all   times   of  trial,    the 
zeal  of  the  female  fex  has  burnt  with 
a  bright  and  fteady  fiame.     It  was 
fo  in  France.     A  mode  of  perfecu- 
tion,  therefore,  was  invented  pecu- 
liarly for  tliem,  wh'ch  might  afillft 
with   fhame  as   well  as  with  pain. 
Their  perfons   were  evpofed,  and 
they    were    publicly    fcourged    by 
companies    of  abandoned    wo.men, 
who  went  openly  about  the  Greets 
armed  with  rods  for  this  purpofe,  in 
defiance   of  all    decency.       As    if 
every  thing  moft  excellent  was  the 
objeft  of  particular  hatred,,  the  firft 
attack  was  made  upon  an  order  of 
nuns,  of  whom  no  perfon  of  (zrSi- 
bility  has   ever  *  fpolcen,  but  with 
the  warmed  admiration; — the   fif- 
terhood  of  charity.     The  devotion 
of  thefe  meritorious  women  was  not 
confined  to  the  exercifes  and  morti- 
fications of  the  cloifter,  but  expand- 
ed itfelf  abroad  in  aftive  benevo- 
lence  to  thofe   who   moft   wanted 
their  humane    ofiices:    their   lives 
were   dedicated  to  the  folace  and 
relief  of  the  lick  and  aged  in  loath- 
fome  hofpitals,  and  to  the  inftruc- 
tion  of  children  in  fchools  attached 
to  their  different  eftablilhments.    It 
was  pretended  that  they  inculcated 
bad  principles,  in  forming  the  ten- 
der minds  under  their  care  to  a  re- 
verence for  that  religion,  from  v/hich 
they    had    themfelves    learned    to 
make  fuch  fublime   facrifices,   and 
Aipon  this  charge  they  were  feized 
and  whipped  with  fuch  feverity,  that 
^n  one  fingle  parifh  f  three  are  faid 


to  have  expired  under  the  rod.  Soon 
after  the  fame  outrages  were  com- 
mitted on  the  religious  women  of 
other  orders,  whole  chapels  were 
ferved  by  non-juring  priefts,  and 
on  every  woman  of  better  appear- 
ance, who  was  feen  to  frequent 
places  of  catholic  worfhip.  All  this 
while  none  of  the  flagellants  were 
molefted,  much  lefs  puniQied,  ex- 
cept in  a  fingle  inftance  in  the  fu- 
burb  of  St  Germain,  where  one  of 
their  own  number  fuffered  by  miC- 
take;  the  municipality  even  lent  a 
colour  of  authority  to  the  original 
pretence,  by  calling  together  all  the 
fchool-mafters  and  fchool-mifirefles 
of  Paris,  and  compelling  more  thaa 
kven  hundred  of  them  in  one  day 
to  take  the  civic  oath;  they  pro- 
ceeded alfo,  on  the  demand  of  the 
fedlions,  and  with  the  approbatioa 
of  the  department,  to  fliut  up  all 
the  chapels  of  convents,  colleres, 
and  hofpiials;  and  both  meaiures 
received  the  countenance  of  the 
legiflature  in  a  new  decree.  The 
Abbu  Maury  was  not  permitted  to 
read,  in  bis  place,  a  letter  addreifed 
to  him  by  the  fupcrior  general  of 
the  order  of  charity,  complaining, 
though,  as  he  faid,  with  much  mode- 
ration and  meeknefs,  of  the  afflic- 
tions which  the  jiilerhood  had  en- 
dured. 

The  miniflry,  in  the  name  of  the 
king,  fent  a  rcqucll  to  tbedirciSory 
of  the  department,  that  they  would 
take  fteps  for  putting  an  end  to  all 
pcrfecution  on  the  fcore  of  religion; 
and  the  directory,  in   confequence. 


*  See  in  Mifs  Williams's  Letters,  vol.  II.  p.  193.  a  long  and  intereftingpaffage, 
in  the  highelt  Itrain  of  panegj-ric,  on  the  iilieihood  of  charity.  It  is  much  to  be  )  e- 
gretied,  that  a  writer  who  fo  well  knew  their  merits  did  not  give  us  a  pariicuiar 
account  of  the  unworthy  treatment  which  they  futFered. 

t  Abbe  Barruel  fo  alferts  in  his  hiftor/.  He  attributes  ^hs  mode  of  perfecu. 
tuiix  to  the  advice  cf  M.  Ccndcrcet. 

publiihe4 
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publifhed  a  long  lift  of  regulations 
touching  divine  worfhip.  But  this 
publication  no  fooner  appeared,  than 
it  drew  down  much  difcordant  cen- 
lure.  Many  regarded  it  as  an  ufur- 
pation  of  legiiladve  pov.-er,  on  the 
part  of  the  body  from  which  it  had 
ilTued.  They  who  hoped  relief  from 
it,  complained  that  it  gr.inted  but 
an  imperfe£l  and  iliiberal  toleration; 
while  the  violent  party  among  the 
Jacobins,  and  all  the  agitators  of  the 
capital,  loud.'y  inveighed  againft 
it,  as  favouring  and  encouraging 
fanatic] fm  and  a  counter-revolu- 
tion. 

Thedire(Slon'haddeclared,aniong 
other  things,  that  en  proper  r.ppii- 
cation,  they  would  licence  fuch  of 
the  fuppreifed  chapels  as  any  focie- ' 
ty  of  individuals  might  hire  from 
the  municijsality.  Accordingly,  a 
licence  was  obtained  for  a  chapel 
which  had  lately  belonged  to  the 
convent  of  the  Theatin=,  and  it  was 
to  be  ooened  on  the  follow- 


.April 
17th. 


ing  Si  liiday,  by  fome  of  the 
non-ji'  ring  clergy,     *  But  a 


riotous  crowd  aflVmbled,  yijevented 
the  congregatii  5n  from  entering,  and 
placed  over  th  e  door  a  bundle  of 
rods  with  a  fui. udoie  infcription  of 
menace.  The  tnayor  went  to  the 
fpot  with  an  an  r^ed  force,  and  or- 
dered the  rods  and  infcription  to 
be  taken  down;  but  no  fooner  was 
his  back  turned  ,  than  they  were 
again  reftored,  v  dth  an  addition  to 
the  infcription,  i  nforming  the  rea- 
der, tliat  having  been  removed  by 
the  mayor  it  had  been  replaced  by 
order  of  the  peop  le.     The  national 


guards,  who  had  been  left  for  the 
protedlion  of  the  chapel,  remained 
quiet  fpediatcrs  of  the  fcene. 

While  the  civil  power  was  thus 
bafHed  and  defpifed  in  the  firfl:  at- 
tempt to  fecure  a  toleration  for  that 
which  was  lately  th^  ellabliihed 
chufch  of  the  land,  a  grenadier, 
who  was  on  duty  at  the  door  of  the 
rova'I  ciiapel  in  the  Tliuilleries,  was 
inflaming  tlie  minds  of  ail  around 
him  againft  the  religion  of  the  king, 
then  at  his  devotions  in  the  chapel. 
The  grand  almoner,  it  was  faid, 
who  was  adminiltering  the  facra- 
ment,  and  all  the  choplains  who 
were alTilling, weie  refra£tQry prieftc ; 
the  royal  coniefibr,  who  had  taken 
the  oath,  had  been  difmilTed ;  and  the 
conrtitutional  rciflor  of  the  king's 
parish  church  had  in  vain  applied  at 
the  palace,  to  know  if  he  was  to 
make  the.  afual  preparations  for  the 
obfersance  of  Eaiier,  by  the  royal 
fairdly.  The  celebration  of  mafs, 
indeed,  was  not  interrupted  in  con- 
fequence  of  the  fo'dier's  harangue; 
but  theie  tales,  with  the  moll  iedi- 
tious  comments  upon  them,  were  ea- 
gerly circulated ;  and  the  fame 
evening  the  club  of  the  Cordeliers 
pofied  up  a  refolulion,  in  which  the 
king  was  arraigned  as  rcfraftory  to 
the  law.  His  intended  departure 
the  next  day,  to  take  the  benefit  of 
air  and  exercife,  at  St.  Cloud  (where 
he  had  the  preceding  year  (pent 
part  of  the  fpring  and  the  autumn) 
was  reprefentcd  as  a  mere  colour  f, 
to  have  the  opportunity  of  keeping 
the  holy  fcafou  of  Eafter  with  non- 
juring  priefts. 


*  Moniteiir,  Ap  ril  azd,  and  Letter  from  Paris,  dated  April,  in  the  Courier 
d'Europe,  of  the  far,  ie  month. 

-f-  This  was  the  c.  harge  of  the  Cordeliers  :  and  Mr.  Du  Gour,  from  an  exami- 
nation of  all  the  papt  TS  on  both  fides  at  the  time,  clearly  proves  this  to  have  been 
the  fole  pretext  of  th  ;  riot,  and  not  a  fear  of  the  king's  ellape  out  of  the  kingdom, 
wliich  was  an  after- 1!  lought.     See  Pefence  de  Louis  XVI.  vol.  L  p.  98. 

Early 
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Early*    the   ne.'lv   morn- 
ino-,    accordine    to   an   ar- 


April 

l8th.         -  -  ■     n       r 

rangement    previoully    let- 

tJed  by  the  direftory  of  the  de- 
partment, the  firft  detachment  of 
the  guards,  who  were  appointed 
to  do  duty  at  St.  Cloud,  were 
inarched  nway  without  the  flight- 
ell  oppofition  or  murmur;  but 
no  fooner  did  the  royal  coaches 
appear  at  the  gate  of  the  palace, 
than  the  alarm  bell  in  the  church  of 
St.  Roche  was  rung,  and  the  multi- 
tude came  flocking  from  every 
quarter  of  Paris.  M.  La  Fayette 
arrived  with  a  party  of  national 
guards,  but  the  foldiers  gave  ftrong 
figns  of  mutiny.  The  commander 
in  chief  and  his  aid-de-camps  en- 
deavoured to  inculcate  obedience, 
and  to  bring  them  back  to  a  fenfe 
of  their  duty :  "  hold  your  tongues," 
was  the  anfwer  of  the  foldiers ;  "  the 
"  king  Ihall  not  go."  When  the 
royal  family  got  into  their  carriages 
the  tumult  thickened.  The  popu- 
lace flood  ready  tooppofc  their  paf- 
fage.  M.  Bailly  addreffed  the  crowd 
in  the  name  of  the  law  :  they  clofed 
round  the  carriages  :  M.  la  Fayette 
commanded  the  guards  to  open  a 
way :  the  grenadiers  feized  the  horfes, 
and  prefented  their  bayonets  to  the 
poftillions,  while  the  rioters  cut  the 


traces.  The  mayor,  the  command- 
er in  chief,  exerted  therafelves  in 
vain ;  in  vain  did  they  harangue, 
foothe,  and  threaten :  they  were 
only  hifTed  and  hooted.  At  lafl, 
finding  all  their  efforts  fruitlefs,  they 
went  to  acquaint  the  municipality 
and  direftory  withthellateofthings, 
to  require  from  the  latter  decifive 
orders  in  cafe  of  extremity,  and  to 
colleft,  if  poffible,  a  frclh  force, 
on  which  more  reliance  could  be 
placed.  In  the  mean  time  the  f  moll 
infolent  language,  the  moil  abomi- 
nable propoficlons,  rung  in  the 
king's  ears  :  the  oiFxers  and  attend- 
ants of  the  houihold,  who  were  with 
him,  haltened  to  make  around  him 
a  rampart,  at  leaft  of  their  bodies, 
if  the  intentions,  which  were  too 
plainly  manifefled,  fhould  be  car- 
ried into  execution.  But  it  was  ne- 
cefiary  that  the  king  Ihculd  drink 
of  the  chalice  to  the  very  dregs  : 
his  faithful  fervanls  were  torn  from 
him  by  violence ;  and,  in  fine,  after 
having  endured  for  an  hour  and 
three  quarters  every  manner  of  out- 
rage, he  was  conflrained  to  return 
to  his  prifon ;  for,  after  what  had  hap- 
pened, (as  hetruly  obfervedhimfclf) 
what  other  appellation  could  be 
given  to  his  palace?  On  this  try- 
ing occafion  Louis  the  XVIth  feems 


*  This  account  of  what  happrned  at  the  Thuilleries  is  taken  princifially  from 
"  Hilloire  de  la  Revolution  par  deux  Amis  de  la  Llberte,"  vol.  VI,  p.  332. 
Dr.  Moore's  *'  View  Sec.  of  the  French  Revolution,"  vol.  II.  and  the  king's  own 
paper  in  June  1791.  The  i'equel  is  from  the  authentic  documents  publiHied  by 
the  ieveral  bodies  there  mentioned,  in  the  French  Papers  of  the  beft  authority. 

f  Wiiat  immediately  follosvs  is  in  the  king's  own  words.  Some  of  the  parti- 
ticiilars  we  have  from  other  Ihiirces.  The  "  Lettre  d'un  Fran9ois,"  &c.  &c. 
teils  uSj  on  the  authority  of  M.  Duras,  who,  as  a  principal  gentleman  of  the  bed- 
chamber, was  in  the  king's  coach,  that  one  ciy  was;  "  Tbe  Hog  is  fat  enough,  it  is 
time  to  Itick  him." — 7'he  Hog  {le  Cochon)  was  one  of  the  many  nick-names  given  t<i 
the  king.  The  "  Hilloire  de  la  Conjuration  de  L.  P.  J.  d'Orleans"  (vol.  III. 
p.  II  a..)  mentions  a  grenadier,  to  whofe  behaviour,  in  prefence  of  tiie  queen,  we 
cannot  find  words  to  convey  any  diftin^  allulion. 

Vol.  X.XXIV.  [/]  to 
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to  have  difplayed  an  undaunted 
mind.  When  *  one  of  the  national 
guards,  approaching  the  carriage, 
upbraided  him  with  his  protetJtion 
ot  the  non-juring  clergy,  and  their 
employment  in  the  fervice  of  the 
royal  chapel,  "  Go,  wretch"  cried 
the  infulted  monarch,  "  who  made 
"  you  a  judge  of  my  confcience?" 

The  king's  nnl  care  was  to  fend 
for  the  directory,  and  fiiate  to  them 
all  that  had  happened.  The  next 
.  -1  day  he  received  an  ad- 
"  ^'  d.  efs  from  them,  in  which, 
with  ill-timed  flattery  to  the  multi- 
tude, they  declared,  that  they  hnd 
not  been  in  the  Icaft  alarmed  for  his 
fafety,  becaufe  they  knew  the  at- 
tachment of  the  people  to  his  per- 
fon:  but  they  told  him  alfo,  that  no 
confidence  in  him  could  long  refill 
the  finiiler  imprefilons  made  by  all 
around  him.  He  favoured  the  re- 
fradory,  they  faid,  and  was  ferved 
only  by  the  enemies  of  the  conilitu- 
tion.  He  was  tlterefore  prefled  in  a 
(lyle  of  peremptory  injunflion,  and 
in  the  allumed  name  of  all  the  depart- 
i^^ents,  to  banilh  from  his  prefence 
thofe  whom  they  called  the  enemies 
of  the  conftitution,  and  to  announce 
that  conftitution  by  a  new  fet  of 
minifters  to  foreign  nations. 

With  this  addrefs  to  the  king 
they  voted  another  to  the  citizens 
of  Paris,  much  longer,  and  in  a  to- 
tally different  ilrain.  It  was  a  very 
gentle  and  refpefcful  expoftulation, 
profefiing  for  its  objeift  "  to  quiet 
"  the  alarms  of  the  people,  and  lay 
"  open  to  them  the  confoquences  of 
"  every  irregular  Jlep  in  a  fociety 
"  legally  confiituted."  It  was  full 
of  apology  for  telling  unpopular 
truths,  while  it  indulged  freely  in 
popular  fiction,  attributing  the  dbm- 


motions  of  the  city  to  artful  en<r- 
mies  of  the  conftitution  and  the  pub- 
lic happinefs,  on  the  one  fide,  and 
on  the  other  to-  good  men,  wno  from 
a  confidence  in  the  purity  of  their 
own  intentions,  abandoned  them- 
felves  too  much  to  their  patriotic 
impulfes.  It  did  however  tell  the  . 
citizens,  that  Paris  was  but  a  part 
of  the  empire  ;  that  the  national  af- 
fembly  and  the  king  belonged  to  the 
whol?  ;  that  in  them  eminently  re- 
fided  the  conftitution  ;  that  their  in- 
dependence was  effential  ;  and  that 
in  addition  to  her  other  lofles,  Paris 
fhould  be  fearful  of  driving  them 
from  her  walls. 

The  diredliory,  at  the  fame  time, 
thought  proper  to  convoke  the  fec- 
tlons;  which  was, according  to  their 
own  phrafe,  "  to  call  back  the  citi- 
"  zens  to  their  duty  by  the  exercifc 
"  of  tlielr  rights."  But  as  thej 
were  well  acquainted  with  the  tur- 
bulent and  bufy  fpirit  of  thofe  meet- 
ings, they  endeavoured  to  limit  their 
debates  to  a  queilion  in  the  alter- 
native. Whether  petitions  ought  to 
be  prefented  to  the  king,  praying 
him  to  execute  his  original  defign 
of  going  to  St.  Cloud,  or  addreffes 
of  thanks  for  having  preferred  re- 
maining at  Paris,  that  he  might  not 
endanger  the  public  tranquillity? 

Thefe  mealures  of  the  depart- 
ment v^ere  immediately  communi- 
cated to  the  national  afTembly,  and 
approved;  foon  after  which  tlie 
king  appeared  at  the  fitting.  He 
mentioned  the  motives  of  tender- 
nefs  for  the  deluded  multitude,  whick 
had  induced  him  to  poftpone  his  jour- 
ney; but  he  faid  it  was  of  impor- 
tance to  the  nation  to  prove  that  he 
was  free,  fince  upon  that  depended 
the  validity  of  the  decrees,  which 


*  Dr.  Moore's  View,  Sec,  S:c« 


he- 
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he  fanftioned  or  accepted.  He  per- 
iifted,  therefore,  in  his  intention  of 
going  to  St.  Cloud,  and  trufted  that 
theaflembly  would  fee  the  necefficy 
of  it.  He  added,  that,  apparently 
for  the  purpofe  of  exciting  iafur- 
reilions  among  a  people  whofe  love 
he  had  delerved  by  all  he  had  done, 
attempts  were  made  to  infpire  them 
with  doubts  of  his  attachment  to 
the  conltitution;  he  allured  them, 
therefore,  that  havirg  accepted  and 
fworn  it,  he  did  to  the  utmoll  of  his 
power  maintain  and  execute  it;  and 
he  appealed  to  the  affembly,  as 
knowing  that  all  his  views  had  no 
other  objed  than  the  happineis  of 
the  people,  and  that  their  happiaefs 
could  only  reiult  from  obiervance 
of  the  laws,  and  obedience  to  law- 
ful authority. 

The  aflembly  applauded  the  king's 
fpeech,  and  the  Prefident,  M.  Cha- 
broud,  in  his  anfwer,  paid  the  un- 
happy Louis  many  perfonal  com- 
pliments. He  talked,  however,  in 
unifon  with  the  language  of  the  di- 
redlory,  that  there  was  a  faflion  too 
well  known  by  their  projects,  their 
efforts,  and  their  plots,  which  mull 
be  prevented  from  interpofing  be- 
tween the  throne  and  the  nation; 
but  he  faid  not  a  fyllable  of  the  ne- 
ceffity  that  the  laws  Ihould  be  ob- 
ferved,  lawful  authori.y  obeyed,  and 
the  king  free;  nor  did  he  even 
glance  at  the  main  fubjeft  of  the 
king's  fpeech,  his  intention  of  ftill 
going  to  St.  Cloudi 

The  municipality  followed  in  due 
order  with  an  addreji,  echoing  the 
fentiments  of  the  department  and 
the  national  aflembly.  Tne  fec- 
tions,  in  general,  rciufed  to  delibe- 
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rate;  and  that  of  the  French  thea- 
tre, in  particular,  aflrgned  as  a  rea- 
fon,  that  the  queftlon  was  captious, 
involving  in  both  parts  of  the  al- 
ternative, an  implied  approbatio;! 
of  the  king's  original  intention. 
Tiiey  alfo  voted  it  an  infringement 
of  their  rights  to  confine  them  to 
a  yes  or  a  no;  they  adhered  not- 
withllanding  to  the  addrefs  cf  the 
department,  as  thinking  it  to  be, 
what  it  really  was,  the  very  reverfe 
of  the  queilion  fent  down  to  the  fec- 
tions,  and  a  plain  cenfure  on  the 
king;  and  they  pronounced  thofe 
national  guards,  who  at  the  Thuil- 
leries  had  adled  conformably  to  the 
will  of  the  people,  to  be  alone  deferv- 
ing  of  praife.  The  clubs,  the  motion- 
mikjrs  of  the  Palais  Roya!  •,  the 
more  violent  journalifts,  and  the 
occafionai  pamphleteers  without 
mme,  kept  no  bounds;  and  the 
beauties  of  their  v/oiks  were  re- 
peated about  the  ftreets.  A  favour- 
ite pafTage  of  this  kind  was  a  ibrc 
of  definition,  or  defcription  of  a 
monarch,  reprefenting  him  as  "  a 
"  being  without  ufe,  a  gigantic 
"  mcnfter  that  devoured  thirty  mil- 
*'  lions  a  year." 

In  fome  of  thefe  produftions,  full 
of  fedition,  treafon,  and  impiety, 
which  were  nightly  ftuck  up  on  the 
gates  of  the  king's  palace,  mention 
was  made  for  the  firll  time  of  the 
pretended  plan  for  his  efcape,  by 
going  from  St.  Cloud  toCompeigne, 
and  thence  out  of  the  kingdom. 
Louis   immediately   conde-  .. 

fcended  to  notice  this  fug-  *  ", 
geftion,    and,    through   the 
direftory,  to  give  it  the  moft  une- 
quivocal   contradidlion.      But   this 


*  It  was  at  one  time  intended  to  hive  given  fome  fpecimens  here,  but  as  it  has 
been  done  by  M.  Da  Gour  in  Ins  "  Delence  de  Louii  XVL"  vol.  I.  p.  108,  and 
by  Dr.  Moore  in  his  "  View,  &c."  vol.  II.  p.  24.3,  we  .hail  be  ci  "".ented  to  refer 
•ur  readers  thither,  without  encumbering  and  fullyii^g  our  own  page. 

[/]  2  declaration 
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declaration  of  his  majefty  was  de- 
iaced  or  torn  down,  while  the  op- 
polite  aflertion  of  the  clubs  and  ano- 
nymous libellers  was  luffered  to  re- 
main. 

This,  however,  was  the  Isafl  of 
the  king's  mortifications.  Preffed 
as  he  was  by  all  thole  public  bodies, 
to  which  alone  he  could  look  for 
fupport  againll  the  populace  and 
their  fecret  inlligators,  it  was  im- 
pofllble  for  him  to  refill  what  they 
all  advifed  or  rather  commanded. 
His  grand  almoner,  his  chaplains, 
the  noblemen  of  his  bed-cham.ber, 
were  all  permitted  to  refign  j  the 
journey  to  St.  Cloud  was  abandon- 
ed; and  the  royal  family  received  the 
facrament  on  Ealler  day,  from  the 
hands  of  a  conftitutional  priePc,  at  the 
church  of  St.  Germain,  of  Auxerre. 
A  declaration  alfo  to  foreign  courts, 
fuch  as  fully  correfponded  with  the 
outline  traced  by  the  direftory,  was 
drawn  up  in  the  king's  name  *  by 
two  members  of  the  alTembly,  who 
were  then  fuppofed  to  be  beft  ac- 
•quainted  with  the  ways  of  popula- 
rity :  but  it  was  written  rath:;r  in 
their  own  charafters  than  in  that  of 
Louis  the  XVIth.  By  fome  in- 
triguers about  the  court,  it  was  pat 
into  the  king's  hand,  who  deter- 
mined to  make  this  lall  experiment, 
and  gave  the  paper  without  altera- 
tion to  M.  Montmorln,  to  be  re- 
duced into  the  form  of  an  official 
letter.  The  minilter  remonftrated 
againft  the  contents  of  it,  as  likely 


to  have  an  effefl  the  very  contrary' 
to  that  which  was  intended;  and  on 
the  king's  perfilHng,  went  fo  far  as 
to  oifer  his  refignatlon,  but  with 
iome  marks  of  difpleafure  he  was 
told,  that  he  mull;  fir  ft  obey. 

The  letter,  therefore,  was    pre- 
pared 4ind    communicated    to    the 
national    affembly,    where  it    was 
vehemently  applauded;    ^  ^il  zqd 
and   the   amicable  de-       "        -^ 
bate  to  which  it  gave  rife  exlilbited 
the  new   fpedlacle  of  a  conteft  of 
loyalty  between  M.  Alexander  La- 
meth  and  Roberfpierre.     The  pre- 
'fident  in  his  addiefs  pronounced  a 
warm  eulogy  on  the  monarch,  and 
endeavoured  to  flatter  his  ambition, 
while  he  dilcovered  that  of  the  na- 
tion.    "  Placed  on  the  moft  fplen- 
"  did  throne  of  the  world  (faid  he) 
"  you  have  given  the  firft  example 
"  of  a  great  king  proclaiming  afar 
"  the  liberty  of  f  the  people  in  all 
"  nations."     He  told  him,  that  his 
heart  was  known  to  the  French,  who 
were  accultomed  to  pronounce  his 
name  with  thofe  eftufions  of  tender- 
nefs  and  gratitude  which  great  be- 
nefits   command:  the  laft  head  of 
the  hydra  of  fadtion,  he  faid,  had 
now  fallen,  and  he  ventured  to  an- 
nounce that   his   majefty  would  be 
happy.     Eut  Louis  the  XVIth  was 
too  well  acquainted  with  the  praxfes 
and  promifes  of    the   aflembly   in. 
their  public  intercourfe  with  him, 
not  to  have  fome  doubts  of  their 
f&lidity,  which  he  delicately  and  af- 


*  Di.  I\Ioore  fays  he  had  the  account  here  given  cf  that  celebi  ated  letter,  from 
a  peilbn  of  veracitjr,  vv'ho  had  particmar  means  of  knowledge,  vcl.  II.  p.  307. — It 
is  in  itklf  highly  probable  from  the  circumftaiices  and  ch:jra6leis  of  the  parties. 
There  was  always  a  little  low  intrigue  of  this  kind  canicd  on  about  the  king  and 
queen,  by  the  leaders  of  the  popiil  :i  party ;  and  f.-ve;  al  of  their  letters  recoinmend- 
ing  various  projects  v.ere  accordingly  -bund  on  the  taking  of  the  palace,  \n  Auguft, 
J791. 

■f  Thephrafe  in  tl.e  o^•igiIlal  is  "  des  feuples''"  ii»  the  plural,  which  cannot  be 
SraBfl^r^d  but  by  fome  fuch  circumlocution  as  that  in  the  text. 

fe(St;ngly 
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fe^lngly  hinted  in  a  fhort  reply : 
after  expreffing  how  infinitely  he 
was  touched  by  the  juflice  done  him, 
he  added ;  "  could  the  aflembly  read 
"  the  bottom  of  iny  heart,  it  would 
**  fee  there  nothing  but  fentimehts 
"  proper  tojuftify  the  confidence 
"  of  the  nation;  all  diltruft  would 
"  be  baniflied  from  between  us, 
"  and  we  fhould  all  be  happy." 

An  event  which  foon  after  took 
place,  feemed  fora  fliort  time  to  open 
a  prolpeft  to  the  re-eilablifliment 
•of  fomething  like  order.  The  dif- 
obedience  of  the  national  guards  at 
the  Thuilleries  was  fo  much  more 
•flagrant  than  it  had  ever  been  before, 
atieaft  fmce  the  march  to  Verfailles, 
that  M.  la  Fayette,  wno  had  been 
■greatly  blimed  by  m  my  for  con- 
tinuing in  the  command  after  that 
•period,  now  thought  it  incumbent 
upon  him  to  refign.  The  munici- 
pality, in  a  very  flattering  addrefs, 
requeiled  him  to  refume  his  ftation, 
but  he  declined,  unlefs  his  comrades, 
as  he  flill  called  them,  would  folemn- 
ly  afllire  him  of  their  future  obedi- 
ence to  the  law.  Jn  confequence, 
the  different  battalions  affembled, 
Tefolvcd  to  offer  the  command  again 
to  M.  la  Fayette,  and  fwore  obedi- 
■ence  to  the  law;  to  which  fome  ad- 
ded an  oath  of  unlimited  confidence 
in  their  chief.  The  municipality, 
thus  feconded,  prefled  him  again; 
and,  fond  as  he  was  of  popularity 
and  power,  perhaps  too  having  pro- 
duced ail  the  effed;  which  he  origi- 
ginally  intended  by  his  refignation, 
he  no  longer  reiifted.  When  he 
•was  completely  re-ini'lated,  he  went 
with  deputies  from  ali  the  battalions 
to  the  king,  and  addreffed  him  in  the 
name  of  all ; — it  was  to  thank  his 
xnajefl;y  for  his  declaration  to  foreign 
powers  in  favour  of  the  conftitution. 
The  king  returned  a  very  gracious 


anAver,  and  obfcrved,  that  to  enfure 
the  conftitution  for  ever,  the  Pari- 
fian  guards  had  only  to  give  the 
example  of  obedience  to  the  laws. 
The  train  then  filed  off  before  the  pa- 
lace, crying,  "  Long  live  the  king  ! 
*'  long  live  the  refiorer  of  French  li- 
"  bsrty !  long  live  tlie  defcendant 
"  of  Henry  tiie  IVth!"  One  bat- 
talion, which  had  been  the  moil 
mutinous  and  feditious  on  the  i8th 
of  April,  and  indeed  on  every  oc- 
cafion  of  dillurbance  during  the 
preceding  year,  the  municipality 
thought  it  neceffary  to  break. 

The  magillratcseven  feemed  dif- 
pofed  to  fhew  a  commendable  vi- 
gour in  repreiiing  licentioufnefs. 
They  ordered  a  denunciation  of  the 
placards  ifi'ued  by  the  club  of  the 
Cordeliers;  and  fome  apparent  po- 
pularity attended  the  meafure ;  for 
the  battalion  of  the  guard?,  called 
the  Cordeliers  from  their  feftion, 
immediately  changed  their  name, 
becaufe  they  would  not  be  con- 
founded with  a  club  whofe  libels 
manifefted  a  fpirit  fo  inimical  to  all 
law.  The  club,  however,  was  not 
difconcerted.  They  received  in  the 
fame  day  denunciations  againft  the 
late  oath  of  the  national  guards, 
they  condemned  the  municipality, 
and  they  railed  at  the  commander 
in  chief,  whom  they  accufed  of  hav- 
ing fold  himfelf  to  the  court :  fome 
of  them  went  the  length  of  pro- 
claiming in  their  debates,  that  it 
would  be  a  meritorious  aft  to  afiaf- 
flnate  him;  and  other  clubs  of  the 
fime  ftamp  took  an  equally  violent 
part.  The  great  jacobin  club  in- 
deed (to  which  the  bilhop  of  Autuu, 
Abbe  Seyes,  and  the  majority  of  the 
.club  of  1789  now  returned)  con- 
duced itfelf  with  a  little  more  re- 
ferve,  but  printed  and  circulated  a 
letter  of  M.  Dubois  Crance,  who, 

[/]  3  denying 
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tional   aflVmblv   the    ne- 


denying  even  the  right  of  the  king 
to  exad  from  the  troops  of  the  line 
an  oath  of  ftdelity  to  his  own  indi- 
vidual perfon,  declaimed  ftrongly 
againft  the  oath  of  unlimited  confi- 
dence in  M.  la  Fayette,  The  re- 
fult  of  all  was,  that  the  municipality 
and  La  Fayette  foon  began  to  com- 
promife.     The  magi'.lrates  of  the 


April  26. 


ceflity  of  new  laws  to  pre- 
vent a  repetition  of  the  late  fcan- 
dalous  fcenes.  Their  Hrft  dcfire 
was,  that  the  publication  of  the 
penal  code  fnould  be  Jxaflened, 
"  with  a  view  of  reftraining  thofs 
"  audacious  men,  who  were  conti- 
nually preaching,  with  a  fadlious 


city,  when  they  had  broken  the  mu-     "  enthufiafm,  difobedience    to  the 


tinous  battalion,  formed  another  of 
the  fame  men,  with  the  excepiion  of 
fourteen  cnly,  whom  they  marked 
as  the  ringleaders;  and  thefe  four- 
teen were  inftantly  received  "Vith 
all  honours  by  the  fraternal  fociety. 
and  feafted   by   the    Cordeliers   as 


"  laws  and  revolt  againll  all  lawful 
"  authority;"  an  offence  fo  multi- 
plied, they  faid,  as  to  have  become 
one  of  the  moft  poten:  caufes  of 
evil:  the  tu'o  other  poirts  which 
they  preiTed  en  the  confideration  of 
the  legiflature,  were,  to   determine 


perfecuted  and  opprelTed   patriots,  the  right  of  petition,  and  todifcri- 

The    commander   in    chief  on  his  minate  adls  of  the  magiftrates,  from 

part  noticed,  in  general  orders,  the  the  placards  of  individuals  and  pri- 

difquiets  which  had  been  occafioned  vate  focieties.    This  application  ob- 

by  the  oath;  and,  calling  the  guards  vioufly  took  its  immeciiate  rife  from 


by  no  other  appellation  than  "  the 
*'  foldiers  of  liberty,''  and  "thearmy 
*'  of  the  revolution,"  declared  it  to 
be  his  and  their  common  principle, 
*'  that  although  obedience  to  the  le- 
"  gitimate  organs  of  the  law  v/asin- 


the  debates  and  printed  reibUitions 
of  the  clubs,  infligatir.g  the  national 
guards  to  mutiny  and  rebellion. 
The  afiembly  praifed  the  zeal  of  the 
department,  referred  the  fubjeiil  to 
the  committee  of  the  conftituticn;  and 


*'  difpenfable,  yet  they  were  under     three  days  after  pafied  a  folemn  de- 
*'  no  oblig..tion  of  affedtion  to  the     cree,  encouraging  foldiers  of  all  de- 
perfon  of  any  individual."  Thus     nominations  to  frequent  thole  very 


to  obviate  invidious  attacks  on  his 
own  popularity,  he  unneceffarily 
•weakened  the  little  fecurity  of  the 
king  in  the  attachment  of  tkcfe  who 
could   alone  be  his  proteftors,  by 


focieties.  This  did  not  promiie 
any  thing  very  ferious  with  regard 
to  the  laws  defired  by  the  diredtory. 
At  length,  however,  M.  Chapelier 
brought  up  a  report  on  the  lalt  two 


explaining  away  the  former  oath  of    points,  and  announced  at  the  fame 
fidelity,  which  they   had  taken  to     time  that  the  penal  code  would  foon 


the  law,  the  nation,  and  the  king; 
and  which,  by  pointing  out  his  per- 
fon as  one  dillmdl  obje<5l  of  allegi- 
ance, muft  have  meant  fomething 
more  than  a  mere  cold,  abllraft, 
obedience  to  the  law,  and  all  the 
organs  of  the  law,  in  every  civil  and 
military  office  of  the  ftate. 

The  department  now  took  their 
turn,  and  reprefented    to  the  na- 


appear.  He  endeavoured  to  diftin- 
guifn  petitions  from  complaints,  de- 
mands, and  remonflrances,  and  to 
confine  the  former  to  "  aftive  citi*. 
"  zens"  who  had  political  charac- 
ters, and  to  them  in  their  individual 
capacities  only.  This  would  have 
excluded,  on  one  fide,  all  the  lowef^ 
clafs  of  the  community,  and,  on  the 
other,  all  public  bodies,  as  well  as 

clubs^ 


HISTORY     OF     EUROPE.      [135 


clubs,  and  voluntarv  aflbciations  of 
every  kind.  But  Petion  and  Ro- 
berfpierre  began  a  furious  attack, 
efpecially  on  t'le  limitation  of  tiie 
right  to  "  aftive  citizens ;"  and 
though  the  latter  was  interrupted 
again  and  again,  yet  in  the  end  his 
opinion  prevailed  by  the  aid.  of  the 
galleries,  and  the  right  of  petition 
was  declared  to  belong  to  every  in- 
dividual. A  regulation  afi-lfiing 
the  communes  and  feftions,  which 
had  not  been  mentioned  by  the  di- 
reftory,  but  was  within  the  fair  fcope 
of  their  meaning,  was  next  moved 
by  the  reporter.  It  went  to  afcer- 
tain  the  legal  forms  of  their  pro- 
ceedings, and  to  prohibit  them  fiom 
deliberating  on  anyfubject  not  con- 
tained in  the  original  requihtion  for 
a.  call  of  the  meeting.  But  if  they 
-difregarded  the  prohibit-on,  tliere 
was  no  puniihment,  only  the  muni- 
•Cipalitv,  or,  in  cafe  of  their  negk  ft, 
the  department  had  a  power  of  de- 
claring fuch  deliberations  null  and 
void;  and  upon  the  fill  fh?w  of  re- 
iiftance,  M.  Chapelier  himfelf  ex- 
plained, that,  according  to  tlie  exiil- 
ing  laws,  the  citizens  might  be  con- 
voked without  theie  forms,  and  h:id 
aright  to  the  fame  place  of  meeting, 
-for  debating  on  all  public  affairs : 
"  all  that  we  fay  (added  he)  is,  that 
•"  it  is  not  an  aifembly  of  the  com- 
"  mune,  except  when  they  meet  on 
"  the  affairs  of  the  commune."  The 
third  part  of  the  propofed  decree, 
related  to  the  right  of  polling  up  pla- 
cards, and  of  making  publication  by 
beat  of  drum  andfomd  of  trumpet; 
which,  it  was  the  opinion  of  the 
committee,  fnould  be  declared  not 
to  belong  to  any  individual,  pri- 
vate fociety,  or  fedion  of  the  com- 
mune. But  a  warm  oppofition  hav- 
ing been  threatened  on  the  firit  day, 
v/hen  the  whole  plau  was  opened, 


M.  Chapelier,  in  moving  the  par- 
ticular claufs,  dropped  altogether 
the  puhlic.ition  by  drum  and  trum- 
pet;  and  with  refpert  to  placards, 
contented  himfelf  wit!i  fubmitting, 
■that  an  exclufive  place  (hould  be  al- 
lotted in  every  town  for  i;hore  of  the 
mjgiftrates,  and  that  all  others 
Ihould  be  ligned  with  the  names  of 
the  individuals  whofe  feniiments 
they  contained,  not  fpcak  in  the 
Eame  of  any  colleclivebody,  nor  be 
iffjed  under  any  title  of  obligatory 
or  imperative  force.  Heevencon- 
defcended,  after  liltening  to  the  de- 
bate which  enfued,  to  point  out  an 
evafion  of  his  own  modified  pro- 
pofuion:  he  obferved,  tilat  the  pre- 
fident  and  fecretaries  of  a  club 
might  fifjn  their  own  names,  and 
the  number  of  the  individuals  wha 
concurred.  The  decree  having 
been  once  more  altered  in  the  de- 
tails of  this  latter  part,  was  paffed 
fome  days  after;  and  fo  terminated 
this,  like  every  other  effort  to  check 
the  growing  fpirit  of  confufion  and 
anarchy,  in  iubfciliry  and  failure. 

The  common  people  of  Paris  had 
been  taught  to  exp  d  much  benefit 
from  the  opening  of  the  barriers, 
which  had  been  .^xed  to  take  place 
0.1  the  firll  of  May.  Every  article  of 
merchandize  being  thenceforward 
to  enter  the  city  duty  free,  all  the 
miferies  long  luffered  by  the  indi- 
gent, had  been  coniclcd  with  thepro- 
fpeft  of  plenty  at  this  liappy  period. 
It  was  found,  however,  on  experi- 
ment, that  the  price  of  living  was 
very  little  dimi-nilhed;  and  the  mul- 
titude {hewed  a  difpofition  to  do 
thcmfsl/es,  what  they  thought,  juf- 
tice  ill  their  own  iummary  way. 
At  the  fame  time  the  emigrationSj 
whi<;h  fmce  the  i8th  of  April  had 
confiderably  increafed,  began  to 
have  a  petceptible  effeft  in  drain- 

U}  4  i^'g 
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ing  the  kingdom  of  its  circulating 


coin.  The  aflignats  were  confe- 
quently  depreciated  ;  a  lois  which 
pre iled  heavily  on  the  poor,  who  for 
fome  time  had  ieen  little  money. 
The  populace  therefore  took  the  re- 
medy of  the  evil  into  their  own 
hands,  by  falling  upon  the  money- 
dealers  who  difcounted  affignats, 
putting  them  all  to  flight,  and  mak- 
ing an  attempt  to  hang  one  of  the 
number.  Ttiis  m.cthod  of  cure  only 
aggravated  the  difeafe,  and  it  was 
fome  time  before  the  precious  metals 
re-appeared;  not  indeed  till  the 
niagiiirates  at  laft,  by  public  autho- 
rity, appointed  one  place  ia  every 
feflion,  where  a  caihier  Ihould  at- 
tend under  the  protection  of  an 
armed  force. 

The  ferment  in  the  capital  on 
account  of  religion,  was  heightened 
by  a  fecond  bull  from  the  pope, 
dated  on  the  15th  of  April,  and  re- 
ceived in  Paris  about  the  beginning 
of  the  following  month.  It  faf- 
f  ended  all  pricfts  who  had  taken 
the  oath,  unlefs  they  faould  retra<5t 
within  forty  days,  and  it  annulled  all 
the  new  confecrations  and  eleclions. 
At  the  time  of  its  arrival,  the  national 
nfiembly  vvas  occupied  with  a  quef- 
tion  (which  we  fiiall  hereafter  have 
f)Ccafion  more  diredtly  to  notice)  on 
the  union  of  i^vignon  with  France. 
At  once  to  Lniiuence  the  debate,  and 
mark  every  poffible  contempt  for 
the  fplritual  authority  of  the  Roman 
fee,  a  iluffed  figure,  habited  in  the 
papal  drefs,  and  furrounded  with 
hulls,  briefs,  indulgencies,  and  par- 
dons, was  carried  in  mock-procef- 
fions  through  the  llreets,  and  burned 
amidft  the  acclamations  of  an  hired 
multitude  in  the  Palais  Royal,  by 
M.  St.  Huruge,  and  otKer  emiilaries 


of  the  Orleans  party  and  the  Jaco-. 
bin  club.  Neverthelefs  the  decifion 
rcfpcclJng  Avignon  having  gone  in 
favour  of  the  pope,  a  riot  was  raifed 
to  alia  lunate  M.  Clermont  Tcnnerre, 
who  had  greatly  diftinguifhed  him- 
felf  on  the  fide  of  the  majority.  He 
nafrowly  efcaped  the  lamp-poll: ; 
his  houfc  and  effedls  were  with  dif- 
ficulty faved  by  the  mayor  and  the 
national  guards;  the  all'embly  the 
next  day  refufed  to  hear  a  complaint 
of  M.  Murinais  on  the  fubjeft;  and 
new  tumults  v/ere  openly  threat- 
ened. 

In  this  precarious  .ftate  of  the 
peace  the  gaols  were  another  fub- 
je£l  of  alarm.  The  condition  of 
them*  was  faid  to  be  hideous.  The 
prifoners,  tormented  by  captivity, 
afRidion,  and  difeafe,  could  hardly 
be  kept  from  breaking  locfe  upon 
the  public.  Adminiftration  of  juf- 
tice  there  was  none.  Fifteen  hun- 
dred profecutions  were  depending, 
and  all  of  them  irregular;  there 
was  fome  legal  nullity  or  other  in 
every  one  of  them.  Neither  was 
there  any  common  principle  of  de- 
cifion whatever  in  the  new  tribu- 
n'Us,  but  each  followed  its  own  ar- 
bitrary notions. 

Jn  the  m.ean  time  the  provinces 
were  very  far  fiom  erijoying  quiet.' 
Adlual  dillurbances  about  this  pe- 
riod broke  out  in  the  country  called 
the  Vivarais ;  at  Tulle,  where  M . 
Mallei,  an  old  officer,  was  murdered  ; 
at  Cailelnau,  where  two  ofiicers  fnar- 
ed  the  fame  fate  ;  at  Strafburg  ;  and 
at  Colmar.  The  perfeciztion  too 
of  tlie  clergy,  and  of  the  con- 
gregations which  adhered  to  them, 
was  continued  with  greater  acri- 
mony than  ever.  Even  the  fmall 
pittance,    which    had   been    given 


*  See  the  petition  prcfented  to  the  national  aflfembly,  by  the  deputation  from  the 
criminal  tribunals  of  Parisj  on  the  31ft  of  May, 

to 
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to  the  deprived  prieRs  as  a  relief, 
was*,  in  fome  places,  tun.ed  into  a 
fnare  for  their  confciences ;  and  at 
the  top  of  the  receipt  which  was 
offered  them  to  fign,  was  written  the 
oath :  by  this  fraudulent  device,  it 
is  faid,  many  were  reduced  to  ex- 
treme mifery,  but  none  conformed. 
Others  were  kept  waiting,  and  ob- 
liged to  call  repeatedly  at  the 
offices,  for  no  other  purpofe  than  to 
be  expofed  every  time  to  new  dil- 
appointment,  contumely,  and  peril. 
All  of  the  fuperior  rank,  whom  in- 
fults,  menaces,  and  pillage  did  not 
compel  to  fly,  were  hurried  before 
the  tribunals,  and  f  call  into  dun- 
geons under  the  decree  pafTed  on  the 
4th  of  April  by  the  national  aflem- 
bly;  and  fuch  was  the  multiplicity 
of  the  profecutions,  that  when  they 
had  been  tranfmitted,  as  had  been 
direfled,  to  the  ecclefiaftical  com- 
mittee X,  it  was  found  utterly  im- 
pradlicable  to  report  upon  them  from 
the  immenfe  bulk  of  the  papers. 
The§  fiHerhood  of  charity,  who  in 
the  whole  confifted  of  three  thou- 
fand  women,  dillributed  over  the 
kingdom  in  more  than  four  hun- 
dred religious  houfes,  fuffered  in 
many  places  the  fame  cruelties  as 
at  Paris,  injurious  alike  to  piety  and. 


good  manners,  while  the  magl- 
ftrates  looked  on  with  indifference. 
At  length  a  petition  was  prefented. 
on  their  behalf  to  the  national  af- 
fcmbly,  who  fent  them  for  protec- 
tion to  the  executive  power,  that 
is,  to  the  king,  who  was  unable  to 
proteft  himfelf  in  the  exercife  of 
his  own  religion  agreeably  to  his 
confcience. 

The  affairs  of  the  colonies,  to 
which  the  attention  of  the  national 
ruTembly  was  about  this  time  im- 
periouily  called,  did  not  Ihew  any 
better  confequences  than  the  mother- 
country  had  experienced,  from  the 
principles  of  the  revolution.  In- 
telligence was  received  from  St. 
Domingo  (though  very  differenc 
colourings  were  given  to  the  faClj 
II  that  M.  Mauduit,  colonel  of  th's 
regiment  o:  Port-au-Prince,  had 
been  murdered  by  his  foldiers,  and 
that  M.  Blanchelande,  the  governor, 
had  been  forced  to  fa\  e  his  life  by 
flight :  as  well  as  that  the  moll: 
alarming  diffenfions  prevailed  be- 
tween the  mulattoes  and  the  whites; 
the  latter  of  whom  being  the  more  ff 
numerous,  the  former  had  called  in 
the  negroes  to  their  aid.  A  mu- 
latto ot  the  name  of  Oge,  who  had 
come  from  France  thoroughly  heat- 


*  This  was  in  the  department  of  Dijon.  See  Lettre  d'  un  Francois,  &c.  Sec. 
p.  46. 

t  The  fufferings  of  M.  Bonneval,  bifhop  of  Senez,  are  related  in  a  veiy  affefl- 
ing  manner  by  M.  Barruel. 

I  Debates  of  the  national  aflembly  on  the  firl't  of  June,  See  Moniteur  zd  of 
June. 

§  See  M.  De  Leffart's  circular  letter  on  this  fub;e£l  to  the  dire6lories,  dated 
Jilt  of  May. 

II  The  faft  itfelf,  and  the  general  flate  of  the  colony,  have  been  already  more 
fully  related  in  our  32d  vol.  Hift.  Art.  p.  137. 

^  It  appeared  in  the  debates,  that  according  to  a  return  made  in  1790,  the  whites 
in  St.  Domingo  were  30,000  who  paid  taxes,  befides  iwo  regiments,  making  together 
1,4.00  men,  and  others  who  were  not  rated.  The  mulattoes  appeared  to  be 
between  24,000  and  25,000, 
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cd  with  the  dodiines  of  the  violent 
faftion  tliere,  had  been  deteded  in 
an  attempt  to  make  an  inrurrect^on 
in  the  ifland  ;  he  fled,  was  delivced 
up  by  the  Spani'h  gcvernmsiu,  and 
died  on  the  fcaffold.  The  men  of 
colour,  and  their  partizans  in  France, 
called  this  an  infamous  murder;  the 
whites  confidered  it  as  a  juH  exe- 
cution of  a  legal  fentence.  The 
men  of  colour  demanded  to  be  ad- 
mitted into  the  colonial  and  paro- 
chial afferablies ;  the  whites  refufed 
it. 

The  committee  for  the  affairs  of 
the  colonies  made  a  report,  and  pro- 
pofed  a  decree,  by  which  the  afl'em- 
bly  would  have  left  it  to  the  next 
iegiflature  to  determine  on  the  civil 
ftate  and  condition  of  all  perfons  in 
the  colonies,  after  having  received 
the  opinion  of  the  colonifts  them- 
felves  on  the  fubject;  and  a  fecret 
committee,  formed^  of~d^puties  from 
each  of  the  iflands,  was  to  difcuis 
and  report  that  opinion. 

Immediately  all  the  friends  of  the 
blacks  under  Gregoire  tlie  new  bi- 
fhop  of  Blois,  and  the  more  determi- 
ned democratifls,  attacked  the  plan 
of  the  committee,  and  moved  the 

T.,  previous  quedion;  which 

May  It.  ^       u  .-J 

'     -'    was    however   negatived. 

M.    Barnave,    who    fpoke    feveral 

times  on  the  fide  of  the  majority, 

could  hardly  obtain  a  hearirg.  and 

was  repeatedly  interrupted  with  hif- 

fes,  murmurs,  and  groans. 

Animated  by  the  popular  focieties 

and  journaliUs,  tiie  minority  rallied 

again  two  days  after  ;  and  when  the 

article   of  the  plan,  leaving  every 

thing  for  the  prefent  open,  and  fub- 

jefl  to  the  opinion  of  the  colanies, 

was  particularly  taken  into  confidcr- 

ation,   M.    Rewbeli  moved    an   a- 

mendment,  the  efFeft  of  which  was 

to  admit  immediately  into  the  colo- 


nial and  parocJiial  affembllcs,  all 
mulatcoes  born  of  free  parents.  M. 
Barnave  warmly  oppofed  the  atnend- 
ment ;  but  before  he  had  HnifVied  a 
fentence,was  repeatedly  interrupted, 
and  as  ofcen  obliged  to  leave  the 
tribune:  he  once  would  have  lefl 
the  hall,  had  he  not  h-een  forcibly 
detained  by  Tome  of  his  friends.  He 
was  anfwered  by  Roberfpierre,  who 
propofed  to  declaie  the  principle  of 
the  rights  of  man  in  its  fui  left  ex  tent, 
for  which  Gregoirj  and  others  had 
contended  in  favour  of  the  negroes; 
but  this  was  over-ruled.  Perceiv- 
ing the  motion  of  Rev/bell  to  be  in 
efl-ed  carried,  Abbe  Maury,  after 
protefling  againlt  having  any  fhare 
in  their  laws,  thought  it  neceflary, 
for  the  fake  of  good  morals,  to  fug- 
geft  one  addition,— that  the  mulat- 
toes  to  be  admitted,  fnould  prove  the 
legitimacy  of  their  birth.  The 
event  it  is  almoll  fuperfluous  to  re- 
late :  the  fuggeftion  was  rejected 
with  every  mark  of  difapproba- 
tion. 

The  compromife  made  in  th's  de- 
cree by  no  means  fatisfied  the  ports 
and  towns  of  trade  with  the  colonie?. 
Here  it  was  thought  to  grant  too 
much,  there  too  little.  Bourdcaux, 
and  fome  other  places,  flopped 
all  fliips  from  failing  till  thev  fhould 
have  applied  for  an  explanation  to 
accompany  the  meafure.  This  was 
given  ;    but   the   rovaliils  cbrerved 

upon  it  With  triumph,  ,,  . 

J    .u       -1        J  May  27th. 

and   the  violent  demo-         ■'      ' 

cratills    v;ith    indignation,    that    it 

Ihook  from  the  baie  the  celebrated 

declarauonof  rights,  on  which  ilood 

the  whole  revolution.     For  the  af- 

fembly  confcfTed  themfelves  to  feel, 

that,  like  all  other  legillators,  they 

mufl  bow  before  that  political  necef- 

fity  which  circumilancesimpofe;  and 

to  that  domineering  power  fubmit 

everf 
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every  thing  which  had  been  repre- 
femcd  as  the  "  natural,  inalienable, 
"  and  I'acred  righis  of  man."  Ic 
was  recognifed,  as  the  ground  of 
the  late  decree,  "  that  local  circum- 
"  ftances,  and  efpecially  the  cuiti\'a- 
"  tion  OP  which  depends  the  profpe- 
"  rity  of  the  colonies.  Teemed  to  in- 
"  duce  a  neceiiity  of  admitting,  in 
"  the  colonial  ccnilitution,  fome  ex- 
"  captions  to  general  principles." 

Whilll  the  events,  which  have 
been  the  fubjeft  of  this  chapter,  were 
pafling,  the  developement  of  the 
conilitution,  which  was  to  give  and 
fecure  happinefs  to  all,  and  the  for- 
mation of  thofe  public  organs, 
through  which  the  conitituticn  was 
to  att,  were  gradually  proceeding. 
The  decrees  re'.pefting  tiie  regency, 
the  guardianiTiip  of  a  minor  king, 
and  the  reiid^nce  of  the  public  func- 
tionaries, had  been  fome  time  •  fet- 
tled, and  voted,  but  ftill  remained 
to  be  prefenred  for  the  king's  ac- 
ceptance. The  laft  of  them  was 
highly  important.  It  introduced, 
for  the  firft  time,  a  cafe  of  depofi- 
tion  under  the  gentler  name  of  a 
conflrudive  abdication,  if  the  king 
fhould  quit  the  realm,  and  not  re- 
turn on  the  fummons  of  the  aiiem- 
bly.  It  alfo  bound  iiim  to  refide 
within  twenty  leagues  of  theailem-  - 
bly,  though  no  penalty  was  f  xed  for 
tranfgreirng  thcfe  limits. 

A  board  of  trcafury  was  appointed 
by  a  decree  paflVd  on  the  27th,  and 
fanftioned  on  the  30th  of  March. 
It  was  totally  feparated  from  all 
controul  of  tiie  miniftry,  and  con- 
fined of  fix  commiiiioners  named  by 
the  king,  but  fuperintended  by  three 


other  commifTioners  appointed  by 
the  ailembly,  with  pov/crs  to  require 
all  explanations,  and  examine  all 
documents.  A  report  was  to  be 
made  by  the  fix  commiirioners  twice 
a  month  to  the  king,  and  alfo  to  the 
affembly.  They  were  bound  to  pay 
the  different  minifters  whatever 
fums  the  affembly  had  decreed,  and 
no  more  on  any  account.  The  whole 
colltQion  .-^nd  management  of  the 
revenues,  in  like  manner,  was 
taken  oat  of  the  king's  hands,  upon 
a  declared  principle  of  not  trailing 
him  and  his  m.inifters,  with  the  in- 
fluence arifmg  out  of  eighteen  thoa- 
fand  good  employments  to  be  given 
away  ;  which  therefore  were  thrown 
into  the  oppofite  fcale,  to  make  men, 
as  it  was  faid,  look  up  to  their 
country  for  rewards. 

The  miniilry  itfelf  was  next  or- 
ganized; after  the  plan  had  been 
two  months  before  the  public,  it  was 
difctjITed  in  different  debates  from 
the  Sih.  to  the  27th  of  April,  when 
it  was  decreed  with  very  little  al- 
teration. The  council  of  ftate  was 
to  confiil  of  fix  minilfers,  whofe 
powers  and  duties,  were  enumerated 
at  length,  but  in  language  a  little 
indefnite.  They  were  to  be  ap- 
pointed and  dinnifled  by  the  king, 
but  they  were  to  make  periodical 
reports  to  the  legiilative  body  (even 
the  minifter  of  foreign  affairs  as 
well  as  the  refl),  and  to  produce  all 
papers,  on  demand,  without  the 
intervention  of  the  king's  authority. 
Whenever  the  aflbmblyfhould  think 
propT^r  to  vote  that  there  were 
grounds  of  accufation  againft  any 
miniiler,   his   functions    from    that 


*  Thefe  three  iLcrees  were  fettled  between  the  7.7.1X  nnd  29th  of  March.  On 
the  19th  of  April  a  motion  was  made  and  carried,  that  they  (hoiild  be  read  over 
the  next  day,  and  prc;i.nted  to  the  king  by  the  prcfi-Jent  :  but  it  was  not  done, 
probably  from  delicacy,  after  the  king's  vifit  and  fpcecli  to  the  alTtmbly  on  the 
iqlh.     They  were  levied  on  the  i  zch  of  Septeiuber.  during  the  kihg's  fufpenficn. 

moment 
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Eiomer.t  were  to  ceafe,  and  lie  was 
to  be  delivered  over  to  the  ordi- 
nary tribunals ;  but  witiiout  fucri  a 
previous  vote,  no  miniller  could  be 
profecuted  in  any  manner  for  the 
afts  of  his  adminiilration.  Thus 
the  king  on  the  one  hand  could 
afford  no  protection  to  his  fervants 
from  popular  vengeance,  and  on 
the  other  he  could  not  bring  them 
to  condign  punilhment  Jby  his  law- 
eiiicsrs,  if  they  (hould  betray,  to 
j^optilar  ufurpaiion,  any  part  of  his 
lawful  authority.  M.  Montmorin 
23  reported  to  have  faid,  that  for 
many  ads  which  he  had  been  obliged 
to  do,  he  fhould  deferve  to  lofe  his 
head,  if  his  royal  mailer  could  ever 
recover  his  power. 

To  affiil:  the  judgment  of  the 
alTembly  on  tiiis  great  fubjeft  of  re- 
iponfibility,  •a  chapter  going  to 
that  poii.t  in  the  penal  code  was 
read,  though  the  whole  code  was 
not  ready  to  be  then  fubmitted  to 
confideration ;  and  it  contained  a 
tremendous  catalogue  of  crimes  and 
puniihments.  Some  of  the  former 
werefo  loofely  cxprefied,  particular- 
}vvviiii  regard  to  "plots,"  "confpi- 
vaeies,"  and  "machinations"  agaiuft 
the  v;ri-icus  popular  bodies'  tmd'-T 
The  eonllitution,  that  it  was  impof- 
r.ble  10  forefci;  v.  j.at  might,  or  ra- 
ther v/hat  might  not,  be  the  inter- 
pretation put  on  ihe  law  for  Uie 
deilradion  of  an  obnoxioas  mini- 
fter.  Every  plot  to  hinder  the 
meeting,  or  effed;  the  dilfolution,  cf 
a.nv  primary  or  electoral  afilmbiy; 
•every  coni'piracy,  or  attempt  of 
tJje  fame  kind  againU:  the  legilla- 
tive  body,  and  every  infringement 
on  the  perfonal  libeity  of  one  of  its 
members,  was  to  be  puniihed  with 
death.  The  communes,  the  muni- 
cipalities, the  adminiftrative  and 
judicial  bodies,  were  not  quite  fo 
■ikcred ;   but  every  machination  or 


violence  to  hinder  the  meeting,  or 
effed  the  difiblution  of  any  cf  them, 
was  to  incur  the  pain  of  live  years 
flavery  in  the  gallies ;  the  miniller, 
who  (hould  fo  offend  by  any  order 
which  he  might  give,  having  no 
other  diftindion  than  that  of  be- 
ing fent  to  pull  the  oar  for  life. 
Again,  any  ad  tending  to  give  a 
power  contrary  to  the  coniHtution, 
or  to  reftore  a  public  body  deflroy- 
cd  by  the  eonllitution,  or  to  deftroy 
a  body  created,  or  a  power  con- 
ferred by  the  conftitution,  was  ca- 
pital :  while  for  any  illegal  dif- 
milTion  cf  a  public  fundionary,  for 
any  nomination  to  an  eledive  poll, 
or  for  any  obllacle  given  to  the  li- 
berty of  ading,  fpeaking,  Vv^riting, 
and  printing,  otherwife  than  as  li- 
mited by  the  law,  a  mini  iter  was 
to  go  to  the  gallies  for  life.  The 
reft  of  the  chapter  was  in  the  fame 
flyle,  full  of  deatli,  and  the  gallies  ; 
one  or  two  inftances  only  occurred 
of  the  pillory.  The  lovveft  agents 
concerned  were  in  general  impli- 
cated in  the  confequences,  though 
not  always  fubjeded  to  the  fame 
degree  of  puniihmcnt. 

When  the  ar'.icles,  relative  to 
the  refponfibility  of  mimfiers,.  were 
moved,  M.  Buzot,  who,  with  Ro- 
berlpierre  and  Petion,  wasa  princi- 
pal organ  of  the  little  council  at 
the  houj^  of  M.  Roland,  propofed 
the  reiloration  of  an  article  which 
had  Itood  in  the  original  draughr, 
but  on  the  firft  reading,  two  m,onths 
before,  had  been  rejeded.  It  re- 
cognlfed  the  right  of  the  affembJy 
to  prefent  any  addrefs  to  the  king 
on  the  condud  of  his  minillers,  and 
even  formally  to  declare  that  they 
had  lofl  the  confidence  of  the  na- 
tion;  which  M.  Buzot  juflly  con- 
fidered  as  equivalent  to  a  removal. 
He  wifhed  alfo  that  when  removed 
by  the  interference  of  the  aflembly, 

thsy 
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they  might  be  made  criminally  an- 
fwerable  to  every  individual  for 
their  former  minifterial  acts;  al- 
lowing, at  the  fame  time,  that  there 
were  good  private  rcafons  for  not 
fuftering  them  to  be  profecuted  by 
any  authority,  withont  fome  pre- 
vious vote  of  the  afiembh)'. 

The  tendency  of  all  this  was 
manifeil.  It  was  attacked  therefore 
by  M.  Cazales  on  wife  grounds ; 
that  the  rcje^ed  article,  if  re- 
inferted,  would  demand  a  corre- 
fponding  check;  it  would  make 
the  executive  power  immediately 
and  totally  dependent  en  the  legi- 
ilative,  unlefs  the  king  on  his  part 
had  a  difcretion  over  the  exigence 
and  duration  of  the  alTembly.  The 
fentiments  exprefl'ed  on  this  occahon 
by  the  great  leader  of  the  arifto- 
cracy  will  fhew,  that  he  was  no 
enemy  to  rational  liberty  under  a 
limited  monarchy;  indeed  that  he 
feems  to  have  underftood  its  nature 
much  better  than  his  opponents. 
"  The  principle  (faid  he)  appears 
«  to  me  evident.  Whenever  the 
"  legiflative  body  fpeaks  to  kings 
"  in  the  name  of  the  people,  kings 
♦'  are  under  an  obligation  of  obey- 
•'  ing  :  but  it  is  of  importance  that 
"  the  legiflative  body  fhould  not 
"  exprefs  a  will  different  from 
*'  that  of  the  people.  There  is 
**  but  one  method  of  diftinguifh- 
"  ing;  it  is  that  of  impovvering 
"  the  king  to  diffolve  the  legifla- 
*'  ture,  fubjeft  to  the  neceffity  of 
"  calling  another  immediately,  and 
**  of  taking  their  opinion,"  But 
murmurs  and  cries  arifing  on  the 
left  fide  of  the  hall,  he  could  only 
throw  out  a  challenge  to  prove,  if 
the  afl'embly  would  indulge  him 
with  filence,  "  that  unlefs  the  king 
"  had  fuch  a  prerogative,  there 
"  ceuld  be  no  'iberty,  no   public 
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"  happinefs."  He  moved,  in  con- 
fequence,  that  the  difcuffion  fhou^ 
be  adjourned,  till  the  fate  of  his 
propoficion  had  been  determined; 
but  without  even  a  debate  the  re- 
jedled  articl^i  was  refiored.  As  to 
the  reft,  minifters  profecuted  under 
a  vote  of  the  aficmbly  were  to  be 
refponfible  in  civil  anions  for  da- 
mages, but  not  otherwife  to  indivi- 
duals. 

The  dependence  of  the  crown 
on  the  legiflature  being  thus  rivet- 
ted  by  the  exertions  of  M.  Buzot, 
the  bufinefs  of  the  next  day  was 
begun  by  M.  Roberlpierre  with  a 
motion  to  render  the  legiflature 
wholly  independent  of  the  crown. 
It  was  decreed  on  his  fuggeftion, 
that  no  member  of  that,  or  any 
other  aflembly,  fliould  be  eligible 
to  the  mlniftry ;  nor  receive,  nor 
folicit,  for  himfelf  or  for  another, 
any  place,  gift,  gratuity  or  pen- 
iion,  during  the  fpace  of  four  years 
after  the  termination  of  the  aifem- 
bly.  And  this  at  the  fame  time  de- 
cided a  great  queilion,  which  the 
committee  of  the  conlHtution  wifli- 
ed  to  poflpone.  Whether  minifters 
ought  to  be  members  of  the  legifla- 
ture ? 

The  fame  fpeaker  afterw'ards,  in 
the  fame  debate,  became  the  cham- 
pion of  the  crown,  and  maintained 
that  upon  all principlesof  monarchy, 
the  number  of  the  minifters,  and  the 
diftribution  of  the  bufinefs  in  their 
feveral  offices,  ought  to  be  left  en- 
tirely to  the  executive  power,  whofe 
agents  they  were.  But  like  all  other 
men,  and  parties  of  men,  he  was 
not  equally  fuccefsful  in  defending 
as  in  attacking  the  throne.  M 
Barnave  moved  and  carried  it  a5 
a  maxim  of  the  conftitution,  that 
it  belonged  to  the  legiflative  body- 
to  fettle  the  number,  diviiion,  and 
demar- 


142]      ANNUAL    RE 

demarcation  of  the  departments  of 
the  miniftry;  fo  that  the  king  was 
now  tied  up  from  making  the 
flighteil  change  for  general  expe- 
diency, without  a  decree  of  the 
affembly. 

The    minifters    were   frightened 
with   the  new    law,   as    they  well 
might    be,   in  a   time    when    they 
were    perpetually    the     obje£ls    of 
reproach,  ful'picion,  and  calumny ; 
and  the  king  felt  no  fmall  alarm, 
led,  if  they   ilioald  abandon  their 
nations,  he   might  not  be  able  to 
find  others  wiliing  and  qualified  to 
Tucceed  them.      He    thought  too, 
with   feeming  reafon,    that    (inde- 
pendently ol^^  the  fubjeftion  in  which 
the  crown  and  great  officers  of  Hate 
v/ere  placed  under  the  national  af- 
fembly) the  confequences  of  carry- 
ing refponfibility  fo  low  down,  to 
the  very  fubordinate  agentSj  muft 
greatly    embarras    the    pi^blic    fer- 
vice :    for  fince  they,  who    are    to 
anfwer   criminally    for    their    cbe- 
dience,  muft  have  a  difcretion   to 
obey  or  not,  this  would  make  them 
judges,    in  every  inrtance,   of  the 
orders  given  them  by  their  fupe- 
riors.    On  the  other  hand  the  Jaco- 
bins favv  nothing  in   the  law,   but 
treachery  for  the  aggrandizement  of 
the  executive  power ;  and  they  went 
the  length  of  debating  whether  they 
ought  not  to  petition  that  the  com- 
mittee of  the  conilitution  faould  be 
difcharged,  as  having  lofl  the  confi- 
dence of  the  nation. 

The  king  had  been  declared  fu- 
preme  head  cf  ihe  army  and  navy  : 
but  the  allembly  now  undertook  to 
re-model  the  marine.  The  great 
objefl  feemed  to  be  that  of  reduc- 
ing the  influence  of  the  crown  as 
low  as  poffible,  without  excluding 
the  king  altogether  from  that  fitua- 
tion  in  which  the  former  decrees 
had  placed  him.     He  was  in  future 
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to  appoint  indeed  all  (that  is  three) 
admirais,  bat  none  of  the  vice-ad- 
mirals ;    two    thirds   of    the   rear- 
admirals,  one   haT  of  the  captains, 
one    fjxth  of   the  lieutenants,  who 
were  the  moft  numerous  clafs,  and 
but  one  twentieth  of  the  enfigns  or 
midfhipm.en.      Neither     cculd     he 
chufe  his  ten  enfigns  (for  he  made 
no   more)  wherever  he  pleafed  ;  he 
was  bound  to  take  them  from  the 
highefl  rank  of  warrant  officers,  the 
rnalxers   on    the    eltablifhrnent,    of 
whom  he  appointed  only  one  third 
from   among    men   that  had    rifen 
through  all  the  inferior  g'-adations 
by  regular  courfe  of  fervice.     Tlie 
operation   of   all    thefe    diverfiiied 
arrangements  v/culd  be,  that    the 
king  and    his  minillers   could    not 
place  the  fen  of  any  one  gentleman 
in  the  naval  fervice  of  his  country  ; 
and  that  out  of  more  than  twelve 
hundred    commiiTions,    the    whole 
number  on  the  eftabliihment   then 
voted,  not  quite  two  hundred  and 
fifty,  would  be  in  the  dirpof^.1  of  the 
crown;    which   were  alio   the  fole 
fund  for  the  reward  of  extraordi- 
nary merit. 

The  military  committee  was  not 
yet  ready  with  their  projed  for  a 
reform  of  the  army:  it  was  under., 
flood,  however,  that  in  regard  to 
the  royal  patronage  a  principle  was 
to  be  introduced,  finiila'r  to  that 
adopted  in  the  navy,  in  the  mean 
time  the  different  jacobin  clubs 
throughout  the  kingdom,  on  the 
invitation  of  a  circular  letter  from 
the  club  at  Strafburg,  were  difcuf- 
fnig  whether  it  would  not  be  necef- 
fary  to  break  ail  the  oljicers  in  the 
troops  of  the  line ;  a  meafure  very 
generally  and  warmly  patronized 
by  the  democratic  fa<ftxon.  The, 
national  guards  were  not  a  part  of 
the  army,  but  a  counterbalance  in 
the  conilitution  againll;  it,  of  more 
impor- 
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'mportance  in  the  internal  govern- 
ment of  the  country ;  and,  oa  a 
report  made  concerning  them  to 
the  national  afll-mbly,  it  had  alrea- 
dv  been  fixed  as  a  leading  principle 
that  neither  the  prince  nor  any 
perfon  under  his  fpccial  influence, 
Ihould  command,  promote,  reward, 
or  puniih  them. 

The  new  ryllem  of  taxation  was, 
next  to  the  conlVuation  itieif,  an 
anxious  fubjeft  of  public-attention, 
as  it  was  on  the  deficiency  of  the 
income  compared  with  the  expen- 
diture, that  the  clamour  was  raifed, 
which  was  improved  into  the  op- 
portunity of  making  the  revolu- 
tion. The  theory  of  the  cecono- 
mills  was  in  a  grent  degree  adopt- 
ed, by  la\ing,  if  not  the  whole, 
yet  much  the  greater  fhare  of  the 
burthen,  directly  on  real  property. 


This  tax,  together  with  a  per- 
ceptage  added  to  the  original  rate, 
was  taken  at  no  lefs  a  fum  than 
three  hundred  millions  of  livres, 
or  abo'Jt  twelve  millions  and  a 
half  of  our  money. 

On  perfcnal  property  not  more 
than  one- fifth  of  that  amount  was 
to  be  levied  in  the  who'e,  and  the 
ways  and  means  for  raifmg  it  were 
various.  There  was  the  contribu- 
tion of  every  avflive  citizen  equal 
to  the  price  of  three  days  labour; 
there  was  one  duty  on  horfes,  and 
all  animals  for  draft  or  the  faddle^ 
and  another  on  fervants,  both  male 
and  female,  rifing  in  proportion  to 
the  number  maintained;  taere  was 
alfo  a  houfe-tax  of  ih'xe  per  cent, 
on  every  perfon's  income,  efti- 
matcd  from  the  houfe  rent  in  a 
manner  *  apparently  the  moft  fan- 


*  To  make  the  fub'e.'^  more  intelligible  th-.n  anV  explanation  in  words  could 
do,  we  (hall  here  iuhjoin  a  table  of  t>e  eighteen  clafles,  taken  frcm  the  initruclion 
fent  by  tiie  afiembly  to  the  adnfiiniftrative  bodies  on  the  15th  cf  January  1791. 
The  principle  en  which  the  details  of  the  tabic  were  foi^med  was  not  explained, 
and  it  does  not  ieem  eafy  to  difcover  it  froin  any  jmalyf.s. 

ift  Clafs.  Houfe-rents  of  12, coo  livres  and  upwards  are  fup. 
poftd  to  be  cne  i-ivtlfibpart  and  a  half  of  the  perfon'j 
income. 

Inclufive.  Exclufive. 

Thofe  of  I  i^cool.  to  12,000-1.  to  be  one  i  ith| 
Tijofe  of  1 0,000 1,  to   li,oool.  to  be  one  nth 
Thofe  cf    9,0001.  to   1 0,000 1.  to  be  one  loth| 
Thofe  cf    S.cool.  to     9,000!.  to  be  one  loth 
Thofe  of    7,000 1,  to 
Thofe  cf    6,ocoi.  to 
Thofe  cf    5,oool.  to 
Thoi'e  of   4,0001.  to 
Thofe  of    3,5001.  to 


2d 

3^ 

4th 

5  th 

6th 

7  th 

8:h 

9th 

loch 

nth 

t2th 

1 5ch 

I4.th 

i5:h 

16th 

17  th 

iSih 


8,000 1.  to  be  one 
7,oool.  to  be  one 
6,000 1.  to  be  one 
5,0001.  to  be  one 
4,000 1.  to  be  one 


Thofe  of  3,oool.  to     3,5001.  to  be  one 

—  Thofe  of  2,500!.  to    3,0001.  to  be  one 

—  Thofe  of  2,oool.  to    2,5001.  to  be  one 

—  Thofe  cf  1,500!.  to    2,cool.  to  be  one 

—  Thofe  of  i,oool.  to     1,500!.  to  be  one 

—  Thofe  of  5 col.  to     ijoooi.  to  be  one 

—  Thofe  of  100 1.  to'     5C0I.  to  be  one 
-—  Thofe  under  100 1.  to  be  one  half. 


5thi 

9th 

8ch| 

8th 

7thf 

7  th 

6thi 

6th" 

Sthi 

5th 

4th 

^d 


cifuj; 
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eiful;  and  all  thefe  fell  alike  on 
the  landed  proprietor,  and  the 
monied  capitalilts,  notwithltanding 
the  heavy  tax  already  impofed  on 
the  former.  The  only  contribu- 
tion exclufively  afFedting  perfonal 
wealth,  and  induftry  in  general, 
was  a  tax  of  one-twentieth,  or 
five  per  cent,  on  the  income  com- 
puted in  the  fame  arbitrary  way 
as  for  the  payment  of  the  houfe- 
tax.  Batchelors  were  to  be  placed 
one  clafs  higher,  and  fathers  of 
three  children  one  clafs  lower,  than 
the  calculation  of  the  general  ta- 
ble, from  their  aftual  houfe-rent. 
As  every  thing  in  this  fecond 
branch  of  the  revenue  was  mere 
liypothefis,  a  provifion  was  made 
for  either  cafe  of  eventual  excefs  or 
deficiency.  If  the  whole  produce 
fhould  be  more  than  iixty  millions, 
or  about  two  millions  and  a  half 
of  our  money,  the  houfe-tax  was  to 
be  diminifhed  till  it  was  entirely 
funk,  and  after  that  a  redudtion  was 
to  take  place  in  the  direft  tax  on 
perfonal  property  paid  according 
to  the  houfe-rent.  If  there  fhould 
be  any  chafm,  this  tax  might  be 
increafed  from  a  twentieth  to  an 
eighteenth  of  the  income,  but  no 
farther:  the  houfe-tax  was  then  to 
be  carried  up  by  degrees  to  the 
fame  Itandard.  The  tax  on  real 
property,  whatever  it  might  bring, 
was  always  to  be  collected  from 
the  individual  at  the  rate  of  one 
fixth  of  his  net  income,  with 
twenty-five  per  cent,  on  that 
fixth. 

Shops,  work-fhops,  and  ware- 
houfes,  having  been  exempted  from 
the  general  calculation  of  the  houfe- 
rent,  all  trades,  arts,  crafts,  and 
profefTions,  were  fubjefted  to  a  par- 
ticular impoil:  in  the  fhape  of  a 
licence,  eltimated    by  the  rent  of 


the  fliop,  work-fhop,  or  warehcufe' 
There  were  three  clafles  paying 
ten,  twelve  and  a  half,  and  fifteen 
per  cent,  on  their  refpetflive  rents ; 
bakers  alone  being  rated  but  at  one 
half  of  their  proper  clafs.  On  the 
other  hand  feveral  trades,  whicli 
were  enumerated,  paid  higher  du- 
ties, and  thefe  u  ere  diftributed  into 
five  clafles,  rifing  from  fifteen  to 
twenty-five  per  cent,  by  two  and 
halfatatime.  This  import,  which 
altogether  was  to  bring  towards  a 
million  ilerling,  was  clenrly  an 
imitation  and  an  extenfion,  but 
does  not  feem  to  have  been  an  im- 
provement, of  our  fhop-tax ;  and 
the  origin  of  feveral  other  duties 
mentioned  above  will  be  readily 
difcovered  in  this  country.  On 
the  whole  there  appears  to  have 
been  as  little  genius,  as  praftical 
information,  in  this  new  part  of 
their  fikal  fyflcm. 

What  fiill  remained  was  to  be 
fupplied  by  the  cuHoms,  and  fome 
of  the  more  unexceptionable  taxes 
of  the  old  fyftem,  efpeciaily  by 
a  duty  on  hypothecations,  or  mort- 
gages of  real  ellates,  together 
with  a  flamp-tax,  and  tax  on 
regiltration,  fubftituted  in  the 
room  of  fixteen  fmall  taxes  of  dif- 
ferent denominations,  and  aftedling 
all  notarial  ads  in  the  transfer  of 
property.  The  laft  two  were  ima- 
gined to  be  worth  between  three 
and  four  millions  fterling  to  th^ 
ftate.  The  incidental  refources  for 
the  year  were  patriotic  contribu- 
tions, and  a  fum  of  fomething  more 
than  five  hundred  thoufand  pounds 
to  be  raifed  by  lotteries. 

The  legiflature  having  appor- 
tioned the  Iharcs  of  tlie  feveral  de- 
partments, left  the  fubordinate  af- 
feffment  to  the  adminiftrative  bo- 
dies, and  the  municipalities;  which 

being 
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being  either  filled  by  the  democra- 
tical  fadion,  or  overawed  by  the 
clubs,  threw  very  nearly  the  v/hole 
burthen  on  the  lands  and  houfes  of 
the  gentry,  which  were  in  many 
inftances  rated  beyond  the  whole 
grofs  value.  Tiiere  was  no  remedy 
but  by  an  appeal  to  judges  ap- 
pointed from  among  the  oppofite 
party,  and  the  almoil  certain  confe- 
quence  of  fceking  julHce,  was  that 
of  being  denounced  as  an  enemy 
to  liberty.  Many,  however,  did  ap- 
peal. In  the  mean  time  the  treafury 
iilled  but  flowly. 

As  the  whole  fcheme  of  revenue, 
which  was  now  complete,  its  princi- 
ples, the  motives  which  induced  the 
aflembly  to  adopt  the  ieveral  parts  of 
it,  and  the  comparative  benefits  to 
be  derived  from  it,  were  foon  after 
explained  at  large  in  a  circular  ad- 
drefs,  it  feems  bell  for  the  illuftra- 
tion  of  the  fubjedt  to  take  fome  no- 
tice of  that  paper  here,  though  to 
do  this  it  will  be  neceflary  to  break 
in  a  little  on  the  order  of  time. 

The  chief  point  which  it  endea- 


voured to  imprefs  on  the  people,  was 
a  difplay  of  the  vexation  to  indivi- 
duals, and  the  lofs  to  the  public, 
which  had  formerly  refulted  from  * 
the  intricacy  and  complexity  of  the 
old  fifcal  laws.  And  this  was  un- 
doubtedly true.  There  were  no  IsCs 
than  four  different  claffifications  of 
the  provinces,  to  correfpond  refpec- 
tively  with  four  great  branches  of  re- 
venue, the  Taille,  the  Aids,  the 
Gabelles,  and  the  Duties  of  Tranfit, 
which  latter  were  fecured  by  cuf- 
tom-houfes,  barriers,  and  guards, 
along  the  whole  line  of  demarcation. 
But  the  caufe  of  this  confufed  and 
unprofitable  fyftem  was  not  the  de- 
fpotifm  but  the  good  faith  of  the 
French  monarchs,  who  could  not 
abrogate  it  without  violating  the 
compads  under  which  ten  of  the 
provinces,  called  the  countries  of  the 
States,  were  originally  united  to 
France,  or  the  charters  of  exemp- 
tion aftually  purchafed  by  others  of 
the  provinces,  diftridls,  and  towns. 

The  remaining  topics  of  the  ad- 
drefs   were  by   no  means  fo  well 


•  Whoever  thinks  It  a  matter  of  curiofity  to  imderftand  the  hiftory  of  the 
French  finances,  (and  it  is  an  impoitant  part  of  the  general  hlttory  of  that  coun- 
try) ihould  read  the  t'ollowing  books ;  Firft,  a  little  work  publifhed  in  1599, 
under  the  adminilhation  of  Sully,  with  the  licence  of  Henry  the  IVtb,  entitled 
Recueil  des  Reglements,  EdiSs,  Ordonnances,  &  Obfervations  fur  le  faiSi  des 
Finances  ; — adly,  A  polthiimous  work  of  M.  Mallet,  who  was  a  clerk  in  the  fu- 
perintendant's  office  for  thirty  years,  under  Lcuis  the  XlVth,  printed  at  London 
in  1789,  and  entitled,  Comptes  rendus  des  Finances  du  Royaume  fous  Henri  IV, 
Louis  XIII,  6?  Louis  XIV,  wiiich,  beiides  an  introduftory  enquiry  of  great  merit, 
into  the  origin  of  the  feveral  taxes,  and  the  ancient  management  of  the  revenues, 
contains  a  regular  feries  of  official  documents,  from  the  year  1^00  to  the  beginning 
cf  the  prefent  cenUiry ; — 3dly,  A  colleftion  of  Comptes  rendus,  publifhed  in  1788, 
which  fills  \ip  the  chalin  between  the  work  of  M.  Mallet,  and  the  famous  Compte 
rendu  of  M.  Necker ; — 4.thly,  The  obfeiTations  prefixed  to  the  Recueil  Alphabet 
tique  des  droits  de  Traitcs ;— and  laftly,  the  feveral  publications  of  M.  Necker,  and 
M.  Calonne  on  this  fubjeft.  It  may  not  be  impertinent  to  remark,  that  in  the 
little  work  publifhed  by  authority  of  Henry  the  IVth,  is  atreatife  on  tlie  chamber 
t)f  accotmts,  which  fets  out  by  endeavour:ng  to  fhew,  that  the  government  of 
France,  though  it  had  the  name  and  quality  of  a  monarchy,  was  fo  limited  by 
laws  and  inrtitutions,  as  to  be  in  reality,  neither  a  monarchy,  ariftocracy,  nor  de- 
mocracy, but  a  fourth  form  of  a  peculiar  kind. 

Vol.  XXXIV.  [AH  foundea. 
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founded.     It  was   full  of  fpecula- 
tions,  fuppofitions,  and  aflumptions, 
many  of  them  candidly  avowed  to 
be  fiich.     A  credit  of  feveral  mil- 
lions fterling  was  taken  for  favings, 
which  were  not  pretended  to  have 
been  calculated   on    any   accurate 
grounds,  and  which  were  expeded 
to>v,  accrue    from    the    abolition  of 
matierial  rights  and  game-laws,  the 
ruin  of  fniuggling,  the   fupprefiion 
of  various  fees  in  law-fuits,  and  the 
changes  in   the  ecclefiallical   eila- 
blifliment,  down  to  the  voluntary 
alms  given  to  mendicant  monks; 
while  nothing  was  allowed  on  the 
other  fide  of    the    account    for  a 
double  fet  of  clergy  in  moft  parifhes 
of  the  kingdom.,  the  private  charity 
of  the  pious  to  much  more  numerous 
mendicants,   the  litigations  of  ad- 
verfaries  politically  enflamed  againft 
each  other,  the  corruption  of  in- 
formers, accufers,  and  jurors,  which 
foon  became  flagrant,  or  the  oppref- 
fions  and    extortions    of   irregular 
power,  exercifed  by  men  without 
religion  or  morals.     All  was  com- 
puted on  the  hypothefis,  that  every 
thing  would  go  on  fmoothly  without 
an  impediment,  and  the  charges  in 
every  cafe  were  taken  much  below 
what  experience  even  then  had  fhevvn 
them  to  be. 

The  reafon  affigned  for  levying 
To  much  as  a  fixth  on  real,  and 
only  an  eighteenth  at  moft  on  per- 
fonal  property,  v/as  curious.  An 
harveft,  it  was  faid,  v.'ill  produce 
in  clear  profit  no  more  than  a  third 
of  the  grofs  value ;  To  an  income 
from  a  perfonal  eflate  was  confi- 
dered  as  an  harveft.  The  table, 
however,  by  which  the  perfcnal 
contribution  was  regulated,  plainly 
meant  to  compute  not  the  grofs  but 
the  net  income,  fince  the  two  lower 
ciafles  were  fuppofed  to  fpend  one  a 
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third,  and  the  other  an  aft ual  moiety 
of  their  income  in  houfe-rent;  or 
if  it  muft  be  underftood  that  two 
thirds  cf  the  income  were  allowed 
to    repay   the  capital   funk  in  the 
education  and  ellablifhment  of  the 
individual,  it  might  be  afked,  by 
what  calculation  will  thofe  expences 
be  found  fo  exaftly  proportionate 
in  the  peafant,  the  merchant,  and 
'the  man  of  letters,  or  in  any  of 
them  fo   ftriftly  analogous  to   the 
annual  charges  of  agriculture  ?  In 
truth,  the  affembly  feems  to  have 
been  defirous  of  gloffing  over,  at  any 
rate,  the  faft,  that  the  landed  intereft 
hadbeen  very  unequally  loaded:  and 
little  nicety  is  'required  in   argu- 
ments addrefled  to  willing  minds. 
Perhaps  to  the  fame  defire  may  be 
attributed  an  admiffion,  which  fixes 
an  indelible  fiain  of  injuftice,  and 
deliberate  falfhood,  upon  one  of  the 
early    pretexts    of  the  revolution. 
The  privileged  orders  were   now 
told,  that  heavy  as  might  appear 
their  portion  of  the  new  contribu- 
tions, they  in  faft  had  paid  as  much 
before,  fince  many  of  the  aboliflied 
taxes  and  vexations  fell  entirely,  or 
principally,  upon  them ;  an  argu- 
ment, which  had  never  been  con- 
ceded to  them,  when  their  exemp- 
tions were  made  the  fubjeft  of  a 
cry  for   their  deftrudlion.      There 
were    alfo    feme    paflages,  which 
might  not  have  been  expedled,  in 
favour    of    the    old    government. 
Such  of  the  former   taxes  as  were 
preferved,  contrary  to  the  theory  of 
the   ceconomifts,  were  declared  to 
be  neceffary,  becaufe  the  general 
opinion  demanded  that  there  fhould 
be    imports  of  various  natures,   to 
make  the  weight  feem  lighter,  and 
thofe  which  were  felefted  had  been 
defired  by  the  people  :  and  with  re- 
gard to  the  diftribution  of  the  two 

great 
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great  taxes  or  real  and  pcrfonal 
property,  among  the  feveral  depart- 
ments, the  affembly  aflumsd  the 
highell  merit,  for  having  followed 
regulations  which  Louis  the  XVIth 
himfelf  had  introduced.  "  The 
"  diftribution  (it  was  faid)  had 
"  nothing  arbitrary  in  it;  inafmuch 
"  as  the  refpcdlive  fhares  were  fcru- 
*'  puloufly  divided  according  to  the 
"  apportionment  of  the  impolls  laid 
"  by  the  old  government  at  a  time 
"  when  it  was  in  fome  degree  en- 
"  lightened,  and  when  at  leifure, 
"  after  a  long  peace,  it  applied  itfclf 
"  to  equalize,  as  far  as  it  could,  the 
"  public  burthens."  This  was  a 
ftrong  teftimony  from  thofe  who  had 
deftroyed  that  government,  though 
it  was  invidioufly  added,  that  the 
motive  of  fuch  equalization  had 
been,  "  to  make  the  country  bear 
"  as  much  as  was  poffible  for  it 
"  to  pay." 

Some  other  laws,  of  importance 
to  the  conftitution  and  future  go- 
vernment of  the  country,  ftill  re- 
mained to  be  propofed  or  difcufled, 
but  the  aflembly  thought  the  work 
fufficiently  advanced  to  take  mea- 
fures  preparatory  to  the  meeting 
of  the  new  legifiature ;  and  notices 
for  holding  the  primary  aflemblies 
were  diredled  to  be  iflued  on  the 
13th  of  June.  In  opening  the 
plan  of  the  committee  for  the 
formation  of  the  legifiature,  M. 
Thouret  reported  their  opinion, 
that  the  members  of  the  exiiHng 
aflembly  ought  to  be  capable 
of  fitting  in  the  next :  Roberfpierre, 
however,  immediately  oppofed  it 
with  vehemence;  and  fucceeded, 
amidft  the  applaufes  of  the  galleries, 
in  having  the  prefent  repreferta- 
tives  declared  ineligible.  This  was 
a  vidory  which  fecured  every  thing 
in  reverfion  to  the  Jacobins,  fince 


among  them  alone  could  be  found 
new  candidates  of  popular  name  in 
the  hiftory  of  the  revolution,  and 
the  eleftions  would  nectiTarily  be 
thrown  fo  much  the  more  into 
the  hands  of  the  affiliated  focie- 
ties. 

A  kindred  queftion  followed  re- 
fpefting  members  of  the  future  le- 
giilatures :  and  here  M.  Petion 
took  the  lead  in  obje£l:on.  He 
moved  that  no  member  of  any  le- 
gifiature fhould  be  re-elefled  till 
after  an  interval  of  two  years.  The 
danger  that  mull;  arife  to  the  wifefl 
conilitution  and  the  bert  govern- 
ment, from  the  perpetual  change 
of  meafures  to  be  apprehended  from 
a  perpetual  change  of  men  (who 
befides  were  prohibited  from  ac- 
cepting anyllation  under  the  crown 
during  four  years)  feriouily  alarmed 
M.  Duport,  and  drew  from  him 
fome  reflexions  which  he  declared 
he  had  long  revolved  in  his  mind, 
and  could  no  longer  fupprefs,  though 
he  had  intended  them  for  another 
occafion.  He  had  lately  been  a 
chief  of  the  Jacobin  club,  and  fiill 
profefTed  himfelf  fuch  an  admirer 
of  the  revolution,  that  he  would 
not  wifh  to  retrench  any  thing  from 
it,  except  what  he  called  ''  fome 
"  unnecefTary  cruelties;"  yet  he  now 
laid  before  the  affembly,  with  lefs 
referve  and  management  than  had 
hitherto  been  done  by  any  of  the 
leaders  on  that  fide,  a  jufl,  though 
melancholy,  reprefentation  of  the 
condition  to  which  they  had  brought 
themfelves  and  their  country.  "  Step 
"  by  ftep  (faid  he)  you  have  been 
"  led  on  to  a  complete  diforgani- 
"  zation  of  fociety.  Long  have 
"  attempts  been  made  to  infpire 
"  you  with  I  know  not  what 
«  phrenzy  of  fimple  principles,  the 
"  effeft  of  which,  accurately  calcu- 
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"  lated  by  thofa  who  are  the  firft 
"  movers,  is  to  relax  all  the  powers 
"  of  government,  and  to  deftroy, 
"  not  its  abufes,  which  you  have 
*'  nobly  done,  but  its  lalutary  ac- 
"  tion,  by  which  alone   it  can  be 
"  preferved ; — let    us    fpeak  more 
*'  truly,  it  is  to  condudl  you  to   a 
"  total  charge  in  the  form  of  go- 
*'  vernment.    For  fpite  of  protetta- 
"  tions  to  the  contrary,  he  mull  be 
"  ignorant  of  all  that  is  pafTing  in 
"  the  world,  who  entertains  a  doubt 
"  of  the  vaft  projefts  which  exift 
"  to  that  end."     "  Do  not  you  fee 
"   (added  he  in  another  part  of  his 
*♦  fpeech)  that  crowd  of  unenlight- 
"  ened  men,  already  repeating,  as 
*'  they  have  been  tutored,  that  the 
"  firft   legillature    will     be   confli- 
<'  tucnt,  and  will  make  a  conllitu- 
"  tion  more   conformable    to    the 
"  declaration    of    rights  ?    When 
"  thefe   ideas    {hall   have    become 
"  more  prevalent,  it  will  no  longer 
"  be  time  to  prevent  the  danger ; 
"  it  will   be  already  here.     Then 
**  popular   opinion,  which  has  fe- 
"  conded   your  labours,  will   turn 
"  againft  them;  your  conllitution 
"  v.ill   be  attacked  both  by  thofc 
"  who  could  not  attain  to  it,  and 
"  thofc  who  have  overlhot  it."    He 
then  dcfcribed  in  a  lively  manner 
the  fituation  to  which  the  conftitu- 
tionalilb   would   be   reduced,    like 
the  impartiais,  the  moiiarchillb,  and 
other   fimilar   connexiens  of  nier,, 
having  no   fupport  but   thi;  argu- 
ment  of    force   and    martial  iav/ ; 
he  ex'poftd   with  great   ability  the 
inifchievous  fenfe  which  was  put  on 
the  v;ords  liberty  and  equaliiy,  by 
fools  and  knaves  ;    and  the  artful 
infinuations  of  others  v.ho,  not  dif- 
clofing    the  whole   fcope   of  their 
Jcfigns,  fpread  about,  that  at  Icail 
liijcrty  and  ecjuality  would  be  bet- 
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ter  preferved   by  another  form  of 
government;   "  and  yet  (obferved 
"  he)  they  who  inftil  thefe  notions 
"  are   remarkable  for  nothing  but 
"  their   profound   incapacity ;    not 
"  one  of  us  would  give  his  houfe, 
"  his   ellate,  or   his  affairs,  to   be 
"  managed  for  fix  months  by  thefe 
"  men,  who  want  to  make  another 
"  new    conllitution    for    France." 
The  lemcdy  which  he  propofed  tor 
every  evil  was,  to  revife  the  wiiole 
of    the    conllitution,    and    quickly 
form   a   folid  and  durable  govern- 
ment, not  an  uncertain  and  totter- 
ing one,  fuch  as  the  motion  then 
before  the  aifembly  would  for  ever 
entail  on  the  nation.     The  affem- 
bly  fecmed  to  feel  the  truths  which 
h^    uttered,  ordered  his  fpeech  to 
be  printed,  refufed  to  print  a  fpeech 
of  M.  Roberfpierre,  which  had  been 
very  much  applauded  on  the  other 
fide,   and  ended   by   decreeing  an 
article  drawn  up  by  Bar-   j^ 
rere,  for  the   purpofe  of        ^    "* 
reconciling    all    opinions ; — that  a 
member  of  one  legillature  might  fit 
in  the  next ;  but  after  that,  Ihould 
not  be  re-elefted  for  the  fpace  of 
two  vears. 

The  fentiments  of  M.  Duport 
were  ibon  after  incidentally  touched 
by  M.  Defmeuniers,  who  had  alfo 
been  eminent  among  the  Jacobins. 
He  propofed  from  the  ^^  ^^^ 
committee  or  the  con-  ■' 
lliiution,  to  make  a  new  arrange- 
nien;  in  the  internal  government  of 
the  country,  confiderably  reducing 
the  number  of  the  municipalities, 
v>hich  formed  no  lefs  than  43,913 
lictle  independent  republics,  pof- 
felfing  each  an  armed  force  of  its 
own.  They  muft  be  confidered,  he 
faid,  only  as  provifkonal  inftitutions, 
adapted  to  temporary  circumftances, 
for  the  fake  of  helping  forward  the 
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revolution;  that  objeft  obtained, 
nothing  but  abufes  and  confulicn 
could  be  the  refult,  if  tliey  remain- 
ed as  they  were.  Several  voices 
immediately  cried  out,  that  there 
was  but  one  opinion  on  the  matter  : 
yet  after  a  Ihort  debate,  the  queftion 
was  referred  to  the  confideration  of 
the  enfuing  legiflature.  The  next 
day  the  fame  member  was  to  re- 
port the  opinion  of  the  committee 
as  to  the  number  of  reprefentatives 
which  the  departments  ihould  re- 
fpedively  fend  to  the  future  aflem- 
blies,  and  he  took  that  occafion  in 
concluding,  to  be  a  little  more 
explicit  on  the  danger  hanging 
over  the  Hate,  though  his  fubjeft  did 
not  naturally  lead  him  to  any  fuch 
topic.  He  warned  his  colieagues, 
that  if  their  meafures  (hould  then 
betray  a  want  of  wifdom,  they 
muHexpeft  nothing  but  ingratitude 
from  the  people  for  their  paft  fer- 
vices,  and  accufations  againft  them 
as  the  authors  of  that  anarchy  into 
which  the  country  would  fail. 
They  mull  employ  themfelves  (he 
told  them)  in  giving  ftabiiity  and 
flrength  to  the  government ;  for 
there  was  not  a  moment  more  to 
be  loft.  Nor  many  days  after,  the 
affembly  was  furprifed  by  a  more 

fpirited  rem.onllrance  than 
May  31.  all  *,  in  a  letter  from  the 

Abbe  Rayna!.  On  the 
verge  of  fourfcorc,  the  oldeft  and 
moll  celebrated  living  teacher  of  the 
new  philolophy,  he  had  collected 
his  drength  for  a  laft  effort,  to 
fpeak  the  auftere  language  of  truth. 
He  declared,  that  the  doftrines  of 
his  fchool  had  never  been  defigned 
for  the  llandard  of  legiflation;  the 
ruin  of  all  order,  morality,  and  re- 
ligion, which  he  defcribed  in  glow- 


ing terms,  he  attributed  to  the  fingle 
fault  of  recurring  for  ever  to  ab- 
flraclions,  without  regarding  femons 
and  circumftances ;  and  he  forcibly 
urged  the  immediate  neceffity  of 
putting  the  liberty,  property,  and 
fecurity  of  the  people  under  the 
proteclion  of  an  eificient  and  vi- 
gorous monarchy.  The  majority 
called  him  a  dotard,  and  palled  to 
the  order  of  the  day. 

Thus  in  no  quarter  did  any  pro- 
fpeft  open  to  the  king,  which  could 
aiford  him  a  hope  of  happinefs, 
tranquillity,  or  fafety.  The  gene- 
ral principles  which  had  been  re- 
cognifed  in  his  favour,  when  he 
firlt  folemnly  accepted  the  conlli- 
tution,  gradually  ihrunk  to  nothing 
as  the  details  of  pradical  regula- 
tion unfolded  themfelves  :  and, 
fuch  as  it  was,  the  very  makers  of 
the  conllitution  now  defpaired  of 
their  own  work.  About  the  fame 
time,  his  fuicerity  in  accepting  it 
was  impeached  more  indecently 
and  injurioully  than  ever,  and  he 
was  in  a  manner  difowned  by  the 
national  ailembly. 

The  general  reception  of  the 
well-known  letter  to  foreign  courts 
had  ultimately  juftified  the  early 
apprehcnJions  of  M.  Montmo- 
rin.  Afierting,  fo  ftrongly  as  it 
did,  the  pet  fedl  freedom  of  the  mo- 
narch, at  a  moment  when  public 
fadfls  proved  him  to  be  a  prifoner, 
it  was  regarded  every  where  abroad 
wiih  furprife  and  compafiion,  not 
without  a  mixture  of  indignation 
againit  thofe  who  had  extorted  it 
from  him;  at  home  it  deeply  af- 
flifted  all  who  bore  aifeiftion  to  his 
perfon  or  caufe,  while  it  excited 
the  ridicule,  contempt,  and  invec- 
tive, even  of  thofe  who  had  preffed 


•  See  this  remaikable  letter  in  our  laft  volume,  Appendix  to  Chron.  p.  •2i. 
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him  to  write  it,  and  applauded 
it  when  originally  communicated 
to  the  afiembly.  M.  Dumourier, 
who  once  was  of  opinion  that 
the  king  even  ought  to  enter 
his  name  among  the  Jacobins, 
thought  the  language  of  this  de- 
claration exaggerated  beyond  all 
bounds,  and  *  was  one  of  the  firft  to 
cenfure  it.  Some  ftriitures  upon 
it  were  introduced  by  him  into  a 
memoir  which  he  had  compofed 
on  the  diplomatic  ftyle  proper 
for  the  king  of  a  free  people, 
and  which,  begun  at  the  requeft  of 
Mirabeau,  voluntarily  finifhed  and 
fent  to  M.  Montmorin,  but  neg- 
lefted  by  that  minifter,  he  in  re- 
fentment  read  to  the  Jacobins,  by 
whom  it  was  warmly  approved, 
printed,  and  circulated.  The  other 
clubs  took  up  the  fubjeft  in  their 
accuHomed  tone,  and  the  demo- 
cratic journals  joined  the  cry. 

At  length  a  libel  appeared  of  fo 
treacherous  and  malignant  a  kind 
as  to  force  itfelf  on  the  notice  of 
the  king  and  his  miniflers.  It 
purported  to  be  fa  correfpondence 
received  from  Frankfort,  but  it 
bore  ftrong  marks  of  having  been 
fabricated  in  Paris ;  a  trick  which 
was  frequently  played  without 
fcruple  by  the  different  leaders  of 
the  revolution.  The  writer  pre- 
tended that  he  had  fecn  and  copied 
two  counter-letters  which  liad  ac- 
companied, for  the  purpofe  of  dif- 
crediting,  the  declaration  to  fo- 
reign courts.     The  popular   falfe- 


hood,  that  Louis  had  deligned  la 
quit  the  kingdom  on  the  i8th  of 
April,  was  re-atHrmed  in  the  face 
of  his  former  contradiftion :  the 
fubftance  of  the  fuppofed  manifeflo, 
which  he  was  in  that  cafe  to  have 
iffued,  was  recited ;  the  "  avowed 
"  determination  of  different  de- 
"  fpots"  to  fupport  him  was  an- 
nounced as  one  of  his  chief  re- 
liances ;  and  all  thefe  details  were 
afierted  to  have  come  from  the 
Thuilleries.  "  The  letters  (it  was 
"  added)  though  without  any  fig- 
"  nature,  were  known  to  be  from 
"  a  principal  agent  of  a  great 
**  ariftocratical  perfonage,  who  had 
"  given  him  a  confiderable  place 
"  in  the  department  of  diplotnatic 
"  treafo7is."  The  reft  of  the  libel 
related  to  "  the  almoft  general 
"  confpiracy  of  defpots,"  which 
was  reprefcnted  as  having  been 
already  decided,  and  only  waiting 
for  the  means  of  execution.  Great 
Britain,  Pruffia,  and  the  Emperor 
were  ftated  to  be  at  the  head  of 
this  league,  by  which  France  was 
en  the  point  of  being  attacked. 

Immediately  the  Orleanifts,  the 
anarchills,  and  the  republicans,  were 
active  in  difperfing  this  indifput- 
able  proof  (as  they  would  have  it 
confidercd)  of  perfidy  in  the  court, 
and  of  hoilile  aggreffion  from  fo- 
reign powers.  The  mifchief  to  be 
appreliended  from  this  was  the 
greater,  as  the  faife  alarm  of  an  inr 
vafion  had  for  fome  tim.e  been  induf- 
trioufly  fpread  to  agitate  the  popu- 


*  Vie  de  Dumouriez,  1,  iii.  chap.  v. 

•j-  Suite  d'une  correfpondance  de  Frankfort,  en  date  du  17  Mai  179T— i«jn  the 
Moriiteur  of  the  31II  of  May.  The  Italics  in  the  text  are  thofe  of  the  libel  itfelf. 
After  what  relates  to  France,  tliere  is,  in  tlie  pretended  correfpondence,  a  good 
deal  about  the  hoftile  difpofitions  of  the  EngJiih  government,  and  of  the  '«  monied 
men,"  much  to  the  fame  general  effeft  with  the  fuppofed  extrafts  of  lettei  s  from 
London  in  the  Monitevr,  wiiich  Mr.  Miles  fays  were  written  during  the  years 
1790  and  1 791,  either  by  Miiabeau,  or  by  a  man  who  had  been  his  fecretarj',  to 
jnfpjrea  diltrwft  pf  this  nation.     See  Conducl  of  France,  &c.  Appendix,  p.  2x3. 
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iace ;  and  the  incendiary  writers 
had  repeatedly  thrc^.  ned  a  gene- 
ral maffac-e  of  the  adverfe  party, 
on  the  filft  appearance  of  aftual 
danger.  When  examined,  indeed, 
the  pretended  article  of  intelli- 
gence was  full  of  improbabilities ; 
the  many,  however,  believe  ac- 
cording to  their  fears,  their  de- 
fires,  or  their  animofities,  not  their 
judgment ;  and  the  tendency  of 
the  publication  was  to  point  their 
fury  direftly  at  the  king  and  queen. 
M.  Montmorin,  therefore,  did  not 
content  himfelf  with  a  fimple  de- 
nial of  its  truth,  as  he  had  recently 
done  with  regard  to  a  fpurious 
manifello  ifTued  in  the  name  of  the 
,  .,     emperor;  but  in  a  letter  to 

June  I  t.  ^■^^  prefident  of  theaffem- 
bly  he  dilHnguifhed.  the  prefent  for- 
gery from  the  deluge  of  libels,  with 
which  France  was  overwhelmed, 
yet  againft  which  he  thought  it  the 
wifell,  as  it  was  the  eafietl  way,  to 
oppofe  only  contempt;  and  he 
pointedly  added,  that  he  made  the 
communication  not  only  with  the 
knowledge,  but  by  the  exprefs  or- 
der of  his  royal  mafter.  When  this 
letter  had  been  read,  a  motion  was 
made,  that  the  printer  and  edi- 
tor of  the  paper  in  which  the  libel 
had  firft  appeared,  (hould  be  pn- 
nifhed  ;  but  fome  inftantly  declared 
that    it  was  impoflible,  without  a 


full  inquiry  into  all  the  fafts,  to 
decide  between  the  miniller  and 
the  journalill,  and  were  for  paffing 
to  the  order  of  the  day ;  others 
wifhed  the  previous  queftion  to  be 
put,  that  there  might  not  remain  to 
after-times  the  trace  of  a  propor- 
tion fo  fervile.  In  vain  was  it  ob- 
ferved  on  the  other  fide,  that  in 
truth  it  was  not  the  minifter,  but 
the  king  himfelf,  who  had  been 
injured,  and  v/ho  fought  their  pro- 
tedion;  in  vain  were  the  dete  liable 
fraud  and  atrocious  tendency  of  the 
libel  preffed  on  the  aiTembly.  No 
redrefs  was  granted.  A  doubt  was 
fuffered  to  relt  on  the  good  faith  of 
the  king;  a  vague  and  indeterminate 
difquietude  was  left  on  the  minds 
of  the  people;  and  encouragement 
was  given,  through  impunity,  to 
thofe  who>  were  feeklng  by  all  arts 
to  raife  the  multitude  againft  the 
throne. 

The  patience  of  Louis,  meek  as 
was  his  nature,  was  here  exhaufled. 
Nothing  remained  for  him,  in  his 
opinion,  but  to  attempt  fome  deci- 
five  Hep,  by  fuch  means  as  were 
within  his  own  power,  to  deliver 
himfelf  with  his  family  from  cap- 
tivity and  infult,  and  his  kingdom 
from  anarchy  and  ruin.  About 
this  period,  therefore,  he  feeras  to 
have  taken  his  final  refolation* 


CHAP. 


VIII, 


T1V0  plans  formed  for  the  king's  deliverance  :  Of:e,  hy  the  Marquis  de  Bouille, 
propofed  that  the  king  Jhould  <wi:hdrax'j  himfelf  from  Paris,  and  thro-vj 
himfelf  en  the  loyalty  of  the  provinces  ;  the  other,  betiueen  the  Count  d'  Ar^ 
tois  and  the  Emperor,  offered  the  ajfjiance  of  the  neighbouring  ponjoers. 
The  king  rejeils  the  latter,  and  refol'ves  en  attempting  the  execution  of  the 
former.     Preparations  for  his  flight.     Thefe  difclofed  to  La  Fayettey  and  to 
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VoideL  Slueen  alone  fufpeiled.  Guards  at  the  palace  doubled.  Meafnrfs 
of  the  AJJ'embly  not  conciliatory  to  the  king.  Po^ver  of  pardoning  taken 
from  him  by  the  7!ew  criminal  code.  Report  relative  to  the  army  tends  to 
force  all  the  loyal  off.cers  into  a  refgnation  of  their  commijjions.  Report  on 
the  fate  of  the  Jrantiers  Jhe^jjs  a  dfpofttion  to  dijlurb  the  tranquillity  of 
Europe.  Farce  of  a  deputation  ofpartjh-children  to  the  affembly.  speech  of  their 
leader,  prornifing  the  future  ccnquejl  of  the  -luorld.  Jacobins  likely  tofucceed  tn  the 
approaching  elcLlicns.  Ceremony  of  the  federation  at  hand.  Duplicate  of  a  paff- 
jiort  obtained  for  the  kings  ufe.  Other  preparations  for  his  departure.  King  and 
his  family  efcapefrotn  Far  is.  Monfieur  and  his  cot  fort  efcape.  Proceedings  in  the 
affembly  in  conftquence.  King^s  memoir  deli--vered  to  the  ajfemhly.  AbfraSi 
of  that  memoir.  FffeSl  of  the  king's  efcape  on  the  afembly — On  the  people, 
Frocedings  of  the  Orleanifls — Of  tie  Brifotins.  King  and  his  family 
arrive  at  Faremies.  Arrejied  there.  Igncminictfy  fent  back  to  Paris. 
Infults  offered  them  on  the  road.  The  Marquis  Dampicrre  fict  for  his  loy- 
alty, as  he  -ivas  in  the  aB  of  kijfng  the  king^s  hand.  The  Royal  family 
arrive  at  Paris.  Studied  difrefpe<^i  fieivn  to  them  as  they  pafs.  A  cry  of 
*'  the  laiv,  the  laiv,''^  and  tiwiult  raifed  as  they  are  getting  out  of  their 
carriage  at  the  Thuilleries.  Are  imprifoned  there.  King  and  queen  ex- 
amined by  the  commiffoners.  Accuracy  of  the  king.  Coiijiitution  changed 
to  a  republic  by  thefe  ?neafures.  M.  Cazalh  in  confequence  refigns.  Short 
charader  of  him.  .Coalition  of  the  Lameths,  Barnave,  and  the  rejl  of  their 
party,  mjith  the  party  of  La  Fayette  and  the  committee  of  the  confitution. 
Confquent  reconciliation  and  return  of  the  club  of  1789  to  the  Jacobins, 
The  com?nittee  rf  the  national  uffembly  reports  in  favour  of  the  king.  Po' 
pidace  from  the  Palais  Royal  get  pojfrjjion  of  the  Jacobin  club.,  and  join  in 
voting  a  petition  aguinft  the  King,  proposed  by  Lacks.  Difagreement  of 
'Laclos  and  Briffot  about  draivi?tg  it  up.  Lacks  ^.vants  to  leave  an 
opening  for  raifng  d^  Orleans  to  the  throne  j  Briffot  is  for  aholijhing 
royalty  altogether.  Tvjo  different  copies  of  the  petition  printed.  Riotous 
piee ting  the  next  day  in  the  Champ-de-Mars,  for  the  purpofe  of  petition.- 
^^'S-  Jacobins  fend  to  announce  that  they  had  fupprcffed  their  petition. 
On  the  Sunday  tv:o  perfons  jnurdered  by  the  multitude  in  the  Champ-de- 
Mars.  A  ne=w  petition  there  propofed.  Martial  lavo  proclaimed,  and  feve- 
ral  of  the  populace  /hot  by  the  national  guards.  Great  terror  of  the  repub- 
lican faction.  Club  of  the  Feuil'ants  fcrmcd  by  a  mtv  fchifm  of  the 
Jacobins,  Revifan  rf  the  conjiitution.  Eloquent  prctefi  of  the  minority 
againf  all  the  aBs  of  the  Afembly.  Acceptance  of  the  conjiitution  by  the 
king.  Union  of  Avignon  vuith  France.  Decree  refpeding  the  colonies, 
contrary  to  the  former  decree  of  the  izth  of  May.  Decree  againji  the  clubs. 
Other  dec;  ees.  Clofing  of  the  afembly.  Revie-iu  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
Affembly.  Culpaolc  ads  amyiint;ng  to  aSual  rebellion  in  the  commencement 
cf  the  revolution.  Vicious  fyji em  of  dom$ftic  politics,  on  a  principle  of  uni- 
I'erfal  innovation.  Mifchicvous  confequenccs.  Furious  perfecution  of  the 
clergy  at  the  dffolution  of  the  Afembly.  Horrible  fcenes  in  the  colonies  at  the 
fame  period.  Syjiem  cf  foreign  politics.  Declared  hoftility  to  all  other  go~ 
vernmentsfrom  the  beginning  of  the  revolution.  Alarms  of  Germany.  At- 
tack on  the  Empire  in  the  proceedings  againji  thi  princes  of  Alface  and  Lor- 
X  rai^e■^^ 
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ralne,  and  hi  the  affairs  of  Avignon.  Intrigues  cf  the  French  in  the  latter 
country,  and  tniferies  produced  by  them.  ConduCi  of  the  king  of  Pruffia. 
^-Of  the  Emperor.    Ci r:ular  letter  frotn  Padua,  and  declaration  at  Pilnitz. 


VARIOUS  plans.  In  all  which 
the  marquis  de  Bouille  was  to 
have  been  the  principal  ador,  had 
been  formed,  at  different  times,  for 
the  purpofe  of  extricating  Louis 
the  XVI.  out  of  his  difficulties.  One 
ofthefe  (and  apparently  one  of  the 
moft  feafible)  was  in  great  part  di- 
gerted  by  that  officer  himfelf,  fo 
enrly  as  the  month  of  Odober  1790; 
when  the  bifliop  of  Pamiers  brought 
him  a  projedl  of  the  baron  de  Bre- 
teail,  which  had  been  already  ap- 
proved, and  was  to  be  executed  in 
the  enfuing  fpring.  The  •  intention 
•was,  that  the  royal  family  fhouid 
fecretly  quit  Paris,  and  retire  to 
one  of  the  frontier  towns  under  M, 
Bouille's  command:  there  the  king 
meant  to  collefl  around  him  the 
troops,  and  fuch  of  his  fubjeds  as 
ilill  retriined  their  fidelity ;  to  at- 
tempt bringing  back  the  rell  of  his 
ileluded  people  to  a  fenfe  of  their 
duty,  and  in  cafe  other  means  fhouid 
fail,  to  call  in  the  afTiftance  of  his 
allies  for  the  reiteration  of  order  and 
tranquillity  to  his  kingdom.  The 
general,  after  refpedlfully  remon- 
ftrating  on  the  datiger  of  fuch  a 
flight,  propofed  either  Valencien- 
nes, Befan9on,  or  Montmedy.  The 
king  fixed  on  the  latter  for  the  place 
of  his  retreat,  and  on  the  moncli  of 
March  or  April  for  the  time  of  his 
departure  from  Paris.  But  in  Fe- 
bruary this  fcheme  was  fuperfeded 
by  another,  the  fuggellicn  of  Mira- 
beau,  who  had  lately  been  gained 
to  the  Court  at  the  expence  of 
600,000  livres,  a  monthly  penfion 
of  50,000  more,  and  large  pro- 
inifes  in  cafe  of  fuccefs.    He  hoped 


to  make  the  national  afTembly  itfelf, 
the  departments,  die  people  of  Par 
ris,  and  even  the  Jacobin  club,  his 
inltruments  for  obtaining  the  dif- 
folution  of  the  exiiling  afTembly,  as 
not  being  competent,  under  their  ori- 
ginal infiruclions,  to  make  any  efTen- 
tial  change  in  the  conlUtution,  the 
fummoning  of  another  with  more 
ample  powers,  and  the  reflcration 
of  the  king  in  the  interval  to  liberty 
and  fome  reafonable  authority.  M. 
Bouille  was  then  to  have  advanced, 
with  fome  of  his  belt  troops  to  Fon- 
tainbleau  or  Compiegne,  where 
Miiabeau  was  to.  have  delivered 
the  royal  family  into  his  hands. 
No  fooner  hud  this  plan  drop- 
ped with  its  author,  than  a  new 
defign  for  the  efcape  of  the  royal 
fi^imily,  either  to  M.  Bouilie  or  to 
Aliace,  was  fubmitted  to  the  queen 
fiorn  the  duke  of  Biron,  the  inti- 
mate friend  of  the  duke  of  Or- 
leans. Of  courfe  no  trull  could  be 
repofed  in  that  quarter.  What  had 
been  before  fettled  was  therefore 
refurned,  and  firrt  the  latter  end  of 
April  or  the  beginning  of  May,  afi 
terwards,  when  that  period  came, 
the  middle  of  June  was  appointed 
for  carrying  it  into  efFcd:  the  in- 
tended excurfion  to  St.  Cloud  had 
no  fort  of  reference  to  it,  but  is  faid 
to  have  been  the  advice  of  M.  la 
Fayette,  in  order  to  give  an  appear- 
ance of  liberty  to  the  king,  AH  this 
while,  M.  Bouille  maintained  a  clofe 
correlpondence  in  cypher  with  his 
royal  mafter,  by  means  of  count 
Ferfen  and  baronefs  Korff.  The 
king's  letters  breathed  an  ardent 
defire   for  the    re-ellablilliment  of 


t  M''?o"'*J^'s^'^cmoirs,  p.  251,  Szc;  M.  Moleville's  D",  vol,  ii.  p.  191,  &c. 
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peace  and  tranquillity,  which  he 
would  have  purchafed  with  every 
perfonal  lacrlfice,  unwilling  to  have 
recourfe  to  arms,  till  all  other  means 
fl^ould  have  been  found  inelFedlual. 
He  even  warne-d  M.  Bouillcj  that 
the  plot  which  was  forined  in  the 
latter  end  of  the  yesr  1790,  for  at- 
tempting a  counter  revolution  at 
Lyons,  in  co-operation  with  the 
emigrants  at  Turin,  was  contrary 
to  his  inclination  and  confent,  and 
that  he  had  endeavoured  by  every 
method  in  his  power  to  prevent  it. 
Next  to  a  civil  war,  his  chief  dread 
was  that  of  being  obliged  to  pafs 
the  limits  of  his  own  dominions. 
In  the  mean  time,  M.  la  Fayette, 
who  had  in  vain  courted  the  con- 
fidence of  M.  B<iuille,  working 
through  his  creature  and  dependant 
the  war-minifter,  abridged  firft  the 
limitSj  and  then  the  authority  of  his 
command,  took  from  him  his  beft 
difpofed  troops,  replaced  them  with 
others  of  an  oppofite  defcription, 
and  debauched  all  by  encouraging 
them  to  frequent  the  Jacobin  clubs. 
Even  if  the  king  could  reach  Mont- 
medy,  the  ifTue  would  now  be  at  bell 
uncertain.  On  the  other  hand,  the 
impunity  granted  to  the  libels  con- 
tinually-poured forth  againft  him  and 
his  family,  rendered  it,  as  he  after- 
wards obferved,  no  longer  fafe,  or 
even  decent,  for  him  to  ftay  in  Paris. 
In  this  fituation  of  things,  came 
a  fifth  plan,  which  is  faid  to  have 
been  projefted  by  M.  Calonne,  pa- 
tronized by  the  count  d'Artois,  ne- 


1792. 

A  protrftition  by  all  the  branchei 
of  the  Bourbon  family,  was  firft  to  be 
publiihec  ;  a  manifefto  was  to  follow 
from  the  emperor,  on  the  ground 
of  the  injuries  done  to  the  prince* 
of  the  empire  having  pofllfffions  in 
Aiface  and  Lorrain,  as  well  as  on' 
the  more  public  ground  of  danger 
to  all  monarchies ;  and  lalUy,  the 
Swifs  Cantons  and  the  king  of  Sar- 
dinia (in  whofe  refpeftive  dominions 
French  emiflaries  had  long  been 
trying  to  excite  infurredions)  were 
to  join  the  confederacy  :  the  other 
powers  of  Europe  were  expefted 
to  obferve  a  neutrality.  The  fo- 
reign troops,  to  be  employed  in 
five  different  columns,  were  rec- 
koned at  ioo,oco  men;  but  they 
were  to  be  confidered  only  as  aux- 
iliaries to  the  French  nobility,  and 
to  fuch  of  the  troops  and  national 
guards  as  were  faithful  to  the  royal 
caufe.  As  foon  as  the  allies  had 
pofTefled  themfelves  of  any  confider- 
able  dlilridt  in  France,  all  the  mem- 
bers of  the  former  parliaments,  who 
could  be  collected,  were  to  be  called 
together,  and  fit  as  a  high  court  of 
juilice.  This  concert  of  powers  was 
to  be  kept  a  fecret  till  the  moment 
of  execution,  which  was  to  be  about 
the  latter  end  of  Auguft.  In  the 
mean  time  it  was  Itrongly  recom- 
mended that  every  endeavour  fhould 
be  ufed  to  prevent  partial  infurrec- 
tions  in  the  interior  of  the  kingdom; 
and  it  was  efpeeially  defired  of  the 
king  and  queen,  that  they  would 
remain  at  Paris.     Their   fafety,  it 


gotiated  by  them  with  feveral  cf    was  faid,  could  bell  be  trufted  to  an 
the  powers  engaged   in  it,  and  at     army  of  100,000  men,  preceded  by 


length  adopted  by  the  emperor,  in 
an  interview  at  Mantua,  on  the  18th 
of  May.  It  was  then  drawn  up  *  in 
XXI  articles,  to  the  following  eiFed: 


threatening  manifeftoes. 

Count  Alphonfe  Durfort,  a  French 
nobleman  then  at  Mantua,  is  re- 
ported to  have  been  confidentially 


*  Dr.  Moore's  Journal.  M.  MolevIUe's Memoirs,  vol.  Hi.  p.  442.  M.  Dugour'a 
Defence,  p.  141.  M.  Limon's  «  Fie  S?  Martjre  de  Louis  XFI."  printed  at  Ratifbon. 

charged 
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charged  by  the  emperor  with  the 
communication  of  thefe  articles  to 
Louis  the  XVIth.  He  arrived  at  the 
very  moment  when  the  king  four.d 
it  neceffary  to  make  Tome  decillve 
fffbrt.  But  this  plan,  in  which  he 
was  to  owe  the  re-eftablilhment  of 
his  throne  to  foreigners,  he  rejet^ed : 
he  adhered  to  that  of  M.  Bouille, 
in  which  he  was  to  throw  himfelf 
wholly  on  the  alFsftions  of  his 
people.  His  choice  has  been  at- 
tributed to  the  influence  of  the 
queen,  a«5tuated  by  her  known  dif- 
like  of  M.  Calonne,  her  fuppofed 
jealoufy  of  the  afcendency  which 
the  count  d'Artois  would  acquire, 
if  he  (hould  return  at  the  head  of  a 
vidorious  army,  and  the  fecret  ad- 
vice received  from  M.  Necker,  in 
whom  file  had  a  confidence.  There 
is,  however,  no  neceffity  for  afcribing 
it  to  fuch  counfeis  and  motives, 
though  they  may  alio  have  exiited. 
The  line  of  aftion  which  was  adopt- 
ed by  the  king,  was  e/Tentially  con- 
formable to  the  fpirit  of  his  con- 
duft,  and  declarations,  both  before 
and  after;  as  the  propofition  of  the 
emperor  contains,  fo  far  at  leaft  as 
circumftances  permitted,  the  out- 
line of  the  operations  attempted 
the  enfuing  year. 

When  the  king  had  once  refolved, 
he  fought  the  means  of  execution. 
T  Ten  days  before  his   flight, 

•^  ,  he  and  the  queen  went  in 
perfon  to  make  fome  ar- 
rangement in  the  apartments  of  the 
palace,  fo  as  to  get  accefs  to  a  pri- 
vate flaircafe  by  which  they  after- 
wards defcended;  and  they  ordered 
a  new  key  to  the  door  of  communi- 
cation With  that  flaircafe.  *  In- 
telligence was  carried  the  fame  day 
from  one  of  the  queen's  women  to 


an  officer  of  the  national  guards, 
and  by  his  means  to  M.  Gouvion, 
fecond  in  command  under  M.  La 
f'ayette :  but  he  was  taught  to  be- 
lieve that  it  was  the  queen  only 
vvho  meditated  an  attempt  to  efcape 
with  the  dauphin  and  the  princcfs 
royal.  The  fame  fufpicion  was  foon 
after  conveyed  from  anotlier  quar- 
ter to  M.  Voided,  a  leading  member 
of  the  committee  of  enquiry,  and 
in  connexion  with  the  Duke  of 
Orleans.  The  guards  on  duty  at 
the  palace  were  doubled. 

Meanwhile  the  proceedings  of 
the  alTembly  were  not  of  a  nature 
to  fhake  the  king's  purpofe.  In 
fettling  the  penal  code,  (the  chief 
merit  of  which  was,  that  it  con- 
firmed and  completed  the  aboli- 
tion of  torture,  begun  fome  years 
before  by  the  king  himfelf)  the 
power  of  pardoning  was  taken  from 
the  crown  :  and  there  was  no  branch 
of  the  royal  authority  fo  dear  to  the 
heart  of  Louis  as  the  prerogative 
of  fhewing  mercy.  He  felt,  and 
afterwards  complained  of,  this  de- 
privation above  all  others.  A  report 
on  the  army  was  brought  forward; 
and,  though  the  meafure  of  break- 
ing all  the  officers  was  not  adopted, 
a  new  oath  was  enjoined,  of  a  ten- 
dency which,  it  was  fuppofed,  would 
prevent  many  from  taking  it,  and 
all  who  refufed  were  to  retire  with 
one-fourth  of  their  pay.  This  re- 
port too  was  followed  by  another, 
on  the  Hate  of  the  frontiers.  The 
military  committee,  which  was 
chiefly  under  the  infiuece  of  the 
Lameths,  and  the  party  then  predo- 
minant in  the  jacobin  club,  magni- 
fied the  danger  from  the  neigh- 
bouring powers,  whom  they  accufed 
of  endeavouring  to  excite  troubles 


*  See  the  Moniteur  of  the  iid  of  June.    Dr.  Moore's  View,  Sec,  and  VhiJIoire 
fk  la  Conjuration  du  Vuc  d' Orleans, 

in 
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in  France.  The  concIuHon  of  the 
report,  however,  manifefted  that  the 
authors  of  it  were  difpofed,  them- 
felves,  to  interfere  every  where  in 
plunging  all  Europe  into  inteftine 
diforder.  **  It  is  to  you,"  faid  the 
reporter,  addrefllng  the  aflembly, 
"  it  is  to  you  that  future  ages,  that 
*'  the  univerfe  will  be  indebted  for 
*'  beholding  the  yoke  of  error,  de- 
"  fpotifm,  fuperiUtion,  and  igno- 
«  ranee  broken  by  all  men,  who, 
*'  tired  like  us  of  the  debafemcnt  and 
*'  inertnefs  into  which  the  people  had 
*'  fallen,{hall  annihilate  every  fpecies 
**  of  tyranny."  The  next  night,  with 
a  view  to  that  theatrical  efFeft  which 
has  been  fo  much  employed  to  catch 
the  populace  in  the  progrefs  of  the 
revolution,  a  fort  of  interlude,  after 
having  been  rehearfed  at  the  jaco- 
bin club,  was  performed  before  the 
national  aiTembly.  A  deputation 
of  parifh-chlldren,  accompanied  by 
fome  veterans  and  pupils  of  the  na- 
tional guards  of  Paris,  appeared  at 
the  bar.  "  If  you,"  faid  the  orator  of 
the  deputation,  "  have  had  the  glory 
*'  to  render  all  France  free,  it  will 
*•  belong  to  the  riling  generation, 
**  it  belongs  to  us,  to  carry  that  con- 
♦*  quell  to  the  very  extremities  of  the 
**  two  worlds;  the  only  conqueft  now 
♦' worthy  of  us."  This  addrefs  was 
not  only  applauded,  but  ordered  to 
be  printed  and  circulated. 

The  fuccefs  of  the  Jacobins  in 
the  approaching  eledions  was  now 


fufficiently  afcertained  upon  every 
canvas.  The  time  prelTed.  The 
decree  on  the  refidence  of  the  pub- 
lic funftionaries  had  not  yet  been 
prefented  to  the  king,  and,  there- 
fore, would  not  have  been  binding 
upon  him,  even  if  he  had  been  at 
full  liberty  ;  fome  of  the  later  ob- 
noxious decrees  were  in  the  fame 
flate  of  incompletion ;  the  whole 
conftitution  was  yet  to  be  revifed, 
previous  to  the  lalt  abfolute  accept- 
ance ;  but  the  annual  ceremony  of 
the  federation  was  at  hand,  when  it 
muft  be  ratified  anew,  as  it  then 
Hood,  by  an  oath. 

The  duplicate  of  a  paffport  *, 
granted  to  the  baronefs  KorfF  and 
her  family  on  the  5th  of  June,  was 
procured  through  the  Ruilian  am- 
bafiador,  on  a  pretence  that  the 
former  had  been  accidentally  de- 
ftroyed.  On  the  17th  of  June 
M.  Dumouftier,  who  had  formerly 
belonged  to  the  life-guards,  receiv- 
ed orders  in  the  name  of  the  king, 
that  himfelf,  and  his  two  comrades, 
M.  Malleden,  and  M.  Valory,  Ihould 
provide  themfelves  with  the  dreffes 
of  couriers,  as  they  would  be  want- 
ed to  go  with  fome  important  dif- 
patches.  The  king  himfelf  did 
not  Ice  either  of  thofe  three  gentle- 
men, till  the  evening  of  his  depar- 
ture. He  then  told  one  of  them  that 
they  were  to  accompany  him  and 
his  family  from  Paris,  but  he  did 
not    mention   his    ultimate    defti- 


*  The  circumftances  of  the  king's  efcape,  journey,  and  return  to  Pai-is,  have  been 
taken  from  the  king's  and  queen's  ieveral  declarations,  the  different  official  reports 
ro  the  aflembly  from  the  municipalities  and  other  public  bodies  at  St.  Mtnehoiild, 
Clermont,  ar.d  Varenne*,  as  well  as  from  their  own  commiflioners,  the  narratives 
of  individuals  at  the  bar,  and  principally  that  of  Drouet,  as  well  as  the  account 
which  one  of  the  three  gards-dii- corps,  who  attended  the  king,  gave  to  the  Count 
tPArtois  at  Coblentz,  in  the  prefence  of  the  author  of  the  "  Promenade  autour  de 
Grande  Lretagne.''''  An  endeavour  has  been  made  to  feleft  from  each  authority 
thofe  fails  which  pafled  moll  immediately  v>^ithin  the  knowledge  of  each.  The  reit 
is  chiefly  fupplied  from  the  report  made  by  the  committee  of  the  aflTembly  appointed 
to  enquire  into  the  circumftances  of  the  king's  efcape,  and  the  »•  Hijloire  iie  la  Ri- 
»'  njolution  par  deiw  Amii  de  la  Libertei''  vol.  vii. 

nation. 
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nation.  Their  feveral  parts  were 
;iflignrd  them  in  facilitating  the 
intended  efcape,  and  a  particular 
injunilion  was  laid  upon  them,  that 
on  no  account  fhould  they  carry 
any  arms  with  them. 

J  On    the   night   of    the 

-' "",  20th,  about  eleven  o'clock, 
frelh  intelligence  was 
brought  to  M.  Gouvion  of  the 
<^ueen's  intention  to  fly ;  and  by 
him  was  communicated  to  the 
mayor,  who,  after  informing  the 
council  general,  fent  orders  to  all 
the  poft-houfes,  to  let  no  horfes 
without  acquainting  him ;  and  to 
all  the  barriers,  to  fuffer  none  to 
depart  without  a  pafl'port  from  the 
municipality.  He  then,  with  M. 
La  Fayette,  repaired  to  the  Thuil- 
leries,  where  they  found  every  thing 
quiet,  and  apparently  fafe ;  and 
gave  orders  to  have  all  the  gates 
Ihut,  except  thofe  of  the  court  of 
princes,  leaving  feveral  of  the  fu- 
perior  officers  of  the  national  guards 
to  watch  the  whole  night.  It  is 
faid  that,  as  they  entered  the  pa- 
lace, they  adlually  pafied,  without 
knowing,  the  queen  and  the  princefs 
Elizabeth  on  their  way  to  the  coach, 
which  was  waiting  for  them  *  on  the 
Quai  Voltaire,  and  to  which  Ma- 
dame Tourzel  and  the  two  royal 
children  had  been  already  conduft- 
ed.  The  king  foon  after  came, 
attended  by  M.  Malleden.  Imme- 
diately they  all  drove  to  the  gate 
of  St.  Martin,  and  there  got  into  a 
travelling  carriage,  with  four  horfes, 
which  had  been  procured  for  them 
by  M.  Dumouilier,  and  being  joined 
on  the  road  by  a  chaifc,  in  which 
were  two  female  attendants,  who 
had  been  fent  feparatelv  out  of 
Paris,  found  M.  Valory  at  Bondy 
with  poil-hoi fes,  ready   to  proceed 


to  the  next  ftage.  All  night  they 
continued  their  journey  without 
encountering  any  obftacle,  and  the 
morning  faw  them  at  fuch  a  diftance 
from  Paris,  as  feemed  to  put  them 
out  of  the  reach  of  danger.  About 
the  fame  time  that  the  king  and  his 
family  quitted  the  Thuilleries,  Mon- 
fieur,  the  king's  brother,  and  his 
confort,  left  the  palace  of  Luxem- 
bourg^ where  they  refided,  and, 
taking  another  road,  arrived  fafely 
at  Mons  in  Auflrian  Flanders,  from 
whence  they  were  to  have  gone 
round  to  Montmedy. 

The  departure  of  the  royal  family 
was  announced  the  next  morning  to 
M.  Gouvion,  by  the  fame  perfon  who 
had  given  him  all  his  former  intel- 
ligence. He  acquainted  the  mayor, 
by  whom  the  prefident  of  theaflem- 
bly  was  informed  that  "  fome  ene- 
mies of  the  public  weal  had  carried 
off  the  king  and  his  family."  When 
this  was  declared  in  the  affembly,  a 
deep  filence  reigned  for  a  long  time. 
The  firfl:  to  break  it  was  M.  Re- 
gnaud,  of  St.  Jean  d'Angely.  He 
propofed,  and  it  was  decreed,  that 
couriers  fhould  be  difpatched  in 
every  diredion,  to  feize  and  flop  all 
perfons  leaving  the  kingdom  ;  and 
all  efFefts,  arms,  ammunition,  mo- 
ney, horfes,  and  carriages.  The 
next  ftep  was  to  order  M.  Rocham- 
beau  away  to  his  command  on  the 
frontiers.  A  fort  of  proclamation 
to  the  citizens  of  Paris  was  then 
iflued,  enforcing  the  maintenance 
of  good  order :  a  decree  was  paffed 
to  prevent  the  circulation  of  falfe 
decrees,  or  any  other  decrees  than 
thofe  of  the  afiembly  :  The  mini- 
fters  were  authorized  to  fit  per- 
fonally  in  the  afiembly,  and  to  do 
all  adls  of  executive  power  under 
their   own  fignatures,  and  on  their 


*  The  Hijloire  de  la  Reuolutiont  Sic.  Sec.  fays  "  at  the  extremity  of  the  Place  de 
*'  Carouzel."  The  i'^ai  Ktltaire  we  believe  t<»  be  the  new  name  of  the  ^ai  dt 
Louvre. 

refponfi- 
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refponfibility  :  Decrees  fealed  with 
the  great  feal  by  the  minilter  of 
juftice  were  declared  to  have  all  the 
force  of  law :  An  immediate  ac- 
count of  the  frate  of  the  treafury 
was  demanded  from  the  commif- 
doners  :  M.  Montmorin,  who  was 
confined  in  his  hcufe  by  the  popu- 
lace, was  fet  at  liberty,  and  con- 
firmed in  his  ofHce,  withinftruftions, 
to  affure  al!  foreign  powers  of  the 
good  will  of  the  French  nation : 
A  llrong  guard  was  placed  round  his 
office,  and  other  offices  which  con- 
tained the  moil  important  ftate  pa- 
pers: Accounts  having  been  brought 
that  M.  Cazales  and  M.  Clermont- 
Tonnerre,  as  well  as  two  aids-du- 
camp  of  M.  La  Fayette,  who  was 
fufpedted  of  connivance,  were  in 
danger  from  difiercnt  groups  of  the 
populace,  commiffioners  were  fent 
for  their  proteftion  :  The  national 
guards  were  all  drawn  out:  And  the 
members  of  the  direftory  had  a 
room  aliigned  them  for  their  fit- 
tings, contiguous  to  the  hall  of  the 
affembly,  that  they  might  be  at 
hand  to  receive  orders. 

In  the  midir  of  this  train  of  mea- 
furcs,  M.  T.a  Porte,  the  intendant 
of  the  civil  liif,  was  called  to  the 
bar  to  give  an  account  of  every 
thing  v.'hich  he  knew  relative  to  the 
king's  departure  ;  and  he  then  deli- 
vered a  memoir,  written  in  the 
king's  own  hand,  which  he  had 
found  in  a  fealed  packet  addrefi'ed 
to  him,  and  brought  that  morning 
by  one  of  the  royal  domelHcs.  It 
was  read,  and  appeared  to  be  a  de- 
claration of  the  king  to  France  and 


the  whole  world  on  the  fubjeft  of 
his  own  conduft,  and  that  of  the 
government  which  had  ellabliihed 
itlelf  in  the  realm.  The  compofi^. 
tion  was  undoubtedly  his  own,  and 
from  *  internal  evidence  appears  to 
have  been  recently  begun  and  finilli- 
ed :  the  llyle  of  it  was  plain  and 
fiinple,  not  without  occafional  force. 
The  whole  fhewed  much  attentive 
ftudy  of  the  decrees,  particularly 
thofe  lately  paffed  by  the  affembly, 
and  a  juit  fenfe  of  the  real  Hate  of 
the  country,  and  the  true  charafler 
of  the  revolution.  The  king  de- 
clared, that  while  a  hope  remained 
of  order  being  re-eftablilhed,  and 
public  happinefs  fecured  by  the 
meafures  of  the  national  affembly, 
he  regarded  no  perfonal  facrifice, 
and  would  never  have  objefted  to 
any  thing  which  liad  been  done, 
on  account  of  his  own  want  of 
freedom ;  but  under  the  total  dif- 
comfiture  of  that  hope,  he  now 
thought  himfelf  bound  to  enter  his 
folemn  proteft.  He  reckoned  up 
all  that  he  had  done,  or  fuffered,  to 
conform  with  the  wifhes  of  his  peo- 
ple in  the  firll  ftages  of  the  revo- 
lution ;  he  complained,  that  all  had 
been  mifreprefented  and  diftorted  j 
and  obferved  tliat  the  ftates-general, 
when  they  affumed  the  title  of  the 
national  affembly,  violating  their 
inllrudions  "  to  make  la-ws  in  con- 
"  (■£>•(  ivith  the  ki}:g"  put  him  quite 
out  of  the  conftitution,  by  denying 
him  the  right  to  grant  or  refuie  his 
fa  nation  to  fuch  ads  as  they  might 
chufe  to  call  coniiitutional,  and  al- 
lowing him  on  other  fubjedls  only  a 


*  The  firft  branch  of  government  there  reviewed,  is  the  adminiftration  of  juf- 
tice  ;  and  the  king  principally  dwells  on  the  decree  depriving  liim  of  the  power  of 
pardoiiir.g,  which  he  mentions  as  "  one  of  the  laft  decrees."  This  loofe  phrafe 
leeiiis  rather  to  intimate,  as  if  that  dtcree  had  palTtd  fome  little  timej  and  the  date 
of  it  was  the  4th  of  June. 

power 
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power  of  fufpenfion  till  the  third 
legiflature;  a  pov/er  which  he  hr.d 
never,  in  faft,  been  able  to  exer- 
cife.  He  remarked  too,  with  afflic- 
tion, the  invidious  diftindtion  which, 
in  CA'ery  arrangement,  had  been  flu- 
dioufly  made  between  fervices  ren- 
dered to  the  king  perfonally,  and 
thofe  rendered  to  the  ftate.  The 
different  parts  of  the  government 
were  then  examined,  under  the  four 
heads  of  "  jultlce,"  "  the  interior 
adminiftration,"  "  foreign  affairs, 
and  "  the  finances:"  and  it  was 
{hewn  how  the  late  praflical  regu- 
lations, in  effect,  deftroyed  all  the 
general  principles  of  the  conftitu- 
tion  favourable  to  the  royal  autho- 
rity. This  vicious  form  of  govern- 
ment was  faid  to  be  rendered  ftill 
more  fo,  from  the  ufurpation  of  the 
whole  executive  power  by  the  com- 
mittees of  the  aflembly,  and  from 
the  domination  of  the  jacobin 
clubs,  in  every  quarter,  over  every 
power  of  the  conftitution,  not  ex- 
cepting the  affembly  itfelf.  The 
kins  mentioned  with  regret  the 
failure  of  the  friends  of  order,  in 
vvhofe  wifdoni  he  declared  hlmfelf 
to  have  placed  a  confidence :  he  cited 
their  late  frequent  admifiions,  that 
it  was  neceffary,  in  the  revifion  of 
their  labours,  to  give  Ilrength  to 
the  government ;  but  noticed  their 
daily  lofs  of  credit,  and  the  grow- 
ing afcendancy  of  a  contrary  fpirit. 
He  pointed  out  the  fecret  purpofe 
of  the  outrages  heaped  upon  him, 
which  he  confidered  as  intended  to 
overturn  the  monarchy ;  and  he 
traced  the  melancholy  piftare  of  his 
mortifications  and  fufterings,  from 
the  beginning  of  the  revolution  down 
to  the  1 8th  of  April,  together  with 
the  new  infults  which  were  the 
fequel  of  that  fcandalous  day.  The 
conclufion  was  an  affe^ing  addrefs 


to  all  hisfubie^s,  and  efpecially  the 
inhabitants  of  that  city,  which,  as 
he  obferved,  his  anceltors  had  de- 
lighted to  call  the  good  city  of 
Paris.  "  Return  (he  exclaimed) 
"  to  your  king ;  he  will  always  be 
"  your  father,  your  bed  friend. 
"  What  pleafure  will  he  have  in 
•'  forgetting  all  his  perfonal  inju- 
"  ries,  and  in  feeing  himfelf  once 
"  more  in  the  midll  of  you,  when  a 
**  conftitution,  freely  accepted  by 
"  him,  fhall  have  made  our  holy- 
"  religion  refpeded  ;  when  govern- 
"  ment  Ihall  be  eftabli{hed  on  a 
"  footing,  fteady,  yet  allowing  ufe- 
"  ful  aftion  ;  when  neither  the  pro- 
♦'  perty,  nor  condition,  of  any  man 
"  (hall  be  troubled  ;  when  the  laws 
"  fliall  no  more  be  infringed  with 
"  impunity ;  and,  in  fine,  when  li- 
"  berty  ihall  be  fettled  on  a  firm 
"  and  immoveable  foundation.'* 
Louis  afterwards  referred  to  this 
paffage  in  proof  of  his  aflertion, 
that  he  never  intended  to  leave  the 
kingdom.  It  clearly  alludes  alfo  to 
the  plan  of  calling  another  meeting 
of  the  ftates-general,  for  the  pur- 
pofe of  fettling  fuch  a  conftitution 
as  he  might  freely  accept,  on  the 
principle  of  a  limited  monarchy. 

When  this  paper  had  been  read, 
a  committee  was  appointed  to  draw 
up  an  anfwer.  Such  other  mea- 
fures,  demanded  by  the  exigency  of 
the  moment,  as  were  propofed,  were 
either  decreed  or  rejefted ;  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  fitting  were  direct- 
ed to  be  printed,  and  circulated 
without  delay  ;  and  the  prefident, 
then  looking  round  with  a  compofed 
air,  obferved,  that  "  if  no  member 
"  had  any  thing  more  to  offer,  they 
*'  might  pafs  to  the  order  of  the 
"  day." 

The  demeanour  of  the  affembly 

was,  certainly,  calm,  dignified,  and, 

4  on 
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on  the  whole,  becoming  the  repre- 
fentatives  of  a  great  nation  on  fo 
trying  an  occafion  ;  yet  perhaps  it 
was  not  altogether  dee  from  a  cer- 
tain cart  of  the  theatre  :  Neither 
was  the  event  itfelf  any  furprifc  to 
the  greater  part  of  the  members. 
It  gave  rife,  however,  to  ferious 
reflexions  in  the  minds  of  many. 
M.  Barnave,  in  particular,  fhcwed 
this  by  a  change  of  condud  highly 
honourable  to  him.  Though  there 
had  long  been  a  declared  enmity 
between  him  and  M.  La  Fayette, 
yet  he  was  the  firft  to  check  fome 
infmuations,  thrown  out  by-Rew- 
bell,  againft  the  commander  in 
chief,  to  bear  a  liberal  teiUmony  to 
his  zeal  in  the  caufe  of  the  revo- 
lution, and  to  recommend  nnani- 
mity,  as  eflential  to  their  fafety. 
From  that  day  his  influence  was 
employed  in  bringing  the  minds  of 
all  around  him  to  a  better  temper. 

The  general  impreffion  made  on 
the  people  was  fimilar,  if  we  may 
believe  M.  Duport.  "  I  faw  (faid 
*'  he)  a  great  crowd  in  the  Place  de 
*'  Gre-ve :  deep  grief  was  marked 
"  OR  all  countenances,  mingled  with 
**  difpofitions  to  peace  and  union  ; 
"  and  all  declared  an  entire  confi* 
"  dence  in  the  wifdom  of  the  af- 
"  fembly." 

On  the  other  hand,  the  Orleanifts, 
the  republicans,  and  the  anarchifts, 
could  not  diflemble  their  joy ; 
their  emiflaries  were  immediately 
bufied  in  deftroying  all  emblems  and 
enfigns  of  roya'ty,  hawking  about 
memoirs  of  the  late  king,  declaim- 
ing againft  him  in  the  flrcets  as 
falfe  and  perjured,  and  every  way 
preparing  the  multitude  to  regard 
his  reign  as  at  an  end.  The  duke 
of  Orleans  thought  the  way  now 


open  for  him  to  afcend  the  throne : 
While  Briflbt,  Petion,  and  their  ca- 
bal, congratulated  themfelves  on  the 
opportunity  that  oftered  of  crefting 
a  republic.  But  here  Roberfpierre 
difFcred  from  thofe  with  v/hom  he 
had  hitherto  aded  ;  he  afked  Briflbt 
and  Petion,  with  a  fneer  *,  "  What 
"  was  a  republic  .?" 

The  king  and  his  family,  conti- 
nuing their  journey  without  Hop- 
ping, had  now  fafely  arrived  within 
thelimits  of  M.  Bouille's  command  ; 
when  the  very  precautions  taken  by 
that  officer  for  their  fecurity  became 
the  fource  of  danger.  Orders  had 
been  ilfued  by  him,  under  date  of 
the  13th,  14th,  and  15th  of  June, 
for  different  parties  of  huflars  and 
dragoons  topatrole  at  various  places 
on  the  road  from  Paris,  and  efcort 
two  carriages  which  were  faid  to 
be  expedled  with  treafure.  The 
fecret  of  the  royal  family  being  in 
the  carriages  was  entrufted  to  the 
commanding  officers  alone,  and  they 
were  to  communicate  it  to  the  men 
whenever  they  fliould  judge  it  expe- 
dient. One  party  of  hufiars  entered 
the  little  tov.n  of  St.  Menehould  on 
the  evening  of  the  2othj  and  depart- 
ing the  next  morning  towards  Paris, 
was  fucceeded  by  a  detachment  of 
dragoons.  The  appearance  of  thefe 
troops  alarmed  the  inhabitants. 
In  the  evening,  between  the  hours 
of  f«ven  and  eight,  two  carriages 
changed  horfes,  and  pafl^ed  on  with- 
out exciting  any  fufpicion  of  the 
perfonages  who  were  in  them;  but 
they  were  fcarcely  gone,  when  fome 
circumftances  in  the  condud  of  the 
commanding  officer,  who  fpoke  with 
marked  familiarity  to  one  of  the 
couriers  attending  the  carriages, 
made  the  poftmafler,  M.  Drouet, 


*  Mad.  Roland's  Appeal,  vol.  i.  p.  5?.  Eng,  Tranfl. 
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commandant  of  the  national  guard?, 
and  other  perfons  in  civil  find   mi- 
litary authority,    who  here,    &s  at 
St.  Menehould,  had  their  fufpicions 
excited   by  the  myllerious    move- 
ments of  the  troops  during  the  two 
preceding  days;  the  king  having 
been,    in    truth,   expcfted   by   M. 
Bouille  one  day  fooner.  The  paiTport 
of  the  travellers  was  then  demanded 
and  produced  :  fome  thought  it  fuf- 
ficient;  others  faid  it  ought  to  have 
been  figned  by  the  preiident  of  the 
national  alTen-.blyj  as  well  as  by  the 
king.     Till  it  could  be  regularly 
examined    at    the    town-hall,    M. 
Saufle,  the  procureur  of  the  com- 
mune, a  tallow-chandler  by  trade, 
invited  the  travellers  into  his  houfe. 
To  avoid  obfervation,  they  accepted 
the  offer.  The  loaf,  the  cheefe,  and 
a  bottle  of  Burgundy  were  placed 
before  them.     V/hether  the  king's 
palate  was  more  eafy  to  be  pleafed 
from  long  abftinence  (for  fmce  his 
departure  from  Paris  X  he  had  takea 
no    refrelhment    but    a   morfel   of 
bread,  and  two  or  three  glaffes  of 
champagne,  which  they  had  brought 
with  rhem  in  the  carriage)  or  whe- 
ther he  m.erely  wilhed  to  ingratiate 
himfelf  with  his  hoft,  he  pronounced 
the  v/ine  to  be  fome  of  the  beft  he 
had  ever  tailed.     He  then  entered 
into   farniliar  converfation   on    the 
circumftances,  office,  and  views  of 
M.  Sauffe,  the  general  fiate  of  the 
town,  and   the  fentiments   of   the 


Tufpeft  fom.e  myftery ;  and  he,  in 
confequence,  thought  it  his  duty  to 
inform    the  municipality.      V/hile 
the  magiftrates  were  debating   on 
the  fubjeft,  an  exprefs  from  Marne 
encreafed    their    fears ;    and    they 
fmally    ordered  M.    Drcuet,    and 
another   of  the  inhabitants  named 
Guillaume,  to  follow,  and  flop  the 
carriages  *".      At    Clermont,     the 
horfes   were   ordered   for  Verdun, 
but  the  travellers  turned  off  to  Va- 
rennes,  which  was  the  more  private 
road  to  Montmcdy.     Varennes  not 
being  a  poft-town,  a  relay  had  been 
there  provided  for  the  king,  but  un- 
luckily at  the  further  end  of  the  town, 
and  the  poftillions  did  not  chufe  to 
pafs  the  houfe  at  the  entrance,  with- 
out baiting  their  horfes.     The  king 
being   eager  to  proceed,  his    three 
attendants,  and  even  himfelf,  offered 
the  men  a  purfe  f  of  an  hundred 
louis-d'ors  to  go  on;  but  the  mag- 
Jiitude  of  the  fum,  which  was  meant 
to   operate   as   a  temptation,   only 
gave  an  alarm :  a  difpute  enfued ; 
in  the  mid  (I  of  which  arrived  M. 
Drouet  and  his  companion.     Their 
iirft  care  was  to  prevent  the  further 
progrefs  of  the  carriages  ;  and,  op- 
portunely for    their  purpofe,  they 
found  near  the  town-bridge,  over 
which  the  track  lay,  a  cart  loaded 
with  furniture :  this  they  overturned, 
fo  as  completely  to  obftruft  the  way. 
Having  fecured  this  point,they  called 
up  the   principal    magiftrates,  the 


*  This  is  the  account  of  the  magiftrat&s  to  th:  national  affembly,  dated  at  two 
•'clock  in  the  morning  of  the  aid,  before  they  knew  the  fuccefs  of  M.  Drouet :  it 
has,  therefore,  every  prefumption  of  accuracy.  Drouet't  Itory,  of  his  knowing 
the  queen,  and  being  ftruck  with  tlie  likLnefs  of  the  king  to  the  print  on  the 
affignats,  feems  to  have  been  an  after-thought.  One  of  the  magiftrates  of  Va- 
rennes, at  the  bar  of  the  affembly,  laid  he  was  the  firft  v^ho  knew  the  king. 

■)•  S^elques  Details^  Sec,  p.  17  j  on  the  authority  of  one  of  the  three  attend- 
ants, and  of  a  perfon  who  had  converfed  with  the  poftiilion.  The  reft  is  frons 
Drouet's  narrative  at  the  bar  of  the  national  affembly. 

%  This  fa£l  is  from  the  private  information  of  one  of  t!ie  three  attendants, 
who  was  afterwards  in  England^ 
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a^djacent  country.  Upon  hearing 
that  the  mayor  was  gone  to  the 
national  aflembly,  he  is  faid,  for 
the  firll  time,  to  have  betrayed  fome 
emotion.  He  aflced  if  there  was  any 
club  in  Varennes,  and  being  told 
there  was  not,  "  fo  much  the  bet- 
ter," rejoined  he,  "  thofe  villainous 
*'  clubs  have  ruined  France."  Dur- 
ing the  whole  difcourfe  the  queen 
faid  very  little :  the  king  Ihevved 
aiuch  reftlefs  expedtation,  and,  after 
fome  time,  enquired  with  impatience 
about  the  different  ways  of  purfu- 
Jng  his  journey.  Meanwhile  M. 
Saufie  endeavoured  to  amufe  and 
detain  his  gueHs,  but  occafionally 
leaving  the  room,  under  pretence 
of  appealing  the  tumult  at  the  door, 
or  of  giving  orders  to  have  the 
bridge  cleared,  fent  the  moft  prefling 
meffages  to  the  neighbouring  dif- 
trifts  for  affiftance. 

A  detachment  of  fixty  huifars  had 
been  polled  by  M.  Bouille  at  Va- 
rennes,  under  the  command  of  M. 
Rodwell,  a  lieutenant.  This  young 
man  was  not  intrufted  with  the  fe- 
cret.  He  fuppofed  only,  that  he 
was  to  efcort  a  military  cheft.  In 
confequence,  he  did  not  attempt  to 
form  his  huffars,  when  the  alarm  was 
iirft  given  of  fome  travellers  having 
been  flopped  and  detained  ;  and  the 
foldiers,  mingling  with  the  inhabi- 
t-ants  of  the  town,  caught  the  feel- 
ings and  paffions  of  the  multitude. 
M.  Raigecourt,  and  the  youngeil 
fon  of  M.  Bouille,  who  had  been  fent 
that  morning  to  provide  for  the 
king's  fafety,  on  hearing  the  tu- 
mult, hallcned  towards  the  houfe  of 
the  commandant,  but  found  the 
ilreets  barricaded.  They  had  only 
time  to  mount  their  horfes,  and  rulh 
through  the  armed  crowds  that  op- 
pofed  them,  to  inform  the  general 
of  die  event.  A  fecord  detachment 


of  forty  huffars  belonging   to  thd 
fame  regiment,  now  arrived  from 
Pont  Sommeville,  under  the  com- 
mand of  M.  Boudet,  and  with  them 
came  M.  Goglas,  and  another  offi- 
cer of  rank,  both  of  whom  had  been 
long  intrulled  with  the  whole  plan. 
They  had  been  llationed  at  Pont 
Sommeville,  for  the  purpofe  of  giv- 
ing fuch  orders,  as  might  be  necef- 
fary,  to  the  detachments  at  the  dif- 
ferent polls ;  and  that  they  might 
have  every  thing  in  readinefs,  they 
were  to  be  made  acquainted  with 
the  approach  of  the  royal  family  by 
a  courier  difpatched  before  with  the 
intelligence.     Some  accident,  how- 
ever, having  happened  to  one  of  the 
royal  carriages  near  Chalons,  after 
waiting  two  hours  beyond  the  ap- 
pointed  time,    they    marched    the 
troops  back  towards  Montmedy,  and 
endeavouringbyacrofs-roadtoavoid  ' 
St.  Menehould,  loft   their  way,  fo 
as  not  to  reach  Varennes  till  almoft 
an  hour  after  the  king.    At  the  en- 
trance of  the  town  they  were  met  by 
the  national  guards,  with  fome  can- 
non, and  were  obliged  to  difmount. 
M.   Boudet  then  demanded  to  fee 
the  party  of  his  regiment  polled  in 
the  town.     M.  Rodwell  came  alone 
to  him  to  receive  his  orders ;  and  be- 
ing told  what  was  the  quality  of  the 
travellers,  was  direfted  to  do  every 
thing  for  their  defence  and  relief; 
inftead  of  which,  he  fet  ciF  to  inform 
the  general  at  Stenay,  leaving  the 
command  of  his  men  to  one  of  the 
quarter-mafters,  who  was  very  ill- 
affedled  to  the  royal  caufe.     Not- 
withftanding   this   lofs   of   fupport 
from    their  comrades,  the  detach- 
ment from  Pont  Sommeville  reached 
the  houfe  where  the  royal  travellers 
were  detained ;  and  M.  Goglas,  ad- 
drelTing  hilhfelf  to  M.  SaufTe,  who 
ilili  ailsfted  not  tp  know  the  rank  of 

his 
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'his  guefts,  defired  admittance,  which 
was  granted.  The  king  told  him 
to  remain  quiet,  refufing  to  owe 
his  deliverance  to  force.  M.  Go- 
glas  then  went  out,  and  to  try  whe- 
ther the  men  had  been  corrupt- 
ed in  his  abfence,  afked  them,  if 
they  were  for  the  king  or  the  na- 
tion? upon  which  they  cried  cut 
unanimoufly,  "  For  the  nation;  for 
"  that  we  are,  and  ever  will  be." 
Immediately,  one  of  the  national 
guards  put  himfelf  at  their  head, 
and  was  received  as  their  command- 
er. The  report  made  on  this  fub- 
jecl  by  the  committee  of  the  national 
aifembly,  and  the  republican  hillo- 
ries  in  general,  add,  that  M.  Goglas, 
attempting  to  go  in  I'earch  of  other 
fuccours,  was  oppofed  by  the  major 
of  the  national  guards;  and  that  the 
latter  having  evaded  a  blow  from 
the  fabre  of  the  former,  wounded 
him' with  a  pillol  in  return,  while 
the  huflars  flood  by  unconcerned 
fpeftators  of  the  combat.  M.  Bou- 
det,  however,  in  *  his  narrative  to 
M.  Bouille,  and  the  accounts  of  the 
royalills  in  general,  make  no  men- 
tion of  any  fuch  occurrence. 

At  length,  when  M.Saufie  p?rceiv- 
ed  that  a  fullicient  force  was  colled- 


"  I  am  your  king.  Surrounded 
"  in  the  capital  with  daggers  a.nd 
"  bayonets,  I  am  come  to  my  faith- 
"  ful  fubjefts  of  this  province,  in 
"  queft  of  that  happinefs  and  peace 
"  which  every  one  of  you  enjoys. 
"  I  and  my  family  could  not  re- 
"  m.ain  in  Paris  without  danger  of 
"  being  murdered.'"  He  added 
many  afFefling  entreaties  and  libe- 
ral promlfes ;  while  the  queen,  tak- 
ing the  dauphin  in  her  arms,  adjur- 
ed M.  Saufle  in  tlie  moft  pathetic 
manner  to  fave  his  king,  and  the 
future  hope  of  the  nation.  The 
procureur,  however,  remained  in- 
exorable, and  even  expreffed  him- 
felf with  warmth.  A  man  of  the 
name  of  Chemin,  fent  from  the 
magiRrates  of  Clermont,  now  ar- 
rived, and  infulted  the  king  with 
fome  fharp  and  indecent  remon- 
ftrances;  but  Louis  only  told  him 
he  was  an  indifcreet  man.  Upon 
another  (M.  Nutel,  formerly  in  the 
fervice  of  the  prince  of  Conde) 
who  was  beginning  an  impertinent 
harangue  to  him,  he  turned  his 
back  with  contempt.  At  length  he 
affumed  a  firm  tone,  and  aflerted  his 
right  of  pafTing  wherever  he  pleafed 
within  the  kingdom,  declaring  that 


ed  tofecure  his  guclls  againll  arcfcue,     he  meant  only  to  go  to  Montmedy  ; 


and  from  all  that  had  pafTed,  nc  longer 
doubted  of  their  quality,  he  refolvcd 
to  inform  them  that  they  rauft  re- 
turn to  Paris.  After  v/alking  up  and 
down  the  room  two  or  three  times 
with  the  king.hefuddcnly  pointed  to 
a  pifture,  and  faid,  "  Sire,  that  is 
your  pifture."  Yes,  cried  Louis, 
finding  all  further  concealment  vain. 


and  iavicing  the  municipal  officers 
with  the  national  guards  of  Va- 
rennes,  to  accompany  him  thither. 
In  anrvvcr,  the  decree  iixing  his  reli- 
dence  within  twenty  leagues  of  the 
national  aifembly  was  {hewn  to 
him.  "  No,"  faid  he,  v^'ith  indio-- 
nation,  "  that  decree  I  never  fanc- 
"  tioned." 


•  That  narrativ'e  has  been  chkuy  followed  in  this  part  which  relates  to  the  con- 
duft  of  tlie  Ibl'.liers.  It  is  the  molt  perfpiciious  in  itfelf,  and,  from  the  fituation  of 
the  writer,  the  moft  credible.  In  regard  to  other  fails  before  his  arrival,  M. 
Boudet  does  not  apjKjar  to  be  equally  accurate. 


[L  2] 


M.  Robceuf, 
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M.  RobcEuf,  an  aide-de  camp  of 
M.  La  Fayette,  arriving  about  this 
period  with  the  orders  of  the  ra- 
tional afl'embly,  the  king  immedi- 
ately knew  him.  "  So  then,"  he 
exclaimed,  *'  M.  La  Fayette  has 
*'  made  me  his  prifoner  a  fecond 
*'  time,  that  he  may  eftablilli  his 
*'  republic!"  He  repeated  the  af- 
furances,  which  he  had  before  given, 
that  he  had  no  intention  of  quit- 
ting France;  his  deftination,  he  in- 
fifted,  was  to  Montmedy  :  he  con- 
fented,  ho^vever,  to  return. 

From  the  moment  that  the  king 
had  avowed  himfelf,  the  alarm- 
bell  had  been  ringing;  national 
guards  and  armed  peafants  came 
flecking  from  all  the  neighbouring 
towns  and  villages.  The  morning 
was  wafting,  and  fome  frefh  detach- 
ments of  cavalry  appeared  in-  the 
neighbourhood  ;  one  of  which,  ad- 
vancing from  the  town  of  Dun,  had 
in  vain  attempted  to  force  a  pafl'age. 
The  commanding  officer,  M.  D.f- 
long,  then  demanded  leave  to  fee  the 
king,  and  to  return  unmoleited. 
Being  permitted,  he  afked  the  oiders 
of  his  fovereign,  and  was  anfwered, 
he  could  give  no  orders,  he  was  a  pri- 
foner.  "  I  fear,"  continued  Louis, 
**  M.  Bouille  can  do  me  no  fervice, 
«'  but  I  know  he  will  do  whatever 
"  he  can ;"  and  being  a  fecond 
time  afeed  for  his  orders,  he  repeat- 
ed, "  I  am  a  prifoner,  I  can  give  no 
*'  orders."  After  this  intervievy,  it 
was  refolved  immediately  to  haften 
the  king's  departure :  he  was  in- 
formed, about  eight  o'clock,  that 
the  carriages  were  ready  to  convey 
him  and  his  family  back  towards  the 
capital.     They  lubmitted  to  their 


fortune;  while,  to  leave  them  n*' 
doubt  of  their  condition,  the  three 
gentlemen  who  had  attended  them 
in  the  habits  of  couriers,  were 
placed  on  the  coach-box  full  in 
view,  with  their  arm.s  pinioned  be- 
hind their  backs.  The  efcort  per- 
petually increafed  as  they  pafled 
along,  fo  as  to  bid  defiance  to  the 
detachments  of  cavalry.  M.  *  Bou  • 
ille  himfelf,  the  moment  that  he  heard 
of  the  arrell  at  Varennes,  ordered* 
out  the  royal  German  regiment  un- 
der arms  between  four  and  five 
o'clock  in  the  morning,  but  from- 
different  circuraftances  their  march 
was  delayed  nearly  an  hour.  Three 
miles  beyond  Stenay  the  generat 
commanded  the  troops  to  halt;  told 
them  what  had  happened,  that  the 
king  intended  to  come  to  Mont- 
medy, and  had  chofen  them  for  his 
body-guard ;  afked  if  they  would 
follow  him  ;  and  all  cheerfully  an- 
fwering  that  they  would,  diflribut- 
ed  four  hundred  louis  d'ors  among 
them.  When  he  drew  near  to  Va- 
rennes he  met  M.  Deflong,  who  re- 
lated to  him  his  converfation  with 
the  king,  and  his  fubfequent  mif- 
carriage  in  trying  to  find  a  ford  in 
the  river.  M.  Bouille  notwithfland- 
ing  endeavoured  again  in  difrerenr 
places  to  pafs  the  river,  but.without 
fuccefs.  He  faw  no  hope  of  fuc- 
couring  his  fovereign.  He  per- 
ceived a  force  much  fuperior  to  his 
own  coUeiEling  from  every  quarter» 
He  marched  back  his  regiment,  and 
with  his  principal  officers  fled  fronr 
France.  Soon  after  he  fent  hie 
well-known  letter  to  the  national 
afl'embly,  which  he  has  fince  confef- 
fed  himfelf  to  have  written  princi- 


*  This  is  from  M.  Bouille' 5' own  account,  anJ  M.  Deflong's  narrative,  which 
jree  in  the  main  with  the  report  of  the  committee,  and  the  *'  Hijioire,  ^cpOf 
deupc  Amis  ds  la  Libsrti-^\ 
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cipal  fafls  put  in  Iflue  by  the  king, 
efpecialiy  the  infults  and  outrages 
for  ever  heaped  upon  him  and  his 
family  ;  and  it  met  his  obrcrvations 
on  the  nature  of  the  go%'ernment, 
and  the  ufurpation  of  all  power  by 
the  committees  of  the  afl'embly,  and 
the  popular  focieties,  not  with  ar- 
gument, but  rhetorical  turns  of  far- 
■^cafm  and  fophifiry,  and  fometimes 
with  plain  mifreprefentation.  What 
moil  deferved  praife,  and  adlually 
received  it  from  Roberfpierre,  was 
ths  care  taken  to  impute  nothing 
criminal  diredtly  to  the  perfon  of 
the  king,  and  even  to  introduce 
fome  conciliatory  exprefiions  of  ten- 
dernefo  towards  him.  By  a  com- 
parifon  of  the  cafes,  thus  refpeftively 
on  one  fide  and  the  other  fu'bmitted 
to  the  world  and  pofterity,  the  king 
and  the  nation  muft  ultimately  be 
judged.  All  who  are  defirous  of 
forming  a  juft  opinion  of  the  mat- 
ter cannot  read  f  thofe  papers  too 
often,  nor  with  too  clofe  an  atten- 
tion. 

After  this  addrefs  had  been  de- 
creed, the  aflembly  paufed  for  an. 
hour  or  two,  when  a  cry  refounded 
through  the  hall,  '•'  he  is  taken,  he 
"  is  taken."  M.  Mangin,  a  furgeon 
of  Varennes,  appeared  at  the  bar, 
with  letters  from  the  magiftrates  of 
that  town,  from  St.  Menehould,  and 
from  the  adminiilration  of  tho  dif- 
tri(fl  of  Clermont,  and  of  Marne. 
The  aflem.bly  immediately  named 
tkree  ccmmiffioners,  M.  La  Tour- 
Maubourg,  M.  Barnave,  and  M. 
Petion,  one  from  each  of  the  prin- 


^ayiy  for  the  purpofe  of  turning  the 
popular  rage  from  the  king  upon 
himfelf.  He  fucceeded  in  this  fo 
well,  that  five  perfons  of  the  repub- 
Mcan  faftion  publicly  offered  a  re- 
ward of  five  hundred  louis  d'ors  to 
.any  man  who  would  bring  the  ge- 
neral's head  *.  The  faft  deferves 
to  be  marked,  as  the  firll:  inftance  of 
that  fyftematic  countenance  given 
to  affaffination,  which  it  was  after- 
wards propofed  to  extend  to  all  the 
.crowned  heads,  who  fhould  defend 
themfelves  by  arms  againll  the  prin- 
.ciples  of  the  revolution. 

The  whole  of  that  day  at  Paris 
was  fpent  in  lifcening  to  various  re- 
ports, which  w^ere  contradifted  as 
fail  as  they  were  circulated,  of  the 
royal  family  having  been  /topped  in 
their  flight.  The  afTembly,  after 
difpatching  fuch  common  bufinefs 
as  was  before  them,  employed  them- 
felves in  fupplying  whatever  mea- 
fures  yet  feemed  to  be  wanting  to 
the  exigency  of  their  Situation.  Par- 
ticularly, they  pafTed  a  new  oath,  to 
be  taken  by  military  men,  omitting 
all  mention  of  the  king,  and  bind- 
ing the  army  to  defend  the  confli- 
tution  againft  all  enemies,  domeflic 
as  well  as  foreign,  and  to  obey  no 
orders  but  thofe  of  the  aflembly  : 
They  took  alfo  into  confideration  the 
draught  of  an  addrefs  to  the  French 
people,  which  had  been  prepared 
,by  the  committee  appointed  to 
anfwer  the  royal  declaration.  It 
was  not  above  one  third  as  long  as 
the  paper  to  which  it  was  oppoied. 
It  omitted  all  notice  of  many  prin- 


*  Hijloire,  &c.pcr  dettx  Amis  de  la  Liberie,  vol.  vii.  note,  p.  185.  It  may  be 
proper  to  obferve,  that  the  "  Hijloire,  fefc."  and  fome  other  democraiic  publica- 
tions, have  only  a  mutilated  abftraft  inftead  of  the  genuine  letter  of  M.  Boiiille. 

f  See  in  our  lad  volume,  p  *  221,  to  p.  238*,  new  and  faithful  tranflations  of 
ihefe,  from  authentic  copies  of  the  originals,  together  ^v}th  fome  introduftory 
jfcjuarks  on  the  falfitiesof  the  common  tranflations. 
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cipal  parties  that  formed  the  ma- 
jority :  their  charge  was,  to  proteft 
the  royal  family,  and  efpecially  to 
fhew  and  maintain  the  refpeft  due 
to  the  royal  dignity ;  to  which  end 
they  had  full  powers  given  them 
over  the  whole  military  force  of 
France.  By  another  decree  M. 
Bouille  was  inftantly  fufpended  from 
all  command,  and  ordered  to  be  ar- 
refted;  but  he  was  already  out  of 
their  power.  By  a  third  law  the 
aflembly,  in  confideration  of  the  de- 
Jicate  crifis  of  the  public  affairs, 
flopped  the  meeting  of  the  cledloral 
bodies,  and  prolonged  its  own  ex- 
iftence  till  further  notice. 

The  next  day  the  national  guards 
of  Paris  filed  through  the  hall, 
holding  up  their  right  hands,  and 
fwearing  as  they  paffed  to  the  words 
of  the  new  oath  j  after  whom  fol- 
lowed a  long  train  of  volunteers,  from 
the  lov/efl:  of  the  populace,  in  their 
ordinary  drefies,  fome  with  muf- 
kets,  and  fome  with  pikes,  filling  the 
air  with  republican  cries,  while  the 
band  of  the  national  guards,  feated 
in  the  body  of  the  ailembly,  was 
playing  republican  tunes.  The  bar- 
riers of  Paris,  which  had  juil  been 
fhut,  were  now  again  throv/n  open ; 
and  travelling  was  once  more  free 
through  all  the  interior  of  the  king- 
dom, except  within  fifteen  miles  of 
the  frontiers.  A  decree  was  alfo 
paiTed,  which,  after  exprelTing  much 
Jatisfaclion  at  the  tranquillity  hither- 
to preferved  in  the  capital,  autho- 
rized the  department,  the  munici- 
pality, and  the  commander  in  chief, 
to  take  whatever  meafures  they 
might  think  good,  for  the  fafety  of 
the  royal  perfon  and  family. 

Nothing  new  in  principle  was 
done  on  the  two  following  days,  but 
fome    fiipplemental    and   e::pl?.na- 


tory  meafures  of  importance  were 
taken.  As  the  king  in  his  declara^ 
tion  had  obferved,  with  much  fe- 
verity,  on  the  new  fyftem  of  finance, 
a  feparate  addrefs  to  the  people  on 
that  fubjeft,  already  noticed  in  the 
preceding  chapter  of  this  hiftory, 
was  adopted  and  circulated :  tlie 
opportunity  was  feized,  of  eftablifh- 
ing  a  permanent  influence  through- 
out the  army,  by  diredling  the  m.i- 
nlfter  of  war,  in  concert  with  the 
military  committee,  to  appoint  a 
number  of  new  general  officers ;  and 
prcvlfion  v/as  made  for  receiving  the 
king  as  a  prifoner,  and  a  criminal. 
The  feals  which  the  municipality 
had  placed  on  the  doors  of  the  Thu- 
illeries,  were  removed,  but  all  the 
papers  found  there  were  to  be  dc- 
pofited  under  feal  in  the  national 
archives.  Every  thing  was  to  be 
arranged  as  feemed  beft  to  the  di- 
reftory  of  the  department,  for  lodg- 
ing the  royal  family  in  the  palace. 
Separate  guards  for  the  king,  the 
queen,  and  the  dauphin,  were  ap- 
pointed, under  the  fole  orders  of 
M.  La  Fayette;  and  the  nomination 
of  a  governor  for  the  young  prince 
was  referved  to  the  aflembly :  All 
who  accompanied  the  royal  family 
were  to  be  arretted,  and  interro- 
gated, and  the  king  and  queen,  by 
a  nice  dillinction  of  terms,  to  be 
heard  on  their  declarations;  which 
evidence  was  to  be  taken  asfoon  as 
poffible,  that  the  aflembly  might 
decide  what  courfe  to  purfue.  In 
the  mean  time  all  decrees  were  ftill 
to  be  fealed  ;  and  the  minifters,  as 
well  as  the  king's  commiiTioners  of 
the  treafury,  were  empowered  to 
continue  their  funflions  indepen- 
dently of  the  royal  authority.  This 
decree  v/as  propofed  by  M.  Thouret, 
Ayho  the  day  before  had  incurred 

fome 
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feme  unpopularity,  by  a  motion 
thought  to  prejudge  the  quelUon  in 
favour  of  the  king.  He  was  now 
loudly  applauded  by  the  galleries  ; 
till  the  prefident,  M.  Trcilhard, 
commanded  filence,  and  was  obeyed. 
Jt  had  in  truth  been  decreed  on  the 
firll;  of  the  month,  that  whoever 
Jhewed  any  marks  of  approbation  or 
difapprobation,  Ihould  be  turned 
out ;  but  this  law  was  never  at- 
tempted to  be  enforced. 

Four  days  were  the  king  and  his 
family  on  the  road;  expofed  per- 
petually to  all  manner  of  infults, 
from  the  harangues  of  the  magif- 
trates  as  they  proceeded  through 
every  village,  and  irom  the  cries  of 
the  armed  multitude  that  furrounded 
the  carriages.  They  were  doomed 
alfo  to  witnefs  a  fcene,  more  afflid- 
ing  than  any  words  to  their  fenfes.  • 
The  Marquis  Dampierre,  learning 
that  they  were  paffing  near  his 
eilate,  mounted  his  horfe,  pierced 
through  the  crowd,  approached  the 
carriage,  alighted,  bowed,  and  re- 
fpedfully  kiffed  the  hand  of  his  cap- 
tive fovereign,  in  which  attitude  he 
received,  in  his  body,  three  mufkct 
balls,  diicharged  at  him  from  be- 
hind. He  fell;  and  the  king  in  vain 
ftretched  out  to  him  the  hand  which 
he  had  juft  kiffed  ;  the  wheels  of  the 
carriage  went  over  him,  and  his 
laft  breath  was  uttered  in  a  cry  of 
Joyaky. 

When  the  three  commillioners 
met  the  royal  family  near  Epernay, 
the  king  Teemed  touched  with  the 
attention  and  refpecl  ^'xpreffed  in 
the  decree  of  the  affembly.  He 
made  a  fhort  anfwer,  and  declared. 


as  he  did  on  every  occafion,  that  he 
never  meant  to  quit  the  kingdom. 
From  that  period  till  his  arrival  ia 
the  neighbourhood  of  Paris,  the 
journey  was  a  little  more  fupport- 
able  ;  efpeciaily  as  from  Dormans, 
where  they  flept  that  night,  the 
commiffioners,  alarmed  by  increas- 
ing apprehenfions  of  a  refcue.  quick- 
ened their  motions,  fent  forward  to 
have  relays  of  horfes  ready,  and 
took  v/ith  them  as  a  guard  only 
fuch  armed  men  as  were  on  horfe- 
back.  At  Bondy,  on  the  j 
25th,theparirian  guards  took  -^  ^ 
charge  of  their  royal  pri-  '^^' 
foners,  f  and  covered  over  with, 
fweat  and  duft,  breaking  out  into 
inveiilives  as  ferocious  as  iheir  coun- 
tenances, they  ftruck  the  three  cap- 
tives on  the  coachbox  with  fo  much 
terror,  that,  having  reafon  to  fear 
the  moft  refined  barbarity  of  torture, 
thefe  unfortunate  men  implored 
death  as  a  favour.  Some  chofea 
grenadiers,  however,  marching  on. 
each  fide,  fo  as  to  cover  them,  and 
the  commiffioners  being  placed  fo 
as  to  protevfl  the  king  and  queen 
with  their  own  perlbns,  all  arrived 
at  Paris  in  fafety. 

As  tliey  approached  the  capital, 
the  multitude  that  hocked  out  to 
meet  them  retarded  their  progrefs. 
It  was  about  ieven  in  the  evening 
when  thev  entered  the  city.  All 
the  ftreets  vere  lined  with  an  im- 
menfe  concourfe  of  fpectators  of  all 
ages,  all  fexes,  obferving  a  profound 
filerce,  with  their  heads  covered, 
having  been  forbidden  by  La  Fay- 
ette, on  p;iin  c*  corporal  puniihmcnt, 
to    Ihew   any   of    the    accultomed 


*  H'tJlciredelaConjurafionde  D'Orleans,  tom.nx.  p.  105.  The  faft  has  alfo 
been  verified  by  the  leltimony  of  a  gentleman,  now  in  England,  who  knew  M. 
jDampierrc. 

t  Hi/ioire,  (^cfar  dtux  Anus  dc  la  Ubsrti,  tan.  vii.  p.  165, 
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nriarks  of  refpefV.  La  Fayette  him- 
felf  rode  before  the  king,  command- 
ing all  to  be  covered .  Behind  the  two 
carriages  was  feen  an  open  chariot, 
adorned  with  laurels,  in  which  the 
national  guard,  who  firfl  feized  the 
royal  family  at  Varennes,  was 
draw  n  in  triumph.  When  the  king 
and  queen  arrived  at  the  Thuille- 
ries,  and  were  going  to  alight,  the 
populace  there  flationed,  burft  into 
repeated  fhouts  of  *'  the  law,  the 
*,'  law."  Inftantly  a  tumult  began 
around  the  royal  carriages,  and  con- 
tinued to  thicken,  till  the  horrible 
cries  of  blood  reached  the  afiembly, 
at  that  time  deliberating  on  fonic 
indifferent  fubjeft  ;  and  commiirion- 
ers  were  deputed,  who  happily  fuc- 
ceeded  iureiloring  tranquillity.  The 
royal  family  entered   their    prifon. 


and  the  iron-gates  vv^ere  clofed  upon 
them. 

Whatever  could  lead  to  any  dif- 
covery  was  demanded  from  the  king; 
the  keys  of  his  coach-feats,  his  poc- 
ket-book, every  thing  :  he  was  de- 
nied all  communication  with  his  wife, 
his  filler,  his  children,  and  his  fer- 
vants ;  and  confined  under  cuftody  of 
the  national  guards,  who  had  ihewn 
fuch  evil  difpofitions  towards  him. 
*  Fifteen  officers  conftantly  watch- 
ed in  his  apartment,  and  the  door  of 
liis  bed-chamber  was  left  open 
during  the  night.  The  refc  of  the 
royal  family  were  guarded  in  the 
fame  manner.  All  night  long  a 
fentinei  took  poft  in  the  armed  chair 
by  the  bed-fide  of  the  queen,  who 
dared  not  to  undrefs  herfjif ;  and  at 
frequent  intervals  the  commar.ding 
oihcer  undrew  the  curtains   to  fee 


that  Ihe  was  there.  At  ever^ 
window  of  her  apartment,  on  the 
terrace  over  which  it  looked,  was 
placed  a  foldier,  and  two  on  the 
outfide  of  a  door  which  lea  toward 
the  room  where  her  fon  was  con- 
fined. It  is  faid,  that  among  thofe 
who  were  appointed  to  this  duty» 
fhe  recollefted  one  man  to  have 
been  a  principal  aftor  in  the  hor- 
rible fcenes  at  Verfailles,  in  Octo- 
ber 1789,  and  that  applying  to 
have  him  exchanged,  fhe  was  re- 
fufed  that  favour  by  M.  La  Fayette. 
But  the  moil:  alHidling  circumftance 
in  the  captivity  of  this  unhappy 
family,  was  the  malignant  art  ufcd 
to  poifon  the  mind  of  the  dauphin 
againil:  his  royal  parents,  from 
whom  he  W£;s  feparated.  He  was 
taught  by  his  guards,  in  ridicule 
of  his  father's  misfortunes,  to  play 
at  the  arreil  of  the  king.  The 
treatment  of  f  Charles  the  Iff. 
to  the  laft  mom.ent  of  his  life,  though 
not  to  be  praifed,  was  much  lefs  re- 
prehenfible.  When  fome  of  the  fol- 
diers,  at  the  in'digation  of  their  of- 
ficers, cried  "  Juftice,"  the  multi- 
tude bleffed  him.  He  had  no  fcnti- 
ne's  in  his  chamber.  Colonel  Hack- 
er ufed  to  knock  fubmiffively  at  his 
door,  nor  ventured,  without  being 
ordered  from  within,  to  enter ;  ar.d 
Colonel  Tomlinfon,  in  conducing 
him  to  the  fcaffold,  walked  by  his 
fide  bare-headed. 

When  the  commiffioners  appoint- 
ed by  the  affembly  to  take  the  king's 
declaration,  waited  upon  him  for 
that  purpofe,  finding  that  he  was  not 
required  to  anfwer  upon  interro- 
gations in  legal  form,  like  an  accuf- 


tho- 
cum- 


*  The  fafts  which  follow  lo  the  end  of  this  parasjranh,  are  given  on  the  au 
rity  of  a  lady  who  attended  the  queen,  and  wlio  is  now  in  England.     Onecirc  — 
fiance  ordy,  reijjefting  tb.e  guard,  who  had  been  To  oiftingiiiHied  on  the  5th  and  6th 
of  October,  1789,  is  from  ancthev  quarter  no  lefs  authentic. 


See  Herbert's  Memoirs, 
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ed  perfon,  he  exprelTed  a  readinefs 
to  gratify  the  defire  of  the  affembly ; 
and  added,  that  he  fhould  never  be 
afraid  to  publifh  the  motives  of  his 
conduft.     He  gave  in  fubllance  the 
account  of  his  inducements,  his  pur- 
pofes,  and  the  circumftances  of  his 
departure,  which  has  been   already 
woven  into  this  hiftory.     In  proof 
that  he  had  no  intention  of  quitting 
the  kingdom,  he  mentioned,  that  he 
had  with    him   only  13,200  livres 
in  gold,  and  560,000  in  affignats ; 
^nd  that  apartments  were  actually 
prepared   for  him   and  his  family 
at  Montm.edy.    As  to  the  proteft  in 
the   declaration  which  he  left  be- 
hind him,   he  remarked  that  it  did 
not  apply  to  the  fundamental  prin- 
ciples of  the  coniVitution,  but  to  the 
form  of  the  fanction,  from  his  want 
of  liberty,    and    the    decrees   not 
having  been  prefented  to  him  in  a 
body,  fo  as  to  enable  him  to  judge 
of  the  wholeconftitution  atone  view. 
The  chief  reproach   contained   in 
his   memoir,  he  faid,  was  relative 
to  the  difficulties  in  the  means  of 
adminiilration  and  execution.     He 
acknowledged  himfelf  to  have  found, 
on    his   journey,   that    the    public 
opinion  was  decidedly  in  favour  of 
the  conrtitution,  on  which  point  he 
could  never  have  been  fatisfied  at 
]^aris;  but  he  profelTed  himfelf  to 
have  been   convinced  at  the  fame 
time,  how  neceflary  it  was,  even  for 
the  fupport  of  that  conftitution,  to 
ftrengthen  the  hands  of  the  powers 
charged  with    the   maintenance  of 
public  order.     As  foon  as  he  was 
fatisfied  of  the  general  will,  he  de- 
clared,  that  he  did  not  hefitate,  as 
Jie  never  had  he/itated,  to   facrifice 
every  thing  perfcnal  to  himfelf  for 
the  happinc.'s  of  the  people,  which 
had  always  been  the  object  of  his 
defires:  and  he  would  gladly  forget 


whatever  he  had  fufFered,  to  enfure 
the  peace  and  felicity  of  the  nation. 
This  declaration  Ihewed  a  difpo- 
fition  not  to  pufh  matters  to  extre- 
mities with  the  affembly  :  but  from 
the  general  charafter  and  conduct 
of  Louis  the  XVIth,  and  his  refu- 
fal  at  Varennes  to  let  force  be  em- 
ployed for  his  deliverance,  there  is 
reaibn  to  believe  that  it  fpoke  the 
genuine  feelings  of  his  heart.  His 
love  of  his  people  was  fincere,  con- 
flant,  and  unbounded.  The  decla- 
ration of  the  queen  was  fiiorter;  and 
principally  confined  to  the  circum- 
llances  of  their  departure.  As  to 
their  delHnation,  Ihe  confirmed  the 
king  in  the  moitpofitive  manner. 

The  attendants  alfo  having  been 
interrogated,  the  confideration  of 
the  evidence  thus  collected,  and  of 
the  whole  queftion  as  it  regarded 
the  king,  was  referred  to  a  com- 
mittee appointed  for  that  purpofe. 
One  inftance  of  the  king's  accuracy 
dcferves  to  be  recorded.  He  fentfor 
the  commiflionersag-in.  It  was  toi 
inform  them  of  an  omifiion  which 
he  had  made,  in  not  appiizing  them 
that  he  had  given  exprefs  authority 
for  the  orders  iffued  to  the  troops  by 
jM.  de  Bouille  :  but  he  was  told  that: 
any  addition  to  that  efFcft  was  un- 
neceilary.  The  authorization  itfelf 
had  been  found,  tranfmitted,  and  juft 
receiyed  by  the  aflembly. 

The  whole  conlHtution  of  the 
kingdom  was  changed  by  thefe 
meafures :  from  a  monarchy  it  be- 
came in  effect  a  republic.  M.  Ma- 
louet  ftrongly  urged  this  to  the 
aficmbly  :  M.  Cazales  acted  upon  it, 
abftained  from  taking  any  (hare  in 
the  debates,  and  prefented  his  re- 
fignation.  In  him  the  monarchy,  the 
order  to  which  he  belonged,  truth, 
juflice,  morals,  and  religion,  loH 
a  zealous^  an  upright,  and  eloquent 
defender. 
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defender.     Deputed  to   the    ftates-  weakened,  and  in  a  manner  fub- 

general  by  the  nobility  of  his  pro-  verted.  The  good  difpofition  which 

vince,  he  had  arrived  in  Paris  un-  M.  Barnave  manifefled  on   the  firil; 

inlluenced   by  any  favours    of  the  knowledge  of  the  king's  flight,  has 

crown,  and  unconnefted  with  any  been  noticed.     In  the  execution  ot 


tif  the  faiSlions  which  afpired  to 
power  through  the  people.  He  foon 
took  his  part,  and  confcientioufly 
perfevered  in  it,  rotwithltanding 
ell  the  inftances  of  a  nobleman  well 
Ccquainted  with  the  court,  who 
early  alTared  him  that  the  royal 
caufe  could  not  be  fupported,  and 
that  he  had  abilities  to  make  him- 
felf  what  he  pleafed  on  the  popular 
fide.     *  A  writer  of  his  own  party 


his  miiTion  to  bring  back  the  royal 
family,  he  is  alfo  laid  to  have  been 
touched  with  companion  for  the 
fituation  of  fallen  and  infuhed  ma- 
jelly  ;  as  on  the  other  hand,  in  the 
recent  debates  relative  to  the  colo- 
nies, he  had  been  taught  the  uncer- 
tahity  of  popular  favour.  IM.  la 
Fayette  too,  on  his  fide,  had  re- 
ceived many  ftrong  intimations  of 
his  danger  from  the  Orleaniits,  and 


epplied  to  him  what  was    fsid    of    never  more  than  on  the  prefent  oc- 


Fabricins,  that  "  the  fun  could 
"  fooner  be  turned  from  his  ccarfe, 
*'  than  he  from  the  paths  of 
**  honour;"  and  his  integrity  was 
€ven  jefpefted  by  the  multitude 
amid  ft  fedition  and  infarreition. 
His  talents  were  quick  and  Itrong ; 
his  judgment  found ;  his  general 
knowledge,  efpecially  for  a  military 
man,  as  he  had  been,  far  from  in- 
confiderable.  Ke  v/as  a  debater 
rather  than  a  rhetorician,  feldom 
delivering  written  difcourfes.  Abbe 
Maury,  his  rival  and  friend,  faid  of 
him,  that  he  was  ignorant  of  his 
own  flrcngth  :  and  Madame  Roland, 
his  enemy,  in  defcribing  the  princi- 
pal fpeakers  of  the  national  afil-mbly, 
givcs  him  an  epithet  of  praife  fu- 
perior  to  all ; — llie  calls  him  "  the 
"  allonifhine  Cazales." 


cafion  :  vain  as  he  was,  he  could  not 
but  be  fenfible,  that  his  ambition  of 
defcending  to  pofterity  as  the  Wafh- 
ington  of  France  was  become  defpe- 
rate;  that  the  conltitution  of  which 
he  was  the  profelTed  champion,  and 
the  aftiial  power  which  he  exercif- 
ed,  could  have  no  exigence  but  in 
fome  fort  of  monarchy  ;  and  the  ge- 
nerous poteflion  which  he  had  juft 
received  from  M.  Barnave,  had  re- 
conciled him  to  the  party  of  his  for- 
mer advcrfaries,  the  Lameths.  In 
confequence  f,  notwithftanding  he 
had  long  amufed  M.  Brifibt  with 
private  allurances  that  he  was  a  re- 
publican, he  now  united  himfclf  and. 
his  friends  to  the  Lameths,  by  which 
junftion  all  oppofition  in  the  national 
aflembly  feemed  to  be  effeftualiy 
cruflied.     At  the  fame  time,  the  re- 


Though   they  hid   unnecefTarily,     maining  members  of  the  club  ofi  789 


and  perhaps  unwifely  for  the  fta 
bility  of  their  own  power,  gone 
thus  far,  the  principal  leaders  of  the 
majority  in  the  national  aflembly, 
now  united  to  fave  the  monar- 
chy,   vvliich    they    had    degraded, 

*  M.  Audainel. 

■f  See  Madame  Roland's  Appeal.  Eng.  Tranf.  v,  ii.  p.  84.  Thomas  Paine 
tl-ioi  ght  the  fame  cf  him.  See  ibe  dedication  to  the  Seeond  Part  of  the  Rights  of 
Maji. 
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were  formally  reconciled  to  the  mo- 
ther-club of  the  Jacobins,  and  by 
their  numbers  and  weight  put  a  fea- 
fonable  rellraint  on  the  projefts  of 
the  more  violent  fpirits  in  that  for 
ciety.    A  new  committee  was  form- 
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ed,  and  a  more  regular  correipond- 
encs  opened  with  the  revolution  fo- 
ciety  of  London. 

On  the  other  fide,  the  republicans 
endeavoured  to  give  a  more  fyfte- 
matic  diredion  to  their  efforts. 
Thev  planned  and  advertifed  a  new 
paper,  under  the  title  of  '•  The  Re- 
"  publican,"  which  was  principally 
to  be  coudu«rted  by  M.  Dumont,  a 
Gcnevefe,  v/ith  the  affiltance  of 
BrilToc,  Condorcet,  and  our  country- 
man, Thomas  Paine.  The  latter 
immediately  threw  out  a  challenge 
to  all  the  champions  of  monarchy ; 
and  it  was  at  onoeaccepted  by  Abbe 
Syeyes,  but  as  if  he  rather  meant 
to  betray  than  defend  the  caule  in 
which  he  profefied  to  engage.  Mr. 
Paine  replied,  and  there  the  ccntro- 
verfy  ended.  However,  the  new 
paper,  notwithftanding  this  triumph, 
v/as  dropped,  probably  on  account 
cf  the  events  which  foon  followed. 

The  republicans  were  zealoufly 
fupported  by  the  Anarchifls  and  the 
Orleanifts.  This  enfured  the  exer- 
tions of  the  Cordeliers,  the  Iron- 
mouth,  a  fiill  more  violent  fociety, 
if  poffible,  under  the  Abbe  Fau- 
cher,  and  other  clubs  of  the  fame 
ftamp.  But  it  was  of  more  import- 
ance to  regain,  if  poffible,  the 
afccndancy  among  the  Jacobins. 
With  this  view,  on  the  lothof  July, 
when  a  report  was  daily  expefted 
from  the  committee  appointed  to 
enquire  into  the  flight  of  the  king, 
M.'  BrifTot  addrefied  the  fociety 
in  a  long,  laboured,  and  able 
harangue,  urging  the  neceffity  of 
depofing  Louis  the  XVL  In  it  he 
anfwercd,  much  at  large,  the  ob- 
jeilion  of  the  more  moderate  parry, 
that  fuch  a  meafure  v/ould  alarm  all 
neighbouring  fovereigns,  and  draw 


down  their  united  refentment.  He 
delineated  with  great  force  of  lan- 
guage, and  with  general  fidelity, 
the  politics!  map  of  Europe,  for  the 
purpofe  of  fhewing,  that  it  was 
neither  the  inclination  nor  the  in- 
tereil  of  any  prince  or  ftate  to 
commence  war  againfl  France  :  ia 
particular  he  infilled,  that  it  was 
neither  probable  from  the  character, 
nor  poffible  from  the  exifting  em- 
barralTments  of  Leopold,  tliat  he 
fhould  venture  on  fuch  a  llep. 

The  feven  committees,  who  had 
been  ordered  to  report  on  the  whole 
queftion  refpedting  the  king,  are 
faid  to  have  fuppofed,  at  firfl,  that 
the  reftcraticn  of  Lewis  XVI.  was 
to  be  put  wholly  out  of  confidera- 
tion.  The  committee  of  confiitu- 
tion  was  occupied  only  in  difcuf- 
fing  what  fhould  be  the  mcde  of 
government  adopted  during  the 
minority  of  the  young  king*.  M. 
Adrian  Duport  was  the  firft  who 
made  his  colleagues  paufe ;  and 
even  he  could  not  venture  diredlly 
to  combat  the  opinion  which  was 
fo  decifively  pronounced.  Jt  was 
only  by  ihewing  the  committee  in 
detail,  the  abfurdity  and  inconve- 
niences of  all  theii-  projeds,  that  he 
ultimately  prevailed.  There  was 
then  another  difficulty  :  no  member 
could  be  found,  for  fome  time,  who 
would  undertake  to  communicate 
their  final  refolution  to  the  other 
fix  committees;  till  M.  Alexander 
Lamelh  at  length  accepted  this 
delicate  ccmmillion,  which  he  is  re- 
prefented  to  have  difcharged  with 
equal  ability  and  fuccefs. 

During  the  time  that  the  united 
committees  were  employed  in  fram- 
ing their  report,  the  populace 
was  worked  up  to  the  higheft  Hate 


*  Hijtoire,  &c,par  dmx  Amis,  vol.  vii.  p.  536,  237. 


of 
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of  fermentation.  On  one  fide,  who- 
ever hefitated  about  the  dethrone- 
ment of  the  king,  v/as  called  a 
traitor  and  hireling.  On  the  other, 
whoever  propofed  by  a  public  trial 
to  infringe  the  inviolabiiity  which 
theconftitutionhad  attributed  to  the 
royal  peribn,  v/as  accufed  of  a  defign 
to  make  a  counter  revolution ;  the 
two  faftions  were  tearing  each 
other  to  pieces  with  mutual  re- 
proaches, under  the  invidious  ap- 
pellaiions  of  republicans,  and 
friends  of  the  civil  lilt. 

.     ,  T  1  At  lenPth  the  report 

I^thjuly.  ,'='     J  / 

"'•'•'    was  produced :    and   to 

the  furprife,   grief,  and  confrerna- 

tion   of  the  more  violent  faction, 

it  was  in    favour  of  the  king.     It 

clearly  demonilrated,  that  according 

to  the  pofitive  letter  of  the  confti- 

tution,  the  king  could  not  be  pu- 

niihed,  and  that  his  flight  was  no 

crime,    under     any    exilHng    law. 

There  were  even  feme  expreflions, 

which  diftindly  afierted  his  right  to 

criticife  the  labours  of  the  afTembly, 

as  he  had  done,  till  he  fhould  have 

jaccepted    the    whole     conftitution 

complete  in  one  revifed  code.     Eut 

■whatever  tendernefs  was  Ihevvn  to 

the  king,  all  who  had  immediately 

or  voluntarily  affilled  in  that  efcape, 

which  in  itfeif  had  been  juft  ilated 

to  be  no  crime,  were  pronounced  to 

be  criminals.     That  very  night,  a 

.deputation  from  the  market  hcufe 

club,  went  to  the  jacobin  club,  for 

the  purpofe  of  requefting  that  fo- 

ciety  to  concur  in  a  petition  to  the 

national  afTembly,  that  they  would 

come  to  no  vote  on  the  fubjeft  of 

the  report,  without  having  collecled 

the  will  of  the  nation.     The  next 

day  the  former  prcfcnted  their  pe- 


tition, couched  in  very  indec^n^ 
terms,  and  figned  by  a  hundred  per- 
fons,  in  the  name  of  the  whole  peo- 
ple; and  the  latter  were  debating 
what  petition  they  fi^.ould  prefent, 
when  it  was  announced  that  four 
thoufand  people  were  at  the  door, 
and  demanded  a'^mittance.  The 
hall  was  filled  in  an  inftant  with  boys, 
mechanics,  women  of  the  lovN-eli 
kind,  and  rioters  of  every  defcrip- 
tion.  * "  I  faw  them  tumbling," 
fays  Madame  Roland,  "  from  the 
Palais  Royal  at  ten  o'clock  at  night. 
The  fociety  deliberated  with  that 
mob,  who  alfo  voted."  It  decreed 
the  fubftance  of  a  petition  propofed 
by  La  CIos,  the  friend  and  agent  of 
the  duke  of  Orleans,  that  the  af- 
fembly  fliouid  be  required  to  pafs 
judgment  on  the  traitor  who  fled, 
or  to  take  the  fenfe  of  the  nation 
on  the  puniihment  which  he  might 
deferve,  and  in  the  mean  time  to 
declare  that  he  had  loll  the  confi- 
dence of  the  people  of  Paris.  J^ 
committee  was  appointed  on  the 
fpot,  to  reduce  it  into  form.  La 
Olos,  who  was  one  of  the  members, 
pretending  a  head-ach,  defired  Brif- 
fot  to  hold  the  pen,  but  when  he 
was  come  to  the  ftringent  part, 
calling  upon  the  afl^embly  to  accept 
the  abdication  of  the  king.  La 
CIos,  with  an  air  of  feeming  indif- 
ference, fuggefled  the  propriety  of 
adding  "  and  to  make  provifion  for 
"  replacing  him  by  allconftitutional 
"  means."  Briflbt  rejetted  the  pro- 
pofal  with  great  eagernefs.  La  CIos 
appeared  to  give  it  up,  but  the  next 
morning,  it  appeared  in  the  printed 
paper,  which  was  circulated  every 
where,  as  the  refolution  of  the  Jaco- 
bins.    On  the  other  hand,  Briflbt^ 


*  Mad.  Roland,   Engl.  Trapfl,  vol.  i,  page  6,  and  vol. 
flijloiye,  (S'c.  page  24.1.  kc. 


page  85,  fee  alfo, 
having 
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Jiaving  concluded  with  a  declaration 
to  the  effect  that,  «  till  the  ruajority 
of  the  nation  fliould  have  expref- 
fed  a  will  contrary  to  that  of  the 
petition,  the  fociety  would  not  ac- 
knowledge Louis  XVI.  for  their 
king,  nor  any  other  king ;"  the  laft 
words  were  omitted. 

The  objeft  of  this  was  evidently 
to  open  the  way  for  the  eleva- 
tion of  the  duke  of  Orleans  to 
the  regency,  if  not  to  the  throne. 
When  the  commiflioners  appoint- 
ed by  the  Jacobins  carried  this 
petition  to  be  figned  publicly  in 
the  Champ  de  Mars,  on  what 
they  called  the  altar  of  their 
country,  objeftions  were  raiied  by 
many  to  the  interpolated  paflage. 
Some  began  to  draw  up  new  peti- 
tions ;  others  infilled  on  the  obnoxi- 
ous words  being  erafed,  and  the  re-  ' 
nunciation  of  all  monarchy,  which 
they  faid  had  been  omitted,  being 
again  inferted  in  its  proper  place. 
The  commiflioners,  however,  would 
not  fuffer  any  change  to  be  made, 
and,  after  much  altercation,  this 
knotty  point  was  referred  back  to  the 
club.  They  v/ere  occupied  in  this 
difcuffion,  when  a  member  brought 
intelligence,  that,  after  a  debate  of 
three  days,  the  national  aiTembly 
had  pafTed  a  decree  agreeable  to 
the  report  of  the  feven  committees. 
The  club  then  voted,  that  the  peti- 
tion muft  now  be  fuppreffed.  The 
populace,  however,  was  not  fo  trad- 
able. They  were  inflamed  by  fome 
words  which  Roberfpierre  let  fall,  as 
he  came  out  of  the  affembly  :  «'  My 
«'  friends,"  faid  he,  "  all  is  loft, 
*'  the  king  is  faved."  They  went 
in  crowds  to  all  the  places  of  public 
amuferaent,  and  compelled  them  to 
be  fhut  up,  as  in  times  of  general 
mourning  for  fome  great  public 
«alamity.     The  opera-houfe  only 


was  protedled  by  M.  la  Fayette  and 
fome  of  the  national  guards. 

On  the  Sunday,  another  populaf' 
meeting  being  expeifled  in  the 
Champ  de  Mars,  an  old  invalid  and 
a  hair-dreffer's  apprentice  concealed 
themfelves  under  the  altar  in  the 
Champ  de  Mars,  for  fome  purpofe 
or  other,  as  it  is  now  generally  a- 
greedjof  idle  and;licentious  curiofity. 
But  they  werefoon  detedled,  accuf- 
ed  of  a  gunpowder-plot,  and  inftantly 
hanged  at  the  firft  lamp-poft:  the 
cord  broke ;  they  were  beheaded 
alive,  and  their  heads  ftuck  on  pikes 
to  be  carried  in  triumph  through 
the  ftreets  of  the  city  to  the  Palais 
Royal.  About  eleven  o'clock,  three 
municipal  officers,  accompanied  by 
M.  la  Fayette  and  an  armed  force, 
went  to  proclaim  martial  law.  The 
rioters  fied  at  their  approach ;  all 
but  one  foldier,  who  attempted  the 
life  of  the  general,  was  pardoned, 
and  fet  at  liberty.  Hardly  Avas  M. 
la  Fayette  gone,  when  tlie  crowd 
gathered  again  ;  fome  deputies  of 
the  Cordeliers,  the  Ironmouth,  and 
other  of  the  more  furious  focieties, 
bearing  pikes  in  their  hands  and 
fir.gs  with  inflammatory  infcriptions, 
harangued  the  by-ftanders,  and  ex- 
cited their  rage ;  and  M.  Robert,  a 
faflious  journalift,  with  the  aflift- 
ance  of  his  wife,  having  written  a 
fuitable  remonlbanceto  the  national 
afllsmbly,  carried  it  about  to  be 
figned.  Thefe  tranfaftions  being 
denounced  to  the  afl'embly,  the  pre- 
£den':,  C.  Lameth,  wrote  a  ftrong 
letter  to  the  comm.cn  council  of 
Paris ;  martial  law  was  proclaimed, 
the  red  flag  was  difplayed  from  the 
town-hall,  and,  after  a  delay  of 
two  hours,  finding  that  fignal  not 
regarded,  M.  la  Fayette,  with  M. 
Bailly,  the  mayor,  marched  to  the 
Champ  de  Mars,  at  the  head  of 

fome 
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fome  nationnl  guards.  On  his  ap- 
pearance, there  was  a  tumakuous  cry 
of  "  down  with  the  red  flag,  down 
with  the  bayonets."  As  hs  continued 
his  march,  a  fhower  of  flicks  and 
Itones  was  poured  down  upon  him 
and  his  men,  and  a  piuol  was  fired, 
which,  narrowly  milling  the  mayor, 
mortally  wounded  a  foldier  wno  was 
n«.ar  him.  In  return,  the  national 
puard?  fired  in  the  air,  which  only 
increafing  the  audacity  of  the  afTaiU 
unts,  inftead  of  intimidating  them, 
their  infults  and  outrages  were  re- 
doubled, and  feveral  other  piftols 
difcharged.  The  troops  then  level- 
led their  pieces  at  the  place  whence 
the  fhots  came.  About  eleven  or 
twelve  of  the  rioters  are  faid  to 
have  been  killed,  and  as  many  more 
wounded,  on  this  occafion.  Several 
of  the  foldiers  too  fufFered  fevere- 
]y  ;  one  was  beat  off  his  horfe,  and 
one  grenadier  was  left  dead  on 
the  fidd.  Two  chafleurs  and  an 
artillery-man  were  afterwards  mur- 
dered the  fame  evening. 

Nothing  could  now  equal  the  dif- 
comfiture  of  the  republican  faftion, 
but  the  exultation  of  the  dominant 
party,  Marat,  Robert,  Royou,  and 
other  incendiary  writer?;,  concealed 
themfelves  in  lurking  holes  and  hid- 
ing places.  Many  w.ho  were  point- 
ed out  as  the  principal  inftigators  of 
the  dill  urban  ces,  were  thrown  into 
prifon.  Brifibt  was  (hunned  by  all, 
and  was  obliged  to  withdraw  himfelf 
from  public  notice.  Roberfpierre, 
in  the  utmoft  conllernatior.,  exped- 
ed  every  day  to  be  made  the  objedt 
of  fome  rigorous  proceeding  in  the 
air^mbly,  and  menaces  were  ufed 
towards  the  whole  committee  of  the 
jacobin  club,  which  had  prepared 
the  original  petition.  Every  thing 
however  evaporated  in  a  general 
decree  agaliafl   the  men  of  blood. 


who  by  placards,  writings,  or  put?* 
lie  motions  Ihould  excite  the  people 
to  carnage.  Viftorious  as  they 
were,  the  leaders  of  the  legiHative 
body  did  not  dare  to  propofe  any 
llrid  and  precife  law  againR  the 
abufe  of  the  prefs.  At  the  fama 
time,  they  declared  that  they  could 
not  be  voluntary  members  of  a  {o- 
ciety  with  thole  who  had  offended 
againfl  the  law.  They  feparated 
themfelves,  therefore,  once  more 
from  the  jacobin  club,  in  which 
now  remained  only  fix  perfons  who 
belonged  to  the  national  aflbmbly : 
thefe  were  Roberfpierre,  Petion, 
Buzot,  Antoine,  Coroller,  and 
Roederer.  The  whole  company 
that  attended  at  the  iiril  fitting 
after  the  rupture,  is  faid  not  to  have 
exceeded  thirty.  It  is  probable, 
they  might  have  been  eafily  crufh- 
ed,  had  not  the  feceders,  inftead  of 
taking  that  opportunity  to  abjure 
and  to  deftroy  all  fuch  dangerous 
afibciaiions,  only  thought  of  fetting 
up  a  rival  club,  which,  from  the 
place  of  meeting,  was  called  the 
club  of  the  Feuillans,  and  to  aim 
at  drawing  to  themfelves  the  affi- 
liated focieties,  to  whom  they  gave 
an  account  of  the  fchifm  in  a  circu- 
lar letter.  But  the  thirty,  who  Hayed 
with  Roberfpierre,  were  in  poflefiion 
of  the  old  place  of  meeting,  and  the 
old  name  of  Jacobins,  They  foon 
filled  up  their  numbers,  and  became 
more  violent,  as  they  were  lefs  re- 
ftrained  by  the  prefence  of  thofe 
vvhofe  better  education,  manners, 
and  condition  would  always  impofe 
fome  check  upon  their  behaviour. 

The  impreflion  which  had  been 
made  on  the  minds  of  the  dema- 
gogues, by  the  military  execution 
in  the  Champ  de  Mars,  had  not 
wholly  fuLfided,  when  the  aflembly 
entered  en  the  great  ta&  of  revifing 

the 
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^e  conflltution.  The  principal  ma- 
nager of  the  bufinefs  was  M.  Thcu- 
ret,  who  had  originally  been  one 
of  the  party  in  connetlion  with  M. 
Mounier,  the  heads  cf  which  were 
driven  into  exile,  partly  from  dif- 
guft,  and  partly  from  terror  at  the 
atrocities  of  Odlober  17S9  ;  and 
though  he  remained  behind,  yet 
he  had  never  run  into  any  extreme 
meafure  of  democracy.  Under 
his  aufpices,  fevefal  alterations  for 
the-  better,  though  none  of  very  im- 
portant operation,  were  propofed 
and  adopted.  Some  laAVj,  in  dero- 
gation of  the  crown,  which,  in  order 
"to  make  tlrem  irrevocable,  had  been 
decreed  as  parts  of  th«  conftituticn. 


[^75 

deration,   without  any   immediate 
dilculnon. 

The  day  before  the  queilion  was 
to  come  un,  the  municipality  illued 
a  proclamation,  exhorting  the  peo- 
ple to  tranquillity,  and  llruck  the 
red  flag,  which  had  been  flyin<j  at 
the  town-hall  f-om  the  time  of  th« 
late  affair  of  the  Champ  de  Mars; 
but  they  thought  it  neceilary  to  add 
an  intimation,  that  "  martial  law 
was  ahvays  alive  for  the  diflurberi 
of  the  public  fafety."  As  foon  as! 
M.  Thouret  had  opened  the  general 
plan  of  the  cede,  an  attempt  was 
made  by  M.  Malouet  to  criticifa 
the  v/hole  ;  M.  Chapelier,  hov.ever, 
foon  flopped  him,  and  all  the  eiForu 


were  now  rejedtcd,  and   left  to  the     of  M.Defpremenil,the  Abbe  Maury, 
confideration  of  the  future  legifla-     and  others  of  that  party,  could  not 


tures ;  in  others,  whicii  were  admit- 
ted into  the  amended  cede,  temoer- 
aments  and  explanations  favourable 
to  the  monarchy,  were  added.  WhcH 
,  he  brought  fcrv.-ard  the  re- 

^■^'  port  of  the  committees,  he 
alluded  with  fome  triumph  to  the 
fleRrudion  of  the  ancient  ccnlHtu- 


obtain  a  hearing.  A  decree  was 
pafTed  to  prohibit  all  general  cen- 
iure  of  the  conftirtition,  which  was 
confidered  as  uncliangeably  fixed. 

M.  Thouret  and  his  colkao-ues 
at  iirft  fcemed  likeJy  to  encounter 
few  cbflacles  from  the  other  fide, 
and     they   ihewed   a    proper    dif- 


tion,  by  the  decrees  of  the  fourth  of    pofulon  to  beat  do.vn  thofe   which 


Auguft  1789,  which  in  eiTed  abo- 
lifhed  the  two  higher  orders  of  the 
fiate.  "  Lalt  night,"  faid  he  "  was 
*'  the  anniverfary  of  the  ever-m.e- 
*'  morable  epoch,  when  (o  many 
*'  abufes  were  overturned.  Tiiis 
''  very  fitting  is  the  anniverfary  of 
''  that,  wherein  you  began  to  lay 
*'  the  corner  Itone  of  that  majeilic 
•*  edifice  which  is  now  finifhed.  It  is 
"  precifely  at  the  expiration  of  the 
"  fecond  year  of  your  fcfiion,  that 
^  your  committees  of  the  conftitu- 
♦'  tion,  and  of  revifion,  come  to  pre- 
''  fent  you  with  the  fruit  of  your  Ja- 
*'  hours."  He  then  proceeded  to 
fead  the  code,  without  any  further 
preface,  as  it  had  been  agreed  that 
u  &ould  lie  over  for  further  con/I- 


they  did  encounter.  When  M, 
Petion,  on  debating  the  firft  title 
of  the  code,  objefled  that  the  liberty 
of  the  prefs  was  not  fuliiciently  fe- 
cured,and inftanced  v.imt he  thouo-hc 
the  extieme  oppreiilon  of  this  coun- 
try from  a  fimilar  omiffion  at  the 
time  of  our  revolution  j  he  was 
told  by  M.  Duport,  that  if  in- 
fiead  of  oppofing  there,  he  and  M. 
Euzot  would  do  their  duty  by  at- 
tending the  com.mittees  of  whicl^ 
they  were  members,  they  would 
have  fpared  the  afiembly  that  dif- 
cufiion.  But  having  alfo  ventured 
to  defenH  the  king's  power  cf  par- 
doning, M.  Dupcrt  was  the  next 
d^y  anfwered  by  a  reference  to  a 
fpeech  of  his  own,  fix  weeks  be- 
fore 
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fore,  on  the  other  fide  of  the  quef- 
tion. 

As  the  aflembly  proceeded  in 
their  talk;  the  fpirit  of  the  repub- 
]ic;m  fadion  began  to  rife  again. 
Libels  in  news-papers,  hand-bills, 
and  pamphlets  came  thicker  and 
more  daring,  againft  M.  la  Fayette, 
the  Lameths,  Barnave,  and  the  reft 
of  the  coalition,  who  were  openly 
charged  with  having  fold  themfelves 
to  betray  the  people.  The  rights 
of  Man^  and  the  facred  duty  of  in- 
furredion,  of  v/hich  M-  !a  Fayette 
had  been  the  finl  promulgator,  were 
now  cited  againft  himielf.  The 
conduft  which  he  and  his  new 
friends  had  purfued,  two  years  be- 
fore, in  promoting  and  heading  dif- 
ferent ails  of  fedition  and  rebellion 
againft  the  government  of  that  time, 
was  applied  in  juftification  of  thofe, 
whom  they  now  treated  as  rebels 
and  confpirators.  It  was  denied, 
that  there  was  any  diftinftion  in 
principle,  and  the  late  ufe  of  the 
military,  was  publicly  denominated 
a  maflacre.  The  fittings  of  the 
Jacobins  began  to  be  more  fre- 
quented, and  the  other  clubs  to  re- 
fume  their  former  ferocity  and  ex- 
travagance of  charafter.  As  this 
tone  was  daily  more  and  more  heard, 
the  republicans  in  the  legiflative 
body  came  forward  in  the  debates 
with  more  eflciSl,  and  their  numbers 
gradually  incrcafed,  fo  as  to  extort 
many  conceffions  from  the  coalefced 
majority.  Their  principal  ftrength 
lay  in  the  advantage  which  they 
had,  of  quoting  the  former  fpecches 
of  the  leading  members  againft  their 
prefent  conduct; 

It  will  be  unneceflary  to  enter 
into  any  detailed  remarks  on  a  form 
of  government  which  did  not  laft  a 
year,  and  the  principles  of  which 


have  already  been  incidentally  ex» 
amined  in  the  courfe  of  this  hiftory: 
The  whole  is  printed  at  length 
among  the  *  ftate  papers  of  the  laft 
volume;  and  the  alterations  made 
on  the  revifion,  are  there  diftin- 
guiftied.  Only  fuch  points  will  be 
here  particularized,  as  Ihew  the  temJ 
per  and  fpirit  of  the  two  parties, 
between  whom  alone  the  queftion 
now  lay. 

No  regular  and  decided  oppofition 
was  given,  till  M.  Thouret  moved 
the  palling  of  the  third  title,  which 
treats  of  the  public  powers.  In  de- 
lining  and  defcribing  the  fovereignty 
of  the  l|ate,  fome  articles  of  popular 
faith  had  been  curtailed.  The  fo- 
vereignty was  faid  to  be  one  and 
indivifible,  but  it  was  not  exprefled 
to  be  imprefcriptible  and  inalien- 
able :  it  was  declared  to  belong  to 
the  nation,  and  it  was  added,  that  no 
feftion  of  the  people  could  attribute 
to  itfelf  the  exercife  of  the  fove- 
reignty ;  but  the  old  declaration, 
that  no  individual  could  exercife  it, 
(a declaration  levelled  at  the  king) 
was  dropped.  The  committees  pro- 
bably intended  by  thefe  changes,  to 
remove  fome  terms  and  phrafes, 
which  had  been  mifconftrued  and 
abufed  to  juftify  perpetual  iufurrec- 
tions  againft  the  monarchy.  M. 
Petion  thought  it  necefiary,  in  order 
to  prevent  the  annihilation  of  their 
political  liberty,  like  that  of  Eng- 
land by  the  aflerted  omnipotence 
of  the  king  and  parliament,  ex- 
prefsly  to  declare  the  fovereignty  in- 
alienable. M.  Thouret,  after  cavil- 
ling a  little,  and  anfwering  as  to  the 
example  of  England,  that  there  was 
not  any  national  a£l  here  authoriz- 
ing thofe  erroneous  do£lrines,wilhed 
to  prefer  the  word  imprefcriptible. 
M.  Buzot  propofed  to  take  both 
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words,  and  carried  them.  M.  Rce- 
derer,  in  ifet  h?irang::c,  att^iclc^dai;  ■ 
Other  part  of  the  fame  title,  which 
laid  down  the  Fiencn  ccnftirution 
to  be  reprcfent^tiic,  and  the  repre- 
fentatives  to  be  the  legifl<:ive 
body  and  the  king.  'He  was  fup- 
ported  by  Roberfpierre,  Prieur,  and 
others.  But  the  committees  prevail- 
ing, M.  Rewbell  propofed,  and  the 
aflembly  coiifetited,  to  add,  in  the 
firft  article  of  the  title,  that  no  in- 
dividual could  exercife  the  fove- 
reignty. 

The  qualifications  which  had  been 
fixed  for  adive  citizens  in  primary 
afTemblies,  for  eleftors  and  for  re- 
prefentarives,  were  the  next  promi- 
nent fubjecft  of  contention.     Thele, 
as  they  Itood,  were  indeed  fo  low,  as 
to  be  quite  nugatory  ;    they    were 
only  fo  many  monuments  of  the  dif- 
cordance  between  their  conilitution, 
and  the  theory  of  rights  on  which  it 
profefled  to  befoun.ed.     The  com- 
mittees, after  a  violent  llruggie,  fuc- 
ceeJed  in  raifing  confiderably  the 
value  of  the  contribution  required 
for   an  elector :  but  on  the   other 
hand,  in   the  hope  of  quicriiT;-  the 
republic^aco,   they   reduce  i    ,,■.  re- 
quired of   rep'.efentatives,    fjc'n    a 
mark  of  filver  to  the  Itrind-.rd  of  a 
mere  aclive  citizen.     Wiiile  in  this 
they  pretended  a  rcg.ir  i  ;:o  the  prin- 
ciple of  equality,  they  .:new  that  in 
prattice  the  eiedors  would  always 
chufe  men  raiher  above  than  below 
their  own  condition.     The  d:bate 
was  curious   for  the  mutual  charges 
of  inconfiilency. 

Perceiving  the  drift  of  the  alter- 
ations, M.  Petiou,  Roberfpiene, 
Buzot,  Roederer,  Gregoire,  and  the 
rell  of  that  connexion,  demanded 
that  the  old  qualifications  Ihould 
remain.  M.  KcEderermadc  an  cx« 
Vol.  XXXI V. 


prefs  motion    of  order,  that,  con- 
tormably  to  the  ufages  of  the  af- 
fcmbly,  all    dilculTion    againil    the 
conftitution   fhould   be  prohibited  ; 
and  he    grounded  himfelf  particu- 
larly upon  the  interruption  given  to 
M.  Tvlalouet.     But  the  majority  dif- 
regardcd  their  ov.n  precedent,  and 
voted  the  continuation  of  the  dif- 
cufTion.     In    the   courfe  of  it,  M. 
Cliapellior  reminded  the  other  fide, 
that  long  after  they  had  taken  that 
oath  to  the  conilitution,  which  they 
were  now  fo  rigid  in   m.aintaining, 
they  had  been  conftantly  calling  for 
the  repeal  of  the  law  relative  to  the 
mark  of  filver.     Roberfpierre  ob- 
ferved,  that  the  plan  of  the  com- 
mittee replaced   a  bad    limitation 
with  one  liill  more  unjuft  and  bur- 
thenfome;  and  that  all  the  incon- 
veniences before  objefted,  applied 
with  increafed  force  to  the  new  fyf- 
llem.    The  committees,  he  faid,  ap- 
peared to  him  to  be  in  one  contiiual 
felf-contradidion.   The  people  were 
to  have  the  free  choice  of  ti.  "'•  re- 
prefentatives,  but  not  of  the:  mter- 
mediate  body,  in  whom  was  the  ac- 
tual  eletlion.     The    afiembly    had 
recognifea,  on  th;   propcfal  of  the 
committees,  that  every  citizen  was 
admiiiibic  to  e^'ery  funi!lion,  with- 
out any  urher  dilU.i<5lion,  than  thofe 
of  virtue  and  tp.lents ;  but  here  was 
an  imrTiC  ".late  violation  of  that  pro- 
mife.  Thele  remarks  were  certainly 
nqt     unfounded    in    the     prcfeffed 
principles  of  the  revolution,  and  the 
declaration  of  rights,  which  flood 
at  the  head  of  the  code;  andfurely 
in  itfelf  it  is   not  pcfiible   to    con- 
ceive  a  greater  folecifm,  than  that 
the  fame  man  who  is  not  elleemed 
fit  to   be    trufled   with   one    voice 
among  many,  in  chufing  aperfon  to 
exercife  the  hlghcit  powers   of  the 
[M]  ftate. 
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Itate,  fhould  be  confidered  as  Avor- 
thy  himlelf  to  exercife  thole  very 
powers. 

The  manner  in  which  Robcr- 
fpierre  and  Petion  had  carried  the 
decrees  tor  rendering  thofe  who  had 
been  members  of  two  legiflatures, 
ineligible  to  the  third,  has  been  al- 
ready related*.  To  that  article 
the  committees  added  a  note,  de- 
claring that  they  regarded  the  li- 
iiiitation  as  contrary  to  liberty,  and 
•prejudicial  to  the  interells  of  the 
nation.  The  affembly,  however, 
would  not  confent  to  any  altera- 
tion f . 

But  the  point  which  gave  occa- 
fioa  to  the  great  trial  of  ftrength 
between  the  parties,  was  the  degree 
of  connexion  that  ought  to  fubfill 
between  the  miniftry  and  the  afTem- 
bly. 

The  revifed  code  of  the  conllitu- 
tion  did  notcontain  the  felf- denying 
decrees,  which'  prevented  any  mem- 
ber of  the  legiHative  body  from 
being,  taken  into  the  adminiftration 
rill  the  end  of  four  years  from  a 
difiblution.  It  was  brought  forward, 
fi  little  out  of  its  place,  lay  IVL  Saint 
Martin,  as  foon  as  the  article  jull 
inentioned  had  been  adopted.  M. 
Thouret  and  his  colleagues  op- 
pofed  it  with  all  their  force,  but 
after  fome  confiderable  agitation,  a 
compromife,  propofed  by  M.  Buzot, 
was  voted,  winch  reduced  the  dif- 
qualification  to  the  term  of  two 
years.  M.  Guillaume  thought  this 
a  p-ood  opportunity  toreilore  an  ar- 
ticle relative  to  the  refponfibility  of 
minifters,  which  having  been  origi- 
nally rejected  by  the  alTembly,  was 
then  carried  by  M.  Buzoi  againil 


the  oppofition  of  M.  Cazales,  with-, 
out    a  debate,  but    had  been  nov»- 
omitted  on  the  revifion.     It  recog- 
nifed   the  right  of  the  legidaiive 
body  to  tell  the  king,  that  his  mi- 
niilers  had  loll  the  confidence  of  the 
nation.       An    invidious   diftindion 
which  the  mover  applied  to  himlelt 
and  his  party,  as  the  true  friends  of 
the  conllitution,  produced  a  violent 
tumult.     It  was  not  without  fome 
difficulty  that  M.  Barnave  at  length 
obtained  an  hearing.    He  delivered 
a  forcible  and  apparently  prepaa-ed 
fpecch,    relative    to  the    menaces 
which    were  hinted  on  that  and  the 
preceding  day,  and  the  difcord  which 
began  to  reign  in  the  afl'embly.    He 
remarked,   that  befide  the  conllant 
enemies    of  the    revolution,    there 
were    two   other  clafl'es,  who   op- 
pofed  the  labours  of  the  committees. 
He  fpoke  with  refpeft   and  tender- 
nefs  of  thoie,  who  con'.cicntioufly 
preferring  another  form  of  govern- 
ment, difguifcd   their  cbjefl  more 
or  lefs  in  the  part  which  they  took, 
and  tried  artfully  to  expunge  from 
the  confiitution  every  thing  monar- 
chical, which  was   an  obltacle    to 
their  views.     The   other  clafs   he 
faid  confilted  of  thofe  who  were  not 
aduated  by  any  love  of  a  republic 
rather  than  a  monarchy;  of  demo- 
cracy rather  than  ariilocracy  j  who, 
in  truth,  loved  no  fort  of  govern- 
ment:, to  whom,    whatever    fixed 
the    political   machine,    whatever 
was  public  order,  whatever  gave  to 
every  man  his   due,  whatever  af- 
figned  his  proper  rank  to   the  man 
of  worth  and  honour,  to  the  worth - 
Itfs  and  bafe  calumniator,   was  odi- 
ous,   becaufe   it    was    hollile.     He 


*  See  page  147, 

f  Page  158  of   the  laft  vol.  Seft.   3. 
«he  reader  is  defired  to  cone^  it  as  above. 


art.  6,  the  tranilstion  is  inaccurate, 
c«ntented 
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contented  hirafelf,  however,   \\Tth 
iimply  moving  the  order  of  the  day, 
to  which  they  iminediately   pafled. 
The  remaining  article  of  the  fame 
feCtion,    and     the   three    following 
feftions    of   the  code,    were    then 
adopted  almoft  without  an   obfer- 
vation.     The  next  day,   when  the 
fubjc^l   was   renewed,  the  reporter 
prefaced  what  he  had  to  offer,  with 
a  folemn  proteft  of  the  committees, 
againll   the  proceedings  of  the  l?.*i 
fitting,    as      having   deftroyed    all 
means  of  force   and  energy  in  the 
executive  power,  and  they  accord- 
ingly exonerated   themfelves  of  all 
refponnbility  for  the  confequences. 
When  the  fituation  of  the  royal 
family  came  to  be  confidered,   M. 
Goupil    tiiought  that   all  members 
of  it  ihould  be  diilinguilhed  by  the 
title  of  French  princes,  and  be  pre- 
cluded from  exercifmg  the  ordinary 
rights   of  citizens.     The  duke   of 
Orleans  inilantly  ftarced  up,  to  put 
the  previous  queltion.     M.  Charles 
Lameth  attempting  in  part  to  defend 
M.  Goupil,  was  defired  to  anfwer 
himfelf,  as  he  had  once  before  an- 
fwered  Mirabeau  on  the  fame  fub- 
ject,  whereupon  M.  A.  Lameth  in- 
lerpofing,  faid,  that  by  common  con- 
fent  the  title  of  prince  could  not 
be    conferred  on   any  perfon,  and 
therefore  that  it  was  unneceffary  to 
fend  it  to  a  vote.     The  latter  pro- 
pofition,  however,  v.'as  referred  to 
the  committees,  and  a  compromife 
ultimately  admitted.     The  title  of 
French  prince  too,  notwithllanding 
an    oftentatious  refinance    by    tiie 
duke  of  Orleans,  was  allowed,  and 
ordered  to  be  uied  after  the  chrif- 
tian  name,  without  any  other  ad- 
dition *.       • 


There  was  no  further  oppofition 
till   the    queftion  was    put  on    the 
tenth  article  of  the  fedion,  relative 
to  the  connexion  of  the  legiilative 
body  with  the  king.     It  was  pro- 
pofed,  th;:t  the  minifters  fhould  have 
a  diftinguifhed  place  in  the  legifla- 
tive   affembly,   and   be  allowed  to 
fpeak  whenever  they   pleafed,    as 
well  as  when  any  explanation  might 
be  required  of  them.    Roberfpierre 
immediately  attacked  this  arrange- 
ment, as  contrary  to  a  fundamental 
principle  of  their  con'litution,  which 
ieparated  all  the  powers  of  the  ftate 
into  the  legiflative,  executive,  and 
judicial.     The  propofed  article  he 
infilled  had  a  tendency  to  confound 
the  two  former.  A  compromife  was 
fuggelled  byM.Barrere,  allowing 
the  minifters  only  to  fpeak  whea 
required  fo  to  do,  or  up.m  the  bu- 
finefs  of  their  own   feveral  depart- 
ments.    On    M.  Chapelier  endea- 
vouring to  fupport  the  original  mo- 
tion, M.  Lanjuinais  expreffed    his 
aflonifhment,  that  fuch  a  proportion 
fhould    come    from  the  very    men 
who  had  fo  vehemently  oppofed  it, 
when  brought  forward   by   Mira- 
beau.    After  a  warm  altercation,  in 
which  the  Englilli  parliament  was 
treated    with    much   difrefpei^    on 
both  fides,  M.  C.  Lameth  found  it 
prudent  to  be  himfelf  the  author  of 
an  amendment  fimilar  to  that  which 
had  been  thrown  out  byBarrere; 
and  it  was  carried  without  a  divifion. 
The  remainder  of  the    .  ^ 

code  having  been  quietly  "  ■=* 
approved,  an  interval  of  fix  days 
was  occupied  by  the  committees  in 
digcfting.  and  drawing  up  feveral 
articles  v.hich  had  been  poftponed. 
The   debates   were   then    refumed 


*  The  interpolations  made  on  the  revifion  fill  half  the  feilion.     See  Ann.  Reg. 
vol,  33.  State  Papers,  page  163, 

[  M  ]  2  with 
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with  equal  eagernefs  and  heat,  but  eflence  of  a  parliament   till  therd 

nothing  palTed  defer v'ing  of  parti-  was  a  king  at  their  head.    The  fun- 

.  cular  notice  till  tlie  afTem-  damental  principle  in  ]M.  Fetion's 

*=>'    ^'  bly  enteredon  tht-ir  great,  project  was,  that  no  conftitution  or 

their    final,     and    moil    important  laws  ought  to  extend   beyond  one 

quelHon:  What    right  of  altering  generation,  and  therefore  he  would 

this  ccn'litution  fliould  be  recog-  have  had  a  convention  meet  every 

nifed  in  die  people  at  large?    Af-  twenty  years,  e.xcept  the  firil,  which 

ter  placing  the  whole   foverelgnty  was  to  fit  in  the  commencement  of 

in  the   bulk   of  the  people,  it  was  the  next  century,    the  epoch  pre- 

difficult  for  the  majority  to    recede  ferred  in  a  plan  of  the  committees 

from  their   former  profeffions,  and  for  holding  an  affembly  of  revifion. 

yet  they  had  evidently  a  mind  to  Many  other  devices  and  expedients 

fuggelt  that  their  work  was   iinal-  were  propofed  and  reje61ed,  till  at 

terable.     On  the  contrary,  fome  of  length  a  decree  was  palled,  confilt- 

the  remaining  royalills,  and  all  the  ing  of  many  articles,  which  fiiould 

republicans,    from    oppofite   views  be  read  at  full  length  in  the  code 

and  hopes,  wiflied  it  to  be  left  open,  itfelf.     Jt  is  plainly   a  contrivance 

though  in  dilferent  modes,  to  eafy  (inartificial  and  awkward,  as   the 

corredion.     M.    Malouet  led    the  union  of  contradidions  ever    mull 

way.     Among  a  variety  of  articles  be)  to  render  that  which  is  admit- 

defigned  to  put  an  end  to  the  revo-  ted  in  principle,  difficult  and  almoil: 

lution>  and  reilore    peace,  he  pro-  impoflible  in  praftice. 
pofed,thaton  the  fnilof  June  1793,         During  thefe proceedings, feveral 

the  primary  allemblies  Ihould  con-  detached  afts  of  the  afTembly  took 

fider  of  fuch  modifications  as  might  place,  wliich    it  may  be  proper  to 

be  laid  before  them  on  the  part  of  mention.     The    firll    general    law 

the  king,  and  be  confined  finiply  to  againll  emigrants,  palled  the  great 

approving  or   rcjetliling    th(;m  ;  till  feal.     It    had    a    Ihort    preamble, 

which  period   the  conllitution   was  grounding  the  meafure  on  the  par- 

not  to  be  taken  as   definitively  ac-  ticular  circumllances  and  fituation 

cepted.     M.  Petion,   on   the  other  of  the  country;   and    the   penalty 

fide,    caught  up    a  notion   thrown  was  only  a   triple  taxation.     The 

out,  though  difapproved  by  the  re-  national  guard  of  Paris,  was  ella- 

porter,  which  feems  to  have  been  blilhed  and  regulated  by  a  law.    A 

common   in    France,  and  to   have  new   tarif  of  duties,  inwards    and 

been  foundedon  a  falfe  conception  of  outwards,  was  publiihed.  What  was 

our  hiftory.     It  was  fuppofed,  that  called  the  police  of  navigation,  and 

fome  extraordinary  powers  for  mak-  the  ports  of  commerce,  was  fettled ; 

ing   a  conllitution,    were   denoted  and  provifion  was  made  for  the  pay* 

by    the    name    of    a  convention,  mem  of  lome  of- the  king's  debts, 
which  was  given   in  truth  to   that         But  the  moll  ilriking  occurrence, 

grand  council  of  lordb  and  common-  was   the   appearance   of    A-ladame 

ers,  who  condudled  the  fettlcment  Guillin  du    Montet   at  the  bar  of 

of  our    revolution,    only     bccaufe  the  allemblv.      *  She  was  the  vvi- 

they  had  not  the  regular  form  and  dow  of  an  old  oiiicer,  who  having 

*  See  the  ftory  ftiiteil  !n  ber  petition,  read  at  the  h?r  of  the  afl'einbly.  Moniteur, 
Auguft  16th  1751,  and  not*,  ^jage  743,  Augult  13,  Code  Naticnaie. 

attained 
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attained  the  rank  of  brigadier 
in  the  fervice,  and  been  go- 
vernor of  Senegal,  had  retired, 
covered  with  honourable  fears,  to 
his  feat  near  Lyons.  Though 
he  had  enjoyed  the  efteem  of 
his  countrymen  previous  to  the 
revolution,  and  led  a  domeftic  life 
aniidil  his  own  family,  he  now  be- 
came fufpecled.  His  houle  was 
frequently  fearched,  but  nothing 
■was  found,  except  his  innocence. 
His  brother,  M.  Guiliin  de  Pouge- 
lon,  an  old  man  of  fixty-eight  vears 
of  age,  had  been  languifiiing  eight 
months  in  prifon,  on  a  charge, 
which  afcerwards  appeared  to  be 
groundlefs,  ot  being  engaged  in  a 
plot  againft  the  revolution ;  and 
diftraded  with  his  lofs,  his  daughter 
in-law, after  bathing  her  infant  with 
her  tears,  precipitated  herfclf  from 
a  window  ,  and  was  dallied  in  pieces. 
His  family,  however,  found  an  afy- 
lum  in  the  houle  of  M.  Guiliin  du 
Montet ;  but  it  was  not  long  ca- 
pable of  affording  protedion  to 
them,  or  to  its  unfortunate  mafter. 
In  June,  the  municipal  officers,  ac- 
companied by  three  hundred  na- 
tional guards,  came  under  a  pretence 
of  fearching  for  arms.  Jn  vain  he 
aflted  for  their  authority,  and  ap- 
pealed to  the  law.  While  he  was 
difputing  with  the  municipal  offi- 
cers, cries  and  fhouts  were  heard 
at  a  diilance,  alarm-bells  founded, 
and  the  inhabitants  of  the  neigh- 
bouring pariihes  flocked  around, 
demanding  his  head.  His  fervants 
favcd  themlelves  bv  flight ;  without 
attempting  the  life  of  any  one  of  the 
aflailants,  he  concealed  himfelf  at 
the  inrtance  of  his  wife  ;  in  fpite  of 
her  fupplications  and  tears,  the 
^oors  were  forced  open,  the  furni- 
ture broken,  and  the  houfe  fet  on 


fire.  She  prefentcd  herfelf  before 
the  ruffians,  with  her  two  infants  in 
her  arms,  to  move  their  compafliou 
towards  her  unhappy  hufband,  but 
neither  her  fex,  nor  their  tender 
age  was  regarded.  She  was  re- 
ceived with  blows,  and  infults. 
Driven  at  laft  from  his  retreat  by 
the  flames,  M.  du  Montet  efcaped 
only  from  one  terrible  death,  to 
meet  another  more  cruel.  He  was 
literally  hacked  in  pieces  alive.  He 
fell  :  he  turned  his  dying  eyes  on 
his  wife,  and  with  his  lall  breath 
bade  her  adieu.  His  head  was  cut 
off,  and,  with  his  bleeding  limbs, 
carried  as  atrophy  round  the  neigh- 
bouring villages.  The  reft  of  the 
afl"affins  quarrelled  tor  his  mangled 
trunk,  and  I'mearing  their  hands 
and  faces  with  his  gore,  exhibited 
thcmfelves  in  that  hideous  guife  to 
the  populace.  They  roafted  and  were 
devouring  his  flelh,  when  they  were 
diihirbed  by  the  troops  of  the  po- 
lice at  their  abominable  repau.  By 
tl\e  murder  of  her  hulband,  Madame 
du  Montet  and  her  children  loll 
annuities  on  his  life  to  the  amount 
of  more  than  eleven  hundred  pounds 
a  year  ;  and  by  the  deflrudion  of 
the  houfe  and  elFefts,  upwards  of 
twelve  thoufand  pounds  more.  They 
weredeftitute,  and,  by  the  imprifon- 
ment  of  M.  Guiliin  de  Pougelon 
left  without  a  protedor. 

Madame  du  Montet  addrefTcd 
herfelf  to  the  affembly  with  a  grace 
and  dignity  which  made  a  powerful 
impreffion  in  her  favour.  She  de- 
flred  the  liberty  of  M.  de  Pougelon, 
the  guardian  of  her  children,  and 
an  indemnification,  which  but  for 
thofe  children  fhe  would  have  dil- 
dained.  The  recital  of  her  afhidt- 
ing  ftory  fhc  declared  herfelf  un- 
able to  fupport,  and  delivered  it 
[M]  3  therefore 
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"  your  regrets  ;  at  the  fight  of  your 
"  tears  it  feels  itfelf  moved,  and  pays 
"  with  fatisfaftton  a  tribute  to  na- 
"  tuie,in  receiving  with  tendernefs, 
*'  and  hearing  withintereft,  the  ac- 
"  cents  of  virtue  in  diilrefs." 

After  the  petition  had  been  read, 
a  motion  was  maae  for  the  imme- 
diate releafe  of  M.  de  Pougelon, 
or  an  immediate  report  of  the  evi- 
dence in  his  favour.  A  fecond 
member,  inftanced  an  interference 
of  the  ad'emMv  to  enlarge  a  conflitu- 


therefore  in  the  form  of  a  petition, 
requePting  that  it  might  be  read 
after  her  departure  by  the  fecre- 
tary. 

Theprefident.M.  Viftor  Broglie, 
told  her  in  anfwer,  that  amidft  the 
flattering  marks  of  approbation 
which  had  encouraged  the  aflembly 
in  its  indefatigable  labours,  it  could 
not  diifemble  to  itfelf,  that  fome 
private  misfortunes  had  tarnilhed 
the  luflre  of  the  revolution.  Thele 
difafters,  he  iaid,   had  afilifted  all 

good  citizens;  they  had  ferved  as  tionalpriell  u  ho  was  underarrell:  on 
sn  excufe  for  the  ellrangcment  a  crinunal  charge,  by  the  decree  of 
ihown  by  men  of  peaceable  difpo-  a  court  of  julHcc,  while  there  was 
fitioiis,  from  any  change  of  that  'no  regular  charge  againft  M.  de 
government  which  was  profcribed  Pougelon.  Other  members  made 
by  reafon,  and  the  enlightened  wif-  other  propofitions,  and  at  length  the 
dom  of  this  age;  but  *  under  ^hich  aflembly  referred  the  whole  matter 
Itjcy  at  leaji  Ja-iv  proteciioti  gi^^en  to  to,  the  corrimiitee  of  penfions,  and 
the  jleep  of  Ja-very.  After  men-  committee  of  reports.  There  does 
tioning  the  horror  of  the  nation  and  not  appear  to  have  been  a  fingle 
the  afiembly  at  the  ravages  which  word  about  vindicating  the  honour 
bad  been  committed,  and  the  ftrong  of  the  country,  by  the  public  prn- 
defire  of  the  latter  to  efFeft,  without  fecution  and  punifhment  of  the 
any  convulfions,  the  paffage  from  monfiers  who  had  fo  difgraced  it ; 
a  Hate  wherein  the  mildnefs  of  nor  does  even  the  reference  to  the 
manners  mitigated  the  influence  of  committee  appear  to  have  procured 
deiporifm,  to  a  ftate  wherein  it  to  the  fuiferers  any  alleviation  of  a 
might  hope  to  fee  manners  carried  lofs  fo  much  beyond  all  pecuniary 
to  their  perfcdlion  by  the  effeft  of     coiupenfation. 

a     free   conftitution,    he'  pred:6>ed  A    mutiny    which  had   recently 

the  accomplilliment  of  that  hope,  taken  place  in  feveral  regiments, 
"  Yet,"  continued  he,  addreffing  both  of  cavalry  and  infantry,  now 
Madame  Guillin,  "the  cer:ainty  convinced  the  aifembly  of  their  im- 
*'  of  feeing  its  wifhes  one  day  ful-  policv  in  encouraging  the  foldiers 
•*  filled,  dees  not  render  it  infen-  to  frequent  the  clubs.  Ontherepre- 
"  fible  to  your  forrow.  May  this  fentation'of  M.  Duportail,  who  had 
"  affurance  be  a  confolation  to  your  obtained  th.at  decree,  the  focieties 
*'  fufferings !  Yes,  the  aflembly  fhares     who  had  mixed  at  all  in  the  military 

*  The  p.i{L;ge  which  is  here  printed  in  Italic,  is  to  he  frund  in  the  Moniteur,  in 
which  the  prelicient's  anl'wer  is  plainly  inierted  from  authority ;  hut  in  the  Code 
Nafionaleit  is  fuppiefled,  and  the  better  to  dilguife  the  omiflion,  what  immediately 
follows  is  thrown  into  the  fame  paragraph,  inllead  of  being  divided,  as  in  the 
Moniteur.  There  are  fimilar  inftances  in  longer  fpeeches,  where  little  efcapes  of 
the  fame  kind,  which  have  been  afteiAvards  found  to  admit  too  much,  have  been 
reformed  in  the  fame  manner, 

admit 
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•idminillration,  were  direSed  to  be 
puniihed  according  to  law.  Nor 
many  days  after,  M.  Duport  Du- 
tertre,  keeper  of  the  feals,  found 
himfelf  compelled  with  regret,  as 
he  iaid,  to  denounce  the  focietics  of 
the  friends  of  the  conftitution,  who 
were  every  day  forfeiting  that  title 
by  attacking  that  which  they  pro- 
felfcd  to  defend.  They  had  com- 
initted  afts  of  arbitrary  power,  which 
he  declared  would  have  frightened 
the  ancient  defpotifm.  He  was  fup- 
ported  by  M.  de  Leflart,  miniller 
ot  the  home  department,  who  tefti- 
iied  the  very  frequent  complaints 
which  he  had  received  againft  the 
clubs  from  the  adminirtraiive  bo- 
dies. He  produced  alio  a  letter 
from  the  bailly  of  Laufanne,  to  the 
municipal  officers  of  Dijon,  com- 
plaining of  the  libels  circulated  by 
the  jacobin  club  of  the  latter  city, 
to  excite  infurredions  in  the  Swifs 
Cantons.  To  crown  the  Vv'hcle,  M. 
Vieillard  flated  from  the  committee 
of  reports,  that  many  limilar  re- 
prefentations  had  been  made  to 
tiiem,  but  he  was  willing  to  confider 
the  focieties  as  led  aftray  by  pa- 
triotifm.  He  brought  however  a 
formal  accufation  againft  M.  Fau- 
chet,  the  new  biihop  of  Calvados, 
and  one  of  his  grand  vicars,  for 
agitating  and  inflaming  the  clubs 
of  Caen  and  Bayeux,  and  preaching 
fyilematic  anarchy  from  the  pulpit. 
The  aiTcmbly  ordered  a  report  on 
their  conduct,  but  rejected  the  mo- 
tion of  M.  Joubert,  the  new  biihop 
of  the  Lower  Charente,  to  take  them 
botli  into  cuftody. 

When  the  code  of  the  conftitution 

ScD'   2d    ^^^^  fettled  in  the  details, 

*       '  before  it  was  finally  read 

and  palled,  a   mode  of  acceptance 


by  the  king  was  decreed.  He  was 
to  give  What  orders  he  pleafed  for 
his  guard,  and  the  dignity  of  his  per- 
fon,  and  if  he  fhould  agree  to  adept 
it,  then  he  was  further  to  appoint 
the  day  and  the  ceremonial  for  the 
folemn  occafion.  Two  days  after 
it  was  prefented  to  him  by  a  de- 
putation of  fixty  members,  who  pro- 
ceeded in  great  pomp  to  tKe  palace, 
and,  to  give  it  the  greater  efFed,  by 
torch-light,  cfcorted  by  a  nume- 
rous detachment  of  the  national 
guards,  and  attended  bv  the  ap- 
plaufes  and  fhouts  of  a  vaft  multi- 
tude, hired  as  ufual  for  the  purpofe. 
The  royal  prifoner,  to  whom  thev 
brought  th«firft  femblance  of  liberty, 
returned  them  a  favourable  anfwer, 
promiied  to  fignify  his  ultimate  de- 
termination as  Ihortly  as  poflible,  and 
declared  that  he  did  not  mean  to 
leave  Paris,  and  would  ifTue  the 
orders  which  he  thought  expedient 
for  his  guard  to  the  commander  in 
chief. 

In  the  mean  tim.e,  the  minority 
in  the  allembly  were  not  wanting 
to  themfelves  and  to  their  country. 
When  the  king  was  brought  back 
a  prifoner  on  the  29th  of  June,  two 
hundred  and  ninety  of  them  pub- 
liflied  a  fpirited  declaration,  *  ex- 
culpating themfelves  for  continuing 
there,  and  avowing  tlieir  refolu- 
tion  to  take  no  ihare  in  any  bufi- 
nefs,  but  to  watch  over  the  fafety 
of  the  monarch  and  the  monarchy. 
On  the  order  of  the  day  being  read, 
for  beginning  the  revifion  of  the 
conlUiution,  on  the  8thof  Auguft, 
they  rofe,  and  afferted  their  adher- 
ence to  all  their  former  declara- 
tions on  the  fubjcft,  but  no  mention 
was  made  of  it  in  the  journals  of 
the    affembly ;     they     thought    it 


*  Ann.  Reg.  vol.  33,  State  Papers,  page  138* 
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therefore  incumbent  upon  th(-m 
now  to  print  it,  with  i\v:iv  lignatures, 
to  the  number  of  24.0,  at  the  heart 
of  whua  flood  the  name  of  the 
cardinal  de  la  Rochefoucauld,  it 
was  preceded  by  another  much 
longer  and  highlv  eloquent  proiel:-)-. 


manners,  morals,  all  provernment, 
all  religion.  It  affirms  and  deve- 
lopes  the  invalidity  of  all  •..at  had 
been  done,  from  the  want  of  free 
will,  and  free  aftion  in  the  king, 
the  aflemb!y,  and  the  nation  itfelf. 
Then  follows   a  fublime  perfonifi- 


figneJ  by  iVI.  d'Spremefail,  and  192     cation   of  France,   demanding    aii 

other,  cliiefly  noble,  deputies.  This  r    .1    r       1  «      i_j 

fees  out  wici"!  exponng  the  uiurpatio:! 

of  the  ailembly.     '•'  A  fet  of  men," 

it  obferves,    "  called  by   the  king, 

•'  and  deputed  by  the  baillages  to  ;he 

*'  fta'.es  general,  had  dfcl.ired  them- 

«*  felves   faptfior  to   th'-   baillages 

"  and     to    the     kin^ :    vvith   tiieir 


iccount  of  thofe  whom  fhe  had 
chofen  to  labour  in  the  reftoration 
of  tie  finances,  to  fecure  perfonal  li- 
berty, to  defend  property,  to  protedl 
the  itate  of  all  ranks,  and  to  concur 
with  the  king  in  the  re-eftablifh- 
ment  of  the  conftitution;  recapi- 
tulating   clofely  and   forcibly,  the 


*'  inperatlve    inllrudions    in    their  general    devallation    of  all ;    and 

«'  hand.^.    inltrudions     which    they  aiking,  who    fhal!  reftore  her  opu- 

*'  had    iworn  to  execute,  thev  pro-  lence,  when  her  commerce  ha?  been 

"  chimed  themfelves  a  conllituent  annihilated,   civil    war  kindled   in 

<'  ailembly.     They   prohibited  the  her   colonies,  and  the  precious  me- 

*'  provinces,    their  natural  judges,  tals  vanifhed ;  who  (hall  reftore  her 

f  from  meeting.     Tiicy  faid  to  the  internal  tranquillity,  when  difcord 

*•  king,  you  aie  no  longer  he  who  and  diftruft  have  be''n  every  where 

"  could  call  us  together  or  diflblve  fown,   thoufands   of  citizens    maf- 

•♦  us.     They  i;iid   to  the  baillages,  facred,     properly    plundered     and 

"  you   are   no   Ic  :ger   our  confti-  wafted,  and   houfes  burnt  with  an 

*«  tuencs,  yo«  are  nothing,  you  have  impunity  that  ipcreafed  the  cata- 
"  no  exigence  :  they  created  the  de-  iogue  of  crimes,  in  the  miill  of 
*'  partments,  and  iaid  to  them,  we  troubles  that  had  been  called  a 
"  reguLite  all  your  p.jwers;  we  happy  regeneration ;  and  who  (hall 
f  give  vou  even  that  of  being  our  reltore  her  external  fafety  in  a 
"  conllituents,  but  that  fhall  not  moment  when  ihe  had  neither  army 
"  hinder  us  from  being  your  nor  navy,  while  the  furrounding 
*' judges!  By  means  of  infurreftions  powers  vvho  had  been  her  allies, 
*'  which  they  called  the  difcharge  were  juftly  exafperated  againft  her. 
"  oi  ihcmcji /acred  of  duties, \ii\ty  ?ir-     "  Wlien    Fra.nce     (continues    the 


**  rogated  to  themfclves  a  new  and 
**  i  idependent  miffion."  It  then 
proceeds  v^ith  equal  animation  to 
ftatc"  t."ie  refult  of  all  tho  meafures 
taken  to  the  injury  and  the  ruin  of 
the  monarchy,  the  churc.i. '>f  aU  tiie 
higher  orders  and  conditions  of 
fociety,    every    kind    of  property. 


proteft)  (ball  make  thefe  terrible 

"  words   refound  from  one  extre- 

"  mity    of    the  kingdom    to  the 

"  other;  let  them  whofe  opinions 

"  and    whofe    afts  we  have  ever 

V  combated,  prepare  their  anfwer. 

"  Our'.';  will  be  fimple.     Reproach 

"  not  us  with  thele  calamities ;  far 


f  Declr.ration   d'une  Partie  des  Deputes  aux  Etats  Generaux,  touchant  I'Aflc 
Ccnltitutionr.el  .S:  i'£cat  du  Royatime,  without  any  title  page,  dated  31ft  Auguft. 
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f«  from  being  the  aiuhois  ofthem, 
f  we  are  the  firll  victims.  But  we 
^'  have  fulfilled  every  duty,  fmce 
^'  we  have  never  fwervcd  from  our 
*'  fidelity  to  God,  to  tV-  king,  to 
"  the  inftrudlions  which  ".ere  the 
"  foundation  and  the  rule  of  our 
"  power."  The  whole  concludes 
by  excepting,  in  a  dignified  ilyle, 
to  the  conlHtutional  aft  decreed  by 
the  majority,  as  being  dgllruillive 
of  all  thofe  authorities  which  it 
ought  not  only  to  refped,  but  to 
Itrengthen ;  thofe  of  the  church, 
of  the  king,  and  of  the  nation;  as 
well  as  againrt  all  the  other  decrees 
of  the  fame  majority,  as  being  for 
the  moll  part  fupremely  unjull, 
and  altogether  eflentially  null  and 
void.  I'his  was  fhortly  after  fuc- 
ceeded  by  a  public  addrefs  *  from 
139  of  the  clergy  in  the  afl'embly 
to  their  conilituents  ;  at  the  head 
of  the  lift  itood  the  cardinal  Roche- 
foucauld, who  with  many  others 
had  not  figned  the  proteft  juft  men- 
tioned. The  addrefs  is  a  ir. ore 
temperate  but  not  lefs  able  compo- 
fition.  It  touches  on  nearly  the 
fame  topics,  but  in  a  more  rea- 
foned  manner,  better  fuited  to  the 
chi.rader  of  that  body  from  which  it 
came.  •'  The  bafisof  a  good  go\  ern- 
*>  ment,"  it  is  faid  '*  is  public  li- 
**  berty.  There  is  an  end  of  liberty, 
*:'  if  the  fame  aflembly  J.^ates  the 
*'  laws,  direds  or  deftroys  all  the 
f»  powers  of  the  Hate,  eilablilhes  the 
"  imports,  employs  the  revenues, 
"  and  difpofes  of  tiie  .^r.ned  force 
(*  of  the  whole  reaini.  It  is  the 
"  caufe  of  the  people  .ts  well  as 
"  that  of  the  king  :  and  it  is  a 
*'  remark  which  may  be  made  on 
**  the  hiflory  of  France,  that  the 
?'  people  and  the  kings  have  always 


"  united  againft  every  authority 
"  that  wifned  toraifeitfelf  on  the 
"  ruins  of  monarchy  and  of  liberty. 
"  Thi"  peaceable  bu t  cor.ftant  union, 
"  the  cffedts  of  which  were  flill 
"  more  furc  in  peace,  eftablifhed 
"  under  Charlemagne,  and  renewed 
«  by  St.  Lewis,  "fee.mcd  likely  to 
"  become  everlailing  by  the  re- 
"  union  of  the  three  orders  in  the 
'♦  iL.tes.geiieral.  One  fole  afTem- 
"  bly^  has  delUoyed  r.11  the  bonds 
"  which  held  'together  kings, 
"  clergy,  nobility,  and  the  great 
"  body  of  the  nation."  "  By  the 
"  new  conftitution,''  it  is  after- 
wards obferved,  "  a  legifiature  nad 
"  been  ertablifhed  on  the  principles 
"  of  democracy  with  relation  to  the 
'*  king,  but  which  formed  themoU 
"  domineering  or  arillocracies  with 
"  relation  to  the  people.  The 
"  king  and  the  peojJe  were  no- 
«  thing.".  Thefe  pafikges,  and 
there  are  many  more  of  a  fir;i:Jar  ten- 
dency, feem;  d  to  fpeak  fentiments 
and  intentions  in  thofe  unfortunate 
mrn  who  have  fince  been  murdered 
or  exiled,  very  diiTerent  from  every- 
thing which  their  enemies  and  per- 
fecutors  have  attributed  to  them: 
they  feem  to  fhcw  much  fober 
and  enlightened  wifdom. 

The  eyes  _  of  the  whole  kingdom 
and  of  foreign  nations  were  now 
turned  upon  Louis  XVL  Many 
IH'I  believed  that  he  would  not  ac- 
cept .iconftitucion,  with  the  defects 
of  which  he  had  already  fliown 
himfelf  fo  intimately  acquainted, 
thougji  iome  things  had  been 
fligiitly  improved,  and  others  left 
open  to  re  confidcration.  But  his 
natural  charader,  his  ruling  wiih 
to  make  his  people  happy  in  their 
own  mode,  his  love  of  his  family 
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in  preference  to  himfelf,  and  the 
intrigues  and  promiTes  of  thofe  \vho 
governed  his  miniller.s,  the  natiorxal 
airembly,  moft  of  the  aepartment? , 
and  adminillrative  bodies,  the  mu- 
nicipality and  army  of  Paris,  and 
«3ivided  the  affections  of  the  mul- 
titude, prevailed  over  his  own  de- 
liberate judgment,  of  which  he 
always  had  too  much  diffidence. 
Three  forms  of  a  letter  to  notify  his 
acceptance,  are  reported  to  have 
been  fubmitted  to  him.  He  *  chofe 
one,  which  is  generally  underftood 
to  have  been  the  work  of  M.  Thou- 
ret.  It  is  written  with  much  abi- 
livy,  for  the  purpofe  of  reconciling 
the  king's  former  objeftions  at  the 
time  ni  his  flight,  with  his  acqui- 
cfcence  in  the  code,  as  it  had  been 
modified  in  the  revifion.  It  avows 
in  his  name,  that  he  did  not  perceive 
in  the  means  of  execution  and  ad- 
jniniilration,  all  the  energy  necei- 
iary  to  give  motion,  and  preferve 
unity  in  all  the  pai  ts  of  fo  vail  an 
empire;  but  he  confents  to  leave 
that  objeaion  to  the  teft  of  fair 
experience,  and  the  remedies  pro- 
vided by  the  conftitRtion  itfelf.  He 
recommends  refpeft  for  the  laws, 
tlie  re-ellablilhment  of  order,  and 
the  re-union  of  all  citizens  in  a 
general  oblivion  of  the  paft. 

When  the  letter  was  received  by 
the  aflembly,  M.  la 
Sept.  13.  Payette  immediately 
moved  the  liberation  of  all  thofe 
who  had  been  confined  for  afiifting 
the  king's  efcape,  and  that  the 
committee  of  the  conftitctiou  iliould 
propofe  the  next  day  a  decree  of 
general  atnnefty.  This  vote  was 
iremediateiy  difpatched  to  the  king, 
who  received  it  with  cordial  fatis- 
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fatftion  f  :  he  added,  with  reference 
to  another  decree  of  that  morning* 
by  which  he  and  the  Dauphin  alone 
were  permitted  to  wear  the  blue 
ribbon,  that  he  had  never  fet  any 
other  value  on  that  decoraiion, 
than  as  he  had  the  power  to  com- 
municate it;  he  Ihould  therefore  lay 
it  afide,  and  requeued  that  the 
aflembly  might  be  informed  of  his 
rei'olution. 

"^I'he  next  day  he  went  down  to 
the  affembly,  at  the  hour  which  he 
had  appointed,  amid  ft  the  roar  of 
cannon,  and  the  fliouts  of  the 
people.  When  he  entered  the 
hall,  there  was  a  profound  filence. 
He  advanced  to  the  chair  of  Itate 
which  had  been  placed  for  him,  and 
began  fpeaking  as  he  ftood,  to  the 
affembly,  which  was  alfo  Handing. 
The  prcfident  fat  down,  and  all  the 
members  followed  his  example. 
'i'hc  king  perceived  it,  and  hallened 
to  take  his  feat  alio.  He  threw 
his  eyes  round  the  affembly,  with 
a  calm  fteadinefs  of  countenance, 
and  went  on  with  his  difcourfe. 
Jl  fhortly  and  plainly  exprelfed  his 
fclemn  acceptance  of  the  conlH- 
tution,  and  his  oath  to  execute  it 
faithfully,  with  a  wifh  for  the  re- 
ellabliihment  of  peace  and  union, 
the  happinefs  of  the  people,  and 
profperity  of  the  empire.  The 
ancient  acclamations  of  loyaltv  long 
forgotten  were  now  again  heard. 
The  keeper  of  the  feals,  now  called 
miniiter  of  julHce,  put  the  code 
into  the  king's  hands,  wha  figned 
it,  and  delivered  it  back  again,  w  ith 
a  repetition  of  his  acceptance,  and 
engagement  for  the  execution  of  it. 
Tiio  miniiter  counterfigned  it,  and 
vcturned  it  to  the  prefident  to  be 


*  See  it  at  length  in  the  Ann.  Reg.  vol.  35,  State  Papers,  pnge  *  141. 
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depofited  among  the  archives.  The 
prefident  then  addrefied  the  king 
in  a  fpeech,  which  of  courfe  mag- 
nified the  labours  of  the'aiTembly, 
aflerted  the  general  conlent,  and 
predicted  from  that  period  a  gold- 
en age  of  happinefs  and  glorv  to 
the  people  and  ihe  king.  While 
the  prefident  was  fpeaking,a  fcreen 
unfolded,  and  difcovered  the  queen 
holding  the  dauphin  in  her  hand. 
New  applaufes  and  acclamations 
refounded,  and  interrupted  the 
fpeaker.  When  he  had  done,  on  the 
king's  rifmg,  the  whole  aflembly 
rofe  with  him  and  attended  him 
to  the  Thuilleries,  with  redoubled 
demonftrations  of  joy  and  triumph. 

The  affembly  then  pafled  the 
amnefty  which  had  b?en  promifed, 
for  all  crimes  arifing  out  of  the 
revolution,  and  for  all  military 
offences  fubfequent  to  the  firft  of 
June  1789.  They  alfo  added  a 
claufe  to  repeal  the  late  penalties 
impofcd  upon  the  emigrants,  de- 
daring,  in  very  remarkable  words, 
that  "  in  conformity  with  the  con- 
♦'  flitution,  there  fliall  never  more 
*'  be  any  obilacle  given  to  the  right 
"  of  every  French  citi/en  to  travel 
*'  freely  within  the  kingdom,  and  to 
<«  pafs  out  atpleafure." 

The  fame  day  they  prefented  the 
king  with  a  new  territory,  in 
return  for  his  acceptance  of  their 
conllitution.  The  qucillon  refpeft- 
ing  the  union  of  Avignon  with 
France,  has  already  *  been  men- 
tioned. It  having  been  then  car- 
ried in  the  negative ;  three  com- 
mifTioners  however,  M.  M.  Scene- 
Defmaifons,  Abbe  Mulot,  and 
Verninac  Saint-Maure,  had  been 
knt,  under  a  decree  of  the  25  th 


of  May,  as  mediators  to  appeafe 
the  troubles  fomented  by  the 
French  themfelves  in  that  diiirafted 
country,  and  put  an  end  to  the 
adtual  war  then  raging  between 
the  revolutionifls  of  Avignon,  and 
the  inhabitants  of  Carpentras,  which 
was  the  principal  town  of  the  Comtat 
\'enaifiin,  an  adjacent  diftrift  be- 
longing to  the  Pope.  M.  Scene- 
Defmaifons  gave  his  account  of 
their  proceedings  to  the  aiTembly 
on  the  tenth  of  September,  pro- 
fefTing  to  explain  faithfully  the 
rights  and  the  mifconduft  of  all 
parties.  Without  entering  into 
any  examination  of  ancient  titles,  he 
pronounced  the  revolution  efFeded 
in  Avignon  and  the  Comtat  Ve- 
naiflin,  to  have  been  the  natural 
and  inevitable  confequence  of  that 
in  France,  or  rather  the  fame 
thing.  The  territory  he  confidered 
as  a  natural  portion  of  the  French 
territory,  which  had  been  feparated 
by  ignorance,  fuperltition,  and 
weaknefs.  He  Ihortly  traced  the 
various  fcenes  of  confufion  and 
bloodlhed  from  the  end  of  Auguft 
1790,  the  period  of  the  firft  in i\ir- 
rciftion  at  Avignon,  down  to  the 
arrival  of  himfelf  and  his  col- 
leagues. He  then  proceeded  to 
fcate  his  exacution  of  the  particular 
charge  allotted  to  him  under  his 
miflion.  The  fidelity  of  this  nar- 
rative will  be  feen  from  the  cir- 
cumftance,  that  he  openly  defended 
the  charafter  of  the  well  knowa 
Jourdan,  the  headfman  f.  M. 
Scene-Defmaifons  exprefling  great 
indignation  at  the  calumnies  of  a 
profiigate  and  corrupt  people,  ex- 
plained the  whole  ftory,  from  Jour- 
dan's   own  word,  to   have  had  no 
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oU)er  foundation,   than  that  one  of  principal  heads:   Whether  the  widi 

the  national  guards,  in  the  iliocking  for  an   union,  which  the  commif- 

fcenesof  Oftober  I7&9,at  Veifailles,  fioners    had    obtained     from     that 

had    borrowed   his   fabre,  and   re-  country,  had  been  exprelled  freely, 

turnino-   it  all    ftained  with   bl'ocd,  folemnly,  and  in  a  legal  manner; 

had  told  him  that  it  was  the  blood  vhether    it    was    the    interell    of 

of  one   of  the  viflims  of  that  day.  France     to     accept     that    union; 

Jourdan  himfelf  he   defcribed  as  a  whether     foreign     nations    would 

coarfe  man,  of  complexiov  al  cou-  calmly   look    on  ;   and  whether    it 

rage   and  rulgar  language,  whofe  was  theintereftof  the  twoftates  to  be 

charader,  was  lenfibility  rather  than  united  to  France  i   The  folution  of 

ferocity.     Yet  however  partial  to  thefe  points  led  to  the  propofition 

the  imitators   of  the  French  revo-  of  a  decree   for  the  union.     When 

lution     ^t   Avignon,  the  ccmmif-  it  was  taken  into  confideration,  on 

fioner    could  not  avoid  many  ad  the   14th  of  September,   M.  Cler- 

rniffions  of  the  graveft  kind  againll  mont-Tonnere    endeavoured    once 

that  faftion,  efpecially  with  regard  more  to  fupport  his  opinions,  but 

to   the  early  tranfadlions,  in  which  he  was  not  heard.     The  vote  was 

he  was  not  implicated.     M.  Saint-  pafled,  amidfi   the  tumultuous  ap- 

Maure     followed,   with   a    report  probation  of  the  galleries,  and  the 

upon  a  nev^- diilurbance  at  Avignon,  crowd     without    caught     the    cry, 

iu  the  latter  end  of  Auguft,  when  M.  "  Avignon    is  oiir's,    Avjgnon    is 

deScene-Dermaironswasnotprefent.  "  our's." 

He  hinted  an  opinion  on  the  necef-  A  fupplement  to  the  conftitu- 
£ty  of  taking  Avignon  and  the  Com-  tional  code  was  foon  after  decreed, 
tat  to  themfelves,  becaufe  they  were  It  related  to  the  legiflation  of  the 
a  heap  of  combulliblesjoined  to  the  colonies.  The  deputies  from  St. 
French  empire.  The  tranquillity  Domingo  had  prcdidled  great  mif-. 
of  the  fouthern  departments  de-  chiefs  and  diflraflions  in  that  fet- 
pended  on  the  decifion  cfthcaf-  tlement,  from  the  amendment  which 
iiembly.  In  conclufion,  heconfefied  had  been  carried  by  the  demo- 
that  himl'elf  and  his  colleagues  were  cratical  party  in  the  law  of  the 
the  objects  of  what  he  called  calumny  15th  of  May;  and  in  confequence 
and  malevolence,  very  generally  of  its  paffing,  they  had  thought 
amonc"  all  the  better  fort.  The  it  their  duty  to  withdraw  from  the 
commilIioners,he  faid,  were  accufed  aiferrbly.  In  the  month  of  Auguft, 
of  giving  themfelves  up  to  the  repeated  accounts  came  of  thofe 
fpirit  of  party;  but  he  added,  that  prediftions  having  been  too  fa- 
in the  language  of  fome  men,  to  be  tally  verified.  The  decree  was 
of  a  party,  fignified  to  profefs  cer-  cojifidered  by  the  white  inhabitants 

"as  contrary  to  the  engagements 
contained  in  two  former  decrees, 
on  the  8th  of  IVIarch,  and  12th  of 
Oflober,  1790,  by  which  it  was, 
declared  that  the  French  conlli- 
tution     was   not   intended  for  the 


tain  principles,  and  to  love  the 
French  conftitution,  which  every 
one  of  the  three  adored.  Two  days 
after  a  report  was  made  by  M. 
Menou,  from  three  united  com- 
mitteeSj  to  which  the  afiembly  for 
a  fouith  time  had  referred  the 
jTubjeft. 


colonies,  and   that  no  plan  fhould 
It  was  divided  into  four    be  determined  with  refpeiSl  to  them, 

witjtious 
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without  the  previous  knowledge 
of  their  public  .wiihes.  Thole  of 
the  planters  and  proprietors,  who 
favoured  the  revolution,  and  who 
were  much  the  greatell  number, 
began  to  lofe  their  faith  in  the  na- 
tional afTembly,  and  joined  with  the 
oppofite  party,  againll  the  men  of 
colour.  Some  were  fuppofed  in 
their  difgull  to  be  defirous  ofre- 
eilabliiliing  the  ancient  govern- 
ment ;  feme  of  following  the 
example  of  the  American  dates ;  and 
others,  of  putting  thenifeives  di- 
rectly under  the  protection  of  this 
country.  The  mulattoeson  tJieirfide 
gave  every  poffible  currency  to  thefe 
reports,  in  order  to  prejudice  their 
adverfaries  in  the  opinion  of  the 
mother  country.  They  are  faid 
to  have  fent  over  conliderable  fums 
of  money  for  the  purpofe  of 
purchaiing  or  rewarding  the  fer- 
vices  of  their  partiians  in  France  *. 
They  maintained  a  clofe  corre- 
fpondence  with  Gregoire  and 
others  of  the  fame  faction.  Em- 
boldened by  the  ftrength  which 
thefe  intrigues  gave  their  caufe, 
they  infilled  on  the  pundtual  execu- 
tion of  the  late  decree.  At  length 
they  excited  the  negroes  to  an  open 
revolt,  attended  by  the  molt  af- 
flidting  and  horrible  atrocities.  In 
the  mean  time  the  committees, 
alarmed  by  repeated  difpatches, 
reprefenting  the  dangerous  llate  of 
the  colony,  were  known  to  be  em- 
ployed on  the  revifion  of  the  former 
decree.  The  violent  party  there- 
fore obtained,  about  the  beginning 


of  September,  a  petition  from  the 
jacobin  club  at  Brelt,  in  favour  of 
the  mulattoes  and  negroes.  It  was 
fupported  by  Roberfpierre,  who 
perfonally  attacked  M.  Earnave 
and  the  Lameths.  He  was  loudly 
applauded  by  his  own  fadtion  in. 
the  aflembly,  and  the  galleries.  M. 
Barnave  faid  in  an  Aver,  that  the 
club  of  Breft  had  always  been  a 
principal  fomenter  of  the  diftur- 
bances  in  the  colonies.  He  ob- 
ferved,  that  oppofite  addrefies  front 
Rouen,  Rennes,  and  Honfleur  had 
been  prcfented,  but  were  not  fuf- 
fered  to  be  read ;  and  he  proceeded 
to  glance  at  M.  Briflbt,  as  having 
ftirred  the  queltion  in  the  electoral 
afiembly  of  Paris,  when  M.  Rro- 
derer  cried  out,  that  he  needed  not 
abafe  M.  Briflbt  there,  he  did  it 
fufficiently  every  day  in  the  jour- 
nals. M.  Barnave,  however,  went 
on  ;  afierted  that  the  galleries  had 
been  filled  that  day  with  perfons 
brought  there  to  influence  the 
debate,  and  concluded  by  faying, 
that  he  had  been  a  long  time  obliged 
to  ibuggle  againlt  every  obltacle 
that  could  be  oppoied  by  the  pre- 
judices of  fome,  aad  the  bad  faith 
of  others,  on  a  qujftion,  which,  if 
care  were  not  taken,  v.-ould  end  in 
the  ruin  of  France.  The  com- 
mittees were  of  his  opinion,  and  a 
decree  in  conformity  with  it  was 
finally    adopted.     The  (,  , 

afi-em'bly  referved  to  ^^P^*  ^4-t"' 
their  fucceflbrs  the  entire  right  of 
external  legiilation,  except  in  regai  d 
to  the  provifion-tiade,  which  might 


*  If  the  authority  mentioned  by  M.  Bertrand  Mojcville  can  be  credited,  which  per- 
haps, irom  the  character  ot  theperfoii  piin:ip;(lly  concenied,  cm  only  be  admitted 
with  great  caution,  Briflot,  about  this  period,  or  loon  alter,  received  from  Raimond, 
one  ot  the  mulattoe  agents  in  Paris,  no  Id's  a  liim  than  300,000  livres  j  Condorcet 
150,000;  the  Abbe  Gregoire  80,000;  and  Pction  6o,ooo;  Roberfpierre  alone 
rtfufed  to  accejjt  any  thing.     M.  Mokvilk's  Memoirs,  vol.  a.  page  283. 

be 
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be  opened,  or  otherwife  regulated, 
in  cafes  of  emergency,  by  the  co- 
lonial aflemblies;  but  on  every 
other  quellion  of  commerce  or  de- 
fence, they  could  only  prefent  peti- 
tions and  remonitrances.  The  point 
however  which  had  excited  moftjea- 
loufv,  the  political  condition  of  the 
nuilattoes  and  negroes,  both  flaves 
and  freemen,  was  left  exclufively  to 
the  colonial  afiemblies,  with  the  lanc- 
tion  of  the  king;  while  all  other 
fubjeds  of  internal  repulation  were 
to  bs  under  the  legiflature  of  the 
mother  country,  after  having  heard 
the  reprefentations  of  the  colonies. 
Thefe  articles,  which  contained  an 
exprefs  repeal  of  all  former  laws  to 
the  contrary,  were  made  a  part  of 
the  conftitution,  and  as  fuch  ac- 
cepted by  the  king.  On  the  fame  day 
the  general  amneity,  which  had  been 
paffed  before,  was  extended  to  the 
colonies. 

The  court  and  the  majority  of 
the  national  allembly  feemcd  to  vie 
with  each  other  in  giving  every 
kind  of  artificial  popularity  to  the 
conftitution.  The  king  and  queen 
once  more  ventured  to  ihew  them- 
felves  at  places  of  public  entertain- 
ment, and  were  received  with 
plaudits  by  the  audience.  The 
afTembly  ordered  a  folemn  procla- 
mation of  the  code,  and  pafled  va- 
rious laws  to  provide  for  its  pre- 
fervation,  to  direft  the  ceremonial 
of  its  future  produdion  to  the  fuc- 
ceeding  legiflature,  and  to  guard  it 
with  all  the  impofing  forms  which, 
in  their  eftim.ation,  could  teach  the 
people  to  reverence  what  had  no 
hold  on  their  habitual  affeclions. 
They  were  fenfible,  however,  of  the 
Ihocks  which  it  might  have  to  en- 
counter. Fearful  of  the  efFed  which 
might  be  produced  by  the  decla- 
raiions    and    protefts  of  the    mi- 


nority, they  enafled,  that  all  who 
fhould  fign  any  fuch  paper,  fhculd 
be  incapable  of  holding  any  public 
employ.  pBom  the  opnofite  quarter 
they  entertained  llill  more  ferious 
apprehenfions.  The  jacobin  club 
had  carried  the  elections  of  Paris, 
againft  all  the  intrigues  and  exer- 
tions of  the  Feuillans,  and  at  the 
head  of  the  lift  Hood  Brifibt,  with 
his  confidential  friend  Garan  de 
Coulon.  Indeed  the  credit  of  that 
fociety  was  every  day  increafing, 
and  extending  itfelf  over  the  whole 
kingdom,  while  the  leaders  of  the 
national  aflembly  funk  as  rapidly 
in  the  public  efteem  ;  fo  that  partly 
from  diflatisfaclion  at  their  conduft, 
and  partly  from  a  natural  defire  of 
novelty,  there  was  now  a  general 
wifli  for  the  termination  of  the 
prefent  long-protraded  fefiion.  The 
end  of  the  month  therefore  was 
fixed  for  that  important  epoch.  In 
the  mean  time,  having  run  with 
little  impediment  through  a  great 
variety  of  bufmcfs  that  remained; 
having  finished  what  was  called  the 
organization  of  the  national  guards 
and  the  army  ;  re-modelled  the  re- 
giment of  Sv^^ifs  guards,  and  otlier 
guards  of  the  king;  arranged  the 
police,  the  proceedings  of  criminal 
juftice,  and  the  iiiftitution  of  juriei ; 
fettled  the  code  of  penal  law;  em- 
ployed themfelves  on  that  of  the  lasr 
martial  ;  adopted  a  plan  of  public 
education,  propofed  by  M.  Tclley- 
rand  Perigord;  made  fome  provifion 
for  the  payment  of  the  public  debts ; 
directed  difFerent  iifues  of  large  and 
fmall  aflignats ;  confirmed  and 
granted  many  penfions  ;  appropriat- 
ed a  fura  for  the  fupport  of  the  fine 
arts;  and  charged  the  king,  in  a 
{fecial  manner,  on  t'ue  recommen- 
dation of  the  committee  of  confti- 
tution, to  execute  their  decrees  for  ■ 

raifing 
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raifing  a  ftatue  and  conferring 
other  public  honours  on  the  meTiory 
of  RouiTeau,  they  fpent  a  csnfi- 
derablc  part  of  their  lall  two  futings, 
111  debating  on  nieafures  to  check 
the  posver  and  influence  of  the 
clubs.  A  long  addrefs  on  the  fub- 
jeft  was  drawn  up  by  the  com- 
„^  1     niittee  of  confiitution, 

P  '  ^  ■  and  a  law  palled,  pro- 
hibiting any  popular  focieties  from 
afluming  a  public  function,  in- 
terfering with  any  branch  of  the 
adminillration,  or  fettmg  its  name 
to  any  petition  or  declaration  as  a 
collediive  body,  under  the  penalty 
that  all  the  members  who  fiiouid 
fake  part  in  the  deliberation,  fliould 
be  fufpended  from  the  rights  of 
adive  citizens,  and  be  rendered 
incapable  of  any  public  employ, 
during  fix  months  for  fomc  oiicfnces, 
and  for  others  during  two  years. 
A  hne  of  twelve  livres  waa  fet  on 
fuch  members  as  might  not  be 
ati^ive  citizens,  and  of  three  thou- 
fand  on  foreigners.  This  lafl  pto- 
vifion  was  probably  introduced  to 
lend  fome  authority  to  the  cry, 
which  had  been  encouraged  tor 
political  parpofes,  that  the  late 
commotions  in  Paris  had  been  ex- 
cited or  fomented  by  agents  of 
"Fruffia  and  Enghnd.  The  whole 
decree,  to  which  was  appended  the 
addrefs  of  the  committee,  fhcwcd 
at  once  the  fenfe  which  the  ma- 
jority entertained  of  the  mifchief 
done,  and  likely  yet  further  to  be 
done  by  thofe  engines  of  diftradlion, 
confufion,  and  anarchy,  as  well  as 
of  their  own  weaknefs  and  infuf- 
iicit-ncy  to  meet  the  evil  with  any 
adequate  remedy.  Some  other 
points,  of  inferior  importance,  were 
then  difpatciied,  and  more  referred 
to  the  newleg.flature  ;  when  notice 
was  gi\en  of  the  king's  apprcacii 
to  clofe  the  fittings  of  the  ajfcmbl/. 


He  appeared,  preceded  by  a  depu- 
tation of  the  national  aflcmbly,  and 
accompanied  by  his  minifters,  and 
pronounced  a  fpeech,  fuited  to  the 
occafion,  in  a  ftyle  neither  too 
haughty  nor  too  timid.  Jt  was 
received  with  lively  and  reiterated 
applaufe.  M.  Thouret,  the  pre- 
fident,  made  a  decorous  answer. 
The  king  with  his  minifters  de- 
parted, and  the  aflembly  put  3 
period  to  its  own  exiflence,  by 
formally  declaring  its  miifion  fi- 
nifhed,  and  its  fittings  terminat- 
ed. 

The  charadler  of  this  famous  af- 
fembly,  than  which  none  ever  more 
railed  the  expedation,  and  fixed 
the  attention  of  Europe,  has  been 
varioufiy  delineated.  Many  fiill 
hold  its  memory  in  refpecl,  who 
vet  look  with  horror  on  the  events 
which  have  foUov/ed  in  France, 
In  truth,  all  its  firft  proceedings 
were  received  witli  general  favour 
in  this  country.  Bred  up  in  an 
ardent  love  of  liberty,  and  too  ge- 
nerous to  envy  others  that  bleffing 
which  they  themfelves  enjoy,  the 
people  of  England  admired  what- 
ever cam.e  recommended  to  them 
by  that  fpecious  name ;  and  they 
were  the  more  ready  to  take  this 
iniprellion,  bccaufe,  in  a  political 
view  of  attaching  them  more  firmly 
to  their  own  confiitution,  the  old 
government  of  their  rival  and  enemy 
France,  was  always  pjiinted  to 
them  in  the  darkell  colours,  as  a 
pcrfeft  contraft  to  their  own  limit- 
ed monarchy.  '.  ut  ufed  alfo  to  fee 
liberty  conneded  with  public  order, 
they  were,  perhaps,  the  firil:  nation 
that  learned  to  form  a  fober  elli- 
mate  of  the  French  revolution.  At 
this  diltance  of  time,  when,  as  forae 
of  the  principal  aftors  in  thofe 
fcenes  have  hnce  confefTed,  years 
have    brought  the    experience  of 

ages. 
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ages  *,  the  impartial  hiflorian  can    diftinftly  known)   that  the  cdntroiil 


find  in  it  but  little  to  praife.  Un 
douhtcdly,  in  abolifiiing  every- 
thing, the  firft  aflembly  aboliilied 
fome  abuies,  which  had  grown  up 
during  the  long  intermiiuoh  of  the 
ftates  -  general,  the  ancient  guar- 
dians  of  the  rights  and  liberties 
of  the  people  of  France;  but  it 
muft  be  remembered,  that  when  the 
llates-general  once  more  met,  mcll, 
if  not  all,  of  thofe  abufes,  had  been 
quietly  furrendered,  or  might  have 
been  Ribmitced  to  an  eafy  reforma- 
tion. The  clcigy,  in  general,  de- 
clared their  vvillingnefs  to  give  up 
their  privilege  of  exemption  from 
fome  taxes,  never  lo  unequal  as 
they  have  been,  fometimes  igno- 
rantly,  and  fometimes  v.ickedly,  de- 
fcribedf ;  and  the  nobility  in  many 
places  had  concurred  in  the  fame 
liberal  fentiment.  The  legality  of 
imprifoning  the  fubjed  by  kttres 
de  cachet,  had  been  invariably  and 
fteadily  denied  by  the  courts  of 
jyflice;  and  the  king  himfelf  con- 
iented,  that  any  regulations  in  that 
refpect  Ihould  be  made,  wiach  mught 
be  thought  moft  expedient  for  the 
general  good.  Ho  alio  agreed  in 
a  much  ipore  important  principle, 
which  would  have  been  a  fecurity 
for  every  thing :  from  firft  to  lalt 
he  conftantly  profefled  his  convic- 
tion X  (and  as  he  was  uncommonly 
well  veried  in  the  hiilory  of  his 
kingdom,   he  could  not  but   have 


of  the  public  purie  belonged  of 
right  to  the  ilates-general.  Had  the 
chiefs  of  the  aflembly,  in  the 
firft  iiiftance,  contented  themfelves 
\Vith  getting  effeftual  and  fure  poflef- 
fion  of  that  falutary  power ;  had 
they  then  praftically  examined  the 
ufages  of  former  times ;  had  they 
changed  nothing  till  they  had  found 
it  upon  trial  to  be  incttrably  un- 
found,  they  would  have  defervcd 
well  of  their  country,  and  .might 
flill  more  largely  have  benefited 
mankind.  They  took,  however,  a 
contrary  coarfe  In  no  one  aft 
did  they  ever  turn  their  eyes  to- 
wards their  anciert  conftitution. 
They  feemcd,  by  common  confenti 
to  have  renounced  their  forefathers. 
They  aflxfted  to  let  ihemfelves  up 
as  a  totally  new  model  of  perfec- 
tion for  the  imitation  of  the  uni- 
verfe;  yet  diilering  in  their  mo- 
tives, their  intentions,  their  ends, 
their  means,  their  notions,  and  their 
f  peculations ;  fome  hurried  away  by 
the  charadterlllic  vivacity  of  the 
nation,  fome  mifled  by  vanity,  part 
deceived  by  the  falfe  light  of  a 
dangerous  philofophy,  part  feeking 
the  gratification  of  their  own  am- 
bition, others  covering  the  worft 
defigns  under  plaufible  pretences, 
they  only  united  to  deftroy.  They 
early  entangled  themfeives  with 
principles  pretended  to  be  drawn 
from  an  imaginary  Hate  of  nature 


•  See  JohanNOt's  report  from  the  comnnltees  of  public  fafety,  general  fecu- 
rity, legitlation,  commerce,  aud  tinance,  December  aad,  1794..  Prefident  Da- 
WOU's  ipeech  in  the  national  convention,  loth  Auguft,  1795  5  and  proclamation 
to  the  people  of  France,  upon  the  completion  of  the  conltiiution,   23d  Augulfj 

•f-  See,  in  page  14.6,  the  authority  of  the  afTembly  itfelf  on  this  fubjeft. 

X  This  is  particularly  noticed  by  Mirabeau,  in  the  fixth  refolvc  of  a  motion 
made  by  Miiabeau,  on  the  ijih  June,  17S9.  See  his  eleventh  letter  to  his  con- 
ftitueotjj  pagea6. 

anterior 
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anterior  to  civil  fociety  ;  and  fcr  were  only  the  refult  of  ]ong  iaflam- 
their  agents  and  in!l:ru!Pencs,tl';ey  let  mation  on  both  fides,  and  an  afiual 
loofe  from  every  religious  or  moral  civil  war.  Pym  and  his  aflbciate?, 
reftraint,  all  the  moit  ungovernrible  gave  the  thanks  of  the  houfe  for 
paflions  of  the  human  breaih  'Hu-re  a  popular  petition,  which  propofed, 
was   nothing    in   their   demeanour     "  that  thofe  noble  worthies  of  the 

"  houfe  of  peers,  who  concurred 

"  with    the    happy    votes   of  the 

"  commons,  fnould  feparate  them- 

"  felves  from   the  red,  and  fit  and 

"  vote  as  one  entire  body."     But 

In  reviewing  their  afts,  it  is  im-      without  attempting  any  fuch  alte- 

poflible  for   an  EngHlhman   not    to     ration,  they  long  fuffered  frequent 

throw  his  eyes    back  to  the  hi/lory     checks  fiom  the  peers.     It  was  not 

of  his  own  country  in  the  lall  cen-     till  after  the  forcible  expulfion  of 

the    majority   from    the    houfe    of 


which  had  the  fcmblance  of  wif- 
dom  :  whatever  they  fiid,  was  tur- 
gid and  declamatory  ;  whatever 
they  did,  was  oftentatious  and  the- 
atrical. 


tury.  There  will  be  found  many 
circumftances  of  ftrong  fiinilarity, 
between  the  conduft  of  the  French 
aflembly, and  our  Long  Parliament; 
but  the  comparifon  is  in  all  inflan- 
ces  to  the  advantage  of  the  latter. 
The  commons  of  England,  in  No- 


commons,  that  the  houfe  of  lords, 
having  rejed^d  the  bill  for  the 
trial  of  the  king,  was  voted  ufe- 
lefs,  with  liberty  for  the  peers  to 
become  members  of  the  other  houfe. 
The  third  eftate  in  France,  poiTef- 


vember  1640,  met   after  much  im-  fing  a  double  number  of  reprefen 

prudence  and  much  irregularity  on  tatives,  fupported   by  a  prince   of 

the  part  of  the  king,  who  had  alfo  the   blood  at  the  head   of  a   confi- 

interrupted    the    redrefs    of  many  derable  minority  amon«y  the  nobles, 

undoubted  grievances,  by  theansjry  and  early  joined  by  fome  of  the  in- 

difiblution  of  the  preceding  parlia-  ferior   clergy,  who    had    not   beea 

ment.     Yet  even  the  apologias  of  admitted  to  the  former  ftates-gene- 

Charles  I.  own    the  tranfaftions  of  ral  +,  at  once  exringuilhed  all  the 

the  firft  feffion,  with  the  exception  political   power   and  privileges    of 

of  lord  Strafford's  attainder,  to  be  the   two   higher  orders,  by  ftyling 

entitled  to   praife  from    ail  lovers  themfelves   alone    the  national  af- 

of  liberty  *  ;  and   the   ftatutes    of  fembly,  and  infifling  on  the  other 

that  period  have  remained  amldll  co-equal  branches  of  the  legiflature 

all  fubfequent  changes,  and  are  jflill  fitting  there,  where  they  were  cer- 

the  exiliing  law  of  the  land.     The  tain  of  being  conllantly   outvoted, 

reign  of  Louis  the  XVI.  had  been  This  was   the  more  glaring,  as  in 

one    continued    feries    of    conccf-  the  a^.cicnt  meetings  of  the  ilates- 

fions   and   favours    to    his   people,  gene'aJ,  the  third  eftatc  had  always 

yet  the  commons  of  France  began,  been  the  mofl  ll;enuous  for  the  in- 

in  effed,  with  meafures  which  here  dependence  of  the  three  orders,  and 

*  Hume,  chapter  54,  tov.-ards  the  end. 

•f  ^ht  cures  a  portion  congrue,  as  having  no  d!rei5l  intereft,  in  the  nature  of  a 
freehold,  in  the  lands  of  the  church,  were  coniidered  formerly  as  not  qualified  to 
ele6t,  or  be  elefted.     Their  admi.<ri«sn  Is  faid.to  have  beeu  an  innovation  of  M. 

Necker's. 
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pofitive  ordinances  and  laws  on  that 
head  had  been  made  at  different 
epochs  *,  in  compliance  with  their 
demand. 

The  next  remarkable  event,  was 
their  celebrated  oath  on  the  2cth 
of  June  1789.  The  king  had  ad- 
journed their  fittings  for  two  days. 
Notice  of  this  was  given  by  public 
proclamation,  and  by  a  letter  from 
the  proper  o^cer  of  the  houfhold 
to  the  prefidcnt  f  ;  yet  the  deputies 
demanded  entrance  to  the  hall, 
which  the  workmen  were  then  pre- 
paring for  the  king's  reception. 
Being  refufed,  they  went  in  a  fort  of 
public  procefiion,  calculated  to  in- 
flame the  people,  to  a  tennis  court, 
and  there  fwore  never  to  feparate 
till  the  confticution  and  regene- 
ration of  the  realm  fhould  be  ella- 
blifhed  andfecured.  Thus,  by  their 
own  authority,  they  took  away  che 


royal  prerogative  of  prorogation  or 
diifolution,  and  gave  to  themfelvea 
that  duration  which  the  long  par- 
liament of  Charles  T.  only  obtain- 
ed with  the  confent  of  the  king, 
but  which  (however  natural  and 
perhaps  inevitable  was  the  'de- 
mand, after  the  preceding  mifcon- 
duft  of  that  indifcreet  and  mifguid-^ 
4^d  prince)  has  been  generally  con- 
fidered  as  the  corner- Itone  of  the 
ufurpation  which  enfued.  It  is  re- 
markable, that  this  happened  only 
five  days  after  the  great  leader  of 
the  aflembiy,  Mirabeau,  had  ftre- 
nuoufly  argued,  on  the  foundefl 
principles,  for  the  king's  prerogative 
of  proroguing  or  diilblving  them, 
and  putting  a  negative  upon  all 
their  decrees  J.  He  told  them  that 
it  would  be  better  to  live  in  Con- 
itantinople  than  P' ranee,  if  the  king 
had   not  a  negative.     "  Nothing," 

he 


*  Particularly  in  1555,  1560,  and  1576.  See  Les  Principes des  Droits des  Or Jres 
dans  les  EtatsCsnerc.ux,  jar  M.  lanheijeque  A'Aix,  page  24.,  25,  32,  33,  34.  In 
page  33  is  to  be  found,  at  full  length,  the  petition  of  the  third  eitate  in  1 576,  for 
the  allowance  of  that  independence  as  the  inviolable  uiage  of  the  conftilution . 

t  This  faft  is  admitted  by  Mirabeau,  in  liis  lath  letter,  page  6.  It  is  Hated  a 
ittle  differently  by  miftake,  in  our  3  ill  vol.  Hiti.  Art.  page  231*. 

\  Mirabeaii's  Ipeech  and  reply  on  tlie  fifteenth  of  June  1789,  when  Abbe  Syeyes 
propofed  that  the  commons  Ihould  call  themlelves,  the.  ajfembly  of  acknonvledged 
a?id  'verified  reprefentaii'ves  of  the  French  7mtio?i,  contained  feme  paffages  which 
bear  foftrong  a  te'timony  againll  the  lubfecjuent  pretenfions  and  conduft  of  the 
affembly,  that  it  is  thought  right  to  infert  them  here  in  the  original. 

"  Nous  propoferolt-en  de  nous  conllituer  fous  quelqu'autre  dencminatio* 
*'  fynonime  apies  tout  de  celle  d'etats  generaux  ?  jfe  demanderai  toujours : 
"  ciurez-i'oiis  U  fanSiion  du  rci  P  Et  pou-vez-'veus  en  pafjer  ?  Lautorite  du 
"  monarque  peut-elle  fommeiller  un  infJant  ?  Ne  faut  il  pas  qu'il  concoure  a 
"  votre  decree,  ne  fut-ce  que  pour  en  etre  lie  ?  &  quand  on  niercit,  centre  tons 
"  les  principes,  que  fa  I'anftion  fut  licceffaire  pour  rendre  obligatoire  towt  s^lc 
*'  exterieur  de  cette  afleniblee,  atcordera-t-il  aux  decrets  fubfequens  une  fanc- 
*^  tion  dont  on  avoue  qu'il  ell  impoffible  de  Ce  paffer,  lorfqu'ils  emaneront  d'un 
•*  mode  ''if  conftitutlon  qu'il  ne  voudra  pas  reconnoitre." — iime.  Lettre,  p.  13. 

"  Vos  mandats,  vos  cahiers,  vous  autorlfent-ils  a  vous  declarer  I'affemblee  des 
<«_/'^2</f  reprefentants  connus  &:  verifies  ?  et  ne  dues  point  quelecasou  vous  vous 
"  trouvez,  n'a  pas  ete  prevu  ;  il  Pa  trop  ete,  puifquequelques-iins  ds  vos  man- 
<'  dats,  heureufement  en  tres-petit  iiombrey  vous  enjoignent  de  vous  retjrei'," 
*'  s'il  vous  clt  impoffible  de  parvenir  a  la  deliberation  en  commun,  fans  qu'il 
"  y  en  ait  un  qui  vous  autorife  a  vous  dire  les  feuls  reprefentans  connus  &  ve- 
"  rifies.     II  ne  vous  fuffijra  done  pas  de  vous  donner  ce  titre  pour  I'avoir  en  effet, 

«  ni 
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lie  declared,  "  could  be  more  ter- 
"  rible  than  a  fovereign  ariftocracy 
*'  of  fix  hundred  perfons,  who  to 
"  morrow  might  render  themfelves 
"  irremoveable,  the  next  day  here- 
"  ditary,  and  conclude,  like  all 
*'  ariftoeratical  governments,  by 
*'  feizing  upon  every  thing."  He 
could  only  defend  the  proceedings 
of  the  tennis  court,  by  difcovering 
that  the  alfembly  was  a  convention, 
which  he  explained  to  be  an  Eng- 
lifli  and  American  term  of  public 
law,  fignifying  a  body  of  citizens 
commiffioned  to  make  a  conftitu- 
tion  ;  though,  in  his  latter  days  *, 
he  again  denied  that  aflembly  to 
have  any  fuch  powers. 

The  royal  fefiion,  which  Louis 
then  held  for  the  purpofe  of  pro- 
pofing  the  outline  of  a  fettleraent, 
was  the  very  reverfe  of  the  rafli 
and  ill  -  advifed  intrufion  which 
Charles  committed,  in  violation  of 
the  undoubted  privileges  of  the  com- 
mons, when  he  went  to  demand  tlie 
five  members.  Yet  the  former  raifed 
nearly  as  great  a  ferment  as  the 
latter.  It  could  not  be  denied,  that 
in  the  declaration  of  the  king's  in- 
tentions, there  were  fome  articles 
truly  wife,  and  of  a  popular  ten- 
dency -j-  ;  but  it  was  objedled,  that 
the  executive  power  ought  not  to 
originate  laws :  it  was  thought  a 
fufficient  reafon  for  rejefting  at  once 


whatever  one  of  the  moll  gracious 
of  princes  offered,  that  he  had 
talked  of  conferring  benefits  on  his 
people; 

There  were  various  mutinies  a- 
mong  the  foldiers,  juft  before  the 
meeting  of  the  long  parliament, 
but  the  commons  when  they  met, 
did  not  fnew  any  countenance  to 
the  mutineers.  Some  of  the  French 
guards  having  refufed  to  obey  their 
officers,  were  put  in  confinements 
The  populace  of  Paris  rofe,  broke 
open  the  prifcn  doors,  and  carried 
away  the  men  in  triumph.  The 
national  aflembly,  as  it  had  now 
called  itfelf,  fandioned  both  the  mu- 
tiny and  the  infurredion,  by  foli- 
citing  a  pardon  from  the  crown,  at 
the  iame  time,  that  it  infilled  on 
the  frelh  troops  being  fent  away,' 
which  that  mudny  had  induced  the 
king  to  colled  awund  him. 

7'he  party  which  brought  on  the 
civil  war  of  England,  lludioufly 
endeavoured  to  bottom  themfelves 
on  the  conllitutlon  of  their  country, 
in  their  memorable  remoniirance. 
The  French  icvolutionifls  brought 
forv.'ard  their  declaration  of  the 
Rights  of  Man,  for  the  purpofe  of 
raifing  a  ferment  and  fedition.  A 
committee,  in  which  was  M.  Mou- 
nier,  ani  others  of  the  moderate 
party,  had  been  appointed  to  pro- 
pofe  an  order  of  proceeding  for  the 


"  ni  pour  qu'on  vous  en  croic  legalement  revetus.  Mais  fi  vous  cchouez,  fi  le 
♦•  roi  vous  rcfufe  fa  far.6tion,  (i  les  orures  reclainent  lans  fon  autorite,  quarri- 
*'  'vera-til?  D'lffolutkn  ou  frorcgatkn.^' — Ibid,  pp.15  and  16. 

"  II  repand  [M.  Barnave]  a  ce  que  j'ai  dit  fur  la  nc'ceflite  de  la  fandion  roy- 
"  ale,  que  lorl'quc  le  peuple  a  parle,  il  ne  la  croit  pas  nccelfaire.  Et  moi,  Mef- 
"  fieurs,  je  ciois  ie  'veto  du  roi  tellenient  neceflaire,  quej'aimerois  mieux  vivre  a 
"  Conftantinople  qu'eii  France,  s'il  ne  Tavoit  pas  :  oui,  je  le  declare,  jc  ne  con- 
*'  nohrois  rien  dd  plus  terrible  que  Vw'ijlocratie  fouuerahic  dc  fix  cents  pirfonnes 
"  que,  dema'in,  fcurroient fe  rer.dre  inavio-viblcs,  aprcs  dtinain  heiedct.iiies,  ^ 
"  finiroient,  comme  les  ariftocrates  dc  tous  les  pays  du  monde,  par  tout  eu- 
*•  vahir."     Ibid.  pp.  39  and  40.     For  his  laft  opinions  fee  above,  p.  153. 

•  Mirabeau's  12th  letter,  page  8,         f  Mirabeau's  13th  Letter,  page  5  and  6. 

[A]  a  future 
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future  dircuflion  of  the  conftitution. 
On  the  9th  of  July,  they  made  a  re- 
port, in  which  they  recommended 
that  there  ihould  be  prefixed  a  de- 
claration of  the  Rights  of  Men,  but 
they  erxprefsly  gave  their  opi- 
nion, that  it  fhould  be  placed  as  a 
preamble,  and  rot  fufFered  to  ap- 
pear feparately  *.  The  latter  courfe, 
they  faid,  "  could  be  of  no  ufe,  and 
"  was  full  of  inconvenience ;  bccaufe 
"  abltrad  and  philofophical  ideas,  if 
"  they  were  not  accompanied  with 
*'  their  confequences,  were  liable  to 
*'  be  mifconftrued  and  perverted." 
They  infilled,  therefore,  that  the 
preartible  of  rights  fhould  not  be 
definitively  voted,  till  all  the  con- 
flitutional  aft  had  been  fettled. 
Yet  only  two  days  after,  M.  la 
Fayette,  moved  in  the  afTembly, 
the  well-known  declaration  of  the 
Rights  of  Man,  and  the  very  fame 
day  fent  it  to  the  eledlors  of  Paris, 
already  in  great  agitation.  It  was 
immediately  difperied  over  the  city 
in  hand-bills,  with  a  fliort  but  in- 
flammatory preface,  pointing  out 
the  pnulical  utility  of  M.  la  Fay- 
ette's motion,  in  giving  new  lorce 
to  thefe  principles,  by  their  folemn 
recognition :  hecaufe  to  lo-ve  liberty, 
it  /.f  enough  for  a  ?iation  to  knew  it ; 
to  he  free,  it  is  enough  for  a  nation  to 
ivill  it  f . 

The   power   of   the  fword   was 
never  direiStly  aflumed  by  the  Eng- 
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lifh  parliament,  till,  in  the  hands 
of  Cromwell,  it  re-modelled  the 
parliament  itfelf.  It  was  only 
by  importunities  and  remonftrances, 
that  the  commons,  having  pre- 
vailed upon  the  king  to  difplace 
two  governors  of  the  Tower,  at 
laft  extorted  from  him  that  appoint- 
ment, for  an  officer  more  agreeable 
to  them  ;  and  it  is  well  known,  that 
war  was  made  upon  the  king,  in  the 
king's  own  name-  The  French  af- 
fenib'y,  in  principle,  feized  all  the 
royal  fortreffes  from  the  king,  and 
fet  up  the  Ibndard  of  a  new  army, 
wholly  independant  of  him,  as  well 
as  openly  encouraged  revolt  among 
the  troops  of  the  line,  when  they 
approved  the  taking  of  the  Baflile. 
The  true  nature  of  that  enterprife 
is  not  fufficiently  known.  It  was 
not  an  impulfe  of  popular  rage, 
whether  well  or  ill  direded,  againft 
an  odious  prifon ;  it  was  a  military 
afiault  upon  a  hollile  fortrefs.  The 
evening  before,  a  permanent  com- 
mittee of  eledors,  whofe  only  legal 
authority  was  to  chule  reprefenta- 
tives,  but  who  had  met  again  after 
the  opening  of  the  afiembly,  and 
erefted  themfelves  into  magiilrares 
of  the  city,  took  upon  themfelves, 
by  their  refolutions,  to  create  a 
body  of  militia,  in  tlie  certainty 
that  they  fhould  be  fupported  by 
the  afTembly  %.  This  armed  force 
was  no  fooner  adlually  ellablilhied, 

than 


*  See  page  10  and  m  ai  Raflort  Ju  Comitc,  &c.  par  M.  Mourner,  attached 
to  the  proceedings  of  the  9th  of  July,  I7?9.  vol  i.oi\.\\&  Proces -vtrbaLie  fAJj'etn- 
llee  des  Cotnmunes,  ft  deH  AJfetnblee  Natiotiale. 

f  See  Pi-ous  Verbal  des  Elecicurs  de  Paris,  tom.  i.  p.  166  ;(nd  167  ;  and  for 
the  hand-bill  itlelf,  lee  Appendix  to  the  third  voluinc,  page  16+.  Tiie  words  in 
the  text  above  marked  by  Italics,  ai'e  lb  dil'.inguillied  in  the  Prcccs  Verbal. 

\  See  the  proceedings  at  the  Hotel  de  Ville,  and  the  recital  of  M.  Delavigne 
to  that  aiTemhly,  on  the  I'^th  c/ Jz^f)', i7?9>  page  239  and  247,  vol.  1.  of  the  Proces 
Verbal  des  Elecicurs  de  Paris,  ReJige  par  M.  M.  Bailly,  and  Dwvejrier.  The 
jccietary  concludes  his  account  with  the  following  obicrvaiion  : 

«'  Ce  rccit   a  etc  entendu   dans  le  plus  grand   liience.     L'Arrete  pris  par 

<'  rallcmblee 
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than  the  Baftile  was  attacked,  and 
a  regular  rummons  fent  by  the 
commirtee  to  the  governor.  The 
inftrument  is  remarkable,  and  fhows 
incontrovertibly  the  real  charac- 
ter of  the  event*.  The  ground 
of  it  is,  that  there  ought  to  be  no 
military  force  in  Paris,  which  was 
not  in  the  hands  of  the  city  :  the 
committee  therefore  demanded,  that 
their  troops  fhould  be  admitted  to 
guard  the  place,  in  concert  with 
the  troops  of  the  garrifon,  under 
the  orders  of  the  city.  It  has  al- 
ready been  mentioned  incidentally, 
in  the  coiirfe  of  this  hiRory  f ,  that 
e'arly  in  the  follov>-ing  year,  a  plan 
wai  laid  for  carrying  all  the  king's 
fortrefl'es  in  the  fame  manner,  and 
fome  murders,  accompanied  with 
the  fame  ihccking  circumllances  as 
thofe  of  M.  de  Launay,  and  his  fel- 
Io'>v-fuiFere;s,  were  in  confequence 
perpetrated. 


The  country  committees,  efta- 
blilhed  during  our  civil  wars  by  the 
houfe  of  commons,  were  never  re- 
proached for  not  profecuting  mur- 
der, but  in  two  I  dubious  inltanc«s 
never  openly  difculfcd  in  parlia- 
ment. Afterwards,  the  impartial  fe- 
verity  with  which  Cromwell  caufed 
juftlce  to  be  adminiftered,  was 
highly  laudable,  and  was  in  vain 
called  to  the  notice  §  of  the  na- 
tional afiembly  :  indeed  it  is  noto- 
rious, that  he  was  anxious  to  have 
judges  of  the  greateft  learning  and 
integrity  on  the  bench.  The  blood, 
that  was  fhed  at  the  taking  of  the 
Bafllle,  and  the  horrible  aflaffina- 
tions  of  M.  M.  Foulon  and  Ber- 
thier,  attended  with  a6ls  of  canni- 
balifm,  were  only  the  beginning  of 
a  long  catalogue  II  of  barbarities,  all 
which  found  indemnity,  excufe,  and 
every  thing  but  direft  approbation, 
from  the   aflcmbly.     All  the  judi- 


"  raffemblee  nationale,  et  la  certitude  de  fes  refolutions  patriotiques,  ont  jette 
*•'  dans  tons  les  coeurs  une  efperance  nouvelle^  un  nou-veau  courage."^  Ibid, 
page  250. 

*  The  ftyle  of  the  fummons  feems  to  be  of  fo  much  confequence  to  the  right 
underftanding  of  this  tranfanftton,  that  to  obviate  all  doubts  on  the  fidelity  of 
the  reprefentation  given  above,  it  is  adde  I,  from  the  Proces  Ferhal  des  EleSieurs 
de  Paris,  torn.  i.  page  318. 

"  Le  comite  permanent  de  la  milice  Parifienne,  confiderant  quit  ne  doit  y 
'f  a~Joir  a  Parij  aucune  force  militaire  qui  ne/oit  fous  la  main  de  la'ville,  charge 
*'  les  deputes  qu'il  addrefle  a  M.  le  Marquis  Delaunay,  commandant  de  la  Bal- 
"  tille,  de  lui  demander  s'il  eft  difpofe  a  recevoir  dans  cette  place  les  troupes  de 
*<  la  milice  Parifienne,  qui  la  garderont  de  concert  avec  les  troupes  qui  s'y  trouvent 
"  aftuellement,  et  qui  ieront  aux  ordres  de  la  ville. 

"  Fait  a  r Hotel  de  Fille,  le  14.  Juii/et,  1789.  Signe  a.  roriginal,  Flejeles, 
"  prevoc  des  marchands,  et  prelldent  du  comitc;  X)('/^'z,'/§-«^,  prefident  des  elec - 
♦f  teurs  ;  Moreau  de  Saint  Mery,  prelldent  rles  ele6leins  ;  Leg^aud  de  Saint 
*'  Rene,  le  ?.larquis  de  la  Salle,  Deliutre,  Boucher,  Perignon,  Bancal  des  Ijfarts, 
"  Hyon,  Chignard,  Fauchet,  membres  du  comite." 

It  may  not  be  amifs  to  remark,  that  throughout  the  proceedings,  the  Baftile  is 
called  "  the  fortrefs,"  and  not  the  prifon. 

f  Hilt.  Art.  page  96. 

X  Walker's  Anarchia  Anglicana,  J 6+8,  page  6. 

§  See  above,  page  107. 

II  See  above,  the  termination  of  the  enquiry  into  the  crimes  committed  at 
Verfailles,  on  the  5th  and  6th  of  Oftober,  17S9,  page  75  ;  the  refult  of  the  pro- 
ceedings relpeiTtir.g  the  llaughier  of  more  than  three  hundred  perlons  at  Nifmes, 
page  107  i  and  the  reference  of  the  petition  of  Madame  Guillin,  page  1 80. 

[^']  3  catures 
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catures  of  the  country  were  like- 
wife  deftroyed  upon  fyftem,  though 
ro  corruption  or  mildemeanour  of 
any  kind  was  found  in  any  of  them  ; 
and  Mirabcau  himfelf,  who  had 
been  the  objeill  of  more  profecu- 
tions  than  any  man,  fpoke  with  re- 
fpeft  and  praife  of  the  purity  with 
which  jiiftice  was  adminiflered  by 
the  parliament:  of  Paris. 

The  fweep-ing  havock  which  was 
made  by  the  famous  decree  of  the 
4th  of  Auguft  1789,  in  property, 
as  well  as  in  the  dilhndlion  of  ranks 
common  to  all  the  great  Hates  of 
Europe,  has  no  parallel  in  any  thing 
done  by  our  two  houfes  in  the  lall 
century.  The  title  of  lord  was  not 
only  continued,  but  a  marked  foli- 
citude  was  ihewn  by  the  commons, 
to  preferve  the  pedigrees  and  re- 
cords of  fimilies.  When  fome  le- 
gal procefs  was  ilTued  agaioll:  the 
college  of  heralds,  a  particular  order 
was  made  by  the  lower  houfe,  that 
all  the  books,  monuments,  and  pa- 
pers, iTiould  be  kept  from  being 
demolifaed,  defaced,  embezzled, 
or  purloined*.  Being  for  the  moll 
part  of  a  fedl  different  from  the 
eftablilhed  church  of  England,  they 
aboliilied  biiliops  and  deans,  with 
iheir  chapters,  but  they  never  af- 
firmed an  abfolute  dominion  over 
all  the  ecclefiailical  property  in  the 
kingdom.  The  deprivations  in- 
Bifted  by  them,  though  fufticiently 
fevere,  were  never  fo  numerous  as 
thofe  in  France ;  they  were  in- 
flided  after  the  war  had  reached  its 
height,  and  only  upon  political 
grounds,  for  refufal  to  take  the  fo- 
lemn  league  and  covenant  exaded 
from  ail  perfons  within  the  power 
of  the  parliament.  The  allowance 
made    to  the  deprived  prieils  was 


alfo  more   liberal,  and   though    it 
was   often  intercepted    by    fimilar 
frauds,  yet   thofe   refpeftable  men, 
who  had  freely  facrificed   their  in- 
terefts  to  their  confcinnces   did  not 
fufFer    fuch  a  direft  perfecution  of 
unjurt    violence.     In    France,    the 
affembly  perfecuted  the  minifters  of 
the  religion  which  they  pretended 
tQ  prcfefs ;   they   devifed   an  oath 
contrary  to  their  known  tenets,  and 
exclufively  applying  to  them,  after 
they  had  taken  the  civic  oath  gene- 
rally required  of  all  fubjeds ;   the 
penfion  afligned  equally  to  all,  was 
lefs  than  what  the  public  or  private 
charity  of  this  country  ever  thought 
of  allotting  for  the  furvivors ;  and 
it  was  kept  back  from  them,  not 
only  by  fraud,  but  by  force.     After 
the  flight,  arreft,  and  imprifonment 
of  the  king,  the  nobles  and  prierts 
became  more  than  ever  the  objefts 
of  real  or  afFefted  fufpicions,  were 
v/atched   with    increafcd   jealoufy, 
and  purfued  with  more   inveterate 
rancour,  by  the  jacobin    clubs,  in 
every  quarter  of  the  kingdom.      A 
new  emigration  of  the  former  took 
place,  but  the  latter,  imprefled  by 
the  veneration  and  affedion  mani- 
fe[led   towards   them  by  the  majo- 
rity of  their  refpeftlve  flocks,  ftill 
lingered  in  obfcure  retreats,  to  dif- 
charge,  as  far  as  they  could,  a  duty 
more  imperious,  in  proportion  as  it 
was    more  perilous.      In    the  pro- 
vinces of  Maine  and  Anjou,   and 
the  adjoining  parts  of  Poitou  and 
Brittany  f ,  fmce  the  principal  feat 
of  civil   war,   the    non-conforming 
clergy  were  treated  with  the  great- 
ell  harflinefs.       An   hundred   were 
feized  by  the  troops  and  national 
guards,  without  any  accufation  hav- 
ing   been    lodged     againft   them. 


*  i4.th  March  164a.     Scobel.  Ord.  p.  7. 

■f  Barruei's  Hift.  of  the  Clergy,  Eng,  tranf.  p,  14.6  to  p.  153. 
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dragged  away  amidft  imprecations, 
raillery,  and  menaces,  to  Angers, 
there,  without  any  inquiry,  thrown 
into  prifon,  and  kept  in  the  clofeiT: 
and  moll  rigorous  confinement.  At 
Chateau-Gonthier,  lixty  more  were 
lliut  up  in  the  cells  of  a  Benediilijie 
convent.  They  were  furrounded 
by  centinels,  who  had  orders  to  fire, 
if  any  of  them  fliould  appear  at 
the  windows.  All  perfons,  who 
flicwed  any  companion  for  them, 
were  infulted,  and  the  municipal 
oiiicers  vifited  the  prifon  only  to 
heap  frelli  outrages  upon  them.  At 
length,  on  a  report  havina  been 
fpread,  that  the  priefts  of  Laval 
had  fet  fire  to  that  town,  all  the 
ruffians  were  ready  with  hatchets  to 
mafi'acre  the  prieiis  at  Chateau- 
Gonthier,  when  fortunately  a  cou- 
rier arrived  from  Laval,  and  con- 
tradifted  the  report.  Fourteen 
were  plunged  at  one  time  in  the 
dungeon  of  Craon,  and  among  them 
M.  Volgerard,  a  venerable  man  of 
exemplary  piety,  who  after  an  im- 
prifonment  of  fix  weeks,  which  had 
much  impaired  his  health,  had 
been  that  very  fame  day  fet  at  li- 
berty. At  Brell,  feventy  others, 
who  had  been  arrefled  in  different 
parts  of  Brittany,  and  had  been  in 
imminent  danger  of  lofing  their 
lives  on  the  road,  were  crowded  into 
a  Carmelite  convent.  There  they 
were  expofed  to  be  daily  reviled  and 
threatened  by  the  populace,  the  li- 
berated galley- Haves,  and  all  the 
fcum  of  the  port.  The  magiftrates, 
unable  to  afford  them  any  protec- 
tion, petitioned  that  the  prifoners 
might  be  removed  to  a  place  of 
greater  fafety  :  But  their  pe-tition 
was  rejeAed  through  the  influence 
of  M.  D'Expilly,  the  new  bilhop 
of  Quimper.  Even  when  the  ge- 
neral  amnefty  palled,   the  depart- 


ment of  Finifterre,  as  it  was  called, 
refufed  for  a  long  time  to  allow 
the  benefit  of  it  to  thcfe  innocent 
and  opprcffed  men.  At  laft,  they 
were  releafed,  but  not  without  be- 
ing obliged  to  hear  a  long  fpeech 
of  invcdive,  calumny,  and  menace. 
Though  the  very  law  under  which 
they  had  been  freed,  had  declared 
paffports  to  be  no  longer  neceffary ! 
they  were  compelled  to  go  and  re- 
ceive thofe  inftruments  at  the  other 
extremity  of  the  town,  followed  and 
hunted  by  an  unprincipled  multi- 
tude, from  whom  tl.ey  continually 
expefled  nothing  but  immediate 
death.  They  did  finally  efcape ; 
but  an  arbitrary  fentence  of  the 
department,  peremptorily  forbade 
them  to  return  to  their  homes,  their 
relations,  and  their  friends. 

M.  Thouret  very  juftly  con- 
fid  ered  the  decree  of  the  4th  of 
Auguft,  as  having  fundamentally 
fubverted  the  old  fabrick  of  the 
French  conftitution;  and  in  the 
previous  tranlaftions  here  enu- 
merated, all  which  took  place 
within  fix  weeks  from  the  time  that 
the  affembly  entered  on  bufinefs, 
may  he  perceived  the  firft  ftage 
of  the  errors,  crimes,  and  calami- 
tics,  v\hich  formed  the  fcaffblding 
of  the  new  edifice.  All  the  ac- 
cuftomed  authorities,  civil  and  mi- 
litary, had  been  vilified,  enfeebled, 
or  deftroyed,  all  dignities  dif- 
gr.iced,  property  invaded,  ufeful 
and  falutary  prejudices  rudely  torn 
away,  principles  inculcated  on 
which  nothing  liable  could  ever  hs 
built,  and  a  new  armed  force  cre- 
ated, of  which  no  commander  yet 
appears  to  have  gained  the  entire 
confidence  and  certain  controul. 

This  rapid  progrefs  of  a  revo- 
lution, which  in  fo  fhort  a  time  fo 
far    outftripped  the  march  of  re- 

[N]  4  bellion 
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bellion    for   years   in   the   Englidi  confidcration,  that  the  minds  of  aU 

annals,  and  which  trutling  little  to  were    but    too    well    prepared,    in 

the  incidental  aid  of  circumrtances  difTercnt  manners  and  degrees,  to 

and  events,    but  raifing   them  as  it  favour  and   aflill  its  career.     It  is 

pafled  for  a  cover  and  concealment,  a  fadl  not  to  be  doubted,  that  there 

drove  ftrait  forward  to   the  diftant  long   cxifted  "in    Europe   a  clafs  of 

goal,  can  only  be  explained  by  one  men  *,    who   were   conilantly   and 

bufily 

*  The  following  pccoiuit  of  this  literary  confpiracy,  might  naturally  be  fup- 
poffcl  to  come  fioni  an  enemy  :  i>ut  it  is  in  I'.ibttar.ce  the  boaft  of  Voltaire's  fa- 
vourite pupil  Cundorcct,  of  whom  his  mailer  faid,  tliat  he  ihould  feel  a  confola- 
tion  in  leaving  him  upon  earth,  when  himlelf  and  D'Alembert  fliould  die.  The 
whole  pjfl'agc  is  too  cuiious  not  to  be  inlcted  in  the  oiiginal.  The  two  parts 
which  Abbe  Eanucl  lias  alce.uly  publiflied  ot  his  liitloiy  of  jacobinifm,  are  little 
more  than  an  illuftration  of  this  text,  by  quoting  the  works  to  which  Condorcet 
aliuctes.  Some  fids  and  details,  have  however  been  taken  from  the  Abbe's  very 
accurate  devclopement  of  the  plot. 

ExtraiSl  from  "  Efquiife  d'un  Tuhleau  Hiftoriqne  des  Progres  de  TEfprit  Hu- 
"  main,  par  Condorcet,  qc  cpoque." 

*'  11  fc  forma  hieiitSt  en  Europe,  une  cla(fe  d  hoanncs  moins  occupes  encore  de 
"  decouviir  ou  d'approfondir  la  verite,  que  de  la  repandre  ;  qui  fe  devouant  ?\ 
<*  pourfuivre  les  prcjuges  dans  les  afdes  ou  le  cleige,  les  ecolcs,  ks  gouveinment, 
*«  les  corporations  anciennes,  les  avoient  receuillis  &  proteges,  niirent  leur  gloire 
*'  a  dctruire  les  erreius  populaires,  plutot  qu'a  reculer  les  hmites  des  connoif- 
"  fauces ;  maniere  iudirecte  de  fcrvir  leurs  progres,  qui  n'etoit  ni  la  moins  pe- 
*•  rilleufe,  ni  la  moins  utile. 

"  En  Angleterre,  Collins  &  Bolinbroke,  en  France,  Bayle,  Fontenelle,  Voltaire, 
*•  Montefquieu,  Gf  les  eccles  formees  par  ces  horiimes  combatterent  en  faveiu'  de 
*<  ia  verite  ;  employant  toiu"  a  tour  les  arines  que  Terudition,  la  philolophie, 
*'  I'el'prit,  &  le  talent  d'ecrire  peuvent  fournir  a  la  raiibr  ;  prenant  tous  les  tons  j 
*'  emplryant  ioutes  les  formes,  depuis  la  plailanierie  julqu'au  pathctique,  depuis 
*'  la  compilation  !a  plus  lavante  6c  la  phis  vafte,  julqu'au  roman  ci  a*i  pamphlet 
**  du  jour  ;  cowvrant  la  I'erite  d^un  I'oile  qui  mtfrnj^eoit  les  yeux  trap  foibles,  0^ 
•'  laifoit  le  plaijir  de  la  .  diiiner  •■,  careflant  les  prejuges  avec  adie(Te,  pour  leur 
"  porter  des  coups  plus  certains  ;  n'en  meaareut  prefque  jamais  phdieurs  a  la 
*'  fois,  ni  meme  un  feul  tout  entier ;  conlolant  quelquefois  les  ennemis  de 
••  YMion,  tn  paroiJJ'aiit  ne 'voulcir  dans  In  nligion  quune  dem-tolerance,  dans  la 
*^  politique  qu  une  demi-liherte  ;  menageante  le  defpotifvis,  quand  ils  combattoient 
•*  les  abjurdites  religieufes  j  fef  les  culte,  quand  ils  s^elei-oicnt  contre  le  tyran  ;  atta- 
*'  quant  ces  deux  fieaux,  dens  leur  principe,  quand  mime  ih  parciJJ'oient  nen  vou- 
*'  loir  qu'd  des  abiis  re-voltans,  ou  ridicules  ;  (^  frapp  ant  ces  arbres  funefies  dans 
*•  leurs  racines,  quand  ils  femblote^it  fe  horncr  a  en  elaguer  quelques  branches 
**  egarees;  tanlct  en  c.pprenant  aux  amis  de  la.  liberie  que  la  fuperfiition  qui 
«♦  cowjre  le  defpolifme  d^un  bouclier  impenetrable,  ejl  la  premiere  •-viclime  quails 
*'  doi-uent  immoler ;  la  premiere  cbaine  qu  ils  doi-ventbrifer  ;  tantot  au  contraire, 
«'  la  denon^ant  aux  defpotes  comme  la  'veritable  ennemie  de  leur  pou-voir,  &  les 
*'  effrayent  du  tableau  de  fes  hypocrites  complots  &  de  fes  fureurs  fanguinaires  ; 
*'  mais  ne  fe  lafiant  jamais  de  reclamtr  I' independence  de  la  raifon,  la  liberte 
*'  d'ecrire,  comme  le  droit  &  le  falut  genre  humain  ;  s'elevant  avec  une  enfa- 
*'  tigable  energie  contre  tous  lesciinies  Aufanatifme  &  de  la  tyrannie  \  pour- 
*'  fuivant  dans  la  religion,  dans  V adTniniftration,  dans  les  ?naeurs,  dans  les  loix, 
**  tout  ce  qui  poitoit  le  caraftere  de  roppieflion,  de  la  durete,  de  la  barbarie  j 

**  ordonnant 
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bufily  employed  in  underniining 
religion,  gjvernnient,  morals,  niau- 
ners,  nnd  laws.  The  whole  an- 
cient order  of  things,  was  in  their 
eyes  a  confufed  heap  of  prejudices, 
which  it  was  their  duty  to  e.xplods. 
And  they  conduced  their  ap- 
proaches with  no  lefs  malignant 
art  than  vigour  and  pcrfcverance. 
They  changed  with  every  fafliiqn, 
they  aniamcd  every  fhape,  they 
employed  evcjy  Itylc,  from  plea- 
fantry  to  pathos,  from  vail  compi- 
lations of  learning  and  I'cience,  to 
fentimental  tales,  novels,  and  pam- 
phlets of  the  dav.  They  wrote  under 
fwigned  names  and  defcriptions, 
nor  did  they  fcruple  diredt  forge- 
ries in  literature.  They  were  care- 
ful that  m.ore  fhould  always  be 
meant  than  met  the  eye  or  the  ear, 
and  it  was  their  policy,  for  fear  of 
exciting  general  alarm,  never  to 
pufh  forward  their  whole  defign 
at  once.  Whenever  they  direilUy 
attacked  what  they  called  one  pre- 
judice, they  were  fure  to  flatter 
another;  they  carefled  all  by  turns, 
that  they  might  ftrike  at  all  a  furer 
and  more  deadly  blow.  Sometimes 
they  intentionally  withheld  half 
their  ftrength,  that  they  might 
throw  their  adverfaries  olf  their 
guard,  and  affedled  a  moderation 
which^hey  did  not  feel.  Thus  to  lull 
good  and  eafy  men  into  a  falfe  fe- 
carity,  they  occaflonally  profefled 
to  defire  no  more  than  a  half-tolera- 


tion,   and    a   half-liberty.       They 
paid   their    court   to  kings,   when 
they     combated     againll    religion 
under    the    name    of  fuperllition ; 
they  fpoke  with  reverence  of  priefts 
when  they   rofe   againft    monarchy 
by  the    name    of  defpotifm ;  they 
fecretly  levelled   their  aim.  at  the 
principles     of    bo:h,     when    they 
leemed    only   to  be  fporting  with 
trifling  abuies.      They  obferved  a 
treacherous    filence  on  the  confo- 
lations  of  piety,  and  the  fecurlty  of 
good  government;  while  they  were 
for    ever   crying  out,  with  indefa- 
tigable exertion,  againft  the  crimes 
of  fanaticifm   and  tyranny.     They 
never  expreffed   indignation  at  the 
guilt  of  that  wrong  and  violence, 
which  the  fafery  of  fociety  demands 
to  be  reprefled  by  punifiiment;  but 
they  cenfured,  in  a  tone  of  the  moft 
authoritative    repreheniion,   kings, 
foldiers,    priefts,    and   magiftrates, 
for  the  human  blood  flied  in  war, 
or  by  the  hand  of  criminal  juftice. 
In  all  their  enterprizes    their  cry 
of  battle  was  «'  reafon,  toleration, 
"  and  humanity."     Their  end  was 
univerfal  demolition;    their  means 
were   deceit,   fraud   and  falfehood. 
Beyond  the  ruin,  which  th.-y  were 
endeavouring     to     fpread    around 
them,   they  never  looked  diftinftly 
forward  to  any  fettled  plan,  which 
might    be  fublUtuted,   and   it   was 
impofTible  that   they    ftiould,   con- 
fiftendy  with  the  end  which  they 


"  ordonnant  au  nom  de  la  nature  nux  rois,  aux  guerr'urs,  aipc  pretres,  aux  ma- 
*'  i^flrats  d(j  r'-fptiSler  le  fmg  des  hommes  j  ieur  reprochant  avec  une  energiqi'e 
*•  levcrite,  celui  que  leiir  politique,  ou  ieur  indifference  prodiguoit  dans  les 
"  combats  ou  dans  les  fupplices  j  prenant  enfin  pour  cri  de  guerre,  raijon,  tole- 
"  ranee,  humanite. 

"  Telle  fut  cette  philofophie  nouvelle,  objet  de  la  haine  commune  de  ces 
*«  clafTes  nombreviCes,  qui  n'exillent  que  pur  les  prejuges — Ses  chefs  eurent 
"  prelque  toujours  Tart  d'echapper  a  ia  vengeance,  en  s-'expofant  a  la  liaine  ; 
"  de/c  cacher  a  la  perjecutiotit  en  J'e  montrant  aJfeZi  pour  ne  rien  pcrdre  de  Uur 
*'  g/eire.'" 

fought. 
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fought,  and  the  means  which  they 
employed  ;  for  the  bafis  of  all  civil 
fociety  mult  be  laid  in  good  faith, 
which  cannot  rubfill  without  morals 
and  religion,  and  without  an  habi- 
tual reverence  of  both,  forerunning 
xeafon  in  the  multitude,  who,  by  the 
common  lot  of  man,  are  doomed  to 
the  labour  of  the  body,  not  of  the 
mind,  to  lives  of  adlion,  not  of  me- 
ditation. 

Among  our  own  countrymen, 
Collins  and  Bolingbroke  are  rec- 
koned the  principal  leaders  cf  that 
clafs ;  to  whom  may  be  added 
Shaftefbury,  who  made  ridicule  the 
fole  teft  of  truth,  Hobbes,  Chubb, 
Tindal,  Toland,  and  perhaps  fome 
others.  In  France,  we  are  told 
from  the  beft  authority,  they  were 
Bayle,  Fontenelle,  Voltaire,  and 
Montefquieu,  with  all  the  more 
eminent  of  their  followers  and 
rivals. 

All  who  preceded  Voltaire,  only 
aimed  their  iirokes  more  or  lefs 
diredly  at  Chriftianity,  and  with 
refpeft  to  him,  he  feems  literally 
to  have  found  rebellion  in  his  way, 
or  he  would  probably  never  have 
fought  it.  His  natural  vanity,  his 
temper,  his  purfuits  as  a  hillorian, 
his  fituation  in  the  lordihip  of 
Ferney,  and  his  intimacy  with  Fre- 
deric the  Great,  all  ccnfpircd  to 
give  him,  in  the  earlier  part  of  his 
life,  a  tendency  to  monarchy.  He 
had  then  hoped  to  make  kings  and 
princes  his  inllruments  in  crufhing, 
according  to  his  impious  injunc- 
tion, that  divine  teacher,  whom  he 
always  defignated  by 
blafphemous  reproach 


infidelity  and  irreliglon  at  the 
Hague,  about  the  year  1743.  ^^ 
grew  in  love  with  republics.  After 
his  quarrel  with  the  king  of  Pruffia, 
in  1753,  and  his  fubfequent  defpair 
of  obtaining  his  object  from  other 
fovereigns,  he  added  a  hatred  of 
kings.  It  is  probable  alfo,  that  he 
became  more  decided  in  his  poli- 
tical opinions,  from  the  fear  of  being 
furpafled  by  his  own  difciples,  who 
began  to  pufh  his  principles,  beyond 
what  he  had  gone,  to  all  their  .ex- 
tenfive  confcquences. 

His  confidential  friends,  D'Alem- 
bert  and  Diderot,  though  fed  by  ths 
bounty    of  princes,  participated  in 
all  his  fentiments.     They  projefted 
the  great  French  Encyclopedic,  for 
the  purpofe   of  quietly  and  infidi- 
oufly  initilling  their  notions  into  the 
learning  and  fcience  of  Europe,  and 
at  the  fame  timeof  drawing  around, 
and  attaching  to  themfelves,  a  fort 
of  literary  aiibciation,  by  the  fame 
and    patronage    of  that   immenfc 
work.       They     inllituted    alfo    a 
fecret  club  for  the  diffufion  of  what 
they    called    the   new   philofophy. 
It  fir.V  met  about  the  Year  1764  or 
1765,  at  the  houfe  of  the  Baron  * 
Hoibach,  in    Paris,   and   Voltaire, 
though     abfer.t,    was    elefled    the 
honorary   and  perpetual   prefident. 
To   conceal  their  real  objeft,  they 
took     the     name    of    aconomills, 
ollenfibly     employing     themfelves 
only  on  the  theories  of  agriculture, 
commerce,     and     finance,    but    in 
reality   fpreading  over  Europe  an 
inundation  of  books  and  pamphlets, 
a   term  of    calculated  to  impair  and  overturn 
When  he     religion,    morals,   and  government. 


was  obliged  to  publifh  his  trafts  of    As    foon  as  the  fale  was  fufHcient 

*  See  in  Abbe  Barruei''s  Memoirs,  ift  part,  page  354,  Fr.  ed.  the  penitent 
conftfllon  of  M.  Le  Roi,  who  had  been  fecretary  to  the  club  of  Hoibach  ;  and  in 
page  358  and  359,  the  letters  of  Vukaire,  in  1763,  to  his  fellow-labourer  Jielvelius, 
containing  the  project  of  fuch  a  fociety. 
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to  pay  the  expences,  inferior  edi- 
tions were  printed  and  given  away, 
or  fold  at  a  very  low  price,  circu- 
lating libraries  of  them  formed,  and 
reading  focieties  inilitutcd.  While 
they  conilantly  denied  thefe  pro- 
dudions  in  the  face  of  the  world, 
they  contrived  to  give  them  afalfe 
celebrity,  through  their  confJential 
agents  and  correfpondents,  who 
were  not  themfelves  alv^^ays  trufled 
with  the  entire  fecret.  In  this 
manner  they  moulded  and  fafhioned 
public  opinion  as  they  pleafed,  and 
one  principal  ufe  which  they  made 
of  their  abfolute  dominion  over 
tafte  in  letters  and  politics,  was  to 
affifi:  futh  of  their  members  and 
friends  as  were  in  the  rank  of 
ftatefmen,  to  acquirecredit  with  the 
people,  and  power  with  the  prince. 
Accordingly,  we  find  that  f^veral  of 
the  higheil  minifters  in  France  were 
of  that  connexion;  D'Argenfcn,  who 
projefted  the  municipalities,  and 
Turgot,  who  divided  the  kingdom 
into  83  departments,  for  the  equali-- 
zailon  of  the  revenue;  M.  La 
moignoii,  tlie  keeper  of  the  Teals, 
who  after  his  difgrace  dgftroyed 
himfelf;  M.  Malefherbes  and  M. 
Bricnne,  afterwards  the  well-known 
Cardinal  'de  Lomcnie.  Voltaire 
himfelf  remarked  with  exultation 
on  the  acceffionof  Louis  the  XVIth. 
that  all  the  young  kind's  miiiiilers, 
with  the  fingle  exception  of  M.  de 
Muy,  were  philofophers  *  of  his  feci, 
and  he  truly  pronounced  that  ftate 
of  things  to  be  the  commencement 
of  a  great  revolution. 

Anoiher  engine  of  D'Alembert, 
was  a  kind  of  office  which  he  kept 
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to  fupply  all  fchools  with  teachers* 
by  which  means  he  got  into  his 
hands  a  great  part  of  the  education 
of  the  children  throughout  the 
kingdom.  Louis  the  XVth.  was 
befieged  for  years,  by  the  profeffors 
of  the  new  philofophy,  and  the 
oeconomirts,  with  unceafing  in- 
trigues and  importunities,  that  he 
would  found  fchools  in  every 
parifn,  under  lay  perfons;  but  M. 
Berlins  f,  the  keeper  of  the  privy 
purfe,  undeceived  his  royal  mafter, 
who  was  frequently  heard  to  ex- 
prefs,  with  great  emotion,  a  cari- 
ofity  to  know  how  his  fucceflbr 
would  extricate  himfelf  from  the 
fnares  which  would  befet  his  throne. 
Perhaps  too  it  ntay  not  be  imper- 
tinent to  obferve  here,  that  in  the 
Old  eftabllflicd  fchools,  under  the 
French  ecclefialHcs,  there  had  long 
prevailed  an  ufage,  which  had  a 
tendency  to  familiarize  young 
minds  with  republican  notions; 
the  boys,  according  to  their  feni- 
ority  and  proficiency,  were  ho- 
noured with  the  different  titles  of 
magiftracy  in  ancient  Rome. 

Independently  of  barcn  Holbach's 
club,  tliere  was  alfo  a  Ichool  of 
political  ceconomifts,  which  began 
with  Dequefnai,  a  phyficiaa  and 
favourite  of  Louis  XVth.  They 
too  were  generally  tainted  with 
the  doftrines  of  irreligion,  and  they 
were  the  more  dangerous,  as  they 
only  touched  upon  thefe  topics 
collaterally,  and  with  fomething  of 
apparent  moderation. 

The  great,  and  in  many  refpedls 
the  well-deferved  reputation  of 
Montefquieu,  made  the  enemies  of 


*  Letters  to  the  king  of  Prufiia,  3d  Auguft  1775.  M.  de  Muy,  mentioned 
above,  lived  but  a  (hort  time  after  his  appointment. 

f  See  M.  Berlin's  account  of  his  converfations  with  {Louis  the  XV.  and 
the  evidence  which  he  himfelf  collected,  Ahbe  Barruel's  Mem.  i ft  part,  page 
343,  Sic, 

the 
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the  Chriftian  faiih  very  defirous  * 
of  adorning  their  confederacy  with 
Jiis  name.  He  no  where  openly 
attacks  Chriflianity,  he  fpeaks  of  it 
always  with  decency,  and  occa- 
fionally  with  dlilinguilhed  praife. 
Yet  fome  pafiages  certainly  hai-e 
efcaped  him,  which  may  be  con- 
ilrued  to  the  prejudice  of  revealed 
religion,  but  in  which  he  declared 
with  his  dying  breath,  that  he  was 
confcious  of  having  facriiiced  too 
much  to  the  love  of  novelty  and 
fingularity,and  the  fear  of  rhofe  who 
were'able  to  give  or  withhold  renown. 
In  his  political  creed,  he  held  one 
maxim  which  ought  to  be  deeply 
cn;jraven  on  the  mind  of  every 
man  who  touches  public  affairs; 
and  which,  had  it  been  regarded, 
would  have  fpared  his  country 
much  calamity :  it  was,  that  "  vian- 
*'  kind  nxiould  better  find  their  ac- 
«♦  cctmt  in  a  mean,  than  in  extrstnesP 


As  a  praftical  government,  he 
warmly  admired  what  he  uuderilood 
to  be  the  Englifh  conftitution  ;  he 
preferred  it  in  many  parts  to  moil 
of  the  ancient  republics,  and  in  one 
very  eflentiil  part,  to  that  of  Rome, 
to  which  he  might  naturally  be 
fuppofed  to  have  been  moit  at- 
tached; he  faw  in  it,  and  explicitly 
declared  that  he  -faw,  the  neceffity 
of  a  monarch  in  a  great  Hate.  He 
entangled  himfelf  notwithltanding 
in  theory,  and  in  confequence  of 
that  eiror,  has  perhaps  done  more 
injury  than  any  man,  both  to  our 
country  and  his  own.  Inftead  of 
tracing  the  fad  of  the  Englifh  con- 
llituiion,  from  records  and  ulages, 
and  thence  drawing  his  conclufions, 
he  fets  out,  in  liis  celebrated  chapter 
on  t!iis  fubjedi,  with  a  fpeculative 
diftribution  of  power,  fuch  as  he 
thought  clfential  to  a  perfciH:  form 
of   government  ;    and  to   that   h? 


*  D'Alembert  himfelf  tells  us  that  he  quoted  to  Voltaire  tlie  example  of 
Mor.tefquJeu,  to  fatisiy  him  that  a  philol'opher  on  his  death-bed,  miglit  receive 
the  facrament  with  reverence.  It  is  in  his  letter  of  July  1778  to  the  king  of 
PruTfia,  printed  among  the  poftliumous  works  ot  Fre<ieric,  The  whole  is  well 
worth  reading.  Ke  had  before,  in  a  (hort  letts-r,  given  the  king  a  general  ac- 
count of  the  event,  of  Voltaire's  conftifion  of  failh,  the  refufal  of  Chriltian  burial 
to  his  body  in  Paris,  and  me  joy  of  the  fanatics,  as  he  terms  them,  on  the  cir- 
eumftancfS  of  his  death  ;  without  a  fyllabie  about  the  conftancy  and  tran- 
nui'lity  of  the  deceafed.  The  king,  in  a  letter  which  is  fupprefled,  defned  to 
know  the  particulars.  In  anfwer,  M,  D'Alembert  lends  a  laboured  narrative, 
eviilently  intended  to  glofs  ovtr  what  very  plainly  appears  to  the  fame  general 
effeft  with  the  account  given  by  Abbe  Bairuel  in  the  i(t  part  of  his  Memoirs. 
It  is  confeiTed  by  M.  D'Alembert,  that  Voltaire  had,  though  the  writer  pro- 
f'elfcs  not  to  know  why,  a  great  averfion  to  being  buried  in  uncpnfecrated  ground, 
and  that  in  his  confeflion  of  faith,  which  he  wrote  with  his  ovm  hand,  and  which 
is  inferteii  at  length  by  Abbe  Barruel,  lie  went  further  than  his  friends  an  J  rela- 
tions approved.  If  we  can  believe  him,  Voltajrc,  from  the  ufe  of  opium,  was 
quite  delirious  from  the  end  of  April  to  his  death  on  the  30th  of  May  ;  except 
u-hen  he  ufed  two  Ihort  and  equivocal  phrafes,  v^'hich  M.  D'Alembert  interprets  in 
his  own  vv.'.v.  But  ni  all  that  time,  there  is  no  due£l  mention  of  more  than  one 
vifit  from  t".e  clergyman  of  his  pariOi,  and  that  on  the  day  of  his  death  ;  yet 
in  a  poftfcript,  the  fad  peeps  out,  that  tiiere  were  many  more  vjfits,  of  which  M. 
D'Alembert  fpecifies  nothing  ;  and  that  in  one  of  them,  the  fick  man  gave  25 
louJs  d'ors  to  be  diftributed  in  alms  among  the  poor  of  the  parifh.  It  is  dated 
alfo,  that  his  nephew  went  to  icich  the  juielt  on  the  day  of  his  death. 

Jidapts 
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adapts  his  panegyric  on  our  "  beau- 
"  tiful  fyilem,"  with  more  regard, 
in  many  *  obvious  inftances,  to  his 
own  favourite  pofition,  than  to  the 
truth ;  while  in  reality  the  excel- 
lence of  our  government,  con- 
fills  in  nothing  more  than  in  not 
being  what  he  reprefents  it  to  be, 
and  in  prefcrving  the  unity  (  f  the 
kingly  power,  which  pervades 
every  part,  but  in  every  part  is 
fubje£ted  to  efTeftual  checks  and 
limitations.  He  intimates,  at  the 
fiime  time,  that  we  do  not  actually 
enjoy  that  liberty  which,  according 
to  his  conception  of  our  laws,  ue 
ought,  and  fliows  himfelf  fully 
aware,  that  his  eulogies  on  our 
fuppofed  form  of  government  could 
not  but  operate  to  difcredit  that  of 
France.  Nor  is  this  all;  Throughout 
his  book,  he  is  perpetually  throwing 
forth  elementary  propofitions,  which 
he  feebly  attempts  to  circumfcribe 
and  bound,  but  which  fairly  lead  to 
confequences  much  beyond  what  he 
avowedly  draws  from  them. 

The  advantage  which  he  had 
thus  left  open,  was  feized  by  Rouf- 
feau.  The  baron  fprung  from  the 
nobility  of  the  robe,  and  himfelf 


filling  a  high  office  in  the  law, 
would  have  faved  his  own  order, 
and  the  magillracy  to  which  he 
belonged,  from  the  refills  of  his 
own  {peculations.  The  citizen  of 
Geneva,  born  in  a  low  fration,  and 
bred  an  aitilan,  felt  nothing  to  re- 
ftrain  him  from  going  to  the  utmoft 
extent  of  the  principle.  The 
former  was  guarded  and  plaufible, 
the  latter  was  bold  and  powerful. 
Triflingly  fuperlHtious,  yet  braving 
his  Maker t  and  Judge  with  a 
profligate  difplay  of  his  guilt ;  .1 
devout  communicant  |  of  the  Pro- 
tellant  church,  yet  an  unbeliever; 
denouncing  death  itfelf  to  atheifts, 
conneding  himfelf  with  the  chiets 
of  the  atheifts,  writing  his  Eloila 
for  the  purpofe  of  reconciling  them 
with  the  deilts,  then  quarrelling 
with  his  aflbciates,  becaufe  the/ 
wanted  him  to  employ  his  pea 
againfl  the  exiHence  of  a  God  §, 
which  after  all  he  profeflld  to 
doubt,  flying  from  them  to  a  dif- 
tant  retreat  in  a  fit  of  terror  and 
dcfpondency,  again  feeking  to  be 
received  by  them,  and  throughout, 
promoting  their  grand  fcheme  of 
deftrudion  ;   temperate  and   fober- 


*  It  may  be  proper  to  give  an  example.  Montefquieu  lays  it  down  ns  a 
firft  principle,  that  "  the  judiciary  power  ought  never  to  be  given  to  a  ftandiag 
**  fenate,"  and  alfo,  that  "  in  criminal  cafes,  the  acculed  ought  always  10  be 
*'  judged  By  his  peers."  He,  therefore,  takes  not  the  Icalt  notice  of  bills  of 
pains  and  penalties,  and  bills  of  att;)indcr,  nor  of  impeachments  before  the  lords, 
except  againlt  minillers,  though  cliarges  may  be  prcterred  in  that  court  againlt 
all  commoners,  for  all  high  criaics  and  niildemtanours  punifliablc  with  fine, 
imprifonment,  and  even  banidinient,  and  have  been  afiua'.ly  preferred  for  capital 
crimes.  The  judiciary  power  exercifed  by  that  [landing  fenate,  is  in  fact  the 
great  conllitutional  fecurity  for  the  due  exercife  of  all  otlier  judiciary  power,  by 
judges  and  juries  ;  antl  tlicre  is  a  itanding  coni'Tiitfee  of  the  houfc  of  cojinnons, 
to  inquire  into  the  coiulu(St  of  the  courts  of  juitice. 

-|-   See  his  own  Contcfilons. 

X  D'AJembert's  Letters  to  V^oltaire.     Letter  105,  A.  D.  1762. 

^  There  are  fome  new,  curious,   and  autlientic    documents,  jn  a  note  to  M. 

Audainers  Denonciation  aiix  Francois   Cuthoiiques,  page  21.     The  fiift  part  of 

that  pamphlet  contains  a  very  concife  but  able  and  fpirited  accourjt  of  Voltaire's 

confpiiacy,  to  the  fame  effect  with  Abbe  Barrgei's  mgre  complete  Inquiry.         , 

1  minded 
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minded  in  all  his  political  counfels, 
which  looked  towards  pradice,  yet 
in  Jill  his  theories,  for  ever  aicend- 
ing  beyond  the  foundation  of  civil 
fociety  ;  loving  the  arts  and  fcicn- 
ces,  living  by  them,  yet  libelling 
them  ail  his  life,  from  the  acci- 
dental circumftance  of  having  once 
gained  a  prize  by  taking  that  fide 
of  the  quelHon  ior  the  fake  of  fin- 
gularity  ;  choofing  always  to  ex- 
hibit the  romantic  and  extravagant 
in  morals  and  manners,  for  no  bet- 
ter reafon*  than  that  the  marvel- 
lous and  preternatural  in  machinery 
had  been  exhaufted  ;  with  a  heart 
full  even  of  morbid  fcnnbiUty,  yet 
hardened  to  the  bafeft  and  molt  un- 
feeling crimes ;  the  vainell  of  man- 
kind, yet  affedling  to  live  in  the 
moft  fecluded.  obfcurity ;  this  ex- 
traordinary man  delighted  in  pa- 
radoxes, and  was  himfelf,  from  his 
birth  to  his  death,  one  continued 
paradox.  His  Ityle  was  wonder- 
fully fafliioned  for  popular  effefl, 
lending  to  fophiftry  an  air  of  gra- 
vity and  importance,  intereiling 
the  heart  with  a  warm  and  impaf- 
fioned  but  vicious  eloquence,  and 
debauching  it  with  fpecious  and 
fedurtive  but  abufed  fentiment.  He 
had  altogether  a  vaft,  m.ighty,  and 
irregular  mind,  with  all  that  preg- 
nancy of  geniusy  which  is  moll 
nearly  allied  to  madnefs.  Whether, 
as  he  tells  us  in  his  preface,  he 
had  long  before  thrown  down  his 
thoughts  upon  paper,  with  a  view 
to  the  little  republic  of  his  native 
country,  and  afterwards  prepared 
them  for  the  prefs,  or  whether  he 
was  liimulated  by  the  glory  of 
Montefquieu  to  enter  into  the  lills 
with  him,  he  refolved,  in  his  Social 


Contraft,  to  mount  above  the  Spirit 
of  Laws.  lie  begins  by  all"erting> 
that  men,  though  born  free,  arc 
every  where  in  bondage  ;  he  ex- 
preisly  pronounces  Englifnmen,  ex- 
cept at  the  moment  of  a  general 
eleftion,  to  be  Jla-ves,  to  be  nothing. 
He  feems  to  tolerate  all  conllitu- 
tions,  yet  contends  for  principles 
on  which  none  ever  did,  or  ever 
could  Hand  ;  and  he  concludes  by 
pi  ofcribing  all  public  eftabliftiment 
of  divine  worfhip. 

The  lovers  of  wit  and  polits 
literature  were  caught  by  Voltaire; 
the  men  of  fcience  were  perverted, 
and  children  corrupted  in  the  firft 
rudiments  of  learning  byD'Alem.- 
bert  and  Diderot  ;  Itronger  appetites 
were  fed  by  the  fecret  club  of  baron 
Hoibach ;  the  im.aginations  of  the 
higher  orders  were  fet  dangeroufly 
afloat  by  Montefquieu  ;  and  the 
multitude  of  all  ranks  was  furprifed, 
confounded,  and  hurried  away  by 
RoulTeau.  There  were  many  mutual 
contradidlions  and  many  feif-inccn- 
fillencies  to  be  found  in  their  pro- 
ductions:  fuch  defeds  and  mifcar- 
riages,  however,  are  ufually  difre- 
garded  in  thofe  who  attack ;  they 
are  fatal  to  thofe  who  defend. 

The  defigns  of  thefe  public  dif- 
turbers  were  fure  of  receiving  a  de- 
gree of  collateral  fupport  from  dif- 
ferent bodies  of  men,  who,  though 
altogether  unconnedled  with  them, 
were  from  their  circum.ftances  natu- 
rally difpofed  to  fome  particular  in- 
novations. 

The  JanfeniUs  could  not  be  fup- 
pofed  averfe  from  fuch  a  change  in 
the  conftitution  of  the  church,  as 
would  ellablifh  their  tenets.  They 
had    alfo    found    adive    affiitance 


*  He  declared  this  to  a  perfon  cf  eminence  in  this  country,  when  he  cam.e  here 
with  Hume. 

from 
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fram  the  fchool  of  the  new  philo- 
fophv,  againii;  their  old  adverfaries 
the  Jefuits;  and  after  the  cxtiiKftion 
of  this  latter  order,  their  religious 
zeal,  no  longer  fanned  by  contention, 
gradually  cooled.  M.  Camus,  who 
took  a  very  prominent  part  in  the 
meafures  of  the  national  afleniblv, 
and  above  all  in  thcfe  relative  to 
the  church,  was  the  leader  of  the 
Janfenifts. 

The  Jews  were  numerous  and 
rich  in  fome  parts  of  France, 
cfpecially  in  Alface  and  Lorraine, 
where  a  confiderable  part  of  the 
landed  property  was  mortgaged  to 
them.  Little  efleemed  as  they  r.re 
in  moft  Chriftian  countries,  tliey 
were  ready  tofavour  any  alteration, 
becaufe  they  faw  in  it  only  a 
ehance  of  improving  their  con- 
dition. They  were  therefore  early 
taken  up  by  the  demago^es  of 
France,  as  they  were  later  by  thofe 
of  England,  during  our  troubles 
in  the  time  of  Charles  111.  and  the 
bifhop  of  Autun  became  their  pro- 
teftor  in  that  country,  as  Hugh 
Peters  was  in  this  *. 

The  Calvinillical  proteftants  of 
the  South,  formed  a  iVill  more  im- 
portant ftrength.  They  had  for- 
merly put  the  kingdom  itfelf  to  the 
hazard,  in  obllinate  and  bloody 
civil  wars.  The  difcipline  of  their 
church  has  always  been  fuppofed, 
and  clearly  mull  tend,  to  incline 
them  to  a  republican  form  of  go- 
vernment.    Nor  muil  it  be  diflcm- 


blcd  that,  from  whatever  reafon, 
the  mafs  of  protellant  diil"euters 
throughout  Europe  has  been  ia- 
fetfled,  in  more  than  juft  proportion 
to  their  numbers,  with  the  new 
dodrines.  Voltaire  early  courted 
thofe  of  France,  by  taking  up  the 
caule  of  the  unfortunate  Calas; 
and  from  a  policy  which  had  in  it 
no  real  kindnefs  for  them,  he  had 
ufed  all  his  influence  to  get  them  a 
complete  toleration,  twenty  years 
before  the  revolution.  This  was 
at  lad  done  by  his  fcholar  M,  de 
Brienne,  during  his  fhort  admini- 
ilration  in  1788.  The  part  which 
was  taken  by  their  chiefs  in  the 
aflembly,  Barnave  and  Rabaud  St. 
Etiennc,  and  the  calamitous  hif- 
tory  of  iNifaies,have  beenfufiiciendy 
detailed. 

There  was  befides  a  fecret  force, 
which  was  difperfed  over  all  France, 
Thefe  were  the  eled  of  certain  new 
orders  introduced  by  the  Frencli 
in  to  free  mafonryjV/hich  having  fome 
centuries  ago  been  tranfpianted 
from  France  into  F.ngland  f ,  and 
having  long  flouriihed  hers  as  a 
brotherhood  of  real  benevolence, 
or  at  leail  of  innocent  conviviality, 
is  faid  to  have  been  carried  back 
to  the  continent,  by  the  adherents 
to  the  unfortunate  houfe  of  Stuart- 
Out  of  two  hundred  and  eighty- 
nine  lodges  in  Fr.ance,  there  were, 
in  1784,  only  twenty-three  which 
kept  to  the  fimplicity  of  their 
original  inilitution ;   the  other  two 


*  Walker's  Anarchia  Anglicana,  parts,  page  60. 

•f-  It  is  fo  ftated  in  a  very  curious  paper  on  tiie  fu'hjc(5l,  written  by  ovir  Henry 
the  Vlth.  who  feems  to  have  Ijeen  a  brother,  and  pr^lerved  by  Leland  the  anti- 
quarian, at  the  command  of  Henry  VIII,  See  An.  Reg,  vol.  xv.  for  1772- 
SeleiSlions,  page  14.1.  This  moft  authentic  document  of  antiquity,  feems  whollv- 
to  have  efcaped  the  relcarches  both  of  Abbe  Barruel  and  Profe/Tor-  R.ohilbn. 
By  "  Petey  Govore,  the  Grecian,''''  there  mentioned,  is  evidently  meant  Pjtha' 
goras,  zccovd'mg  to  the  pronounciation  ot  his  French  name  Pjtbagora-^  and  the 
yenetians  feem  to  be  confounded  with  the  Pbefiiaans, 

X  hur.dred 
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hundred  and  fixty-fix  had  been 
remodelled,  and  were  united  under 
the  name  of  the  gra/id  Orient  *. 

In  the  interior  mafonry  of  tJiis 
fyllem,  the  cullomarv  words  and 
iigns  of  the  craft  underwent  a  dif- 
ferent explanation,  and  were  all 
turned  againft  the  altar  and  the 
throne.  The  principal  members  in 
Paris  were,  the  duke  de  la  Roche- 
fouc.iuk,  his  preceptor  Cor.dorcet, 
Abbe  Syeyes,  Mirabeau,  La  Fay- 
ette, the  bifliop  of  Autun,  Petion, 
and  other  leaders  of  the  revolution  : 
The  duke  of  Orleans  was  grand 
mafter.  Some  of  the  fpeeches  oflici- 
ally  made  to  thefe  lodges  by  brother 
orators  (the  moft  diiiinguifhed  of 
whom  were  Mirabeau  and  Robinet, 
a  difciple  of  V^oltaire's  fchool)  have 
been  printed  ;  they  are  filled  with 
the  fame  principles  and  language 
with  which  the  national  allembly 
afterwards  rcfounded.  The  con- 
nexion of  this  fraternity  with  the 
events  of  the  revolution,  was  early 
manifefied.  When,  after  the  tak- 
ing of  the  Baftile,  Louis  was  ad- 
vifed  to  make  a  public  entry  into 
Paris,  they  for  the  firfl  time  openly 
performed  one  of  their  folemn  ce- 
remonies in  the  lace  of  day:  on 
his  alighting  from  his  carriage  at 
the  manfion  houfe,  thoufands  of 
drawn  fwords  were  crofi'ed  over  his 
head,  and  he  pafled  under  them  to 
the  top  of  the  ftair-cafe,  v/here  he  was 
met  by  M.  Bailly,  the  mayor.  This 
is  known  to  be  the  higheft  honour 
of  mafonry,  and  is  called  the  Jrch 
of  J}  eel  f  ;  but  whether    the   com- 


pliment  was  paid  to  the  king,  or  to 
fome  of  tlie  fuperior  rnafons  who  at- 
tended him,  has  been  juflly  doubted. 
Literature,  in  France,  was  ella- 
blilhed  as  a  diftinft  and  knowri 
profellion.  From  the  univerfal  pre- 
valence of  their  language  through- 
out Europe,  the  men  of  letters 
ranked  higher,  and  were  much 
more  J  numerous  there,  than  in  other 
countries.  The  majority  of  them 
followed,  as  to  acquire  fame  or 
emolument  they  ever  mufl:,  the 
fafhion  of  the  day  ;  very  few  indeed 
could  afpire  to  give  their  own  di- 
rection to  public  tarte  :  each  of 
courfe  copied,  as  well  as  he  was 
able,  that  reigning  model  which 
was  moft  congenial  to  his  own  qua- 
lifications. But  RouHeau  had  moft 
imitators,  as  in  him  was  lefs  of 
learning,  and  his  popular  excellen- 
cies were  of  a  kind  which  could  be 
moft  nearly  reached  by  a  xvarm 
imagination,  quick  feelirg,  and  a 
natural  rhctoricki  Some  little  time 
before  the  revolution,  their  long 
impunity  and  increafmg  credit  gave 
them  frelh  confidence ;  their  publi- 
cations became  more  daring,  and 
Condorcet  thought  it  a  fit  feaibn  to 
remove  the  veil  with  which  his 
mafter  had  for  years  covered  his 
machinations:  he  printed,  in  17S5, 
Voltaire's  private  correfpondence 
with  the  members  of  the  club  at 
baron  Holbach's,  and  his  other  con- 
fidential friends  and  fellow  labour- 
ers in  the  csufe  of  impiety,  liceu- 
tioufnefs,  and  rebellion.  After- 
wards, when  the  revolution  in  its 


*  See  Abbe  Barruel's  Memoirs,  part  7,.  chap.  8,  9,  10,  11  ;  and  fee  alfcj, 
mere  particulaily,  ProtefTor  Robilon's  Proofs  of  a  Conlpiracy,  chaj).  4. 

\  See  M.  Montjoye's  I'Ami  du  Roi,  011  Hiftoire  de  la  Revolution  dc  France, 
Sec.  quatrieme  paiiie,  page  40.  The  fa6l  could  alfo  be  proved  from  iinqueC- 
tionable  private  authcrity.  ProfelTor  Robifon,  prige  387,  mentions  another  fail 
of  the  fame  kind,  unlefs  it  be  a  niillakeof  the  occallon. 

X  See  An.  Reg.  vol.  xxxii.  1790,  Hill.  Art.  p.  10  ar.d  11. 
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outfet  took  off  every  reftriftion  from 
the  prefs,  there  was  not  a  writer 
who  did  no:  apply  all  his  ta- 
lents to  politics.  News  -  papers 
fprang  up  every  day,  with  a  fe- 
cundity never  known  in  any  other 
country.  There  was  hardly  a  mem- 
ber of  note  in  the  adcmbly,  who 
was  not  concerned  in  one  or  more 
of  them,  and  France  became  for  a 
period  an  empire  of  journalills,  who 
poured  forth,  without  referve,  the 
uadilguifed  refult  of  all  wiiich  had 
been  taught  with  (o  much  manage- 
ment by  the  hrll  corrupters  of  pub- 
lic opinion. 

Tile  leading  notions  of  the  three 
great  parties,  into  which  the  revo- 
lutionills  of  the  national  aflembly 
may  be  divided,  can  be  generally 
traced  to  fome  or  other  of  the  au- 
thorities which  have  been  named. 
The  moderate  party,  which,  under 
Mounier,  was  luffered  to  have  con- 
fiderable  fuay  at  the  beginning, 
confided  of  well-intentioned  but 
weak  theorilts,  who  were  advocates 
for  two  inftead  of  three  chambers 
In  the  dates-general,  and  proftfled 
to  be  warm  admirers  of  the  Eng- 
li(h  coaftitution.  Thefe  feein  not 
to  have  carried  their  views  beyond 
Montefquieu.  They  were  ul'ed  to 
put  the  revolution  in  motion,  and 
then  broken  to  pieces,  and  driven 
away  with  fcorn  and  derifir-n. 

The  bulk  of  the  afTembly,  com- 
prehending all  thofe  who,  though 
from  jealoufy  and  envy  they  at  times 
quarrelled  among  themfelves  for  the 
pre-eminence,  yet  concurred  on  the 
whole  in  the  outline  of  the  conlli- 
tution,  adopted  the  lentiments  of 
the  philofophiuil  cabal,  which  form- 
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ed  what  might  be  denominated  the 
ariftocracy    of    French    literature. 
Like    Voltaire,    D'Alembert,   and 
Diderot,  they  frequently  railed   io 
unmeafured  terms   at  monarchs    as 
tyrants,  and  at  monarchy  as  tyranny 
in  i[s  very  eflence :  yet  at  the  bot- 
tom they  were,  perhaps,  not  fo  de- 
firous  to  annihilate  kings,  as  to  aet 
a    permanent   controul    and    domi- 
nion over  them.     Their  principles, 
fairly  purfued,  would  have  led  them 
any  length  ;  but  they  felt  the  doubt 
of  the  rich  Helvetius,  and  they  fet- 
tled it  by  his  compromife,  that  «  a 
"  king  ought  to  be  nothing  but  the 
♦'  firll  clerk  of  the  nation.  *"    This 
was  the  exad  defcription  of  their 
monarchy.     In  the  details  of  their 
conftituilon,    where    Voltaire    and 
his    immediate    aflbciatcs   deferted 
them,  they  chiefly  borrowed   from 
the    refinements    of    Montefquieu ; 
they   profefT'ed  indeed   to    keep  in 
view   the    Englifli   and    American 
conftltutions,  but   it    was    only    to 
hold  them  forth  as  foils   to  their 
own  intended  malter-piece  of  poli- 
tical   architecture;    and    for     their 
ground-plot,  they  took  thofe  me- 
taphyfical     opinions,    which    were 
common  to  all  the  revolutionifts  of 
France,  but   upon  the  application 
of  which,  they  were  fo  often  at  va- 
riance with  each  other  and  them- 
felves.   With  rt-gard  to  the  church, 
the  track   of  their  policy  was   the 
fame  which  had  been  marked  out 
by   D'Alembert,  "  to  deftroy  the 
"  orthodox  Catholics   by  the  Jan- 
"  fenilts,  then  to  delboy  the  Janfe- 
"  nillb  by  means  of  the  Proteftants, 
"  and    an   univerfal  toleration  ;  to 
"  introduce    the  marriage   of  tlie 


*  "  S'il  nous   faut  abfolument   des  Rols,  aumoins  faut-il  nous  fouvenir  qu'un 
)i  ne  devroit  eti'e  autre  chofc  que  le  pranier  commit  di  fa  nation^     "  Helvtt.  de 

[0]  «  clergy. 
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'*  clergy,  abolifh  confeffion,  and  of  the  majority  have  thought  in- 
"  crufh  the  chriftian  religion  before  compatible  with  their  conrtirution  ; 
*'  its  danger  was  perceived  *."  The  and  they  particularly  gloried  in  the 
fcholars  mull  be  preiumed  to  have  ftatue  and  other  public  honours  de- 
known  their  own  mnller.  "Voltaire  creed  to  the  memory  of  their  teacher 
was  the  next  afcer  IVIirabeau,  whofe  and  guide. 

aihes  the  majority  thought  worthy  The   duke   of   Orleans,    having 

of  being  depofited  in  the  new  Pan-  little  comparative  influence  within 

theon,  whither  they  were  brought  the  afTembly,  but  aduating,  and  ac- 

with  a  triumph  as  indecent  as  his  tuated  by,  a  numerous  faction  of  the 

funeral  had  been  ignominious.  mod  defperate    kind    abroad,    fa*v 

The  third  party,   compai;atively  po  fcope  for  his  ambition,  without 


fmall,  but  energetic,  was  that  to 
which  Roberfpierre  belonged.  He 
was  from   the  firft,  like   Rouffeau, 


the  deftrudion  of  the  monarch  and 
the  prefervation  of  fome  fort  of 
monarchy.    The  firft  was  indifpen- 


whofe  writings  he  diligently  lludied    fable  to  •  his  views ;   of  the  fecond 
and  perpetually  cited,  a  dellHcal  re-     his  fituation  compelled  him  to  take 
publican.      If  he   ever   feemed   to     the  chance.     He  had  for  his  iHllru- 
compromife  any  thing,  it  was  from     ments,  all   over  the  kingdom,  the 
that  waywardnefs,  with  which   his     eledl  of  the  interior  mafonry,  who, 
connexions  complained  that  he  for-     on  their  admiffion,  are  faid  to  be 
ever  threw  himfeltacrofs  their  mea-    proved,  by  trials  that  outrage  hu- 
fures,  or  the  perfonal   timidity  to     man    nature  ;    in     Paris,    by    his 
which  they  imputed  his  retirement,    hired   emiflaries,  he  commanded  a 
in   every  critical   effort  of  hazard-    mutinous  foldiery,    whom   he    had 
ous    violence.     Petion  and    Buzot    corrupted  at  an  enormous  expence ; 
were  more  fure  and  Heady,  though     he  kept  in  pay  the   moll  feditious 
lefs     working     and     pertinacious,     of  the    ftreet-haranguers,  and   the 
That  party  had  no  fixed  plan  of    moll  profiigate  of  the  writers ;  and 
any  thing  deferving  the  name  of  a    he  cheaply  bought,  when  occafion 
conllitution :  with  them,  the  many     required   it,  the  moft  turbulent  of 
were  all  in  all,  and  could  not  divell     the  populace.     With   the  afliilance 
themfelves  for  a  fingle  hour  of  the     of  all  thefe,  by  applaufes  aud  hifles 
fovereignty,  or  of' the  right  to  ex-     from  the  galleries,  by  tumults  at  the 
ercife  it  according   to   mere  arbi-    doors  of  the  aflembly,  by  riots  at  the 
trary    will    and    pleafure.      They     palace,  he  from  time  to  time  over- 
had  the  fame  advantage  over  their    awed  the   government,  and  Hifled 
competitors    for    popularity,    that     whatever  might  have  been  other- 
Rouffeau  had   over    Montefquieu;     wife  faintly  heard,  of  decency,  virtue 
they  were  always  ready  to  pufh  on    or  wifdom,  in  the  legiflative  body, 
their  common  principles  to  all  the     His    anarchical     power    might   at 
confequences,  of  which  the  others    more  than  one  junfture  have  been 
Hopped    fhort.     Accordingly,    we    crufhed,  had  not  they  who  faw  it 
have  feen   them    frequently  extort    levelled     at     themfelves    as    well 
points  conformable  with  the  pofi-     as    their  prince,    been    implicated 
«icns  of  RoulTeau,  which  the  leaders    in    pradices    of   a    fimilar    kind. 


*  D'AIembert's  Letters  to  Voltaire,  Letter  loo. 
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though  lefs  atrocious  in  degree. 
They  threw  a  veil  over  his  treafons, 
becaufe  they  did  not  like  an  en- 
quiry into  their  own.  They  could 
not  puni(h  the  prophane  leftures 
and  irreverent  exhibitions  of  his 
hirelings,  becaufe  they  were  them- 
felves  filently  Tapping  the  founda- 
tion of  the  chriftian  religion.  Nor 
could  they  exprefs  abhorrence  at 
that  total  depravation  of  morals  and 
manners,  which  his  faction  was 
carrying  to  its  height,  in  all  modes 
and  by  all  ways,  becauie  they  them- 
felves  held  up  to  rcfpefl  and  hoi^our, 
men  who  for  years  had  notorioufly 


[2IX 

the  mulatto'deputles  to  the  aflembly, 
Fleury  and  Hirondelle  Viard,  hav- 
ing clandeftinely  returned  to  the 
ifland  after  the  infurredion  of  Oge, 
imported  thither  all  the  artifices  ufed 
by  the  demagogues  of  Paris.  They 
diftributed  libels  and  incendiary 
publications  of  every  kind,  and  pro<» 
vided  perfons  to  read  them  in  pri« 
vate  meetings  of  the  flaves,  who 
could  not  read ;  all  was  fummed 
up  in  one  favourite  expreffion  from 
Roberfpierre,  "  perijh  the  colonies^ 
"  rather  than  one  of  our  principles" 
More  immediately  to  excite  them  to 
open  revolt  againlt  their  matters,  the 


employed  the  fame  horrible  engine  of    king's  name  was  employed,  as  it  be 


evil.  The  great  mafs  of  the  pea- 
fantry,  from  their  more  pious  liabits, 
and  the  circumllances  of  their  con- 
dition, efcaped  v/iili  {lighter  conta- 
mination, but  it  deeply  tainted  all 
the  young  and  a£live  minds  in  the 
cities  and  great  towns ;  nor  has 
there  been  any  thing  in  the  v/hole 
courfe  of  the  revolution,  which  has 
done  fuch  lading,  if  not  incurable 
injury,  as  the  licentioufnefs  fo  fylle- 
matically  communicated.  Whatever 
ravage  is  made  in  the  natural  v/crld 
may  be  fcon  repaired  ;  in  the  moral 
world  the  good  and  laudable  ha- 
bits of  a  people  are  the  growth  of 
ages. 

The  diliance  of  the  colonies  did 
not  fave  them  from  the  infection, 
which  there  operated,  in  a  manner, 
if  poffible,  ftill  more  affliiiling,  as 
it  more  generally  met  with  unci- 
vilized and  favage  natures.  While 
the  affeinjlly  was  confidering  how 
laws  Ihould  in  future  be  made  for 
Saint  Domingo,  that  valuable  pol- 
feifion  was  exhibiting  the  moft  hi- 
deous caricature  of  the  revolution 
ifl  the  mother-country.     Two  of 


fore  had  been  in  France  •  to  inflame 
the  populace  and  the  peafahtry 
againlt  the.  nobles  and  priells,  but 
efpecially  againll  the  former.  It  was 
indu'^riouily  cliiScminatcd,  that  the 
king  h-'.d  given  liberty  to  the  negroes 
through  the  iniluencc  of  Abbe  Gre- 
goire ;  but  t;iat  the  white  colonics 
withheld  the  boon  which  had  thus 
been  granted  to  them.  Gregoire  was 
ia  confequence  confidered  by  them 
as  their  patron,  and  by  a  plcafanc 
miltake,  fom.t  of  them,  in  lionour  of 
him,  wore  leaden  medals  repre- 
feniing  the  C-itholic  Saint  of  the 
fame  r.ame.  The  revolt  broke  out 
on  the  night  between  the  22d  and 
23d  of  Auguit,  and  was  marked  ia 
its  comraeacement  with  the  fame 
ingratitude,  which  too  often  en- 
hanced the  guilt  of  bloodlhed  in  the 
mother-country.  The  firft  perfoa 
of  any  diilinftion  who  fell,  wa«  M. 
Odeluc,  member  of  the  general  af- 
fembly,  and  the  attorney  of  M. 
Galifet's  eftates,  on  all  which  the 
treatment  of  the  Haves  had  been  £b 
eminently  mild,  humane,  and  pa- 
ternal, that  it  was  at  the  Cape  a 


•  Ann,  Reg.  vol.  xxxli.  1790.    Hlft.  Art.  page  J5« 

[0]  z  proverbial 
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proverbial  mode  of  exprefling  any 
man's    happinefs,  to    fny,   that   he 
was  as  happy   as  one  or  Galifet's 
negroes.     Among  his  afTaflins,  M. 
Odeinc  perceived  his  coachman  :  "  I 
*'   have  ever  treated  you  with  kind- 
*'  nefs,"  faid   he,    "  why   do   you 
'*  feek  mv  death?"  "true"  replied 
the  hardened  wretch,  "  but  I  have 
*'  proinifcd   to  cut  your   throat ;" 
and    inflantly   the  whole  ganjr  of 
ilaves  rufiied  in,  and  murdered  their 
benefaftor.      About   twenty  white 
perfons,  nearly  all  prefcnt,  perifhed 
with  him.     Another  principal  place 
where   the  infurreftion  appeared  at 
the  fame  rime,  was  the  plantation 
of  M.  Flaville.     The  attorney  who 
refided  there  owed  his  death,  and 
the    colonies    attributed    all    their 
miferies,  to  his  gentle  and  merciful 
difpofition.       About     eight     days 
before,  a  negro  had  been  detefted 
in   fetiing   fire    to  an  out-building 
beloi^ging    to     M.  Chabaud  ;     the 
man,  on'hia   examination,  gave  in- 
telligence of  a   plot   for   a  general 
conflagration     and    maffacre,    and 
pointed    out,    as    principal    ring- 
leaders,   four  negroes  of  M.   Fla- 
ville's.  Acquainted  with  this  charge, 
the  attorney   had    fo  much   conri- 
dence  in  the  attachment  which  he 
had  deferved  from  thofe  under  his 
management,     that    he     aflembled 
them,  told   them  of  the  accufation 
and    his  own  dilbelief,    urged   the 
enormity    of    fuch    a    crime,  and 
offered  his   own  head  as  an  atone- 
ment, if  lie  had  injured  any  of  them. 
With  one  voice  they  anfwe red  that 
the  rtory  was  a  grofs  calumny,  and 
fwore    aloud  inviolable  fidelity  to 
him.     They  now  kept  their  oath, 
by  burlling  into  the  bed  chambers 
of  his  family,  murdering  five,  and 
him  among  them,  in  the  prefence  of 
his  wife,  who  on  her  knees  in  vain 


implored  mercy  for  him,  and  who 
then,  in  mockery  of  her  forrow,  was 
informed  that  fhe  and  her  daugh- 
ters ihould  be  fpared,  to  ferve  their 
pleafures.  Thefe  particulars  were 
related  by  a  youth  of  fixteen,  the 
only  male  who  efcaped  alive,  though 
with  two  wounds.  The  murderers 
then,  throwing  down  their  weapons, 
took  torches,  anS  foon  every  thing 
on  the  fpot  was  in  a  bl^?ze,  Jt  was 
the  appointed  lignal.  All  the 
neighbouring  gangs  inllantly  ftart- 
ed  to  arms.  Wherever  were  any 
wliite  inhabitants,  there  were  fo 
many  viftims  immolated.  Men, 
women,  the  young  and  the  old, 
expired  indifcriminately  under  the 
unrelenting  fury  of  the  aflafiins. 
Troops  marched  from  the  Cape, 
but  fituling  the  numbers  continually 
increafe  againft  them,  and  re- 
ceiving a  feigned  fubmiffion  from 
one  camp  againft  x^fhich  their  ar- 
tillery was  pointed,  they  returned 
to  the  town  for  a  reinforcement. 
The  rcvoiters  availed  thcmfelvts 
of  the  interval,  to  fill  up  the  mea- 
fure  of  tlieir  devaltation.  The 
comm.unication  with  the  town  w.as 
interrupted.  The  flames  gained 
ground  on  all  fides.  The  adj.-icent 
diflrifts  prefented  to  the  view 
nothing  but  heaps  of  aflies  and 
mangled  carcafes.  The  governor 
and  the  general  aflembly  knew  not 
how  to  ad  ;  they  had  in  the  town 
but  3,000  men  at  moll,  to  keep  in 
check  15,000  black  inmates  rer.dy 
to  follow  the  example  of  thofe 
without,  and  many  ill-difpofed 
mulattoes  and  Europeans.  Jt  was 
not  for  a  confiderable  fpace  of 
time  that  they  dared  to  fend  out 
troops,  and  then  only  two  fmall 
parties,  which  however,  having 
formed  a  jundion  with  fome  planters 
and  otlieis  whp  had  taken  up  arms 

ia 
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in  their  defence,  gained  feveral  im-         M.  B!in,  an  officer  of  police,  was  f 
portant  advantages  over  the  infiir-     nailed  to  a  gate,  and  his  limbs  loppeci 
gents,  though  they  could  not  wholly     away  one  by  one.     M.  Robert,  ths 
fubdue    tliem.     Meanwhile  the  ne-     carpenterofM.  Galifet's  plantation, 
gro  force  had  increafed  to  100,000     was   ti^d  between  two  planks,  and 
men,  who,  beaten   in   one  quarter,     deliberately  fawn  afunder.     Many 
fpread  themfc-lves  into  another,  till     plr.nters  were  bound  to  green  trees, 
they  had   rilled   with  carnage  and     and  in   tfiat  fnuation   burnt  alive; 
defolation  much  the  greater  part  of     others  were  flead  alive  to  make  drum- 
the  northern  province.  The  falfe  ufe     heads   of  their  flclns.    Infants  were 
which  had  been  made  of  the  king's     commonly  flaughtered    before   the 
name,  favcd  the   lives  of  one  or  two     eyes  and  clinging  to  the  hofoms  of 
perfons    who    were  in  his  fervice.     their  mothers,  and  a  white  child  im- 
But  that  circumilance  has  fince  been     paled  on  a   ftake,  ferved  the  mur- 
applied    to    furnilh    an  infinuation     derersof  M.  Odeluc  for  a  ftandard. 
againll  theroyalifts.asif  they.mcan-     One  of  the  rebel  chiefs,  is  reported 
ing    by   fuch  a  hazardous  fi>5lion  to     to  have  had  the  throats  of  feveral 
ferve    their  own  party,  would  have     prifoners  cut   in  his  prcfence,  that 
given  the  credit  of  the  king's  fap-     he   might  drink   their  blood    frcfh 
pofed  grace  to  their  bitter  enemy,     and  reeking.    Another  carried  about 
the  Abbe  Gregoire!  There  was  not  '  with  him  fifty  white  women,  whom 
a  word  glancing  at  any  connexion     he  fubjefted  by  force  to  brutalities, 
with  the  royal  caufe,    in  the   e.va-     which  no  narrative  ofthefe  abomi- 
minatioas   and  confeffions    of   the     nable    fcencs  has   found   words   to 
murderers    who     were    taken   and     defcribe,  or  even  to  intimate  with 
brought  to  juitice.    They  pointed  *     any  precifion  :    We  can  guefs  only 
more  truly  to  the  real  fource  of  the     from    that    which    has    not    been 
mifchief :   "  he  was  not,"  faid  the     thought    loo  bad   to  be   difclofed. 
prifoners,  "  a  bad  or  a  cruel  man  ;     In    fome    intlances,     we    are   told 
we  killed  him  for   the  fake  of  the      that    an     affedionate     wife     was 
nation.     They    have    laboured    in     flretched  on   the  mangled  body  of 
France  to  give  us  freedom."  a  beloved  huiL'ud,  and  there  vjo- 

The  crimes  committed  in  this  lated  by  the  fiive  whom  his  m.urder- 
ftruggle  for  the  French  rights  of  ed  malter  had  mod  dillinguiflied  by 
man,  are  fhocking  in  the  recital,  but  kindnefs.  On  other  occalions,  a 
they  are  due,  as  a  dreadful  leflon,  to  tender  father,  bound  hand  and  foot, 
the  world  and  poilerity.  was    condemned     to    behold    hi-s- 

*  Memoire  fur  la  Situation  de  Saint  Doniingue,  a  I'Epoqii^  (!e  Jan.  1792, 
page  13.  This  publication  is  ligned  by  M.  CornnL-r,  who  had  been  deputy  from 
the  colonies  in  the  fin't  alfemhly. 

f  This  circumftance  is  taken  from  the  Mot  cle  Verite,  page  5,  pubiiflied  at 
Paris,  in  December  17  91,  by  M- Buillio,  who  was  jult  then  arrived  from  St. 
Domingo.  The  rell  ot  this  hideous  catalogue  is  from  a  Ipecch  of  the  deputies 
fent  purpofely  from  St.  Domingo,  at  the  bar  of  the  national  aflembly,  30th  No- 
vember J  and  M.  Cormier's  Memoir  quoted  above.  Mi'.  Edwards  relates  many 
of  tlie  fame  faJfs  in  iiis  6th  chapter,  and  tells  us,  page  88,  that  he  had  fomc  9^ 
them  from  an  eye  witnefs. 

[0]  3  daughters 
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daughters  deflov.'ered  ;  who  in  their 
turn,  air.idll  the  lamentations  of 
their  own  fuiferlngs  and  difgrace, 
were  compelled  to  fee  him  ex- 
pire in  torture,  and  were  then 
butchered  upon  his  bleedii;g  re- 
mains. P.!any  wOmen,  liaving  pro- 
voked death  by  rcfillance,  fatis- 
fied  with  their  flefli  the  cannibal 
appetites  of  the  inhuman  wretches 
whofe  luil  they  had  defrauded. 

Nor    did    the    ferocity  of  their 
ratnres,  ftimulated  as  they  were  by 
the  new  principles,  fliew  itfclf  only 
againil    thofe    whom    they     con- 
fideredas  their  enemies,  but  againft 
their  confederates,    their  country- 
men, and  kindred.     Such  of  their 
own    race    as  declined  joining  in 
their  exceffes,  they  frequently  feiz- 
ed  and   roafted   by  the   next   lire. 
They  were  fometimes  feen  placing 
in  the  front  of  the  battle  old  men, 
women,  and  infants,  to  parry  the 
firft    ftiock     of    their    adverfaries. 
When   they  were  in  want  of  fur- 
geons,  they  confined  their  wounded 
in  a  hut,  and  fet  it  on  fire.     Their 
different  chiefs  were  always  at  bit- 
ter enmity  with  each  otlier ;  they 
commanded   fo  many  parties,   al- 
ways ready  for  mutual  deftrudtion; 
they  exercifed  over  their  followers 
an  abfolute  defpotifm  and  unparal- 
leled tyranny  ;  their  claims    to  fu- 
periority,  were  outrages  of  nature  : 
befide  many  inllances   of  mulatto 
children  having   aflaffinated    their 
fathers,  it  is  related  of  a  negro  ge- 
neral, that  having   killed  with  his 
own  hand,  not  only  his  mafter,  but 
his   own   father,  his   brothers,  his 


wife,  and  his  children,  he  pre- 
fented  the  dead  bodies  to  his  ac- 
complices, as  the  proofs  of  his 
courage,  and  his  titles  to  their  con- 
fidence. 

Before    the    period    when    the 
national      afiembly     difiblved     it- 
ie'.f,     authentic     information     had 
been     received     by    the    govern- 
ment of  St.   Domingo,   that  pro- 
perty   had   been  deftroyed   to  the 
anvount   of  more  than  twenty-five 
millions  l^erling;  above  two  thou- 
fa.Kl  white  inhabitants  had  periflied 
niifcrably ;  and  at  leall  fifteen  thou- 
fand   of  the  infurgento  themfelves 
had  fallen,  lefs  by  the  defpair  to 
which  they  had   diiven  the   colo- 
nilb,  than   by  their    own  internal 
jealoufies,  and  the  barbarity  of  the 
leaders  whom  they  had  cholen.     It 
is  a  melancholy  faft,  that  the  (laves 
who  had  been  moll  kindly  treated 
by    their    mailers,   were   generally 
obferved  to  be  the  very  foul  of  this 
no  lefs   perfidious   than  bloody  in- 
furreftion.     Yet,  for  the  honour  of 
human  nature,  it  *   Ihould  be  alfo 
known,  that  fome  were  found,  who, 
at  the   rilk  of  their  lives,  rejedled 
with  difdain  all  attempts  to  feduce 
them,  and  that  their  integrity  was 
rewarded  a?  it  deferved,  by  liberty 
conferred  with  the  moft  public  ana 
honourable  folemnity. 

Unfortunately  for  the  fubfequent 
fettlemcnt  of  peace  in  the  colony, 
fome  troops  of  the  mulattoes,  who 
had  notorioufly  favoured  the  ne- 
groes, extorted  from  the  difmay 
and  diftrefs  of  the  coloniils,  an  a» 
greement,  in  which  they  were  not 


*  Mr.  Edwards  has  given  us  a  very  interefting  account  of  the  efcape  of  Mon- 
fieur  and  _ Madame  Eaillon,  with  then-  family;  but  it  were  to  be  wiflied,  that  he 
had  mentioned  his  authority,  as  all  the  leading  circumftances  which  he  relates, 
are  very  nearly  tlie  reverfe  of  the  ft«y  told  by  the  deputies  of  the  colony,  at  the 
har  of  the  French  legiflative  affembly. 

contented 
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contented  to  exact  the  admiHion  of 
their  own  prctenfions,  but  loaded  the 
government  with  an  obloquy,  which 
only  could   have   been   lanflioned 
from   tsrror.      It  was   figned   the 
I  ith  of  September,  and  befide  ftipu- 
lating  for  the   adoption  of  the  de- 
cree which   the   national   affembly 
had  paiTed  in   thsir  behalf  on  the 
15th  of  May,  pronounced  the  con- 
demnation of  Oge  to  be  *  "    /'//- 
"  famous,   ajid  ivorthy  of  being  de- 
**  'voted  to  all  contemporary  and  future 
*'  execratioHi'^  words  literally  taken 
from  a  letter   of  Abbe  Gregoire. 
In  confequence,  on  the  20th  of  Sep- 
tember, very  few  days   before  the 
national   afiembly  in  France  repeal- 
ed   their  decree   of    the    15  th    of 
May,  the    colonial  affembly  pub- 
lifhed  a  proclamation,  promifing  to 
carry  it  into  execution,  and  holding 
forth  indilHnftly  fome  ulterior  in- 
dulgencies  to  the  mulattoes.     But 
the  repeal  again  ripping  open  the 
whole  qucllion,  the  white  colonifts 
foon  found  their  agreement  to   be 
vitiated    by   the   force,    of  which 
it     bore     evident    marks   on    the 
very  face  of  it ;  and  the  revocation 
of  a  meafure  which  had  been  the 
immediate  caufeof  a  rebellion,  only 
led  to  new   fufpicions,  animofities, 
and  dillurbances. 

We  mull  now  turn  our  eyej  to 
the  conduft  of  the  affembly  towards 
foreign  nations.  That  confpiracy 
againll  the  ancient  order  of  things, 
which  had  been  carried  on  long 
before  the  re^gytion,  was  not  con- 
fined to  Fcance,  but  had  its  rami- 
fications in  various  parts  of  Eu- 
rope, efpecially  in  the  adjacent 
countries.     Sovereign  princes  and 


flates   favoured  it  againd  religion, 
wiihout  perceiving  the   danger  to 
their   own  refpetflive  governments. 
Frederick  the    Great,   though    he 
was   afterwards    the   firft    to   take 
alarm,  had  at  one  time  given  his 
confent  for  the   ellablifliment  of  a 
colony,  projected  by   Voltaire,   at 
Cleves.    The  prince  of  Heffe  Caflel 
too,  is  laid  to  have  offered  his  pro- 
te£^:;on  on  the  fame  occafion.    But 
there  foon  arofe  in  .Germany  a  na- 
tive fociety,  by  whom  the  French 
philoiophers,  at  an  advanced  period 
of  maturity,  were  not  afhamed  of 
being  inftrufled,     Thefe  were  the 
llluminatedy    as  they   called    them- 
felves ;   a    kind  of  fecret  order  in- 
grafted   on    f;ee    mafonry.      The 
Germojis    received   this  latter  ^n- 
ftitution,  indifputably,  from   thefe 
kingdoms.    impoHor  fuceeded  im- 
poRor,    holding    out    the   promife 
of  new  myfteries  to  be  revealed,  and 
fporting  with  the  credulity  of  the 
brethren  to    his    own   emolument. 
Religious    doftriaes,    politics,    al- 
chemy,   and    myiHcifm    of   every 
kind,  at  different  times,  feparated 
th«  lodges  into  parties  and  faftions ; 
but  .thefe  only  added  a  mofe  lively 
intereft  to   the  craft,  and  a  grand 
mafler    became    in  fome  places  a 
charadler    of   greater    importance 
than  the  prince.     During  the  feven 
years  war,   fome    French  officers, 
who  were  prifoners  at  Berlin,  are 
faid   to  have  introduced  there  the 
interior  mafonry  of  their  own  coun- 
try, which  in   Germany  was  deno- 
minated the  Ecleftic  fyftem. 

Munich,  among  other  places,  had 
one  of  thefe  lodges,  which  had  re- 
ceived its  patent  from  Berlin,  but 


•  M.  Cormier's  Memoir,  page  19.  Mr,  B.Edwards  feems  not  to  have  feen 
the  Concordat,  as  ihe  agreeni'viu  was  called  j  at  leaft  he  does  not  take  any  notice 
oi  this  remarkable  part, 

[0]  4  formed 


2i6]     ANNUAL   REGISTER,    1792. 


formed  to  itfelf  a  particular  confti- 
tution,  in   confequence  of  inftruc- 
tion  from  Lyons,    in   France  ;  and 
among  the  principal  members,  were 
moll  of  the  profeflbrs  in  the   uni- 
verfity  of  Munich.  Dr.  Adam  Wei- 
Ihaupt,  profeHbr  of  canon  law,  was 
of   the    number,    and    he    became, 
in  1776,  the  legiflator  of  the  new 
order    of    the    lUujmnated,    which 
feems  to  have  been  firft  projefted  by 
an    Italian    adventurer,   the   Mar- 
quis   di    Coftanza,  and  a  German 
baron    of   the    name    of  Knigge. 
Nothing  could  be  better  contrived 
than  their   plan  for  obtaining  uni- 
verfal     influence     and    dominion. 
They    chofe    from    a    lodge    fuch 
a  perfon    as  they  judged  httefl  for 
their  purpofe,  and  if  he  exprefied  a 
defire  to  become  a  candidate  for  ad- 
million  among  them,  he  was  put  on  a 
courfe  of  infhuiflion  and  probation, 
under  the  title  of  a  miner val,  for 
three  years,  during  all  which  time 
he  knew  nothing  perfonally  of  the 
fuperiors,  except  his  appointed  tutor, 
•who  was   ilyled   his   Mentor.       In 
this  way  they  foon  formed  a  picked 
body   of  mafons,  difperfe'.'  over  all 
the    lodges    in     Germanv.     They 
ufed  aUo  nearly  the  fame  arts  as 
Voltaire   and  his    confederates,   to 
work  upon  public  opinion ;  and  in 
this   they    were  powerfully  aflilled 
by  M.  Nicolai,  a    rich    bookfeller 
of  Berlin,  who   having    printing- 
prefTcs  and  fhops,  in  various  parts, 
bore  great  fway  in  the  book-fairs  of 
Leipfic  and  Frankfcit,  and  through 
them,  very  much  governed  the    li- 
terature of  the  empire.     7'he  elec- 
tor  of   Bavaria   however,    having 


been   made    acquainted,   in    1785, 
with    the   proceedings  ofthlsmif- 
chievous     ibciety    in    his    capital, 
examined    four    of  his    profelTors, 
who  were  pointed   out  to  him  as 
members.      They    being    interro- 
gated    upon     oath,    revealed    the 
hidden    fchemes    and    condutl    of 
the   Illuminated.      The  eledor  im- 
mediately   broke    up     the    lodge, 
and    banilhed  Dr.  Weifhaupt,  and 
feveral     other  principal  brethren, 
who     were     notwithitanding      re- 
ceived    in     other     ftates    of    the 
empire,  and   feme  of  them  taken 
inco     the    conhdence    of   princes. 
Three  rears  after,  a  large  collec- 
tion of  their  private   papers    was 
found   in  fearching   the  houfe  of  a 
member,  and  the  next  year  a  ftill 
larger  in   a  fimilar  depofitary.     It 
now  appeared  beyond  a  doubt,  that 
the  end   of  the   inftitution,  was  to 
lead  the   minds  of  the  initiated,  by 
very  cautious  degrees,  to  the  ex- 
treme doftrines  of  the  new  French 
philofophy.     The  anonymous  wtI- 
tings    of   the  club  at  baron  Hol- 
bach's,    the  produilions   of  Robi- 
net    and  Mirabeau,  and  "  for   the 
"  ftrongell     llomachs"     thofe     of 
Helvetius,  were  particularly  recorn- 
mendcd  by  the  founder  to  his  con- 
iidentlal   aflbciates;   and  the  whole 
charadcr    of   the    higher  clafs,    is 
very  fully   fummed  up  by  him    in 
one  fhort  fentence  *,  where  he  de- 
clares, that  "  no  man  is  ft  for  that 
"  order,  nx:ho  is  net  a  Brutus   or  a 
"  Cataiine,  and   is    not  ready    to  go 
"  every  length.''''     His  own  mora- 
lity was  of  that  ftamp.    He  feduced 
his    filler -in -law,   attempted    to 


*  Spartaci'.s  to  Cato,  February  6ih  1778.  See  ProfefTor  Robifon's  Proofs, 
chap.  z.  page  134.  That  letter  principally,  and  fome  winch  follow,  develops 
the  aits  of  influence  recommended  to  be  uled  by  the  order,  f-milar  to  thole 
9f  the  club  of  Holbach. 

deftroy 
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deftroy  his  unborn  infant,  and 
clearly  hinted  at  murdering  the 
mother  to  prevent  fcandal.  One 
of  his  principal  Areopagites,  as  he 
nick- named  his  higher  clafs,  ap- 
pears to  have  robbfd  one  of  the 
brethren,  but  the  affair  was  hufhed 
up,  becaufe  the  culprit  was  a  moll 
excellent  man,  and  of  great  ufe  to 
the  order,  as  he  had  the  direflion 
cf  an  eminent  feminary  for  educa- 
tion. The  reft  ot  them  are  gene- 
rally described  by  the  fame  autho- 
rity, in  a  moment  of  fpleen,  as  de- 
bauchees, liars,  bankrupts,  brag- 
garts, snd  vain  fools.  There  was 
found  alfowith  this  correfpondence, 
a  bundle  of  recipes,  pointing  to 
means  of  fraud  and  deliriiftion,  io 
nefarious,  as  to  make  Voltaire's 
league  of  confpirators  innocent  and 
pure  in  the  comparifon  *.  The 
imagination  can  fcarcely  go  be- 
yond this  in  wickednefs,  but  there 
is  faid  to  have  been  a  third  collec- 
tion of  papers  feized  in  Bavaria,  all 
which  the  government  thought  it 
prudent  to  lupprefs.  We  might 
hefitate  to  believe  fuch  iniquity, 
even  on  the  cleareft  evidence,  if 
hiflory  di  1  not  furnifh  us  with  un- 
doubted examples,  in  the  pro- 
fligate confpiracy  which,  under 
cover  of  the  myileries  of  Bacchus, 
had  well-nigh  overturned  the  Ro- 
man    republic,   and  in   the  iecret 


abominations  of  the  Knights  Tem- 
plars, in  modern  Europe. 

Previous  to  thei'e  laft  important 
difclofures,  the  ord  r,  notwithlland- 
ing  the  dllperlion  of  the  lodge  in 
Munich,  had  grown  and  flouiiihed, 
and  princes,  nobles,  ecclefialtics  and 
men  of  letters  had  been  admitted 
into  it.  Among  the  latter  was  Mi- 
rabeau,  though,  either  from  not 
being  acquainted  at  the  time  with 
their  true  principles,  or  for  the 
purpofe  of  quieting  all  jealoufy  on 
that  hea^l,  he  wrote  a  book  to  ridi- 
cule the  In'iminated,  as  a  feci  of 
wild  fanatics.  When  he  returned 
to  his  own  country,  he  foon  faw  the 
advantage  of  making  himfelf  emi- 
nent among  the  interior  mafons  of 
the  grand  Orient,  and  taking  the 
lead  in  one  of  the  remodelled  lodges 
at  Paris,  advifed  them,  in  1788,  to 
fend  for  inibudions  from  the  Illumi- 
nated, in  Germany.  The  refult  of 
this  was  a  deputation  of  three  of  the 
principal  brethren,  next  after  Weif- 
haupt  and  Knigge  ;  and  by  them, 
two  of  the  principal  lodges  in  Paris 
were  taught  the  German  f  method 
of  working. 

Italy,  the  native  country  of  the 
principal  author  of  this  fyflem,  could 
not  be  fuppofed  to  be  out  of  their 
view.  They  had  lodges  at  Rome, 
Naples,  Ancona,  and  Florence  J  ; 
and  indeed,  Voltaire  had  long  before 


*  See  ProfefTor  Robifon's  Proofs,  &rc.  chnp.  2.  pp.  138  and  139.  It  is  very 
important  to  obferve,  that  none  of  thele  letters  and  papers  were  ever  denied  bj 
Weifhaupt ;  on  thecontrai  v,  he  wrote  to  explain,  palliate,  and  defend  them. 

\  Protefior  Robilon,  chaji.  4.  p.  397,  quotes  ieven  different  German  autho- 
rities for  this  deputation,  and  among  them  that  of  Dr.  Girtanner,  a  Swedifli 
phylician,  who  was  then  at  Paris,  and  in  the  iecret  of  the  philofophical  and  po- 
litical cabals  there. 

X  See  Profeffor  Robifon's  Lift  of  Lodges,  pages  201,  202,  of  the  Proofs. 
There  is  alfo  a  curious  account  of  a  lodge  at  Rome,  in  the  4th  chapter  of  the 
Hijhire  de  l'  AJjaJfmat  deGufia^ce  III.  Roi  Je  Suede,  juft  publiflied  at  Paris.  It 
js  fir.id  to  he  by  a  Polifh  officer,  who  had  his  intelligence  of  the  lodge  from  a  gen- 
tleman in  Dakcarlia, 

boafted 
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boafled  of  the  progrefs  made 
by  irieligipn  in  that  country.  In 
Switzerland,  where  he  had  laid,  in 
1766,  that  there  was  not  a  fingle 
Chriilian  from  Geneva  to  Berne, 
they  are  reprefcnted  to  have  had 
many  lodges.  They  had  many  aifo 
in  Holland,  and  various  planted  in 
^iiFerent  cities  of  the  Netherlands. 
In  all  England  we  hear  only  of 
eight,  and  of  no  more  than  two  in 
Scotland.  Yet  both  Weilliaupt,  and 
Voltaire  before  him,  appear  from 
their  correfpondence  to  have  look- 
ed with  great,  though  it  is  to  be 
hoped  with  unfounded,  confidence 
to  this  country  for  fupport,  and 
they  certainly  had,  at  times,  difci- 
ples  and  miffionaries  who  travelled 
through  our  ifland.  The  facl  feems 
to  have  been,  that  they  were  de- 
ceived by  the  boidnefs  which  the 
freedom  of  our  prefs  gave  to  our 
freethinkers,  but  who  were  in  rea- 
lity more  popular  abroad  than  at 
home  J  though  it  muft  be  added  with 
regret,  that  fmce  the  French  revo- 
lution, our  literature  has  every  day 
fenfibly  imbibed  a  deeper  tinfture 
of  the  new  philofophy,  fometimes 
more,  fometimes  lefs,  coloured  and 
tlifguifed. 

It  was  from  this  country,  that  the 
firfl:  opportunity  was  afforded  to 
the  national  aflembly,  of  puolifhing 
to  the'  world  the  foreign  policy  of 
the  revolution.  Immediately  after 
the  king  had  been  carried  prifoner 
from  his  palace  at  Verfailles  to 
Paris,  the  revolution  fociety  at 
the  London  Tavern,  fent  to  the 
aiTembly  their  well-known  nddrcfs 
of  *  congratulation.  The  aHembly 
accepted  the  homage,  and  v.  ithout 


noticing  the  government  of  this 
country,  exprelTcd  their  lively  and 
deep  fcnfibiiity  at  the  addrefs  which 
"  bieathed  thofe  fentimeots  of  liu- 
"  roanity  and  univerfal  benevolence 
"  that  ought  to  unite  together,  in  all 
*'  countries  of  the  world,  the  true 
*'  friends  of  libs-rty  and  the  hap- 
"  pinefs  of  mankind."  This  was  a 
dillindl  recognition  of  that  noxious 
principle,  which  was  the  common 
bond  of  all  the  different  cabals  al- 
ready mentioned,  that  of  fetting  the 
authority  of  a  voluntary  aflociation 
above  the  legitimate  authority  of 
the  Hate,  and  fo  dilTolving  all  the 
local  ties  of  birth  and  country : 
It  was  to  put  themfelves  at  the 
head  of  all  the  difaifeftion  and  in- 
trigue of  Europe.  Never  had  any 
government,  or  any  public  body 
exerciiing  a  part  of  the  govern- 
ment>  iiiued  a  declaration  fo  di- 
redly  hoftile  to  the  governments  of 
all  other  nations. 

The  Englilh  revolution  fociety 
now  entered  into  that  ciofe  corre- 
fpondence and  affiliation  with  the 
jacobin  clubs  of  France,  which  has 
been  repeatedly  noticed  in  the 
courfe  of  this  hiftory  f ,  and  muil 
again  come  under  review  in  differ- 
ent parts  of  this  volume.  The 
leading  members  of  thofe  clubs, 
were  alfo  Uic  principal  revolutionilts 
in  the  affe.v.bly.  Nor  was  it  long 
before  the  affcmbly  itfelf  became 
implicated  ia  thcfe  proceedings. 
At  the  meeting  of  the  revolution 
fociety,  immec lately  following  the 
firft  French  federation,  a  vote  was 
pafled,  vvhich,  after  expreffing  exul- 
tation in  their  former  congratula- 
tory addrefs,  took  honour  to  them- 


*  See  Appendix  to  the  Chronicle,  p,  130*. 

f  See  Ann.  Reg.  Hift.  Art.  vol.  xxxii.  pp.  63,  64,  £5.  andx'ol.  xxxiii.  IWft. 
Art.  pp.' 126  and  213.  See  alfo  Ipecimcni  ct'  the  ccrreipondencey  Appendix  to 
the  Cbronicle,  p.  ia8*.  ^ 

felves 
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wuh  more  dire£l  affront  and  ofFence, 
to  all  Europe.  The  reader  *  may 
remember  the  farcical  ipeech  of 
baion  Cloots,  the  orator  of  the 
jiuman  race,  attended  by  his  mot- 
ley train  of  felf  -  empowered  em- 
bafladors,  (and  a  good  ,niliomc 
Englifhman,  as  he  faid,  among  the 
reft)  at  the  bar  of  the  aflembly} 
a  fpeech  as  dlfgufting  for  its  iin- 
pietv,  as  ridiculous  for  its  bombaft. 
At  th.'  L.me  time  he  prefented  a 
petition,  purportiug  to  come  from 
a  {lai:ding  committee  of  foreigners 
of  all  nations,  whole  million  he 
declared  was  tacitly  avowed  by 
all  their  feljow  citizens,  "  the  cp- 
"■  J>njj£4  J'o^ijsrdgns"  Abfurd  and 
indecent  as  the  whole  of  this  exhi- 
bition was,  yet  having  the  merit 
of  falling  in  with  the  politics  of 
the  revolution,  it  was  molt  feri- 
oufly  and  lavourably  received.  The 
prefident,  in  his  anfwer  f ,  thought 

th^t 


felves  for  "  their  correfpondence  with 
"  the  p  itriots  of  France,  as  conduc- 
"  ing  to  animate  Lhe  Tons  of  freedom 
"  to  afTo't  their  rights  among  all  the 
"nations  of  the  earth;"  and  the 
prefident  of  the  aflembly,  in  an- 
fwer, after  an  oblique  lamentation 
over  the  Englifh  government,  as 
not  being  fufliciently  philofophized, 
declared  his  expe>5laticn,  that  "  it 
"  was  referved  to  the  worthy  mem- 
"  bers  of  the  l>.ciety  to  haften  this 
"  new  revolution,  and  encircle  with 
«  their  benevolence  the  whole  cir- 
"  cle  of  the  globe  :"  He  added 
too,  in  the  fame  ftrain  of  flattery,  a 
general  acknowledgment  of  the 
gratification  which  had  been  af- 
forded by  the  refolutions  tranfmit- 
ed  to  them. 

This  immediately  referred  to 
England  alone.  But  nearly  about 
the  fame  time,  an  open  indication 
of  the  fame  fentiments  was  given. 


•  •  Ann.  Reg.  vol.  xxxii.  1790.  Hift.  Art.  p.  148. 

f  The  orator's  Ipeech  has  appeared  in  Englifh,  but  the  prelident's  has  not, 
wliich  is  moll  important  to  alcertain  the  true  fpirit  of  the  tranlaflion.  It  is  there- 
fore  fubjoined  here,  tranft.ttcd  from  the  Pi-oc€S  Ferbal,  No.  324;  and  to  make  it 
more  inielligiblej  preceded  "by  Baron  Cloois's  conclufion. 

ExtraiSl  from  Baron  Cloots's  fpeech. 

*'  You  have  in  authentic  form  acknowledged,  gentlemen,  that  fbverelgnty  re- 
"  fides  in  the  people.  Now,  ^'ne  people  is  enjery  '^vkere  under  the  yoke  ol  di6la- 
"  tors,  who  call  themfelves  fovereigns  in  defpite  of  your  principles.  Di61ator» 
"  Ihip  may  be  ufurpe  t,  but  lovereignty  is  inviolable  j  and  the  ambafTadors  of 
*•  tyrants  could  not  honour  yourauguft  feftival,  like  the  greater  part  of  us,  whofe 
"  miffion  is  tacitly  owned  by  our  countrymen,  by  fovereigns  under  oppreflion. 

"  Whut  a  lelTon  for  defpots  ;  what  a  comfort  for  unfortunate  nations,  when 
««  we  fhali  inform  them,  that  the  firtt  nation  in  Europe,  in  aficmbling  its  ftand- 
*'  ards,  has  given  us  the  fignal  of  the  h.'.ppineli  of  France,  and  of  both  worlds. 
*'  We  Ihall  expoft,  gentlemen,  in  a  rcfp-itfal  fiience,  the  refult  of  your  delibe- 
*'  rations  on  the  petition  diftated  to  us  by  the  enthufiafra  of  univerfal  liberty.''' 

The  Anfwer  of  the  Prefident. 

"  Gentleni?n, 

"  You  have  this  day  proved  to  the  whole  univerfe,  that  the progrefs  'which  one 

«  jw.tion  makes  in  phiiofcphy  and  in  the  kno^vlrdge  of  the  rights  of  man,  hehfjgs 

*'  equally  to   all  other  nat'iom.     There    are  epochs  in  the  annuls  of  the  world, 

**  which  have  an  influence  over  the  happinefs  or  milcry  of  every  jir.rt  of  the 

"  globe  J 
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that  France  mi^ht  now  dare  to 
flatter  herfelf,  with  having  her 
example  followed  by  every  people 
acquainted  with  the  value  of  li- 
berty; granted  the  petition  of  the 
flrangers,  to  appear  in  the  federa- 
tion ;  and  demanded  of  them,  in  the 
name  of  France,  that  they  fhould 
fhow  their  gratitude,  by  going 
home  and  doing  their  beft  to  make 
fimilar  revolutions  in  their  own 
countries.  The  orator  and  the 
ambafladors  were  admitted  to  the 
honours  of  the  fitting  ;  two  decrees 
followed,  manifeftly  glancing  at 
thefe  doftrines ;  Cloots  and  his 
train  had  a  confpicuous  place  al- 
lotted to  them  in  the  ceremony  of 
the  confederation  ;  and  there,  on 
behalf  of  all  the  nations  of  the 
earth,  joined  in  fwearing  fidelity 
to  the  king,  the  law,  and  the  nation 
of  France. 

Here  was  not  only  a  declara- 
tion, but  a  clear  at\  of  hoftility 
to  each,  and  to  all  the  eftablilhed 
governments ;  and  there  can  be 
no  doubt  but  that,  according  to 
all  the  ancient  notions  of  policy 
and  the  public  law  of  Europe,  every 
foreign  power  had  a  right  to  remon- 
ftrate,  and,  on  juft  fatisfadion  and 
reafonable  fecurity    being  refufed. 


to  take  up  arms  in  a  common  league 
for  the  common  defence.  If  thi? 
infolent  aggrelhon  was  at  the  time 
overlooked,  it  could  be  only  be- 
caufe  it  was  mingled  up  with  fome- 
thing  of  burlefque  which  made  it 
contemptible,  and  btxaufe  the  in- 
ternal diftraiftions  of  France  did  not 
then  feem  likely  to  allow  her  leifurc 
for  putting  her  avowed  intentions 
into  execution  agalnft  her  neigh- 
bours, who  were  alfo  occupied  at 
the  moment  with  their  own  dif- 
putes.  The  next  year  their  pati- 
ence was  further  tried  by  M.  Mont- 
morin's  circular  letter,  which  di- 
redlly  forced  the  principles  of  the 
revolution  on  their  attention;  and. 
upon  that  occafion,  as  in  •  other 
inllances,  which  have  been  related, 
in  this  volume,  fentiments,  in  the 
fame  fpirit  of  hollility  to  all  elta- 
bliflied  governments,  were  exult- 
ingly  proclaimed  on  the  part  of 
the  afi'embly.  It  has  never  been 
fince  pretended  by  the  French 
themfeives,  that  any  confederacy 
whatfoever,  at  this  period,  exi'.led 
between  any  two  European  Hates, 
againft  the  revolution. 

The  plan  of  difquieting  other 
governments,  was  perhaps  at  tirft 
promoted  by  the  kfs  violent  leaders^ 


"  globe  5  and  France  woat'  dares  flatter  herfelf y  that  fhe  has  given  an  example ^ 
"  nvhich  ivill  be  folloived  by  every  people,  who  knowing  how  to  appreciate  liberty, 
*'  will  teach  kings,  that  their  real  greatneis  confills  in  governing  free  men,  and 
"  in  putting  the  laws  in  force  ;  and  that  they  cannot  be  happy  otherwife  than  by 
*•  making  thofe  happy  n,vhQ  have  cbojen  them  for  their  governors. 

'<  Yes,  gentlemen,  Fiance  will  honour  berlelf  ni  admitting  you  to  the  civic 
*'  feaft,  for  which  the  rational  afiVmbiy  has  juft  diie6led  preparations  to  be 
*•  made.  But  as  the  price  of  this  benefit,  (lie  believes  (he  has  a  right  to  de- 
"  mand  of  you,  fonic  ftriking  mark  of  gratitude. 

'»  After  this  auguft  ceremony,  return  to  your  native  countries,  tell  your  fove- 
*«  reigns,  tell  thofe  ivho  adminifer  your  refptSiive  governments,ffiA}hatever  najues 
*'  they  7nay  bear,  that  if  they  are  voilUng  to  have  their  tnemories  tranjmitted  to 
*'  the  7nofl  retnote  poflerity,  tell  them,  they  have  only  to  follciv  the  example  of  Louis 
«  the  XVlth,  the  r'eforer  of  French  liberty. 

*'  The  national  affembly  invites  you  to  the  honour  of  the  fitting," 

*  See  particularly  above,  pp.  155  and  156. 

cnljr 
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"  the  ftorm  is  gathering.  Even 
"  the  Jacobins  are  divided  about  the 
"  means.  But  ardent  patriots  fee 
"  only  twenty-five  millions  of 
"  men,  and  nothing  of  fears  or 
"  managements."  To  inflame  the 
populace,  they  forever  afcribed, 
with  deliberate  falfhood,  to  Auf- 
trians,  Pruffians,  and  Englilhmen, 
all  the  tumults  and  feditions  which 
they  had  themfelves  excited. 

The  common  fchool  of  foreign 
policy  to  all  the  revolutionifts,  was 
that  of  M.  Favier,  who  had  been  a 
fubordinate  agent  under  M.  Broglio, 
in  the  double  diplomacy  of  Loui» 
the  XV'th.  This  man's  language  was, 
that  France  had  been  degraded  by 
the  treaty  of  1756  with  Aullria;  that 
fhe  was  funk  from  her  primitive  fupe- 
riority,  to  a  po'.ver  of  fubaltern 
rank ;  that  under  a  "  prefcription 
*'  confecrated  by  a  thoufand  years," 
fne  ought  to  govern  Europe;  that 
to  this  end  ihe  ihould  melt  down^ 
and  recall,  her  whole  military  and 
federative  fyllem;  that  fhe  Ihould 
every  where  be  oppofed  to  the 
houfe  of  Auflria  on  the  continent; 
that  in  Holland,  fliehad  nothing  to 
hope  from  the  Stadtholder,  and 
ihould  make  it  a  primary  objed  to 
break  ofr"  the  connection  of  that 
country  with  Frullia  and  England  ; 
and  that  fhe  fhould  exert  all  her 
means  to  overturn  the  cololfal 
power  of  the  latter,  which  he  de- 
fcribed  as  itanding,  with  regard  to 
France,  in  the  fituation  of  Rome 
to  f  Carthage.     I'hc  ambition  and 


Only  with  the  view  of  keeping  thofe 
bufy  at  home,  who  they  appre- 
hended might  have  an  interell  and 
a  difpofition  to  interfere  with  their 
projefts  in  France.  Not  that  this 
let  of  men  was  without  ambitious 
defigns,  to  the  full  extent  which 
the  nation  has  fmce  difcovered ; 
but  they  never  accurately  calcu- 
lated the  wild  firength  of  th.nr 
ewn  principles.  Tney  grew  fright- 
ened at  their  fituation,  and  were 
intent  chiefly  on  fecaring  the  fruits 
of  their  own  internal  viftory.  The 
true  republican  fadfion,  on  the  other 
hand,  was  from  the  firft  more  con- 
fident in  their  foreign,  as  well  as 
their  domellic  politics,  and  ap- 
peared better  to  know  their  own 
power,  by  which  alone  they  mca- 
fured  all  right.  They  were  per- 
petually clamouriiig  for  France  to 
intermeddle,  by  menaces  and  vio- 
lence, with  all  her  neighbours. 
They  infulted  the  princes  of  the 
Empire  who  had  been  ftripped  of 
their  poflefTior.s  and  titles  in  Alface 
and  Lorraine.  They  were  early 
vociferous  for  the  feizure  of  Avig- 
non. When  the  prince  bifhop  of 
Leige  was  rcliored  by  a  judicial 
fentence  of  tlie  chamber  of  Weiz- 
lar,  and  when  the  infurrccVion  was 
quelled  in  the  Aulb-ian  Netherlands, 
they  regarded  tliefe  events  only  as 
opening  the  way  to  an  attack  upon 
France.  They  cried  aloud  "  the 
"  diplomatic*  committee  is  afleep, 
"  the  minillry  is  aileep,  the  na- 
**  lional  allcmbly   ia   aileep,  while 


*  Tlii';  pafTige  is  fiom  Briffot's  Paper,  Le  Patriote  Frangois,  ift  January  1791. 
II;-  was  ci.'iitiiuially  vviitingin  the  fame  Itr:iin. 

f  See  a  nifmorid  of  M.  Frtvier,  containing  all  his  opinions,  In  Politique  de 
tons  les  Cabifiets  de  V Europe,  puhiiihed  at  Paris,  jilainiy  by  authority,  in  1793, 
and  recommended,  "  as  compnfing  in  a  great  part  the  germ  of  the  revolution, 
*'  and  necejj'ury  Jor  iindtrjlanding  the  enjents  of  the  prefent  day."''  The  part" 
lefpefling  England,  is  in  the  zd  vol.  and  was  written,  it  (hould  be  remembei"eJ, 
in  1773,  during  a  tiuie  of  profound  peace. 

vanity 
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vanity  of  the  nation  had  long  made 
theie  ipecalations  highly  popular; 
we  find  t;vo  of  the  more  prominent 
poims,  aninnciity  againlt  the  Stadt- 
holder,  and  mortal  enmity  to  Eng- 
land, fcattered  up  and  down  in  the 
writings  of  Mirabeau  and  Briflbr  *, 
previous  to  the  revolution.  Early 
refort  was  alfo  had  to  the  huge 
Biagazine  of  claims  and  pretca- 
fions,  with  which  M.  Dupuy,  in 
the  lafl  century  f,  flattered  the  pride 
of  Louis  the  XlVth, -and  fpread  the 
firit  alarm  over  Europe.  This  book 
■was  ranfacked,  to  afford  a  colour 
for  the  union  of  Avignon,  on  which 
it  will  prel'ently  be  necelfary  to 
touch  more  particularly;  the  fame 
fort  of  arguments  would  equally 
apply  to  Nice,  Piedmont,  Liege, 
the  Netherlands,  and  other  adjacent 
territories.  M.  Cloots,  who  is  the 
bell  interpreter  of  the  plot  of  the 
piece  which  he  was  appointed  to 
play,  very  plainly  informed :I;foreig/i 
nations,  that  the  "  inherent  at- 
«  tradion  of  the  political  fyftem, 
**  newly  eftablifiied  in  France,  evi- 
**  dently  tended  to  re-unire  to  it 
*'  the  portions  which  had  been 
"  detached  under  the  old  govern- 
*'  ment,  /uch  as  j^'uignon.  Savoy, 
"  Liege,  and  Brabant.^'' 

The  firll  aftual  infringement  of 
the  rights  of  any  neighhourii:g 
power,  arofe  probably  from  acci- 
dental  circumitances,   rather   than 


from  any  fettled  defign.  It  was 
the  violation  which  has  been  men- 
tioned §  in  its  proper  place,  of  the 
various  treaties  between  France 
and  Germany,  relative  to  the  prin- 
ces in  Ahace  and  Lorraine.  The 
fxercife  of  complete  fovereignty 
over  them,  was  an  ufurpation  which 
Louis  XIV  had  indeed  attempted 
under  his  conilrudlion  of  the  treaty 
of  Weftphaiia,  but  which  in  'ixic^ 
was  relinquifned  by  the  fubfequcnt 
treaty  of  Ryfwick,  referring,  in  the 
4th  and  5  th  articles,  to  a  liil  drawn 
up  by  the  French  embaflador 
himlelf,  and  containing  moft  of 
thefe  very  principalities;  a  precife 
lUpula  ion,  of  which  the  diplo- 
matiils  of  the||  revolution  could 
only  get  rid,  by  pronouncing  it  to 
be  a  miftake.  In  their  declared 
war  againll  every  thing  feudal, 
fuch  examples  could  not  be  left 
within  the  limits  of  their  own  ter- 
ritories, and  therefore  were  fwept 
away  without  confideration  of  pub- 
lic faith.  But  whatever  was  the 
original  motive,  the  injury  was 
maintained,  by  a  frefh  infolence  and 
violation  of  treaty.  The  ofScial 
covrcfpondence  between  France 
•a«d  the  Empire,  was  by  old  com- 
pad  and  ufage  to  be  in  Latin;  yet 
now  the  French  was  arrogantly  fub- 
ftituted,  of  which  the  diet  loudly 
complained. 

The  apparent  moderation  of  the 


*  See  Mirabeau's  "  D  out  a  fur  la  Liberie  de  VEfcaut,'^  and  Brifibt's  Travels 
in  America. 

f  Traitedes  Droits  du  Rci,  fur  pluf.curs  Etats  ,et  Seigneurlcs,  pofsedes  par  di- 
<vers  Prifjcts  nxiijiijs:  par  Pierre  uupuy,  foho,  Paris,  1655,  and  Rouen,  1670. 
See  alfo  the  note  to  Abbe  Maury's  Ip^ech  on  Avignon,  May  z^lh,  1791. 

\  In  a  letter  to  Mr.  Burhe,  dated  i2th  May  1790,  nnd  printed  by  the  author, 
as  he  fays,  for  the  edification  of  fureigu  countries.  Some  other  pieces  are  added, 
and  among  them  a  letter  to  Charles  Sianhcpe,  "  whofe  mind  he  profeffes  to  dif- 
•'  pofe  favourably,  by  denyinj^  him  the  title  of  lord." 

§  Ann.  Reg.  Hill.  Art.  vol.  xxxii.  1790.  p.  134.,  135. 

H  This  is  the  literal  faft  in  a  report  made  by  M,  Koch,  from  the  diplomatic 
Committee  to  the  legiilativ^  afiirmbly. 

affcmbly. 
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allembly,  in  refufing  to  afiift  the  and  Dumorier,  with  private  cre- 
infurgents  in  Brabant,  when  traced  dentia^s  reluflantly  extorted  from 
to  its  real  cauie,  fhews  the  true  M.  Montmorin,  was  fent  back.  witJi 
ipirit  of  the  French  revolution,  no  them  to  Belgium,  as  even  then  it 
lels  than  their  declarailons  of  their  was  the  affedation  to  call  Flanders, 
intention  to  fpread  imirerfal  li-  His  report,  much  to  the  difappoint- 
berty.  It  was  not  becaule  the  ment  of  La  Fayette,  as  we  are  ex- 
Emperor  Jcfeph,  ill  his  iecret  letters  prcfsly  told  by  him,  difcour aged  tiie 
to  general  Dalton  *,  which  had  notion  of  any  interpofition,  and 
been  intercepted  and  publifhed,  "  the  airembly  rejeded  I  the  Belgic 
had  flridlly  forbidden  his  minifters  "  provinces,  bccaufe  their  i^o. 
to  lend  an  ear  either  to  the  Dutch  ''  cratk  revolution  was  the  reverfe 
malecontents,  or  to  the  French  "  of  the  French." 
who  were  dilTatisfied  with  the  new  But  the  firll  clear  pradical  eflay 
conllitution.  Two  deputies  from  of  their  foreign  politics,  was  in 
the  rtates  of  Brabant  were  actually  Avignon  §  and  the  comtatVenaiffin. 
received  at  Parisj  by  f  La  Fayette;  Louis  the  XlVth  twice,  and  Louis 

the 

*  Letters  of  the  Emperor  Jofeph  to  general  Dalton,  publifhed  at  Brufltls,  p. 
177  nnd  178. 

f   Vie  cie  Dumorjer,  II v.  3.  chap  4.  page  17. 

X  Dumoriei's  Letter  lo  M.  Noailies,  March  19,  1792.   See  below.  State  Papers, 

*237. 

§  This  (hort  hlftory  of  tJ;e  union  of  Avignon  and  the  Comtat  Venaifiln,  is 
extrafted  from  the  following  aiithoritics,  and  as  much  as  poflible  from  thole  on 
the  revolutionary  fide  of  tlic  queibon. 

De  la  Reftrution  du  Comte  VenaiiTm,  des  Ville  et  Etat  d'z'lvignon,  motion 
imprimee  fous  rautorilatiou  de  TAfllinblee  Naticnale,  par  Charles  Francois 
Bouche.    1789. 

Declaration  des  Deputes  du  Coir>te  Venaiflin. 

Des  Droits  du  Pape,  et  Refutation,  par  M.  Bouche.     1790. 

Recit  Abrege,  mais  exaft-dcs  Troubles  arrives  d' Avignon.      T790. 

Les  Crimes  Devoiles.ou  Lettre  d'uu  AvJgnonois  I'ur  les  Tioubles  de  fa  Patric. 
Tills  tract  IS  anonymo\)s,  but  it  is  faid  to  have  been  written  by  M.  Nevon. 

DIfcours  li:r  la  Reunion  d'Avigncn  a  la  France,  par  J.  Petion. 

Difccurs  de  M.  de  Robefpierre,  lur  la  Petition  du  Peuple  Avignonois.      1790- 

Bref  de  notre  Saint  Pete  le  Pape.     Latin  and  French.    1790. 

Le  Comte  Venaiffin  accufe,  defendu,  jultifie   d'apres  des  iVIeraoires  originaux. 

Premier  Rapport  fur  Avignon  et  le  Comtat  Venaidin,  par  M,  Jacques  Menou. 
Opinion  de  Staniilas  Clennont-Tonnere,  fur  PAifaire  d' Avignon.     1791. 
Correfpondance  de  I'Armee  Avignonaife,  afliegeant  Caipcutras.    1791. 
Piece  tres-importante   dans  TAffaire  d'Avignon,  par  M.  Clennont-Tonnere. 

I79I' 

Lettre  des  Oflkiers  J^unicipaux  de  la  Ville  d'Avignon,  au  Roi,  avec  la  Lettre 
d^  M.  de  Lellart.     1 79 1 . 

Second  Rapport  fur  I'AfFaire  d'Avignon,  par  M.  J.  Menou. 

Seconde  Opinion  de  M.  I'Abbe  Maury,  fur  la  Reunion  de  la  Ville  d'Avignon 
a  la  France.     1791. 

Coinpte  rtndu   a  rAfTcmblee  Nationale,  par  M.  le  Scene-Defmaifgns.    1791. 

Rapport, 
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the  XVth  once,  havinj;  difputes  with 
the  court  of  Rome,  had  taken  thefe 
little  domains  into  their  hiinds,  as 
a  pledge  to  obtain  redrefs  of  their 
ccmpLiints.  On  the  la  \  occalion, 
M.  Montclar,  the  king's  law-officer 
in  the  parliament  of  Provence, 
drew  up  a  memorial  on  the  rights 
of  the  crown,  chiefly  er.tradted  from 
the  work  of  M.  Dupuy  ;  but  when 
printed,  it  had  been  fappreiled  by 
the  Due  de  Choifleul,  then  prime 
miniiler.  M.  Bouche,  an  advocate 
of  the  fame  parliament,  having  been 
deputed  from  Aix  to  the  itates- 
general,  procured  inllrudtions  from 
his  conllituents  to  prefs  the  union 
of  thefe  diitrifts  to  France,  and  as 
c-arly  as  November  1789,  made  a 
detailed  motion  on  the  fubjed, 
«vhich  the  affembly  ordered  to  be 
printed  and  circulated.  "  This 
«  fmiling,  this  fertile,  this  deii- 
«  cious  country,  faid  he,  is  alone 
»'  worth  a  whole  province,  and 
"  was  fraudulently  obtained  ot  the 
•'  kino-s  of  France,  when  the  Popes 
*'  diltributed  crowns  and  ana- 
"  themas,  and  kept  the  greater 
*'  part  of  Europe  enfl.^ved  under 
«'  the  yoke  of  terror  and  fuper- 
"  ilition."  He  then  proceeded  to 
examine,  and  of  courfe  decided 
againll,  the  validity  of  the  aliena- 
tion made  to  the  Pope  by  queen 
Joan  of  Naples,  in  the  year  1348, 
nearly  four  centuries  and  a  half 
fince;  he  as  eafily  difpatched  the 
title  to  the  Comtat  Yenaiifin,  which 
was  transferred  almolt  fix  centuries 
fince  10  the  Roman  See,  by  a  folemn 


treaty  containing,  at  the  farrte  tirtld, 
many  large  ceflions  to  Louis  the 
IXth  of  France,  and  which  was 
confirmed  by  Philip  the  Bold,  when 
he  fucceeded  by  inheritance  to  the 
Counts  of  Toulon  fe;  but  it  was 
riow  found  that  Louis  the  IXth 
had  the  right  of  a  conqueror, 
v/hich  the  Pope  could  not  have ;  that 
any  defeft  of  right  in  his  original 
acquiiiticm  was  cured  by  Philip's 
right  of  blood;  and  that  Philip 
could  not  alienate  any  of  his  do- 
mains, becaufe  he  was  king  of 
France.  Thefe  clear  reafons  of 
law  and  equity  were  wound  up 
b\  fome  refleftions,  which,  it  was 
faid,  might  be  ufeiul.  They  were: 
tha^  it  was  eflential  for  Franca  to 
polTef-)  Avignon,  on  account  of  the 
great  expence  incurred  by  fur- 
rounding  it  with  cuftom-houfes 
and  guards  to  prevent  fnmggling, 
and  the  refuge  which  bankrupts 
and  debtors  found  there ;  that 
"  the  Iky  was  conftantly  ferene, 
"  the  wines  exquiiite  and  abun- 
**  dant,  the  meadows  well  wa- 
"  tererl,  the  arable  fields  highly 
"  fertile,  the  habitations  numerous, 
«'  and  the  produillions  various; 
"  that  the  natives  were  naturally 
"  mild,  induftrious,  economical,  and 
"  patient,  and  that  the  country,  in 
"  the  hands  of  France,  would 
"  become  a  valuable  wo  kfhop  and 
"  warelioufe,  between  the  north 
"  and  the  fouth  of  Europe;  that 
"  the  air  was  falubrious,  the  peo- 
"  pie  had  fine  complexions,  were 
*'  robull  and  long  lived ;  and  that 


Rapport,  par  M.  Verninac  Saint-Maur.     1791. 
Tnnheme  "Rapport,  t^'c.  Sec.  par  M.  J.  Menou.     i79i' 
Dcniiere   Opinion  de  M.  Clermont-Tonutre,   Sic.  Sec.     1791. 
Opinion  cieM.  Malouet,  iur  la  Reunion,  Sic.  &c.  Sec. 
Reclamation    de  notre  Tres  Saint  Fere  le  Pape  Pie  VI.     1791. 
Situation   Politique  d' Avignon   et  du   Comtat,  avec   Pieces  Judicatives,  par 
Duciosj  A^eiU  Jc  la  Province  du  Comic  VsnaiHIn.     i79i« 

«  Petrarch, 
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**  Petrarch,  who  had  rendered  it 
"  famous,  had  not  fcrupled  to  de- 
*'  clare,  that  he  was  as  much  in- 
"  duced  to  make  his  abode  there 
"  by  the  beauty  of  that  delicious 
**  climate,  as  by  his  love  for 
*'  Laura."  On  thefe  grounds  he 
propofed  to  the  aflembly,  to  make 
an  "  amicable"  offer,  through  the 
French  cmbaflador  at  Rome,  of  a 
million  of  livres,  or  fomething 
above  forty  thoufand  pounds  fter- 
ling,  which  if  the  Pope  would  not 
accept  in  fifteen  dnys,  the  country 
was  to  be  feized  by  force,  and  the 
property  of  every  kind  poffefled  by 
any  native  of  Avignon  in  France, 
to  be  fequeflered  till  the  union 
fliould  be  ratified.  On  the  other 
hand,  he  wifhed  to  give  the  pro- 
teftion  of  the  law  of  France  to  all 
Jews,  great  numbers  of  whom  were  at 
Avignon,  and  added  the  projeft  of  a 
feparate  decree  in  favour  of  that 
nation,  introducing  it  with  a  hiflory 
of  the  perfecutions  which  they  had 
fuffered  for  eighteen  centuries  in 
various  parts  ol^the  globe,  but  ad- 
mitting that  they  were  living  at 
Avignon,  in  perfeft  tranquillity, 
without  the  leaft  moleflation  from 
the  inquifition.  The  chara(!ler  of 
this  meafure  cannot  be  more  ftrong- 
ly  marked,  than  by  the  topics  with 
which  the  njcver  of  the  queflion 
began  and  ended,  as  molt  likely  to 
prevail  with  his  audience. 

To  the  natural  advantages  enu- 
merated by  M.  Bouche,  the  inha- 
bitants of  Avignon  and  the  comtat 
Venaiffin,  added  others  which  re- 
fulted  from  a  peculiar  combination 
of  fortunate  circumflances.  The 
city  of  Avignon  was  always  imme- 
diately governed  by  its  own  magif- 
trates,  the  two  chief  of  whom  were 
known  by  their  ancient  appellation 
ofconfuls.     The  Comtat  VenaifEn 
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was  governed  by  ftates  -  general, 
compofed  of  three  orders,  but  ia 
which  the  commons  infinitely  pre- 
ponderated. The  nobility  had 
there  no  political  privileges  ;  thd 
clergy  alone  had  fome  trifling  ex- 
emptions in  fome  of  the  rates, 
which  were  levied  for  the  internal 
adminiftratidn  of  the  country.  The 
greater  part  even  of  that  burthen 
was  borne  from  the  fmall  domains 
which  belonged  to  the  Pope,  their 
fovereign,  and  there  was  no  direft 
tax  of  any  kind  whatfoever.  In 
the  famine  of  this  very  year,  the 
magazines  had  been  fllied  with 
corn  at  the  expence  of  the  Pope, 
for  the  fubfiitence  of  th6  people,  to 
whom  it  Was  fold  at  a  reduced- 
price. 

Senfible  of  their  happinefs,  as 
foon  as  the  motion  of  M.  Bouche 
was  printed  and  difperfed,  the 
fiates  of  the  Comtat  iirongly  pro- 
telted  againlt  it ;  the  magiilrates  of 
the  feveral  commonalties  ratified 
the  proteil,  and  a  feparate  declara- 
tion was  made  to  the  fame  efFeift 
by  the  city  of  Avignon.  The  rights 
of  the  Pope  were  alfo  defended, 
with  ability  and  fuccefs,  in  difTerent 
publications.  In  confequence,  the 
diredl  attack  againft  thefe  infulated 
polTeffions  of  the  church  was  for  tha 
prefent  fufpended. 

But  the  efFefts  of  the  French  re- 
volution had  early  begun  to  be 
felt.  In  the  preceding  Auguft,  the 
fame  alarm  had  been  propagated 
there  as  througlK)ut  France,  and  the 
citizens  were  in  confequence  armed 
and  regimented:  the  friends  of 
French  liberty  put  themfelves  at 
the  head  of  this  new  militia.  Four 
of  the  officers  were  foon  after  de- 
teded  in  attempting  to  make  an 
infurreftion.  Prolecutions  were 
inflituted  agaiftii  them,  two  of  them 
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were  arrefi:ed,and  th,e  other  two  fled 
to  France.  There  they  had  fuiHcient 
influence  to  procure  powerful  inter- 
ceflions,and  ultimately  to  obtain  par- 
don for  themfelves,  and  their  two  ac- 
complices who  had  been  detained  in 
prifon.      They    had    fcarcely   re- 
appeared   at   Avignon,   when   the 
city  was  again  in  a  ftate  of  agitation 
and    difturbance,    the    vice-legate 
was  perpetually   infaltcd,  a  riotous 
demand    was   made,  that  the   pro- 
ceedings   againil   the    four   officers 
fhouM  be  publicly  burned ;  and  a 
cry  was  raifed  for  the  French  con- 
llitution.      The     vice- legate     was 
ultimately  forced  into  a  compliance, 
fo  far  as  to  iummon  a  kind  of  pri- 
mary    afiemblies   in   the   different 
dUlrids ;   but   while    his   authority 
was   uled   for  the  meetings,  no  re- 
gard whatfoever  was  paid  to  the 
qualifications   w'hich  he  had   fixed 
for  the  voters.     In  this  manner  a 
uew  mayor  and  municipality  were 
chofen,    and    the  vice-legate  hefi- 
tating  to  confirm  the  e]e<riion,  was 
compelled  by  another  riot  to  give 
his  ratification,  as  well  as  his  af- 
fent  to  t lie  banilhment  of  an  cfllcer 
\vho  had  'done  his  duty,  in  defend- 
ing himfclf  when  he  was  attacked 
on  guard  by  the  rioters. 

The  French  conilitutlon  was  thus 
eftabliihed,  though  with  a  rei'erva- 
tion  of  allegiance  to  the  Pope.  But 
tie  revolutiqniib  foon  Ihcwed,  that 
they  did  not  intend  to  iicp  there. 
They  were  new  mailers.  They  pro- 
fcribed  all  the  old  magiflrates,  they 
menaced  fome  with  banifliment, 
and  (bme  vvith  thelamp-poft;  upon 
a  falfe  accufation  they  fearched 
the  houfe  and  private  papers  of  the 
advocate-general,  M.  Fafleri,  and 
though  they  found  nothing  againil 
him,  forced  bim  into  exile.  The 
iitcjuifition,   which   long  had  been 
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only  a  name,  was  abolilhed,  and  the 
inftruments  of  torture,  which  had 
been  many  years  in  difufe,  were 
deiiroyed  with  much  public  parade ; 
but  a  committee  of  enquiry  on  the 
French  model,  much  more  terrible 
than  the  inquifition  ever  had  been, 
was  eftabliflied. 

The  Pope,  informed  of  thefe  dif- 
orders,   annulled    all  the    afts    of 
violence    by     his    brief,    and    an- 
nounced his  intention  of  fending  a 
commiflary,  who  with  every  indig- 
nity was  refufed  admiffion,  and  or- 
dered if  he  came  to  be  profecuted 
as  a  difturber  of  the  public  peace. 
He  went  to  Carpentras,  the  capital 
of  the  comtat  Venaiffm,  where,  as 
his    powers  were  in  faft  only  in- 
tended  decently  to  fandion  com- 
promif^    and    acquiefcence,    a  na- 
tional  afliembly    of  reprefentatives' 
was   chofen    under   his    authority, 
and  the  French  conftituiion  adopt- 
ed  as    far    as    it    was     confiilent 
with  their  local  circumftances,  and 
their  allegiance  to  their  fovereign. 
Meanwhile,  at   Avignon  the  moll 
violent    counfels  were   entertained 
and  adopted,  tumults   were  perpe- 
tually excited,  ?.S.s  of  outrage  com- 
mitted, and  but  for  the  interpofl- 
tion   of  the   militia,  a  refpeftable 
merchant,     of   an  advanced    age, 
would  have  been  aflaffmated. 

In  this  llate  of  things,  on  the  loth 
of  June,  a  complaint  was  made  to 
the  commanding  officer  on  guard, 
of  one  Jourdan,  whom  no  body  knev/ 
at  Avignon,  except  that  he  was 
announced  in  hand-bills  as  a  very 
dextrous  headfman  from  Pjiris,  but 
who  had  there  entered  into  the  city 
militia.  Jourdan  was  ordered  to 
pull  off  the  uniform,  but  he  was  fup- 
ported  by  fome  comrades  of  his  own 
Itamp,  and  prefently  an  open  in  fur- 
redion  was  made  in  his  favour  by 

the 
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tlie  populace  and  the  neighbouring 
peafants;  the  militia  companies  en- 
deavoured to  quell  it,  two  of  the 
infurgents  were  killed,  and  on  the 
other  fide  an  old  man  of  eighty  was 
wounded  by  a  mufquet  ball  in  his  own 
houfe,  dragged  away,  and  thrown 
into  a  dungeon.  In  conclufion,  after 
a  fcattering  fire  on  both  fides,  the 
militia  agreed  to  lay  down  their 
arms,  under  a  formal  capiiulation, 
and  peace  was  fuppofed  to  be  re- 
ftored. 

During  the  night,  however,  the 
infurgents,  being  favoured  by  fome 
confpirators  of  lead  in  th«  city, 
feized  the  marquis  de  Rochegudc, 
a  man  of  adive  charadlcr,  full  of 
public  fpirit,  beneficent,  and  before 
the  French  revolution  eminently 
popular.  He  was  ill  of  the  gout, 
and  had  concealed  himfclf,  but  was 
difcovered,  tried  fumniarily  on  the 
fpot,  condemned,  and  delivered  over 
to  the  hangman,  who  had  orders 
to  hang  him  fo,  as  that  he  might 
not  foon  be  releafcd  from  his  pain. 
Jn  truth,  he  addrefied  himfelf  toliis 
murderers  for  feveral  minutes,  and 
did  not  expire  for  nearly  an  hour, 
during  which  time  the  multitude 
danced  round  him,  pricked  him 
with  their  bayonets,  and  infuked 
and  ridiculed  his  fufterings.  The 
abbe  Olfray  was  next  murdered  in 
the  fame  manner.  He  had  been  ac- 
cidentally in  a  cutler's  fliop,  where 
hearing  a  man  fay,  as  he  flouriOied 
a  fabre,  "  that  it    would  lop  the 

heads  of  fifty  arillocrats,"  he  had 


attempted  to  fly  in  difguifc,  wa^ 
flopped,  thrown  into  prifon,  and 
now  vvuhout  any  trial  put  to  death. 
M.  Daubert,  a  iilk  merchant,  who 
was  fufpefted,  with  as  little  truth,  of 
the  fame  offence,  met  with  the  fame 
fate.  The  next  v/ho  fuffered  was  M. 
Daulan,  a  man  of  exemplary  good- 
nefs,  humane,  charitable,  takifig  no 
public  part,  but  lamenting  the  niif- 
fortunes  of  his  country  in  retire- 
ment and  privacy.  Without  any 
thing  whatfoever  being  imputed  to 
him,  he  had  been  fuddenly  hurried 
away  from  his  own  houfe  to  the 
gaol.  A  difpute  there  arofe,  whe^ 
ther  he  or  another  man,  of  the  name 
of  Philibert,  fiioiild  be  firll  dif- 
patched,  when  M.  Dauian  prefent- 
iiig  himfclf  to  the  aflafTins,  faid, 
"  if  you  mull  have  a  viftim,  I  am 
"  ready,  but  let  me  be  tlie  laft  :'* 
they  put  the  cord  round  his  neck, 
dragged  him  away,  and  hangad 
him.  His  will  being  foon  after 
opened,  was  found  to  contain  large 
legacies  to  the  hofpital'^,  and  the 
poor  of  every  parifh  in  xA^vignon. 

They  now  feized  a  young  man 
named  Buffardin,  who  with  the 
halter  already  faiiened,  had  mount- 
ed fome  fleps  of  the  ladder,  when  a 
party  of  national  guards  arrived 
from  the  neighbouring  dillrift  of 
Orange,  cut  the  rope,  and  fared  his 
life.  Two  other  perfons  were  fhot 
in  the  courfe  of  that  morning,  and 
numbers  crowded  into  the  prifons 
under  arbitrary  arrefls,  probablv 
for  the  purpoic  of  being  drawn  out 


been  guilty  of  anfwering*' yes,  or  of    one  by  one  and  murdered.     Jour- 
fifty  democrats  :"this  was  his  original     dan  prefided  at  thefe  atrocious  aft 


crime.  He  was  afterwards  accufed, 
without  theleafl  foundation, of  being 
concerned  in  making  a  fluffed 
figure,  fuppofed  to  be  a  burlefque 
upon  fome  of  the  municipal  officers. 


and  fome  accounts  fay,  when  the  ex- 
ecutioner feemed  unwilling  to  pro- 
ceed, in  the  inflance  of  M.  Dau- 
lan, threatened  him  with  his  drawn 
fabre.      The    mayor    of    Orange, 


He  was  obliged  to  conceal  himfelf,    aflUfted  and  difgufted,  would  not 

[P]  2  remaia 
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remain  to  be  a  witnefs  of  thofe 
fcenes  of  fedition  and  blood,  which 
he  had  no  authority  to  reprefs.  At 
the  reqiiefl-,  however,  of  all  the  re- 
fpedlable  citizens,  he  returned,  on 
condition  that  the  furviving  pri- 
foners  Ihould  be  delivered  over  to 
his  cuftody.  The  municipal  officers 
of  Avignon  did  not  fympathize 
^vithhis  feelings.  They  after^'ards 
claimed,  in  their  public  account  of 
difourfements,  to  be  allowed  a  fum 
of  66,421  livres,  or  about  2,768 
pounds  llerling,  '•'  for  the  affair  of 
"  the  loth  of  June  *;"  and  this  fum 
had  been  actually  procured  by  the 
fale  of  the  corn,  which  had  been 
provided  for  that  yea",  at  the  ex- 
pence  of  the  Pope. 

The  very  next  day,  under  the 
influence  of  thai  terror,  which  was 
the  obje(5l  of  all  thefe  (hocking 
fcenes,  meetings  were  called  to 
difcufs  the  queiiion  of  an  union  with 
France.  Of  courfe  the  queiiion  was 
carried.  Very  many  perfons,  it 
was  admitted,  did  not  attend,  and 
very  few  f:gned  tiis  regifler  of  the 
proceedings.  Books  therefore  were 
foon  after  opened  for  fignatures,  and 
of  all  defcriptions,  chiefly  the  lovvefl, 
and  including  even  children,  nine 
hundred  and  fixty  only  were  ob- 
tained. On  the  other  hand  it  was 
fubfequently  afferted  in  a  public 
pioteit,  that  between  tea  and 
twelve  thoufand  citizens  of  the 
higher  clafles,  had  bteu  forced  by 
infults,  outrages,  and  meaaces  to 
fly.  Under  the  influence  of  the  feme 
terror,  three  or  four  commonalties 
of  the  comtat  Venaiflin,  where   it 


bordered  upon  Avignon,  met  on  the 
12th,  13th,  and  J4ch  days  of  June, 
and  j  oined  that  city  in  the  vote  of 
union. 

The  connexion  of  the-  revolu-* 
tioniils  in  the  national  afljembly 
with  thefe  horrors  was  not  con- 
cealed. On  the  loth  of  June,  when 
the  infurreftion  was  ready  to  be 
carried  into  efi-'ed,  a  letteY  was 
publilhed  at  Avignon,  which  had 
been  written  many  months  before, 
by  M.  Camus,  on  occafion  of  the 
firlT:  dillurbances,  and  in  which  he 
expreffed  his  fatisfadion  at  the  in- 
telligence, the  pleafure  which  it 
would  give  the  national  aflTembljr 
to  be  made  acquainted  in  detail 
with  the  opci-ations  of  the  new  mu- 
nicipality, and  his  own  readinefs 
to  be  their  organ  in  Paris.  After 
the  lafl  events,  four  of  the  muni- 
cipal officers,  who  had  been  the 
fecret  infligators  of  them,  fent  aa 
extraordinary  melTenger  with  let- 
ters to  M.  M.  Bouche  and  Camus, 
demanding  the  fervices  which  they 
had  promifed,  and  referring  to  their 
former  correfpondencef ,  Theway 
being  thus  prepared  for  them,  de- 
puties were  fent  from  Avignon  to 
the  bar  of  the  national  aflembly,  to 
ofler  the  union  of  their  city ;  but 
nothing  of  importance  was  the» 
done  upon  that  fubjett. 

The  revolutionifts  of  Avignon 
now  demanded  admiilion  to  the  re- 
prefentative  aflembly  of  the  Com- 
tat, fitting  at  Carpentras.  This 
was  of  courfe  refufed,  and  the  re- 
fufal  tended  much  to  increafe  the 
ancient  animofity  between  the  twai 


*  A  printed  copy  of  this  account  was  produced  to  the  national  aflembly  by  the 
abbe  Maury.     See  his  fpeech  on  the  24th  May  I79i>  pac!;e43. 

f  This  letter  was  publilhed  on  the  17th  of  June,  by  M.  Baudoain,  printer  to 
the  national  alleiiibiy.  The  firft  paragraph  to  which  the  text  alhides,  was  liip- 
preffed  in  a  lecond  edition.  M.  BoucUe  then  denied  tiiat  he  had  received  any  fuch 
Ltur  I  M.  Carhus  did  not. 

rival 
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rival    cities.     The  faftion  of  the 
revoliitionifts,  in  fome  of  the  towns, 
took  part  againft  the  reprefentative 
afl'embly.    Three  hundred  of  them, 
in   the  town  of  Cavaillon,  finding 
themfelves  much  outnumbered,  fled 
to  Avignon,   where   they  were  re» 
ceived  with  open  arms,  and  a  body 
of  troops,  the  chief  ftrength  of  which 
coniiiied   in   about  a   hundred  and 
fifty   French  delerters,  marched  to 
reinftate   them.       Having  efteded 
this    iervice,    the    Avignon    army 
pufhed  forward,  carrying  wich  them 
^  waggon  loaded  vvith  efcutcheons 
of    the    arms    of    France,   which 
they  erefled  in  every  town  through 
which   they    pafled.     On  their  ar- 
rival    at     Carpentras,     they    dif- 
perfed  the  reprefentative  afl'embly, 
revived     the  fpirits   of  their  own 
adherents,  arid  under  the  terror  of 
their  prefence  obtained  an  irregular 
vote   for   the    uniun  with    France, 
and  the  appointment  of  an  eJedoral 
afiembly,   which    was  to   refide    at 
Avignon,  and   govern    both   ftates 
till   the    pleafure    of    the    afl'embly 
fhould  be  known.     But  no  fooner 
had  they  evacuated  Carpentras,  than 
the  violence  of  their  late   conduft 
united  the  majority  of  the  inhabi- 
tants  more  firmly  than  ever  againfl 
the  pretenfions  of  Avignon.     They 
refufed    to  fend  eledors,  and  col- 
lefted  the  fqattered  members  of  the 
old   reprefentative  afl'embly,  which 
now  met  under  the  title  of  the  aflTemr 
bly  of  St.  Cecilia.     On  the  other 
fide,  ^he  pretended  eleftoral  afl'em- 
bly, calling  itfelf  the  afl'embly  of 
the  department  of  Vauclufe,  fat  at 
Avignon,  and  alTerted  a  power  over 


the  whole  Comtat,  under  colour  of 
the  late  extorted  vote. 

The  democratical  fadlipn  in  the 
neighbouring  cities  and  dirtrids  of 
France,  openly  intermeddled  and 
fomented  the  quarrel.  The  jacobin 
club  at  Aix,  wrote  a  menacing 
letter  *  to  the  rep  reft  ntative  afl'em- 
bly at  Carpentras,  informing  them 
that  the  French  had  folemply  fworn 
proted^ion,  ■without  difiiniiion  of 
Jcti  or  country,  to  every  man  op- 
prefl'ed  by  hi.s  fellow-man,  and  ad- 
vertifing  them,  that  if  they  did  not, 
on  the  faith  of  Frenchmen,  fwear 
fafety  and  fupport  to  the  mayor  of 
Vaiibn,  M.  La  Vilafl'e,  and  his 
countryman  M.  Anfelme,  (the  two 
great  partifans  of  Avignon  in  the 
Comtat)  they  fliould  vanifh  from 
the  earth  which  they  polluted.  A 
fimilar  part  was  taken  by  a  club  at 
Valence,  and  by  another  at  Aries. 
The  mayor  of  the  latter  place,  M. 
Antonel,  a  man  of  violence  border- 
ing on  frenzy,  fupplied  the  army 
of  Avignon  with  ammunition  and 
cartridges,  and  incited  them  to  fome 
enterprize  worthy  <:si  their  caufe, 
while  he  was  himfelf  ilimulated  by 
the  jacobin  club  at  Paris. 

Cavaillon,  from  its  vicinity,  and 
the  machinations  of  the  democratic 
faftion  which  it  contained,  was  the 
firfl:  to  fuft'er.  On  the  26th  of  De- 
cember, a  meeting  of  500  inhabitants 
out  of  nearly  6,500,  deliberated  on 
the  fituation  of  the  Comtat,  without 
coming  to  any  definitive  refolution; 
but  on  the  10th  of  January  fol- 
lowing, the  town  was  attacked  by 
the  army  of  Avignon,  taken  by 
aflTault,  delivered  up  to  pillage,  in 


*  For  this  letter,  dated  the  \^  of  December  1790,  and  for  a  letter  from  theja- 
cqbin  club  of  Paris  to  the  mayor  of  Aries,  dated  7th  of  February  1791,  referring 
to  former  correlpondence,  fee  M.  CJ«rmont .  TviVnerre's  pamphlet,  entitled, 
L' Interpellation  de  M>  Bou9h&> 
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a  great  meafure  cleflroyed,  and  a 
great  number  of  the  inhabitants 
maflacred.  Among  ether  fangui- 
xiarv"  and  ferocious  afts,  it  is  cre- 
dibly related  that  a  French  deferter, 
having  <;ut  off  the  head  of  M. 
Roftang,  a  csptain  of  artillery  in 
the  French  fervice,  and  knight  of 
the  order  of  St.  LouiJ,  brought  it 
in  triumph  to  his  comrades,  and 
mingled  the  dripping  blood  in  the 
cups  over  which  they  were  cele- 
brating their  viAory.  It  was  not 
however  till  nine  days  after,  that 
269  perfons  could  be  got  together 
,to  vote  an  anion  v/ith  France.  The 
neighbouring  towns  and  common- 
alties, alarmed  for  their  own  fafety, 
after  this  terrible  example,  haftened 
to  prevent  a  fimilar  calamity,  by 
coming  to  _  difterent  relblutions, 
throwing  themfelves  in  diixcrent 
v%'ays  on  the  protecllon  of  France. 
Nearly  all  the  lower  diviiion  of  the 
Ccmtat,  including  Carpentra?,  en- 
deavoured thus  to  avert  the  llorm 
which  they  were  not  prepared  to 
refill:,  Moll  of  the  adls  of  federation 
(few  of  them  in  truth  purported 
any  thing  more)  were  dated  within 
four  or  five  days  o,f  the  defiruflion 
of  Cavaillon,  and  all  in  the  re- 
mainder of  the  fam.c  month.  The 
rames  /igned  to  them,  in  every  in- 
ftance  bore  a  very  Civ.zll  propo:  tion 
to  the  whole  population  *.  .  The 
whole  upper  dlvifion  of  the  Comtat, 
which  was  more  cut  of  the  re::ch  of 
thofe  robbers  and  aflalTins,  remained 
faithful  to  the  Pope. 

M.  la  Vilafie,  the  mayor  of 
Vaifon,  not  long  after  was  mur- 
dered,  and  with  him  M.  Anfelnne. 


This  was  faid,  on  the  one  fide,  to 
have  been  done  by  a  fmall  band  of 
peafants,  in  a  fudden  emotion  of 
refentment,  for  a  fcheme  which  he 
had  in  agitation,  to  turn  the  courle  of 
a  brook  that  watered  their  f  hinds. 
On  the  other  fide,  it  was  pretended 
to  have  been  a  confpiracy  formed 
by  the  chiefs  of  the  oppofite  party  ; 
and  to  have  occafioned  an  imme- 
diate declaration  of  war,  from  the 
city  of  Avignon  againft  Carpentras : 
bat  that  again  is  impoflible,  if  we 
can  at  all  credit  the  oppofi?e  ac- 
count, which  particularly  mentions, 
that.  M.  la  VJlafie  had  given  great 
difguft  by  marching  in  perfon  to 
the  iiege  of  Carptntras,  of  which 
place  he  was  himfelf  a  native.  IVi, 
Bouche,  in  fpeakingof  thefcmurders 
to  the  national  ail'embly,  painted  a 
highlycoloured  picture  of  the  bifhop 
of  Vaifon,  with  a  crucifix  in  one 
hand,  and  a  poignard  an  the  other, 
running  about  aTnong  the  affalTins, 
and  goading  them  on  to  every  fa- 
natical outrage  againft  the  dead 
bodies;  but  it  was  afterwards 
proved,  by  the  admiffion  of  all  par- 
ties, that  the  biiliop  was  not  near 
the  place,  for  a  confiderable  time 
before  and  after  the  event. 

The  lofs  of  their  two  great  parti- 
fans  in  the  Comtat,  enraged  inllead 
of  daunting  the  revolutionifts  of 
Avignon,  who  without  any  confi- 
deration  how  the  expence  was  to 
be  defrayed,  inftantly  voted  a  high- 
er pay,  than  any  Hate  ever  gave,  to 
all  who  would  enrol  themfelves  fo» 
an  expedition  againft  C;!rpvntras. 
Thus  warned,  the  inhabitants  of 
the  latter  town,  though  ilJ-provid- 


*  M.  Clermont-  j  onnene  gives  a  very  particular  analyfis  of  thefe  zSis,  in  his 
fpeech  of  the  2d  of  M:iy. 

f  See  on  the  one  tide,  the  fpccch  of  M.  Clermont-Tonnene,  oh  the  other,  the 
rfuort  of  M.  Scene-Defmaiions. 
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eel,  prepared  as  well  as  they  could 
for  their  defence.  They  even  re- 
folved,  with  fome  hafty  levies  of 
half-armed  pealants,  and  without 
any  artillery,  to  meet  their  enemies 
in  the  field.  An  engagement  en. 
fued  near  the  town  of  Sarrian,  but 
the  cannon  of  the  Avignon  army 
gave  them  an  advantage  not  to  be 
refifted.  They  followed  up  their 
fuccefs,  bv  plundering  and  burning 
Sarrian,  and  excrciiing  every  cru- 
elty upon  the  inhabitants.  Girls 
were  not  only  violated,  but  hor- 
ridly mangled  and  mutilated ;  in- 
fants were  butchered  at  the  mo- 
ther's breaft ;  and  rhe  priell,  a  ve- 
nerable man,  was  martyred  at  the 
high  altar,  in  attempting  to  pre- 
ferve  the  holy  facrament  from  pro- 
fanation. Laying  every  thing  wale 
as  they  marclied  alonu-,  they  ad- 
vanced to  the  walls  of  Carpentras, 
where  they  found  the  gates  fhut 
againft  them.  They  fat  down  there- 
fore to  as  regular  a  blockade  as  their 
forces  would  admit.  They  burnt 
eighty  houfes  in  the  adjacent  coun- 
try ;  they  feized  whatever  they 
could  find  ;  they  raifed  contribu- 
tions wherever  they  pleafed,  and 
carried  away  the  young  and  able- 
bodied  pealants  to  recruit  tkeir 
army,  fo  that  what  has  been  fre- 
quently mentinned  as  the  peculiar 
mifery  of  civil  wars,  was  a  com- 
mon incident  here,  that  brother 
fought  againfc  brother,  and  chil- 
dren againrt  their  own  parents.  All 
who  had  the  misfortune  to  fail  into 
the  hands  of  the  befiegers,  w;re 
treated  by  them   with   the    utmod 


cruelty.  They  murdered  their  own 
general  (an  Ir.lh  adventurer,  known 
by  his  chriftian  name  of  Patrick,  or 
Patris)  becaufe  he  wiflied  to  fpare 
the  life  of  a  prifoner.  On  hii  death, 
Jourdan  was  raifed  to  the  command, 
as  a  fit  inftrument  for  the  *  r  al 
leaders  at  Avignon,  behind  whom 
they  might  fcreen  themfeives  in 
cafe  of  ddu-per,  ^nd  who,  in  the-  eye 
of  the  law,  would  be  alone  reipon- 
fible  for  all  which  they  f^xretly  di- 
reded. 

While  he  and  his  troops  ftill 
remained  before  Carpentras,  he 
wrote  the  moft  infolent  and  threat- 
ning  letters  to  the  military  com- 
mittee of  Avignon,  telling  them 
that  there  were  traitors  in  the 
city;  that  the  exiftence  of  the 
military  committee  was  contrary  to 
the  decrees  of  the  national  aflem- 
bly;  that  the  department  of  Vau- 
clufe  had  given  him  the  command 
of  the  army,  to  fubdue  all  rebels, 
and  he  would  not  fufFer  them  to 
triumph  at  Avignon  ;  he  (hould  not 
name  the  traitors  till  a  proper  time, 
that  they  might  not  efcape  f  him. 
He  is  faid  to  have  kept  openly  on 
his  table,  a  lift  of  profcription,  in 
which  were  included  many  of  the 
municipal  officers,  and  the  mayor 
at  their  head.  He  even  publicly 
folicited  n  imes  from  his  followers, 
by  a  paper  J,  at  the  top  of  w'ich 
Was  written;  "  They  who  wiih  the 
"  under-named  lo  be  hanged,  have 
"  only  to  fign." 

During  this  difpute,  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Carpeatrns  m  '.de  a  vigo- 
rous fally  on  the  6ch  of  May,  and 


*  M.  Scene-Defmaifons' Report,  p.  iz. 

f  Cgrr'Tpondcnce  de  TArir.ee  Avignnnaifc,  &c.  Sec.  Sec. 

X  It  was  prir.ted  in  one  of  the  principal  news-paptrs  in  >fie  fcuth  of  France, 
and  :in  authenticated  copy  was  pi'oduced  to  tiie  national  aflcmbiy,  by  abbe  Alaury, 
May  24th,  J791  . 

[P]  4  killed 
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hilled  a  grer^t  number  of  the  ene- 
niy.     Thirty  died  of  their  wounds 
the   next   day  at    Mazan.     Many 
more  pcrifhedfor  want  of  affiltance. 
Several  v/aggons  loaded  with  the 
wounded,  all  proteftants  *,  from  the 
Cevennes,  and  the   neighbourhood 
of  Nimes,  were  brought,   and   the 
men  diftributed  in  the  hofpitals  of 
that  city   and  the  adjacent  towns. 
Emboldened  by  this  r\t.v.t,  the  in- 
habitants  of  the    Co-T.tat   formed 
three  little armit?  iu  three  different 
quarters,  whjch  falling  upon  Jour- 
dan's  detachments,  cut  off  many, 
drove   the   reft   before    them,  and 
fhut  him  up  in  his  principal  ftation 
at  Monteux.      At    the  fame  time, 
the  municipality  of  Avignon  fhew- 
cd,  that  they  defired  nothing  more 
than  to  get  rid  of  their  general  and 
his  army.      They    drove    out   the 
pretended     elefl'oral    afTembly    of 
Vauclufe,  his  immediate  employers, 
who  were  compelled  to  take  refuge 
in  the  town  of  Sorgues.    They  pro- 
fecuted  his  chief  friendi  and  fup- 
porters;  they  gave  him  no  fuccours; 
he  was  more  and  more  pufhed  by 
the  armed  citizens  of  the  Comtat, 
he  was  in   want    of  many  things, 
and   his   ruin  feemcd  tp  be  inevi- 
table. 

In  the  mean  time  the  national 
aflembly  of  France,  had  repeatedly 
difcuffed  the  great  queition  of 
union.  Before  the  committee 
which  was  appointed  could  make 
a  report  on  the  fubjedt,  M.  Petion 
brought  it  forward,  in  November 
1790,  arguing,  on  the  principles  of 
Rouffeau,  that  the  fovereignty  re- 
iidcd  in  the  people,  and  labouring 
to  fhow,  that  although  the  vote  of 


the   loth  of  June  was  '*  not  clear 
"  from  fome  very  painful  doubts," 
yet  not  having    been  fubfequently 
refcinded,  it  muft  be  fuppofed  to  be 
confirmed  by  the  will  of  the  people. 
He  was  oppofed  by    M.  Malouet, 
whoobferved,  that  ii  was  very  well 
known  the  inhabitants  were  reduced 
to   one  half,  and  were  under  the 
edge   of  the  fword.     M.  Tronchet 
fpoke  very  ably  on  the  fame  fide. 
Roberfpierre  and  others  fupported 
Petion,  but  the  aflembly  came  to  no 
definitive     conclufion.      After   the 
votes  pafled  by  the  towns  of  the  Com- 
tat in  January  1791,  the  committee 
was  ordered  to  make  a  report,  and 
thofe  debate?  enfucd,  in  which  it  has 
been  before  feen,  that  M.  Clermont- 
Tonnerre  having  diftinguifhed  him- 
felf,  narrowlyefcaped  being  aflaflina- 
ted  as  he  was  going  home,  and  his 
houfe  was  nearly  deftroyed.  On  this 
occafion,  accident  brought  to  light  a 
new  difcovery  of  the  means  by  which 
the  revolutions  of  France  and  Avig- 
non were  eifefted.  M.  TilTot,  one  of 
the  agents  of  Avignon    in    Paris, 
after  the  firft   debates,  wrote  con- 
fidentially on  the  fubjeft,  to  feme 
of  the  cabal  among   the    munici- 
pality   of    Avignon.     His    pack<;t 
was  fent  by  a  courier  of  the  na- 
tional   aflembly    of    France,    and 
being     accidentally     delivtred    in 
public,    was    immediately  opened, 
when  the  people  infifted  on  hearing 
its  contents.     In  one  of  the  letters, 
addrcfied     to     Lcfcuyer,    then    at 
IMonteux  with  the  army,  the  writer 
opened  the  fecret  hiflory  of  all  his 
intrigues  in   Paris.     Having  men- 
tioned, that  the  fiift  queftion  went 
againft  them,  he  related  the  fteps 


*  M.  Rabaut  St.  Etienne,  having  denied  the  facSl  that  any  cf  the  French  protef- 
tants were  concerned,  abhe  Maury,  whom  he  interrupted,  prodwccd  an  authentic 
lift  of  tlie  wounded  from  the  hofpitals. 

which 
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though  upon  the  face  of  them,  they 
were  llill  mere  exceptionable  than 
the  former,  containing  nothing 
from  the  Comtat,  except  one  peti- 
tion from  the  pretended  eledoral 
aflembly  of  Vauclufe,  were  referred 
to  the  committee. 

A  fecond  report  in  confequence 
was  made,  which  befides  ftating 
thefe  papers,  dwelt  on  the  anarchy 
that  defolattd  tlie  country;  the 
fields  withcut  even  the  appearance  of 
arifmg  crop;  the  towns,  forthemoft 
part,  pillaged  and  burnt;  the 
foldiers  fublifting  at  the  point  of 
the  fwoid,  and  the  whole  of  that 
beautiful  Ipot  verging  fo  rapidly  to 
utter  ruin,  that  if  France  did  rtot 
take  it  into  her  po'IefTion,  it  would 
foon  prefent  nothing  to  the  view, 
but  cinders  and  carcafes.  Tothefe 
confiderations,  were  added  thofe  of 
the  infinite  number  of  petitions  to 
the  fame  eited  unceafingly  tranf- 
mitted,  and  the  danger  continually 
incurred,  by  the  adjoining  depart- 
ments, and  diltridts,  of  Orange, 
Valence,  Aix,  Nions,  Chaceau- 
Renard,  Nimes,  Marfcilles,  Aries, 
Courthefon,  Taralcon,  and  many 
others,  all  which  were  defcribed, 
as  themfelves  on  the  brink  of  a 
civil  war,  from  the  open  and  ac'tive 
paj-t  which  the  inhabitants  took,  on 
the  one  fide  or  the  other,  in  the 
troubles  of  Avignon,  and  the 
comtat  Venaiffin.  The  affembly, 
however,   was   not   fe   whollv  loft 


vhich  had  been  taken  to  repair  that 
misfortune,  as  foon  as  the  prefidency 
ef  M.  Tronchet,  their  enemy,  fhould 
have  expired,  and  a  new  report  could 
be  made  by  the  commi'tcees.  "  Tlie 
people  of  Paris,  nvhc,"  he  *  faid, 
*'  had  fo  nuell  taught  penitence  to  the 
"  greater  numher,  ^ixculd  take  into 
"  confideration  thofe  <v:ho  had  'voted 
"  the  vjrongivay^''  and  profefl'edly, 
as  an  explanation  of  this,  he  told 
the  ftory  of  the  attempt  made  on  the 
life  of  M.  Clermont-Tonnerre, 
which  he  called  "  a  little  bint  for  the 
"  next  debate.'"  At  the  fame  time  he 
renewed  the  inftances  which  he 
afferted  himfelf  to  have  made, 
twenty  times  before,  to  the  muni- 
cipality, the  eledloral  body,  and  the 
whole  country,  that  they  would 
fend  him  freih,  and  more  I'atisfac- 
tory  documents ;  for  thofe  wiiich 
he  had,  efpecially  thofe  in  the  name 
of  the  Comtat,  he  was  fenfible  were 
altogether  informal  and  incon- 
clufive,  though  he  did  not  doubt 
to  be  able  to  fucceed,  and  of  getting 
the  affembly  to  overlook,  in  favour 
<?f  circumftances,  what  he  could  not 
but  allow  to  be  effential  defeats. 
This  letter  was  printed,  a  copy  of 
it  transmitted  to  M.  Clermont- 
Tonnerre,  and  by  him  denounced  to 
the  indignation  of  the  public,  and 
the  jullice  of  the  affembly.  M. 
Tiffot's  frefli  documents  were  ne- 
verthelefs  received  by  the  affembly. 
They  were   nine   in   number,  and 


*  Je  ne  doute  pas  du  fucctis ;  tons  ceux  qxii  ne  font  pas  evif^emment  noirs  et 
qui  avoient  ete  noirs,  ne  peiivent  plus  deceniment  diie  non :  il  fe  Ibnt  trop  bii.ii 
expliques  fnr  cela ;  ce  qui  nous  donne  la  tres  grande  majorite.  D'aiUeurs  LB 
ptupLE  DE  Paris,  qui  a  si  bien  amene  le  rep£Ntir.  du  plus  grands 
KOMBRE,  LEs  METTRA  EM  CONSIDERATION.  Four  l" explication  de  ceci, 
nious  faurez,  que  le  Jieur  Clermont-Tonnerre,  pcur  a'voir  trop  fait  tapage  contre 
nous,  Jaillit  etre  pendu  ou  jortir  de  la  fiance,  et  qu'il  fallut  tous  les  efforts  de  ia 
garde  nationale  et  du  fieur  Bailly,  pour  fauver  Ton  hotel.  C'EST  la  us  PETI- 
TIE  AVERTISSEMENT  pour  LUNDI.  See  Piece  tres-i'mportante  da-iss 
I'Affair  d' Avignon,  par  M.  Clermont- Tonnere,  le  19  Mai  1791,  pp.  6  and  7. 
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to  decency,  as  to  adopt  the  pro- 
pofed  decree.  Mediators  inllead 
were  ordered  to  be  fent,  under  a 
commillion  from  the  king,  to  reftore 
peace,  to  recal  all  Frenchmen,  and 
prohibit  all  recruiting  in  France  on 
either  fide.  The  reader  is  already 
acquainted  with  the  names  of  the 
liiree  perfons  appointed,  and  from 
their  own  fiibfequent  reports,  u  hich 
have  been  noticed  in  their  proper 
place,  muft  have  obferved  their 
political  party,  and  their  avowed 
connexion  with  jourdan. 

When  the  comJniilioners  arrived 
at  Orange,  they  took  into  their  con- 
fidence, two  men  notorious  for  their 
attachment  to  the  revolution,  and 
C»ne  of  them  a  commander  in  the  hrll 
expedition  againil  Cavaillon.  It 
is  true,  that  a  proclaniation  was 
ifflied,  ordering  both  parties  to  lay 
down  tlieir  arms;  well-intentioned 
men  obeyed  it,  but  it  was  not 
enforced  againft  Jourdan  and  his 
army.  The  latter  alfo  were  permit- 
ted, as  well  as  the  pretended  eiedoral 
aiiembly,  to  fend  deputies,  for  the 
purpofe  of  conferring  with  deputies 
from  the  municipalities  of  Avig- 
non and  Carpentras,  for  the  eila- 
blilliment  of  concord  and  concilia- 
tion. An  agreement  was  accord- 
ingly drawn  up,  by  which,  the  en- 
tire decifion  on  the  political  Itate 
of  the  country,  would  have  been  giv- 
en into  the  hands  of  the  pretended 
ele<Etoral  aflembly,  and  French 
garrifons  put  into  Avignon  and  Car- 
pentras. The  two  cities  rejefled 
-the  articles  with  great  indignation, 
and  remonftrated  upon  them,  but 
they  were  told  that  they  were 
known  to  be  in  fecret  connivance 


with  the  Pope,  and  if  they  wou?4 
not  fign  the  articles  willingly,  forcb 
muft  be  *  employed.  Ail  this  while 
the  principal  members  of  the  elec- 
toral aflembly,  ajid  the  chiefs  of 
Jourdan's  army,  had  (rtt  accefs,  and 
were  graciouily  received.  On  the 
19th  of  June,  the  mediators  made 
a  pompous  entry  into  Avigpon  ;  the 
caps  of  the  HufTars  who  efcorted 
thsm,  the  triumphai  arches,  whicii 
were  erefted  in  honour  of  them, 
the  lamps  ui'ed  to  illumi'iate  the 
city  at  night,  and  the  head-dref- 
fes  of  the  women,  had  mottos 
and  infcriptions  f  expreffive  of  an 
aftual  union  with  France.  All 
who  did  not  conform,  were  ill- 
treated  by  a  company  of  fixty 
zealous  patriots,  as  they  ftylcd  them^ 
felv'es,  who  went  about  for  that  pur- 
pofe, armed  with  leathern  thongs. 

Jourdan  and  his-  troops  had 
marched  into  Avignon  the  day 
before,  with  all  the  air  of  conquerors 
from  fome  glorious  atchievement. 
With  a  fcandalous  difplay  of  their 
own  reproach,  the  foldiei  s  wore  in- 
fcriptions in  their  hats,  announcing, 
in  large  letters,  that  they  were 
the  "  brave  banditti  of  the  army 
"  of  the  departm.ent  of  Vauclufe." 
To  thefe  banditti  and  their  general, 
the  mediators  did  the  honour  of 
their  firR  vifit ;  and  M.  Verninac 
St.  Maure,  hi  the  name  of  the  whole 
commifTion,  addrcfled  a  fpeech  to 
them,  full  of  the  moft  unqualified 
praifes  on  their  fidelity,  their  love  of 
liberty,  and  their  difcharge  of  their 
duty  as  foldiers.  They  lived  in 
the  clofeft  intimacy  with  Jourdan, 
and  they  were  perpetually  reproach- 
ing   the     municipal    officers    with 


*  Seethe  letter  of  the  mediators,  dated   Orange,  June   i6th,  1791.     No.  1, 
Pieces  Juiiificaiives,  annexed  to  the  "  Situation  Poli'.iqiie,"  &;c.  Sic. 
•{•  -Vivre  Libre,  I'raf^fcis,  qu  Mourir. 

ingratitude 
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ingratitude  to  thefe  their  bejie- 
faclors,  without  whom  the  revolu- 
tion never  would  have  been  efFefled 
and  confolidated.  The  mumcipal 
officers  wilhed  the  French  defertcrs 
under  Jourdan,  to  be  lent  back  to 
France,  and  the  reil  of  the  banditti 
tolay  down  their  arms;  but  ftill  this 
could  not  be  obtained,  and  they 
alone  were  fuffered  to  remain  armed 
and  embodied. 

Among  other  meafures,  the  me- 
diators ordered  ibme  French  troops 
of  the  line,  and  detachments  of 
artillery,  to  take  poireffion  of  all  the 
principal  towns,  under  a  pretence 
of  fecuring  peace  ;  and  foon  after 
they  wrote  a  letter  to  the  com- 
manding officer,  M.  Ferriere,  giv- 
ing him  fpecific  inlhuftioiis  for  the 
regulation  of  his  conduft.  They 
told  him,  he  muft  give  proteftion 
to  fuch  emigrants  as  fhould  come 
back,  but  he  mull  be  careful  that 
their  return  fhould  have  nothing  of 
triumph  in  it;  on  the  other  hand, 
he  muft  never  forget,  that  they 
who  came  from  Jourdan's  army, 
v/ere  citizens  who  had  facrificed 
every  thing  for  liberty,  and  who 
merited  eileem  and  confideration. 
He  was  above  all  thjngs  to  prevent 
party  defignations,  always  invidious, 
but  inexcufable  when  they  leaned 
hard  upon  thole  who  had  the  cou- 
rage *  to  fhed  their  blood  in  fup- 
port  of  liberty.  The  troops  of  the 
line   however,  by  their  good  beha- 


viour, in  molt  places  won  the  confi- 
dence of  the  inhabitants. 

There  was  to  be  an  afTembly  of 
aflive  citizens  at  Avignon,  on  the 
8th  of  July,  t9  deliberate,  among 
other  things,  on  the  union  with 
France  ;  application  was  made  to 
the  mediators,  for  a  detachment  of 
the  troops  of  the  line  to  mount 
guard  that  day;  they  promifed  it, 
but  never  gave  any  orders  to  that 
effeft.  Inllead,  an  hundred  of  the 
banditti  went  armed  to  thu  church, 
whicii  was  the  place  of  meeting, 
threatened  to  take  the  heads  of  any 
who  fliould  ihow  the  leaf!  delire 
of  remaining  under  the  dominion 
of  the  Pope,  and  added,  with  a 
favage  levity,  which  is  move  re- 
volting than  cruelty  itfelf,  that 
they  wanted  fome  heads  to  play  at 
bowls.  M.  Audifret,  one  of  the 
lirft  partifans  of  the  union,  ventured 
to  remonllrate^  was  felzed,  dragged 
before  the  mediators  as  a  ciiminal, 
and  by  them  reprimanded.  The  offi- 
cers of  the  regular  troops  then  in  the 
city,  complained,  that  it  was  too 
humiliating  for  military  men  to  be 
quiet  fpe6tators  of  fuch  excefles  as 
were  committed  with  impunity 
under  their  eyes,  and  defired  au- 
thority to  reprefs  them ;  on  which 
they  were  anfwered,  that  they 
fhould  keep  the  foldiers  in  their 
barracks,  without  regarding  what 
pail'ed  in  the  city. 

Tw-o  days  after,  the  diftriiSts  f  of 


*  See  their  letter  to  M,  Ferriere,  dated  ift  July.  Pieces  Juftificallves,  No.  2. 
'[  It  was  aflerted,  in  a  public  meinoriai  from  the  emigrants  of  Avignon,  that 
ibme  of  them,  having  aiked  the  mediators  at  Villa  Neuve,  on  the  5th  of  July,  whe- 
ther they  might  fafely  attend  the  meeting  the  next  day  ?  were  anfwered  "  Yes,  if 
•'  they  meant  to  vote  for  the  union ;  if  for  the  Pope,  their  lives  would  be  in 
.*'  jeopardy."  M.  Verninac  St.  Maurc,  however,  denied  this  in  the  national 
aflenibly.  Molt  of  the  ftfls  relatetl  in  the  text,  refpefting  the  partial  conduift  of 
tr.e  n-.ediators,  are  cuoted  by  M.  Clermont-Tonnene  fi-om  that  memorial.  Som« 
Others  of  the  fame  ftunip  are  added  frcni  the  Situ'dtion  Politiijue, 

Avignon 
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Avignon  met  on  the  fame  rubjed.. 
Jn  two  of  the  churches  tried  for 
that  purpofe,  the  banditti  opened 
feveral  graves,  and  publicly  threat- 
ened to  bury  every  perfon  alive,  who 
firould  vote  againll  their  opini- 
ons. One  of  Jie  officers  of  the  city, 
named  M,  A'lonnier,  who  defired 
thzt  all  fuch  perfons  as  did  not 
telong  to  the  diftrirt,  would  not 
^ifturb  the  meeting,  was  a£lualiy 
thrown  into  one  of  the  graves, 
though  he  was  fortunately  refcued 
alive.  When  the  mediators  were 
informed  of  thefe  tranfaftions,  they 
ordered  the  graves  to  be  filled  up, 
but  they  would  not  fufFer  the  mu- 
nicipality to  make  an  entry  of  the 
faft  on  the  proceedings. 

The  reprefentatiohs  of  the  nie- 
.diators,  had  now  obtained  from  the 
national  affembly  a  new  decree, 
giving  them  a  power  to  call  in  the 
national  guards  of  ihe  neighbouring 
departments,  as  well  as  the  troops  of 
the  line.  They  im.mediately  difmif- 
fed  moil:  of  the  latter,  and  fent  for 
ibme  chofen  bodies  of  the  former, 
not  indifcriminately  from  all  the 
neighbouring  departments  and  dif- 
trifts,  but  particularly  from  thofe 
which  had  aKvays  maintained  a 
tonneftion  with  Jcurdan  and  his 
army.  Thefe  were  principajly  from 
Marfeilles  *,  Aix,  and  Montpelicr, 
irom  the  proteflant  towns  of  the 
Cevenne?,  and  the  proteftant  com- 
panies cf  Nimes.  Four  hundred 
of  the  latter  were  marched  into 
Avignon,  on  the  morning  of  the 
j$th,  when  the  mediators  having  on 
the  preceding  day  obtained  a  vote 
to  their  minds  from  a  thin  meeting 
cf  the  dillrifts,  fummoned,  by  found 


ef  trumpet,  all  who  had  not  attend-. 
ed,  to  come  and  fign  the  refolution. 
With  the  help  of  thefe  national 
guards,  who  threatened  to  hang  all 
traitors  that  fliculd  pronounce  the 
name  of  the  Pope,  and  the  banditti, 
who  beat  two  m.en  to  death  for  not 
having  national  cockades,  a  fufficient 
number  of  fignatnres  was  procured. 

The  pretended  eleftoral  affem- 
bly, towards  the  latter  end  of  the 
month,openedits  fittings,  in  the  town 
of  Bedarrides,  under  the  protec- 
tion of  a  detachment  of  national 
guards  from  Marfeilles.  The  me- 
diators wrote  to  them  a  very  flat? 
tering  letter,  telling  them,  that  for 
the  honour  of  their  principles,  and 
the  good  of  the  llate,  they  were 
bound  to  recognife  in  them,  the 
depofitaries  of  the  fovereignty  of 
the  people,  who  had  delegated 
them  ;  and  that  the  national  affem- 
bly, in  honouring  with  their  appro- 
bation all  the  meafures  of  the  me- 
diators, had  rendered  homage  to 
the  fame  principles  :  they  were 
therefore  the  reprefentatives  of  the 
two  ftates,  formerly  known  by 
the  names  of  Avignon  and  the  com- 
tat  VenaifTm,  but  now  confolidated 
into  the  department  cf  Vauclufe. 

While  this  affernbly  was  exercif^ 
ing  the  powers  fo  committed  to  it, 
the  mediators  were  vifiting  different 
parts  of  the  Comtat,  to  give  pro- 
tection, as  they  laid,  to  thofe  of 
Jourdan's  recruits,  who  having  re- 
turned to  their  homes,  were  in  fome 
places  capitally  punifhed  for  their 
crimes  by  a  public  execution,  and 
in  others  put  to  death  by  private 
revenge.  They  went  alfo,  accom- 
panied by  guards,  to  various  meet- 


•  The  arrival  of  the  national  guards  of  Marfeilles,  to  exterminate  all  traitors^ 
w.^s  previoufly  announced  in  a  newlpaper  belonging  to  Tournal,  one  of  Jourdan's 

«5icers. 
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nigs  of  diftrlfts,  for  the  purpofe  of 
mriuencing  their  votes,  and  in  the 
upper  diviilon  of  the  Comtat,  where 
they  unirerfally  failed,  tliey.  fome- 
times  addreflcd  themfelves,  though 
in  vain,  to  the  populace.  In  one 
of  thefe  expeditions,  when  M. 
Scene- Defmaifon  entered  Carpen- 
tras,  heftruck  the  inhabitants  with 
the  greateil  conllernation  and  hor- 
ror, by  bringing  in  his  train,  Guer- 
rin  de  Mazin,  who,  during  the  ficge 
of  that  city>  was  reported  to  have 
cut  the  throats  of  fome  unarmed  pri- 
foners,  and  to  have  feailed,  with  his 
comrades,  on  their  livers  *.  There 
was  a  club  in  that  city,  which  was 
advsrfe  to  the  views  of  the  media- 
tors :  it  was  difperfed,  the  papers 
feized,  and  the  prefident  ordered  to 
attend  f  themat  Avignon,  and  give 
an  account  of  the  proceedings.  On 
the  other  hand,  M.  Verninac  him- 
felf  attended  a  Jacobin  club  in  the 
fame  city,  which  he  called  a  fociety 
devoted  to  the  priefthood  of  the 
French  laws,  and  where  he  delivered 
a  furious  inveftive  againfl  the  old 
government,  the  Pope,  and  queen 
Joan  of  Naples.  He  was  alfo  pre- 
iident  of  a  Jacobin  club  at  Avig- 
non, and  in  that  charadter,  figned  a 
circular  letter  to  X  contradid  the 
*'  calumnies  which  had  been  fpread 
*'  by  faftious  people  againll  the 
•*  citizens  and  foldiery,  who  at  Sar- 
'*  rian  had  vanquifhed  the  enemies 
"  of  the  French  conltitution." 

In  the  mean  time,  the  fiiuation 
of  Avignon  was  becoming  every 
day  more  critical,  Jourdan  and 
his  banditti,  not  being  able  to  ob- 
tain the  pay  which  they  demanded, 
lived  at  free-quarter :  they  feized 
what  they  choie,  and  the  fufferers. 


whv)  complained  to  M.  Verninac, 
and  his  colleagues,  were  anfvvered, 
that  the  men  mull  eat :  they  prelTed 
horfes,  and  then  otfered  to  Il-U  them 
again  to  the  owners,  fome  of  whom, 
applying  forredrefs,  were  told,  pay 
"  them,  pay  them,  y©u  are  very  well 
"  off  at  that  price."  At  lall  the  quef- 
tlon  of  the  army-debt  was  brought 
forward.  The  common  council  re- 
jected the  demand;  it  was  however 
llrongly  fupportcd  by  the  commif- 
fioners,  a::d  abbe  Mulot,  one  of 
them,  went  fo  far  as  to  threaten 
one  of  the  principal  oihcers  with  un- 
prifonment.  Three  days  after,  the 
banditti  returned  in  force  to  the 
charge.  M.  Verninac  addrelled  the 
council  in  their  behalf;  he  demand- 
ed, that  as  thefe  citizens  had  made 
great  facrifices  for  the  common- 
wealth, the  feftions  ihould  be  fum- 
moned  to  confider  of  a  proper  gra- 
tification. The  menaces  and  cries 
of  the  lamp-poll,  which  were  min- 
gled with  the  applaufe  of  his  fpeech, 
lucceei]ed  where  his  eloquence 
aloae  might  have  failed.  The  coun- 
cil agreed  to  allow  them  the  pay 
recently  fettled  for  the  French  army, 
by  the  national  alfembly,  (which, 
however  was  not  much  above  one 
third  of  their  demand)  and  to  call 
the  fed^ions  together  for  the  pur- 
pofe of  raifmg  the  money.  Flulhed 
with  their  vidory,  they  fpread  dif- 
may  through  the  city,  by  their 
fhouts  and  denunciations  of  ven- 
geance againft  all  the  ariltocrats. 
The  troops  of  the  line,  fcandalifcd 
at  the  diforders  which  they  were 
not  allowed  to  prevent,  defired  per* 
million  to  evacuate  their  polls,  and 
were  accordingly  relieved  by  the 
national  guards  of  >iimes.     The 


•  La  Situation  Politique  d' Avignon,  &c.  pp-  37  and  3!$. 

t  Pieces  Jullificatives,  No.  JJ,  j  Pieces  Jultificatives,  No.  4. 
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xnunicipality  immediately  opened  a 
forced  loan,  to  be  filled  ia  three 
days,  for  the  purpofe  of  fatisfying' 
Jourdan  and  Kis  troops.  Orders 
for  the  inftant  payment  of  diiferert 
fums,  from  fix  hundred  upjo  four 
thouTand  livres,  were  fent  to  fuch 
of  the  citizens  as  were  feleded  for 
this  arbitrary  afTefliTient.  The  me- 
diators, if  any  complaints  were 
made  to  them  of  thefe  exaftions, 
only  anfwered,  "  pay  immediately, 
«  nothing  can  be  more  juft."  They 
cveo  illued  their  warrants  for  the 
arreft  and  imprifonment  of  fome 
who  refufed. 

Their  next  ftep  was  to  reinflate 
M.  Raphe],  the  early  *  correfpon- 
dent  of  M.  M.  Camus  and  Bouche, 
in  the  otfice  of  chief  juftice,  which 
he  had  vacated  to  follow  the  army, 
and  which  had  been  filled  by  the 
dillridls  with  a  much  more  refnec- 
table  man,  of  the  name  of  Couf- 
taing.  No  fooner  was  M.  Raphel 
again  placed  in  the  judgment- feat, 
than  he  quafhed  all  the  proceedings 
againft  M.  M.  Mainville,  Duprat, 
and  Tournal,  who  had  been  chiefs 
under  Jourdan.  The  two  former 
therefore  were  reftored  to  the  ex- 
ercife  of  their  fundions,  as  milni- 
cipai  officers,  and  the  latter  to  his 
rank  of  Notable, 

By  thcfe  intrigues,  the  effeflive 
power  of  the  city  was  put  into  the 
hands  of  thofe  who  were  in  concert 
with  jourdan.  The  latter  loft  no 
time  in  repeating  the  old  demand  of 
pay  to  the  full  extent,  w  hlch  M.  Ver- 
ninac  had  compromifed  in  his  name. 
Thefe  pretcnhons  were  urged  with 
the  fame  infults  and  menaces  as  be- 
fore. At  length,  on  Sunday  the  2111, 
Jourdan,  at  the  head  of  two  hun- 
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dred  men,  m.ade  himfelf  mailer  of 
the  palace,  infilled  on  having,  from 
the  m.unicipality,  the   keys  of  the 
arfenal,  got  pofTeffion  of  a  quantity 
of  gunpowder  and   cannon,   which 
he  loaded  and  pointed  at  every  ap- 
proach to   the  palace.     The  alarm- 
bell  was  founded.    The  citizens,  in 
difmay,  hurried  away  from  the  city 
at  every  outlet.     All  of  diftinftion 
who  remained,  and  fuch  of  the  mu- 
nicipal   officers     as    were   not    of 
Jourdan's  party,    were  feized    and 
imprifoned  in    the  pal.ce    to    the 
number   of  fixty,   or  as  fome   ac- 
counts fay,  eighty.     The  houfes  of 
two  opulent  citizens  were  pillaged. 
A  perion  of  the  name  of  ForelHer 
was   murdered  with  circumftances- 
of  great   cruelty :    his   two    arms 
were  firft  hacked  off,  he  was  wound- 
ed   with    a    pifto!,  and  afterwards 
difpatched  with  mufquets,  his  head 
cut  ofF,  and  carried  in  triumph  on  a 
bayonet.     The  prlfoners  in  the  pa- 
lace were  drawn  out  one   by  one, 
condemned  by  a  mock  trial,  and  af- 
faiTmated.     Fifteen  are  faid  to  have 
perifhed  in  this  manner  during  the 
two  or  three  iirll  days.     M.  Aime, 
who  had  originally   been  a  warm 
promoter  of  the  revolution,  though 
as  ajullice,  he  had  afterwards  taken 
the  informations  againft  the  chiefs 
of  the  banditti,    had  efcaped  into 
France ;  but  he   had  too  laudably 
dilHnguilhed  himfeif  in   thofe  pro- 
fecuticns,   not   to    be    marked  for 
deftruftion.    By  a  fecret  expedition, 
he  was    furprifed   in  the  night  at 
Maillane,  where  he  had  taken  re- 
luge,  and  was  brought  into  Avig- 
non, ftretched  out  in  a  cart  nearly 
dead,  bathed  in  his  own  blooil,  and 
covered  with  jvcunds,  while  one  of 


*  See  the  proclamation  of  the  mediatois  refue(5ling   M.  Raphel,  dated   JOth 
Auguii,  in  Pieces  Jultificalives,  No.  7. 

the, 
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the  affaffins  was  fitting  by  his  fide 
with  a  drawn  fabre  in  his  hand, 
exulting  over  him  to  the  populace, 
and  reviling  him  in  the  moll  oppro- 
brious language.  His  wife  and 
children  implored  permiflion  to 
take  a  lafl:  £*re\vell,  but  were  re- 
fufed  with  infolence  and  brutality. 
His  eldell  fon  threw  himfelf  at  the 
feet  of  abbe  Mulct,  who,  wliether 
fearing  the  licentioufnefs  of  the  op- 
prefTors,  or  the  defperate  refe-it- 
ment  of  the  opprefTed,  had  fled  to 
Courthefon  in  France,  and  with  all 
the  importunity  of  filial  piety  in- 
treated  him  to  interpofe  the  autho- 
rity of  his  mediation  in  favour  of 
his  father;  but  that  authority  was 
now  unable  to  check  the  lawlefs 
violence  which  it  had  fofiered. 
Mailers  of  the  city,  the  banditti 
pubiifhed,  by  found  of  trumpet,  an 
edift  of  indefinite  profcription  a- 
gainft  air  who  ftould  not  fupport 
the  nation,  the  conflitution,  and 
liberty.  At  the  fame  time,  they 
difcuiTed  the  projecil  of  a  new  tax, 
to  the  amount  of  a  hundred  thou- 
fand  crowns,  while  the  pretended 
eledoral  afiembly  on  their  fide,  fa p- 
prefled  the  religious  orders,  and  con- 
fifcated  their  property.  Amidilthefc 
continual  alarms  and  vexations,  few 
of  any  decent  defcrfption  chofe  now 
to  remain  in  Avignon ;  numbers 
fled  daily,  and  tlie  population  of 
that  city,  which  had  conlilled  of 
thirty  thoufand  inhabitants,  was  re- 
duced under  five  thoufand.  The 
furviving  prifoncrs  in  the  dungeons 
of  the  palace,  had  fiom  time  to  time, 
new  companions  in  mifery,  till  the 
innocent  and  the  guilty,  thofe  who 
had  preferved  their  duty  inviolate 
to  their  fovereign  and  their  God,  . 
and  thofe  who  had  renounced  both, 
were  foon  after  confounded  in  one 
iudifcriminate  maflacre,  which  came 


to  be  boafted,  as  one  of  the  fignal 
atchievements  of  the  revolution. 

Such  was  the  lamentable  con- 
dition to  which  this  once  flourifiiing 
and  happy  fpot  was  reduced,  when 
the  national  afTembly,  in  the  manner 
already  related,  took  it  into  their 
own  hands,  under  a  pretence  of  put- 
ting a  flop  to  thole  calamities  which, 
their  intrigues  had  occafioned  ;  and, 
in  that  condition  they  left  it  to  their 
fucceflbrs.  The  example  which  was 
thus  made,  and  the  principles  on 
v/hich  it  was  jullified,  could  not  but 
intsreft  every  fovereign  in  Europe, 
but  more  particularly  applied  to  the 
king  of  Sardinia,  who  held  terri- 
tories which  had  been  anciently  dif- 
mtmbered  in  the  fame  manner  from 
Provence  ;  and  the  whole  train  of 
the  tranfaftions  was  another  direft  at- 
tack upon  the  German  empire.  Pro- 
vence was  a  part  of  the  ancient 
kingdom  of  Arks;  and  at  the 
time  of  both  celiions,  firft  of  the 
comtat  ^-enaiffin,  and  afterwards  of 
Avijncij,  the  Emperor  was  the 
undoubted  fovereign.  During  the 
interval,  in  the  year  1259,  Louis  the 
IX:h  of  France,  and  Raymond  count 
of  Touloufe,  by  a  folemn  inllrum.ent 
recognifed  his  fupremacy  over  all 
the  territory  on  the  left  of  the 
Rhone  ;  the  ceflion  of  Avignon,  hf 
queen  Joan,  was  thought  neceflary 
to  be  ratified  by  him;  fo  late  as 
the  Year  1 366,  the  Emperor  Charles 
the  JVth  was  folemnly  crowned 
king  of  Aries;  and  twelve  years 
after,  at  Paris,  he  conferred  on  the 
dauphin  Charles  the  title  and  au- 
thority of  vicar  of  the  empire  for 
that  kingdom.  It  was  by  virtue  of 
this  inflruraent  (which,  down  to 
the  time  of  the  revolution,  was 
preferved  in  the  archives  of  Paris) 
that  the  kings  of  France  exer- 
cJied    power    over  Provence,    till 

they 
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they  fucceeded  by  blood  to  the 
ancient  counti,  wl4cn  they  dropped 
their  vicarial  authority.  They 
were  vaflals  too  powerful  to  be 
compelled  to  co  homage  ;  but  the 
Pope  had  always  acknowledged 
his  little  domains  to  be  fiefs  of  the 
empire,  and  if  the  kings  of  Fx-ance 
chofe  to  remount  to  the  rights  of 
the  counts  of  Provence,  at  the  epcjch 
that  the  refpe£tive  ceffions  to  the 
Roman  fee  took  place,  they  could 
only  claim  thofe  rights  as  they  then 
flood,  fubject  to  the  cognifance 
and  controul  of  the  then  undifputed 
fovereign.  In  facl,  when  the  kings 
of  France  had  feized  thefe  terri- 
tories of  the  Pope,  the  Emperors  had 
been  in  the  cuftoin  of  interpofing 
the  proteftion  of  their  fovcreignty. 
This  was  efpecially  done  in  176S, 
when  poiTeffion  was  taken  by  Louis 
XVth,  and  it  was  in  confequence 
of  the  proofs  exhibited  by  the  im- 
perial minider,  to  the  perfedl  fatis- 
fadion  of  the  court  of  Verfailles, 
that  the  work  of  M.  Monclar  was 
fuppreffed. 

While  the  wrongs  of  the  princes 
in  Alface  and  Lorraine  were  ftill 
under  confideration  of  the  diet  at 
Ratisbon,  this  new  queftion  was 
brought  before  them  *,  by  the 
archbilhop  of  Treves,  who  was 
arch-chancellor  of  the  empire    for 


by   the  national  aflembly,  yet  iktf 
were  notorioufly  made  by  privatd 
agents  of  the  French  clubs,  in  un-^ 
doubted  connexion  with  the  leaders 
of    the    revolution.        Incendiary* 
pamphlets    and   papers  were  early 
diftributed   among    the  peafants  of 
Fribourg,  Soleure,  and  other  arillo- 
eratical  cantons  of  Switzerland,  to 
acquaint  them  vvith  their  grievances, 
which  they  did  not  feem  tnemfelves 
to  feel.     In    the   fummer  of  1790; 
M.  de  Perigny,  a  French  agent,  was 
taken    up  in  the  Pais  de  Vaud,  for 
diftributing  writings  calculated  to 
raife    an    infurredtion   among    the 
peafants.     He  was  alfo  accuted  of 
having    endeavoured    to    kindle    a 
civil   war  between  the  peafants  of 
the     Upper    and    Lower    Valais. 
Yet  fearing  to  oifend  the  govern- 
ment    and    national    aiTernbly    of 
France,  the  Swifs  only  banifhed  him 
for  ever  from  the  country.  The  14th 
6f  July,  however,  was   celebrated 
the  next  year,  by  a  large  party  with 
great  parade  and  oltentatlon.  Soon 
after,  the  fenate  of  Berne  took  up 
feveral  perfons  on  charges  of  treafon, 
repeated  information   having  been 
received,    that   a    plot    had    beea 
actually   laid,  in  concert  with  fome 
of  the  jacobin  clubs  of  Dijon,  and 
other    places    on    the  borders,   to 
effed  the  union  of  the  Pais  de  Vaud 


the    kingdom  of  Aries,  and  added     with   France,  in   the  fame  manner 
not  a  little  to  the  jealoufy  and  irri-     as  that  of  Avignon  and  the  Comtat 

Venaiffin  ;  and  it  was  added,  that 
the  ramifications  of  this  confpiracy 
extended  to  Geneva,  and  part  of 
Savoy.  It  was  on  this  occafion 
that  the  club  of  Dijon,  wrote  the 
oifenlive  and  imperious  letter  to  the 


tation,  which  the  members  of  the 
Germanic  body  felt  at  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  national  aliembly. 

If  direct  attempts  to  diflurb  the 
peace  of  other  neighbouring  coun- 
tries   were  not  openly    fanftioned 


«  In  an  official  report  full  of  learning,  and  altogether  highly  fatisfiifloj-y 
on  the  iuhiect.  It  was  afterwards  printed  at  Rauibon,  in  French,  and  is  the 
iburce  of  the  fliort  Itatement  which  has  b^n  given  above,  of  the  Emperor's  rights, 
and  coniiexion  wiUi  Avignori, 

bailiff 
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bailiff  of  Laufanne,  which  has  been 
already  ftated,  and  Swifs  writers  in 
the  French  journals,  openly  advifed 
the  French  to  feize  the  Pais  de 
Vaud,  as  part  of  the  ancient  king- 
dom of  Burgundy.  It  is  curious 
to  obferve  thefe  enemies  of  every 
thing   feudal,  perpetually   hunting 


tation  of  their  papers :  yet  the  af- 
fembly  never  made  any  one  decla- 
ration, or  took  any  one  direct  mea- 
fure  to  quiet  the  juii  alarms  of  the 
cantons.  They  even  received  with 
favour  ;.t  their  bar,  foon  *  after  the 
afi'air  of  Nancy,  a  deputdtion  from 
a  Swifs  club  at    Paris,   who  were 


for    pretexts   of  ambition,    among     known  to  be  adverfe  to  the  exilHng 
-obfolete  feudal  rights,   at  bell  of  a     governmentsof  their  native  country. 


doubtful  kind,  and  extinguilhcd  by 
a  pofleflion  of  centuries  fuperadded 
to  formal  recognitions  of  repeated 
treaties. 

In  the  beginning  of  179 1,  the 
magiftrates  of  Geneva  were  in- 
fulted  with  fongs,  borrowed  from 
the  French  revolution,  and  altered 
to  the  circumllances  of  that  repub- 
lic; threatening  them,  and  all  the 
burghers  too,  with  the  lamp-poih 
Thel'e  indications  were  foon  fol- 
lowed by  an  open  attack  which  the 
neighbouring  peafants  made  upon 
the  town,  but  the  firm  countenance 
of  the  citizens  preventing  any  party 
within  the  walls  from  fhewing 
itfelf  ifi  favour  of  the  infurgents, 
the  latter  were  repulfed.  There 
was  no  doubt,  that  the  Swifs  pea- 
fants had  been  excited  to  this  daring 
attempt  by  their  French  neighbours 
in  the  county  of  Gex;  and  the 
mayor  of  that  town  was  fuppofed 
to  have  been  the  fecret  author  and 
planner  of  the  whole. 

Thefe  fadls,  and  the  fufpicions  of 
the  magiftrates  of  Berne  and  Ge- 
neva, were  no  fecrets  to  the  national 
aflembly :  every  thing  was  repre- 
fented  in  the  moft  exulting  manner, 
on  the  fide  of  the  revolution  by  the 
French  Journalifts,  infomuch  that 
the  fenate  of  Berne  found  it  necef- 
fery  at   laft  to  prohibit  the  imp or- 


and  who  in  their  addrefs  on  that 
occafion,  mingled  very  inte'ligible 
cenfures  on  thofe  governments. 

An   emift'ary  of  the  jacobin  club, 
appeared  alfo  the  fame  fpring  at 
Naples.     He  chofe  his  time  when 
the    king    was    gone  to  -  meet  the 
Emperor.     He  took    his   llation  in 
the    great    fquare,  dreffed   in   the 
habit  of  a  pilgrim,  diftributed  i'edi- 
tious  hand  bills,  and  kept  afteifledly 
killing  a  llone,  which,  he  informed 
the  populace,  was  from  the  ruins  of 
the  Baftile       The  Lazzaroni,    at- 
tached to   their  king,  and  uuder- 
ftanding  no  more  of  his  harangue, 
than  that  he   wanted  to  excite  an 
infurredlion,  were  for  throwing  him 
into  the  fea.    Their  chi^f,  however, 
thought    it    right    to    inform    the 
minifter.      He  did   fo,  adding  his 
advice,  to  which  he  repeatedly  re- 
curred, that  the  beft  way  would  be 
to   throw   the  pilgrim  into  the  L-a. 
At  laft,  finding  the  minilter  refolute 
to  proceed  a  little  more  according 
to  the  ordinary  forms  of  julHce,  he 
undertook  with  his  fellows  to  con- 
duct the  offender  to  prifon,  whence  " 
he  was  afterwards  lent  into  bmiih- 
ment    in    the  ifland  of  Maritima, 
one  of  the  .^gades  on  the  welt  fide  f 
of  Sicily.    Some  fymptoms  in  Spain, 
during  this  fame  year,  induced  the 
court  of  Madrid   to  o;der  a  par- 


•  See  Ann.  Reg.  Vol.  32,  for  1790.    Hift.  Art.  pa^e  154. 
t  Count  Stolberg's  Travels. 
Vol.  XXXIV.  [^1 
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ticular  oath  of  allegiance  to  be 
taken  by  foreigners,  and  all  inter- 
courfe  betvveeivthem  and  their  own 
Tefpeftive  countries  to  be  prohibit- 
ed; a  mcafure  underllood  to  be  di- 
redled  againfl  the  French,  of  whom 
there  were  no  lefs  than  6o,oco  in 
Spain.  Several  other  Rates  were 
alfo  alarmed, and  many  dillurbances, 
or  attempts  at  dillurbances,  more  or 
lefs  direftlv  attributed  to  French 
agency,  are  related  in  the  foreign 
journals  of  this  period.  But  dif- 
ferent  parts  of  Germany,  or  the 
German  dependencies  in  the  Ne- 
therlands, feem  to  have  been  the 
principal  fcenes  of  thefe  machina- 
tions; and  the  diet  of  Ratifbon,  not 
]ov.g  after  the  fenate  of  Berne, 
found  Jt  nec"llary  for  their  own 
fafctv  to  recommend,  that  the  Em- 
peror Ihoiild  take  genera!  mrafures 
throughout  the  empire,  te  prevent 
the  civcuL-'.tion  of  fediiious  vvritings 
and  principles,  temiing  to  raife  in- 
furrediou;,  and  overturn  the  con- 
llitution.  All  thefe  culpable  afts 
Jind  defigns  certainly  cannot  be 
immediately  imputed  to  the  na- 
tional afiembly,  but  they  were  jull 
grounds  for  all  the  powers  of  Eu- 
rope, efpecially  thofe  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood, to  keep  a  ftrifter  eye 
Bpon  the  declarations  and  conduft 
©f  the  aiiembly  itfelf ;  and  of  what 
-jfiaturt:  they  were,  has  been  already 
ieen. 

Tiie  French  revolution  found, 
count  Hertzberg  at  the  head  of  the 
iPruilian  counfels.  His  preference 
of  a  well  -  adminiilered  monarchy 
jto  every  other  form  of  govern- 
ment is  well  known.  He  believed 
that  provincial  ftates  might  be  of 
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great  utility  under  a  king,  but  ht;, 
thought  that  ftates-general,  with  a 
legiflative  power,  were  attended 
with  iome  danger,  from  the  dif- 
pofition  of  fuch  bodies  to  extend 
the  limits  of  their  authority,  and 
he  v/ithout  fcruple  pronounced  the 
celebrated  dillinftion  of  Montef- 
quieu,  that  virtue  was  the  principle 
of  a  republic,  and  honour  of  a 
monarchy,  to  be  a  *  confufion  of 
ideas,  and  a  mere  fophifm.  In  regard 
to  his  practical  politics,  he  julllv 
tli.ought,  that  the  general  balance  of 
power,  and  with  it  the  independence 
and  happinefs  of  Europe,  depend- 
ed principally  on  the  internal  ba- 
lance of  Germany,  as  fettled  by  the 
treaty  of  Weftphalia,  which  in  his 
judgment  was  "defervedly  elleem- 
"  ed  the  firll  facred  law  to  all  the 
"  nations  of  Europe  ;"  and  he  fur- 
ther held,  that  it  peculiarly  belonged 
to  Pruflia,  from  local  circumftances, 
to  take  a  decided  part  in  the  con- 
fervation  of  that  iyllem,  guiding 
herfelf,  upon  every  occafion,  by  the 
rules  and  maxims  of  a  grand,  wife, 
juft,  and  generous  policy.  Such 
were  his  laft  opinions  f ,  under  his 
old  mafler,  whom  he  had  ferved 
near  half  a  century,  and  they  pro- 
feflVd  to  look  forward  to  the  reign 
of  the  fucceflbr.  To  all  this,  he 
added  a  true  eftimate  of  the  phi- 
lofophical  reformers  in  France, 
whofe  charafter  he  had  learned  to 
appreciate  from  Frederic  the  great. 
That  able  ftatefman  and  great  mo- 
narch early  conceived  an  alarm  at 
the  defigns  of  his  literary  friends. 
He  generally  warned  kings  of  their 
danger,  in  a  critical  examination, 
which  he  publilhed,  of  the    fyllem 


*  See  his  Academical  Differtation,  in  1784,  on  the  beft  form  of  government: 
and  his  letter  to  the  king  of  PrufTia,  dated  January  26th,  1787,  in  coiUequence  op 
;||(ffing  received  the  Icings  Eflay  on  Govei'nraenL. 
"'•^i  See  M.  Hertabefii's  Acaderi-iitalDiffertaticn,  i7S<. 
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cf  nature,  one  of  the  books  which  verfal  peace,  and  to  fubfift  without 

iiTued  from  the  Secret  club  at  baron  a  Handing  army;  and  finally,  their 

Holbach's,  and   which   went  under  difpofition    to    tear  eacli  other  in 

the   name   of  Robinet,  but  was,  in  pieces  with  inteftine   wars,  if  they 

truth,  principally,    if  not  entirely,  were   mailers  of  arms  and  troops, 

compcfed  by  Diderot.     He    parti-  Treating  them   as  he   then  did  *, 

calarly  laid  open  the  whole  plan  of  with  ridicule  and  contempt,  he  con-' 

the  Encyclopedilts  for  overturning,  eluded  with  propofing  to  give  thei'e 

under  the  pretence  of  improving,  men  the  government  of  fome  prc- 

Europe.     He  pointed  out  their  ar-  vince,  which  dcferved  to  be  feverely 

rogant  contempt  of  all  antiquity  ;  chaftifed,  that  experience,  when  they 

the  noble  affurance  with  which  they  had  turned  every  thing  upfide-down, 

a'ferted    any  paradox  that  croffed  might  convince  them  of  their  own 

their  imagination ;    their   fcientific  ignorance.      In  the  latter  part  of 

jargon ;  the   unrelenting  fury  with  his    life,  he  feems  to  have  viewed 

which  they  avenged    all    rebellion  the    matter   more    ferioufly.       A.n 

againll   the  majefty  of  their  philo-  anecdote  is  related  of  him,  thousjh 

fophy ;  their  pretenfions  to  an  ele-  not   in  print,  which   if  it  could  he 

vated  ftyle  of  thinking,  to  a  right  verified,  would  imn-ied lately  apply 

of  fpeaking  the  truth  in  all  cafes,  to  this  point.     It  is  faid,  that  hav- 

and    to    a  monopoly  of  all   truth  ing  liftened  to  an  amicab'e  debate 

among  themfelves ;    their  boall  of  between    M.    Hertzberg,   and    the 

their  own  light,   and   of  their  la-  marquis    Luchefini,   in    which   the 

hours    for    enlightening    mankind,  latter  maintained,  againfl  the   opi- 

by  attacking  all  forts  of  prejudices  nion    of  the  former,  that   Europe 

in  an  infinite  variety  of  infidious  was  likely  to   become  in  a  great 

publications;  their  affeftation  of  a  degree    republican,    and   that    the 

holy  horror  for  war;   their  invec-  monarchy  of  France  was  in  efFeft 

tives    againl^  military  glory,   and  very  much  republicanized,  the  king, 

military    men,    whom    they  repre-  after  pauiing  a  little,  faid,  he  did 

f«nted   as  mercenary    robbers   and  not    think    the  marquis    very   far 

cut-throats,     fent   by   a  tyrant    to  wrong.     In  his  general  principles 

commit   all    forts    of   crimes    and  he    certainly  fhewed  that  he  had 

atrocities  upon  the  innocent  people;  fomevvhat  changed  his  manner  of 

their     fcherhes    of   reforming    all  thinking.     Not  a  year  before  his 

governments,     and     efpecially     of  death,  when  M.  Condorcet  had  fent 

making  France  a  republican  ftate,  him  his  treatife  againft  capital  pu- 

cf  which  a  geometer  fhould  be  the  nifhments,  he  anfwered,  that  he  had 

legiflator,    and  geometers  the  go-  found  from  experience  how  necef. 

vernorsi  which  was  to  profefs  uni-  fary  it  was,  not  to  hold  negligent* 

*  Tlie  Dialogue  of  the  Dead,  between  prince  Eugene,  the  dukeofMarlborou^, 
and  prince  Winceflaus  of  Lichtenfteim,  whence  the  above  cliarailer  of  the  Ency- 
clopedifts  is  taken,  was  wirtten  about  the  year  1773;  it  fpeaks  of  the  late  lord 
Cheflerfield,  and  the  king  of  Sardinia,  as  being  the  iaft  arrived  below.  Tliis  is  a 
very  early  and  diftinci:  prophecy;  or  rather  it  is  in  truth  not  lb  much  a  prophecy, 
as  unexceptionable  evidence  from  one  who  was  in  the  fecret,  but  did  not  like  that 
partot  ihe  conipiTacy  which  was  levdlad  at  his  (>wa  dignity  and  fsma. 
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ly  any  of  the  reins  by  which  man- 
kind is  guided ;  and  we  are  informed 
by  his  hifloriographer  Denina,  with 
reference  to  the  licentioufnefs  which 
he  had  too.mucih  encouraged,  that 
towards  the  end  of  his  days,  he 
frequently  faid,  '•  he  would  wil- 
*'  lingly  part  with  one  of  his  fingers, 
"  if  he  could  have  left  the  morals 
"  of  the  nation  fuch  as  he  had/ound 
«'  them." 

Frederic  William,  when  he 
'mounted  the  throne,  though  he  had 
been  admitted  into  the  brotherhood 
of  the  Illuminated,  manifefled  a 
marked  refpedt  for  religion.  Ke 
regularly  attended  thofe  preachers 
who  were  eftcemed  the  moil  or- 
thodox, and  iiTued  an  edlcl,  which 
occafioned  a  great  ferment  among 
thofe  literary  men  of  Germany  who 
\sere  favourers  ct  the  new  dodlrines. 
There  was  alfo  one  particular  of 
his  condufi,  which  early  fecmed  to 
fliew,  that  the  lenbn  of  the  French 
revolution  was  not  loll  upon  him. 
He  abandoned  a  defign,  which  he 
had  once  entertained,  of  afi'embling 
deputies  from  all  the  different  pro- 
vinces of  his  dominions,  for  the  fo- 
lemn  promulgation  of  a  new  code  of 
laws,  which  had  been  begun, but  was 
left  unfiniflied  by  his  predecefibr  *. 
Occupied,  however,  as  he  and  his 
miniller  were  with  the  balance  of 
the  north,  which  more  immediately 
touched  Pruflia,  and  following  the 
ancient  policy  of  the  houle  of 
Brandenbourg,  rather  to  watch  op- 
portunities with  a  formidable  force 
ready  to  take  advantage  of  circum- 
llances,  than  haiHly  to  commit  the 
llat^by  decifive  meafures,  they  con- 
tented themfelves  with  keeping  the 
French  national  aflembly  in  view. 


and  while  no  imminent  danger 
threatened  from  that  quarter,  ap- 
peared to  rell  fatisfied  with  the 
declaration,  that  France  would  at- 
tempt no  conquefts.  After  the 
convention  of  Riechenbach,  in- 
deed, the  king,  by  the  advice  of 
his  new  counfellors,  feemed  to 
give  fome  countenance  to  the  prin- 
ces of  Alface  and  Lorraine,  whofe  . 
caufe  was  generally  favoured  in  the 
diet  of  Ratifbon.  Still  he  was  in 
a  fituation  approaching  to  hollility 
with  Rufiia,  under  which  circum- 
fiance  it  would  have  been  highly 
impolitic  to  have  difcovered  too 
much  anxiety  about  the  affairs  of 
the  South:  nor  was  it  till  the  fum- 
mer  of  1791,  that  he  was  at  leifure 
to  take  any  open  and  dired  part 
relative  to  France. 

The  Emperor  was  much  more 
nearly  concerned,  and  much  fooner 
in  a  fituation  to  have  a^led.  But 
whether  from  the  leaning,  which 
he  fhowed  in  many  inllances,  to- 
wards the  new  philofophy;  whether 
from  his  naturally  pacific  difpofition  ; 
whether  from  his  fears  for  the  fafe- 
ty  of  the  Netherlands,  or  of  his 
filler,  whom  Mirabeau  publicly 
called  a  hollage  in  the  hands  of 
his  faftion  ;  or  whether  from  a  re- 
liance on  thofe  hopes,  which  Louis 
the  XVIth  and  his  queen  too  long 
entertained,  of  regaining  by  gentle 
means  areafonable  fliare  of  authority 
in  a  limited  monarchy  ;  Leopold, 
whatever  was  the  true  caufe,  did 
not  early  difcover  any  inclination 
to  flir.  When  the  firll  remonllrance 
to  the  court  of  France,  on  the  fub- 
jeft  of  Alface  and  Lorraine,  receiv- 
ed an  anfwer  highly  unfavourable 
both  in  matter  and  form,  he  with« 


•  See  abbe  Denina's  ElTay  on  the  Life  of  Frederic  the  Second,  part  2.  chap^, 
8.  note  at  the  end.  ^  ■ 
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Jteld  it  for  fix  weeks  from  the  diet : 
indeed  it  was  afterwards  admitted  on 
the  other  fide,  that  he  had,  in  the 
early  part   of  the  year  1791,  much 
allayed  and  *  reprefied  the  heat  of 
the     Germanic    body    againft    the 
national     affembly.       He    refufed, 
when  confidential  applications  were 
made  to  him,  to   take  any  open  f 
ftep  in  behalf  of  his   brother-in-law 
and  filler,   till  they  (hould  be  in  a 
place  of  fafety,  and  at  the  head  of 
fome  party  in  the  kingdom ;  under 
which  circumrtances,  the  clear  law 
of  nations  would  have  allowed  him  a 
right,  and  his  fituation  would  have 
made  it  a  duty,  to  have  interfered. 
No  fooner  had  he  fully  recovered 
the  Netherlands,  than  he  marched 
back  the  greater  part  of  his  troops ; 
and  when  M.   Bouille   wanted  an 
Auftrian  force  to  (how  itfelf  on  the 
frontiers,  that -he  might  have  a  pre- 
text  for  drawing  together  a  camp 
at  Montmcdi,  in  order  to  favour  the 
king's  flight,  that  ofiicer  was  oblig- 
ed to  propagate  a  X  falfe  report  of  a 
danger,  which  he  knew  not  to  exift. 
The  Emperor's  private  offer  of  af- 
fiftance  from  Mantua,  on  the  i8th 
of  §  May,  is  the  firft  meafore  tend, 
ing  to  actual  hoftility  againft  any 
party    in    France,    which    can     be 
traced  in  his  declarations  or  aftions, 
and  that  plan  was  rejefled. 

At  length,  after  the  arrefi  of  the 
king  on  his  departure  from  Paris, 
and  his  fubiecjuent  detention  in  a 
ftate  of  captivity,  the  Emperor,  on 
the  6th  of  July,  fent  to  feveral  Eu- 
ropean courts  1|,  a  circular  letter 
from  Padua,  in  which  he  invited 
them   to  join  with  him  in  the  fol- 


lowing   declarations    to     France  ; 
that,    viewing    the    caufe    of    the 
French   king  as  their   own,    they 
jointly  infifted  upon  his  perfcdt  li- 
beration, with   that  of  the  whole 
royal  family ;  that,   if  the  liberty, 
refpcfl,    and    inviolability,  due   to 
princes,  fliould  be  denied  to  him,  they 
would  unite   to  avenge  fuch  an  in-» 
fult ;  that  they  refufed  to  regard,  as 
conftitutional     regulations    legally 
ellablilhed,   any   but   thofe,  which 
Ihould  have  the  voluntary  acquief- 
cence  of  the  king  enjoying  perfe£t 
freedom ;    and   that,    if   their    de- 
mands   were    not    complied    with, 
they  would  employ  in  concert  all 
the  means  they  poflefTed,  of  putdng 
a  ftop   to  fo  fcandalous  an  ufurpa- 
tion  of  power,  which  bore  the  ap- 
pearance   of  open    rebellion,    and 
might   afFed,  by    its  example,   the 
tranquillity  of  other   governments. 
Such  was  the  firft  attempt  to  unite 
the   great  powers  of  Europe  in  a 
confederacy  againft  France,   after 
fhe   had   repeatedly,   in    the  whole 
courfe  of  the  revolution,  given  pro- 
vocations which  never  could  have 
been  overlooked  in  any  eftablifhed 
government  under  the  ancient  fyf- 
tem. 

In  the  courfe  of  the  fame  month, 
the  preliminary  articles  ofa  defenflve 
alliance,  between  the  courts  of  Vi- 
enna and  Berlin,  was  figned.  All 
that  we  know  of  them  is,  that  the 
contracting  parties  agreed  to  con- 
fult  together  for  the  eftablifhnjent 
of  fuch  a  concert. 

This  approximation  of  the  two 
great  rival  powers  of  the  German 
empire,  was  drawn   ftill  clofer  by 


*   See  Mr.  Koch's  report  to  the  legiflative  afFembly,  February  ift,  1792. 
■f-  Bouillft's  Memoirs,  p3ge  151. 
X  Bouille's  Memoirs,  page  334.. 

See  above,  page  154.. 

§tate  Papers,  p.  aia*. 
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the  celebrated  interview  at  Pilrutz, 
Many  reafons  have  already  been 
afligned  in  the  Hiftory  *  of  Poland, 
fordifbelieving  the  exigence  of  any 
fuch  fecret  treaty,  as  was  pretended 
to  have  been  made  on  that  occafion. 
Nothing  more  appears  to  have 
pafied,  than  a  joint-declaration  f 
which  the  Count  d'Artois,  who  had 
followed  the  Emperor  thither  from 
Vienna,  obtained  by  his  importu- 
nity from  the  two  monarchs.  In 
this  inftrument,  confidering  tiie  fi- 
tuation  of  Louis  the  XVI th  as  an 
objeft  of  common  concern  to  all  the 
fovereigns  of  Europe,  they  called 
upon  the  feveral  powers,  from  whom 
affiftance  was  requeiled,  fo  to  em- 
ploy, in  conjundiion  withthemfelves, 
the  mod  efficacious  means  according 
to  their  forces,  as  to  furnith  the 
king  of  France  with  the  ability  of 
confolidating  in  the  moll  perfcil 
liberty,  the  bafis  of  a  monarchical 
government,  equally  fuitable  to  the 
rights  of  fovereigns,  and  the  wel- 
fare of  the  French  nation.     In  the 


mean  time  they  propofed  to  keep 
their  own  troops  in  a  ftate  of  pre- 
paration for  ad-ual  fervice,  when*' 
ever  neceffary. 

The  Count  d*  Artois  returned 
with  this  declaration  to  his  brother 
the  Count  de  Provence,  who  went 
out  from  Coblentz  with  a  train  of 
noblemen  and  gentlemen  to  receive 
him.  The  princes  met  on  the 
further  bank  of  the  Rhine.  Their 
meeting  was  tender  and  melan- 
choly. They  remained  for  fome 
time  locked  in  each  other's  embraces, 
filenc  and  in  tears.  It  was  evident 
to  thofe  who  attentively  obferved. 
the  countenance  of  the  younger 
brother,  that  he  did  rot  believe 
himfelf  to  bring  much  confolation 
to  the  doubtful  fortunes  of  his 
family,  and  it  was  foon  known  to 
thofe  who  were  in  their  confidence, 
that  they  confidered  their  caufe  as 
in  efFe<5t  abandoned.  It  was  re- 
folved,  however,  on  confultation  in 
their  little  privy  council,  to  publilh 
the  declaration  of  Pilnitz,  in  the 


*  See  thofe  rcifons  above,  page  53.  While  this  chapter  ll?.s  been  kept  open  at 
the  prefs,  lb  important  a  teftimoiiy,  and  from  fo  high  authority,  has  been  given  to 
Ihe  world,  that  it  has  been  thought  right  to  add  it  here.  It  is  a  paflage  in  a 
difpatch  from  Lord  Grenville  to  Lord  Malmelbury,  at  Lille,  dated  July  20th 
1797,  and  was  occafioned  by  an  allufion  of  one  of  the  French  commiflioners,  ta 
the  I'uppofed  treaty  of  Pilnitz. 

"  Your  lordlhip  Ihciild  take  this  opportunity  to  explain,  in  the  moll  dilllnft 
*'  and  unequivocal  terms,  that  if  any  lecret  treaty  was  in  faft  concluded  at  the 
««  interview  at  Pilnitz,  between  the  late  Emperor  and  the  king  of  Pruflia,  (which 
«*  isj  to  lay  the  lead,  very  doubtful  in  point  of  fa6l)  this  at  leall  is  certain,  that  his 
*'  majefty  was  no  party  to  fuch  treaty  ;  and  not  only  was  not  then  included  in  it, 
*'  but  has  never  lince  adhered  to  it,  nor  even  been  apprifed  of  its  contents.  The 
••  public  declaration  which  was  made  at  that  interview,  llrews,  on  the  face  of  it, 
"  that  his  majefty  was  no  party  to  it ;  and  it  is,  indeed,  notorious,  that  it  applied 
*'  to  circumltances  which  were  done  away  long  before  the  war  broke  out  between 
**  Auftria  and  France,  and  that  the  lublequent  negociations  for  the  maintenance 
*'  of  peace  between  thofe  powers,  turned  on  points  wholly  diftinft  from  thofe  fup» 
««  poied  to  have  been  referred  to  in  the  pretendid  treaty  of  Pilnitz. 

*'  This  explanation,  however  little  connefted  with  the  prelent  negociation, 
«'  feems  to  be  called  for  by  the  allufion  made  to  you  upon  the  fubjeft  ;  and  in- 
««  deed,  on  a  point  on  which  fo  much  mifreprefentation  has  prevailed,  it  is  uleful 
••  not  to  omit  the  opportunity  of  ftaiing  the  fails  as  they  really  are." 

■f  State  Papers,  page  227*. 

\,  hope 
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Jiope  of  binding  the  two  fovereigns 
more  firmly  to  the  tenor  of  their 
engagements,  and  keeping  up  the 
ipirits  of  their  companions  in  ad- 
verficy,  till  the  courfe  of  events, 
which  then  feemcd  rapidly  haiten- 
ing  to  a  crifis,  fhould  finally  decide 
their  fate.  Accordingly,  it  was 
printed,  vvith  a  letter  from  the  two 
princes  to  the  king  their  brother. 
Both  the  letter  and  the  declaration 
were  openly  advertifed  for  fale  in 
Paris,  before  the  diiToIutioa  of  the 
national  afi'embly  ;  they  were  even 
copied  into  fomc  of  the  piincipal 
journals,  and  that  concert  between 
the  Aultrian  and  Praffian  monarchs, 
which  has  fince  been  the  fubjcil  of 
fo  unceafnig  a  cry  among  the  friends 
of  the  Frencli  revolution  throughout 
Europe,   was  at  the  time  Ihongly  • 


ridiculed  by  the  democratic  faftion 
in  France,  as  a  mere  illufion  to. 
evade  the  troublefome  fuit  of  the 
eifiled  princes,  while  the  royalilh 
in  vain  endeavoured  to  fupport  it, 
as  a  fure  promife  of  proteftion  and 
fuccour.  The  leaders  of  the  na- 
tional afTembly  in  the  lafl:  fitting, 
clearly  marked  thr^ir  fenfe  of  it. 
They  revoked  a  long  lift  of  pro- 
motions, which  they  had  ordered 
only  the  day  before,  among  all  the 
upper  ranks  of  the  Pnnch  fervice?  a 
meafure  which  Ipoke  plainly  enougl^ 
in  itfelf,  and  which,  in  fa£^,  was 
adopted  in  confequence  c/aiiurances. 
from  M,  Fretau,  that  no  danger 
whatever  uas  lo  be  apprehended 
from  any  foreign  powers,  fince  the 
king  had  notified  his  lolcmn  accspt- 
ance  of  the  conllitution. 


•  See  fortius  important  fa61:,  on  the  one  fide  the  Moniteurs,  and  on  the  other - 
the  Ami  du  Roi,  of  ihp  latter  end  of  Sepumber,  and  the  beginning  of  O^ber. 


C    H    A    P. 


IX. 


Internal Jituatioji  of  France.  DiJJcnJions  in  families.  Jacchinical  inf.ufnct. 
Weakjiel's  of  the  ConfiitutionaUfts,  BriJJct,  his  foreign  and  domefic  politics. 
Abbe  Fauihet  tidied  into  the  ncnv  legifature.  Debates  on  his  election.  Tht 
legijlaiife  affembly  take  the  oath  of  fidelity  to  the  conjlitution.  Ceremo^ 
nial  adopted  on  the  occajion  :  Difplays  a  difpcftion  to  degrade  royalty.  M. 
Ducajlil  cenfured for  ufing  the  nvords  "  Sire  and  Majefty^^  in  addrejfing 
the  king.  Decree  to  fupprefs  the  chair  of  fate,  and  to  place  the  king  in  a 
cha'rr  fimilar  to  that  of  the  prefident,  on  the  prefdent^s  left  hand.  Public 
alarm  in  confequence  of  the  dfpofition  cviticed  by  the  affembly.  Decree  againfl 
the  chair  of  flat  e  adjourned.  King^s  refolv.tion  of  adhering  to  the  co7ifli- 
tution.  He  repairs  to  the  affembly.  AJjembl)' jealous  of  the  royal  interference. 
Decree  to  depri've  Monfeur  of  his  right  to  the  regency,  and  againfl  the  emi- 
grants in  general.  Louis  r«fufes  his  fandlion,  by  the  ad-vice  of  the  mi- 
niflry.  Ajjembly  refufes  to  hear  the  miniflers  in  explanation  of  the  royal 
moti'ves.  Decree  againfl  the  pricfls.  Speech  of  M,  Ij'nard,  The  fan^icn 
like-xvife  refufed  to  this  decree.  Addrefes  to  the  affembly  againfl  the  excrcife 
cf  the  royal  njcto.  Inflammatory  language  in  many  of  them  applauded, 
A  anfwe  on  thim   mthved  y  but  rejected.     Affembly  refufes  to  hear  a  letter 

1^  4  /rom 
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from   the   keeper  of  the  feals  read.     The  commijjtotiers  for  carrying  decrees 
to    the  Thmlleriesy   complain   of  not  being  received  in  a  proper  apartment. 
King's  letter  on    the  fubjetl.     Difrefpeaful  anfwer   of  the  preftdcnt.     1  he 
minijiers  th-ivarted  in  their  meafures.     M.  Montmorin   refgns,   and  is  fuc~ 
ceeded  by  M.  de  Lejfart.     He  is  accufed  by  abbe  Fauchct,  and  acquitted. 
Colo7iies.      Violence   of  M.  BriJJht   on   that  fuhjeSt.      Concordat   confirmed. 
Affairs  of  Avignon.     Lefcuyer  put  to   death  by  the  pepul-uc.     Mnjj'acre  of 
the  Ice  Houfe.     Horror  of  the  national  aJJ'emblv.     Complaint   of  four  dan'' s 
party  againji  t-ivo  of  the  mediators.     Counter  a'ddrefs  of  the  city  of  A-uignon. 
Ne^ui  co/wn.jf  oners  fent  by  the  ajjembly.   Accufations  agaiiifi  them.   Committee 
appointed  to  examine  into  the  crirnes  committed  at  Auignon.     Partial   report. 
Attempt   of  the  Marfellois    to    liberate   Jourdan  pre-vented.     Amnejiy  for 
J  our  dan  and  lis  banditti  mo-ued  in  the  a/Jembly.     Deputy  exiraordiyiary 
.    from  A%iignon,  ^ith  an  account  of  the  Judicial  proceedings  againji  tbe  chiefs 
of  the  banditti.     He  is  coolly  received  by  the  ajjembly,  and  infulted  by   M. 
Mazire.     Speeches  in  fanjour  of  the  amnejiy.     It  is  decreed.     Jourdan  re- 
turns in  triumph  to  A-uignon,  threatens  the  inhabitants,  and  exercifes  the 
fatne  cruelties  as  before.  Regiment  of  Chateau  Vieux.  Commencement  ofa?ie- 
^ociation   ivith   the  Emperor.      Complaints    againfi  Jeveral  German  princes 
for  permitting  hojiile  ajjemblies  of  the  emigrants.     No  ground  for  co?nplaints 
of  this  kind  againji  the  Emperor.     M.    Reivs   derides   the  fupport   'which 
the   emigrants  were  likely  to  obtain  in  Germany.      M.  A-verhoult.     Minijier 
for  foreign  affairs  ifijorms  the  ajjembly,  that  orders  had  been  given  for  the 
fupprejjion  of.  every    hojiile  preparation   of  the  emigrants  throughout  Ger- 
many.    M.   Ruhl.      Applauded  fpeech    of  M.   Ijnard.      Ajjembly    addrejfes 
the  king,  complaining  of  a  ivant  of  energy  in  the  diplomatic  line.      Harangue 
cf  Anacharjts  C loots,  and  the  prefdent's  anjhver.     King  goes  donvn  to  the 
ajjembly.     His  fpeech.     Reply    of   the    ajjembly.     Ajjembly    impatient  for 
nuar,,  ijjues  a  mu?iifeJio   on   the  fubje^.     Speech  of  Briffot   on    the  occajion. 
.    Particulars  of  the  manifefto.      The  eleBor  of  Treves  dfperjes  the  bodies  of 
emigrants    in    his    dominions.     The  government    at    BruJJels    complains  cf 
favours    bejio-ived   on  emigrants  from    the  Netherlands    in    France.       Se- 
veral Dutch  emigrants  appear  at  the  bar  of  the  ajjembly,  and  are  termed 
by  the  prcfdent,  "  Allies    cf  the  French  people.'"     Ajjembly  enters  into  an 
alliance  vjith  an  objure  Joci'ty   in  London,   calling  themjelves  CotijlitutionaX 
IVhigs.     Refugees J'rom  Brabant  and  Liege  permitted  to  form  themfelves 
into  a  deliberating  body^  and  to  pafs  refolutions  againji  their  rejpeii'ive Jo- 
vereigns.     Nenv  pretext  for  v^ar.      Offence  taken  at  certain  exprejjions  i?i 
a  df patch  cf  Prince  Kaunitz.     Divijions  among  fiie  Jacobins   on   the  Jiib- 
.jeii.     Difpute  in  confequence  betiveen  Brijjot  and  Roherfpierre.      The  opinion 
cf  the  former  prevails.      Briffot'' s  boaji   of  having   been  the  author  of  the 
near.       Debate     on    Prince     Kaunitz' s     difpatch.       Decree     againji    any 
Frenchman's   taking  part  in  a  Juppofed  congrefs  for    the  jnodification  of  the 
French  conji'itution.      Briffot  Jlimulates  the   ajjembly   to  an  immediate  vJar 
ivith  the  ^mperor.      The  ajjembly  again  addrejjes  the  king.      King  s  ^nj-iver 
to  the  addrcfs.     M.   de   LrJJart^s  injirudions  to   the  French  embajjador  at 
Vienna.     Counter    injirudions    cf  Prince  Kaunitz,   explanatory  cf  the  Em- 
peror* s   conduit  and  motives.     The  PnJJian  envoy  informs  M.  de  Lff'art, 
6  ■  that. 
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that  his  P ruffian  majejiy  •■would  oppofe  any  invajton  of  the  German  territory. 
De  Lejfart  ijnpeached  and  Jent  to  0 'leans.  Succeeded  by  M.  Dumourier^ 
luho/olicits  a  correfpondence  ^vith  the  Jacobin  club.  Death  of  the  Emperor. 
Further  progrefs  of  the  negociation.  Communications  from  Dumourier. 
Conference  betnveen  M.  KoaiUes,  the  French  embafj'ador,  and  Count  Cv- 
bentzel.  The  king  of  Prujjia  courted.  The  French  cabinet  refol've  on  a  de- 
claration of  ivar  again/i  the  king  of  Hungary  and  Bohemia.  Secret  agent 
from  Vienna  at  Paris  during  the  negoaations.  The  king  propofes  the  'war 
to  the  affL7nbly,  'which  recei-ves  the  prcpofal  -ivith  iranfport. 


THE  internal  fituation  of  France, 
on  the  meeiing  of  the  new  le- 
giflature,  did  notpromile  the  fpeedy 
accomplifliment  of  the  plcafing 
hopes,  with  which  the  former  af- 
fembly  had  flattered  the  kir.g  and 
the  people ;  that,  as  the  important 
work  of  the  conltitution  was  now 
terminated,  the  revolutionary  fer- 
rnent  would  fubfide,  and  a  new  a;ra 
of  public  order  and  tranquillity 
fucceed.  Every  day  teemed  with 
accounts  of  fre(h  crimes,  diftin- 
guiihed  by  novel  circumftances 
of  ferocity.  Common  thefts  and 
robberies  were  hardly  regarded ; 
niurders  and  malfacres  of  the  moil 
daring  kind  were  continually  com- 
mitted ;  while  the  newly  conlHtut- 
ed  authorities  feemed  more  ailiduous 
in  aflerting  and  extending  their  pow- 
ers for  political  purpofes,  than  in 
feeking  out  and  punilhing  the 
guilty.  Perfons  of  bad  charaders 
and  loofe  principles,  profligates 
overwhelmed  with  debts  and  crimes, 
deilis  and  atheills,  every  where 
thruft  themfelves  forward  to  public 
notice;  and  unhappily  became  truft- 
ed  and  admired  in  official  fltuatlons, 
to  which  nothing  but  a  pretended 
patriotifm  could  pofnbly  recom- 
mend them.  On  the  other  hand, 
the  more  refpedable  part  of  the 
community,  with  the  real  friends  of 
|heir  country,  deprived  of  all  public 
regard  and  public  confidence,  wept 
^n  iilence   and  Iblitude  over   evils. 


for  which  they  were  incapable  of 
providing  a  remedy,  or  fled  from  a 
kingdom  that  Itemed  devoted  to 
dilbaftion  and  anarchy.  In  pri- 
vate families,  perpetual  diffen- 
fions  reigned  ;  brethren  divided  in 
political  opinion  againll  brethren, 
children  againll  their  parents,  and 
wives  againll  their  hulbands.  While 
one  warmly  argued  in  favour  of  an 
ab!"olute  monarchy,  the  other  as 
warm'y  oppofed  it;  the  more  mo- 
derate party  preferred  a  monarchy 
on  a  limited  plan  ;  the  philofophical 
zealot  infilled  on  the  neceflity  of 
abolifliing  all  royalty,  and  of  efl:a- 
blilhing  a  republic.  The  conlti- 
tution itfelf,  compofed  of  difcor- 
dant  and  jarring  materials,  only 
tended  to  fet  perfons  of  oppolite 
political  principles  more  at  va- 
riance, while  each  flruggled  to  in- 
terpret it  in  the  fenfa  moll  favour- 
able to  his  own  views. 

At  this  unfettled  jonfture,  the 
only  public  bodies  in  the  kingdom, 
capable  of  dircfting  the  bias  of  po- 
pular opinion,  were  the  clubs  of  the 
Jacobins.  The  decree  lately  pafled, 
relative  to  fuch  focieties,  could  not, 
even  if  it  had  been  much  more  ef- 
ficacious in  its  own  nature,  have 
yet  been  put  fully  in  force.  Their 
influence  ftill  continued  in  all  its 
vigour ;  they  were  again  firmly 
united  under  the  great  mother  club; 
and  they  had  fucceeded  in  return- 
ing to  the  new  legiflature,  a  ma- 
jority 
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jority  of  their  own   members  and 
partifans- 

The  leading  deputies  of  the  dif- 
folved  afl'embly,  excluded  as  they 
were  againfi;  their  wills  by  their 
own  conlVitution,  from  being  now 
re-elefted,  immediately  began  to 
experience  the  efFe6t:s  which  they 
had  apprehended.  They  found 
themfelves  at  once  finking  into  in- 
fignificance.  They  had  very  little 
fhare  of  political  influence>  except 
in  the  diredories  of  the  depart- 
ments, where  generally,  though  by 
no  means  univerfally,  they  had  fe- 
cured  a  majority ;  while  they  had 
flill  more  generally  againft  them, 
the  adminiftrative  bodies,  the  mu- 
nicipalities, the  clubs,  and  the  po- 
pulace. In  Paris,  indeed,  M.  La 
Fayette  was  at  the  head  of  the  na- 
tional guards ;  but  a  plot  had  long 
been  regularly  purfued,  for  de- 
bauching them  from  his  interefls, 
and  fooner  or  later  they  would  ne- 
cefiarily  take  the  tone  of  the  po- 
pular focieties,  with  which  they 
daily  mingled.  Among  the  inha- 
bitants at  large,  the  Conrtitution- 
alilLs  had  been  made  fenfible  of 
their  weaknefs ;  all  their  exertions 
had  not  been  able  to  prevent  their 
grand  enemy  Briflbt  from  being 
chofen,  by  a  triumphant  majority, 
one  of  the  reprefentatives  of  Paris, 
and  with  him,  his  confidential 
friend,  M.  Garan  de  Coulon.  The 
mayoralty  of  M.  Bailly  was  now 
nearly  at  an  end,  and  his  party 
feemed  to  have  very  little  chance 
of  replacing  him  by  another,  on 
whom  they  could  equally  rely. 
Their  chief  hope  lay  in  making 
their  new  club  of  the  FeKillans,  an 
engine  of  political  importance,  in 
contradiftion  to  the  fpirit  of  their 
own  recent  law.  But  aiming  to 
keep  within  the  letter  of  that  law. 


which  the  Jacobins  defpifed,  they 
kept  up  but  a  very  feeble  and  une- 
qual conteft  with  their  antagonills 
and  rivals,  for  the  diredion  of  pub- 
lic opinion.  They  connefted  them- 
felves, therefore,  with  the  court: 
and  the  minifters,  many  of  whom 
were  of  their  own  recommendation  ; 
they  entered  into  the  very  fame  in- 
trigues, and  gave  the  very  fame 
fort  of  advice,  which  they  had 
before  fo  unrelentingly  perfecuted, 
and  often  without  foundation,  as 
the  moft  nefarious  treafon  in  the 
prielts  and  nobles,  and  all  who 
wiflied  to  preferve  any  relicks  of 
the  old  coniHtution  of  their  coun- 
try. 

The  compofition  of  the  new 
aflembly,  was  not  fuch  as  to  give 
any  confoling  profpeft  of  moderate 
and  fteady  counfels.  It  had  no- 
thing like  a  reprefentation  of  the 
landed  or  monied  intereft  in  it. 
There  were  not  above  feven  or 
eight  and  forty  members- at  moft, 
who  were  reckoned  to  poiTefs  a 
clear,  independent,  annual  income 
of  one  hundred  pounds  llerling. 
Such  men,  unknown  to  each  other, 
and  taught  in  the  focieties,  by  whofe 
influence  they  had  been  eleded,  to 
look  up  to  the  mother  club  of  Paris, 
as  to  the  center  of  all  patriotifm, 
muft  of  courfe  fall  under  the  lead 
of  Briflbt,  who  was  known  t»  them 
all  as  a  popular  journalift,  a  fpcaker 
of  bold  and  inflammatory  eloquence, 
an  adive  charader  in  th*;  common 
council  of  the  city,  and  now  the 
oitenfible  head  of  the  Jacobins. 
He  vvas,  as  we  have  repeatedly  had. 
occafion  to  obferve,  a  decided  re- 
publican. On  his  elcdion,  he 
thought  it  prudent  to  juftify  himfelf 
from  the  charge  of  being  an  enemy 
to  the  conftitution.  While  it  was 
unfiniftied,  he  conf|^ed  that  he  had 

fought 
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{feugKt  the  amelioration  of  it;  that 
is,  he  had  endeavoured  to  carry  the 
total  aboUtion  of  the  regal  office; 
and  was  that,  he  afked,  to  be  its 
enemy  ?  he  viewed  royalty  as  fome- 
thing  foreign  and  injurious  to  the 
conftitution,  which  it  would  have 
been  friendly  to  have  removed. 
It  is  true,  he  added  a  voluntary 
oath  of  fidelity  to  the  conftitution, 
as  it  was,  but  fuch  oaths  were  com- 
mon with  all  the  chiefs  of  the  re- 
volution, nor  in  any  inllance  flood 
in  the  way  of  their  ambition,  more 
than  their  original  oath  of  alle- 
giance; and  Brifibt's  avowed  prin- 
ciples, as  drawn  from  RouHeau, 
would  at  once  abfolve  him  from 
fuch  an  oath,  if  the  fovereign  people, 
who  could  not  be  bound,  could  be 
fufficiently  inflamed  again (l  the 
king.  His  foreign  politics  were 
equally  notorious.  Befides  thecon- 
ftant  tenor  of  his  journal,  which 
breathed  nothing  but  war,  he  had 
developed  his  views  fufficiently  on 
two  folemn  occafions.  In  the  ela- 
borate harangue  which  he  made  to 
the  jacobin  club  on  the  loth  of 
July,  after  taking  a  view  of  all  the 
courts  and  cabinets  of  Europe, 
"  what,"  added  he  "  is  the  refult .'' 
"  That  all  foreign  powers  have 
"  reafon  to  dread  the  effects  of  the 
**  French  revolution,  that  France 
"  has  nothing  to  dread  from  them. 
"  It  refults  from  thence,  tkat  foreign 
**  powers  will  content  themfelves 
"  v.'ith  endeavouring  to  intimidate 
''  us  by  alarms,  but  will  never 
"  realife  their  menaces.  And 
"  Ihould  they  realife  them,  it  is  not 
"  for  a  Frenchman  to  fear  them ; 
"  it  would  be  worthy  of  us  to 
«'  anticipate  them.  Thefe  fears 
*'  would  long  fmce  have  been  ex- 
**  tinguilhed,  if  our  miniftry  had 
**  Leea  compofed  of  patriots,  or  if 


"  the  national  affembly  had  af- 
"  fumed  an  impofing  attitude,  in 
"  the  face  of  all  the  powers  of 
"  Europe  "  To  the  fame  effeft 
too,  he  addreffed  his  eledors,  when 
he  was  teiii  r.g  them  how  he  in- 
tended to  execute  the  truft,  which 
they  had  repofed  in  him.  "  A 
*'  war,"  he  faid,  "  menaces  us, 
"  or  rather  there  is  a  wifh  to  work 
"  upon  us  by  the  terrors  of  a  war, 
•'  which  free  France  ought  long 
"  fince  to  have  anticipated  by 
*'  afliiming  a  bold  attitude,"  Such 
were  the  avowed  fentiments  of  the 
man,  whom  circumftances  pointed, 
out  as  the  certain  leader  of  that 
body,  on  which  was  to  depend  the 
fate  of  the  French  monarchy  and 
the  repofe  of  Europe. 

Before  the  legiflature  was  com- 
pletely formed,  a  circumflance  oc- 
curred, which  fufficiently  indicated 
the  characters  and  views  of  the 
principal  perfons  who  were  to  com- 
pofe  it.  It  has  been  related  in  the 
lafl  chapter,  that  M.  Fauchet,  au 
adliveleader  of  the  iron-mouth  club, 
and  a  conftitutional  bifhop,  was 
accufed  of  the  moil  feditious  prac- 
tices in  his  diocefe.  A  warrant  to 
take  him  up,  had  fubfequently  beea 
granted  by  the  tribunal  of  the 
diftrift  of  Bayeux.  He  was  never- 
thelefs  elefted  into  the  legiflature. 
Butas  the  conftitution  had  exprefsly 
excluded  from  the  rights  of  aa 
adive  citizen,  every  man  under  a 
ftate  of  accufation,  it  was  propofed, 
on  the  verification  of  powers,  that 
his  cleftion  Ihould  be  declared  void. 
The  propofal  however  was  ftrongly 
oppofed  by  M.  Garan  de  Coulon, 
and  M.  Ccrutti;  and  principally 
through  their  intereft  and  fophiftry 
rejedled  by  a  majority.  M.  Cerutti 
itrenuouHy  contended,  that  the  con- 
ftitution in  fuch  cafes  only  meant 

t* 
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to  exclude  a  criminal  from  e.xcr- 
cifmg  the  rights  of  an  adlive  citizen, 
and  not  from  enjoying  them ;  that 
confequently  M.  Fauchet  could  not 
indeed  be  an  detlcr,  but  that  he 
was  capable  of  being  elected.  In 
the  courfe  likewife  of  this  debate, 
M.  Delacroix,  though  he  fupported 
the  popular  fide,  was  vehemently 
called  to  order  for  fuppofing,  that 
the  acceptance  of  the  king  was 
necefiary  to  the  validity  of  a  law. 
At  the  end  of  this  fitting,  the  mem- 
bers declared  themfelves  to  be  now 
a  kgifiative  national  afiembly,  and 
took  by  acclamation  an  oath  to  live 
free  or  die. 

The  legiflature  being  thus  con- 
ftituted,  it  was  refolved  the  next 
day,  before  any  miffion  to  the  king 
took  place,  (who  feemed  to  be  con- 
iidered  as  of  little  or  no  importance 
in  the  new  order  of  things)  that  the 
oath  of  fidelity  to  the  conftitution 
Jhould  be  adminiftered  with  all 
imaginable  pomp  and  folemnity. 
The  debate,  however,  on  this  im- 
portant fubjeft  was  interrupted  by 
a  propofal,  that  the  affembly  fhould 
again  take  the  prior  and  fuperior 
oath  of  liberty  or  death.  It  was 
accordingly  repeated  in  the  name 
of  the  nation.  The  o^er  cere- 
mony then  proceeded.  Twelve  of 
the  oldeft  members  were  deputed 
to  fetch  from  the  national  archives, 
vj'iih.  due  reverence,  the  written  code 
of  the  conftitution.  On  their  re- 
turn to  the  door  of  the  hall,  a  mef- 
fenger  atmounced  their  approach; 
the  whole  afiemblv  inftantly  rofe, 
when  the  proceflion  entered  under 
the  efcort  of  the  national  guards, 
the  keeper  of  the  records  marching 
in  the  midft  of  the  aged  commif- 
fioners,  with  the  auguit  volume  in 
his  hands.  After  the  troops  had 
been  ordered  to  retire,  becaafe  the 


conftitutional  code  in  the  bofom  of 
the  afl"embly  needed  no  defenders, 
every  individual  member  laying  hiar 
hand  on  the  hallowed  parchment, 
fwore  "  to  maintain,  to  the  utmofi; 
"  of  his  power,  tl^.e  conftitution  of 
"  the  kingdom,  decreed  by  the 
''  conftituent  national  afi'embly, 
"  during  the  years  1789, 1790,  and 
"  1791  ;  to  propofe  and  aflent  to 
"  nothing  in  the  courfe  of  that  le- 
"  giflature,  which  might  at  all  tend 
"  to  infringe  it;  and  to  be  in  every 
"  refpec\  faithful  to  the  nation,  the 
"  law,  and  the  king." 

Notwithftanding  fo  fingular  a 
mode  of  difplaying  their  affeded  ve- 
neration fortheconftitution,the  con- 
duft  of  the  new  legiflators  towards 
the  king,  who  formed  an  efi'ential  part 
of  it,  and  to  whom,  as  well  as  to  the 
nation  and  the  law,  they  had  now 
again  individually  fworn  fidelity, 
indicated  a  difpofition  to  degrade 
royalty  apparent  to  the  moft  fuper- 
ficial  cbferver.  Hence  therefore  it 
was  generally  concluded,  that  this 
public  idolatry  of  the  conftitutional 
code,  was  nothing  better  than  a 
mere  artifice ;  or  that  if  it  were  at  all 
fincere,  it  could  only  be  fo  towards 
the  republican  parts  of  the  confti- 
tution, or  the  revolutionary  princi-, 
pies  which  gave  it  birth.  VVhen  it 
was  deemed  proper  to  inform  his 
majefty,  that  the  afiVmbly  was 
ready  to  proceed  to  bufinefs,  a  de- 
putation of  fixty  members,  with  M. 
Ducaftel  at  their  head,  went  to  the 
Thuilleries  for  that  purpofe.  The 
keeper  of  the  feals  fixed  on  the  next 
day  for  an  audience.  But,  contrary 
to  all  ancient  rules  of  eftablifiied 
ceremonial,  M.  Ducaflel  infifted  on 
an  immediate  admifiion;  and  was 
accordingly  received.  When  in- 
troduced to  the  king,  he  addrefi"ed 
him  in  the  following  terms  ',  "  Sire, 

"  the 
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*'  the  national  legifladve  aflembly 
**  is  definitively  conftituted.  It  has 
"  deputed  us  to  inform  your  ma- 
"  jeltyofit."  DifrefpeftFulas  this 
fliort  and  dry  fpeech  appears,  ob- 
jedlions  were  made  in  the  aflembly 
•  to  the  wordsyfr^,  and  »:aje/?y,  which 
it  contained,  and  M.  Ducallel  cen- 
fured  for  the  ufe  of  them.  Amo- 
tion likewife  was  made,  (becaufe 
the  keeper  of  the  feals  had  written 
to  the  prefident  on  the  fubjeft  of 
the  deputation)  that  they  fhould 
not  in  future  tolerate  any  interme- 
diate perfon  between  the  king  and 
the  affembly. 

On  former  occafions,  when  his 
majefty  went  to  the  aflembly,  a 
chair  of  Hate  was  placed  for  him 
above  that  in  which  the  prefident 
fate;  but  this  diftindtion  appeared 
•ffenfive  in  the  eyes  of  the  prefent 
legiflators,  who  refolved  to  abolifh 
it.  The  principal  fpeakers  on  this 
fubjedl,  were  M.  Couthon,  M. 
Gaudet,  and  M.  Goupilleau.  The 
former  particularly  dwelt,  inftrong 
terms,  on  the  gilding  and  fuperior 
fplendor  of  the  royal  chair,  which 
he  thought  unjullly  eclipfed  the 
other.  M.  Gaudet  however  con- 
ceived, that  the  fimplicity  of  the 
prelident's  chair  was  more  ve- 
nerable in  the  eyes  of  the  people, 
than  the  gaudinefs  of  the  king's. 
M.  Goupilleau,  for  his  part,  was 
difgufled  with  the  number  of  bows 
to  the  king,  with  which  the  pre  • 
fident  ufed  quite  to  fatigue  himfelf. 
After  a  tumultuous  debate,  it  was 
decreed,  that  when  his  majefly 
fhouKl  come  into  the  hall  of  tiie 
afl'embly,  or  go  out  of  it,  the  mem- 
bers (hould  liand  uncovered;  but 
that  while  he  continued  among 
them,  they  fliould  all  be  feated  and 
covered  j  that  he  fhould  be  placed 


in  a  chair  exaftly  like  the  prefident's, 
on  a  level  with  it,  and  on  the  pre- 
fident's left  hand ;  and  that  he 
fhould  only  be  addrcfTed  by  the  title 
of  "  king  of  the  French."  In, 
addition  to  thefe  refolutions,  M. 
Duchoz  propofed,  that  no  depu- 
tation hereafter  fhould  exceed  the 
number  of  twenty-four  members; 
but  even  that  number  appearing 
perhaps  too  refpe£lful,  it  was  at  lafl 
reduced  to  twelve. 

The  republican  tendency,  thus 
early  and  eagerly  evinced  by  the 
new  legiflators,  failed  not  to  alarm 
the  public  It  was  obferved,  that 
by  gradations  of  this  kind,  in- 
tereiling  to  attentive  minds,  the 
nation  would  be  infenflbly  drawn  to 
the  developement  of  the  original 
defign,  fuppofed  by  many  to  have 
been  uniformly  purfued  by  the 
chiefs  of  the  revolution,  to  make 
Paris  the  center  of  a  great  republic. 
In  confequence  of  thefe  meafures, 
the  ftocks  experienced  a  fudden  de- 
prefTion.  So  great  and  general  was 
the  alarm,  that  the  more  refpeftable 
part  of  the  affembly  refolved  to 
rally,  and  prevent,  if  pofTible,  the 
further  profecution  of  the  late 
decree.  It  was  therefore  flared,  o it 
the  following  day,  that  as  this  de- 
cree was  not  fimply  a  regulation 
of  the  interior  of  the  alTembly,  which 
it  purported  to  be,  but  a  law  ot 
conflderable  importance,  afFefting 
the  executive  power,  it  ought  to  un- 
dergo a  difcuflion  of  three  days,  ac- 
cording to  the  principles  of  the 
conftitution;  and  be  then  fubmitted 
to  the  royal  fanftion.  After  a 
warm  debate,  the  moderate  party 
fucceeded  in  getting  it  adjourned; 
but  the  original  fupporters  of  the 
meafure,  who  affented  to  the  ad- 
journment,   feemed  to  confider  it 

rather 
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rather  in  the  light  of  a  temporary 
expedient,  than  as  any  tlircft  con- 
ceffion  of  principle. 

Notwithftanding  the  jnfult  thus 
offered  to  the  king,  his  refolution 
of  fcrupuloufly    adhering    to    the 
new  conllitution  appears  to  have 
been   firm  and  fmcere.      M.  Ber- 
trand  de  JSIoleville,  who  came  into 
office  as    mlniller   of  the  marine, 
foon    after    this   period  *,  has  re- 
corded a  converfation  which  he  held 
with  his  majeily  on  this  very  fubjecl. 
«  I  am   far,"  obferved  the  unfor- 
tunate  monarch,  in  the  mort  can- 
did manner,  "  from  regarding  this 
«»  conftitution  as  a   model  ofper- 
»•  fe£lion.       I    believe    there    are 
"  great  faults  in  it,   and  that  if  I 
«»  had   been   allowed  to  Iteite   my 
«  obfervations  upon  it,  fome  advan- 
•*  tageous   alterations  might  have 
"  been  adopted.     Butoftiiis,  there 
"  is  no  queftionatprefent.     I  have 
"  fworn  to  maintain  it,  fiich  as  it 
"  is,  and  I  am  determined,  as  I 
••  ought,  to  be   ftriftly  faithful   to 
"  my  oath."    The  queen  alfo  gave 
fimilar  aflurances  in   a  manner  e- 
qually  fatisfaftory  to  the  new  mi- 
nifter. 

The  attempt  which  was  made  at 
the  firft  opening  of  the  fefllon  to 
degrade  the  royal  dignity,  did  not 
prevent  the  king  from  repairing  to 
^o.  t-  u  the  allcmbly,  which 
Oaoberjth.     ^^  ^^^^^^^  with  hi? 

ufual  affability,  wirhout  appearing 


liberty,  and  to   attach  the  people 
to  the  new  conftitution.     The  pre- 
fulent  in  reply  traced  out  the  royal 
duties,  remarking,  that  the  conftitu- 
tion  had  made  the  French  king  the 
greatell  monarch  in  the  world,  and 
had    given  him  for   friends    thofe, 
who  had  formerly  becnhis  fubjefts. 
In  this  addrefs,  the  prefident  ven- 
tured to  ufe  the  e.vpreffion.  "  Sire," 
but  feemed  cautioufly  to  avoid  the 
offenfive  term  "  Majefty."    As  the 
conftitution  had  prefcribed  no  par- 
ticular mode  of  promulgating  and 
ordering    the    execution    of    laws, 
wliich  were  not  fubjtd  to  the  royal 
fanftion,  the  minifter   propofed  to 
the  committee  of  Legiflation,  that 
on  every  fuch  occafion,  the  follow- 
ing form  fliouid   be  adopted,  "  the 
"  king  v.ill    e-^ecute  it."     So  jea- 
lous, however,  was  the  affembly  of 
royal  interference,  that  on  the  fug- 
geftion  of  its  committee,  it  refufed 
to  enter  into  any  difcuffion   on  the 
fubjeft. 

Not  fatlsfied  with  feizing  every 
opportunity  of  difplaying  its  refo- 
lution to  humble  the  king,  and  cir- 
cnnifcribe  his  authority,  the  legif- 
lative  body  early  evinced  a  difpo- 
fition  to  wound  his  perfonal  feel- 
ings in  the  fevereft  manner.  After 
paiTing  a  decree  to  deprive  his  bro- 
ther of  his  right  to  the  regency, 
unlefs  the  prince  returned  to  Paris 
within  the  fpace  of  two  months 
from  the  date  of  the  proclamation  ; 


to  feel   in  the   flighteft  degree  the  a  more  violent  meafure  was  adopt- 

jnfult  he  had  received.     He  there  ed  againft  all  his  abfent   relations, 

delivered  a  fpeech  adapted  to  the  and  the  emigrants   in  general.     It 

occafion,    earneftly    recommending  was  propofed,     that    not   only   all 

to  the  affembly,  by  the  wifdom  of  Frenchmen,  who  affembled  in  arms 

its  deliberations,  to  ftrengthen  pub-  beyond  the  frontiers,  Ihould  be  de- 

lie   credit,    to  confirm  peace  and  chred  guilty  of  high  treafon,  and 


•  Bertrand's  Memoirs,  vol.  i.  p.  11.5. 


punilhed 


HISTORY    OF    EUROPE.       [255 


punifhed  with  death  ;  but  that  the 
French  princes  abfent  from  the 
kingdom,  together  with  all  perfons 
in  civil  and  military  employments, 
under  a  fimilar  lituation,  unlefs  they 
returned  by  the  firll:  of  the  enfuing 
January,  fliould  be  adjudged  guilty 
of  the  like  crime,  and  be  fubjed 
to  the  fame  penalty.  The  king 
did  indeed  ufe  all  his  perfonal  in- 
fluence with  his  two  brothers,  and 
with  every  officer  *  in  the  fervice, 
who  was  in  any  way  known  to  him, 
to  recal  them  to  their  country;  but 
the  decree  itfelf,  contrary  to  the 
public  faith  folemnly  pledged  by 
the  late  affembly  in  the  aft  of  ge- 
neral amnefty,  and  contrary,  as  it 
was  there  faid,  to  the  principles  of 
the  conilitution,  appeared  in  fo 
very  exceptionable  a  light  to  the 
minifters,  that  they  were  unanimous 
in  advlfing  the  king  to  refufe  his 
fanflion  to  it.  Having  according- 
ly obtained  his  authority,  they  pro- 
ceeded in  a  body  to  the  affembly, 
and  intcrpofed  the  royal  veto  ;  but 
when  the  keeper  of  the  feals  was 
preparing  to  read  a  melTiige  from 
the  king,  explanatory  of  his  fenti- 
ments  on  the  fubjeft,  he  was  inter- 
rupted in  the  firft  fcnterice  by  cla- 
mours for  the  order  of  the  day.  In 
vain  he  again  and  again  attempted 
to  fpeak ;  every  attempt  only  ex- 
cited new  tumults.  It  was  at 
length  obferved,  that  as  the  paper 
in  the  miniller's  hand,  purporting 
to  be  a  meffage  from  the  king,  was 
not  figned  by  his  majefty,  the  affem- 
bly was  not  under  an  obligation  of 
hearing.it  read.  "  If  the  minifter," 
remarked  M.  Reboul,  "  wilhes  to 
"  explain  the  royal  motives  for  the 
**  refufal  of  the  faudion  in  his  own 


"  proper  name,  this  is  an  obje£l 
"  not  appertaining  to  his  official 
'«  fituation,  and  ought  therefore  to 
"  preclude  him  a  liearing;  if  he 
**  wifhes  to  fpeak  in  the  name  of 
"  the  king,  let  him  exhibit  the 
"  king's  fignature."  Aftera  fhort 
debate,  the  aflembly  pafled  to  the 
order  of  the  day,  and  thus  totally 
prevented  the  necefiary  explana- 
tion, which  was  intended  to  accom- 
pany the  firft  exercife  of  the  royal 
negative. 

Another  decree  was     ^-^  -, 

foon  after  fubmitted  ^°''-  ^^^^' 
for  the  king's  fanftion.  It  was  le- 
velled againft  the  nonjuring  priefls, 
and  went  to  deprive  them  of  their 
penlions,  and  in  cafe  of  their  dif- 
obedience  to  the  conlVituted  au- 
thorities, to  punilk  them  with  two 
years  imprifonment.  In  the  de- 
bate on  this  fubjeft,  M.  Ifnard 
pointed  out  the  necefuty  of  nipping 
infurredions  in  the  bud.  "  In  great 
"  fituations,"  he  remarked,  "  when 
"  there  is  a  great  part  to  a£t,  all 
"  circumfpeclion  is  weaknefs.  Re- 
"  volts  muft  be  crulbed  the  mo- 
"  ment  they  appear.  Defpotifm 
"  always  ufed  thefe  means ;  and  it 
"  is  thus  that  a  fingle  individual 
"  can  keep  a  whole  nation  in  chains. 
"  If  Louis  the  XVJth  had  employ- 
"  ed  thefe  great  means,  when  the 
"  revolution  was  yet  only  in  idea, 
"  we  Ihould  not  have  been  here, 
"  and  the  nation  would  have  been 
"  bankrupt,  and  under  the  yoke. 
"  The  exercife  of  this  rigour  is  a 
"  high  offence,  when  a  defpot 
"  wilhes  to  perpetuate  his  tyranny. 
"  But  when  thefe  means  are  em- 
"  ployed  by  the  entire  body  of  a 
*'  nation,   they  arc  not  culpable ; 


•  Thi^  faft  h  attefted  ia  the  ftrongeft  manner,  by  M.  Bcrtrand,  in  his  Me- 
*oJrs, 
'"  "  they 
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"  they  are  a  grand  aft  of  juftice,  "  the  borders  of  the  Rhine;  thejr 
**  and  the  legiflators,  who  do  not  "  are  in  the  capital;  they  pofl'efs 
**  employ  them,  are  themfelves  cul-  ''  feats  in  adminiftration  ;  but  the 
"  pable.  For  in  the  cafe  of  poli- 
"  tical  liberty,"  added  he,  amidfl 
the'applaufes  of  his  audience,  "  to 
"  pardon  a  crime,  is  almoft  to  par- 
*•  take  of  it."  The  adminiftration, 
however,  the  bilhops,  and  the  di- 
reftory  of  the  department  of  Paris, 
thought  differently  from  M.  Ifnard; 
and  in  conformity  with  their  ad- 
vice, the  fanftion  was  likewife  re- 
fufed  to  this  decree. 

Thefe  exercifes  of  the  power 
veiled  in  Louis  by  the  confiitution, 
became  the  fubjeds  of  much  fevere 
animadverfion  in  a  variety  of  ad- 
dreffes  daily  prefented  to  the  af- 
fembly.  In  the  courfe  of  the  fol- 
lowing month,  addrefs  upon  addrefs 
poured  in,  all  of  them  more  or 
lefs  cenfuring  the  king's  conduct, 
and  fome  of  them  coached  in  lan- 
«ruage  of  the  moft;  feditious  ten- 
dency. 1  he  addreffes  were  not 
only  much  applauded,  particularly 
thofe  which  contained  the  moft  de- 
mocratic pafTages,  but  were  ordered 
to  be  printed  ;  and  the  proces-ver- 
bal  of  a  fitting,  when  a  eonfiderable 
number  of  them  was  prefented,  was 
fent  to  all  the  departments.  Ho- 
nourable mention  of  feveral  was 
decreed,  which  contained  direct  in- 
ftigations  to  commence  another  re- 
volution. The  orator  at  the  head 
of  a  deputation  from  the  Faux- 
bourgh  St.  Antoiixe,  was  applauded 
ill  uttering  thefe  daring  expreflions; 
"  Legiflators,  depend  on  our  cou- 
"  rage ;  announce  to  tyrants  and  de- 
"  fpots  a  fecond  awakening  of  the 
■•  French  nation.  The  nation  re- 
<'  preaches  your  clemency.  Speak, 
•»  3.n4  two  millions  of  arms  (hall  be 
«*  raifed  to  exterminate  rebellions. 
"The  Catalines  are  not  wholly  on 


"  citizens  of  the  Fauxbourg  retain 
"  the  fame  courage,  have  ftill  the 
"  fame  cannon  and  pikes  which  de- 
"  ftroyed  the  Baftile."  Nor  was 
the  language  of  the  feQion  of  the 
French  theatre  much  lefs  remark- 
able. After  the  aflertion,  that  the 
decree  againft  the  priefts  was  the 
only  expedient  for  faving  the  na- 
tion, it  was  added,  "  Perfevere, 
"  faithful  legiflators ;  and  if  you 
"  are  prevented  by  obftinacy  from 
*'  faving  the  nation— -well — the  na- 
"  tion  will  fave  itfelf,  as  it  has  al- 
"  ready  done.  The  power  of  the 
♦'  royal  veto  has  at  length  its  limits ; 
"  and  it  was  not  a  veto,  that  could 
"  prevent  the  capture  of  the  Baf- 
"  tile."  But  it  was  not  only  in 
Jacobinical  addreffes,  that  the  king's 
fanftion  was  attacked,  and  calum- 
niated. A  member  of  the  aflembly 
itfelf,  had  the  boldnefs  to  aflert, 
that  decrees  of  urgency,  fuch  as 
thofe  againft:  the  emigrants  and 
priefts,  ought  not  to  be  fubjeft  to 
royal  controul ;  and  to  add,  that,  if 
the  affembly  thought  otherwife,  it 
was  its  duty  to  confult  the  people 
on  the  fubjed,  and  abide  by  the 
^ecifion  of  its  fovereign.  The  or- 
der of  the  day,  however,  was  called 
for,  and  voted  with  much  tumult. 
It  was,  nevcrthelefs,  in  vain  that  an- 
other member  afterwards  attempted 
to  bring  forward  a  vote  of  cenfure 
on  this  unconftitutional  propofal  ;» 
his  efforts  were  fruftrated  by  a  fe- 
cond call  for  the  order  of  the  day. 

The  plaudits  of  the  legiflature 
fo  emboldened  the  demagogues, 
who  headed  the  deputations  of  their 
refpeftive  fedions,  that  one  of  them 
fcrupled  not  to  utter  the  following 
threat;  <*  King,  minifters,  generals, 

«'  be 
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«•  be  warned.  You  arc  placed  he- 
"  tvveen  the  altar  and  tlie  rcaifbld. 
"  Make  your  choice."  The  reply 
of  the  prefident  to  fuch  an  ha- 
rangue e;^pre(Ied  not  the  fli^fhtefl 
diiapprobation ;  but  on  the  -other 
hand  panegyrized,  in  direft  ternis, 
"  the  fublime  patriotiim"  of  the 
ipeaker,  and  exhorted  him  to  per- 
icvere  in  hi.s  fentiments. 

As  theft.-  addrelfes  \vc:e  daily 
heard  wiih  renewed  delirrht,  the 
reporter  of  one  divifion  of  thele- 
glilative  coniuiittee,  in  vain  endea- 
voured to  cull  down  a  cenfure  oa 
them.  In  one  prefcnted  by  the 
fciftion  of  invalids,  iie  particularly 
noticed  the  fotiowing  pail'ige,  "the 
*•  fauilion  of  a  people  is  far  fuperior 
*•  to  that  of  a  king;"  and  feverely 
animadverted  on  it.  A  fcene  of 
difgraceful  riot  enfued;  which  was 
at  laft  terminated  by  a  decree,  re- 
ferring the  report  to  the  other  di- 
viiion  of  the  legiHitivc  committee, 
which  had  not  taken  any  part  in 
bringing  it  forward. 

While  a  marked  difregard  was 
ihewn  to  the  communications  of 
the  executive  power,  the  molt  pro- 
found rcfpctt  was  required,  wJien- 
ever  the  le^iiLitlve  body  conde- 
fcended  to  become  the  communi- 
cating party.  A  letter  being  an- 
nonnccd  from  the  keeper  of  the 
feals,  wiiich  ftated  that  his  maieliy, 
having  heard  wich  afili£lion  of  the 
afTaTination  of  a  prieiiin  thediltrlil 
of  Aurilhc,  had  fent  a  circular 
meliage  to  the  dilfereut  tribunals, 
occiting  them  to  a  more  aitTve 
diligence,  the  allembly  not  Ukijig 
pcrliaps  its  contents,  rtfufed  to 
hear  it  out,  and  paffed  to  the  order 
of  the  day.  M.  Ruhl  immediaiely 
after  g.^ve  a  pointed  acount  of  an 
infult  which  'had  been  offered,  hs 
iaid,  to  the  majeUv  of  the  nation  bv 

Vol.  X;\.^IV.' 


the  king  and  his  minillcrs.  Four 
commiiho.iers  had  carried  fome 
decrees  the  preceding  evening  to 
the  Thuillcries  for  the  royal  iandion. 
They  found  themfelves  introduced 
into  the  hall  of  the  ambalTador.-;, 
where  they  were  requelled  to  wait, 
until  the  king  came  from  coun^I. 
When  his  majefiy  v-'as  ready  to 
receive  them,  underftanding  that 
they  were  not  to  be  uihered  into 
tlic  principal  audience  room,  they 
abruptly  left  the  palace,  and  re- 
turned to  the  allembly,  highly  in- 
dignant, as  they  faid,  at  the  conduft 
of  the  executive  power  towards  the 
people,  the  fole  fovereign,  in  thus 
infuhing  them  its  legal  reprefen- 
t'.tives.  While  this  apparently  un- 
important fubjed  was  under  earnefl 
difcuflion  on  the  fubfequent  day, 
the  king  wrote  to  the  allembly  to 
Itite,  that  in  the  mode  of  receiving; 
deputations,  he  had  always  fcru- 
puloufly  adhered  to  the  ceremonial 
ellablilhed  in  the  time  of  the  cca- 
ftituent  aflembly,  according  to 
which  he  never  gave  an  audience  ia 
the  principal  apartment  of  the 
Thijilleries  lo  fo  fmall  a  number 
as  four  commiflioners ;  but  that,  as 
he  annexed  no  importatTce  to  a 
thing  of  fuch  a  nature,  he  was  ready 
to  fulfil  the  vviihes  of  the  alfcmbly, 
if  it  thought  proper  to  propofe  any 
regulations  on  the  fubjed.  By  or- 
der of  the  afibmbly,  M.  Condorcet, 
tha  prelldent,  returned  an  anfwer  to 
this  letter  in  a  Ily'e  perfedly  fm- 
gular.  The  accullonisd  civilities 
at  the  coiftmencemcnt.  and  con- 
clusion of  fimilar  addrefies  on  former 
occafions,  were  now  for  the  firlt 
time  piirpofely  fupprcfTed,  and  par- 
ticular pains  employed  to  render 
the  compofition  as  (hort,  cold,  arjd 
difrefpedful  as  poihble.  It  was  ia 
the  following  words :  "  The  national 


.^! 


aflemblya 
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*'  aflembly,  Sire,  has  charged  me 
**  to  make  known  to  you  the  de- 
*'  cifion,  which  it  has  adopted  in 
''  the  fitting  of  this  day.  It  wifhes 
'•  the  execution  of  the  law  of  the 
"  17th  of  June  1791;  and  thinks 
•'  that  no  dilFinftion  ihould  be  made 
"  between  its  deputations,  which 
*'  are  all  clothed  with  the  fame 
*•'  character,  of  whatfocver  number 
*'  they  may  be  compofed.  The 
*'  national  afiembly  is  perfuaded, 
•'  that  you  intend  to  maintain  the 
"  union,  which  ought  to  reign  be- 
*'  tween  itfelf  and  y«u.  The  pre- 
"  fident  of  the  national  ailembly, 
"  Condorcet."  Unbounded  ap- 
plaufes  followed  the  reading  of  this 
dryepillle;  and  by  way  of  fhew- 
ing  the  greateH  poffible  contempt, 
it  was  even  propofed,  that  it  (houjd 
be  fent  to  the  Thuilleries  by  the  * 
penny-poR.  This  propofition  ex- 
cited loud  burfts  of  laughter;  pro- 
bably the  only  effecl  which  it  was 
intended  to  produce. 

The  inllanccs  which  have  been 
given,  are  fufficient  to  fhew  the 
temper  of  the  afiembly  towards  the 
king.  It  will  not  be  necefiary 
to  notice  any  more  of  thefe  dif- 
graceful  infults,  till  the  period 
when  the  fpirit  which  was  work- 
ing at  bottom,  broke  out  into  open 
attempts  againll  his  throne  and 
life.  In  the  mean  time,  while  they 
vere  debafing  and  vilifying  the 
royal  authorit) ,  the  leaders  of  the 
dominant  party  were  buly  in  endea- 
vouring, like  the  de.xagogucs  of 
the  firft  alTembly,  to  get  the  power 
of  government  as  much  as  poflible 
into  their  hands,  by  driving  out 
the  exiiling  adminirtration,  to  pre- 
pare the  way  for  introducing  crea- 
tures of  their  own.    31.  Thevcnard, 


the  minifl^er  of  marine,  foon  wenS. 

M.   Montm.orin,    the    miniller    for 

foreign  affairs,   was  eminently  •b- 

noxious,   becaufe  he  was  fuppofed, 

in  a   fuperior  degree,  ro  poflfefs  the 

royal  confidence;  he  was  therefore 

particularly  attacked,  and  at  length, 

for   his   own   eafe   and  -vt  .1 

re  11   J  Nov.  -joth; 

iarety,  compelled  to  re-  -^ 

fign.  M.  Duportail,  the  war  mi- 
nifter,  was  under  the  influence  of 
La  Favette :  of  courfe  he  could 
not  be  fuft'ered  to  fiay.  The  par- 
ty of  Briflbt,  however,  did  not  yet 
fucceed  in  replacing  him  with  a 
minifter  of  their  own  choice,  and 
the  war  office  was  given  to  M. 
Narbonne.  M.  de  Leflart  was 
the  intimate  friend  of  Neckar,  and 
he  could  not  be  trulled.  But  on 
the  retreat  of  M.  Montmorin,  he 
was  put  at  the  head  of  the  foreign 
department,  of  which  he  had  no 
fooner  taken  pofieflion,  than  M. 
Fauchet,  in  a  vehement  inveftive, 
impeached  him  for  mifdemeanours 
in  his  late  poll.  The  charges  were 
three  in  number,  all  frivolous,  and 
even  ridiculous;  one  alone  is  worth 
mentioning,  as  it  exhibits,  in  a 
llriking  point  of  view,  the  maturity 
of  wifdom  with  which  the  con- 
cluding labours  of  the  conftituent 
afiembly  were  perfeded.  M.  de 
Jjefi"art  was  accufed  of  criminal 
ncglefl,  in  not  having  fent  down  to 
the  departments,  till  the  end  of  No- 
vember, a  law  which  had  been 
pafied  in  the  middle  of  September, 
and  he  proved  inconteftibly  in  his 
defence,  that  he  had  fent  it  down 
the  very  day  that  it  was  printed^, 
and  that  although  fifteen  prefies 
were  kept  conllantly  at  work,  with 
all  poflible  diligence,  there  remain- 
ed to  be  printed,  at  the  date  of  the 


La  petite  Pofte. 


decree 


HISTORY    OF    EUROPE.     To 


S9 


decree  in  qiieilion,  no  lefs  than  two 
thoufand  laws,  many  of  them  very 
long  and  voluminous.  The  mi- 
nirter  was  eafily  acquitted  of  fuch 
charges,  but  he  afterwards  funk 
under  an  accufation  of  Brifibt's. 
While  he  continued  in  office,  a 
popular  member  did  not  helitate  to 
exprefs  his  regret,  that  there  were 
not  yet  ellablifhed  dircft  negoci- 
ations  between  nation  and  nation, 
without  the  intervention  oi  kings, 
cabinets,  and  minlllcrs. 

Another  power,  perhaps  more 
important  than  that  of  the  king's 
^^overnment,  was  the  mayoralty  of 
Paris ;  and  that  was  in  the  gift  of  the 
jacobin  club.  Notwithltanding  all 
the  efforts  of  the  Feuillans,  to  carry 
that  eledlion  from  their  adverfaries, 
M.  Petion,  an  intimate  friend  of 
iJriiibt,  and  a  principal  member 
of  the  little  republican  cabal,  that 
formerly  met  at  Roland's  lodgings, 
was  chofen.  He  went  the  very  nevt 
day,  as  in  duty  bound,  to  thank 
the  fociety  from  which  he  held  his 
honours. 

Briflbt,  who  afterwards  left  it  on 
record  for  the  inlbuftion  of  man- 
kind, that  the  art,  by  which  the 
anarchiils  brought  the  men  of  pro- 
perty under  their  yoke,  was  that 
of  keeping  them  in  *'  the  inceflantly 
"  renewed'dread  of  death,"  and  that 
the  hiftory  of  the  three  fiift  all'em- 
blies  in  France,  might  be  fummed 
up  in  the  fingle  *  word  "  fear,"  was 
at  this  time  avowedly  f  fupported 
by  the  authors  and  agents  of  the 
fyrtem  of  terror.  Accordingly,  we 
fhall  find  his  majority  going  beyond 
the  example  of  the  conltiiuent  af- 
fembly,  in  the  unblufhing  proteftion 
which  they  gave  to  the  gangs  of 
ruffians  and  art'aflins,  wjio,  in  league 


with  the  moil  abandoned  men  in  the 
jacobin  clubs,  fixed  indelible  fhame 
on  their  country,  and  almoil  made 
the  found  of  liberty  odious,  by  their 
multiplied  atrocities* 

Intelligence  was  now  received  of 
the  difallers  which  had  overwhelmed 
St.  Domingo,  from  the  infurredtion 
of  the  flaves.  BrifTot  and  all  his 
connexion,  who  were  the  leading 
members  of  the  club  called  Friends 
of  the  Blacks,  at  firll  afFedted  to 
doubt  and  difbelieve  the  facfl.  But 
the  afflifting  certainty  was  too  foon 
ellablifhed,  by  a  fpecial  deputation 
from  the  ifland,  the  orator  of  which, 
at  the  bar  of  the  aflem-  •vj  ,  ^  .k 
bly,  drew   a   frightful  *  ■*       * 

pidure  of  the  condition  in  which 
they  had  left  that  late  flourilh- 
ing  and  opulent  colony,  the 
main  fupport  of  the  commerce  and 
marine  of  France.  He  was  imme- 
diately attacked,  with  great  vio- 
lence, by  M.  Bazire,  for  having- 
affronted  philofophy  and  liberty 
in  his  fpeech.  The  a/Tembly,  how- 
ever, notwithllanding  an  oppofitioa 
from  the  fame  member,  voted  for 
printing'the  memorial,  and  referring 
it  to  the  colonial  committee.  The 
next  day,  BrifTot  came  forward  to 
denounce  the  authors  of  all  the 
troubles  in  St.  Domingo,  though, 
the  chairman  of  the  committee 
declared  that  the  report,  which  was 
a  long,  difficult,  and  delicate  tafk, 
could  not  be  ready  in  lefs  than  teri 
days.  It  was  not  the  negroes  only, 
but  the  white  colonills  too,  M. BrifTot 
faid,  who  ought  to  be  puuifned: 
and  this  point  he  undertook  to  prove 
in  a  long  and  violent  harangue,  in 
the  courfe  of  which,  going  through 
the  whole  hiftory  of  the  revolution 
in   the  colonies,  according   to  his 


*  BrilTot  to  his  Conftituents,  May  azd,  1791.     Englifh  tranflation,  p.  23. 
t  See  above,  page  %  i . 
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notions  and  views,  he  denominated 
Ogre,  the  martyr  of  liberty  and  the 
law  ;  he  declared  that  the  mulattoes 
could  not  but  feef  the  moft  lively 
abhorrence,  and  their  fury  ought 
to  have  been  forefeen;  and  al- 
luding to  the  fliock  which  the 
recital  of  the  deputies  had  given 
to  the  arTemfrly,  he  obferved,  that 
*'  Phalari?  never  talked  of  Ms 
"  burning  bull,  but  of  the  poig- 
"  nards  which  his  own  barbarity 
"  had  raifed  againll  him."  White 
men,  he  afierted,  had  firtt  prafliied 
upon  negroes,  thofe  atrocities  which 
they  now  fuffered.  "  Millions  of 
•'  Indians"  he  cried,  "  have  perifhed 
"  on  that  land  of  blood  J  at  every 
"  ftep  you  crafh  under  your  feet 
**  the  bones  of  thofe  inhabitants 
"  whom  nature  gaive  to  thofe 
*'  countries,  and  ytt  you  fliudder 
"  while  you  hear  the  deeds  of  their 
■"  avengers.  In  this  hideous  con- 
"  tcntion  of  guilt,  the  crimes  of 
"  the  white  men  are  the  moll  hor- 
"  rible."  As  a  remedy  for  all  evils, 
he  propofed  todiflblve  the  colonial 
aHembiv  at  the  Cape,  and  put  all 
the  members  in  arrefl;  to  examine 
the  newly  arrived  depuiies  on  in- 
terroo;atories ;  to  rccal  the  governor, 
M.  Blanchelande,  all  the  ofncers 
againil  whoni  any  charges  had  been 
brought,  and  the  two  principal 
battalions  of  regulars  upon  the 
ifland ;  to  replace  thefe  by  three 
thouland  picked  men  of  the  national 
guards;  and  to  fend  out  new  com- 
miffioners,  not  under  the  king's  au- 
thority, but  that  of  the  allembly 
itfelf,  to  all  the  ifiands,  three  of 
whom  were  delHned  for  St.  Do- 
mingo, where  they  were  to  fumnion 
another  colonial  afi'embly,  chofea 
by  parochial  meetings,  '•'  •zvi/bout 
*'  dil}inSticn  of  cqIouy.^^  All  former 
iaws  anywiie  contrary  to  this  decree 


were  to  be  repealed ;  thanks  \vei*ft 
to  be  oflven  to  thofe  white  inhabi- 
tants  and  men  6f  colour,  who  by 
their  zeal  and  vigilance  had  pre- 
vented the  ruin  of  the  colony;  the 
American  States  alfo  were  to  be 
folemnly  thanked  for  the  fupplies 
which  they  had  fent,  but  there  was  a 
ftudied  fdence  in  ti'^e  decree,  as  to  the 
affillance  which  Lord  Elfingham  had 
afforded  from  Jamaica,  and  in  the 
fpeech  itfelf,  M.  BrtlTcrt  laboured  to 
make  the  benevolence  ot  tjiis  coun- 
try, every  way  invidious  and  fufpi- 
cious.  Two  fhort  articles  more,  of  no 
importance, concluded  his  plan. 

Many  of  his  party  fupported  him, 
but  they  had  not  yet  obtained  fo 
total  an  afcendancy  in  the  alTem- 
bly,  as  to  prevail  in  carrying  a 
meafure  of  fuch  alarming  ex- 
tent. Brifibt  therefope  changed  his 
ground,  he  now  took  up  the  con- 
cordat, or  agreement  made  be- 
tween the  white  colonills  and  the 
mulattoes,  to  carry  into  effet^  the 
decree  of  the  15th  of  May.  Here, 
hcnvGver,  the  decree  of  the  24th  of 
September,  prefented  what  might 
have  feemed  an  infuperable  obilacie, 
having  been  eiiacled  as  a  part  of 
the  conftitution.  But  M.  Garraa 
de  Coulon  eafily  got  rid  of  this 
difficulty,  in  a  manner  which  too 
plainly  fliewed,  how  little  fecurity 
would  be  found  againil  his  par- 
ty in  the  oath  of  fidelity.  "Can 
decrees,"  he  alked,  "  which  fo 
"  llraftgelv  contradict  the  decla- 
*'  ration  of  rights,  be  laws  for  you.'' 
"  Are  they  conlliLutional  laws.'" 
This  point  produced  a  warm  de- 
bate, daring  which  the  keeper  of 
the  feais,  having  defire'd  to  be  heard 
on  the  fubjecT,  as  affefting  his 
refponfibility,  and  having  ftated. 
the  difficulty  which  would  arife 
from   a    relolution,   refuelling  the 
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king  to  give  order?  in  derogation 
of  an  cx'ifting  law,  whether  it  were 
conrtitutional  or  not,  he  was  inter- 
rupted with  great  heat,  attacked 
with  a  furious  invective,  filenced 
by  clamour,  when  he  attempted  an 
explanation,  and  after  long  debates 
only  allowed  by  a  very  fmajl  ma- 
jority to  proceed.  He  llridly  con- 
fined himfelf  to  explain,  that  he  had 
kept  witliin  the  limits  prelcribad 
by  the  conftitution  to  the  minillers; 
yet  he  hinted  that  he  could  give 
information,  if  the  afTembiy  chofe 
to  hear  him.  P^nni/Tion  was  ac- 
cordingly granted,  but  from  what 
had  t»ken  place,  he  found  it  moS; 
prudent  not  to  ufe  fo  dangerous  a 
privilege.  Various  motions  oforder 
were  then  made  againxl  him,  till, 
to  put  an  end  to  the  whole,  the 
aflembly  paiTed  to  the  order  of  the 
jky.  M.  Brifibt's  propofuioo,  with 
fome  trifling  alteration  in  form, 
was  then  adopted,  indireftly  con- 
firming the  concordat  in  the  moft 
mifchievous  way,  by  prc-iiibiting-the 
troops  from  interfering  in  any  dif- 
putes  between  the  mulattoes  and  the 
white  coloniUs,  or  in  any  manner 
favouring  any  attempts  which  might 
be  made,  derogatory  to  the  con- 
>ditlon  gf  the  free  mulattoes,  as 
fettled  in  the  preceding  September, 
^t  St.  Domingo. 

The  aflenibly  feemed  at  firft 
difpofed  to  fhow  lefs  partiality 
with  regard  to  the  bloody  fcenes 
which  had  taken  place  at  Avig- 
non, during  the  firll  month  of  the 
fellion.  Jourdan  with  his  ban- 
ditti, tyrannizing  without  controul 
over  that  unhappy  city,  had,  by  the 
middle  of  Odober,  filled  the  dun- 


geons of  the  Palace.  The  number 
of  the  prifo'iers  has  been  carried,  by 
fome  credible  *  accounts,  fo  high  as 
fix  hundred.;  it  was  certaiuiy  very 
great,  as  we  know  that  it  wa3  cc*- 
tinually  increafing  to  the  laft  day. 
In  this  ftate  of  thin:^s,  Lefcuyer, 
who,  with  Tournal,  was  the  prin- 
cipal accomplice  of  Jourdan,  was 
feized  hy  the  populace  while  his 
■  banditti  were  rifling  the  Mont-de- 
Piete  f ,  was  dragged  into  a  church, 
which  he  had  himfelf  profaned 
and  rifled,  and  there  murdered  in 
the  prefence  of  a  civil  officer,  who 
had  -been  fent  by  the  adminillrators 
with  a  proclamation  inviting  the 
people  to  obey  the  law.  In  rt  venge, 
Jourdan  and  his  colleagues,  re- 
folved  to  facrifice  all  the  citizens 
whom  they  held  in  cullody,  ai.J 
who  could  not  have  had  the  flight- 
efl  concern  in  the  death  of  Lefcuyer. 
Accordingly,  on  tiie  night  between 
the  1 6th  and  17  th  of  October,  they 
were  taken  out  of  prifon  one  by 
one,  and  after  being  levelled  to  the 
ground  by  two  rufiians,  who  flood 
at  the  prifon  gate  with  bars  of  iron 
for  the  purpofe,  were  difpatched 
and  hewa  in  pieces  with  fabres. 
M.  Nolhac,  a  venerable  clergyman 
of  the  place,  in  the  eightieth  year  of 
his  age,  who  had  been  brought  io 
only  the  evening  before,  and  had 
jafl:  giveji  his  folemn  benediction 
to  his  fellow  fufferers,  was  the  lall 
that  was  butchered.  When  the 
fla  Lighter  was  over,  to  deprive  their 
friends  and  families  even  of  the 
melancholy  confolation  of  weeping 
over  their  mangled  remains,  the 
whole  number  of  bodies  was  heaped 
together  without  diftinftion,  thrown 


•  Ahbe  Barruel'sHift.  of  the  Clergy. 

f  A  public  bank  for  lending  fmall  fums  of  money  to  the  pooj*,  at  a  very  low 
iiiVer'-lt,  on^ledgei. 
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into  an  ice  houfe,  and  covered  wltli 
loads  of  fand.  The  intelligence  of 
this  nefarious  barbarity,  which  ex- 
cited a  ftrong  fenfation  of  horror 
in  the  afTembly,  was  quickly  fol- 
lowed by  a  complaint,  coming  in 
truth  from  the  fupporters  of  Jour- 
dan,  and  levelled  at  two  of  the 
mediators,  jNI.  M.  Scene  Defmaifon 
and  Mulot.  Since  the  triumph  of 
the  banditti  at  Avignon,  the  pre- 
tended eleftoral  afl'embly  at  Be- 
darrides,  had  aflumed  a  more  lofty 
tone,  and  openly  refifted  the  in- 
fluence of  the  mediators.  The 
latter,  in  confequence,  began  to  (how 
greater  favour  to  the  oppofite  party, 
and  to  place  more  confidence  in  the 
troops  of  the  line.  Several  fadts  of 
harfh  and  violent  interference,  were 
charged  on  abbe  Mulot,  who  was 
more  obnoxious  than  either  of  his 
colleagues,  while  M.  Verninac  was 
mentioned  with  great  tendernels 
and  praife.  Thefe  complaints,  how- 
ever, were  foon  met  by  a  counter 
addrefs,  figned  by  three  thoufand 
inhabitants  of  the  city  of  Avignon, 
who  telHfied  their  obligations  to  abbe 
Mulot  and  the  troops  of  the  line, 
for  protecting  the  peace  of  the 
city;  denying,  at  the  fame  time, 
that  M.  Rovere,  the  agent  who  had 
prefented  the  former  addrefs,  had 
any  authority  whatfoever  from 
them.  Abbe  Mulot  likewife  de- 
fended his  own  conduft  in  perfon 
at  the  bar. 

The  refult  of  all  was,  that  new 
commillioners  were  direfted  to  be 
fent,  with  a  new  detachment  of 
troops.  Their  firfi;  aft  was  to  re- 
ftore  the  mavor  and  municipality, 
who  had  been  difpoflefled  the  pre- 
ceding June.  The  people,  under 
their  authoritv,  proceeded  to  fearch 
for  the  bodies  of  the  murdered. 
file  fmell  of  the  carnage  ccndufted 


them  to  the  ice  -  houfe.  There, 
while  fome  were  anxioufly  looking 
in  vain  among  the  disfigured  heap, 
for  a  parent,  a  child,  a  brother,  or 
a  kinfman  ;  while  others,  with  little 
lefs  interell,  were  endeavouring  to 
trace  the  features  of  fome  dear 
friend;  the  multitude  flocked  round 
the  body  of  the  aged  prieft,  their 
beloved  and  revered  paftor.  His 
clerical  dref?,  and  the  crucifix  on 
his  brealt,  pointed  him  out  to  their 
eager  eyes,  and  his  relics  being 
feparated  from  the  reft,  and  expofed 
to  view,  were  furveyed  for  days  to- 
gether, with  a  veneration  almort 
bordering  on  idolatry.  Soon  after, 
a  funeral  fervice  adapted  to  the 
occafion,  was  publicly  performed 
in  the  principal  church  of  the  city, 
with  the  greatell  folemnity  and  dcr- 
votion. 

The  firfl  difpatches  of  the  com- 
miffioners  were  received  by  the 
afl'embly  uith  fcreams  of  horror  ; 
the  letter  dropped  from  the  hands 
of  the  fecretary  as  he  was  reading 
it,  but  the  imprefllon  did  not  lafl 
long.  The  new  commiflioners  them- 
felves  were  very  foon  accufed  of 
partiality,  by  addrefles  from  the 
faftion  of  Jourdan,  though  he,  with 
Tournal  and  other  chiefs  of  the 
banditti,  were  adually  imprifoned 
for  the  purpofe  of  being  tried  be- 
fore a  new  tribunal,  fpecially  im- 
powered  to  that  end,  by  a  decree 
of  the  aflembly.  In  the  mean  time, 
the  whole  matter,  with  all  the  va- 
rious criminations  and  I'ecrimina- 
tions,  was  referred  to  a  committee. 
At  length,  a  report  came,  which 
lightly  pafling  over  the  crimes  of 
Jourdan  and  his  accomplices,  but 
dwelling  much  more  on  the  par- 
tiality imputed  to  abbe  Mulot,  and 
the  new  commiflioners,  feleded  for 
profecution,  out  of  all  the  mafs  of 
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guilt  committed    from   the   bealn- 
nina;  in    thofe    unhappy   countries, 
only  the  murderers   of  La  Vilafi'e, 
Anfelme,    Lefcuyer,     and     Pochi, 
whom  fome  troops  of  the  line,  de- 
tached by  the  authority  of  M.  Mu- 
Joc    to  preferve  the    peace   of  Sor- 
gues,  fhot  on   his   houfe-top,  as  he 
was  pelting  them  with  bricks  and 
tiles   in   that  fituation.     The  drift 
of  the  report    was    plainly  under- 
fiood.     It  was  artfully  to  feel  the 
way  for  an  amnefty  to  Jourdan  and 
the  reft  of  his  banditti,  whom  three 
thoufand  national  guards  from  Mar- 
feilles,    foon    marched    to    deliver, 
alter  dilarming  the  Swifs  regiment 
of  Erneft  at  Aix,   burning   the  re- 
gifter,  and  difperfmg  the    diredlory 
of  the  mouths  of  the  Rhone.    Hav- 
ing, however,  loft  four  days  in  the 
latter  exploit,  they  were  prevented, 
by  the  vigilance  of  the  neighbour- 
ing   departments,     from    effecling 
their  objeft  of  fetting    Jourdan  at 
liberty.    The  allembly,  informed  of 
thefe  tranfadions,  notwithftanding 
that  one  of  the  members   had  the 
virtue  to  exclaim,  that  it  was  im- 
poffible  for  any  apology  to  be  heard, 
did  lirten  to  an  apology,  and  palled 
to  the  order  of  the  day.     Not  long 
after  this,  the  queftion   of  the  am- 
nefty to  Jourdan  was  openly  brought 
forward.     The  firft  perfon  wlio  dif- 
tinguiihed  himfelf  by  his  exertions, 
to  fave,  as  he  exprefted   it,   the  un- 
fortunate prifoners  from  the  fury  of 
their  enemies,  was  M.  Vaft'al,    the 
conllitutional    prieft    of   Verfailles. 
They  who  were  called  the  banditti, 
he  faid,  had  never  combatted   anv 
but  defpots  ;  were  never    found  at 
the  head   of  any  confpiracy.     The 
real  banditti,  in  his  cllimation,  were 
they  who  h:;d  tried  to   ftrangle   li- 
berty in  her  cradle,  who  had  per- 
petuated anarchy,  in  order  to  dif- 


guft  the  people  with  liberty,  and 
bring  them  again  under  the  Papal 
yoke,  and  who,  having  perfecuted 
thofe  whom  he  called  the  patriots, 
by  affaflination,  now  perfecuted 
them  under  the  forms  of  juftice, 
and  provoked  new  carnage.  This 
fpeaker  was  followed  by  M.  Ba- 
zire,  on  the  fame  grounds,  with 
the  addition  of  one  truth,  that  the 
confticuent  afTembly  was  guilty  of 
all  the  calamities  of  Avignon^  as 
well  as  of  the  colonies.  The  dif- 
cuHion  ra.T  to  fuch  a  length,  that 
the  queftion  was  obliged  to  be  ad- 
journed. 

When  the  debate  was  on  the 
point  of  being  refumed,  a  deputy  ex- 
traordinary from  Avignon  brought 
intelligence,  that  the  proceedings 
againft  the  accufed  were  complete, 
and  in  the  hands  of  the  minifter  of 
juftice;  that  there  were  no  more 
than  eight-and-twenty  detained  to 
be  put  on  their' trial;  that  the  maf- 
facre  was  fettled  in  cold  blood  at  a 
council,  twelve  hours  after  the  death 
of  Lefcuyer,  and  ten  hours  after 
all  commotion  had  ceafed  among 
the  populace;  that  even  from  his 
dungeon,  Jourdan  had  menaced  the 
city,  and  his  menaces  never  were 
in  vain.  M.  Deleutre  (chat  was 
the  name  of  the  deputy)  could 
hardly  obtain  a  hearing  ;  his  ad- 
drefs  was  very  drily  received  by  the 
prefident;  and  when  admitted  to  the 
fitting,  he  was  reviled  in  the  afTem- 
bly i'ielf  by  M.  Bazire.  M.  Thu- 
riot  took  up  the  main  queftion, 
cited  the  precedent  of  the  confti- 
tuent  aflenibly,  who  had  given  an 
amnefty  to  crimes  which  he  thought 
much  more  horrible  than  thofe  of 
Jourdan,  to  thofe  of  the  infamous 
Bouille ;  and  he  concluded,  amidft 
the  applaufes  of  his  own  faftion, 
and  the  galleries,  that  there  was  no 
[R]  4  iciil'on 
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reafon  againft  the  amnedy  clainncd, 
and  that  it  was  indifpenfable.  He 
was  fupported  in  the  fame  line  of  ar- 
gument, though  with  more  fpecious 
fbphtftrv,  by  M,  La  Source,  a  Cal- 
viniil  miniUer,  who  fiid,  that  the 
unhappy  people  of  Avignon,  might 
fairly  reproach  the  French,  it  both 
revolutions  were  not  equal'y  attend- 
ed by  amneities.  He  mintioncd  tl.e 
inaffacres  at  Nimes,  Montauban,;ind 
*2vlancv,  and  conlidered  the  littof  M. 
jBouille,  whofe  very  name,  he  faie;, 
froze  up  his  blood  with  "horror  and 
aitright,  whofe  exigence  he  called 
an  obiedicn  againft  eternal  juflice, 
ps  a  reafon  for  this  amneily  net  to 
be  anfwered.  IVI.  Vaublanc  took 
the  other  fide.  But  the  piincip.il 
iTiotive  which  feemed  to 'weigh  with 
h'uTi)  was  an  appreliennon  that  there 
might  be  too  great  a  facility  in 
granting  amnefties,  {o  as  to  extend 
xhem  to  the  exiled  princes  and  their 
loliowers.  There  were,  however, 
fome  few,  who,  for  tiie  honour  of 
]iuman  nature,  had  the  virtue  to  re- 
fill this  criminal  mercy  ;  and  many 
more  who  are  faid  to  have  fliown 
filent  grief  and  conllernation,  when 
the  prefident  declared  the  queilion 
to  be  carried.  The  nrminal  appeal 
was  demanded,  but  without  takirg 
any  notice  of  it,  the  prefident 
clofed  the  fitting. 

Tourdart  was  now  liberated.  He 
returned  in  triumph  to  Avignon, 
drcfled  in  his  uniform,  as  comman- 
der in  chief.  The  mayor  .*jnt  to 
meet  him,  and  humbly  afeing  fecu- 
rity  for  the  lives  and  property  of 
the  citizens,  received  this  horrible 
anfwer,  "  for  this  time,  the  ice-hcufe 
?'^  iliall  be  full."  New  murders 
enfued,  aud  the  men  of  the  ice- 
houfe  of  Avignon,  became  after- 
wards a  title  of  infamous  glory. 

f  he  planner  iti  which  the  iufuf- 


reftic  n  of  Ndncy  was  nventiored  in 
the  debates  upon  Avjo^non,  renders 
it  foperfluoLis  to  relate  in  detail, 
what  now  pafied  in  regard  to  that 
affair,  for  which  M.  BouiIle,"at  the 
time,  had  the  thanks  of  the  na- 
tional aflbmbly,  confirmed  even  by 
tlie  tfftimony  of  his  enemies-,  upon 
a  fecond  inquiry  into  his  condadt. 
The  Swifs  loldieis  in  the  regiment 
of  Chateau  Vicux,  who  had  been 
fent  to  the  gallies,  were  releafed  ; 
their  chains  were  hung  up  as  tro- 
phies in  the  jacobin  c!ub  of  Breft  5 
they  were  invited  to  the  capital  by 
the  mother-club  of  Jacobins  there, 
and  were  publicly  feafled  by  them 
with  the  moft  indecent  oftentation. 
Thus  aUnoft  the  only  example 
which  the  firll  alTembly  gave  of 
fpirit,  vigour,  and  juftice,  w-as  con- 
verted into  a  new  encouragement 
to  iedition  and  revolt. 

Having  traced  the  leading  mea- 
fures  which  mark  the  principles  of 
the  new  lesifiature,  we  mult  now  go 
back  a  little  to  take  a  ;^ew  of  their 
foreign  policv,  which  led  to  the  de^ 
claration  of  war  againll  thehoufe  of 
Auftria.  The  aiTembly,  foon  after  its 
hrft  formation,  had  takfn  umbrage  at 
the  conduflof  fome  German  princes, 
who  were  faid  to  have  permitted 
afiemblages  of  the  emigrants,  for 
hoftile  purpofes  againft  France, 
within  their  lefpet^ivc  territories, 
It  appeared,  however,  in  the  month 
of  Odober,  by  a  report  of  the  mi- 
nifter  for  foreign  affairs,  that  no 
complaint  of  this  kind  ex  ifted  againft 
the  Em.peror,  as  he  had  iffued  the 
moft  peremptory  osders  for  pre? 
venting  fuch  affcmblages  in  the 
AuftrianLow  Countries.  The  elec- 
tor of  Treves,  with  one  or  two 
other  princes,  was  neverthelefs  ac- 
cufc-d  of  rtill  openly  countenancing 
thefe  hoilile  preparations. 

|'iefup)ing 
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Prcfuming  on  this  latter  circum- 

ftance,  the  diplomatic   committee, 

«t'  j      which  was  charged   to 

Nov.  22a.         ,  ►  .u 

make  a  report   on  the 

fubjeft,  propofed,  that  the  execu- 
tive power  fhould  enforce  the  dif- 
perfion  of  th^  emigrants  in  the 
German  territory^  by  the  adoption 
of  prompt  and  efiicacious  meafures, 
upon  tiiC  principle,  that  the  pro- 
te6lion  already  granted  them,  was 
contrary  to  the  riglits  of  nations, 
and  the  laws  of  the  Germanic 
body.  Thefe  men,  who  have  all 
along  contended,  that  to  take  no- 
tice of  any  thing  done  in  fiance, 
ivas  to  violate  her  juft  indepen- 
dance,  did  not  fcruple  on  this  oc- 
cafion  to  examine  the  adlual  capi- 
tulation, or  inaugural  compaft  of 
the  reigning  emperor  with  the  co- 
eftates,  and  to  decide,  that  he  would 
violate  it,  if  he  fhould  fufter  the 
emigrants  to  recruit  in  the  empire. 
They  did  not,  however,  yet  ven- 
ture diredly  to  impeach  his  con- 
dua. 
XT  .1.         When    the    debate 

JNOV,  27  th.  n/T       n 

'  came     on,    M.    Rews 

fpoke  with  the  greateft  contempt 
of  the  preparations  of  the  emi- 
grants, and  their  expefted  fupport- 
er?,  as  he  was  perfuaded,  that  al- 
moll:  all  the  great  lecular  princes  of 
the  empire  difapproved  their  pro- 
jeds.  "  My  lord  archbiiliop  of 
"  Menlz,"  ftid  he,  with  ironical 
contempt,  "  will  aflift  them  with  an 
*'  army  of  four  thoufand  m.en  ;  my 
♦'  lord  eleftor  of  Treves  with  one 
*'  of  two  thoufand  ;  and  my  lord 
"  Louio-Rere-Edouard  cardinal  de 
"  Rohan,  in  his  quality  of  German 
*'  prince,  with  one  of  fifty  men." 
He  then  remarked,  that  it  would  be 
unworthy  the  majefty  of  a  great 
pation,  to  fufFer  fuch  an  oic>-a-houJc- 
Jire  \,o  incoOTingde  ii  \  that  iiiihou^h 


an  individual  might  defpife  thefc 
airronts  of  a  ballet,  a  great  natiaa 
ought  to  punifh  thole,  who  are 
ralh  enough  to  invade  and  infult  its 
laws.  No  depend^Lince,  he  believed, 
could  be  placed  on  the  flumbers  of 
the  furrounding  defpots ;  and  he 
afliired  them,  that  Leopold,  who 
was  defcribed  as  fo  pacihc,  would 
never  forgive  them  for  having  ella- 
blillied  the  inconteftible  truth,  that . 
the  people  are  not  the  property  of 
kings.  I  will  not  talk  to  you  of 
the  other  fovereigns,  he  fubjoined, 
but  you  owe  it  to  the  glory  of 
France,  to  affume  that  impofnig 
countenance,  which  fhall  let  thei^i 
know,  that  we  are  iHll  in  the  firll 
rank  among  the  nations  of  Europe, 
M.  Averhault  endeavoured  to  fhew, 
that  the  caufe  of  the  emigrants 
would  not  be  fupported  by  any  of 
the  principal  European  powers. 
England,  he  alledged,  would  not 
interrupt  her  harmony  with  France, 
for  commercial  reafons  ;  and  the 
Emperor  would  be  unwilling  to 
engage  in  a  war,  which  might  leave 
Poland  at  the  mercy  of  Ruffia.  Be- 
f:des,  Leopold  had  the  Low  Coun- 
tries to  defend.  In  a  war  witji 
France,  he  would  have  every  thing 
to  fear  and  nothing  to  gain.  M. 
Averhault  therefore  recommended, 
that  the  emigrants  fhould  net  have 
time  given  them  to  augment  their 
party ;  that  t'le  petty  princes  of 
Germany  fhould  be  required  to  dif- 
perfe  thofe  already  embodied  in 
their  territories ;  that  an  immediattr 
compliance  with  tiiis  demand  fhould 
be  infilled  upon;  and  that  the 
French  envoys  fhould  be  inlfrufted, 
like  Fopilius,  to  lurround  the  Ger- 
man princes  with  a  circle,  from 
which  they  fhould  not  be  permitted 
to  efcape,  until  they  had  given  a 
deciftve  apfwef, 

T-.VO 
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Two  days  after,  when  the  debate 
was  to  be  refumed,  the  minifter  for 
foreign  affairs  informed  the  affern- 
bly,  that  orders  had  been  given  to 
fupprefs,  throughout  Germany, 
every  preparation,  that  could  pof- 
iibly  be  deemed  holHle.  M.  Rahl, 
however,  indulged  himfelf  in  fe- 
verely  cenfuring  "  the  apathy  and 
**  torpor  of  the  executive  power;" 
and  concluded  a  fhort  fpeech  with 
farcaftically  afferting,  that,  when 
Frederick  the  Great  had  any  tranf- 
aftions  with  the  petty  princes  of 
Germany,  he  difpatched  to  them  a 
recruiting  officer,  with  a  letter,  con- 
taining the  objeft  of  his  demand, 
on  which  he  did  not  fuffer  them  to 
deliberate;  well,  then,  added  he, 
thofe  negotiations  always  fucceed- 
ed,  and  never  colt  more  than  an 
hundred  Louis  d'ors.  But  the  ha- 
rangue of  M.  Ifnard  was  moll;  ap- 
plauded ;  and  was  ordered  to  be 
printed  and  fent  to  the  depart- 
ments. Replete  with  an  enthufiai'm, 
which  he  conceived  to  be  the  ge- 
nuine enthufiafm  of  liberty,  he  look- 
ed forward  with  rapture  to  the  pro- 
fpeft  of  a  war,  which  he  was  con- 
vinced, "  would  change  the  face  of 
•«  the  world,  and  fubvert  the  fur- 
"  rounding  thrones."  Apprehen- 
five  that  the  decrees  of  the  Icgilla- 
ture  would  not  correfpond  with  the 
courage  of  the  people,  he  exclaim- 
ed amidll  repeated  acclamations  ; 
*'  Let  us  elevate  ourfelves  to  the 
*»  height  of  our  mifiion ;  let  us 
"  fpeak  to  minifters,  to  the  king, 
"  and  to  Europe,  with  that  firm- 
*'  nefs  which  becomes  us ;  let  us 
*'  fay  to  minillers,  that  they  muft 
*'  take  tlieir  choice  between  public 
«*  gratitude,  and  the  vengeance  of 
*•  the  laws,  and   that  by  the  word 


'•  refponfibility,    we    mean  death- 

"  Let  us  fay  to  the  king,  that   it 

"  is  his  interell:   to  defend  the  con- 

♦'  iHtution  ;   that  he  only  reigns  by 

"  the  people  and  for    the   people  ; 

**  that  the  nation  is  his  fovereign, 

"  a;*d  that  he  is  fubjeft  to   the  law. 

"  To  Europe  let  us  fay,  that  the 

"  French  people,  if  they  draw  the 

"  fword,  will  throw  away  the  fcab- 

"  bard ;  that    they  will  only    feek 

"  to  crown  it   with   the  laurels  of 

"  vidory ;  and  that,  if,  in  fpite  of 

"  their   power   and   courage,   they 

"  fhould  fail  in  defending  their   li- 

"  berty,    their  enemies    Ihall  only 

"  reign  over  dead  bodies.     Let  us 

"  likewife    fay   to  Europe,   that  if 

"  the   cabinets   engage  kings  in  a 

"  war  againft  the  people,  we  will 

"  engage    the    people    in    a    war 

"  againll  kings.    Let  us  fay  to  her, 

"  that  from  the  moment,  when  the 

"  armies    of  our  enemies   contend 

''  with  our  own,  the  light  of  phi- 

"  lofophy  will  ftrike  their  eyes,  tlie 

"  people  will  embrace    each  other 

"  in  the  face  of  dethroned  tyrants; 

"  earth  will  be  confoled,  and  hea- 

"  ven  appcafed."   A  motion,  which 

M.  Averhault  propofed,  founded  on 

the    report    of    the  committee,  at 

length    pafied  unanimoufly,  amidll 

the  plaudits  of  the  members,  and  the 

acclamations  of  the  galleries. 

This  motion  contain-  -,.,  , 

J  jj     r  *  u     Nov.  2Qth. 

ed  an  addrels  *    to    the  -* 

king,  complaining  of  a  want  of 
energy  in  the  diplomatic  line,  and 
urging  him  to  make  the  molt  fpi- 
rited  declarations,  on  the  fubjedl  of 
the  emigrants,  to  the  circles  of  the 
upper  and  lower  Rhine,  to  the  elec- 
tors of  Treve>,  and  Mentz,  and  to 
the  bifhop  of  Spires.  He  was  re- 
quefted  to   infill,  in   the  moll   pe- 


*  State  Papers,  vol.  xxxiii.  p.  i^ 
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remptory  terms,  on  their  immediate 
difperfion,  and  to  prefcribe  an  early 
period,  beyond  which  no  dilatory 
anfwer  would  be  received;  to  fup- 
port  his  demands  by  a  movement 
of  the  troops,  and  to  afTure  the 
German  princes,  that  although  the 
French  people  would  religiouflv 
obferve  their  oath  to  make  no  con- 
quelb  ;  yet,  if  militarv  preparations 
againil:  them  were  ftill  favoured, 
they  would  carry  into  the  German 
territory  not  fire  and  the  Avord,  but 
liberty — it  was  for  princes  to  cal- 
culate, what  might  be  the  conie- 
quence  of  the  alarm  of  nations. 

While    this    addrefs    continued 
under  the  royal  confideration,  the 

T>.  ,     celebrated  Cloots  (who 

Dec.  13th.   ,     ,  J  \   ,. 

■^        had    now  dropped   his 

chriftian  name  of  John  Baptift, 
under  which  *  he  had  long  before 
declared  himfelf  to  be  very  uneafy, 
and  ail'umed  the  heathen  name  of 
Anacharfis)  was  once  more  brought 
upon  the  itage,  was  admitted  to  the 
bar  in  his  characler  of  orator  to  the 
ambafladors  of  mankind,  and  ha- 
rangued the  aiTembly  in  a  ftyle  well 
calculated  to  invigorate  the  warlike 
fpiric,  which  it  had  already  dif- 
played.  He  propofed,  among  other 
violent  meafures,  to  fix  on  the  20th 
of  January,  for  the  march  of  three 
large  armies  towards  BrufTels,  Liege, 
and  Coblentz,  and  promifed  that 
by  the  20th  of  February,  the  three 
coloured  cockade  and  9a-ira  fhould, 
in  that  cafe,  prove  the  delight  of 
more  than  twentv  liberated  nations. 
Thisdecifiveblow.heaflerted,  would 
fave  France  and  the  human  race; 
but  if  they  amufed  themfelves  with 
punifhing  petty  princes,  and  great 
dignitaries  ofthe  church,  they  would 
lofe  their  time  and  money.     ••  Let 


"  us  ftrike,"  faid  he,  while  the  ap- 
plaufes  were  redoubled  around  him, 
"  let  us  ftrike  every  where  or  no 
"  where."  He  expatiated  at  fome 
length  on  the  probable  efteflsof  his 
plan,  in  diilurbing  the  neighbouring 
thrones,  and  deftroying  the  nobility 
and  clergy.  He  fpoke  with  great 
contempt  ofthe  Anglo-Pruflian  ca- 
bal that  reigned  in  Holland,  and 
with  great  bitternefs  againft  the  ma- 
ritime ambition  of  England,  which. 
he  reprefented  as  aiming  diredly  at 
univerfal  empire  through  univerfal 
commerce,  and  wiihing  to  make 
all  the  princes  of  Europe  more  mi- 
ferable  than  the  nabobs  of  Bengal. 
The  moft  cruel  enemy,  he  faid,  with 
which  the  French  had  to  contend, 
was  inadion ;  and  he  concluded  with 
promiiing  them  vidory,  or,  in. 
cafe  of  defeat,  with  confoling  them 
by  the  refleftion,  that  they  would 
make  a  glorious  bankruptcy  of 
mankind.  This  farce,  like  the 
former  e.v'hibition  of  M.  Cloots,  was 
ferioully  received,  and  in  moft  parts 
highly  applauded.  The  anfwer  of 
the  prefident  was  remarkable.  He 
did  not  dilapprove  any  one  pafiage 
of  the  addrefs.  On  the  contrary, 
he  allured  the  orator,  "  that  the 
"  afiembly  received,  with  due  ac- 
"  knowledgments,  the  homage  of 
"  his  opinions,  convinced,  what- 
"  ever  determination  ci re umftances 
"  might  induce  it  to  take,  that 
"  France  held  the  political  key  of 
"  all  Europe."  The  harangue  and 
anfwer  were  both  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

When  the  king,  for  fome  time 
perhaps  embarrail'ed  at  the  precipi- 
tation, widi  which  meafures  of  the 
utmoft  importance  was  adopted,  at 
length  went  down  to  the  aflembly. 


*  See  a  note  on  his  printed  letter  to  Mr,  Burke,  before  quoted. 
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j^  ,     and    adverted    to    the 

Dec.  14th.   fyj,jg^c^  of  ti^e  addrefs, 

he  feemed   to  confider  it  as  prin- 
cipally •   intended  to  pcrfuade  him, 
that  one  general  fenfation  was  felt 
by  the  nation,  and  that  the  cry  of 
all  the  French  was  for  war,  in  pre- 
terence  to  a  ruinous  and  degrading 
patience.      Although    it    was    his 
own  opinion,  that  no  means  ought 
to   be  neglefted   which  could  pre- 
ferve  France,  Jo  lately  expofed  to 
the  agitations  and   ftorms  of  a  re- 
volution, from  the  incalculable  evils 
of  war,   yet,  if  fatisfadory  redrefs 
could  not'be  obtained,  he  (hould  feel 
little  reluflance  'in  yielding  to  the 
popular  impreffion,  and  in  adopting 
thofe  feverer  meafures,  v/hich  the 
fafety    and   honour  of  the  empire 
demanded.     Already,  he  remarked, 
had  he  caufed  a  declaration  to  be 
made  to  the  eleftor  of  Treves,  that 
if  he  did  not  put  a  final  Hop  to  the 
preparations  of  the  emigrants  in  his 
dominions  before  the    15th  of  Ja- 
nuary, he  {hould  be  treated  as  the 
enemy  of  France.     Similar  decla- 
rations, the  king  added,  ihould  be 
made   without   delay   to  the  other 
princes  of  the  empire,  whofe  con- 
duft     had     been     complained    of. 
From   the  good  offices  of  the  Em- 
peror, to  whom  he  had  written  on 
the  fubjedl,  he  expefted  to  derive 
much  advantage  in  the  negociation, 
fis    his  Imperial  mnjelly  had  fet  {o 
good  an  example  by  his  arrange- 
ments   in    the    Netherlands _     To^ 
demonftrate,  however,  the  fpirit  of 
the  nation,  he  had  taken  care  that 
iuch  military  orders  fiiould  be  ilTued, 
as  might  ferve  to  make  his  declara- 
tion refpeftable. 

The  afTembly  heard,  with  unufual 
rleafure,  every   vigoroas  expreffion 


in  the  royal  fpeech,  and  f  propofing 
to  fix  its  attention  on  the  deci- 
five  meafures  announced,  promifed, 
fhould  the  order  of  events  make 
thofe  meafures  neceffary,  to  enfure 
his  majefty  the  attainment  of  more 
true  glory  than  was  ever  acquired 
by  any  of  his  anceltors.  From  the 
Rhine  to  the  Pyrenees,  from  the 
Alps  to  the  ocean,  all,  it  was  faid, 
fhould  be  proteded  by  the  fuper- 
intendance  of  a  good  king,  ■^^.d  by 
the  rampart  of  a  free  and  faithful 
people.  A  fingle  glance  of  the 
eye,  on  the  molt  incorredl  map  of 
Europe,  will  immediately  difcover, 
that  the  vail  traft  of  land  from  the 
Rhine  to  the  Pyrenees,  from  the 
Alps  to  the  ocean,  includes  other 
territories  befidcs  thofe  of  France. 
The  Rhine  no  where  runs  oppofite 
to  the  Pyrenees,  but  in  that  part  of 
its  courfe,  where,  turning  to  pour  it- 
felf  into  the  fea,  it  encircles  the  Ne^ 
therlands  then  belonging  to  the 
F^mperor,  with  whom  the.e  exlfled, 
at  that  time,  not  even  a  pretended 
caufe  of  quarrel.  In  faft,  the  limits 
defcribed  by  the  national  afiembly, 
at  this  very  early  period,  were  pre-p 
cifely  thofe  wliich  have  fince  been 
called  the  natural  boundaries  oi  the 
country,  and  for  which  the  fucceed- 
ing  demagogues  of  the  day,  in 
ahnoil  all  the  fludluations  of  party^, 
have  uniformly  contended.  -* 

So  impatient  appeared  the  leaders 
of  the  ailembly  for  the  commence- 
ment of  hollilities,  that,  already  en- 
joying it  in  imagination,  they  voted 
a  manifeflo  on  the  fubjeft,  which 
was  ordered  to  be  fent  to  all  the 
courts  in  Europe.  BrifTot  precede^ 
Coudorcet,  who  propofed  the  mear 
fure,  in  a  long  and  inflammatory 
harangue,  in  \\  hlch  ge  principajljr 


*  State  Pa|.ers,  p.  149^ 
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attempted  to  prore,  that  foreign 
powers  were  not  in  a  fituation  to 
contend  with  France.  In  all  States, 
the  governments,  he  obfcrved,  de- 
tefted  the  principles  of  the  French 
revolution  ;  but  in  all,  the  people 
adored  them,  and  only  waited  for 
an  opportunity  to  realize  them. 
Under  fuch  circumftan.ces  a  concert 
of  powers  was  a  mere  chimera.  He 
neverthelefs  thought,  that  Frarxe 
ought  toalfume  a  rierce  countenance, 
and  emplov  her  powerful  refources 
to  terminate  the  comedy,  which  all 
crowned  heruJs  were  playiug,  and 
to  annihilate  the  terrors  that  fur- 
rounded  her.  There  mull,  fubjoined 
he,  be  war.  It  is  necefT^iry  for 
France,  for  her  honour,  for  her  fafety, 
for  the  re-ertabliihment  of  her  fi- 
nances and  her  public  credit.  A 
diilinftion  waf=  preferved  throughout 
*  this  manifelto.  between  the  princes 
and  the  people  of  Germany ;  the 
culpable  princes  only  were  con- 
fidered  a?  the  enemies  of  France, 
while  high  profeifions  of  friendlhip 
and  fraternity  were  made  to  the 
people,  the  inhabitants  of  the  foil 
under  their  refpcdlve  governments. 
Compelled  to  take  up  ar.ms,  in  order 
to  relent  the  infult  which  had  been 
offered  to  the  French  nation,  tie 
reprefentatives  of  that  nation  pro- 
mifed  to  lay  them  down  again  with 
joy,  the  moment  they  could  be  af- 
fured  that  liberty  was  fecure,  with- 
out infringing  the  independence  of 
other  nations,  without  feeking  either 
indemnification  or  revenge,  and 
recognizing  only  brothers  in  their 
vanquilhed  adverfarles. 

But  whatever  might  have  been 
the  fecret  wifiies  and  "expectations 
of   the  jacobiniCal  party   at    this 
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jundure,  the  ccndu-fl  of  the  eleftor 
of  Treves,  of  whom,  principallv, 
apprehenfions  were  faid  to  be  enter- 
tained, was  fuch  as  to  remove  every 
pretext  for  complaint  f.  By  3 
difpatch  from  the  French  minifter 
plenipotentiary  at  Treves,  commu- 
nicated to  the  afi"embly  on  the  i6th 
of  January,  it  appeared,  that  ia 
confequence  of  preceding  remon- 
llrances,  the  dlfperfion  of  the  erai- 
l^rants  in  that  electorate  had  been 
as  complete  as  the  nation  defired, 
and  the  king  dire>fled,  and  that  the 
eledor  had  been  (o  precipitate  ia 
complying  with  the  demand  of  the 
king,  as  to  fend  them  out  of  his 
territories  immediately,  without 
regard  to  the  badnefs  of  the  roads 
or  the  inclemency  of  the  feafon,  the 
ground  Ix^ing  at  ths  time  covered 
with  fnow. 

While  France  thus  corRpIained  of 
the  favours,  which  had  been  Ihewn  to 
Fr-ench  emigrants  in  Germany,  the 
government  at  Bruifels  J  complain- 
ed of  fimilar  favours,  which  were 
heuowed  on  the  emigrants  from 
the  Netherlands  in  France.  Al- 
though the  king  and  the  aiTembly, 
had  given  orders  to  prevent  thofa 
emigrants  from  afiembling  and 
arming  themfelves  on  the  French 
frontiers,  it  was  remarked  that  cer- 
tain focieties,  in  defiance  of  fuch 
orders,  openly  promifed  them  pro- 
tefcion,  and  emboldened  them  to 
perfevere  in  their  con.jiiracies  a- 
gainll  their  country.  It  was  there- 
fore infilted,  that  the  French  go- 
vernment (hould  endeavour  to  fulfil 
its  promifes,  and  make  its  orders 
refpedcd.  Complete  facisfaclion, 
however,  on  this  point  feems  never 
to  have  been  obtained,  but  it  was 


*  State  Papers,  p.  z:j*, 
%  Ibid,  p,  2ia*. 
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not  only  among  the  jacobins,  that 
emigrants  from  other  countries 
were  received  and  carelled.  On 
the  19th  of  January,  feveral  perfons 
of  this  defcription  from  Holland, 
were  admitted  to  the  bar  of  the 
national  aflembly  ;  and  after  having 
harangued  againlt  the  defpotifm  of 
the  Stadtholder,  and  propofed  mea- 
fures  tending  to  the  fubverfion  of 
the  Dutch  conftitution,  were  allured 
by  the  prefident  that  they  ibould  be 
conllantly  confidered  as  allies  of  the 
French  people.  Their  addrefs  was 
even  inferted  in  the  proces-verbal 
of  the  iitting  with  honourable  men- 
tion. 

Nor  did  the  afiembly  appear  lefs 
fcrupulous  in  entering  into  an 
alliance  with  a  party  of  obfcure 
Englifhmen,  who,  under  the  appel- 
lation of  the  London  conflitutional 
Whigs,  addreffed  it  on  the  fubjeft 
of  the  new  conftitution,  and  pledged 
themfelves  as  children  of  liberty,  if 
any  defpotic  power  Ihould  attempt 
to  endave  the  French  people,  to 
rifk  their  own  lives  and  fortunes  in 
their  defence.  The  addrefs  of  this 
dillinguifhed  fociety,  which  held  its 
meetings  at  an  alehoufe  in  Frith- 
ftreet,  was  inferted  in  the  proces-ver- 
bal of  the  day,  and  communicated  to 
the  king  by  the  commifTioners,  who 
carried  the  decrees  for  the  royal 
fimftlon.  Nor  were  fuch  honours 
fufficient.  The  prefident  was  or- 
dered to  return  a  written  anfwer, 
in  which  he  remarked,  with  the  ap- 
probation of  the  aflerably,  that 
"  the  inviolable  treaty  which  virtue 
"  alone  had  negociated,  was  fimple 
"  as  truth,  eternal  as  reafon,"  and 
informed  thefe  new  allies,  that  the 
national  alfembly  accepted  their 
good  wilhes,  "  that  it  accepted  the 
"  great  example,  which  they  had 
*«  given  of  their  lovs  for  the  laws." 


On  this  occafion  the  conftitutional 
whigs  of  Frith-ftreet,  feem  to  have 
been  miftaken  for  whigs  of  a  more 
ancient  and  refpeflable  defcription  ; 
otherwife,  it  is  to  be  prefumed,  they 
would  never  have  been  ftyled,  as 
they  were  in  the  affembly,  "  the 
"  foundeft  part  of  the  Englilli  na- 
"  tion,  the  oppofition  of  England, 
"  and  even  England  itfelf." 

y\bout  the  fame  period  likewife  a 
number  of  refugees  from  Brabant 
and  Liege,  were  permitted  publicly 
to  form  themfelves  into  a  delibe- 
rating body,  under  the  appellation 
of  the  general  committee  of  the 
united  people  of  Belgium  and 
Liege  fitting  at  Paris,  and  to  pafs 
refolutions  againft  the  exilling  go- 
vernments of  their  refpeflive  coun- 
tries. In  a  declaration  which  ap- 
peared in  the  month  of  January, 
they  folemnly  bound  themfelves  to 
adopt  the  moll  convenient  meafures 
for  fliaking  off  tb.e  intolerable  yoke, 
under  which  their  native  countries 
were  fuppofcd  to  groan,  and  for 
expelling  the  tyrants  that  opprelicd 
them.  They  afterwards  proceeded 
the  length  of  formally  denouncing 
their  fovereigns,  on  which  occafion 
the  Liegois,  affeding  to  calhier 
their  bilhop,  declared  him  a  per- 
jurer, a  traitor  to  his  country,  and 
an  aflaffin,  and  fwore  to  profecute 
him,  till  jullice  (hould  overtake  him 
for  his  crimes. 

The  difbanding  of  the  emigrants 
in  the  eleftorate  of  Treves,  Teemed 
to  deprive  that  party  which  dif- 
covered  an  eagcrnefs  for  war,  of  the 
only  pretence  for  a  rupture.  .A 
difpatch,  however,  from  Vienna, 
about  the  fame  time,  furnifhed  it 
with  a  new  fubjeft  for  difpute. 
But  before  we  confider  the  parti- 
culars of  this  difpatch,  it  will  be 
neceffary  to  explain  feveral  previous 
circumflances 
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clrcumnances  refpefting  the  condu(^l 
of  the  Emperor. 

Both  the  circular  letter  from 
Padua,  and  the  joint  declaration  of 
Pilnitz,  on  the  face  of  them,  had  an 
immediate  reference  to  the  captivity 
and  detention  of  Louis  ths  XVIth. 
When,  therefore,  that  prince  notifi- 
ed his  acceptance  of  the  conilitution, 
both  the  one  and  tlie  other  was  at 
an  end ;  and  indeed  the  concert 
which  they  were  intended  to  elta- 
blifh,  was  formally  declared  to  be 
fulpended,  not  onl  v  by  an  official  dif- 
patch  *  from  prince  Kaunitz,  the 
aulic  andftate  chancellor,  but  alfoby 
a  note  of  the  Emperor  addrefled  to 
the  different  courts  of  Europe  on 
that  event.  The  French  king 
was  now  confidered  as  free,  his  ac- 
ceptance of  the  conftitution  as  vo- 
luntary, and  the  fcveral  afts  wliich 
followed  it,  as  confequently  valid. 
All  interference,  therefore,  of  the 
coalefced  powers,  was  declared  to 
be  rendered  unncceffary  during  the 
continuance  of  the  regular  govern- 
ment, recently  ertablilbed  ;  but,  as 
apprehenfions  were  ftill  entertained 
with  refpeft  to  the  return  of  popular 
anarchy,  it  was  propofed  that  the 
powers  concerned  fliould  hold  thein- 
ielves  in  a  llatcof  obfervation,  and 
caufe  it  to  be  made  known  by  their 
ambafladors  at  Paris,  that  the  coa- 
lition was  not  dilTolved,  but  would 
be  ready,  on  any  future  emergency, 
to  fupport  the  rights  of  the  king, 
and  the  French  monarcliy. 

In  confequence  of  this  change 
in  affairs,  the  Emperor  made  con- 
fideiable  reductions  in  his  army. 
ye  did  every  thing  In  his  power  to 


embarrafs  and    prevent   the    expe- 
dition againlt  France,  projeded  by 
the    ardent  and   aftive    heroifm  of 
Guftavus  the  ITId  f,  who,  after  be- 
lieving him  refolutely  bent  on  war 
in  the    beginning    of   September, 
loft   all   confidence    in  him    before 
the  end  of  December.     The  French 
ambaffador,  who  had  been  forbid- 
den to  appear  at   the  court  of  Vi- 
enna,  was    again    received    there. 
Though  the  complaints  of  the  Ger- 
man diet,  refpeifling  the  princes  of 
Alface  and  Lorraine,  had  been  ra- 
tified   by    him,    Leopold    refolved 
once  more  to  write  an  amicable  let- 
ter on    the  fubjeft  to   the  French 
government ;  and  in  all  his  aftions 
at  this  period,  he  feemed  to  flievv  a 
fincere  defire  of  per.ce,  wifhing  at 
the  fame   time  to  preferve   fuch  a 
countenance  as  m.ight  keep  the  ja- 
cobin faftion   in   check,  and    give 
whatever  aflillance  he  could  to  the 
views    of   the  Fcuilians.      Indeed, 
his  conduft  on  the   whole,  had  the 
tellimony  of  the  legiflative  aflembly 
itielf,    when    it    made  application 
to  him  for  the  exertion  of  his  in- 
flucncc  over  the  elector  of  Treves, 
in  the  affair  of  the  emigrants,     ic 
was  againll  J  fome  expreffions  con- 
tained in  an  official  dif-     p. 
patch   of  prince   Kau-     -^'ec.  2ilt. 
nit2,  by  way  of  anfwer  to  this  ap- 
plication, that    exception  was  firf^ 
taken. 

The  prince  remarked,  that  the 
cleftor  of  Treves  had  Itated  to  the 
court  of  Vienna,  his  compliance 
with  the  rcqueff  of  France  in  the 
difperfion  of  the  emigrant  corps, 
but  fearing,  nevertlielefs,  that  the 


*  State  Papers,  227*. 

f  Sl'c  the  corrcfpondeiice  of  that  prince,  in  IVI,  Bouille's  Memoirs. 
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frontiers  of  the  eledorate  were 
likely  to  be  troubled  by  incurfions 
and  violences,  he  had  Ibliciced  af- 
fiiUilce  from  the  Emperor,  in  cafe 
the  event  fhould  realize  his  fears. 
It  was  therefore  declared,  that,  al- 
though the  Emperor  was  convinced 
of  the  jiill  intentions  of  the  Frencli 
king,  and  aware  of  its  being  the  in- 
lerell  of  the  French,  not  to  pro- 
voke all  foreign  fovereigns  by  acts 
of  violence  againll  one  of  them, 
yet,  as  daily  experience  gave  not 
iufficient  alTurance  of  flability,  the 
preponderance  of  moderate  mea- 
fures  in  France,  and  a  regular  fub- 
ordinatlon  of  powers,  his  Imperial 
majefty,  as  head  of  the  German 
empire,  felt  himfelf  under  the  ne- 
cellity  of  ordering  marfhal  Bender 
to  march  Ipcedy  and  efficacious  iuc- 
eours  to  the  ftaces  of  his  eleftoral 
highnefs,  in  cafe  of  his  being  at- 
tacked, or  even  imminently  me- 
naced ;  that,  notwithftandiilg,  fin- 
cerely  attached  as  he  was  to  the 
king  of  the  French,  his  Imperial 
majefiy  profefl'ed  to  feel  too  much 
regard  for  him,  too  much  concern 
for  the  well-being  of  France,  and 
the  general  repofe  of  Europe,  not 
to  defire  ardently  the  prevention  of 
fuch  an  extremity,  and  of  the  in- 
fallible confequences,  as  well  to 
himfelf,  and  the  princes  of  Ger- 
many, as  to  the  other  fovereigns 
"  who  had  united  in  concert  for 
"  the  maintenance  of  the  public 
"  tranquillity,  and  the  fafcty  and 
"  honour  of  crowns." 

The  idea  conveyed  in  the  laft 
paragraph  was  principally  aoticed  ; 
and  was  now  taken  up  for  the  iiill 
time,  as  fomething  of  a  new  and 


dangerous  tendency.  As  the  Em- 
peror perhaps  might  have  flactered 
himfelf,  that  the  concert  of  powers 
had  b^en  already  produdlive  of  good 
effedls,  in  overawing  the  republican, 
and  encouraging  tlie  conftitiuiona], 
party  in  the  contHtuent  aflembly,  fo 
might  he  have  hoped,  on  theprefent 
occafion,  that  a  hint  on  his  part,  of 
the  poffibility  of  its  revival,  would 
have  tended  to  lapport  that  order 
of  things,  which  it  had  been  in 
feme  degree  the  means  of  ellablifh- 
ing.  But  the  politlcil  ilate  ©f 
France  was  now  much  altered.  The 
Jacobins  had  gained  a  complete 
ai'cendency  in  the  new  ailembly  ; 
and  at  this  period  were  divided  in- 
to two  parties,  by  Briffot  and  Ro- 
be rfpierre,  both  united  in  the  en- 
deavour of  efl-'eding  the  fame  ob- 
jed,  the  overthrow  of  the  monar- 
chy, but  differing  in  their  opinion 
as  to  the  belt  mode  of  accompliih- 
ing  it.  Bilffbt,  at  the  head  of  the 
party  known  under  the  denomina- 
tion of  the  Girondiiis,  and  fome- 
times  the  BrifTotins,  was  decidedly 
for  war,  as  neceffary  for  creatinj*- 
occalions  of  clamour,  by  exciting 
the  populace  againll:  the  fuppofccl 
treacheries  of  the  court.  Rober- 
fpierre,  at  the  head  of  the  other, 
contended  for  the  prefervation  of 
peace,  on  the  ground  that  war 
would  eventually  Itrengthen  anfl 
fix  the  power  of  Fayette  and  the 
Feuillans,  and  that  they  ought  fo- 
lidly  to  eftablilh  their  republic,  be- 
fore they  Ihould  venture  to  dillurb 
Europe  *.  The  opinion  of  Briflbt 
finally  prevailed ;  and  in  this  dif- 
pute,  relative  to  the  beil  means  of 
deltroying    the    king,    principally 


•  See  Roberfiuerre's  report  from  the  committee  of  public  welfare,  17th  No- 
vember 1793.  Madame  RolSiid  tells  us,  this  was  the  caule  of  Robejfpierrt's 
d'Kiiily  hate  to  BiilL't, 

criginated 
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originated  that  difTenfion  between 
thefe  two  champions  of  republi- 
canifm,  which  terminated  in  the 
deflrudlion  of  the  former.  At  the 
period  of  Briffct's  fubfequent  ex- 
pullion  frorii  the  jacobin  club,  fo 
far  was  he  from  difguifing  the  faft 
of  his  having  been  the  author  of 
the  war,  that  he  publicly  boalied  of 
it  as  a  point  of  pofitive  merit,  in  a 
pamphlet  *  addreffcd  to  the  republi- 
cans of  France.  "  It  was,"  faid 
he,  "  the  abolition  of  royalty,  which 
"  I  had  in  view,  in  canjlng  nvar  to 
"  be  declared:' 

When  thefe  circumftances  are 
confidered,  the  reafon  will  be  ob- 
vious, why  the  fubjefl  of  the  con- 
cert of  powers  was  now  profecuted 
with  fo  much  ardor. 
Ian  lAth  ^''  bringing  up  a  re- 
J  '  ^''  port  from  the  diplomatic 
'"  *  committee,  refpeding 
the  official  difpatch  of  prince  Kau- 
nitz,  M.  Genfonne,  the  reporter, 
after  endeavouring  to  prove,  that 
the  Emperor  had  violated  his  ex- 
jlHng  treaty  with  France,  particu- 
larly by  the  propofed  concert  of 
powers,  pointed  out,  what  appeared 
to  be  his  Imperial  majelly's  induce- 
ment to  fuch  a  concert.  He  thought 
it  probable,  that  the  projedl  of  the 
Emperor  was  not  to  attack  them 
with  arms,  but  to  lead  them  infen- 
fibly  to  the  adoption  of  a  congrefs, 
which  might  modify  their  conlli- 
tution,  overturn  the  principle  of 
the  equality  of  rights,  and  give  to 
the  throne  an  almoil  abfolute  au- 
thority. Struck  with  this  idea,  M. 
Guadet,  the  vice-prefident,  inftant- 
ly  propofed,  that  all  Frenchmen, 
who  might  direftly  or  indiredly 
take  any  part  in  fuch  a  congrefs, 
fhould  be  declared  infamous   trai- 
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tors  to  their  country,  and  guilty  of 
high    treafon.      His  propofal    was 
adopted  with   enthufiafm,   and  im- 
mediately   form.cd    into   a    decree. 
The   minliler   for    foreign    affairs 
then  read  to  the  affembly,  the  copy 
of  a  note  from   the  Emperor  to  the 
eledor  of  Treves,  which  had  been 
communicated  to  the    French  mi- 
nifter  at  Brnflels.     In  this  note,  the 
Emperor  informed  the  eledlor,  that 
his    promiie    of  proteiflion  again'i 
any  invafion  by  the  French,  would 
only  be  fulfilled  on    the  condition, 
that    his   eledoral    highncfs  Ihould. 
appear  to  have  difperfed  the  aHem- 
blagcs  of  emigrants  within  his  ao- 
minions,  and  conformed    in  all  re- 
fpefts  to  the  lavv's  of  good  neigh- 
bourhood.    Before   the   debate  on 
the  committee's  report,  which   oc- 
cupied many  days,  was  concluded^ 
M.    de   Leffart  likewife   read  dif- 
patches  from  the    French  miniiter 
at  Treves,  ilating  the  total  difband- 
ing   of  the  emigrants   in  the  elec- 
torate.    The   fpeech  of  Brifibt  on 
the   fubjcft  of  the  report,  diredlly 
pointed  at  the   new  turn,  which  it 
was  intended  the  negociation  Ihould 
now  take.     "  The  ele«Stors,"  he  ex- 
claimed, "  are  not  worthy  of  your 
*'  anger.    Fear  has  proltrated  them 
"  at  your  feet.     A  free  people  dif- 
"  dains   to  crulh  an  enemy  on  his 
"  knees. — The  Emperor  is  now  your 
"  enemy.      Examine  his  fituation 
"  and  your  own ;  and  take  advice 
"  from  your  principles  and  flrength. 
"  Strength  will  avenge  you;  prin- 
"  ciples    will   abfolve   you.      The 
"  nature  of  your  enemy's  hate  mull 
"  not  be  dilTembled,  ifyouwou'd 
"  meafure   the  extent  of  it.     Your 
"  Qonrtitutiou    is   an.  eternal  ana- 
"  thema  againll  all  abiolule  thrones. 


*  BriflTot's  colleclion  of  pamphlets  re-printed  in  London,  p.  17:  and  172. 
Vol.  XXXIV,  [S]  <'  All 
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"  All  kings  then  muil:  hate  your 
"  conilitution.      It  brings  them  to 
"  their   trial:  it   pronounces  their 
*'  fentence.       It    leems   to  fay    to 
"  each  of  them  ;  to  mprrow  thou 
*'  fhaltbe  no   more,  or  thou  fl-.alt 
"  be  a  king  of  the  people's  creation. 
"  This   truth   hath  funk  deep  into 
*'  Leopold's  heart.     He  ftrives  to 
"  ward  off  the  fatal  moment ;  and 
"  fuch  is  the  fecret  of  his  hatred 
"  for    the    French    nation,   of  the 
"  protedlion  which  he  has  granted 
"  to  the  emigrants  and  to  the  elec- 
"  tors ;  and  of  the  league  of  kings, 
"  whom   he   endeavours  to  excite 
"  againfl:  us.     No,   it  is   not   the 
"  French    nobility  that  he  would 
"  re-efiablifh.     It  is  not  the  prero- 
"  gative  of   a    political  phantom, 
"  which     he     wiflies    to    defend. 
♦*  Leopold  fears  for  his  throne.     It 
"  is  his  throne  that  he  endeavours 
"  to  maintain,    by    a  vain  league 
"  againit  the  torrent  of  the  fpirit  of 
"  liberty."     After  explaining  what 
he  conceived  to  be  the  fecret  views 
of  the  enemies  of  France,  he  added; 
*'  You  muft  recoUedl,  that  they  are 
"  kings    and    you    are  a   people. 
"  They  are  defpots,  and  you  are 
"  free.    Now  there  can  be  no  fm- 
"  cere  compaft  between  liberty  and 
"  tyranny.    The    foreign    tyrants, 
*'  'therefore,  muft  either  -defign  to 
*'  crufh  you  or  deceive  you.   They 
"  are  not  able  to  crufh  you ;  they 
♦'  endeavour  then  to  deceive  you," 
He  faw  no  ncceffity  of  entering  into 
any  explanation  with  the  Em.peror; 
and  was  for  lofing  no  time  in  de- 
claring war,  as   on  one  fide  there 
were  an  hundred  thoufand  French- 
men, brave  and  well  armed,  who 
only  waited  for  the  fignal  to  attack, 
while  on  the  other  nothing  was  to 
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be    perceived    but  extreme  impo- 
tence.    He  infixed,  that  the  empire 
was  only  a  phantom  ;  that  Upper 
Anftria    prefenred    nothing  formi- 
dable, that  Brabant  would  probably 
become  free,  and  the  ally  of  France ; 
that  England  could  only  ftrike  at  a 
diftance,  that  Holland,  reftored  to 
liberty,  could   not  be  the  enemy  of 
a  free  pedple ;  that  the  diftrefl'es  of 
Spain  would  render  it  inaftive,  and 
that  the  people  of  England  ivculd  offer 
up  prayers  for  the  fuccefs  of  France, 
^ixh'ch    they  kne^jj  nvoidd  one  day  he 
their  civn. 

After  being  further  worked  upon 
by  Condorcjt,   and   other  leading 
members  of  the  Girondifts,  the  na- 
tional affembly  at  length 
voted  an  •  addrefs  to  the 
king,  fetting  forth,  that  as  the  Ejn- 
peror,  by  his  circular  letter  of  the 
25th  of  November    1791,  by   his 
treaty  with  the  king  of  PruHiaon  the 
25thof  July,  by  hisanfweron  the  no- 
tification made  to  him,  of  the  king's 
acceptance  of  the  conftitution,  and 
bytheoflicia!  note  of  his  chancellor, 
dated  December  21ft,  had  infringed 
the  treaty  between  France  and  the 
empire,  and  endeavoured  to  excite 
among  different  powers,  a  concert 
injurious     to   the  fovereignty   and 
fafety   of  the    French  n?.tion,  the 
king  fhould  be  invited  to  demand 
of  his  Imperial  majeily,  whether  he 
intended  to  live  in  peace  and  good 
underftanding-  with  the  French  na- 
tion,   and   whether   he   would   re- 
nounce all  treaties  and  conventions 
direded  againfl  the  fovereignty,  in- 
dependence,  and  fafety  of  that  na- 
tion. The  king  was  further  required 
to  announce,  that,  if  the  Einperor 
fhould  fail  to  give  full  and  entire 
fatisfaftion  uyon  thefe  points,  his 
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filence,  as  well  as  every  evafive  and 
dilatory  anfwer,  would  be  conflrued 
into  an  abrolute  declaration  of  war. 
Iq  the  snean  time,  the  king  was 
defired  to'  continue  to  put  the  troops 
into  fuch  a  Itate,  as  to  render  them 
capable  of  taking  the  field  on  thefirft 
orders  which  miglu  be  iO'ued;  It  is 
remarkable,  that  in  this  decree  (and 
the  fame  obfervation  will  apply  to 
all  the  other  decrees  and  reports 
on  the  fubjed)  there  is  not  even  a 
mention  of  the  declaration  figned 
at  Piiiiitz,  which  has  fmce  been 
fo  perpetually  reprefented  by  the 
friends  of  the  French  revolutlDn, 
as  the  caufe  and  origin  of  the  v/ar ; 
nor  of  the  circular  letter  from  Pa- 
dua. Neither  was  this  an  overfight. 
For  M.  Vaublanc  *,  in  the  courfe 
of  tRe  debates,  noticed  the  omif- 
fion,  and  demanded  that  a  feparate 
and.particular  report  ihould  be  made 
concerning  both  the  one  and  the 
other.  But  this  proportion  drop- 
ped without  difcufaon.  It  feems 
difficult  to  account  for  this  condudl, 
from  any  other  motive,  than  that 
having  fo  long  quietly  paffed  over 
thofe  inllruments,  while  they  were 
notorious  to  all  Europe,  the  leaders 
of  the  aflembly  did  not  know  hovv 
to  reconcile  their  pall  filence  with 
any  prefent  complaint. 

The  king  informed  the  afTembly  f 
in  his  reply,  that  he  had  already 
demanded  of  the  Emperor  a  pofi- 
tive  explanation  on  the  principal 
articles  propofed,  pieierving  to- 
wards him  tiiat  refpect,  which  llates 
mutually  owe  to  each  other.  He 
could  not,  however,  help  remarking, 
that  the  alTembly  had  exceeded  on 


this  occafion  the  powers  granted  to 
it  by  the  conflitution,  which  or- 
dained, that  the  legillative  body 
fllould  not  deliberate  on  war,  ex- 
cept in  confequence  of  the  formal 
propofuion  of  the  king;  but  he 
added,  ihat  the  prelTure  of  cifcum- 
ftances  compelled  him  rather  to  pre- 
ferve  a  harmony  of  fentiment,  than 
to  be  perpetually  difculling  his 
rights.  At  the  fame  time  he  re- 
minded the  members  of  the  afTem- 
blv,  that  humanity  forbad  them  to 
mix  any  emorion  of  enthufiafm  in 
their  decifion  on  fo  momentous  a 
queftion,  as  that  of  war. 

Inltruftlons  were  fent    y  «  ' 

by  M.  de  Leffart,  to  M.  J^"'  ^Ut. 
Noailles,  the  ambaffador  at  Vi- 
enna J.  The  explanation  which  M. 
de  Leflart  required,  principall/ 
turned  on  the  orders  given  to  mar- 
Ihal  Ben  Jer,  and  on  the  concert  of 
powers.  Although  he  was  aware, 
that  the  alTiftance  which  was  to  be 
given  to  the  elcftor  of  Treves,  de- 
pended on  the  condition  of  the 
elector's  difcontinuing  his  protectioa 
of  the  emigrants,  he  neverthelefs 
thought,  that  fuch  an  explanation 
ihould  have  been  properly  noriccd 
in  the  difpatch  of  the  2 ill  of  De- 
cember; but  he  at  the  fame  time 
obferved,  that  the  eledor,  by  his 
condud,  had  falfified  his  afiertion, 
of  having  prevented  the  emigrants 
from  aflerhbling  in  a  hoiliie  man- 
ner within,  his  dominions.  The 
avowal  of  a  concert  of  powers, 
united  for' the  maintenance  of  the 
public  tranquillity,  and  the  fafetv" 
and  honour  of  crowns,  was  regard- 
ed, he  faid,  as  the  indication  of  a 


*  See  the  Moniteur  for  January  26,  1792.  p.  108,  middle  column.  There  Is 
perhaps  hardly  lo  itrong  an  example,  ot  ihe  cautioa  with  which  bold  sfTeruons 
ftiould  be  admitted  into  hiftor)',  as  the  whole  cry  about  the  treaty  of  Pilnitz. 
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league  formed   againft  France,  for 
the  purpofe   of  efifefting  a  change 
in  the  conilitution,  and  of  forcing 
the  kingj  and   nation  to  accept  of 
fuch  laws,  as   the    coalefced  fove- 
reigns  might   think  proper  to  dic- 
tate.    He  adrnkted  that  there  was 
much  internal  fermentation  in  the 
kingdom  ;  which  he  principally  at- 
tributed to  the  condudl  of  the  emi- 
grants,   and  the   fupport  afforded 
them  by  foreign  powers.     At   the 
fame   time   he  acknowledged,   that 
there  had  exiiled,  indeed,  an  epoch, 
the  period  previous  to  the  eflablifh- 
ment  of  the  conftitution,   when  the 
caufe  of  the  emigrants,  as    appa- 
rently connefted  with  that  c.f  the 
king,    might   have   reafonably  in- 
tereiled  the  fovereigns  of  Europe, 
particularly     the     Emperor;    that 
epoch,  however,  he  remarked,  was 
now  paft.     M.  Noailles  was  nna'ily 
inilrudted  to  demand  an  explanation 
on  the  whole 'tenor  of  prince  Kau- 
nitz's    difpatch,  efpecially    on   the 
meaning  of  the   words,  "  the  fo- 
*'  vereigns  combined  for  the  fafety 
"  and  honour  of  crowns,"  which 
feemed  to  announce  a  fecret  combi- 
nation among   the  powers  of  Eu- 
rope, unknown  to  France. 

Thefe  inllruftions,  which  were 
only  faid  to  have  been  an  extraft 
from  M.  de  Lefiart's  correfpon- 
dence,  were  communicated  by  M. 
Noailles    to  prince   Kaunitz,    who 

1-,  ,         ,      tranfmitted  them  to  the 
Feb.  17th.    T         -1        u  /r  J 

Imperial  ambnliador  at 

Paris  *,  with   fevcral   obfervations 

in  reply,  by  way  of  counter-inftruc- 

tionf,  which   h.^  ordered  that  am- 

bafiador  toh'.y  before  M.  de  Leflart. 

On  the  fubjedt  of  the  orders  given 

to  marfiial  Bender,  the  prince   in- 

iifted,  that  his  dilpatch  of  the  21ft 


of  December,  M'as  in    itfelf  ruffici«» 
ently  explanatory,  as  it  plainly  in- 
timated, that  the  afFillance  promifed 
to   the  ele£lor  of  Treves  was  only 
conditional,  on  the  fuppofition    of 
his  being  attacked  by  France,  not- 
withllanding  his    compliance    with 
the   requeft   made   to    him.     This 
point,  however,  he  conceived,  muft 
have  been  completely  cleared  up, 
if  any  doubts  remained  with  refpeft 
to  the   firft  difpatch,  not  only  by  a 
fecond  difpatch,  dated  January  5th, 
in   which  he  pofuively  limited  the 
Emperor's  promife    of  affiftance  to 
the  cafe  of  an  invafion  taking  place, 
"  in    defiance  of  the  pacific   pre- 
"  cautions  of  the  German  princes, 
"  in  obferving  a  conduft  fimilar  to 
"  that  purfued  by  the  government 
*'  of  the  Low  Countries,"  but  alfo 
by   a  letter  of  the  count  de  Mercy, 
dated   on  the  17  th  of  January,  and 
communicated  to  M-  de  LelTart,  in 
which  an   exprefs  declaration  was 
made,  that  no  affiilance    whatever 
would  be  granted   to  the  eledlor,' 
unlefs  he  fully  fatisfied  the  demand 
of  France  with  refpeft  to  the  emi- 
grants.    As  a  proof,  that  the  elec- 
tor had  fulfilled  what  was  required 
on  his  part,  reference  was  made  to 
a  report  of  the   French  minifter  at 
Treves,  which  had  been  read  in  the 
national  aifembly. 

On  the  fubjed  of  the  concert  of 
powers,  prince  Kaunitz  entered  into 
a  long  and  full  explanation,  pre- 
miiing,  that  the  concert  was  war- 
ranted by  the  confeffion  of  M.  de 
Lefiart  himfelf,  who  acknowledg- 
ed, that  the  fituation  of  the  king, 
previous  to  his  acceptance  of  the 
conilitution,  was  fuch  as  might  have 
excited  the  intereft  of  fovereigns. 
At  the  period  alluded  to,  he  ftated 
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who  were  faid  to  plot  againft 
their  own  government,  and  that  of 
every  furrounding  nation,  with  a 
publicity  of  declarations  and  mea- 
lures  altogether  without  example. 
The  Emperor,  it  was  fuppoied, 
they  hoped  to  drive  to  extremities, 
and  force  into  ferious  meafures,  by 
promifing  afliftance  to  a  conlpir:icy, 
which  had  been  recently  diicover- 
ed  in  the  Netherlands ;  and  thus, 
in  the  event  of  a  war,  would  they 
be  enabled  to  keep  up  the  alarm 
in  France,  and  to  take  advantage 
of  the  unprepared  ftate  of  the  Im- 
perial forces  in  that  quarter.  Some 
fevere  remarks  were  added  on  the 
decree  of  January  25  th,  which  was 
ftated  to  have  been  brought  about  by 
the  influence  of  the  Jacobins,  and 
which  unconfiitutionally  invited  the 
king  to  demand,  in  the  name  of  the 
French  nation,  arming  for  war,  an 
explanation  of  the  hoftile  defigns  of 
the  Emperor,  who  had  not  arrned  at 
all,  who  had  put  a  flop  to  the  arm- 
ing of  other  powers,  but  whom 
France  now  compelled  to  arm  in 
his  own  defence. 

A  copy  of  this  difpatch  was  fent 
by  prince  Kiunitz  to  M.  Noailles, 
*  accompanied  by  a  note,  in  which 
the  Jacobins  were  dirediy  accufed, 
that  after  having  made  the  alTem- 
blages  in  the  eleftorate  of  Treves  a 
mere  pretext  for  an  armament,  they 
had  taken  up  the  queftion  of  the 
concert  of  powers,  in  order  to  fur- 
nilh  themfelves  with  a  further  pre- 
text for  a  declaration  of  war  againit 
the  Emperor.  In  oppofuion  to  the 
calumnies  imputed  to  the  Emperor, 
of  his  having  formed  a  league 
againft  the  fovereignty,  the  inde- 
pendence and  fafety  of  France,  it 
.  was  afferced,  that  his  Imperial  ma-i 


it  to  have  been  formed,  explaining 
the  nature  of  the  Emperor's  invi- 
tation to  other  powers ;  of  his  de- 
fenfive  alliance  with  the  king  of 
Pruffia,  and  of  the  joint-declara- 
tion of  the  two  monarchs ;  all  which 
proceedings,  he  contended,  were 
ftridly  agreeable  to  the  law  of 
nations,  and  even  to  the  new  con- 
ftitution  of  France,  which  had 
fanftioned  monarchy,  as  a  funda- 
mental principle  ef  government. 
V/hen  the  king  accepted  the  con- 
ftitution,  the  Emperor,  he  added, 
addreffed  himfelf  again  to  the 
powers,  who  had  been  invited  to 
the  concert,  and  on  account  of  that 
event,  propofed  a  fufpenfion  of  the 
union,  which  was  only  to  revive, 
in  cafe  the  dangers  that  had  previ- 
oufly  exirted  lliould  be  reproduced. 
The  agitations  in  the  interior 
of  France,  were  imputed  to  a  caufe 
very  different  from  that  which  had 
been  alledged  by  M.  de  Leiliirt. 
The  impotent  armaments  of  the 
emigrants,  it  was  remarked,  could 
not  have  required  the  collefting  of 
forces,  thirty  or  forty  times  more 
numerous  ;  or  if  they  could,  they 
were  now  diffolved,  while  thofe  of 
France  remained ;  and  while  the 
Emperor,  fo  far  from  approving  of 
them,  infilled,  that  the  emigrants 
fhould  make  no  attempts  to  difturb 
the  public  tranquillity.  The  real 
caufe  of  thefe  agitations,  was  con- 
ceived to  be  the  influence  and  vio- 
lence of  the  republican  party,  which, 
predominating  in  the  national  af- 
fembly,  aimed  at  the  fubverlion  of 
the  monarchy,  by  fomenting  inter- 
nal difcords,  and  exciting  a  foreign 
war.  He  then  expofed  at  fome 
length,  and  in  very  Itronghnguage, 
$he  fecrei  defigns  of  the  Jacobins, 
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jefty  had  not  pafTed  one  ftep  beyond 
the  line  of  conduft  marked  cut  to 
him  by  his  ciiarafter  of  ally,  of 
friend,  and  of  neighbour,  and  im- 
posed upon  him  by  the  moft  legi- 
timate folicitude  for  the  jnainte- 
nance  of  public  tranquillity.  To- 
ward the  conciufion  of  the  note,  the 
Jacobins  were  denounced  as  a  per- 
nicious feft,  the  enemies  of  the 
French  king,  and  of  the  funda- 
mental principles  of  the  French 
corillitution,  as  well  as  the  diihirb- 
ers  of  peace  and  general  repofe.  ' 
When  the  minifter  read  this  impor- 
tant paper  in  the  aficmbly,  he  was 
frequently  interrupted  by  murmurs, 
burlls  of  laughter,  and  o:her  iimilar 
marks  of  indignation  and  contempt. 
M»  Taiilifer  exclaimed  aloud, 
*'  This  Emperor  is  a  very  pleafant 
"  fellow."  Several  members  called 
out  at  different  periods  of  the  read- 
ing, "  He  is  a  Feuillant.— Wnat 
.  "  infolence  1 — War — War," 

A  \&SN  days  after  the  date  of 
prince  Kaunitz's  difpatch,  the  Pruf- 
fian  envoy  at  Paris  *, ,  informed  M. 
de  LelTart,  that  an  invalion  of  the 
German  territory  by  the  French 
troops,  would  be  regarded  as  a  de- 
claration of  war  againft  the  Em- 
pire, whicii  his  PruiTian  majefty,  in 
conjundlion  with  the  Emperor, 
would  oppofe  with  all  his  forces. 

The  high  and  dignified  tone  of 
this  difpatch,  the  truths  wh.ich  it 
declared,  and  the  plots  which  it 
developed,  fo  much  enraged  the 
Jacobins,  that  they  immediately  re- 
folved  on  the  ruin  of  M.  de  Lefi'art, 
who  vvas  conceived  to  have  given 
an  advantage  to  the  Imperial  mi- 
nifter, by  his  indifcreet  confefTions 
and    abject    reafoning.      He    was 


therefore  impeached  by  M.  Brilfot 
in  the  national  aiiembly,  and  prin- 
cipally ace  ufed,  among  otiier  fimilar 
charges  lefs  heavy,  of  having  in  his 
letter   to    prince    Kaunitz,    entered 
into  details  of  the  internal  fituation 
of  the  country,  ca'culated  to   con- 
vey improper  ideas,  and,  of  having 
meanly   fued    for  peace ;    and   yet 
formerly,   this  very  letter   having  . 
been  read  by  him   to  the  affembly, 
had  been  loudly  and  repeatedly  ap- 
plauded.   The  unfortunate  miniiier 
was  imm.ediately  arrefted,  fent  to 
Orleans,  and  imprifoned  thereuntil 
the  following' Scpf.ember,  when  he 
fell  irr    the  mafiacres,  which   dif- 
graced  that  period.     He  was  at  the 
time   preparing  for  his  trial,  and 
had  juft  before  written  to  his  friend, 
M.  Nccker,  that  he  Ih.ould  clearly 
prove   the    French   to  have  forced 
on  the  war,  while  ail  the  foreign 
powers  truly  wilhed  for  peace  f . 

The  perfecution  of  M.  de  LefTart, 
by  Briflct,  at  this  period^j  was  one 
branch  of  an  intrigue  among  the 
Jacobins,  who  thought  themfelves 
now  able  to  obtrude  minifiers  of 
their  own  upon  the  king.  By  their 
influence,  feveral  changes  were 
made  about  this  time  ;  and*M.  Du- 
mourier,  through  them,  was  ap- 
pointed minifter  of  foreign  affairs, 
as  a  man  from  whom  they  might 
expeft,  v/-hat  were  called,  more  ener- 
getic rheafures.  Shortly  after  his 
appointment,  he  waited  on  the  ja- 
cobin club;  and  after  paying  due 
homage  to  it,  folicited  the  honour 
of  its  advice  in  the  arduous  tafk 
of  his  minillry,  by  means  of  cor- 
refpondence.  "  Tell  me,"  faidhe,  at 
the  conciufion  of  his  addreis,  "  tell 
«  me  the  whole  truth,  the  fevered: 
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«  truths ;  but  fupport  me  fro:Ti  ca- 
*'  lumny.  It  is  that  which  I  de- 
"  mand  from  my  brethren." 

Previous,  however,  to  the  impeach- 
ment of  de  Leflart,  new  inftrudtions 
had  been  fent  to  M.  Noailles,  by 
way  of  rejoinder  to  prince  Kau- 
nitz's  lall  diipatch.  But  before 
their  arrival  at  Vienna,  an  unex- 
pected event  occurred,  which,  ic  was 
fuppofed,  might  materially  afFeCl 
the  pending  negociations.  This 
event  was  the  death  of  Leopold, 
who  was  hCirried  to  an  untimely 
grave  after  a  fnort  illnefs,  fome 
fymptoms  of  which  gave  rife  to  a 
fufpicion,  now  generally  difbeliev- 
ed,  of  his  having  been  poifoned.  He 
had  not  moved  long  enough  in  his 
ele\'ated  fphere,  to-  attradl  and  fx 
the  opinion  of  mankind  to  his  cha- 
raftcr.  While  he  governed  in  Italy, 
he  had  nearly  excited  an  infurrec- 
tion  by  fome  philofophical  inno- 
vations, which  oflcnded  the  pious 
prejudices  of  his  fubjeds :  but  when 
he  mounted  his  hereditary  thrones, 
whether  warned  by  his  own  expe- 
rience, or  that  of  his  deceafed  bro- 
ther, he  purfued  a  more  ileady  and 
politic  conduct,  and  extricated 
himfelf  from  the  embarraflrnents, 
by  which  he  was  furrounded,  with 
much  prudence  and  ability.  In 
Brabant,  however,  as  foon  as  he 
feemed  to  breathe  a  little  from  his 
difficulties,  he  fhewed  figns  of  a 
return  to  fomething  of  his  former 
notions.  He  gave  encouragement 
to  the  Vonkifts,  a  democratical 
party  with  French  principles;  and 
againlt  the  members  of  the  Hates, 
to  all  of  whom  he  had  promifcd  an 
indemnity,  he,  by  a  chicane  un- 
worthy of  a  great  prince,  inllituted 
civil    aftions  of  damages  for   the 


money  fpent  and  ftores  confumed 
in  their  firuggle  to  vindicate  their 
undoubted  conftitution.  What  he 
would  have  proved  in  the  arduous 
fituation,  whicli  would  have  put  all 
his  talents  and  vigour  of  mind  to  the 
fevercll  trial,  if  his  days  had  been 
lengthened  very  few  years  more, 
it  would  be  unfair  to  conjcdure.  He 
was  fucceeded,  as  king  of  Hungary 
and  Bohemia,  by  his  eldeli  fon  Fran- 
cis the  Ift. 

As  foon  as  decency  would  permit, 
M  Noailles  again*  ad-  j^^^ch.  ift. 
dreilcd  himfelf  to  the 
Imperial  minifler,  ftating,  as  a  ge- 
neral anfwer  to  the  accufations 
againft  the  Jacobins,  that  the  king 
thought  it  neither  becoming  the 
dignity  or  independence  of  the  na- 
tion, to  difcufs  fubjeds  which  re- 
lated folely  to  the  internal  concerns 
of  the  kingdom.  Again  alluding  to 
the  concert  of  powers,  M.  Noailles 
remarked,  that  as  the  king  could 
not  behold  fuch  a  confederacy  with- 
out unealinefs,  he  demanded  of  his 
ally  to  renounce  it,  and  renew  his 
affurances  of  peace  and  union  with 
France.  It  was  likewife  added,  that 
as  foon  as  the  Emperor  would  en- 
gage to  difcontinue  all  hcftile  pre- 
parations on  his  part,  the  French 
troops  on  the  frontiers  would  be 
immediately  reduced  to  the  ordi- 
nary Hate  of  the  garrifons. 

Prince  Kaunitz    replied,  in  the 

name  of  the  king  of    .^       »      p^, 
Ti  J  D  u        March  i8th. 

Hungary  and  Bohe- 
mia, "  that  his  Apoftolic  majefty, 
"  fully  adopted  the  fentiments  and 
"  declarations  of  his  father,  the 
"  late  Emperor,  as  contained  in  the 
"  former  difpatches  j  that  he  knew 
"  of  no  armaments  or  meafures  in 
"  the  Aultrian  States,  which  could 
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"  be  denominated  preparations  for 
"  war,  of  none  but  fuch  as  were  re- 
*'  quifite  for  the  fecurity  and  tran- 
"  quillity  of  his  own  territories,  in 
"  which  he  thought  no  one  had  a 
**  right  to  prefcribe  to  him  ;  and 
"  that  with  refpedl  to  the  concert 
"  of  powers,  he  could  rot  poflibly 
*'  anticipate  tVie  opinions  and  de- 
**  terminations  of  the  fovereigns 
"  concerned,  belie\'ing,  neverthe- 
"  lefs,  that  they  would  not  judge  it 
**  expedient  to  diffclve  the  union, 
*'  until  France  (hould  have  rp- 
"  moved  the  caufes,  which  pro- 
"  voiced  or  obliged  them  to  engage 
*'  in  it ;  and  fiattering  himfclf  at 
"  the  fame  time,  that  in  cafe  the 
"  criminal  defigns  of  the  Jacobins 
*'  fiiould  be  fuccefsful,  the  found 
*'  and  principal  part  of  the  French 
"  nation  would  behold,  as  apro- 
**  fpeft  of  confolation  and  fupport, 
"  the  exiftence  of  a  concert,  con- 
*'  duded  on  principles  worthy  of 
"  their  confidence," 

Contefi'edly  coming  into  office 
through  the  influence  of  Briffpt's 
party,  and  in  a  great  degree  under 
its  controul,  the  new  minifter  for 
foreign  affairs  *,'  in  his  firft  cor- 
lefpondence  with  M.  Noailles, 
blamed  the  amb.ifflidor  for  com- 
municating to  prince  Kaunitz,  the 
extradl  from  M.  de  Lelfart's  inftruc- 
tions,  thus  furnifbing  him  with  the 
means  of  a  violent  declamation, 
injurious  lo  the  pacific  negotiations, 
which  formed  a  principle  of  the 
emperor  Leopold's  policy.  M. 
Koailles  was  at  the  fame  time  in- 
lirufted  to  adopt  another  line  of 
argument,  as  the  bafis  of  future  ne- 
outia.ion  ;  to  reaion  on  the  im- 
olicy  of  a  war,  to  point  out  that 
i':  was  the  undoubted  intereft  of  the 


Houfe  of  Auftria  not  to  quarrel  with 
France,  ef  wliich  it  was  the  natural 
ally,  and  againft  which  fuccefs  itfelf 
would  be  fata! ;  that  there  exilled  no 
real  grounds  of  complaint,  and  that 
the  concert  of  powers  would  only 
prove  a  temporary  connexion,  on 
which  little  'or  no  dependence 
coLild  bf  placed. 

M.  Noailles  appears  to  have  had 
a  conference  fliortly  after  with  count 
Cobentzel,  the  aulic  and  Hate  vice- 
chancellor,  to  the  refult  of  which 
an  aliufion  was  made  f  in  a   fub- 

T.^  ,  ,  fequent  letter  of  Du- 
March  37th.        ^     .  » 

'  mourier.     As  count 

Cobentzel  had  ftated,  that  the,  mi- 
litary preparations  on  the  part  of 
the  king  of  Hungary,  were  folely 
intended  to  maintain  tranquillity  in 
the  king's  own  territories,  and  that 
the  continuance  of  the  concert  en- 
tirely depended  on  events,  the 
French  ambaflador  was  peremp- 
torily ordered  to  demand  cate- 
gorical anfwers  to  the  following 
quellions ;  whether  his  Apoftolic 
majefty  would  withdraw  his  troops 
from  the  frontiers,  and  whether, 
without  hefitation,  he  would  break 
off  thofe  treaties,  which  he  had 
formed  unknown  to  France,  and 
with  hoftile  intentions  againft  her. 
Unlefs  fatisfadory  anfwers  were  im- 
mediately given  to  thefe  queftions, 
it  was  added,  that  the  king  of  the 
French,  on  the  return  of  the  cou- 
rier, vvoyld  confider  himfelf  as  de- 
cidedly in  a  ftate  of  wai;. 

In  conformity  to  his  inftruftionsjj 
M.  Noailles  waited  on  count  Co- 
bentzel X>  ^!^d  made  the  above  re- 
qiiifitions.  The  Imperial  minifter. 
entered  into  a  julliiication  of  his 
court,  from  the  hoftile  views  im- 
puted to  it,  declaring,  that  it  was 


State  Papers  p,  23^' 


X  Ibid,  24.2'' 


t  Ibid.  p.  259* 
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far  from  wifhing  to  intermeddle  in 
the  interior  concerns  of  France,  and 
that  it  by  no  means  intended  to 
fupport  the  interelts  of  the  emi- 
grants. "  The  reply  of  count  Co- 
"  bentzel,"  faid  M.  Noailles  in  his 
difpatch,  "  confirmed  me  in  the  opi- 
♦'  nion  which  I  had  always  held, 
"  that  his  court  did  net  wifh  to  at- 
"  tack  us,  but  would  make  requifi- 
"  tions,  on  which  it  would  be  dif- 
"  cult  to  come  to  an  underllanding, 
"  without  having  tried  our  mutual 
"  ftrength  in  arms."  Count  Co- 
bentzil  then  remarked,  that  the 
concert  fo  frequently  alluded  to, 
was  not  perfor.al  to  the  king  of 
Hungary  and  Bohemia,  other  fo- 
vcreigns  being  likewife  concerned 
in  it;  and'fpecined  three  points,  an 
attention  to  which,  he  conceived, 
would  annul  it.  Thefe  were;  that 
fatisfadion  (hould  be  given  to  the 
princes,  who  had  poffeffions  in 
Lorraine  and  Alface  ;  that  the  Pope 
fhould  be  indemnified  for  the  Com- 
tat  and  Avignon;  ar.d  that  the 
French  government,  regulating  its 
own  interior  concerns,  fhould  ac- 
quire fui-Rcient  ability  to  reprefs 
every  thing,  which  might  give  un- 
eafinefs  to  the  neighbouring  Hates. 
jNI.  Noailles  wifhed  to  know,  if  the 
laft  difpatch  of  prince  Kaunitz, 
was  to  be  confidered  as  containing 
the  fentiments  of  the  cabinet  of 
Vienna,  on  the  general  fubjeft  of 
their  conference.  After  confulting 
the  king,  count  Cobentzel  replied, 
that  it  was  to  be  fo  confidered, 
adding,  that  his  Apoilolic  majefty 
would  be  lefs  inclined  to  alter  any 
thing  in  that  difpatch,  as  it  was  per- 
fectly conformable  to  the  opinion 
pf  the  king  of  Pruffia  on  the  affairs 
pf  France.    Jt  is  worthy  of  remark. 


as  a  circumftance  which  throws 
additional  light  on  the  real  motives 
of  the  negociation,  that,  during  its 
whole  continuance,  the  condudl  of 
the  French  towards  the  Houfe  of 
Auftria,  formed  a  perfeft  contrafl 
to  that  which  they  lludioufly  ob- 
ferved  towards  the  king  of  Pruffia. 
Although  Frederick  William,  with 
much  lefs  immediate  interefl,  was 
known  to  have  taken  a  more  aftive 
part  in  the  concert  of  princes,  which 
was  now  dextroufly  converted  into 
a  popular  pretext  for  war,  and  had 
pointedly  affronted  M.  Segur,  the 
new  ambaffador,  yet  fo  far  were 
Briflbt  and  his  friends  from  quar- 
relling with  him  on  that  account, 
that  they  never  ceafed  to  flatter 
him,  hoping  probably  by  thefe 
means  to  feduce  him  from  his  al- 
liance with  the  court  of  Vienna. 

On  the  arrival-  of  a  letter  from 
M.  Noailles,  intimating  that  the 
cabinet  of  Vienna  was  unwilling  to 
retracl  any  part  of  prince  Kaunitz's 
official  difpatch,  dated  March  l8th, 
the  French  miniftry  refolved  upon, 
an  immediate  declaration  of  war  *. 
At  the  particular  rcqueft  of  the  mi- 
nifter  for  foreign  affairs,  Louis  had 
written  a  letter  on  the  fubjeft  of  the 
negociations,  to  his  nephew  the 
king  of  Hungary  and  Bohemia, 
with  his  own  hand,  which  it  wa« 
intended  to  fend  off  by  an  ambaf- 
fador extraordinary;  but  the  lan- 
guage of  the  cabinet  of  Vienna, 
through  count  Cobentzel,  was  con- 
templated in  fo  unfavourable  a  point 
of  view,  that  this  letter  was  never 
fent. 

f  During  the  greatefl  part  of  the 
negociation,  a  fecret  agent  from 
Vienna  was  refident  at  Paris,  who 
conftantly  laboured  at  an  accommo- 


•  Vie  de  Duraouriezj  book  iv.  chap,  i. 
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dation,  in  a  manner,  which  was 
reprefcnied  as  little  accordant  to 
the  high  tone  of  the  public  dif- 
patches  from  his  court.  The  par- 
ticulars of  the  conciliating  over- 
tures, made  through  this  perfon, 
have  never  iranfpired.  They  leem, 
however,  either  to  have  been  re- 
jected or  vholly  difregarded  by  the 
French  minillry,  too  much  involved 
in  the  Jacobinical  iatereft,  and  too 
much  terrified  by  the  impeachment 
of  M.  de  Lefiart,  to  venture  on 
what  might  have  been  termed  hu^ 
miliating  meafures.  Indeed,  by  way 
of  defence  againft  the  imputation 
cf  being  the  author  of  the  war, 
Dumourier  has  fmce  *  confefied, 
that,  finding  himfelf  in  adminillra- 
tion  at  the  moment  of  an  explo- 
fion,  prepared  by  intriguers,  he  was 
compelled  to  deliver  in  a  report, 
which  produced  a  declaration  of 
hoftiiities. 

The    fpeech  of  the  king,   pro- 

...        1      pofine  to  the  alTembly 
April  20th.    *^    ■  ^      .•  ,     J     1 

■^  an  imimediate  declara- 

tion of  war,  was  heard  with  tranf- 
port.  llie  debate,  which  enlucd, 
was  not  long  or  particularly  inte- 

*  Vie  de  Dumouriez,  bookiv.  chap.  i. 


refting,  as  the  event  had  been  for 
fome  time  anticipated.  When  M. 
Mailhe  remarked,  "  That  they  were 
"  poffibly  about  to  decree  theii- 
"  berty  of  the  whole  world  ;  that 
"  a  war  undertaken  for  fuch  a 
"  caule,  and  under  fuch  circum- 
"  ftances,  ought  not  to  be  confider- 
"  ed  as  a  fcouige,  but  as  the  tri- 
"  umph  of  humanity  ;"  the  hall 
refouuded  with  acclamations.  War 
was  decreed  in  the  evening-fitting 
of  the  fame  day  againft  the  king  of 
Hungary  and'Bohemia,and  plans  im- 
mediately laid,  that  comprehended 
in  the  line  of  operations  parts  of  the 
German  empire,  againft  wnidi  war 
had  not  been,  and  could  not  v/ith 
any  pretence  of  juftice  be,  decreed. 
On  the  other  hand,  no  hoftility  was 
declared  or  propofed  againft  the 
king  of  Prufiia,  though  M.  Noailles, 
concluded  tiie  principal  letter  of  his 
laft  difpatches  f  with  explicit  aifur- 
ances,  that  according  to  all  his  no- 
tions, the  court  of  Vienna  had 
adopted  a  plan  purely  defenfivc, 
and  that  the  court  of  Berlin  ha^t 
prefled  the  adoptioii  of  contraiy 
meafures. 

f  State  Papers,  p.,  24.2*. 
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X. 


War  in  India.— Tippoo  Sulian  attacks  the  lines  ■  of  Tramancore.  Is  repulfed. 
The  Eafi  I-ndia  company  interfere.  The  Sultan  attacks  the  lines  afecond 
fi?ne,  and  is  fuccefsful.  Preparations  for  njjar  in  the  Britijh  fettlements^ 
Plan  of  the  campaign..  The  Sultan  retires  from  1rava?icore,  and  ineffec- 
tually endeai'ours  to  negociate  avilh  General  Aledo-ixs.  1  he  general  takes 
■pofeffion  of  Caroor,  Daraporum,  and  Coimhetore.  Capture  of  Erroad, 
'^Dindigiil,  and  Sattimungulum.  Chain  of  pojis  from  the  Coromandel  coajl 
eftablijhed.  The  enemy  fuddenly  defends  the  Gauts,  and  attacks  Colonel 
Floyd,  ivho  retreats.  Particulars  of  the<  retreat.  General  Medonvs,  ^vith 
the  main  army,  joins  the  colonel  at  Velladi.  Marches  after  the  Sultan. 
"  Rapid  mo--uements  of  the  enemy.  General  Medci.vs  returns  to  C'oimbetore, 
Wijhes  to  effeB  ajunciion  ijoith  the  Carnatic  army.  Proceeds  to  the  north- 
eafi  'With  that  'vic'w.  Is  preceded  hy  the  Suit  any  'vjho  after  having  Jhe\vn 
■^  '  ^  .  himfelf 
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him/elf  in  order  of  battle  before  the  Carnatie  army  returns,  and  falling  in 
ivith  the  general,  hurries  in  confuf.or.  toivards  the  Gauts.  yuniiion  of  the 
grand  and  the  Carnatie  armies.  The  Sultan  no'uj  bends  his  courfe  to  the 
Carnatie,  Is  coer taken  by  the  Englijh  at  the  pafs  of  Tupocr,  Gets  toe 
ftart  again,  and  reaches  Trichincpoly.  Paffes  through  the  Carnatie  to 
Tiagar  and  Trinomaly.  Captures  the  fort  of  Permacoil  near  Pondicherry, 
General  Medonjus  purfues  him  no  farther  than  Trinomaly,  but  proceeds  to 
Vellout.  Tranfaiiions  cf  the  Carnatie  army  pre'vious  to  its  junilion^  and  of 
the  Bombay  army.  Reflections  on  the  termination  of  the  firfi  campaign. 
Lord  Corn--wallis  affunrss  the  command.  The  Sultan  retires  to  his  oix:n 
dominions.  Lord  Cornvsallis  enters  Myfo>-e  by  the  2\luglee  pafs.  Marches 
immediately  to  Bangalore.  Skirmijh  before  Bangalore.  The  Pettah  or 
to^jjnflonned  and  tak:n.     The  enemy  in  'vain  attempts  to  difodge  our  troops 

from  the  Pettah.  The  fort  captured.  Correfpondence  bctziceen  Lord  Corn~ 
vjullii  ahd  the  Sultan  rtfpeding  the  body  of  the  go'vernor,  <vjho  loas  killed 
in  the  affault.  Lord  Cornvjatlis  returns  to  the  North,  is  joined  by  the 
Nizafn's  caualry,  and  rccei-jes  confderahle fuppUes.  Returns  to  Bangalore. 
General  Abtrcromby,  luith  the  Bombay  army,  afcends  the  Wejlcrn  Gauts,  and 
is  ordered  to  Periapata?n.  Lord  Corn-zvallis  proceeds  to  Seringapatam.  En- 
camps at  Arakeery.  Attacks  the  enemy,  and  dri-ves  him  into  the  if  and. 
Incapable  of  undertaking  thefiege  of  Seringapatam.  Rcfoh-ues  upon  a  retreat » 
Falls  in  ^ojith  the  Mahratta  armies.  Unfuccefsful  attempt  of  the  Sultan  to 
7tegociate.  The  combined  armies  fepar ate.  Lord  Cornivallis  reaches  Ban- 
galore. Plan  of  operation's  for  the  rainy  feafon.  Capture  of  Ouffoor,  Raya- 
cottah,  and  other  hill  forts.  The  Sultan  again  in  'vain  eiideavours  to 
ne go  date.     Covvnunication   luith    the    Nizam^s    country  opened.     Spirited 

fpeech  of  General  Medo=ws  at  Nundrydoog.  ?  he  enemy  retakes  Coimbetore, 
and  ra-vages  the  Barrainaul.  The  Barramaul  cleared  by  Colonel  Max-well, 
Lord  Corwwallis  takes  Sa-vendroog,  Outradoog,  Ram  Gurry,  and  Sheria 
Gurry.  Proceedings  of  the  armies  of  the  Niza?n  and  that  of  the  Mahrattas 
under  Perferam  Bho=w.  Lord  Corn-xvallis  encamps  before  Seringapata/n. 
Short   dejcription  of  the  if.and.      Lord   Cornnxjallis   attacks  the    enemy'' s 

fortified  camp  id  the  night.  Particulars  of  the  attack.  A  pofl  of  confe' 
quence  ejlablifbed  on  the  if  and.  The  Sultan  is  reduced  to  the  fole  defence 
of  the  fort.  Releafes  the  oflicers  taken  at  Coimbetore,  and  fiies  for  peace. 
Attempts  the  life  of  lord  Corn<vcallis.  "Juniiion  of  General  Abercromby. 
Operations  ofthefiege.  General  Abercromby  in'uefls  the  fouth-nveji  fide  of 
the  fort.  Conflict  at  an  advanced  pofl.  Termination  of  Hflilities.  Pre- 
liminary articles  of  peace.  Delinjery  of  tnxjo  of  the  Sultan's  fans  as  hof~ 
tages.  Defniii-ue  treaty.  Diviflon  of  the  ceded  territories.  Refleitions  on 
the  adn)  ant  ages  and  policy  of  the  peace. 

WHILE  the  flames    of  war  enjoyment  of  a  fafe   and    glorious 

were  thus  breaking  out  in  peace,  after  a  career  cf  brilliant  and 

different  quarters  of  Europe,    tlie  profitable    vi&ories.      This    event 

diftant  pofleffions  of  Great  Britain  was  the  more  important,  as  thofe 

in  tlie  Eaft  were  returning  to  the  leaders  *  of  the  republican  faciion, 

*  See  note  in  p.  85,  ijift.  Art.  Vol.  xxxiii.  and  BrilTot's  Travels,  &c. 

who 
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who  now  in  reality  poflefled  the 
entire  government  of  France,  even 
exceeded  all  their  predeceflbrs  in 
their  atcnchment  to  the  plan,  which 
Lad  been  long-fyilematicaliy  kept  in 
view  by  the  cabinet  *  of  Verfailles, 
for  humbling,  if  not  annihilating 
the  Biitifh  power  in  Hindoftan. 
Indeed  it  is  but  too  apparent  from 
many  incidental  pafi'ages  of  this 
hiftory,  that  they  early  looked  for- 
ward to  the  period,  when,  if  their 
intrigues  with  our  malcontents, 
iliould  fail  to  plunge  us  into  anarchy 
and  ruin,  the  viftorious  force  of 
France,  after  having  overcome  all 
continental  oppofition,  might  ulti- 
mately be  employed  in  the  deftruc- 
tion  of  our  rank  and  influence  in 
the  fcale  of  nations.  But  to  have 
provoked,  in  the  outfet,  the  com- 
bined hoftility  of  the  furrounding 
ftates,  efpecially  of  the  maritime 
powers,  with  whom  they  thought 
themfelves  leaft  able  to  cope,  v/ould 
have  hazarded  the  fuccefs  of  the 
ambitious  fchemes  which  they  had 
formed  :  of  courfe  it  was  their  ob- 
vious policy,  by  infulating  and  at- 
tacking fuch  as  they  chofe  in  detail, 
to  render  the  fubjugation  of  all 
fafer  and  more  practicable.  Their 
iirft  great  obiect  was  the  extenfion 
of  their  boundaries  to  the  Rhine, 
and  the  frontiers  of  Holland,  that 
they  might  remove  from  their 
neighbourhood  the  houfe  of  Auftria, 
the  old  and  moll  formidable  an- 
tagonill  of  France  upon  the  con- 
tinent, and  be  at  hand  by  artifices, 
menaces,  or  open  violence,  more 
eafily  to  bring  the  United  Provinces 
under  their  controul,  or  at  leaft  to 
break  off  the  natural  connexion  of 
that  country  with  Great  Britain. 
In   the   mean   time  they  trufted  to 


Tippoo  Sultan,  as  their  great  in- 
inftrument  for  keeping  our  minillry 
in  check,  and  intimidating  them 
into  neutrality,  if  France  fhould  feel 
herfelf  prefled  by  the  combined 
forces  of  Auftria  and  Prufiia;  or 
for  giving  the  readieft  and  fevereft 
blow  to  our  interefts,  if  in  the  pro- 
grefs  of  hoftilities,  fhe  Ihould  add 
Great  Britain  to  the  number  of  her 
enemies;  for  they  imagined, accord- 
ing to  a  popular  error  of  their  coun- 
trymen, that  our  profperity  is  lefs  to 
be  attributed  to  our  population,  our 
induftry,  and  general  commerce, 
than  to  our  oriental  poffeffions. 
They  could  not  even  conceal  their 
fentiments  at  the  time  when  they 
moft  dehred  to  preferve  nieafures 
with  this  country.  The  journals 
devoted  to  their  politics,  and  edited 
under  their  management  or  influ- 
ence, repeated,  with  undifguifed  fa- 
tisfaftion,  every  rumour  of  our 
ill-fuccefs  in  the  Eaft.  The  peace, 
therefore,  which  vv^s  made  by  lord 
Cornwallis,  at  the  very  junfture 
when  France  was  refolved  on  kin- 
dling war  in  Europe,  was  highly  fea- 
fonable  for  this  country,  and  left 
oar  government  more  free  and 
difembarralTed  to  take  fuch  part  as 
expediency  or  neceflity  might  di- 
rcft,  in  the  great  fcene,  which  was 
now  opening  nearer  home. 

In  our  former  volume  we  endea- 
voured to  trace,  with  accuracy  and 
impartiality,  the  origin  of  the  rup- 
ture with  the  fultan  of  Myfore,  and 
at  the  hme  time  to  give,  what  we 
conceived  to  have  been  the  general 
outline  of  Indian  politics  for  a  con- 
fiderable  period  previous  to  the 
war.  Our  prefent  talk  will  be  to 
purfue  the  detail  of  events  in  order 
as  they  happened,  from  the  firft  ag- 


*  See  a  particular  account  in  M.  Bouille's  Memoirs,  p.  41,  4-a. 


gvefliq^ 


HISTORY    OF    EUROPE,      [i^^. 


greflion  of  the  fultan  to  the  peace 
of  Seringapatam. 

With  the  profefled  intention  of 
wrefting  from  the  rajah  of  Tra- 
vancore  the  forts  of  Cranganore 
and  Jacottah,  which  that  prince 
had  lately  purchafed  of  the  Dutch, 
Tippoo  Sultan,  towards  the  end  of 
the  year  1 7 89,  marched  a  powerful 
army  to  the  lines  of  Travancore. 

The  kingdom  of  Travancore  is 
fo  favoured  by  nature  as  to  be  accef- 
fible  only  to  an  enemy  on  its  north- 
weft  frontier;  and  even  that  but  for 
an  inconfiderable  fpace.  To  render 
this  expofed  quarter  as  fecure  as  pof- 
fible,  the  lines  were  formed  about 
thirty  years  fince,  which  confift  of  a 
ditch  fixteen  feet  broad,  and  twenty 
deep,  with  a  thick  bamboo  hedge 
inferted  in  it,  a  flight  parapet,  and 
a  good  rampart  and  baftions  almoft 
flanking  each  other.  Their  extent 
from  the  coaft,  where  they  com- 
mence, to  a  broad  river  called  Chi- 
namungulum,  is  four  or  five  miles; 
and  from  the  oppofite  liue  of  the 
river  to  the  Elephant  Mountains, 
where  they  terminate,  twenty-four 
or  twenty-five  miles.  They  run  in 
a  diredion  nearly  eaihvard. 

The  fultan  fuddenly  attacked  the 
„         eaftern  extremity  of  thefe 
Ti  th  lines,  and  made   himielf 

"  *  mafter  of  the  adjacent 
height.  Thence  doubling,  and  ad- 
vancing with  rapidity  towards  the 
centre,  he  feemed  to  carry  all  be- 
fore him.  His  triumph  however 
was  but  of  fliort  duration.  The 
rajah's  troops  being  recovered 
from  their  firft  panic,  and  animated 
by  the  example  of  a  fmall  body, 
confining  of  about  800  men,  which 
forming  in  a  narrow  pals  withftood 
the  whole  force  of  the  afiailants, 
returned  to  the  conflitl  with  new 
ipirit,  and  fucceeded  at  length  in 


completely  routing  the  Tylyforeaa 
army.  I'he  fuitan,  who  was  per- 
fonally  engaged  in  the  battle,  nar- 
rowly efcaped  with  his  life.  His 
horfe  was  fliot  under  him:  and  in 
repairing  the  liues,  fo  great  was  hij 
hurry  and  trepidation,  that  he  is 
faid  to  have  leaped  with  violence 
againft  the  bamboo  hedge,  whick 
was  in  the  ditch,  and  confiderably  to 
have  bruifed  himfelf  in  forcing  hh 
way. 

Our  governors  in  India,  be'ingr 
informed  by  the  rajah  of  this  at- 
tack, remonilrated  with  ""i'ippoo 
againft  the  impropriety  of  bis  pro- 
ceedings. They  obferved,  that  as 
the  rajah  was  an  ally  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, they  ftioiild  think  thcmfelves 
bound  to  refent  an  invafi'on  of  thac 
prince's  dominions;  but  tliat,  if  the 
fultan  would  confent  to  an  amicable 
adjuftment  of  the  point  in  difpute 
between  himfelf  and  the  rajah, 
they  would  fend  commiftioners  to 
meet  any  which  he  might  appoint, 
on  the  borders  of  their  refpe(5Iive 
territories,  whofe  joint  decifioa 
fliould  be  final  to  both  parties.  The 
fultan  anfwered,  that  if  they  would 
fend  confide'ntial  perfons  to  him, 
with  whom  he  might  hold  a  per- 
fonal  conference  upon  the  fubjeifl:, 
he  doubted  not  but  that  he  could 
explain  himfelf  to  their  fatisfac- 
tion. 

No  effeflual  ftep  towards  an  ac- 
commodation being  taken,  the 
fultan  procured  as  foon  as  pofiible, 
from  Myfore,  an  additional  fuj^plv 
of  troops  and  battering  guns.  With 
thefe  he  again  attacked  the  lines: 
and  after  lome  weeks,  having  made 
a  confiderable  breach  in  the  walls, 
advanced  to  the  Itorm,  and  bore 
down  all  oppofition.  Nothing  hut 
confternation  and  difmay  pervaded 
the  troops  of  the  rajah,  who  fied  in 

every 
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every  diredion  from  the  Myforean 
bayonets.  At  length  complete 
mafter  of  the  lines,  he 
1790,  i,jimeJiateIy  turned  his 
^^y  7th.  attention  to  the  fort  of 
Cranganore,  which  was  befieged 
with  vigour,  and  fooa  carried.  After 
the  capture  of  Cranganore,  Jacottah, 
Faroor,  Curiapilly,  and  feveral 
other  rmaller  fort?,  furrendered  with- 
out oppofition,  until  all'  the  nor- 
thern di'ilrift  of  I  ravancore  was 
fubjeftcd  to  the  conqueror,  who  laid 
the  lines  in  ruins,  and  devaftated 
the  whole  face  of  the  country  with 
fire  and  fword. 

In  the  mean  time  active  prepa- 
rations for  war  were  making  in 
the  Britilli  fetdements,  where  the 
prevailing  opinion  feemed  to  be, 
that  the  prefent  moment  was  par- 
ticularly favourable  for  humbling 
the  pride  of  a  prince,  who  had  ex- 
tended his  dominions  to  an  alarm- 
ing magnitude,  and  for  reducing 
his  empire  within  fafe  and  reafon- 
able  limits.  The  Mahrattahs  and 
the  Nizam  eagerly  embraced  our 
alliance,  and  promifed  a  zealous 
co-operation.  General  Medowsaf- 
fumcd  the  command  of  the  grand 
Carnatic  army,  confiding  of  near 
15,000  effeftive  men,  and  genera! 
Abercromby  that  of  Bombay.  The 
following  was  faid  ta  be  the  plan 
of  the  campaign:  General  Medows 
was  firlt  to  poifefs  himfelf  of  the 
Coimbetore  country,  which  would 
not  only  cut  oiF  one  of  Tippco's 
princlp;il  refources,  but  afford  fuf- 
licient  fupplies  for  the  remainder 
of  the  campaign,  and  from  that 
quarter  if  pofiible  to  penetrate  into 
Myfore  through  the  Gujelhatty 
pafs;  while  general  Abercromby 
was  to  attempt  the  reduclion  of  the 
fultan's  territories  weft  of  the  Gauts,- 
and    if  circumltances  required   or 


permitted  it,  to  form  a  junflion 
with  general  Medows.  The  fafety 
of  the  Carnatic  was  entrnfted  to  a 
fmall  army  under  the  command  of 
colonel  Kelly,  ftationed  in  the 
country  between  Madras  and  the 
pafies  leading  to  Myfore. 

Alarmed  at  the  aftual  appearance 
of  our  army  nea,r  the  frontiers  of 
his  moft  valuable  poHellions,  the 
fultan  retired  from  Travancore  in 
hafte.     With    a    fmall    ^  , 

body  of  troops  he  hur-  /     t    • 

ried  back  to  his  capital,  leaving 
the  remainder  of  his  forces  either 
to  re-afcend  the  Gauts,  or  to  adl 
in  the  low  country,  as  circumftances 
might  dire6t.  To  avert  the  im- 
pending ftorm,  he  ininiediately 
wrote  to  general  Medows,  con- 
gratulating him  upon  his  appoint- 
ment to  the  government  of  Madras, 
and  propofing  to  fend  him  certain 
confidential  perfons  to  explain,  as  he 
obfcrved,  feveral  important  circum- 
fiances,  "  that  the  duif,  which  had 
"-  obfcured  the  general's  upright 
«  mind,  might  be  renioved."  The 
anfwer  of  general  Medows  was  to 
the  following  effcft:  "  I  received 
"  yours, and  underftand  its  contents. 
«  You  are  a  great  prince,  and,  but 
"  for  your  cruelty  to  your  prifoners, 
"  I  fhould  add  an  enlightened  one. 
"  The  Englifh,  equally  incapable  of 
"  offering  an  infult  as  of  fubmitting 
"  to  one,  have  always  looked  upon 
"  war  as  declared  from  the  moment 
"  that  you  attacked  their  ally  the 
"  king  of  Travancore.  God  does 
"  not  always  give  the  battle  to 
"  the  ftrong,  nor  the  race  to  the 
"  fwift;  but  generally  fuccefs  to 
"  thcfe,  whofe  caufe  is  juft.  On 
"  that  we  depend." 

General  Medows   now  marched 
from  the  plains  of  Tri-    -.  i 

chinopoly,    where    his  -^  ^    * 

armv 
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army  was  firll  embodied,  and  enter- 
ing the  enemy's  country  took  pof- 
fefiion  of  the  fort  of  Caroor,  After 
a  hak  of  eighteen  days,  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  collfcttng  grain,  and  form- 
ing a  magazine  at  Caroor,  he  pro- 
ceeded to  Daraporum,  and  captured 
it  (vithout  oppoiition.  At  this  place 
he  rcfolved  to  form  a  depot.  Hav- 
ing therefore  left  four  companies  of 
Europeans,  with  a  detachment  of 
200  feapoys,  as  a  garrifon,  and  dif- 
encumbering  himfelf  of  all  fuperflu- 
ous  baggage,  he  pufhed  on  to  Coim- 
betore,  which  he  found  evacuated. 
Coimbetore  had  formerly  been  the 
capital  of  a  powerful  and  indepen- 
dent rajah,  but  had  fubmitted,  with 
all  its  rich  appendages,  to  the  My- 
forean  arms.  Some  traces  however 
of  what  it  once  had  been  ftill  re- 
mained. 

The  only  oppofition,  which  our 
troops  had  hitherto  encountered, 
arofe  from  different  bodies  of  Loo- 
ties  or  irregular  horfe,  that  from 
time  to  time  harafled  their  march. 
But  on  the  day  after  the  capture  of 
Coimbetore  intelligence  was  re- 
ceived, that  Sahid  Saheb,  (one  of 
the  fultan's  ableft  generals)  was 
approaching  tov/ards  Demiacotta, 
about  forty  miles  from  Coimbetore, 
with  at  leaft  3,000  regular  cavalry. 
A  detachment  was  inftantly  dif- 
patched  to  Demiacotta,  with  the 
hope  of  furprizing  them ;  but  the 
detachment  returned,  after  having 
only  fuccceded  in  taking  about  fifty 
of  the  enemy  prifoners. 

Previous  to  the,  projefled  invaiion 
of  Myfore,  it  appeared  necelTary  to 
eftabliih  a  chain  of  polls  from  the 
Coromandel  coaft  to  the  foot  of  the 
Gujelhatty  pafs.  The  line  of  coun- 
try, which  feemed  belt  adapted  to 
this  purpofe,  extended  through  Tan- 
jore,  Trichinopoly,  Caroor,  Erroad, 
2 


and  Sattimungulum.  It  was  there- 
fore immediately  refolved  to  re- 
duce fuch  forts  in  this  line  as  were 
not  already  in  our  polTelHon.  Pali- 
gautcherry  and  Dindigul  likewife, 
although  fituated  in  a  different  di- 
redion,  prefentcd  themfe'ves  as  Na- 
tions of  fome  importance;  particu- 
larly the  former,  which  opening 
towards  the  low  country  of  Ca'cuc 
commanded  the  comm.unication  be- 
tween the  eaftern  and  wellein 
Gauts. 

in  conformity  to  this  plan,  colo- 
nel Oldham  was  fent  againil  Erroad, 
which  he   captured  after  a  trifling 
oppofition.     About  the   fame   time 
colonel  Stuart  headed  a  detachment, 
which    proceeded  againft  DindiguL 
Captain    Aram,  who  vva'^    tlicn  on 
his  way  from  Madura  to  the  camp, 
was  ordered  to  join  colonel  Stuart, 
or  even  to  attempt  alone  the  capture 
of  Dindigul  or.  his  advance,  either 
by  furprize,  flratagem,  or  negocia- 
tion,    whichever    might    be    mod 
pradlicable.     Purfuant  to  his  direc- 
tions he  reconnoitered  the  fort,  but 
found   it  much  ftronger    than  had 
been  conceived.     However  he  fura- 
rooned  the  governor  to   furrender, 
pledging  himfelf  that  private   pro- 
perty ffiould  be  refpedied,  but  de- 
claring it  to  be  the  determination 
of  the  commander  in  chief  to  put 
the   whole   garrifon  to    the  fword, 
(hould  they  obiHnately  perfift  in  an 
idle  defer.ce.     l"hc  undaunted  Ma- 
homedan  returned  the  fummons  by 
the  perfon,  who  brought  it,  fending 
only  this  verbal  reply :   "   Inform 
"  your  commander,  that  it  is  not  pof- 
"  fible  for  me  properly  to  account  to 
"  my  fovereignfor  the  furrender  of 
"  fuch  a  fort  as  Dindigul.    Iftherc- 
"  fore  a  fecoudmelTenger  comes  with 
"  a  fimilar  errand,  I  will  blow  him 
"  back  again  to  his  comrades,  from 

«  my 
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"  my  cannon's  mouth."  The  whole 
detachment  under  colonel  Stuart 
foon  arrived,  and  having  ereded 
batteries,  cannonaded  the  fort  very 
iheavily  for  two  days.  At  the  clofe 
of  the  fecond  day  a  ftorm  was  pro- 
je£led,  and  attempted  the  fame 
night.  But  notvvithftanding  that 
the  afTailants  pui"hed  forward  with 
the  utmoil:  gallantry,  the  garrifon 
repelled  every  effort  to  carry  the 
works.  Attack  fucceeded  attack; 
but  fo  flrongly  was  the  place  forti- 
fied by  nature  and  art,  and  fo  ably 
was  it  defended,  that  after  a  long 
and  fruitlefs  contcft  the  Britifh 
troops  retired  to  their  camp,  and 
left  the  Mahomedans  Itill  mafters  of 
the  ramparts.  However,  when  day- 
light appeared,  a  white  flag  was 
difplayed  on  the  breach,  in  token  of 
a  difpofition  to  furrender.  After 
the  fpirited  defence  of  the  preceding 
night,  the  governor  had  the  morti- 
fication to  find  himfelf  in  the  morn- 
ing deferted  by  almoft  all  the  gar- 
riion,  by  the  very  men  who  had 
diftinguiibed  themlelves  fo  nobly. 
He  then  propoied  and  obtained  an 
honourable  capitulation.  From 
Dindigul  colonel  Stuart  marched  to 
Paligautcherry,  which  he  captured 
after  a  fl;ort  and  feeble  refinance. 
At  the  fame  period  colonel  Floyd 
was  fent  againll  Sattiniungulum, 
which  he  furprized  and  took  with- 
out bloodfhcd.  This  poft  was  of 
confider.ible  importance,  from  its 
fitustion  near  the  Gujelhatty  pafs, 
through  which  a  paflage  was  to  be 
efFe£led  into  the  heart  of  the  enemy's 
kingdom. 

The  moment  feemed  now  ap- 
p'.oaching  for  the  inv.ifion  of  My- 
forC;  the  whole  chain  of  pods  being 
completed,  and  confiderable  maga- 
zines already  formed  in  fome  of 
them.     At   this  critical  period  the 


fultan's  army  fuddenly  appeared 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  colonel 
Floyd's  encampment.  Such  con- 
fummate  generalfhip  was  difplayed 
by  Tippoo  on  this  occsfion,  that 
his  Yiear  approach*  was  not  in  the 
lead  fufpeded,  until  he  had  a6lu- 
ally  delcended  the  Gauts  at  Gu- 
jelhatty, forded  the  river  Bovany, 
and  was  within  a  few  miles  of  the 
Britifli  camp.  This  fecret  march 
was  the  more  remarkable,  as  his 
army  confilled  of  40,000  fighting 
men,  and  at  leaft  twice  that  number 
of  followers,  provided  with  an  im« 
nienfe  artillery,  and  a  very  confider- 
able llock  of  provifions.  About 
300  cavalry,  going  out  x3n  a  recon- 
noitering  party,  to  their  great  fur- 
prize  fell  in  wich  6  or  7,000  Myfo- 
rean  horfe,  with  which,  notwithltand- 
ing  the  difparity  of  numbers,  they 
maintained  a  long  and  fharp  con- 
flift,  until  the  arrival  of  reinforce- 
ments enabled  them  to  put  the 
enemy  completely  to  flight.  In  a 
few  hours  after  the  little  camp  itfelf 
was  cannonaded  by  the  whole  of 
the  fultan's  force.  A  vigorous 
aftion  fu'cceeded,  and  continued 
through  the  remainder  of  the  day; 
but  in  fpite  of  the  fultan's  great 
fuperiority  both  in  men  and  artil- 
lery he  was  not  able  to  break  the 
Britifli  ranks.  At  the  clofe  of  the 
adlion,  when  the  enemy  retreated 
for  the  night,  a  council  of  war  was 
held,  when  it  was  determined  im- 
mediately to  abandon  cur  new  ac- 
quifitions  in  that  quarter,  and  to 
return  witli  all  poffible  expedition 
to  Coimbctore,  where  the  grand 
army  flill  remained. 

At    four  o'clock  on    p     ^       ,, 
^     r  J  r  ■        Sept.  14th. 

the  luoiequent  mornmg        ^       ^ 

the  troops  were  fet  in  motion,  leaving 

behind  them  a  part  of  their  artillery, 

which  they  were  unable  from  the 

wane 
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Want  of  bullocks  to  convey.  Scarcqly 
had  they  proceeded  .twelve  miles  on 
their  retreat,  before  they  again  per- 
ceived the  MyforeaH  army  in  their 
jear.  Another  part  of  their  artil- 
lery, and  feveral  tumbrils,  were 
now  forfikcn,  that  they  might 
march  vith  greater  expedition ; 
but  the  fultan  IHII  gained  ground 
upon  them.  A  diliant  cannonade 
coir.menced,  which  was  attended 
with  little  effeft.  It  was  four 
o'clock  in  the  evening,  before  any 
ferious  adion  took  place,  when  the 
engagement  became  general,  and 
lafted  until  fr'ven,  at  which  hour 
the  fultan  a  fccond  time  retired,  all 
but  beaten,  fiom  the  held.  On  the 
following  day  they  reached  Velladi 
unpurfucd  by  the  enemy.  Colonel 
Floyd  obtained  great  credit  for  this 
maflerlv  retreat;  nor  can  too  much 
praife  oe  given  to  the  good  fenfe 
andfpirit  of  the  troops,  who  endur- 
ed unufual  hardlliips  v/ith  the  moll 
inflexible  conflancy  of  mind,  hav- 
ing failed  for  three  fuccefiive  days, 
fought  two  fevere  engagements, 
performed  a  long  and  difficult 
march  in  the  face  of  a  formidable 
foe,  and  Iain  on  their  arms  during 
the  whole  of  the  intervening  nights, 
without  a  fingle  murmur'. 

General  Medovvs  receiving  in- 
telligence that  Tippoo  had  appear- 
ed and  attacked  colonel  Floyd  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  Sattimungu- 
lum,  immediately  haftened  to  the 
relief  of  the  detachment,  for  the 
fafety  of  which  he  was  extremely 
apprehenfive.  But  by  miftake  he 
paiTed  colonel  Floyd,  while  at  Vel- 
ladi, and  puihed  forwards  to  within 
a  fev/  miles  of  Demiacotta,  ignorant 
that  the  colonel  had  abandoned  his 
advanced  poll  at  Sattimungulum. 
When  the  fultan  found  that  general 
Medows  v/ith  the  main  army  was 
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proceeding  northwards,  he  inftantly 
fell  back,  and  re-crofled  the  Bovany, 
on  the  banks  of  which  river  he  took 
a  judicious  and  lliong  pofition. 

Hearing  at  length  where  colonel 
Floyd  was  polled,  general  Medows, 
without  enterprising  any  thing 
againft  thp  fultan,  marched  back  to 
Velladi,  and  haiing  formed  a  junc- 
tion with  the  colonel  returned  to 
Coimbetore. 

After  a  reft  of  only  a  few  days  he 
again  turned    his  face    q  , 

northwards,  with  the  ^^^^-  ^9^"- 
hope  of  overtaking  the  v^'ary  foe, 
and  giving  him  battle.  The  ful- 
tan's  movements  were  in  geneial  fo 
fecret  and  rapid,  tBat  little  was 
known  of  him  in  the  BritiiTi  camp. 
From  the  great  fupply  of  his  ele- 
phants, and  from  the  fuperiority  as 
well  as  number  of  his  bullocks,  he 
was  enabled  to  elude  the  moil  di- 
ligent fenrch,  and  to  remove  from 
one  pofition  to  another  with  a  filence 
and  celerity,  which  aftonilhed  his 
adverfaries.  At  the  prefent  mo- 
ment he  was  bending  his  courfe 
towards  Caroor,  in  order  to  inter- 
cept a  convoy  of  provifions  under 
the  command  of  major  Young; 
but,  contrary  to  what  ufually  hap- 
pened, general  Medows  became 
apprized  of  his  intentions,  and  by 
an  early  junftion  with  major  Young, 
vftliich  was  not  accomplifhed  with- 
out much  exertion,  defeated  them. 
But  fcarcely  was  this  fortunate  junc- 
tion effefted,  before  intelligence 
arrived,  that  the  enemy  had  invefted 
Daraporam,  the  garrifon  of  which, 
being  totally  unfurnifhed  with  can- 
Eon,  very  fliortly  capitulated.  Upoa 
the  receipt  of  this  unpleafant  news, 
alarmed  for  the  fafety  of  Coimbe- 
tore, gener;il  Medows  once  more 
haftened  back  to  that  important 
poft;  but  had  the  pleafure  on  his 
[  T]  arrival 
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arrival  to  find  that  colonel  Hartley 
of  the  Bom!)ay  eflabliihment  (who 
had  previouflv  arrived  at  Paligaut- 
cherry)  had  throv/n  into  it  a  fea- 
fonable  reinforcement  at  a  very 
critical  period,  and  thus  probably 
prefcrved  it. 

The  enemy  now  quitted  his  po- 
fition  at  Daraporam,  and  returned 
to  the  north,  encamping  not  far 
from  the  Bovany,  between  Satti- 
mungulum  and  the  Carery.  At 
thi.5  period  it  was  thought  moit 
prudeht  to  form  a  jundhon  with  the 
central  army,  which  had  been  left 
for  the  defence  of  the  Carnatic, 
tinder  colonel  Kelly,  but  in  cbnfe- 
quence  of  the-  death  of  that  offieer 
was  now  commanded  by  colonel 
Mn.xwel]. 

It  feems  not  certain  whether  the 
fultan  had  any  knowledge  of  the 
Intended  junction  at  the  time  that 
he  took  this  admirable  pofition; 
but  it  is  allowed,  that  he  could  not 
have  occupied  a  better,  cither  for 
the  interception  of  colonel  Max- 
well, then  advancing  fouthwards, 
or  for  fecuring  his  own  retreat,  if 
necefiary,  to  Myfore. 

He  was  not  however  long  Itation- 

r.pproached,  which  oc- 
cafioned  him  again  to  quit  the  port: 
he  had  taken,  and  "to  adopt  a  route, 
which  would  in  all  prolaability  en- 
able him  to  fall  in  with  the  Carna- 
tic army.  His  fteps  were  fbiiowed 
by  his  adverfaries,  more  probably 
from  accident  than  from  any  pre- 
vious knowledge  of  the  line  of  his 
maxch,  for  as  both  parties  had  the 
fame  objeA  in  view,  -viz.  to  meet 
cplonel  Maxwell  on  his  way  from 
the  Barramaul  valley,  it  feemed  not 
at  all  remarkable  that  they  fhould 
both  purfue  a  fimilar  route.  After 
a    long   and  occafionally    difficult 
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march,  the  Britifli  army  at  lart:  con- 
ceived that  they  were  on  the  point 
of  forming  the  wiihed-for  jan(5lion, 
as  thev  plainly  difcovered  tents  and 
flags  before  them.  Upon  this  fup- 
polition  three  guns  were  fired  in  the 
line  as  a  fignal,  but  to  their  great 
furpiize  the  flags  were  immediately 
lowered,  the  tents  difappeared,  and 
the  whole  army  in  front  hurried 
with  precipitation  towards  the 
Gants.  This  was  in  fadt  the  fultan 
himfelf,  whohad  previoufly  appeared 
for  three  fucceifive  days  in  line  of 
battle  before  colonel  Maxwell ;  but 
who,  fearing  to  attack  '•  that  com- 
mander, well  prepared  and  fecurely 
polled,  was  now  returning  unfuccefs- 
ful  from  his  expedition.  Without 
any    further   oppofition    from   the 

enemy,   both   the  Bri-   -.^  , 

•  r,     ^    ■     n      .1       c        iSov.  17th. 
tun  armies  laortly  after  ' 

joined  at  Poolamputty. 

Perceiving  himfelf  lefs  able  to 
cope  with  thofe  forces  when  united, 
which  he  dared  not  attack  fingly, 
the  fultan  now  wifely  changed  the 
plan  of  his  operations;  and  hoped 
to  draw  off  our  attention  from 
making  conqueils  in  his  dominions 
by  alarming  us  for  the  fafety  of 
our  own.  Inftead  therefore  of  re. 
turning  to  Myfore,  he  diredled  his 
ccurfe  fouthwards,  conitantly  tak- 
in|5  the  lead  of  the  Britilh  general. 
In  fpite,  however,  of  the  allonlfn- 
ing  expedition  with  which  he  ufual- 
ly  inarched,  he  was  overtaken  by 
x.l\i  van  of  the  Britilh  at  the  pais 
oi  ^Tapoor,  and  unexpedtedly  at- 
tacked with  vigour ;  but  his  horfe 
covered  the  flight  of  his  infantry 
with  fo  much  courage  and  IkilJ, 
that  no  confiderable  advantage  over 
him  was  obtained. 

At  this  period  at  latell  all  idea  of 

oar   being  able  to  invade  Myfore 

feemed  to  hz  abandoned.     Nothing 

therefore 
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Jlierefore  appeared  left  but  to  watch 
the  fteps  of  the  fultan,  and  prevent 
him  from  ravaging  our  territories. 
At  prefent  his  courfe  was  diredled 
towards  Trichinopcly,  where  the 
fwoln  ftate  of  the  river  fortunately 
prevented  him  from  effefling  any 
thing,  before  he  learnt  that  general 

D^,  ,      Medows    was  advancing- 
ec.  8th.    ^    -^       T  c  ^ 

to  Its  relief. 

Difappointed  in  this  quarter,  he 
fuddenly  changed  the  line  of  his 
march,  and  paffing  through  part  of 
the  Carnatic,  beficgedTisgar;  but, 
notwithftanding  that  he  lay  before 
it  for  feventcen  days,  and  expedited 
his  operations  to  the  utmoft  of  his 
power,  he  was  not  able  to  make  any 
imprelTion  upon  the  garrifon,  which 
baffled  all  his  attempts  to  capture 
it.  General  Medows  did  not  ar- 
rive at  Tiagar  till  nine  days  after 
the  enemy  had  left  it. 

From  Tiagar  the  fultan  proceed- 
ed to  Trinomaly,  where  he  made 
fome  bramins  of  eminence  prifoners, 
feized  their  property,  burnt  their 
dwellings,  and  defiled  their  altars. 
From  hence  he  turned  afide  towards 
Chittcput  and  Wandiwafh,  and  made 
himfelf  mailer  of  Permacoil,  a  fmall 
fort  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Pon- 
dicherry,  which  had  been  taken, 
dilmantled,  and  blown  up  in  the  laft 
war. 

General  Medows  followed  the 
flaps  of  the  enemy  no  further  than 
Trinomaly,  from  which  place  he 
moved  forwards  to  Arnee,  where 
he  left  general  Mufgrave  with  the 
left  wing  of  the  army,  the  fick, 
heavy  guns,  &c.  and  marched  him- 
felf with  the  right  wing  to  Vellout, 
about  eighteen  miles  diftant  froni 
Madras. 

We  have  little  to  detail  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  Carnatic  army, 
previoufly  to  its  junftion  with  the 


other.  Its  principal  objeft  was  to 
prcferve  the  Carnatic  from  the  in- 
roads of  the  enemy.  Early,  how- 
ever, in  the  campaign  it  had  march^ 
ed  into  the  Barramaul  valley,  and 
captured  feveral  fmall  forts ;  from 
whence  it  was  ordered  to  join  ge- 
neral Medows.  General  Aber- 
cromby,  with  the  Bombay  army, 
did  not  take  the  field  until  towards 
the  clofe  of  the  year;  ^^^  ^^^ 
nevertheleis    a     detach-  -" 

mcnt  of  this  army  under  colonel 
Hartley,  at  an  early  period  render- 
ed confiderable  alliftance  to  the  ra- 
jah of  Travancore.  But  fcarcely 
was  general  Abeicromby  arrived 
at  Teilicherry  before  he  undej-took 
the  fiege  of  Cannanore,  which  after 
a  weak  refiftance  of  three  days  ca- 
pitulated. At  the  fame  time  that: 
general  Abercrcmby  was  thus  fuc- 
cefsfuUy  employed,  colonel  Hartley 
commenced  ofrenfive  operations, 
and  made  himfelf  mailer  of  Turuc- 
kabad.  The  forts  of  Barragurry 
and  Cootapore  nextfurrendered,and 
in  the  fhort  fpace  of  a  few  weeks 
the  whole  of  the  Malabar  coafl,  ex- 
tending from  Billiapatam  to  Tra- 
vancore, was  completely  fubdued. 

The  arrival  of  the  armies  at  Vel- 
lout, terminated  the  iirft  plan  of 
operations  under  general  Medows, 
much  to  thedifappointmentof  fome 
fanguine  politicians,  who  had  cal- 
culated upon  the  annihilation  of  the 
Myforean  confequence  in  India. 
Little  appeared,  in  their  opinion,  to 
have  been  efFefted,  which  could 
materially  contribute  to  what  was 
fuppofed  to  be  the  principal  objefl 
of  the  war.  At  the  clofe  of  an  ac- 
tive campaign  we  were  in  pofi'ef- 
fion  but  of  one  or  two  trifling  pofts, 
which  were  only  thought  to  be 
important,  as  they  might  favour  an 
inyafion  of  Myfore  on  its  foutherri 
m   z  fide; 
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fide ;  an  idea,  that  now  feemed 
totally  sbandoned  by  the  return  of 
our  troops  to  the  Neighbourhood  of 
Madras.  It  was  at  the  fame  time 
remarked,  that  the  fultan  had  found 
means  to  advance  with  a  formidable 
army  into  the  heart  of  the  Carr.a- 
tic,  fpreading  alarm  and  terror 
around  him,  as  much  fuperior  to 
us,  in  the  apparent  magnitude  of 
his  refources  and  the  wily  flratn- 
gems  of  war,  as  inferior  in  the  dif- 
cipJine  of  his  troops.^ 

On  the  other  hand,  it  was  urged 
by  fome,  who  profeiTed  to  look 
deeper  than  into  the  mere  furface  of 
things,  that  fufticient  had  been  at- 
chievcd  to  dcmonftrate  net  only  the 
probability,  but  almoft  the  certainty 
cf  our  ultimately  fuccee^dJng  to  the 
utmoit  of  our  withes.  In  every 
action  during  the  campaign  the 
Britilh  arms  had  been  uniformly 
vidorious,  fometimes  again  ft  very 
fuperior  numbers.  This,  while  it 
infpired  our  own  troops  with  con- 
fidence, proportionably  depreflld 
the  fpiriuS  of  the  enemy.  Under 
fuch  circumflances,  the  r-uin  of  the 
fultan  V.-3S  pronounced  to  be  inevi- 
table. However  fair  and  flattering 
his  refources  for  fo  formidable  a 
coMteft  might  externally  appear,  it 
was  conceived  that  they  would 
prov^e  fo  in  appearance  only.  Nor 
was  any  thing  ^to  be  anprehended 
from  the  fuppofed  fuperiority  of  his 
generallhip,  which  was  fald  to  be 
admirable  only,  v,  hen  compared 
with  what  was  ufually  difplaycd  by 
Indian  commanclers;  contemptible, 
if  put  in  competition  with  European 
iliiil ;  it  was  thought  to  partake 
more  of  cunning  than  wifdom,  of 
low  finefl'e  than  of  fair  and  manly 
manceuvre. 

Prepared  to  afilime  the 

,  ■■'"  ',  command  in  perfon,  and 
Jan.  29t4x.  .^  p^^^^^j^  ^^  p^^^  ^^  y^^.g 


into  the  heart  of  the  enemy's  coun- 
try, lord  Cornwallis,  the  governor 
general  of  Bengal,  joined  the  army 
at  Vellout,  with  the  appearance  of 
which  he  exprefled  himfelf  highly 
plenied.  After  receiving  a  fupply 
of  artillery,  and  other  necefiary  ar- 
ticles, he  almod  immediatelv  march- 
ed to  Vrlore,  leaving  general  Muf- 
grave  with  a  futTicient  force  to  pro- 
tect the  Carnatic.  The  dire<5^ion 
of  his  lordfliip's  march  feemed  to 
in'licate  an  intention  of  entering 
Myfore  by  the  Barramaul  valley. 
The  fultan  being  apprized  of  this 
circumitance,  and  probably  defpair- 
ing  of  cftcding  any  thing  of  con- 
fecjuence  in  the  Carnatic,  where  a 
body  of  troops  was  ftationcd  to  keep 
him  in  check,  quitted  the  Britifli 
territory,  and  hallened  back  to  his 
own  dominions. 

Arrived  at  Velore,  lord  Corn- 
wallis fuddenly  changed  the  line  of 
his  march,  and  turning  afide  to  the 
north,  efleded  2n  entry  into  My- 
fore bv  Muglec,  without  encounter- 
ing the  lenil  opnofition  from  the 
enemy,  whofe  attention  was  fi-'^cd 
on  a  different  quarter.  The  dif- 
ficulties vs'hich  occurred  in  thispafs, 
were  far  from  being  inconfiderable; 
mountain  riiin_g  abo\e  mountain, 
with  deep  and  dangerous  valleys 
intervening,  and  this  for  the  fpace 
of  fix  miles  in  continuance,  pre- 
fented  obflacles  to  an  advancing 
army,  which  would  not  eafily  have 
been  fui mounted  in  the  prefence  of 
an  intrepid  but  cau'.ious  enemy, 
well  inflru6led  in  the  nature  of  the 
ground,  and  taking  a  wife  advantage 
of  it.  Having  gained  the  fummit 
of  tlie  lilt  afcent,  his  lordfhip  for  the 
f.rfl  time  now  publicly  declared  an 
intention  of  marching  to  Bangalore, 
the  fecond  town  in  point  of  confe- 
quence  within  the  fultan's  domi- 
nions. 

On 
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On  the  third  day  of  the  march 

from  the  head  of  the  Muglee  pais,  the 

enemy's  horfe  appeared,  and  were 

extremely  a£live  in  deftroying  the 

forage  of  the  furrounding  country; 

but  our  troops  were  within  ten  miles 

of  Bangalore,  before  the  whole  of 

the  fukan's   force  appeared,  which 

then  commenced  a  diitant  and  inef- 

feftual  cannonade. 

Tv^T      ,       .  Encamped      before 

March  cth.  -r,         ,      "  i     j   /-« 

^        Bangalore,  lord  Lo;n- 

wallls  loft  no  time  in  preparing  for 
the  intended  enterprize.  On  the 
day  after  his  arrival,  however,  a  cir- 
cumftance  occurred,  which  might 
have  been  attended  with  unpleaiant 
confequences.  A  reconnoitering 
party,  who  were  out  with  all  the 
cavalry  of  tl'.e  army  on  a  furvcy 
towards  the  esll  of  the  fort,  obferved 
the  rear  of  the  enemy  confiderably 
dstacbed  from  their  main  army,  and 
imprudently  attacked  it.  The  re- 
fiitance  was  but  feeble.  The  My- 
foreans  at  firft  fled ;  but  being  ilrong- 
ly  reinforced,  rallitd,  and  compelled 
the  viftors  in  their  turn  to  make 
a  precipitate  retreat.  Fortunately 
however  a  brigade  of  the  iame 
party,  which  had  not  been  before  in 
the  aclicn,  came  up,  and  turned  tlie 
fcale  in  our  favour  a  fccond  time. 
At  this  moment  the  commander  in 
chief  marched  out  to  the  fupport  of 
his  troops,  and  prevented  any  fur- 
ther attempt  of  the  enemy  to  reco- 
ver the  honour  of  the  day. 

The  pettah  or  town  of  Bangalore 
was  afiaulted  on  the  fubfequent 
mcrnirg,  and  after  an  ineffe^ftual 
ri^fiftance  of  fome  hours  captured, 
with  the  lofs  of  loo  men.  This 
acquifiiion  was  Of  cdnfiderahl^  im- 
portance, as  it  contained  large  ma- 
gazines of  grain,  forage,  and  fuel, 
and  as  it  afforded  admirable  cover 
to   the   troops    in    the   fiicceediug 


fiege  of  the  fort.  It  is  a  well- 
built  tov/n,  of  2,000  yards  in  length, 
and  750  in  breadth,  furrounded  on 
every  fide  by  a  rampart  and  ditch, 
except  where  it  joins  to  the  fort. 
Through  this  paflage  a  feled  body 
of  the  enemy  fallied  on  the  fame 
evening,  and  endeavoured  to  regain 
polfeflion  of  the  pettah;  while  a 
violent  cannonading  commenced  in 
another  direftion,  with  the  view  of 
drawing  off  the  attention  of  the 
L'ritiil;  from  the  quarter  where  the 
real  attack  was  meditated.  The 
enemy  however  was  repulfed  with 
lofs. 

Batteries  were  immediately  erefl- 
ed,  and'  opening  againft  the  fort, 
played  upon  it  inccilanily  for  kvf^ 
ral  days.  The  fultan  was  not  idle 
on  his  part.  Twice  he  attempted 
to  diflodge  the  befiegers  from  the 
pettah;  but  his  ufual  ill  fortune ftill 
attended  him. 

A  prafticable  breach  being  at 
length  effci^led,  lord  Cornwallis 
without  delay  proceeded  to  the 
ftorm.  He  kept  however  his  inten- 
tions a  profound  fee  ret,  until  the 
moment  of  their  execution.  This 
ftcrecy  was  at  the  prefcnt  moment 
highly  requifite,  as  the  enemy  ftill 
poffeffed  the  ability  of  reinforcing 
the  garrifon  of  the  fort,  which  mea- 
fure  would  have  rendered  tlie  un- 
dertaking proporricnably  more  dif- 
ficult. It  is  probably  to  the  multi- 
plicity of  anxieties,  which  at  this 
period  preffcd  on  the  fultau's  mind, 
as  well  as  to  the  vain  hope  of  his 
being  able  to  re-take  the  pettah, 
that  his  apparent  negligence  in  fo 
in^portant  a  particular  mull  be  at- 
tributed. 

On    the    very  night    j^arch  21. 
after  the  Jail  aitacK  or 
the  enemy  the  aflault  commenced. 
I^iaving    m.ounted  the   breach,  the 

[T]   3  troops 
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trcops  piifhed  forward  in  three  di- 
vihons,  and  at  firft  took  different 
directions ;  but  all  met  at  the  op- 
pofite  gate  of  the  fort,  which  was 
completely  choked  up  by  the  fly- 
jnor  garrifon.  A  molt  terrible  car- 
rage  enfued,  the  fmall  band  of  affail- 
ants  b-ing  confcious,  perhaps,  that 
their  own  fecority  confilled  in  the 
death  cf  their  opponents,  who  were 
ftill  fufficientiy  numerous  to  have 
i-allicd  and  regained  the  fort,  had 
they  not  haftened  their  deltruftion 
by  the  very  means  which  they  took 
to  prevent  n.  The  enemy  loft  about 
ijoco  men,  and  300  were  taken 
prifoners.  The  killahdar  or  go- 
vernor, an  Old  and  faithful  foldier, 
Was  killed  in  the  conteft.  The  lofs 
on  our  part  confiiled  not  of  more 
than  50  killed  and  wounded.  Im- 
Jnenfe  quantiues  of  military  ftcres, 
and  124  pieces  of  ordnance,  were 
found  in  the  fort. 

A  circumllance  occurred  after 
this  fignal  fuccefs,  which  deferves 
to  be  m.entioned,  as  remarkably  il- 
iuftrative  of  the  fultan's  character. 
Lord  Cornv/allis  fent  to  that  prince, 
informing  him,  that  the  body  of  the 
brave  killahdar,  who  was  flain  in 
the  defence  of  the  fort,  Ihould  be 
tranfmitted  to  him,  if  he  defired  it. 
The  fultan's  anfwer  was  wife  and 
magnanimous.  "  1  confider,"  re- 
plied he, "  that  fpct  of  ground,  which 
"  the  body  of  a  foldier  covers  when 
*'  he  falls  in  the  execution  ofhisduty, 
*'  as  the  moft  honourable  which  can 
"  be  choJen  for  his  grave  !" — The 
Britilh  commander  then  buried  him 
with  all  military  honours. 

When  the  important  fortrefs  cf 
Bangalore  was  completely  fubdued, 
it  was  ccrsjedtured  that  lord  Corn- 
wallis  would  immediately  march  to 
Seringapatam ;  but  this  favourite 
jneafure  was  prudently  deferred  far 


a  time.     His  lordfhip  wifhed  firft  to 
form   a  junftion  with  the  Nizam's 
cavalry,  which  he  underftood  to  be 
on  the  way  to  join  him ;  and  like- 
wife  to  obtain  a  confiderable  fupply 
of  provifions,  which  had  been  pro- 
miied  him  by  fome  northern  Foli- 
gars,    who    had    recently   revolted 
from  their  allegiance  to  the  fultan. 
At  the  fame  time  he  was  alfo  in  ex- 
pedation  of  receiving  further  hip- 
plies,   which  he  had  ordered   from 
Caroor.    With  fuch  objeds  in  view 
he  left  Bangalore,  and  marching  to 
the  north,  had  the  good  fortune  to 
fucceed  in  every  particular.     The 
Nizam's  cavalry  joined  him  to  the 
amount  of  about  15,000,  more  re- 
markable  for   their    numbers  than 
their  difcipline.    The  Poligars  fur- 
nillied  him  with  all  that  he  flood  in 
need  of;  but  were  afterwards   fe- 
verely  punifhed  by   the  fultan  for 
their  treachery.     At  the  edge   of 
the  Gauts  he  met  with  the  party 
from  Caroor,  who,  befides  an  addi- 
tional fupply  of  provifions,  brought 
him  a   reinforcement  of  700   Eu- 
ropean, and   4,500   native   troops. 
Having  thus  fucceeded  to  his  vvilhes, 
his  lordlhip  returned  to  Bangalore. 

While  the  main  army  was  honour- 
ably difdnguifhing  itfelf  at  Banga- 
lore, general  Abercromby  was 
marching  towards  Myfore,  with  the 
hope  of  fharing  in  the  honours  of 
the  war.  By  the  firit  of  March  he 
had  reached  the  Poodicuerrum  pafs, 
oppofite  to  Cannanorc,  where  he  was 
direfted  to  remain  until  further 
orders.  He  was  now  defired  to 
quit  that  fituation,  and  proceed  im- 
mediately to  Periapatam,  about 
three  marches  diilant  from  Serin- 
gapatam. 

When  he  had  arranged  ^        . 
e^'ery  thing  to  his  mind,         ^  ^ 
lord  Cornwallis  fet  forward  on  his 
expedition 
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expedition  againft  the  capital  of  the 
enemy.  The  roads  throagh  which 
he  pafTed  were  found  in  feveral 
places  deep  and  rugged;  and  had 
been  rendered  confiierably  worfe 
than  ufual  by  the  fill  of  an  immo- 
derate quantity  of  rain,  which  at  this 
feafon  was  quite  unexpeded.  At 
length,  after  a  fatiguing  march  of 
ten  days,  he  arrived  at  Arakeery, 
about  nine  miles  dillant  from  Scrin- 
gapatam. 

From  this  fituation  the  fultan, 
who  had  already  been  four  days  at 
his  capital,  was  feen  to  march  out 
of  the  illand,  on  which  that  town  is 
built,  and  to  take  pofTellion  of  a 
ftrong  poil  in  the  front  of  it.  The 
direct  approach  to  the  po/ition, 
which  was  thus  occupied,  on  the 
iide  of  Arakeery,  was  through  a  verv 
narrow  valley,  full  of  fwamps  and 
javines.  Deterred  by  fuch  a  cir- 
cumftance  from  making  an  attack 
in  this  direiflion,  lord  Cornwallis 
refolved  to  conduct  his  troops  by  a 
circuitous  route  round  the  hills, 
with  the  hope  of  furprizing  the  ful- 
tan in  his  camp,  or  at  lealt  of  con- 
tending v.ith  him  on  more  equal 
ground. 

At  eleven  o'clock  in  the  night  he 
proceeded  on  this  hazardous  expe- 
dition. The  night  proved  dark  and 
ftormy,  which,  together  with  the 
bad  ftate  of  the  roads,  fo  greatly  re- 
tarded him,  that  at  day-  break,  to  his 
extreme  mortihcation  he  found  him- 
felf  advanced  but  a  Ihort  diftance 
from  the  camp.  Vexed  but  not 
difpirited  by  this  unfortunate  cir- 
cumllance,  he  again  puihed  forward 
in  profound  filcnce ;  and  actually 
arrived  within  three  miles  of  the 
enemy's  camp,  before  the  lealt 
alarm  was  given.  His  near  ap- 
proach being  at  length  perceived,  a 
targe  body  cf  the  enemy  was  immc- 


L^9> 

in    motion,   and   dif- 
occupy    fome     high 


diately    put 
patched     to 

ground  commanding  a  deep  ravine, 
through  which  .he  was  ftill  under  the 
neceflity  of  paffing.  This  fpot  was 
unfortunately  feized  at  the  very  mo- 
ment when  our  troops  were  de- 
fending on  the  other  lide  towards 
the  ravine.  Some  guns  were  now 
brought  to  bear  from  the  height, 
which  damped  for  a  time  the  Bri- 
tifh  ardor.  After  a  delay  of  full 
two  hours,  the  troops  at  latt  formed 
on  the  other  fide  of  the  ravine, 
during  which  period  they  were 
dreadfully  expofed  to  the  enemy's 
fire ;  and  had  it  not  been  for  a  rocky 
eminence,  which  luckily  afforded 
them  fome  fhelter,  their  lines  would 
have  been  completely  enfiladed. 

Before  any  difpofition  could  be 
made  for  aftion,  it  was  neceflary  to 
dillodge  the  enemy  from  the  height. 
This  taflc  was  affigned  to  colonel 
Maxwell,  who  with  one  column  of 
the  army  puihed  forwards  with  fo 
much  fpirit,  that  he  foon  became 
mafter  of  the  fummit  of  the  hill. 
The  whole  army  then  followed, 
and  the  aiflion  became  general. 
Colonel  Maxwell  prcffed  the  enemy 
on  the  left  flank ;  colonel  Floyd 
with  the  cavalry  on  the  right;  while 
the  line  under  the  command  of  ge- 
neral Medows  attacked  in  front. 
The  fultan,  notwithll-anding  his 
perfonal  exertions  in  the  field,  was 
a:  lalt  obliged  to  give  way,  and  v\'as 
purfued,  until  he  took  refuge  under 
the  batteries  of  the  ifland.  After 
this  fortunate  action  lord  Cornwal- 
lis encamped  on  the  very  fpot  where 
the  contcll  iiad  terminated. 

It  was  now  expeded,  that  mea- 
fures  would  be  concerted  for  the 
reduition  of  the  iHajid.  But  lord 
Cornwallis  thought  it  prudent  to 
def<4  this  enterprize,  until  he  could 
[T]  4  form 
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form  a  junilion  with  general  Aber- 
cromby,  who  was  then  at  Periapatam 
waiting  for  Oi;ders,     His  motive  for 
this  was,  that  he  might    have   an 
^rmy  capable  of  keeping  the  fultan 
in  check  on  the  fouthern  fide  of  the 
ifland,  while  he  forced  his  paflage 
over  the  Cavery  on   the  northern 
fide.     Without  fuch   affillance,    he 
conceived,  that  he  might  have  been 
expofed,  in  attempting  die  paiTage, 
to  a  crofs  fire,  from  a   ftrong   fort 
not  very  diflant  from  the  ford,  over 
which  the  paiTage  mull  have  been 
forced,  and  from  the  main  army  of 
the  enemy,  which  might  have  other- 
wife  taken  a  favourable  pofiticn  for 
the  purpofe.     With  this  vieu',  after 
a  halt  of  two  days,  he  forfook  his 
new  pod,  and  marched  the  army  to 
Kar.am baddy.  The  firft  day's  march 
was    only    feven,    the   ftcond   but 
twelve  m.iles,  in  Conlequance  of  the 
weak  Hate  of  the  bullocks.     Here 
a  minute  enquiry    was   made  into 
the  condition  of  thefe  ufeful  animals, 
when  it  was  found  that  their  num- 
bers  were  alarmingly   diminiilied, 
and  that  moft  of  thofe  w^hich  were 
fliil   living    were   rendered  almoli 
unfit  for  fervice,  owing  to  the   ex- 
treme fatigue,  which  they  had  en- 
dured, and  an  epidemical  diforder, 
that  had  lately  broken  out  among 
them.     At  the  fi^me  time  it  appear- 
ed that  the  flock  of  provifions  in 
hand  was  inadequate  to  the  probable 
conlumption   of    the    army    for   a 
longer   period,  than  would  be  fuf- 
ficient  to  take  them  back  to  Ban- 
galore.    Under  the  preffuie  of  fuch 
galling  circumfiances   lord    Coru- 
wallis  was  reduced   to  the  necelTity 
of  rellnquifhing   the  fair  profpeft, 
which  fortune  had  difplayed  to  his 
view  ;    to    abandon    the    fplendid 
prize,  which  Ke  feemed  to  feel  al- 
most within  liis  grafp.     Otders  ^re 


■inflantly  difpatched  to  general  Aber- 

cromby  to    return    to   the  Malabar 

coaR.    With  the  greateil  reluctance 

that  general  left  Periapatam,  where 

he  had  been  only   four  days,  and 

fell  back  towards  the  weflcrn  Gauts, 

after  having  deftroyed  a  part  of  the 

battering    train,   which    had     been 

deftined  for  the  fiege  of  Seringapa- 

tam. 

Lord  Cornwallis  now    ,,        ^, 
J  , .  .     May  26tb. 

commenced  his  morti-  ■' 

fying  retreat,  but  had  fcarcely  pro- 
ceeded fix  miles  from  Ranambaddy 
ford,  when  a  party  of  flrange  horfe 
unexpcftedly  rode  in  on  the  bag- 
gage flank.  At  hrft  they  were  fup- 
pofed  to  be  enemies;  but  to  the 
great  joy  and  furprize  of  the  army 
proved  to  be  the  advanced  guard  of 
a  powerful  Mahratta  force,  which 
was  marching  with  all  poflible  ex- 
pedition to  the  fupport  of  the  Bri- 
tifh  arms.  This  force  confifted  of 
two  ccnfiderable  armies;  one  under 
the  command  of  Purferam  Bhow, 
a  celebrated  Mahratta  warrior, 
amounting  to  20,cco  horfe  and  foot, 
with  two  battalions  of  fepoys ;  the 
other  under  Hurry  Punt,  a  Bramin 
of  the  higheft  rank,  to  the  number  of 
about  i2,cco  men. 

Previoufly  to  the  aftual  junflion 
of  the  confederates,  the  fultan  at- 
tempted to  open  a  negocialion  with 
lord  Cornwallis.  With  this  intent 
he  fent  a  numerous  retinue  offer- 
vants,  with  prefents  and  letters  to 
his  lordiliip ;  who  declined  the  accep- 
tance of  the  prefents,  and  anfwered 
in  general  terms,  to  the  propofitioii 
for  opening  a  negociation,  that  no 
ftep  of  this  kind  could  be  taken 
withouttheconcurrenceof  the  allies. 
United  with  the  Mahratta  forces 
the  Britilh  troops  were  no  longer 
alarmed  at  the  idea  of  a  probable 
fcarcity  of  provifions.  It  was  how- 
ever 
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ever  too  late  to  make  any  attempt 
upon  Seringapatam,  as  the  heavy- 
guns  had  been  deilroyed,  when  the 
retreat  was  determined,  as  general 
Abercromby  had  already  defcended 
tlie  Gauts,  and  as  the  periodical 
rains  were  now  fetting  in.  Jt  was 
therefore  refclved  to  rclinquifh  tliis 
enierprizefor  atime  ;  and  toeltahllih 
the  head-quarters  during  the  tnon- 
ibon,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Ban- 
galore, that  fupplies  might  be  there 
colleded  for  more  eifeitual  opera- 
tions againft  Seringapatam,  when  the 
feafon  would  permit,  and  that  the 
confederate  forces  in  the  mean  time, 
by  carrying  the  war  into  the  nor- 
thern diltrifts  ofMyfore,  might  in 
fome  degree  fubfift  at  the  expence 
of  the  enemy. 

On  the  return  to  Bangalore,  the 
fort  of  Maddcorwas  taken,  and  de- 
llroyed.  Outradoog  was  likewife 
fummoned.  but  the  gallant  governor 
returned  for  anfwer,  "  that  he  had 
*'  eaten Tippoo's  fait  (meaning  that 
"  he  had  received  his  pay)  for 
*'  twenty  years,  and  wasrefolvednot 
**  to  furrender  the  fort  entrullcd  to 
"  his  care,  until  ijeringapatam  itfelf 
*'  was  captured."  Savendroog  was 
next  reconnoitered,  but  not  in- 
veiled. 

At  this  period  a  feparation  took 
place  in  the  combined  armies.  While 
Purferam  Bhow  marched  to  the 
north-well:  towards  Sera,  lord 
Cornwallis,  with  Hurry  Punt  and 
the  Nizam's  cavalry,  proceeded  to 
Bangalore.  And  thus  ended  what 
may  be  termed  the  fecond  campaign 
of  the  war. 

When  lord  Cornwallis  arrived 
at  Bangalore,  inliead  of  fitting  down 
inaftive  during  the  rainy  feafon,  he 
turned  all  his  thoughts  to  hailen 
and  fecure  the  preparations  necef- 


fary  for  commencing  the  next  cam- 
paign with  encreafed  vigour.  His 
llrft  objeft  was  to  open  a  communi- 
cation with  the  Carnatic.  The  Mu- 
glee  pafs,  through  which  he  had 
penetrated  into  Myiore,  was  thought 
lefs  adapted  to  this  purpofe  than 
that  cf  Policode.  He  determined 
therefore  immediately  to  reduce  the 
forts,  which  might  oppofe  the  paf- 
fagc  of  the  convoys,  advancing  by 
this  route  from  the  Carnatic  to  Ban- 
galore. 

In  profecution  of  fo  wife  a  plan, 
it  was  not  long  before     ,  .  , 

he  moved  towards  Ouf-  ■'"'>'  ^^^l^- 
foor,  through  a  country  in  high  cul- 
tivation, which  had  been  hitherto 
exempt  from  the  calamities  of  war. 
At  his  approach  the  enemy  evacu- 
ated the  fort,  but  had  not  tim.e  to 
carry  ofFall  the  ftores.  A  journal 
was  here  found,  written  in  Englifli, 
which  proved,  that  fome  Europrans 
had  been  under  confincmiCnt  in  this 
place.  On  enquiry  it  appeared, 
that  three  prifoners  had  been  kept 
in  clofe  culiody  at  Cuifoor,  until  the 
capture  of  Bangalore,  when  the  ful^ 
tan's  orders  were  received  by  the  go- 
vernor inilantlyto.put  ihtm  to  death. 
Their  graves  were  pointed  out  by 
the  inhabitants,  which  upon  being 
opened,  evidently  contained  the  bo- 
dies of  three  perlbns,  who  had  been 
beheaded,  and  whofe  hair  and 
cloaths  proved  them  to  have  been 
Europeans.  The  fultan's  conduit 
in  this  inllance  has  been  attributed 
to  a  low  and  little  fpirit  of  revenge, 
after  his  recent  loifes  at  Bangalore  ; 
but  it  ib  rather  probable,  that  it  ori- 
ginated more  in  motives  of  policy 
than  revenge.  He  had  repeatedly 
and  folemnly  declared,  that  no  Eu- 
ropeans were  detained  againll:  their 
wills  -in  his  dominions.  When, 
therefore. 
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therefore,  the  tide  of  his  affairs  \#s 
rapidly  turning  agair:il  him,  he 
kcms  to  have  adopted  this  bar- 
b:\rous  meafurc  fimply  to  prevent 
the  difcovery  of  his  own  falfehood 
and  treachery. 

From  Ouifoor  lord  Cornwallis 
proceeded  to  Rayacottah,  which,  af- 
ter a  flight  rcfirtance  to  the  detach- 
ment wliich  was  fent  againfl  it, 
furrendered  at  the  approach  of  the 
main  army.  » 

The  reduction  of  Rayacottah 
was  followed  by  that  of  all  the  hill 
forts  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
Policode  pafs,  Anchittydurgam, 
Neelagheri,  Rutnagheri,  Oode:idur- 
gam,  and  Chinraydurgam,  Of  thefe 
Anchittydurgam  and  Oodeadur- 
gam  were  kept,  and  garrifoned ; 
the  other  three  were  deftroyed. 

The  army  continued    for    fome 

time  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Ouf- 

ibor,  in  order  to  cover  a  convoy, 

which  was  daily  expeded  from  the 

,  ^L      Carnatic.     The  con- 

/iup;-   loth.  ^  ,        ^,         .      J 

^  voy  at  length  arrived 

in  perfeft  fafety,  and  brought  a 
fupply  of  100  elephants,  and  6,000 
bullocks  laden  with  rice. 

Before  the  army  moved  from  this 
ftation,  the  fultan  made  another  un- 
fucccfsful  attempt  at  a  negociation. 
Diftrefled  on  every  fide,  and  proba- 
bly defpairing  of  being  able  to  cre- 
ate a  jealoufy  among  the  members 
of  the  confederacy,  it  was  now  un- 
derftond,  that  he  confented  to  treat 
with  the  allies,  as  well  as  with  the 
jiritifh  government.  His  ambafTa- 
dor  was  by  birth  a  Mahrattah,  but  fb 
far  from  being  acceptable  to  his 
countrymen,  that  during  his  fhort 
ftay  in  the  ncighbourhcod  of  Ouf- 
foor,  lord  (pornvvallis  was  obliged  to 
give  him  a  guard  to  protect  him 
frpixi  their  refentment.  i'/evieus  to  a 


declaration  of  his  mailer's  fenti- 
ments  on  the  objeft  of  his  miflion,  he 
propofed  certain  conditions  with  re- 
ipcd  to  the  forms  of  his  reception, 
wiih  which  it  was  judged  highly  im- 
proper to  comply ;  but  not  being  in- 
truded to  difpenfe  with  the  obfer- 
vation  of  fuch  forms,  he  declined 
entering  into  any  negociation  what- 
ever, and  was  in  confequence  im- 
mediately difmifTed,  much  to  the  fa- 
tisfadion  of  our  allies. 

The  communication  with  the  Car- 
natic being  opened  and  made  fe- 
curc,  lord  Cornwallis  next  refolved 
to  ellablifh  a  communication  with 
the  country  of  the  Nizam,  from 
whence  important  fupplies  might 
alfo  be  procured.  The  principal 
forts,  which  were  fituated  between 
this  country  and  Bangalore,  were 
Raymanghur,  Am.bagee-Durgum, 
Chittum-Cottha,  Nundydoog,  and 
Calarumconda. 

A  detachment  under  major  Gowdie 

was  difpatched  upon  this  c-  1 

c  •  ^  r.  ■  1  Sept.  14th 
lervice.       Raymunghur       ^       ~    • 

made  fome  fhew  of  refiftance,  but  af- 
ter a  vigorous  affault  of  a  few  hours 
furrendered  at  difcretion.  Ambagee- 
Durgum  and  Chittum-Cottha  fub- 
mitted  on  the  firll  fummons. 

The  capture  of  Nundrydoog  af- 
forded a  wider  field  for  the  difplay 
ofBritiili  valour.  Nundrydoog  is 
the  capital  ot  an  extenfive  dilhid, 
and  \i  feared  on  the  fummit  of  a 
lofty  mountain,  at  leaft  1,700  feet 
high,  accefiible  only  on  one  fide, 
where  two  walls  and  an  outwork 
had  been  ercded  for  its  protec- 
tion. Againll  this  formidable  fort, 
ilrengthened  by  new  works,  and  gar- 
rifoned with  fome  of  the  enemy's 
bell:  troops,  major  Gowdie  with  an 
handful  of  men  intrepidly  advanc- 
ed. His  iirll  attempt,  in  confequence 
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of  the  diftance  of  his  batteries,  was 
attended  with  little  fuccefs.  Diiap- 
pointed  bat  not  discouraged  at  the 
little  impreffion  which  he  had  been 
able  to  make,  he  immediately  de- 
termined to  afcend  the  rugged 
mountain  itfelf,  on  the  only  fide  by 
which  it  was  praclicable,  and  ereft 
his  bat'.erics  upon  it.  Afrer  a  fort- 
night's in:efianttoil  and  hazard,  he 
at  length  completed  his  cbj'  ft,  and 
breached  che  walls;  but  tae  com- 
mandant ftill  refufed  to  furrender. 
At  this  moment  lord  Cornwallis 
fent  a  reinforcement  under  general 
Medows  to  make  an  affauk,  ifne- 
ceflary,  while  the  whole  army  mov- 
ed to  a  poll  within  four  miles  of  the 
fort.  An  affault  wasrefolved  upon. 
Jmmediitely  before  the  troops  ad- 
vanced on  this  difficult  and  danger- 
ous entcrprize,  iome  perfon  oblerv- 
ed,  that  a  mine  was  fuppofed  to  be 
near  the  breach.  General  Me- 
dows,  with  a  fpirit  and  prefence  of 
mind,  which  few  would  have  pof- 
felfed  in  frmilar  circumftances,  in- 
ftantly  replied,  "  that,  if  amine  was 
f  really  there,  it  could  only  be  a  mine 
*'  of  gold  ;"  and  rufhed  without  de- 
lay  to  the  breach.  The  afiaiiants 
were  terribly  annoyed,  not  fo  much 
by  the  lire  of  the  garrifon  as  by 
immenfe  fragiyents  of  ftcne,  which 
were  rolled  from  the  fummit  of  the 
hill,  and  perpetually  bounding  from 
the  folid  rock  came  down  with  an 
impetponty  hardly  to  be  conceived. 
Neverthelefs,  in  fpite  of  every  obfta- 
cle,  the  works  were  at  laft  carried. 
The  fall  of  Nundrydoogoccafioned 
the  Surrender  of  the  remaining  fort 
Calargmconda  without  oppofuion. 

While  lord  Cornvvallis  was  add- 
ing conqueil  to  conquell  in  the 
northern  parts  of  Myfore,  the  un- 
Ibrturaie   iulun  attempted  to  re- 


gain what  he  had  formerly  loll  in 
the  Southern  dillrifts  of  his  domi- 
nions. A  very  inconfiderable  force 
was  llalioned  in  Coimbetore  under 
the  command  of  lieutenant  Chal- 
mers. Hither  therefore  he  direfl- 
ed  his  views,  and  flattered  himfelf^ 
that  he  might  happily  recover  at 
leaft  one  of  the  rich  gems,  which 
had  been  lately  raviflied  from  the 
Myforcan  crown. 

Alsn.jft  immediately  after  the  re- 
treat of  the  BriiiOi  army  -from  Se- 
ringapatam,  he  difpatcheJ  a  fmall 
body  of  troops  to  Coimbetore, 
which,  after  attempting  in  vain  to 
ftorm  the  fort,  were  driven  back 
with  difgrace  to  the  very  confines 
of  Myfore. 

He  did  not  liowever  abandon  the 
enterprise.  As  foon  as  the  care  of 
his  convoys  gave  him  leiiure,  which 
was  not  until  the  month  of  Oftober, 
he  fent  Cummer-ud-Deen  Cawn,  his 
fecond  in  command,  with  a  far  Su- 
perior force;  at  the  Same  time  or- 
dering that  general,  after  Ins  de- 
fcent  into  the  low  country,  immedi- 
ately to  difpatch  a  detachment  to 
Kiilnaghery,  in  the  Barramanl,  the 
only  place  of  any  confequence 
which  he  retained  between  Banga- 
lore and  the  Carnatic.  By  this  ma- 
noeuvre he  hoped  to  intercept  our 
convoys,  which  would  Scarcely  ex- 
pedl  to  find  an  enemy  advancing; 
againfl  them  by  So  circuitous  a 
route. 

The  Cawn  foon  appeared  before 
Coimbetore,  and  commenced  a  vi- 
gorous fiege.  Major  Cuppage,  who 
was  flationeJ  with  a  Small  force  at 
Paligautcherry,  immediately  ad- 
vanced to  the  relief  of  the  fort ;  but 
finding  himSelf  unable  to  cope  with 
fo  Superior  an  adverfary,  and  dread- 
ing left  hi3  retreat  fnould  be  cut  off, 

if 
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if  he  ventured  to  attack  the  Cawn, 
fc-U  back  again  to  Paligautcherry. 
The  fiege  was  now  prcfTed  with  re- 
doubled ardour,  until  lieutenant 
Chalmers,  dt prived  of  all  hopes  cf 
relief,  agreed  to  capitulate.  Tlie 
terms  or  the  capitulation  were,  that 
thegarrifon  Ihould  march  out  of  the 
fort  with  the  honours  of  war,  and 
Ihould  be  immediately  fent  to  Pali- 
gautcherry, with  permifiion  of  go- 
ing from  thence  to  the  Carnatic  on 
their  parole,  where  they  were  to  re- 
main during  the  war.  But,  after 
poffeffion  of  the  fort  was  taken,  the 
Cawn  informed  lieutenant  Chalmers 
that  the  terms  of  the  capitulation 
conld  not  be  valid  until  the  fultan 
had  ratified  them.  This  the  fultan 
refufed  to  do,  ordering  the  pri- 
foners  to  be  brought  to  beringapa- 

tam. 

The  detachment  principally  con- 

fifting  of  light  horfe,  which  the  Cawn 

had  difpatched   to    the   Barramaul, 

not  finding  the  convoys  that  the  ful- 
tan hoped    to  iatercept,  plundered 

and  ravaged   the   country.     When 

lord  Cornvvallis  heard  of  their  de- 
predations, he  fent  colonel  Max- 
well to  oppofe  them..     The  chief 

rendezvous    of    the  enemy  was  a 

flrong    mud    fort    called    Ponagra, 

■which  the  colonel  affaulted,  captur- 
ed, and   blew    up.       After  having 

fcoured  the  Barramaul  to  the  fouth, 

he  proceeded   againft  Kiftnagher}-, 

which  contains  two  forts  and  a  pet- 

tah.     His  objcft  fcemed   to  be   to 

deftroy  the  lower  fort  and  pettah. 

With  this  view   it  v^■as  aflaulted  in 

the   night.     The  garrifon  inlbntly 

iled  to  the  upper  fort,  where  a  party 

of  the  affailants  raflily  ventured  to 

follow  them,  but  were  repulfed  with 

connderable  lofs.     The  lower  fort 

and  the  petiah  were  now  deltroyed, 

9 


and  colonel  Maxwell,  having  exe- 
cuted his  orders  in  the  Barramaul, 
returned  to  the  main  army. 

Succefsful  in  every  quarter,  lord 
Cornwallis  began  more  immediately 
to  turn  hh  aitention  to  the  great  ob- 
jeft  of  the  campaign.  But  in  order 
to  prevent  the  neceffity  of  a  feccnd 
retreat  in  the  very  moment  of  vic- 
tory, from  a  poffible  deficiency  of 
proper  fupplies,  he  firll  determined 
to  attempt  tiie  reduftion  of  the  prin- 
cipal forts  fituated  in  the  country 
between  Bangalore  and  Seringapa- 
tam.  Of  thefe  Savendroog  and  Ou^ 
tradoog  v/eie  the  moft  important. 

Savendroog  is  fo  well  fortified  by 
nature  and  art,  that  it  has  been  ge- 
nerally thought  impregnable.  It 
is  built  on  an  immenfe  rock,  rifmg 
to  the  perpendicular  heiglit  of  a  mile, 
from  a  bafe,  which  is  faid  to  be  nine 
or  ten  miles  in  circumference.  On 
every  fide  it  is  fecured  by  many- 
thick  and  well  difpofed  walls  and 
barriers,  wh;ch  feem  to  defy  all  idea 
of  an  hoftiie  approach ;  -.vaile  the 
fummit  of  the  rock,  which  is  fe- 
parated  by  a  deep  chafm,  is 
crowned  with  two  diltinft  citadels,, 
capable  of  affording  Ihelter  to  the 
garrifon  if  driven  from  the  lower 
works.  The  atmofphere  of  the  fur- 
rounding  country  likewile  is  con- 
ceived to  be  fo  extremely  noxious, 
that  the  fort  has  received  the  name 
of  Savendroog  from  this  very  cir- 
cumflancc,  which  is  faid  to  fignify 
•^  The  Rock  of  Death." 

Lieutenant  colonel  Stuart  com- 
manded the  detachment,  which 
was  fent  againft  this  for-  -p. 
midable  fortrefs.  He  was 
fupported  by  the  main  ajmy  en- 
camped in  the  neighbourhood.— 
With  incredible  toil  and  perfever- 
ance  the  artillery  was  dragged 
througlv 
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tlirouffh  woods  and  up  precipices 
of  difficult  approach,  before  bat- 
teries could  be  erected  with  any 
probable  profpefl  of  Aiccefs.  This 
labour  beinjr  at  lafh  ended,  the  bat- 
teries foon  bei^an  to  open,  and  ef- 
fcifled  a  breach  in  a  few  days.  Tiie 
afTauk  then  commenced,  and  not- 
withftandiiig  the  difficalty  of  the 
enterprise  was  fucce.ftful  almoll  be- 
^  yond  ex'ctmple.  The  lower  works 
were  carried  without  oppofition  ; 
and  fo  s^reat  was  the  panic  of  the 
garrifon,  that  they  at  the  fame  time 
abandoned  the  fortification  on  the 
eaftern  fummit  of  the  mountain,  all 
croudine  to  that  on  the  v/eftern  fum- 
mit. This  circumftance  was  the 
caufe  of  their  ruin.  For  the  fteep- 
nefs  and  rago^ednefs  of  the  rock  in 
this  part  fo  retarded  the  fugitives, 
that  a  body  of  our  troops  found 
means  to  enter  the  gates  of  the 
weftern  hill  with  them,  and  thus  be- 
came complete  mafters  of  both  fum- 
mits.  Not  a  fingle  man  was  IcJ?:  in 
this  adl'.uh,  although  the  enemy  left 
on  the  rock  between  two  and  thrse 
hundred  killed  and  wounded. 

From  Savendroog,  colonel  Stuart 
proceeded  againfhOutradoog,  which 
was  ineffe£lually  fummoned  in  the 
late  retreat.  TJie  governor  rcfjfed 
a  fecond  time  to  furrender,  and,  in 
order  to  prevent  all  kind  of  communi- 
cation, even  fired  on  the  flag  of  truce 
as  it  advanced.  But  the  garrifon 
feemcd  little  inclined  to  fupport  his 
efforts,  and  defcrted  in  conn  Jerable 
numbers.  The  fort  was  formed, 
and  carried  without  any  lof?,  two 
privates  only  being  flighily  wound- 
ed. The  governor  himfelf  was 
taken  prifoner. 

While  colonel  Stuart  was  thus 
employed  before  Outradoog,  afniall 
detachment  was  difpaiichsd,  againll 


Ram  Gurry  and  Sheria  Gurry,  and 
captured  .thqm  both,  the  former  at- 
tempriiig  but  a  very  flight  refi'.lance, 
the  latter  furrendering  at  difcre- 
tion. 

The  proceedings  of  the  armies 
of  the  Nizam  and  the  Mahrattas, 
which  feparated  from  lord  Corn- 
wallis,  were  not  very  important. 
The  Nizam's  was  employed  in  the 
fiege  of  Gurramcondah,  from  Aii- 
guil  to  November,  when  it  fucceed- 
ed  in  fcorming  and  carrying  the 
lower  fort.  The  main  army  howt 
ever  moving  from  that  neighbour- 
hood to  join  lord  Cornwallis  for  the 
proteftion  of  the  Carnatic  convoys, 
a  fmall  body  of  troops  only  were 
left  at  Gurramcondah,  which  were 
fuddenly  attacked  and  defeated  by 
Hyder  Saib,  the  fultan's  elJei!  fori. 
'On  the  return  of  the  main  army  the 
lower  fort  was  again  captured, 
which  terminated  its  operations  un- 
til the  final  junclion  with  lord  Corn- 
wall is. 

The  iirft  attempt  of  the  Mah- 
ratta  army  was  upon  Kincoopv,  3 
hill  fort  about  eighteen  miles  from 
Chittledroog,  which  proved  fuccefs- 
ful. 

As  the  country  weft  of  Chittle- 
droog: and  Chinroypitam,  including 
the  fertile  provinces  of  Bidenore 
and  Mangalore,  was  almofl  the  onlvr 
part  of  the  fuhan'r.  dominions,  that 
hadnot  fmarted  under  the  fcourge 
of  war,  he  had  f'cationed  a  confider- 
able  force  there,  for  the  purpofe  of 
proteftinp-  the  fapplics  v/hich  he 
raight  find  necefiary  to  draw  from 
that  quarter.  Not^vithftanding  this 
circumftance,  Purferam  Bhow  de- 
termined to  advance  againft  Simo- 
ga,  and  the  forts  on  the  river  Turn 
and  Budra.  Hooly  Onoie  and 
Bankapoor  were  fubdued   without 

much 
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much  difficulty ;  but  on  approaching 
Simoga,  he  found  a  Myforean 
army  encamped  before  it  of  greater 
ftrength  than  had  been  fuppofed. 
He  ventured  however  to  attack  it, 
and  was  completely  viftorious.  The 
fort  very  Ihortly  afterwards  capi- 
tulated. 

Flulhed  with  his  fuccefs,  the  Bhow 
turned  his  face  to'A-ards  Bidcnore  ; 
but  here  he  found  Cummer- ud- 
Deen  Cawn  ah-eady  pofied,  with  an 
army  capable  of  flopping  his  tri- 
umphant progrefs.  Not  chocfing 
to  try  his  rtrength  with  the  Cawn, 
he  abandoned  his  new  proje<5t,  and 
propofed  to  return,  in  order  to  form 
ajundlion  with  general  Abercromby, 
agreeable  to  a  pre-concerted  plan. 
But  he  was  unfortunately  too  la:e. 
His  expedition  to  Bidenore  was 
not  only  fruitlefs  in  itfdif,  but  de- 
prived the  allied  troops  of  his  co- 
operation, where  it  had  been  pro- 
mifed,  and  whrere  its  advantages 
would  hsve  been  tenfold. 

Lord  Cornwall! s  was  encamped 
at  Outradoog,  v/hea  the  Nizam's 
forces  joined  him.  All  the  fupplies 
and  re-inforcements,  which  were 
upon  a  larger  fcale  than  any  that 
had  been  fent  in  former  wars,  were 
now  arrived.  After  a  little  military 
parade,  in  e::hibiting  the  Britilh  line 
to  the  Indian  chiefs,  who  appeared 
highly  gratified  by  fo  novel  a  fight, 
the  allied  armies  a  fecond  time  pro- 
ceeded on  their  expedition 
p.  l^  'n  to  the  capital,  in  the  neigh- 
bourhocd  of  which  they 
arrived  without  oppoficion  from  the 
enemy,  on  the  fifth  day  of  their 
inarch. 

Before  any  clear  idea  can  be 
formed  of  the  military  operations, 
which  now  took  place,  it  will  be 
pecefTary  for  the  reader  to  be  made 


acquainted  with  fbme  particulars  in 
the  fituation  of  Seringapatam.— »* 
Seringapatam  is  feated  on  an  ifland 
about  four  miles  long  and  a  mile 
and  a  half  broad,  formed  by  a  divi- 
fion  of  the  river  Caverv,  which 
flows  around  it  in  two  diftinft  chan- 
nels. The  fort  is  built  on  the  wef- 
tern  extremity  of  the  ifland,  where 
the  Cavery  commences  its  fepara- 
tion ;  on  the  eallern  extremity, 
where  the  Cavery  reunites  its  di- 
vided waters,  flands  theLaul  Baug, 
or  the  fuitan's  great  garden.  Pre- 
vious to  the  war  the  whole  fpace 
between  the  fort  and  the  Laul  Baug, 
except  a  fmall  garden  fituated  on 
the  northern  branch  of  the  Cavery, 
which  is  called  the  Dowlat  Baug 
or  rajah's  garden,  was  occupied  by 
a  large  and  handfome  town.  The 
greatefl  part  of  this  town  was  de- 
ilroyed  before  the  approach  of  the 
confederate  armies,  in  order  to  make 
room  for  batteries  to  defend  the 
ifland,  one  portion  of  it  only  being 
fullered  to  remain,  of  about  half  a, 
mils  fquare,  for  the  accommodation 
of  the  merchants  and  the  conve- 
nience of  the  troops.  This  is  called 
the  Pettah  of  Shahir  Gangam  :  it 
is  furrounded  by  a  ftrong  mud-wjill, 
not  very  difliant  from  the  jultan's 
great  garden.  It  is  requifite  like- 
wife  toohferve,  that  on  both  fides  of 
the  two  branches  of  the  Cavery,  out 
of  the  ifland,  a  confiderable  extent 
of  ground  is  occupied  by  a  bound- 
hedge,  intended  to  mark  the  limits 
of  the  capital,  and  to  afford  a  kind 
of  afylum  to  the  people  of  tlie  neigh- 
bouring country,  in  cafe  of  any 
hoilile  incurfion.  The  inclofure 
beyond  the  fouthcrn  branch  of  the 
Cavery  was  filled  with  inhabitants; 
but  that  beyond  the  northern  en- 
tii-e'y  occupied  by  the  fuitan's  army, 
Wiihi» 
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Within  this  latter  indofure,  which  is 
for  fome  fpaee  covered  in  front  by 
a  wide  canal,  and  by  the  winding  of 
the  Lockany  river,  fix  large  re- 
doubts had  been  conllruded  on  high 
ground,  in  the  llrength  of  which  the 
fultan  was  fuppofed  to  have  placed 
much  confidence. 

The  very  day  after  his  arrival  in 

T,  ,  ^  ,  the  neighbourhood  of 
Feb.  6th.    ^.    ■        °  ^       i     jo 

beringapatam,  loruLorn- 

wallis  determined  upon  an  imme- 
diate attack  on  the  fultan' s  fortified 
camp.  After  tlie  troops  had  been 
difniiffed  from  the  evening  parade 
at  fix  o'clock,  orders  were  infrantlv 
ilfacd  for  a  general  aflault  the 
fame  night.  By  half  after  eight 
every  thing  was  in  readinefs,  and 
the  troops  commenced  their  march 
in  profound  filence.  They  ad- 
vanced in  three  divifions.  The 
right  divifion  was  commanded  by 
general  Medows;  the  centre  by 
lord  Cornwallis  in  perfon,  aflijj'^d  by 
colonel  Stuart ;  and  the  left  by  co- 
lonel Maxwell.  The  allies  appeared 
under  the  greatefl:  auoniiliment  and 
conilernation,  when  they  obferved 
lord  Cornwallis  not  only  order  out 
his  troops  without  cannon  on  fo  for- 
midable an  enterprizc,  but  even  ex- 
pofe  his  own  perfon  to  all  the  dan- 
gers and  uncertainties,  v.-ith  which  a 
nodlurnal  expedition  feeined  preg- 
nant. 

The  centre  divifion  gave  the 
firft  alarm  to  the  enemy,  by  unex- 
peftedly  falling  in  with  a  body  of 
Myforean  horfe,  proceeding,  with 
rockets,  and  other  implements  of 
Indian  war,  to  difturb  the  camp  of 
the  allies;  but  not  until  it  had  ar- 
rived within  a  fliort  dillance  of  the 
faound»hcdge.  Rapidly  preffing  on, 
it  foon  entered  the  enemy's  lines, 
under  a  heavy  but  ill-direded  fire. 
The  M/foreaus  fled  on  every  fide. 


ignorant  of  the  numbers,  and  dread- 
ing the  bayonets,  of  their  oppo- 
nents. 

The  front  column  of  this  divifion, 
which  had  been  ordered,  if  poflible, 
to  crofs  the  Cavery  with  the  fugi- 
tive?, fully  executed  its  orders ;  but 
in  coiifcquence  of  the  confuuon  and 
hurry,  which  often  attend  nocturna! 
attacks,  it  unintentionally  feoarated 
into  three  parties.  The  firll  party 
thi.t  reached  the  river,  put  itfelf  un- 
der the  diredtion  of  captain  Monfoii 
as  fenior  officer,  and  ctofi'ed  a  ford 
near  the  call  angle  of  the  fort.  Im- 
mediatelv  upon  gaining  t!ie  iiland, 
captain  Monfon  pulhed  for  the  fort; 
but  the  eafiern  gate  was  unfortu- 
nately Hint,  and  the  bridge  drawn 
up.  Difappointed  in  his  hope  of  fur- 
prizing  the  fort,  he  pafiedcr.  thrsugh 
the  middle  of  the  idand,  until  he 
arrived  at  the  other  fide  of  it,  tak- 
ing pofl:  partly  on  a  bridge  o^'er  a 
canal,  and  partly  at  a  redoubt, 
which  pfotefted  the  fouthern  ford. 

Colonel  Kncix,M  the  head  of  the 
f'^cond  party  cf  this  divided  column, 
crofied  the  ford  in  a  few  minutes 
after  the  preceding  party;  but  ar- 
riving at  the  iiland  turned  to  the  left, 
in  a  contrary  direction  to  the  route  cf 
captainMonfon,  and  readied  without 
much  impediment  the  pettah  of 
Shahir  Gapjam,  which  he  found 
abandoned  by  the  enem.y.  He  was 
now  near  the  great  garden  at  the 
wellern  pointof  the  iiland.  Here  he 
in  vain  waited  to  be  joined  by  the 
other  part  of  his  column,  which,  as 
we  have  obferved,  was  in  a  different 
quarter.  At  length,  hearing  a  firing 
at  the  ford  near  the  great  garden, 
which  he  rightly  fuppofed  might  be 
that  of  the  enemy,  difputing  the  paf- 
fage  of  the  Cavery  with  colonel  Max- 
well's divifion,  he  inftantly  difpatch- 
ed  ioia'i  troops  to  that  quarter,  whp 

taking 
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taking  tl^^e  Pvlyforeans  in  fi.ink,  captain  Monfon  likewife  quitted^S 
quickly  dif'perfed  them,  and  thus  ie-  pofition  on  the  fouthern  fide  of  tisc 
cured  an  cafy  paiTage  for  colonel  ifland,  and  marched  to  the  fame  polh 
Maxwell.  ^  The  rear  column  of  the  centre 

Net  long  a^rj^  colonel  Knox  had  .-divifion,  under  the  immediate  com* 
reached  the  illand,  captain  Hunter,     mand  of  lord  Cornwallis,  took  poft 


with  a  third  party  of  the  fame  co 
lumn,  came  to  the  Cavery,  bat  mif- 
fing the  regular  ford,  crofied  it  im- 
mediately oppcfite  to  the  rajah's 
garden  or  Dowlat  Bauo;,  of  which 
he  took  poficfiion.  Not  conceiving 
that  any  had  gained  the  ifiand  before 
him,  he  thought  it  beli  to  wait  in 
the  iituatjon  which  he  then  occu- 
pied, until  the  remainder  of  the  co- 
lumn fhould  arrive,  or  until  he  could 
learn  with  certainty  where  his  allili- 
ance  would  be  moll  efTcftual.  He 
was  however  foon  difcovered  by 
the  enemy,  who  finding  out  the 
fmallncfs  of  the  party,  colleiled  in 
great  number?,  and  even  brought 
feme  cannon  to  bear  upon  the  gar- 
den. Perceiving,  therefore,  that  his 
poiitiou  would  not  be  long  tenable, 
particularly  tov^'ards  day-light,  l;e 
re-crofled  the  Cavery  under  a  heavy 
iirci  and  bad  the  good  fortune  to 
Join  lord  Coinwallis  at  a  very  criti- 
cal period. 

While  the  front  column  of  the 
centre  divifion  was  thus  in  various 
parts  fiicccfsful,  the  middle  column, 
commanded  by  colonel  Stuart,  '\w- 
mediately  after  palung  the  bound- 
iledge,  m.oved  to  the  left,  and  rout- 
ed the  right  wing  of  the  enemy. 
Colonel  Stuart  then  advanced  to  the 
fultan's  redoubt,  which  he  found 
abandoned.  Proceeding  fcillto  the 
left,  he  crofTed  the  Cavery  at  the 
very  ford  which  colonel  Maxwell 
had  juft  palled,  and  arriving  on  the 
ifland,  joined  both  colonel  Maxwell's 
and  colonel  Knox's  parties,  taking 
command  of  the  whole  as  fenior 
cfficer.     A   little  before   day-light 


at  the  fultan'.s  redoubt,  after  colonel 
Stuart  had  left  it,  waiting  with  ex- 
treme anxiety  for  a  jur.ftion  v.-ith 
geiveral  Medows ;  but  waiting  for 
hours  in  vain.  A  little  bef;ired::y- 
light  captain  Hunter  joined  his  lord- 
fi'.ip,  as  has  been  already  related; 
but  fcarcclv  had  his  troops  time  to 
replace  their  cartridges,  which  had 
been  damaged  in  their  re-crofiing  the 
Cavery,  before  a  connderable  body 
of  the  enemy  rallied,  and  began  an 
attack  with  much  impctucfity.  Al- 
though repeatedly  driven  back,  they 
again  advanced  to  the  charge;  and 
the  day  was  nearly  broken,  before 
they  were  finally  repulfed.  Lord 
Cornwallis  then  quitted  his  poft,  and 
retreated  towards  the  Pagoda  Hid. 
In  this  attack  his  left  hand  was 
grazed  by  a  mu/ket-ball. 

The  operations  of  the  centre  di- 
viiion  being  thus  detailed,  it  re- 
mains to  give  an  account  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  right  and  left  divi- 
fions.  General  Medows,  with  the 
right  divifion,  paffed  the  bound- 
hedge  vvithout  oppofition.  The 
officer  who  was  at  the  head  of  the 
front  column,  not  finding  any  enemy 
to  encounter  before  him,  but  per- 
ceiving on  his  right  a  ftrong  re- 
doubt.cailed  thcEad-Gah  or  Mofque 
re'.lcnbt,  immediateiv  wheeled  his 
column  tov;ards  it.  The  Myforeans, 
having  been  apprized  of  their  dan- 
ger, by  the  firing  which  they  had 
previoufiy  heard  i-n  other  quarters, 
v/ere  prepared  for  their  defence. 
The  confiicl  was  fevere,  and  for 
fome  time  doubtful;  but  the  poft 
was  at  length  carried  by  the  perfe- 

vering 


H  I  S.T  O  R  ^ 

verir?  fpirit  of  the  column,  who, 
driv'ing  the  enemy  from  the  redoubt, 
forced  them  upon   the  bavonets   of 
.the  main  body  of  the  divifion,  which 
was  by  this  time  formed  under  ge- 
neral Meadows   to  fupport  the  af- 
fault.     The  general  having  fecured 
this    port,  changed  his    route;  and 
agreeably  to    a    preconcerted  plan 
marched  rapidly  to  the  eaftward  to 
join  lord  Cornwallis;  but  unluckily, 
in    order    to   avoid   fome   fwampy 
ground,  he  made  a  greatsr  circuit 
than  he  intended,    and   croffing  the 
trr.ck,  by  which  the  cer.tre  divifion 
had  advanced,  without  obferving  it, 
arrived  at  iength,  to  his  inexpreilible 
furprize  and  vexation,  at  the  PagoJa 
Hill.     Here  ha  was  joined  by  lord 
Cornwallis  at  dav-bieak. 

The  lefc  divifion,  commaaded  by 
colonel  Maxwell,  which  was  ordered 
to  attack  the  redoubt  on  the  Pagoda 
Hill,  arrived  there  before  the  alarm 
became  general  in  the  fultan's  camp. 
After  a  flight  refinance,  this  ftrong 
and  important  poft  was  taken  with  a 
very  trifling  lofs.  The  troops  how- 
ever, in  defccnding  the  hill,  in  order 
to  proceed  againil  the  right  of  the 
fultan's  line,  were  conliderably 
galled  by  the  fire  of  the  enemy; 
but,  having  at  laft  formed  on  the 
plain,  they  foon  fucceeded  in  turning 
the  fultan's  fiank,  at  the  very  mo- 
ment that  he  was  preffed  in  front  by 
the  centre  divifion.  The  enemy 
giving  way,  colonel  Maxwell  pro- 
ceeded to  ths  ford,  ar.d  gained  the 
ifland^  where,  as  before  has  been  re- 
lated, he  joined  the  other  parties, 
which  had  penetrated  to  the  fam.e 
qviarter. 

When  day-light  a]5peared,  the  ful- 
tan  was  enabled  to  eftimate  his  lofTes. 
Driven  from  his  fortified  cai'iip,  and 
only  fharing  the  ifiand  itfelf  v.ith 
his  enemies,  he  found  himfelf  r^- 
VoL.  XXXTV. 
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duced  to  a  moft  alarming  fituation. 
He  did  not  however  fit  down  in  def- 
pair,  and  waile  his  time  in  fruiclefs 
exclamations,  bnt  i;nmediately  en- 
deavoured to  retrieve  the  misfor- 
tunes of  the  night. 

Colonel  Stuart,  as  has  been  ob- 
ferved,  wa?  in  poiTeiHoT  of  the  Laal 
Baug,  at  the  weftern  extremity  of  the 
iiland.     Here  the  fultan  made  his 
firft  attempt;  but  found  the  colonel  ' 
too  fecurely  po.led  to  be  driven  from 
his  nofition.     Abandoning  therefore 
this  enterprize,  he  next  difpatched  a 
body  of  troops   to    retake  the   re- 
doubt on  the  northern  fide  of  the 
Cavery,   which  was   called  the  ful- 
tan's redoubt,  where  only  a  party  of 
about  one   hundred  and  fifty  men 
had  been  left  by  the  column  under 
lord  Cornv/allis  on  its  retreat  in  the 
night.     The'guns  of  the  fort,  which 
were  within  reach,  opened  upon  it 
in  the  morning,   and  focn  cleared 
the  gorge  of  the  redoubt,  which  was 
much  cxDofed  towards   the   iiland. 
The  Mvibreans   then  advanced  to 
the  afiault;  but  were  repulfed  with 
confiderable   lofs.     The  day  grew 
extremely  hot;  yet  could  no-ta  drop 
of  water  be  procured  in  the  redoubt 
for*  thofe  who  were  finking  under 
their  wounds,  and  dying  with  thirfl; 
a   fecond   attack  v.-as   dreaded,   as 
frefh  troops  feemed  to  be  advancing, 
v.'hile  but  little  hope  was  entertain^j^ 
of  cffedlually  oppofing  them,  from  a 
deficiency  of  cartridges,  almoll  all 
of  which  had  been  expended  in   the 
preceding  conteft.     At  this  critical 
m.oment  two   bullocks   laden   with 
ammunition  were   cbferved    in  the 
ditch,  whither  they  had  accidentally 
wandered  during  the  night.  Scarcely 
however  were  new  means  of  refif^- 
ance  thus  fortunately  procured,  be- 
fore another  and  bolder  a:t?ck  com- 
menced, but  to  as  littlq  parpofc  as 
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the  former.  Refolved  if  poflible  to 
recover  this  important  ftation,  the 
enemy  approached  a  third  time,  and 
were  a  third  time  driven  back,  leav- 
ing the  Englifh  complete  mailers  of 
the  poil. 

The  mortified  fultan,  perceiving 
every  attempt  to  regain  what  he 
had  loll  ineffeftual,  withdre.v  all 
his  troops  from  the  northern  fide  of 
the  ifland,  and  prepared  with  unre- 
mitting fatigue  for  the  defence  of 
the  fort,  a! moil  the  only  place  of 
confequence  he  retained  in  his  ex- 
tehfive  eriDpire.  The  ground,  on 
which  he  had  been  lately  encamped, 
was  inmiediately  after  occupied  by 
the  allied  armies. 

In  this  perilous  fituation  he  felt 
the  neceflity  of  negociat ing,  if  pof- 
fible,  an  immediate  peace.  While 
he  yet  retained  a  fhadow  of  inde- 
pendence, fomething  he  thought 
might  be  expeded  from  the  policy 
as  well  as  generofity  of  the  Englifli, 
who  might  only  vvilh  to  reduce,  not 
to  annihilate,  the  Myforean  confe- 
quence. With  this  view  he  releafed 
the  officers  who  had  been  made 
captives  at  Coimbetore,  and,  after 
having  loaded  them  with  prcfents, 
fent  them  to  the  Britifh  camp,  en- 
treating them  to  ufe  their  influence 
with  lord  Cornwallis  to  open  a  ne- 
gociation  for  peace. 

At  the  fame  time,  however,  that 
he  embraced  this  pacificatory  mea- 
fure,  his  aftive  mind,  ever  fruitful  in 
ftralagems,  projected  another  more 
expeditious  mode  of  extricating 
himfelf  from  his  difficulties,  which 
was  no  lefs  than  making  at  once  a 
bold  attempt  on  the  life  of  lord 
Corn'.vallis.  The  very  day  on  which 
he  releafed  the  officers,  his  cavalry 
were  obferved  to  quit  their  encamp- 
ment on  the  fouthcrn  fide  of  the  Ca- 
very ;    but   as   it  was  conjedlured 


that  they  were  going  to  prote<5^ 
forne  dillant  convoy,  little  notice 
was  then  ralten  of  it.  On  the 
morning  of  he  ihbfequent  day  they 
contrived  to  get  between  the  Ni- 
zam's and  the  Britilh  camp  undif- 
covered.  A  party  of  them,  who 
were  millaken  for  the  Nizam's 
troops,  immediately  advanced  to- 
wards the  Britifn  lines,  and  enquiring 
for  the  tent  of  the  commander,  were 
directed  to  colonel  Duff's,  whom, 
as  being  commandins:  officer  of  ar- 
tillery, it  was  fuppofed  they  wanted. 
Inllantly  drawing  their  fwords  they 
puflied  for  the  tent  to  which  they 
had  been  direded,  cutting  down  a 
few,  who  oppoied  them  ;  but  before 
they  found  time  to  execute  their 
project,  perceiving  themfelves  likely 
to  be  overpowered,  they  turned  back 
and  galloped  off  with  precipita- 
tion. 

Nothing  of  importance  afterwards 
occurred,  until  the  arrival  of  gene- 
ral Abercromby  with  the  Bombay 
army,  who  furniihed  a  reinforce- 
ment of  about  2000  European  and 
4000  native  troops. 

In  confequence  of  the  fultan'^ 
overtures,  a  negoc  ation  for  peace 
was  now  opened.  Lord  Cornwallis 
was  neverthelefs  incefl'antly  bulled 
in  making  preparations  for  an  at- 
tack on  the  fort,  which  after  fome 
deliberation  he  thought  would  be 
moll  prafticable  on  the  northern 
fide,  acrofs  the  Cavery.  As  the 
ereftion  of  batteries  in  the  day-time 
within  gKn-fhot  of  the  fort  appeared 
to  be  an  undertaking  of  much  ha- 
zard and  difficulty,  he  refolved  to 
eredl  them  during  the  night,  while 
he  tried,  by  way  cf  a  diverfion,  to 
beat  up  the  enem.y's  camp  on  the 
other  fide  of  the  ifland.  A  de- 
tachment was  accordingly  fent  on 
the  latter  enterprise,  which  by  a 
confiderable 
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Cohfiderable  detour  arrived  at  the 
place  of  its  dcftinatiou  undifcovercd, 
when  an  immediate  (laughter  com- 
menced. About  100  troopers  with 
200  horfes  were  killed  before  any 
effeftual  rehl^ance  was  attempted  ; 
but  the  alarm  then  becoming  gene- 
ral, the  detachment  retreated,  and 
gained  its  former  ftation  without  the 
lofs  of  a  fmgle  man.  The  coniler- 
nation,  which  this  ipirited  attack  oc- 
cafioned,  engaged  the  fukan's  atten- 
tion on  the  fouthern  fide  of  theifland, 
M'hile  batteries  were  conllrudling 
without  moleflation  on  the  northern 
fide,  within  800  yards  of  the  walls 
of  the  fort.  At  the  break  of  day 
the  whole  proceeding  became  mani- 
feft.  Every  gun  which  could  be 
brought  to  bear  was  opened  upon 
the  newly-eredced  works,  while  par- 
ties of  infantry  crofied  the  river  to 
harafs  the  troops  ftationed  in  that 
quarter.  Convinced  at  length  of 
his  inability  to  interrupt  the  pro- 
grefs  of  the  fiege,  the  fultannext 
contrived  to  change  the  courle  ot  a 
canal  which  fupplied  the  allies  with 
water,  and  turn  it  into  tlie  Cavery, 
by  which  means  he  not  only  hoped 
to  deprive  his  enemies  of  the  ad- 
vantages refulting  from  a  ftream 
conftantly  running  through  their 
camp,  but  at  the  fame  time  to  in- 
creafe  the  hazard  of  an  aflault,  by 
fwelling  the  river  to  a  greater  height 
than  ufual.  The  diitrefs  of  the 
allies  however  was  but  of  fhort  da- 
ration;  for  a  detachment  was  im- 
mediately difpatched  10  inveltigate 
the  caufe  of  the  fudden  f;»ilure  in 
the  waters  of  the  canali  which  foon 
drove  the  Myforeans  from  the 
ground  they  occupied  on  its  banks, 
and  reconveyed  the  ftream  to  its  ac- 
cuilomed  channel. 

T7  1  1      The  fiege  foon  com- 
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and  all  the  batteries  opened  on  the 
fort,  while  general  Abercromby 
croiled  the  Carery  weft  of  v^eringa- 
patani,  and  took  poft  on  fome 
heights  on  the  fouth-weft  fide  of 
the  fort,  out  of  gun-fhot.  He  was 
not  however  able  to  effedl  this  al- 
teration in  his  poficion  without  much, 
refinance  from  t''e  enemy,  who 
more  than  once  attempted,  but  in 
^'ain,  to  prevent  him  from  execut<- 
ing  his  intentions.  When  polled  to 
liis  vv'iftics,  he  was  ordered  to  pof- 
fefs  himlelf  of  a  redoubt  and  a  grove 
beyond  it,  which  were  fituated  be- 
tween him  and  the  fort.  A  fmall 
party  were  fent  towards  night  for 
this  purpofe;  but  being  obierved  by 
the  enemy,  they  v.ere  otj  the  fubfe- 
quent  morning  vigoroufly  attacked. 
Compelled  to  retreat  from  a  want  of 
ammunition,  they  were  purfued  in  a 
very  diforderly  and  tumultuous 
manner  ;  when  inftantly  advancing 
again,  they  brificly  charged  and 
routed  the  IVIyforeans.  The  enemy 
however,  with  a  ftrong  reinforce- 
ment, appeared  a  fecond  time,  and  a 
fecond  time,  labouring  under  the 
fame  deficiency  as  before,  were  our 
troops  obliged  to  retreat;  but  for- 
tunately meeting  a  battalion  with  a 
lupply  of  cartridges,  they  returned, 
and  after  an  obilinatie  conflidl  re- 
mained complete  mafters  of  the 
difputed  ground. 

At  the  principal  point  of  attack 
on  the  northern  fide  of  the  ifian.l, 
a  fecond  parallel  had  been  com- 
pleted, within  6co  yards  of  the 
fort,  and  the  fpot  was  marked  out  for 
the  breaching  batteries  within  500 
yards,  when  orders  were    p  ,  , 

fuddenly  ifiiied  to  defift  ^  *^^*  ^4^^' 
from  the  operations  of  the  fige, 
announcing  at  the  fame  time  the  ter- 
mination of  hoftilities. 

Lord  Cornwallis,  with  the  repre- 
\p'\    z  fen:atives 
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fentatives   of  the   Nizam   and  the 
Mahrattahs,had  afftnted  to  the  ful- 
tan's  propofal  fcr  the  appointment 
of  commiffioners  to  fettle  the  terms 
of  a  peace.     Meetings  were  in  con- 
fequence   held   on  the   15th,    16th, 
19th,  and    2 1  ft    of  February;    but 
nothing  decifive  was  adopted  until 
the  24th,  when  the  progrefs  of  the 
fiege  became  more  and  m.ore  alarm- 
ing, and  the  moment  feemed  rapidly 
approaching,  in  which  the  capital 
itielf  was  likely  to  be  completely 
fubdued  by  the  allied  forces.  Aban- 
doned by  his  troops,  crouds  of  whom 
were    continually   defsrting    to  his 
enemies,  deprived  of  almoft  all  fup- 
plies,  cooped  up  in  one  corner  of  a 
fmall  ifland,  in  a  poft  which  he  could 
not  flatter  himfelf  would  be  long 
tenable,  but  which  he  had  neverthe- 
lefs  determined  to  preferve  or  perilh, 
and  perceiving  his  enemies  at  the 
fame  time  flufhed  with  repeated  con- 
qcuefts,  and  in  daily  expeftation  of 
receiving  a  confiderable  acceffion  of 
ilrength  by  the  junftion  of  Parferam 
Bhow,  as  well  as  by  reinforcements 
from  the  fouth,  the  humbled  mo- 
narch  at   length  fubmitted  to    the 
terms    propofed    to    him.       Thefc 
terms  were — ift,  that  he  Ihould  cede 
one  half  of  his  dominions   to  the 
allied  powers ;   2dly,  tliat  he  fhould 
pay  three  crores  and  thirty  lacks  of 
rupees  ;  5dly,  that  he  fhould  unequi- 
vocally   reftore    all    the    psifoners, 
•which  had  been  taken  by  the  My- 
foreans  from  the  timeof  Hyder  Ally; 
and  4thly,  that   two  of  his   three 
eldell  fons   fhould  be  delivered   np 
as  hoftages  for  the  due  performance 
cf  the  treaty.    In  conformity  to  fuch 
hard   but  perhaps  neceflary  term^, 
two   ©f  the  fultan's  f*ns  were  fent 
with   great    pomp   to    the    Englifli 
camp.     The  princes  are  faid,  by  a 
gentleman  who   was  prefcnt,   ■''  to 
Lave   been  dreffed   in   long  white 


muflin  gowns,  and  red  turbans.  They 
had  feveral  rows  of  large  pearls 
round  their  necks,  from  v/hich  was 
fufpended  an  ornament,  confiding  of 
a  ruby  and  an  emerald  of  confider- 
able fize,  fnrrounded  by  large  bril- 
liants; and  in  their  turbans  each  had 
a  fprig  of  rich  pearls.  Bred  up  from 
their  infancy  with  infinite  care,  and 
inftrudled  in  their  manners  to  imitate 
the  rcferve  and  politenefs  of  age,  it 
ailonilhed  all  prefent  to  fee  the  cor- 
rednels  and  propriety  of  their  con- 
dud." 

Notwithflanding  the  ratification 
of  the  preliminary  articles  of  peace, 
and  the  delivery  of  the  young  princes 
into  the  hands  of  lord  CornwaUis, 
the  definitive  treaty  proceeded  but 
flowly  ;  fo  much  fo,  that  at  one  time 
preparations  were  adtually  ordered 
for  re-commencing  the  fiege.  Tha 
fultan  however  at  lafl  affented  to  the 
arrangements,  which  ^^^^^  ^  .  - 
were     propofed     to  -^ 

him. 

The  divifion  of  the  acquired  ter- 
ritories was  of  ccurfe  made  in  a 
manner,  which  beft  fuited  the  in? 
terefls  of  the  different  powers.  The 
Nizam  and  theMahrattahs  were  each 
rewarded  with  a  large  northern  di- 
ftrift  adjoining  to  their  refpedive 
dominions.  All  the  country  be- 
tween the  Gauts  and  the  Carnatic, 
extending  from  Amboor  to  the  moft 
fouthern  bend  of  the  river  Cavery 
juft  above  Caroor  (except  the  Coim- 
betore)  with  the  addition  of  the  fort 
of  Dindigul  and  its  dilirid,  on  the 
eaftern  iide  of  Myfore,  and  on  the- 
weftern,  all  the  tra£l  of  the  Mala- 
bar eoaft,  from  Chitwa  to  Declah, 
were  ceded  to  the  EngliUi.  The 
boundary  line,  internally,  was  car-„ 
ried  round  the  Coorg  country,  to 
the  great  m.ortificaticn  of  the  fultan, 
v/ho  was  highly  exafperated  againft 
the  rajah. 

TM 
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The  advantages  which  have  ac- 
crued  to  the  company   from    this 
treaty,  amply  appear  to  counterba- 
lance the  enormous  expences  of  the 
war.       By  the   acquiiitions  in   the 
neighbourhood  of  the  Carnatic,  and 
the  confequent  pofTeffion  of  the  fe- 
veral  paffes  from  Myfore,  a  confi- 
dsrabb    augmentation   of  revenue, 
and  a  greater  protection  from  hof- 
tile  incurlions,  have  been  obtained 
ip  a  very  important  quarter;  v/hile 
on   the  IVlalabar    coall,    where   we 
owned  but  little  before,  a  portion  of 
rich  territory  has  been  allotted  to 
us,  which,  excluiive  of  its  own  com- 
piercial  coafequence,  by  being  at- 
tached to  theprefidency  of  Bombay, 


will  at  once  tend  to  increafe  the  fe- 
curity  of  that  prefidency,  and  en- 
hance its  value. 

The  wife  moderation  of  thofe 
councils,  which  direflt.*d  only  a  par- 
tial divifion  of  the  conquered  coun- 
tries, cannot  be  too  much  pralfe.^. 
For  had  not  a  fufScient  extent  of 
dominion  been  left  to  Tippoo  Sul- 
tan, to  make  him  refpeftable,  and 
Hill  in  fome  degree  formidable  to 
his  neighbours,  the  balance  of  power 
in  India  might  have  been  again  ma- 
terially aheaed,  the  future  adjuft- 
ment  of  which  would  have  led  to 
new  wars.  The  treaty  was  a  re- 
turn, as  far  as  circumltances  would 
allow,  to  our  old  and  trije  policy. 


C     H     A     P.       XL      ' 

Puhlic  attention  to  the  Indian  ivar  and  Riijian  negociation.     Riots  at  Bir- 
iningham.        Their   cait/es    and  origin.       Charges    of  the    dij/enters,    and 
anj-jjer   of  the    church    party.        Opening    of    the  fefficn   of  parliament. 
Speech  from  the    throne.      Addrefs  moved  in  the  houfe  of  lords.       Lord 
Stormont.     Amendment    on    the    addrefs    in    the  houfe  of  commins,     Bcah 
fides  of  the  houfe  exprefs  fatisfaclion  at  the  marriage  of  the  duke  of  Torky 
and  at  the  fiourijhing  fiate  of  the  re-'jenue.     Ruffian  negociation  attacked, 
and  defended.       His  majffly^ s  recom?nendation  of  the   repeal  of  taxes  re- 
prefentea  as  a  breach  of  pri-uilege.     Supported  as  perfectly  proper  and  con- 
Jlitutional.      OmiJJion  of   Birmingham    riots  in  his  jnajefifs  fpiech.     Mi- 
nifry  challenge  an  enquiry  into  the  conducl  of  go'oernment  durin^r  the  riots. 
War   in  India  confidered  on  one  fide  as  difajtrous,  on  the  other  as   dif- 
tinguijhed  by  brilliant  fucceffes.      Mr.   Fox.     The    chancellor   of  the    ex- 
chequer^s  fpeech  on  the  fate  cf   the  finances.       Repeal  of  certain    taxes. 
Mr.    Pitt's  fiatement  controuerted   by    Mr.   Sheridan.      Mr.    Fox.     Mr. 
Pittas  reply.     Houfe  of  lords.     Earl  of  Guildford.     Lord  Ra-Mdon.     Na- 
tional debt  bill  brought  in  by  Mr.  Pitt.     Oppofed  by  Mr.  Fox.     Mr.  Fox 
cenfurss  the  minijler  for  not   reducing  the  four  per  cents,  tvben   the  three 
•r^ere  at  96  or  97.     The   opportunity  hji.     Mr.  Pitt's  defence  of  his  con- 
duit,    Ejlablifhment  for  the  duke  and  duchefs  of  York.     Mr.  Pitt  and  Mr. 
Fox    coincide   in  opinion.       Mr.  Burdon  propofes  to   grant   an    annuity  of 
f.  10,000  only  injlead  of  one  of  £.  1 8,000.     Propofal  oppofed  by  Mr.  Fox, 
Mr.  Pitt  fupports  Mr.  Fox,     Mr.  Burden's   propofal  rejeded  'without  ^ 
di'-vifion. 


rr^HE  Indian  war,  previous  to     patches,   which   conveyed   the   in- 
the  arrival   of  ths  kil  dif-     telligence  of  its   termination,  in- 
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tereded  in  a  great  degree  all  parties 
at  hrme,  alternaiely  raifingand  de- 
preffing  the  public  expeftation. 
At  the  ccmmencerrept  cf  the  year, 
when  Parliament  refumed  its  de- 
liberaticns,  ir formation  had  been 
reieived  of  Lord  Cornwallis's  re- 
treat from  Seiingapatam,  an  event, 
whic'"!,  with  refpeft  to  its  probable 
ccnf  quences,  aftorded  a  wide  field 
for  ccp.jeflure. 

Nor  was  the  public  attention 
fole'y  dirt'fted  to  Indian  occurren- 
ces. Our  interference  between 
Ruflla  and  the  Porte  had  been  vi-arm- 
ly  and  fuccefsfully  oppofed  both  in 
and  cut  of  parliament;  the  confe- 
quence  of  which  was,  that  the  mi- 
nil^ry  were  compelled  to  lower  their 
liril  demands,  and  change  ihe  high 
tone  nf  their  language  towards  the 
emprefs.  On  this  occafion  the  Duke 
of  Lteds  refigned  the  feals,  as  fe- 
creiary  of  ftate  for  the  fcreign  de- 
partm'  .'.t. 

We  have  noticed,  in  our  former 
volume, the  part  which  a  gentleman 
allied  to  Mr.  Fox  was  fuppofed  to 
have  ia.ken,  relative  to  the  nego- 
ciations  at  the  court  of  Peterfburgh. 
Not  only  the  circumllances  of 
his  appearance  there,  gave  fcope 
to  unfavouiable  co.  jecture,  but  a 
lette-,  addrtfled  by  him  to  his  il- 
ludrious  relation  in  England,  was 
reported  to  have  fallen  into  the 
hands  of  miniftry,  which  confirmed 
them  in  their  former  fuTpicions. 
The  contents  of  this  letter  were 
never  publicly  known ;  but  legal 
opinions  were  faid  to  have  been 
tak"n,  whether  it  did  not  afford  faf- 
ficicnt  grounds  for  a  criminal  pro- 
fecution.  On  mature  confideration, 
however,  eithsr  from  motives  of 
delicacy  as  to  tbe  manner  in  which 
it  had  been  obtained,  or  from  a  pcr- 
fuafipn  chat  it  could  only  furnifh  a 


charge  of  imprudence  at  moH  againfl: 
the  writer,  or  of  its  inefiiciency  to 
prove  any  criminal  approbation  in 
the  perfon  for  whom  it  was  intended, 
the  thought  of  an  impeachment  ap- 
pears to  have  been  relinquiflied, 
although  intimations  of  that  kind 
were  thrown  out  in  the  debates  of 
the  fubfequent  feffion.  Previous  in- 
deed to  the  meeting  of  parliament, 
the  fubjeft  had  been  fo  much  ru- 
m.oured  abroad,  that  fome  ftrong 
meafure  was  generally  expedled  to 
take  place. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  oppofi- 
tion  threatened  an  enquiry  into  the 
conduft  of  admiriiilration  for  the 
culpable  partiality  which  was  faid 
to  have  been  manifefted  in  the  rints 
of  Birming-ham.  Thofe  unhappy  dif- 
turbances  were  attributed  by  diffe- 
rent parties,  as  might  indeed  be  ex- 
pe(5leJ,  to  very  different  caufes.  And 
as  nianv  afferted  them  to  have  arifen 
fro".i  popular  indignation  at  the  po- 
litical doftrines  maintained  by  feve- 
ral  leading  men  among  the  diffen- 
tcrs,  in  various  publications  of  that 
time,  and  at  the  connexion  termed 
by  the  fame  pcrfons  with  certain 
political  focieties,  which  had  awak- 
ened the  fufpicions  of  the  country, 
by  the  democratical  tendency  of 
their  proceedings;  it  will  illuftrate 
the  iubfi-q^uent  debates,  to  begin  the 
narraiive'with  a  view  of  that  conduct, 
which  is  fuppoled  to  have  been  re- 
fented  in  fo  unwarrantable  a  m.anner. 

From  the  period  of  the  difpute 
between  Mr.  Fox  and  Mr.  Burke, 
vvliich  has  been  already  narrated, 
the  admirers  of  the  French  revolu- 
tion (it  was  faid)  conceived,  that 
they  had  gained  a  triumph  in  what 
they  reprefented  as  the  expulfion  of 
the  latter  gentleman  from  the  partv 
of  oppofition.  The  members  of 
the  revolution  fociety  then  appear- 
ed 
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ed  to  enter  into  a  more  avowed  cor- 
refpondence  witli  the  jacobin  clubs 
in  France,  to  afrume  a  lefs  referved 
ftyle,  and  to  give  Ibme  exprcls  in- 
timations   of    their   principles  and 
views.  One  flriking  inftanoe  of  tiicx. 
clofe    connexion   with    the  jacobin 
club  at  Paris,  appeared  on  the  flight 
of  the  French  king  to  Vareiiiiea  in 
June  1 79 1.     Tne  Jacobins  addref- 
ied  a  circular  letter  upon   that  oc- 
cafion  to  all  the  focieties,  which  were 
atiiliated  with  them  ;  and  a  copy  of 
taat  very  letter   was  received  and 
publiflied  here  in  the,  newfpapers  of 
the  day,   by  the  revolution   fcciety, 
in    acceptance    of  fuch    affiliation. 
It  was  even  reported  at  the  time  *, 
that  the  advice  of  the  fociety  at  the 
London  Tavern  in  a  great  degree 
guided  the  counfels  of  the  motlier- 
ciub  at  Paris,  and  through  thatchan- 
nel  even  influenced  the  aftual  niea- 
fures   of  the  national   afl'embly  it- 
felf. 

Some  of  the  principal  perfons  in 
this  fociety,  and  a  large  proportion 
of  the  general  niafs,  were  diifenters. 
lielides  Dr.  Price,  who  was  a  very 
confpicuous  member,  but  who  died 
early  in  the  year  1 791,  we  find  f  on 
the  iifl  the  names  of  Dr.  Kippis,  Dr. 
Rees,  and  Dr.  Towers,  men  whole 
literary  abilities  and  moral  cha- 
radlers,  in  proportion  as  they  juftly 
added  weight  to  the  aflbciation,  only 


gave  it   fo  much  greater  power  of 
doing  harm:   not  to  mention  many 
other  gentlemen  of  the  fame  religi- 
ous cimmunion,  who  were  not  lefs 
relpetSable,  though  lefs  known  to 
the  world.  The  conliitutional  fociety, 
which  trod  in  the  fame  fleps,  was 
compofed  in  a  great  meafure  of  the 
fame  individual  perfons,  or  at  leaft 
of  perfons  of  a  fimilar  defcription. 
^About  this   period  likevvife  a  third 
fociety  (the  Unitarian)  came  under 
the  obfervation  of  the  public,  formed 
wholly  of  diffenters,   the  objeft  of 
wr.ich  might  have  been  fuppofed  to 
be  folely  of  a  religious  tendency, 
but  which,  as  it  appears  by  accounts 
evidently   proceeding    from    them- 
lelves,  was  applied  to  a  diretSt  po- 
litical purpofe.     At  the  commence- 
ment of  the  year  1791  I,  a  mc^eting 
of  this  fociety  was  held,  at  which  Dr. 
Pricllk  V  prefided;  where,  after  fe- 
vcral  political  toafts  had  been  drunk. 
Dr.  Kippis  arofe,  and  pronouncing 
a  hig!:  panegyric  on  the  French  re- 
volution, as  "  an  event  calculated 
"  to  ameliorate  the  condition  of  man 
"  over  all  the  earth,"  propofed  to 
commemorate   the    annivcrfary    of 
it  on  the  fubfequent   14th  of  July, 
This  propofltion,  being  leconded  by 
Dr.  Towers  in  a  fpeech  replete  with 
fimilar  fentiments,  was  unanimoufly 
adopted. 

Dr.   Frieftley  intended   to  keep 


*  This,  which  was  not  then  denied,  has  fince  been  declared  by  publifhing  the 
corrdpcndence  of  the  fociety ;  where,  btfides  the  circular  letter  above  mentioned, 
will  be  found  another  letter  of  this  period  :  It  is  dated  on  the  30th  of  June  1791. 
*'  We  allure  you,"  (lays  the  committee  of  the  jacoi)in  club  to  the  fociety  here) 
"  tjiat  vi-e  have  examined  wiih  caie  the  various  objefls,  which  your  preceding 
"  letters  confided  10  our  iblicitude,  and  that  tue  ha've  follo--wed  your  intentions  in 
"  the  different  cojnmittees  of  the  national  (.jjembly  .""^     Sec  App.  to  Chron.  p.  140^!^. 

t  See  the  names  of  the  committee  of  corrtfpondence  for  1791-2;  App.  to 
Chron.  p.  134*.  Dr.  Kippis,  Dr.  Rees,  and  one  or  two  other*,  afterwards 
publicly  declared  that  they  had  taken  no  aciual  part  in  the  coneipoi.dence. 

X  The  account  of  this  meeting  having  been  particularly  commented  on  in  the 
ccurfe  of  thepailinmentaiy  debates,  it  will  be  found  in  a  note  en  Chapter  XIV. 

[L/]  4  this 


312]      ANNUAL    REGISTER,  1792. 

this    feftival    at   Birmingham,    the    borrowed,  as  peculiarly  happy,  from 
place  of  his  accuftoraed  reiidence.     Dr.  Price.      This  country,  he  de- 
where, on  various  accounts,  but  prin-     clared    to  be  approaching  with  aa 
cipally  on  account  of  his   fuppofed    accelerated  motion  towards  a  great 
political   tenets,    he    had   been   for    crifis,  fimilar  to  tiiat  which  had  oc.- 
forne  time   pail  highly  unpopular,    cafioned  the  French  revolution;  and 
This    unpopularity  was    much   en-     if  other  nations  inould  be  as  much 
creafed  by  the   appearance  of  va-    benefited  by  the  refult,  as  France 
rious  publications  from  his  pen  dur-    in  his    opinion  was  likely  to   b?, 
ing   his    abfence  in   London,     His    he    did   not    fcruple   to  pronounce 
dllcourfej-delivsred  to  thcfupporters    «•'  that  great   crifis,  dreadful  as  it 
of  the  New    College  at    Hackney,     «  might  be  in  profpedt,  a  conium- 
011  the  27th  of  April,  was  written     "  mation  devoutly  to  be  wilhed  *.'* 
in  a  ilyle  more  free  and  animated.         Sentiments  fuch  as  thefe,  coming 
than    that  in  which  he  ufually  in-     from  a  perfon  of  Dr.  Prie'dlcy's  re- 
dulged  ;    and   feemed  to  have  been     fpectc..biiity  and  confequence  among 
com.pofed  under  the  full  impreffion,    the  dilTenters,  gave  fcope  for  fevere 
that  we  were  at  the  eve  of  great    animadverfion.     At  the  fame  ti^me 
revolutions  both  in  cjwrch  and  Itate,    it  is  neceffary  to  remark,  that  ex- 
and  that  the  inftitution  at  Hackney    clufive  of  all  political  confiderations, 
would  fiiortly    become    fublervient    local    circumllances    feem   to  have 
to  the  advancement  and  perfedion    produced  a  kind  of  party  animofity 
of  civil  and   religious  liberty,  ac-     between  the  diifenting  and  church 
cording  to  his  notions  of  both.     In     interefcs  in  the  town  of  Birming- 
his   funeral  fermon  on  Dr.  Price,    ham,  where  the  dilTenters  had  for 
he  boalied  of  the  {hare  which  his    fome  years  pciTeired  the  civil  power 
deceafed  friend  had  in  the  events    of  the  bailiwick,  by  combining  to- 
of  the  French  revolution,  and   in    gcther,  and  keeping  to  themfelves 
coniequence  compared  Ivis  death  to     the  nominaiion  of  all  the  public  of- 
that  "  of  a  warrior  in  the  moment    ficers ;  an  afcendancy,  which  lately 
«' of  victory."  Anoii'K^r  moreprofef-    had  exfited  much  jealoufy. 
fedly  political  work  of  his,  in  the        So  unpropitious  was  the  period 
beginning  ol  the  fame  year,  con-    to  their  views,  when  the  diflenters 
tained  many  paflages  yet  more  ex-     of  Birmingham  i:;ealoufly  promoted 
plicit.     He  praifed   the  Americans    the  projeit  of  celebrating  the  an- 
as having  fet  a  glorious  example  to    niverfary  of  the  French  revolution. 
France,  and  the  whole  world;  and    Previous,  however,  to  the  appointed 
the  particular  topic  of  his    praife    time,  a  hand-bill  of  a  molt  infiam-  ' 
was,  that  "  they  had  formed  a  com-    matory  defc:  iption  appeared,  which 
"  pletely  new  government  on  the    had  a  diredt  reference  to  the  pro- 
*•'  principles  of  equal  liberty,  and  ^  pofed  ccmmemorat-ron,  and  was  cal- 
"  the  right'i  of  man — Without  nobles    culated  to  excite  in  the  populace  a 
<•  —qjuiii^cui  hijfjcps-^and  ^jcithout  a    dangerous  fpirit  of .  revolt    againil 
<='  king'"    an   expreiliOn   whicli  he    the   government    of   the    country. 

*>  Tl.efe  three  paiTages  lafl:  alluded  to,  are  in  the  letters  to  Mr.  Surke  p.  40— 
p-  'isi — aj>d  !>.  154.  I  he  two  laft  have  been  abitrafreu  tor  .hortncia  in  tire  text, 
but  Without  theleall  aiteration  of  the  itdz, 

8  The 
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The  impreffion  which  it  produced, 
was  neverthelefs  v/idely  difFercnc 
from  what  feemed  to  be  intended. 
Indignation  againll  the  author 
of  t,ne  flagitious  doftrines  con- 
tained in  it,  rather  than  againft  the 
objcft  at  which  it  was  levelled, 
agitated  in  an  unufual  degree  tlie 
minds  of  the  common  p.-ople.  Ad- 
minillration  offered  a  reward  to  no 
purpofe  for  the  difcovery  of  the 
writer;  but  a  fchool-maller,  who 
was  a  pallor  oF  one  of  the  diilent- 
jng  congregations  in  Uirmingham, 
lay  under  very  Itrong  iuipicion;  and 
he  fuddenly  abfcondeu  without  any 
oftenfible  motive.  Ihe  rage  of  the 
multitude  was  increafed  by  this  in- 
cident, and  as  it  did  net  appear 
likely  to  iubfide,  the  idea  of  the  ce- 
lebration was  at  firft  relinquiilied, 
and  an  advertifement  to  that  effeft 
prepared;  but  unfortunately  for  the 
peace  of  the  town,  the  original  de- 
fign  was  atlail  revived,  and  an  in- 
difcreet  refolution  formed,  to  hold 
the  meeting  in  defi'ince  of  all  cla- 
mour. 

The  14th  of  July  arrived,  when 
crowds  of  people  furrounded  the 
door  of  the  hotel,  where  the  dinner 
Jaad.  been  ordered.  A  confiderable 
party,  however,  entered  the  houfe, 
amidft  the  hiffings  of  thofe  around 
i;,-  but  finding  the  tumult  increafe 
towards  the  evening,  they  retired 
at  an  early  hour :  Dr.  Prieltley 
himfelf,  with  very  commendable 
prudence,  Itad  abllaincd  from  the 
meeting.  Shortly  after  the  com- 
pany had  difperied,  the  populace, 
as  their  numbers  became  augment- 
ed, proceeded  to  break  the  v^'in- 
dows  of  the  hotel.  Not  fatisfied, 
however,  with  fuch  an  outrage, 
they  foon  hurried  to  Dr.  Prieitley's 
meeting,  and  burnt  it  to  the  ground. 
.^\fier  the  deitruftion  of  the  new 


they  attacked  the  c!d  rneeting, 
which  they  completely  gutted  and 
demolilhed,  but  did  not  fi-t  iire  to 
it,  on  account  of  its  contiguity  to 
other  buildings.  Dr.  Prit'ftley's 
houfe,  at  Fairhill,  next  followed 
the  fate  of  his  meeting;  but  the 
family;  by  being  previoufly  alarm- 
ed, had  providentially  efcaped.  On 
the  fubfcquent  day,  feveral  houies 
in  or  near  Birmingham,  were  either 
totally  con'umed,  or  (where  the 
application  of  fire  was  cileemed 
dangerous  to  the  adjoining  build- 
ings) llript  of  tlieir  furniture,  and 
otherwife  damaged.  Among  thefe 
were  the  houies  of  Mr.  Ryland, 
Mr.  Taylor,  and  Mr.  Kutton.  An 
attack  was  made  the  third  day  on 
the  feat  of  Mr.  G.  Humphreys, 
which  being  relolutely  defended  by 
fome  of  the  familv,  was  only  ra'n- 
Jhcked.  At  Mr.  W.  RufTel's  houfe, 
however,  the  populace  were  more 
fuccefsfijl,  and  carried  their  point 
without  oppofition.  Before  night, 
the  houfes,  of  lady  Carliampton, 
Mr.  Harwood,  and  Mr.  Hobfon  (a 
diilenting  minlfter)  were  all  ia 
flames  at  once.  Lady  Carhamp- 
ton's  was  the  property  of  Mr.  Tay- 
lor, whofe  elegant  manfion  at  Bor- 
deflcy  Hall  had  previoufly  fallen  a 
facrificc.  The  deprcd:.tion5  were 
continued  on  the  fourth  day  (Sun- 
day) v/hen  the  rioters  proceeded  into 
the  country,  and  burnt  the  meet- 
ing, as  well  as  dwelling- houie  of 
the  diiTenting  minill'er,  at  Kings- 
v/ood,  and  the  houfe  and  out-houfes 
of  a  farmer,  at  Worftock.  At 
length,  however,  a  military  force 
arrived,  much  to  the  joy  of  the  in- 
habitants, and  foon  relloied  the 
tranquillity  of  the  town..  Without 
t!ie  alTiflance  of  the  foidiery,  all  op- 
pofition feemed  fruitlefs ;  and  fo 
iniide^uate  wao  the  civil  powiir  to 
'^  ■jcfillance. 
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refiftaoce,  that  the  magillrates  of  the 
neighbourhcod  thought  themfelves 
under  the  neceflity  of  temporizing 
with  the  muhifude,  as  the  only  ex- 
pedient in  their  power  to  allay  that 
fury,  which  they  could  net  fubdiic; 
a  meafure  afterwards  much  noticed 
and  vehemently  cenfured  by  the  op- 
pofition  in  parliament. 

Several  of  the  fuppofed  rin?:- 
leaders  in  thefe  riots  were  appre- 
hended and  imprifoned ;  twelve  of 
whom  were  tried  at  Warwick,  but 
only  four  found  guilty.  Of  thofe 
four,  two  were  executed  ;  the  other 
two  being  reprieved,  in  confidc- 
ration  of  fome  circumilances  which 
appeared  after  their  trials,  and 
which  pointed  them  out  as  proper 
objects  for  roya!  clemency.  At 
Worcefter  five  were  tried;  but 
only  one  was  condemned,  and  he 
■was  executed. 

Though  the  immediate  occafion 
of  thefe  aftlidiing  events  had  appa- 
lentlyno  connexion  whatfcever  with 
any  thing  religious,  yet  the  dilTenters 
feemed  tolhink,  that  the  fequel  af- 
i^rded  them  a  fair  opportunity  of 
interefling  the  public  feeling  in 
their  favour,  by  reprefenting  them- 
felves as  men  in  a  ftate  of  aftual 
perfecution.  Accordingly  they 
made  common  caufe  with  the  mofi: 
diHinguifhed  fufterer,  vvhofe  emi- 
nence in  literature  and  philolophy 
might  throw  additional  reproach  on 
l\is  fuppofed  enemies  anddeftroyers. 
Great  bodies  of  difienters,  pur- 
porting to  comprehend  large  divi- 
£ons  of  the  kingdom,  condoled  with 
Dr.  Priellley  in  the  public  prints, 
declaring  that  they  confidered  the 
ontrages  againfthim  as  an  attack  on 
themfelves,  and  all  of  their  feveral 
communions.  In  his  anfwers  of 
thanks,  he  re-echoed  thefe  fenti- 
Kcnts.      On   the  other   hand,  the 
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political  focieties  above-mentioned, 
addreiled  him  agreeably  to  the  ends 
of  their  reipedtive  inftitutions  ;  and 
the  revolution  fociety  in  particular, 
took  this  occafion  of  teftifying 
their  exultation  on  the  i'uccefs  of 
the  Fiench  revolution;  to  which 
Dr.  Prieftley  anfwered,  that  "  their 
"  principles  and  his  were  entirely 
"  the  lame ;  and  notvvithftanding 
"  all  oppohticn,  mult  prevail  in 
'•'  this  as  well  as  in  other  coun- 
''■  tries."  In  a  letter  to  M.  Con- 
dorcet,  he  difcinftly  attributed  his 
ruin  to  the  clergy,  and  the  king's 
friends,  on  account  of  his  defending 
the  glorious  revolution  of  France; 
and  he  intimated,  that  it  was  one  of 
their  objetts,  to  deftroy  the  inllru- 
ments  of  that  fcience,  which  gave 
weight  to  his  political  labours.  His, 
adverfaries  did  not  fail  to  remark, 
and  certainly  with  ibme  colour  of 
juilice,  on  the  apparent  inconfillency 
of  thefe  declarations. 

Befides  thefe  incidental  publica- 
tions on  the  fubjcft,  he  wrote  a 
formal  appeal  to  his  country  and 
the  world.  He  argued,  among  other 
things,  that  the  celebration  of  the 
French  revolution,  fo  far  from  be- 
ing a  culpable,  was  in  reality  a  me- 
ritorious aft,  as  it  might  tend,  by  a 
liberal  participation  in  the  joys  of 
Frenchmen,  to  render  our  commer- 
cial treaty  with  them  popular  in 
that  country,  where  it  had  been  hi- 
therto very  ill  received.  And  this, 
he  contended,  was  the  proper  light 
in  which  that  celebration  at  Bir- 
mingham fliould  be  viewed.  The 
riots,  however,  were  in  his  opinion  to 
be  attributed  to  a  very  different 
caufe;  they  were  faid  to  have  folely 
originated,  in  what  was  termed,  the 
bigotry  of  the  high- church  party 
in  the  town  and  its  neighbour- 
hoodj  and  to  have  been  confonant 

with 
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with  the  feelino-s  of  the  clergy  in 
general.  So  direifl  a  charge  was 
brouglit  againll  the  clergy  re  Tiding 
in  and  near  the  town,  that  the  bencii 
of  l/'Hiops  was  exprefsly  called  upon 
to  come  forward,  for  the  honour  of 
the  eftabliilied  church,  and  publicly 
reprobate  their  conduvfl;  otherwife 
it  was  declared,  that  epifcopal  fi- 
lence  would  be  conllrued  into  epifco- 
pal approbation.  Strong  infinuations 
were  likewife  thrown  out  againft 
the  laity  as  well  as  clergy  of  Bir- 
mingham, under  the  general  de- 
fcription  of  the  high-church  party, 
who  were  accufed  of  encouraging 
the  riots  to  a  certain  degree,  inllead 
of  fupprciling  them.  It  was  even 
faid,  that  psrfons  of  better  condi- 
tion, apparently  Grangers,  mingled 
with  the  crowd,  and  directed  their 
proceedings.  The  exigence  of  a 
fyftematical  plan,  from  the  com- 
mencenent  of  the  riots,  was  con- 
fidently alicrted  ;  and  it  was  farcaf- 
tically  added,  that  the  two  poor 
wretches,  who  were  left  for  execu- 
tion at  Warwick,  were  probably 
fuch  as  knew  no  fecrets. 

In  defence  of  the  clergy  and  in- 
habitants of  Birmingham,  an  im- 
mediate reply  was  made  to  the 
charges  thus  brought  forward. 
Proof  was  adduced,  that  the  clergy 
had  been  really  adive  in  curbing 
the  impetuoficy  of  the  populace,  as 
far  as  the  influence  of  two  or  three 
individuals  could  poffibly  extend ; 
and  that  the  inhabitants  exerted 
themfelves  to  the  utmoll  in  a  fimilar 
manner,  as  well  as  in  keeping  their 
refpedive  workmen  employed;  in 
protedling  the  perfons  and  pro- 
perty of  leveral  diflenting  families 
which  fled  to  them  for  refuge ;  and 
even  in  hazarding  their  lives  to  ftop 
the  progrefs  of  the  conflagration. 
In  ccrroboraiion  of  this  ftatement. 


reference  was  made  to  an  adver- 
tifement,  coming  directly  from  the 
diflenters  themfelves,  who,  immedi- 
ately after  the  riots,  publicly  re- 
turned thanks  for  the  "  generous 
"  protf^dion"  afforded  them  by  the 
members  of  the  eitablifhed  church, 
in  the  prefervation  of  their  ptrfons 
and  property.  Little  credit  feem- 
ed  to  be  given  to  the  fuppofed  pa- 
triotic motive  for  the  celebration 
of  the  French  revolution,  but  other 
motives  of  a  contrary  tendency 
were  ftrongly  infinuated,  on  the  ap- 
parent confeffion  of  the  author  of 
the  appeal  himfelf,  who  in  that  very 
work  foretold,  that  the  French  re- 
volution would  foon  be  feen  in  a  dif- 
ferent light  from  that  in  which  it  had 
hitherto  been  contemplated,  when 
the  whole  of  the  gothic  feudal  fyf- 
tem,  embracing  matters  both  of  a 
civil  and  eccleiiaftical  nature,  would 
be  fhaken  to  its  foundation,  and 
a  convuliion  be  produced,  which 
would  be  f.'lt  in  every  Hate  of  Eu- 
rope ;  and  that  then  the  Rifferers  by 
the  riots  would  be  confidered  as  the 
martyrs  of  liberty. 

Such  were  the  principal  topics 
that  engaged  the  public  attention, 
previous  to  the  meeting  of  parlia- 
ment; but  ofthefe  the  chief  was  the 
riots  at  Birmingham,  which  were 
rendered  more  prominent  by  the 
admirers  of  the  French  revolution, 
who  feemed  to  imagine  that  in  thefe 
excefles,  which  no  perfon  could  juf- 
tify,  they  found  iome  palliation  and 
excufe  for  the  crimes  committed  in 
that  country. 

The  feflion  was  opened  j 
by  a  fpeech  from  the  -'  '  >  * 
throne,  in  which  his  majefty  ob- 
ferved,  that  he  doubted  not  but 
parliament  would  participate  with 
him  in  the  fatisfadion  which  he 
derived  from  the  late  marriage  be- 
tween 
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tvveen  the  duke  of  York  and  the 
princefs  royal  cf  Pruffia,  and  y/ould 
provide  for  tlieir  royal  highnefles 
a  fuka.ble  eflabljfhinent.  He  in- 
formed them,  that  a  definitive  treaty 
had  been  concluded,  under  the  joint 
mediation  of  England,  Pruffia,  and 
Holland,  between  .the  emperor  and 
the  Porte. — That  terms  of  paci- 
fication had  been  fettled  with  the 
emprefs  of  RmTia,  which  he  had  un- 
dertaken to  recommend  to  the  Forte. 
— That  although  lie  could  not  inform 
them  of  the  ceffation  of  hoitilities 
in  India,  yet  recent  advices  from 
that  quarter  afforded  rcafonable 
ground  to  hope,  that  the  war  would 
be  brought  to  a  Ipeedy  and  honour- 
able conclufion.  His  majefty  next 
remarked,  that  as  the  general  flate 
of  affairs  in  Europe  appeared  to 
promife  a  continuance  of  cur  pre- 
sent tranquillity,  fome  redudion,  he 
conceived,  miglit  he  made  in  our 
naval  and  military  elLibii.Giments ; 
that  the  grants  of  the  preceding 
feifion  had  in  fome  degree  defrayed 
the  extraordinary  expences  of  the 
3a{]:  year;  that  the  continued  in- 
creafe  of  the  revenue,  as  well  as 
the  reduiflions  which  feemed  prac- 
ticable in  the  eftablilhmcnts,  might 
enable  them,  he  hoped,  to  enter 
upon  a  fyftem  cf  gradually  repeal- 
ing fome  of  the  ex;!ling  taxes,  and 
to  give  an  additional  tiiicacy  to  the 
plan  for  diminiihing  the  national 
debt;  and  that  he  wifhed  them  to 
take  into  confideradon  fuch  mea- 
fures  as  might  be  expedient  to 
reduce  the  rate  of  intereic  on  any 
of  the  annuities  which  were  re- 
deemable. At  the  concl^ufion  of  the 
fpeech,  his  majefty  obferved,  that 
the  continued  and  progreflive  im- 
provemect  in  the  natural  fituation 
of  the  coi:ntry,  could  not  but  tend 
to  confirm  and  incrcafe  in  iiii  cLuTta 


ofhis  fubjefts,  a  fteady^and  zealous 
attachment  to  that  conftitution, 
which  had  been  found  by  experi- 
ence to  unite  the  ineflimable  blef- 
fings  of  liberty  and  order. 

In  the  houfe  of  Lords,  little  re- 
markable  occurred   in    the  debate 
on  the  addrefs,  except   fome  inci- 
dental refleftions,  by  vifcount  Stor- 
mont,  on   the  proceedings  of  cer- 
tain   political  clubs.     His  lordQiip 
remarked,    that   pamphlets    of    an 
alarming  tendency  v.ere    in    daily 
circulation,  and  numerous  focieties 
formed,    which  he  thought  it   the 
duty  of  government  to  watch   with 
the  moil    vigilant   circumfpeclion. 
Under   the    difguife    of   reform    a 
dagger  was  concealed,  which  at  fome 
favourable  junfture  might  be  plung- 
ed into  the  vitals  of  the   conllitu- 
tion.     But  although  fuch  nefarious 
defigns  were  fecretly  pfojedled,  the 
people    of    England,    he     trufted, 
would  never  be  difpofcd  to  relin- 
quifn  that  happy  conftitution  which 
they  now   poffefTed,  and  which  hc; 
pronounced  to  be  the  molT:  perfeft, 
moif  pure,  and  mofc  equitable  in  the 
world.     The    people    of  England, 
he   thought,  knew  how    to   diltin-. 
guifh    liberty    from   licentioufnefs, 
and  in  the  application  of  this   rule, 
generally  difplayed  a  fobriety  and 
folidity    of  judgment,    w'uch    re- 
fledled  on  them  the  iiighell  honour. 
Their  joint  voice,  at  the  prefent  mo- 
ment, he  conceived  to  be  unequivo- 
cilly  in  favour  of  the  conftitution ; 
but  cf  this  he  was  perfectly  con- 
vinced, that  the  voice  of  the  peo- 
ple conftitutioually  united  in  parlia- 
liament,  was  clear  and  unanimous 
in   its   favour.      Political   opinions 
might    vary;     anlmoficy    between 
parties  might  be  carried  to  confi- 
derable  lengths ;  and  fa.mily  inier- 
cils  nii!'"ht  conioiidate    formidable 
oppofitions  i 
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t>ppofitions ;  but  when  attempts 
were  made  to  undermine  the  con- 
ftitutional  rock,  on  which  all  our 
political  profperity  was  built,  the 
ftrife  of  parties  inftantly  ceafcd, 
animofity  was  forgotten,  and  the 
only  contention  exilUng  in  par'ia- 
ip.ent  was,  who  moft  Ihould  fhcw 
his  zeal  in  coanterafting  the  threat- 
ened danger. 

In  the  fentlments  of  vifcount 
Stormont,  admlniltration  cordially 
concurred.  The  addrefs  had  not 
one  difienting  voice. 

The  cafe  was  otherwife  in  the 
houfe  of  commons.  There  an  amend- 
ment was  moved  on  the  addrefs,  re- 
lative to  a  part  of  it  which  e.v- 
prefled  the  fatlsfadion  of  the  houfe 
on  the  prefent  fiate  of  the  war  in 
India.  It  was  propofed  to  omit 
the  whole  paflage  in  the  addrefs  (as 
nfual,  the  echo  of  the  fpeech)  and 
infert  the  following  "  That  the 
houfe,  fully  fenfible  of  the  evils  of 
a  procraflinated  war,  which  muft 
be  ruinous  to  the  finances  of  tlie 
company,  cannot  help  expreffinp 
their  regret,  that  the  profpeds  held 
out  in  the  fpeech  from  the  throne, 
at  the  commencement  of  the  Jail 
feffion,  have  not  been  realized  ;  nc- 
verthelefs  that  their  attachment  to 
his  majefty,  and  their  de/ire  to  fup- 
port  the  honour  of  his  crown  are. 
undiminilhed." 

In  the  debate  which  fucceeded, 
the  fupporters  of  the  amendment 
did  not  confine  themfelves  to  the 
fingle  poin:  of  the  Indian  war,  but 
took  a  wider  range,  and  expatiated 
on  every  topic,  wliich  they  conceiv- 
ed to  be  diredly  or  indireftly  im- 
plied, or  which  ought  to  have  been 
inferted  in  his  majefty's  fpeech. 

The  happy  occurrence  in  the  royal 
family,  and  the  flourifhing  Itate  of 
the  revenue,  were  circum (lances, 
which  afforded    bath  fides  of  the 


houfe  great  ?.nd  fabdantial  caufe  for 
congratulation ;  but  a  total  differ- 
ence of  opinion  appeared  on  almoil 
every  other  point. 

The  oppofition  derided  in  flrono- 
language  the  idea  of  our   having 
mediated  with  any  reaj  effeft  be- 
tween  Ruffia  and  the  Porte.     Sa 
far  was  our  recommendation  froiii 
having  influenced  the  latter  power, 
that    terms     of   adjuflment     were 
thought  to  have  been  agreed  upon 
before    any    fuch    recommendation 
could  have  reached'  ConHantinopIe. 
The  preliminary  articles  of  peace 
had  been  faid  to  have  been  fettled 
on   the  foundation  of  a  /a^us  quoi 
but  before  the  definitive  "treaty  was 
ratified,  it  appeared,  that  a  new  line 
of  demarcation  had   been  chalked 
Oct,  by  which  a  certain  extent  of  ter- 
ritory had  been  transferred  fj-om  one 
pov/er_  to  the  other,  and  then   the 
definitive  treaty  Was  concluded  upori 
the  pretended  ground  of  ajlatus  qu$, 
Tijis  was  termed  an  Undignified  and 
difhonourab'e   proceeJino-;    it   was 
cenfured  as  ellablifhing  or^^y  s.  J? at  us 
quo  in  words,  and  conceding  it  iri 
fadl.     But  the  whole  point  iri  dif- 
pute  was  treated  fo  lighiiy  by  a  dif- 
tingailhed  leader  of  oppofition,  that 
he  declared  neither  for  the  new  nor 
the  old  line  of  dcmarcuion  would 
he  confent  to  hazard  the  hundredth' 
part  of  a  BritiHi  life,  or  the  hun- 
dredth part  of  a  Britini  pound.     It 
was  remarked  likev.ife,  that  minif- 
ters  had  been  a  little  over  ruled  in 
the  language  which   they  wilhed  to 
have  ufed  towards  Rufiia;  that  theV 
had  found  themfelves  under  the  ne'- 
cefiity  of  changing  their  fyftem,  and 
that  they  had  apologized    for   the 
pcremptorinefs  of  their  demands  by 
the  humility  of  their  retraction,  for 
the  infolence  of  their  m.cnaces  by 
the    meannefs    of  their  fubmiffion. 
This    cii'cumllance,  however,   was 
ionfidertd. 
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confidered  as  a  great  and  jull  caufe 
of  triumph,  as  a  proof  that  the  op- 
pofition  were  ftrong  in  argument 
although  few  in  numbers,  fince  they 
had  compelled  adminiilration  to  re- 
linquifli,  what  was  termed,  the  moft 
abfurdand  impolitic  line  of  conduct 
ever  adopted. 

On  the  other  fide  it  was  Infilled, 
that  the  modification  refpediing  a 
new  line  of  demarcation,  afterwards 
to  take  place,  was  knou  n,  expedled, 
and  admitted  at  the  treaty  of  Rei- 
chenbach,  when  the  ftaius  quo  was 
fixed  upon  as  the  terms  ofadjuftment. 
The  intentions  of  government,  to 
preferve  the  balance  of  power  in 
Europe,  by  preventing  the  aggran- 
dizement of  Ruffia  at  the  cxpence  of 
the  Porte,  had  not,  it  was  confeffed, 
been  crowned  with  fuccefs;  but 
little  doubt  was  entertained,  that 
they  would  have  terminated  very 
differently,  had  it  not  been  for  opi- 
nions delivered  both  in  and  out  of 
that  hcufe.  Mini  Hers  freely  de- 
clared, that,  confcious  of  the  hazard 
and  danger  which  xnufl  have  at- 
tended entering  on  a  war,  while 
fuch  a  contrariety  of  opinions  con- 
cerning its  tendency  exided,  they 
had  fubmitted  to  the  fenfe  of  parlia- 
ment and  the  country,  in  oppofition 
to  their  own  judgment;  but  that 
they  confidered  the  happinefs  of  the 
public,  which  feemed  to  be  expref- 
fed  at  the  relinquiOiment  of  the 
war,  as  a  fufficient  compenfation  for 
their  difappointment. 

The  royal  fuggeftion,  that  it 
might  be  proper  to  relieve  the  peo- 
ple from  the  burthen  of  feme  of  the 
exilling  taxes,  was  confidered  by  the 
oppofition  as  fingular  and  indelicate. 
To  originate  taxes,  and  to  originate 
the  repeal  of  taxes,  was  itated  to  be 
the  exclufive  rights  of  that  houle, 
and  that  the  infringement  of  either 


right  fhould  be  treated  as  a  breach 
of  privilege.      Could  it  be  reafon- 
ably  fuppofed,  that  the   conftitution 
had  conferred  on'  the  houfe  of  com- 
mons  the  unthankful  otfice   of  im- 
pofing  taxes,  and  of  enading  fevere 
laws  to  give  them  efficacy,  while  it 
invelled  the  crown  with  the  popular 
privilege  of  propofing  their  repeal  ? 
What    would  this  be,  but  teaching 
tiie  people  to  expedt  from  the  crown 
every  inftar.ce  of  grace  and  favour, 
from  their  reprefentatives  burthens 
only  and  reitraints  ?  Such  a  proceed- 
ing on  the  part  of  the  crown,  m.ight 
likewife  tend  to  limit  the  freedom 
of  debate,  when  any  propofed  repeal 
became  the  fubjeft  of  difcuffion.    It 
was  poffible,  tnat  the  mealure  of  re- 
pealing a  tax  might  be  ralh  and  un- 
wife,  but  what  member  of  that  houfe 
would  choofe   to  incur  the  odium., 
which  wou!d  necefiarily  attend  fuch 
a  declaration  of  his  fentimcnts,  after 
the  meafure  had, been  recommended 
by  his  majeily  in  a  fpeech  from  the 
tlirone?   Nor  were   the  grounds  of 
the  prefent  fuggellion  deemed  clear 
and      incontrovertible.       Granting 
that  the  income  of  the  revenue  had 
exceeded  the  expenditure,  ftill  was 
it  a  nice  queftion   to  decide,  how 
much  of  the  excefs  fhould  be  applied 
to  the  payment  of  the  national  debt, 
and  how  much  ought  to  be  remitted 
by  alleviating  the  burthens  of  the 
people.     His  majelty's  minifters  on 
this  occafion  were  not  charged  with 
any  attempt  to  violate  the  conftitu- 
tion,  but  were  fuppofed  to  have  in- 
ferted  the  obnoxious  pafi^age  in  the 
fpeech  inadvertently,  without  weigh- 
ing the  confequences  which  it  in- 
volved. 

On  the  fide  of  adminiftration,  it 
was  admitted,  that  the  right  of  ori- 
ginating as  well  as  the  right  of  re* 
pealing  ta.xes  was  undouIyieJly  vi  ft- 
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ed  in  the  houfe  of  commons  ;  never- 
thelefs  it  was  maintained,  thatj  as 
the  demand,  which  produced  taxes, 
was  made  by  the  crown,  his  majefty, 
in  Hating  the  improved  condition  of 
the  revenue,  might  conflitutional- 
)y  exprefs  his  hopes,  that  lb  fortu- 
nate a  circumftance  would  enable  the 
houfe  to  lighten  forae  of  the  bur- 
thens, which  the  exigency  of  the 
Hate  had  previoufly  induced  it  to 
impofe.  Had  his  majeily  ftated  any 
particulars  as  to  the  mode  of  the 
reduiftion,  or  even  the  amount  o£ 
the  taxes  to  be  reduced,  it  was  con- 
fefied  that  a  reafonable  caufe  for 
jealoufy  might  have  exifted;  but 
he  had  only  exprefTed  a  hope,  that 
the  houfe  would  find  fome  fort  of 
reduftion  both  opportune  and  prac- 
ticable, and  this  hope  was  couched 
in  the  broadell  and  moll  unexcep- 
tionable terms. 

Another  topic  for  animadverfion 
was  a  total  omiiTion  in  the  fpeech  of 
fome  occurrences  in  the  preceding 
year,  which  were  denominated  dif- 
gracefu!  to  the  country,  and  were 
faid  to  have  revived  the  fpirit  and 
pradllce  of  the  moft  barbarous  ages. 
The  alluhon  was  to  the  riots  at  Eir- 
mingham^  which  feemed  to  be  con- 
fidered  by  one  fide  of  the  houfe  as 
events  of  national  importance,  and 
worthy  of  reprehenfion  from  the 
throne.  It  was  thought  fomething 
lingular,  that  this  year,  in  particular, 
Ibould  be  feleded  for  boaftlng  of 
"  the  ineftimable  bleffings  of  liberty 
and  order,"  v.hen  a  violent  inter- 
ruption of  them  had  occurred  in  a 
cich  and  populous  part  of  the  coun- 
try, where  a  lawlefs  mob  had  com- 
mitted the  moil  outrageous  exceiTes, 
not  on  account  of  a  fcarcity  of  pro- 
vifions,  which  every  feeling  heart 
would  pity,  while  it  condemned,  nor 
in  the  great  caufe  of  liberty,  which. 


though  highly  blameable,  might  in 
part  be  excufed  from  the  purity  of 
the  principle,  but  under  the  dan- 
gerous pretext  of  fupporting  go- 
vernment and  religion.  It  was  not 
indeed  afferted  that  any  culpability 
could  attach  to  adminiitration  for  its 
conduifl  at  the  period  alluded  to;  but 
certain  it  feemed  to  be,  that  many 
good  friends  to  the  church  had  fpoken,' 
in  favourable  terms  of  the  rioters, 
and  thought,  that  fomething  like 
rough  juftice  had  been  done,  infor- 
mal as  to  the  mode,  but  laudable  in 
principle.  Inftead  of  palTing  over 
this  fubjecl  in  filence,  his  majefty's 
fentlments  fhould  have  gone  forth  as 
a  manifefto,  laden  v/ith  every  epithet 
cf  reprehension,  and  every  expref- 
fion  of  abomination,  which  the  lan- 
guage could  furnifh.  Some  very 
fevere  and  farcalHc  cenfures  were 
then  thrown  on  feveral  gentlemea 
of  the  neighbourhood  of  Birming- 
ham, who  had  endeavoured  to  tem- 
porize with  the  mob  during  the 
period  of  the  riots,  and  addrefled 
them  by  the  appellation  Qi*^^ friends 
andfello^jj  chiircbmev.?^ 

A  concife  reply  was  made  by 
miniilers,to  the  following effeft,  that 
in  all  popular  exceifes,  whether  pro- 
ceeding fromfanaticifm,  republican- 
ifm,  or  any  other  caufe,  it  had  been 
the  conftant  wilh  and  ftudy  of  go- 
vernment to  check  their  progrefs  in 
the  moll  effedual  manner;  aud  that 
in  the  particular  ev-ents  under  con- 
fideration,  every  immediate  and  pof- 
fible  exertion  hsd  been  ufed.  If  any 
member  v/ifned  to  provoke  a  diu 
cuffion  on  the  fubjcfl,  the  minillcr 
declared  himfclf  ready  to  meet 
him,  and  to  exculpate  government 
from  any  little  fulpicion  of  partia- 
lity. It  was  at  the  fame  time  re- 
marked, that  the  events  at  Birming- 
h.im,  iulti'ui  of  furnilliing  ground  for 
infiKuaiion 
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irdpur.uon  againft  the  conilitutioii, 
oupht  in  fafi  to  be  quoted  as  proofs 
cf  its  excellerice  and  energy,  as  it 
enabled  adminiftration  to  ftop  the 
progrcrs  of  fuch  alarming  tumults  fo 
eafily,  without  having  recciirfe  to 
mors  violent  and  defperate  mca- 
fures. 

When  the  Indian  war,  the  precife 
objcft  of  the'arr;endment  on  the  ad- 
dreis,  came  under  difcuffion,  a  total 
difference  of  opinion  apr)eareG  on 
the  fucccfles  of  the  preceding  cam- 
paign. On  one  fide  it  was  conii- 
deml)'  afierted,  that  it  had  termi- 
rated  in  difgrace  and  difafter,  and 
that  nothing  like  fuccefs,  worth  men- 
tioning, had  attended  our  arms,  fince 
his  majefcy  had  addrefi'cd  parliament 
at  the  opening  of  the  former  feffion, 
when  he  had  held  out  the  profpecl 
of  a  fpeedy  conclunon  to  the  war. 
On  the  other  fide  it  was  maintained, 
that  the  military  tranfafticns  of  the 
vear  had  been  firgularly  fortunate 
and  brilliant.  As  a  proof  of  the 
firft  afierticn,  the  retreat  of  lord 
Cornwallis  from  Seringapatam  Vv-as 
U'  ged  with  much  confidence.  Could 
that  campaign,  it  v/as  obferved,  be 
called  fuccefsiul,  which  had  ended 
in  a  retreat,  attended  with  circum- 
ftances  of  mortification  and  didrefs? 
Either  fome  fecret  and  alarming 
cauTes  mull  have  operated  to  pro- 
duce fo  unexpecled  an  event,  or  there 
iPuR  have  been  great  want  of  mili- 
tary wirdom  in  planning  and  con- 
duiling  the  campaign. 

On  the  oppofite  fide  of  the  quef- 
tion,  it  was  admitted,  that  the  retreat 
from  Seringapatam  was  in  itfelf  a 
difafter;  but,  that  it  was  an  un- 
avoidable one,  and  that  it  would  be 
^tteiided  with  only  a  temporary  ih- 
convenicnce  to  us,  while  it  afforded 
Tippoo  Sultan  nothing  more  than  a 
ftion  fufpenfion  from  total  defeat. 
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But  if  a  furvey  of  the  whole  C3:r?» 
paign  were  taken,  it  would  appear 
the  mod  fuccefsful  which  had  ever 
been  recorded  in  the  annais  of  Indian 
v^arfare.  We  had  invaded  the  ter- 
ritory ofour  enemy, had  difpcfTeffed 
him  of  his  ftrong  holds,  captured 
the  fecond  town  in  point  of  impor- 
tance in  his  dominions,  and  beat 
him  before  his  own  capital.  In  fpite 
likewiie  of  the  unpleafant  circum- 
Ibince  of  a  retreat  in  the  moment  of 
vidory,  we  ftill  kept  him  confined 
to  a  very  narrow  diilrid  of  his  coun- 
try contiguous  to  his  capital,  from 
which  alone  he  could  derive  his 
fcanty  fupplies;  and  we  kept  him 
there  harafi"ed,  difpirited,  defpair- 
ing,  and  even  diilrulling  the  fidelity 
of  his  troops,  who  v/ere  daily  de- 
fcrtjng  from  his  ftandard.  To  this 
it  might  be  added,  that  the  native 
Indian  powers,  who  were  in  alliance 
with  us,  had  alfo  contributed  their 
parts  to  the  furtherance  of  the  com- 
mon caufe. 

Thefe  remarks  made  not  much 
impreflion  on  the  minds  of  the  op- 
pofiticn,  who  hinted,  in  depreciation 
of  the  vaunted  fucceffes,  that  litde 
caufe  for  triumph  occurred  in  the 
capture  of  an  Indian  fort,  or  in  a 
vidory  over  an  Indian  army. 
While  they  profeiTcd  great  refpett 
for  the  private  charafter  of  lord 
Cornwallis,  they  feemed  tu  confider 
him,  if  not  deficient  in  military 
fkill,  as  fingularly  marked  for  mi- 
litary misfortune  ;  infinuating,  that 
it  would  be  prudent  to  defer  all 
praifes  of  his  conduft,  until  the  par- 
ticulars of  it  were  better  known,  and 
had  been  thoroughly  invefligated. 
Such  a  precaution  was  thought  the 
more  neceffary,  as  it  might  be  re- 
colledled,  that  in  a  form.er  inflance 
the  thanks  of  the  houfe  for  the  vic- 
tory at  Camden,  reached  his  lord- 

fhi!> 
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fhip  jiiil  time  enough  not  to  pafs 
through  the  hands  of  an  American 
general. 

In  the  courfeof  Mr.  Fox's  fpeech 
in  this  Jebate,  he  noticed  the  many 
encomiums  uhich  he  frequently 
heard  from  the  other  fide  of  the 
houfe  on  the  Britll"h  conftitution; 
to  all  of  which  he  declared,  that  he 
moll  heartily  fublcribed,  when  they 
were  not  introduced  by  way  of  allu- 
fion  to  certain  proceedings  in  ano- 
ther country,  and  were  not  intended 
obliquely  to  convey  cenfure  on  in- 
dividuals for  their  fuppofed  fenti- 
ments  on  thofe  proceedings.  He 
perfectly  coincided  in  opinion,  he 
obferved,  with  a  friend  of  the  mi- 
nifler,  who  had  thus  expreficd  him- 
felf;  "  the  conftitution  of  France 
was  eflentially  bad,  and  every  thing 
was  to  be  rifeed  to  deftroy  it;  the 
conliitution  of  Great  Britain  is  ef- 
fcntially  good,  and  every  thing  is  to 
be  rifeed  to  preferve  it."  The  Bri- 
tiih  conftitution  indeed  he  thought 
had  fome  trifling  defefts;  but  upon 
the  whole  it  was  a  Vi'ondcrful  fabric, 
and  no  true  friend  to  liberty  could' 
behold  it  without  rapture. 

The  amendment  on  the  adJrefs 


was  negatived  by  a  majority  of  1 24, 
the  numbers  being  for  the  amend- 
ment 85,  againft  it  209. 

In  coniequence  of  the  intimation 
contained  in  his  majefty's  fpeech, 
that  tiie  income  of  the  revenue  ex- 
ceeded the  expenditure,  public  ex- 
pectation was   confiderably  raifed; 

r,  ,  when    the    chancellor    of 

reb.  17.     ,  ,  .J 

'  the  exchequer  entered  up- 
on the  fubject  in  a  committee  of  the 
whole  houfc,  and  delivered  a  fplen- 
did  fpeech,  which  was  heard  with 
general  admiration  by  the  houfc, 
and  read  with  avidity  by  people  of 
all  defcriptions  in  every  part  of  the 
kingdom.  To  follow  the  right  ho- 
nourable gentleman  on  every  topic, 
vv'hich  his  ingenuity  fuggefted,  and 
his  imagination  adorned,  would  be 
confident  neither  with  the  nature  of 
our  hiltory,  nor  the  fcantinefs  of 
our  limits.  We  can  only,  there- 
fore, briefly  ftate  the  general  out- 
lines of  his  obfeivations. 

The  firfi:  objetfl  to  which  he 
called  the  attention  of  the  houfe, 
was  the  confideration  of  the 
Permanent  Income  of  the  country. 
From  the  papers  on  the  table,  he 
remarked,  that. 


The  produce  of  the  permanent  taxes,  from  January  5, 

1791,  to  January  5,  1792,  was          .         _         _       -  i|,tj3,ooo 

The  real  produce  of  the  land  and  malt  duties    -      -     -  2,558,000 

Old  duty  oil  ftamps            -           -             -              -         -  40,000 


Total  produce  of  the  permanent  taxes  for  the  laft  year  -   16,730,000 


To  induce  the  committee  to  con- 
fider  the  rife  of  the  revenue  as  per- 
manent, he  entered  into  a  ilatem'ent 
of  the  averages  of  the  revenue  for 
the  laft  four  years.  The  average 
of  it  for  the  laft  two  years  he  ftated 
to  be  j^. 1 6,6 1 5,000,  for  the  laft 
three  years  _^.  16,41 8,600,  and  for 
Vol.  XXXI V. 


the  laft  four  years  _^.  16,212,000 ; 
by  this  calculation  it  appeared, 
that  the  income  of  the  laft  year 
exceeded  the  average  income  of 
the  laft  four  years  by  above 
j^.  500,000. 

He  next  proceeded  to  confider 
the   future    probable   expenditure: 

[X]  According 
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According    to  the  eftimate    of  the   revenue   Commit-        /. 

tee  of  1 79 1,  it  amounted  to  -  -  .  15,569,000 

To   this  was  to  be  added  an  annuity  to  the  dake  of 

Clarence,  voted  Lift  fcflion  -  _         _  .  12,000 

For  the  eftabHilimect  of  Upper  Canada  -  -  12,000 

Propofed  eftablifliment  of  the  duke  of  York  -         -  18,000 


16,011,000 


From  the  above  fam  mould  be  deduded,  faviags  likely  to  be  perma- 
nent : 

In  the  expcnces  of  the  navy               -  -              -        104,000 

By  regulations  in  the  dock -yards          .  .             _          10,000 

On  the  army  eftablifhment         .         -  -         -         -          50*000 

By  the  expiration  of  the  Hefliin  fubfidy  -         -      -          36,000 


Total  favings 

Eitimated  future  expenditure 

Hence  it  appeared,  that  if  the  ac- 
tual produce  of  the  revenue  in  the 
iaft  year  (/.  16,730,000)  were  com- 
pared with  the  probable  permanent 
expenditure,  there  would  be  found 
a  furplus  of  /■.  919,000 ;  if  the 
average  of  the  laft  four  years 
f/".  1 6,2 12,000)  t'le  furplus  would 
b£j^.40i,ooo.   The  latter  fum  only. 


*  -  -         200,000 

-  -  -  15,811,000 

he  meant  to  confider  as  the  cleat 
excefs  of  the  revenue,  which  he 
propofcd  to  appropriate  in  equal 
portions  to  the  reduction  of  the  na- 
tional debt,  and  to  the  remiffion  of 
fome  of  the  exifting  taxes. 

He  then  brought  fonvard  th? 
Supply,-  and  the  Ways  and  Means 
for  the  vear. 


SUPPLY. 
Navy. 
'Seamen  16,000  .         _  _  - 

Ordinary  -_.,-. 
Extraordinary  -  _  -  -  . 
'Navy  debt  _         -         .         - 

Ar  m  -r. 
Eftablilhment  .  -  „  . 

lixtraordinaries  _  _  _  . 

Advance  to  the  Eafl  India  company 


Odinary 

Extraordinaries 

Unprovided 


Ordnance,  S:c. 


832,000 

672,000 

3;.o,coo 
131,000 


^'474495 

277*243 

63,062 


221,272 

i56,6;:6 

44,103 


1,985, oo» 


1,814,800 


422,001 
Milccllancous 
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iVlIfcellaneous  articles,  confifting  of  planta- 
tion eftimates,  expences  of  Mr.  Haftings's 
trial,  &c.  &c.        -----  -  i45'345 

Deficiency  of  land  and  malt  beyond  the 

eftimate         .         _         -  .  -  93^432 

Bank  repayment         -         -         -         -  123,260 

Intereft  and  charges  of  ex'chequer  bills         -      212,538 

Secretary,     commiffioners,     national    deb::, 

American  orders,  lottery  charges,  &c.      -         16,883 


E^fcefs  of  vVays  and  means  beyond  fervices 
eftimated        _         -         -  -  - 

436,990 

Deficiency  of  land  and  malt  -  -  -  350,000 

Propofed  repeal  of  malt  tax  -  -  -  ioo,coo 

Commiffioners  national  debt         ^         -         -  -  400,000 


Total  fuppiy         -         -         -           -  j^.  5,654,134 

WAY-3    and    MEANS. 

Land  and  malt        _        -         -          -           -           -  2,750,000 

Surplus  of  confolldated  fund,  January  5,  1792           -  155»495 

Expei5lcd  furplus,  April  5,  1792             -            -          -  486,000 

Growing  produce,  on  April  5,  1793         ...  2,290,000 

Total  ways  and  means      -  5,681,495 

Total  fuppiy         -            -  5,654,134 

Excefs  of  ways  and  means  -    £.  27,361 


He  now  came  to   his    favourite  carts,  which  produced  30,000!. 
objeft,  the  repeal  of  certain  taxes,         Tne    fourth,  thj    three    fhilling 

in  which  he  wifhed  to  proceed  on  houfe   tax  for  that   defcription    of 

the  following  principles,    ift.  that  hvoufes  under  feven  windows,  which 

the   relief  to   be  given   fhould  be  brought  in  56,0001. 
really  and  efficiently  felt  by  the  per-         The  fifth  and  laft  tax,  which  ha 

fons  relieved;  and  zdly,  that  the  per-  propofed   to  repsal,  would  be  the 

fons  to  be  relieved  fhould  be  of  the  lall  halfpenny  a  pound  upon  can- 

moft  indigent  and   moil  induftrious  die;, 
clafies.  The  total  amount  of  the  above 

The  firft  tax  he  propofed  to  re-  taxes,  excluding  the  malt  tax,  whith 

peal  was  the  lall  additional  duty  on  was  provided  for  another  way  by 

malt,  which,  produced  1 00,000 1.  becoming  one  of  the  articles  in  the 

The  fecond,  a  tax  on  female  fer-  fuppiy  of  the  year,  he  eftimated  at 

vants,  produftive  of  31,0001.  about    220,000!.   annually.     With 

The  thirds  a  tax  on  waggon:  and  refped  to  the  prudenge  of  the  m.ea.. 

{X\  2  fure. 
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fure,  ib  far  was  he  from  apprehend- 
ing danger  to  the  revenue  by  it, 
that  he  was  convinced  {H!l  greater 
favings  v/ould  accrue,  which  might 
hcreaiier  be  applied  to  accelerate 
the  diicharge  of  the  national  debt. 

When  the  houfe,   he   remarked, 
entered  on  the  plan  of  reducing  the 
national    debt,    it  was    a    queilion, 
wliether  the  commiffion   fnould  be 
allo.ved  on  the  real  or  nominal  fums 
redeemed,  and  in  which  of  thefeve- 
ral  funds  it  was  moll  advantageous 
to  buy.    I'his  queliion  was  now  for- 
tunately at  an  end  by  the  rife  of  the 
three  per  cents,  which,  although  it 
might  at  firft  occafion  a  temporary 
ob{lru»lUon  to  the  plan  of  redudlion, 
would    ultimately    produce   a   very 
different  effedl.  The  three  per  cents 
feemcd  rapidly  advancing.     When 
they  arrived  at  their  highed  pitch, 
he  ihoidd  propofe  to  reduce  the  four 
per  cents,  which  could  aUvays  be  dif- 
charged  at  par,  to  three  or    three 
and  a  half.     He  Ihould  then  like- 
wife  hope  to  be   enabled  to  reduce 
the  five  per  cents,  whenever  the  pe- 
riod  arrived  at   which    they  were 
redeemable.     This   period  he  flat- 
tered himfelf  would,  take  place  in 
'    about   eight    years.     He    next   ad- 
verted  to  the  finking  fund,  which 
]ie  tliOLight  might  p  obably  omplete 
the  object  of  its  inlHtution  by  the 
year  1 808,  according  to  the  prefent 
growing  ftate  of  the  revenue,  and  on 
the  fuppofition  th\t  the  country  en- 
joyed fo  long  z.  period  of  uninter- 
rupted tranqu  Idty.     But  as  it  was 
pofiible  this  m  ght  not  be  the  cafe,  he 
gave  notice  that  he  fhould,at  fome 
future  opportunity,  propofe  a  plan  to 
prevent  any  alarming  accumuladon 
of  debt.     As  a  proof  that  we  might 
expert  a  farther  increafe  of  the  re- 
venue, he  flated  its  continued  and 
progreffivc    gadatioa    for    fcveral 


preceding  years.     The   ircome  of 
the  lalt  year  exceeded  that  of  1786 
by  2,300,0001.  it  exceeded  that  of 
1783    in    a    fum    little     fhort    of 
4,000,000'.  and  except  in  the  year 
1786  (when  it  fuft'sred  materially  in 
confequence  of  the  pendirg  nego- 
ciations  for  the   commercial  treaty 
with  France)  its  increafe  had  been 
from    1783    regularly    progreffive. 
The  principal  caufss  of  this  happy 
ch.ange  he  conceived  to  be  the  fu- 
pcrionty  of  fkiil  m  our  artixans  and 
manufaflurers,  the  great  improve- 
ments  in  the    application    of  ma- 
chinery, the  facility   of  credit,  and 
above  all  the  accumulation  of  capital. 
While  human  fkill  therefore  in   any 
branch    of    mercantile    commodity 
was  capable  of  advancement ;  while 
a  fmgle  fpot  of  ground  in  the  coun- 
try had  not  reached  its  highell  de- 
gree of  cultivation ;  while  there  were 
fort-ign    markets    to    be    explored  ; 
while  there  remained  the  growing 
demands  of  the  opulent,  and  the  re- 
finements of  luxury  to  be  fatisfied, 
or  the  \\  ants  of  nations  advancing 
from  barbarifm   to  civilization    to 
be  fupplied,    it   was    impoflible,  he 
faid,  to  calculate  the  increafe  of  the 
capital  of  the  kingdom.     Since  the 
accelhon  of  the  prefent  family  to  the 
throne,   we   had    enjoyed   domellic 
tranquillity  undillurbed  for  a  longer 
period  than  we  had  ever  before  ex- 
perienced ;   thi.s  continued  he,  is  the 
governing  caule  of  all;  we  had  felt 
'  the  happy  effects  ®f  a  couftitutiGn, 
which  by  blending  liberty  and  law, 
eredled  a  barrier  againll:  the  inroads 
of  arbitrary   power,  and  the   rude 
operations    of  popular    commotion 
and    violence ;  a  conilitution,    that 
formed  and  proteAed  the  national 
charadler,  promoted  profperity  and 
happinefs,  fet  in  motion  every  fpiing 
to  ciie  aggrandizement  of  our  em- 
pire. 
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plre,  and  not  only  excited  induRiy 
in.  the  peafant,  gave  /kill  to  the  ar- 
tizan,  and  fpiritro  the  merchant,  but 
created  unanimity  in  all. 

Mr.  Sheridan  controverted  the 
ftatement  of  tr.e  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer  with  refped  to  the  great 
furplus  of  the  revenue.  He  con- 
tended, from  the  papers  on  the  ta- 
ble, that  fo  far  from  there  being  a 
furplus,  the  actual  expenditure  of 
the  preceding  year  had  exceeded 
the  income  by  no  lefs  than  a  mil- 
lion. If  the  revenue  had  lately  in- 
creafed,  he  infiited  that  it  was  prin- 
cipally owing  to  the  impolition  of 
revv  taxes,  or  to  the  regulation  of 
eld  ones,  which  in  faft  fhould  be 
confidered  as  the  addition  of  new 
burthens.  Grounding  his  pofirion 
on  the  reports  of  the  two  ccnimit- 
tees,  he  afl'erre.l,  that  the  fum  total 
of  the  increafe  of  the  paimanent 
taxes  fmce  17&6,  was  no  more  than 
130,000!.  Had  the  miniilier  really 
pofltifred  the  furplus  of  which  he 
boafted,  would  it  not  have  been 
better  to  have  applied  it  to  the 
difcharge  of  the  unfunded  debt,  a 
great  part  of  which  bore  interell  .■' 
Jjut  this,  he  fuppofed,  would  only 
have  been  deemed  a  proper,  not  a 
fliining  meafurc.  In  a  happy  Itrain 
of  ironical  inventive,  he  ti'en  re- 
prefented  the  miniller's  propofal  for 
repepding  certain  taxes,  as  a  mere 
atonement  for  the  late  blunders  of 
adniiniftration,  paiticu'arly  in  the 
Ruiiian  an?!a:nent. 

Mr.  Fox  fpoke  in  very  handfoine 
teims  of  Mr.  Pitt's  eulogy  on  the 
profperous  llate  of  the  country,  but 
did  not,  he  faid,  traverfe  the  fame 
ground,  becaufe  he  felt  himfelf  in- 
capable of  doing  equal  jullice  t®  the 
fubjefl.  His  firft  objeft  of  ani- 
madverfion  was,  the  recommenda- 
iion  in  his  majefly's  fpeech,  relative 


to  the  repeal  of  taxes,  which  he 
again  maintained  to  be  an  infringe- 
ment of  the  privileges  of  the  houfe. 
He  fpoke  of  it  in  rather  ilronger 
terms  tiian  he  before  had  ufed,  and 
called  it  a  violation  of  the  conl'itu- 
tion,  an  infult  to  the  popular  branch 
of  the  legillature,  and  an  infidious 
intervention,  calculated  to  divert  the 
people  from  their  true  guardian  the 
houfe  of  commons,  and  to  delude 
them  by  fixing  their  hopes  oa  the 
government. 

The  manner  likewife  in  which  the 
minifter  had  conduced  himfelf  on 
that  day.  was  another  topic  of  com- 
plaint. The  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman had  come  down  to  the  houfe 
with'  a  declared  furplus  in  one  iiand, 
and  a  number  of  odious  taxes  in  the 
other  (mollly  of  his  own  impofmg) 
and  thus  made  it  impofible  for  the 
houi'e  to  hefitate  in  their  compliance. 
Inilead  of  this  he  contended  that 
the  n.inifter  fhould  have  fairly  ftated 
the  following  cafe,  "  there  is  a  fur- 
plus of  400,000!.  Will  you  apply 
it  all  10  the  diminution  of  the  na- 
tional debt,  or  towards  the  imme- 
mediate  relief  of  the  burdens  of  the 
people,  or  partly  towards  one,  and 
partly  towards  the  other :" 

He  directly  attacked  the  minifter 
for  deviating  from  the  principle  of 
a  fvilcm  eftauliihed  by  himfelf  in 
ij'tiS, — that  the  furplus  of  the  re- 
venue fhould  he,  with  a  facred  and 
Inviolable  hand,  applied  to  the  dif- 
charge of  the  national  debt,  with  ali 
its  compound  intereit,  until  it  fiiould 
amount  to  the  Aim  of  four  millions. 
This  principle  was  completely 
abandoned  for  the  fake  of  a  little 
momentary  popularity. 

The  reducHon  of  the  fourpercents 
he  thought  a  prudent  and  politic 
meafurc.  He  likewife  agreed  with 
the   minifter   that  the    rife   of  thp 

[X]  3  funds 
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funds  was  a  great  national  benefit, 
for  though  it  threw  obllacles  in  the 
way  of  paying  off  the  debt,  it  invi- 
gorated every  branch  of  our  profpe- 
rity,  and  confeqiu-ntly  promoted  the 
general  opulence  of  the  nation. 
The  moment  therefore  of  wealth  he 
conceived  to  be  the  moment  of  re- 
demption. On  this  principle  (which 
he  ali'erted  to  be  the  true  principle 
of  the  minifter's  finking  fund)  he 
argued  for  the  application  of  the 
whole  furplus  of  the  revenue,  what- 
ever it  might  be,  folely  to  the  dimi- 
nution of  the  national  debt,  and  not 
partly  to  that  cbjed  and  partly  to 
the  repeal  of  taxes. 

When  the  fame  fubjecl  again 
p  ,  ,  came  under  confideration, 
i'eb.24tli.j^^   gj^gj..^^^  remarked, 

that  the  fuppofed  furplus  was  in  fadt 
a  loan,  and  a  loan  of  the  worft  kind, 
becaufe  the  money  arofe  from  the 
anticipation  of  the  revenue.  The 
fadl  was,  that  the  minifter  had  anti- 
cipated the  income  of  one  entire 
quarter. 

Mr.  Pitt  obferved  in  reply,  that 
the  mode  of  making  up  the  accounts 
from  April  to  April  rendered  this 
unavoidable  J  but  that  it  was  both 
a  ufual  and  proper  mode,  and  that 


he  was  aftoniihed  to  hear  fuch  au 
cbjeftion  from  Mr.  Sheridan,  who 
when  himfelf  in  office  in  the  year 
1783,  made  up  the  accounts  cxaftly 
in  the  fame  manner,  and  even  anti- 
cipated to  a  greater  degree.  Bills 
for  the  repeal  of  the  feveral  taxes  as 
propofed  by  the  chancellor  of  the 
exchequer,  were  brought  in,  and 
pa/Ted  the  houfe  of  conimons  without 
oppofilion.     In  the  houfe  of  lords  a 

fhort    difcuffion     took  j.,      i  ^  i 

,  ,1  •■       March  6th. 

place  on  the  propriety  ^ 

of  the  repeal,  when  the  earl  of  Guil- 
ford exprelied  his  difapprobation  of 
the  meafure  upon  the  ground,  that 
the  furplus  of  the  revenue  would  be 
better  applied  to  the  redudlion  of 
the  national  debt. 

Lord  Rawdon  fpokc  on  the  fame 
fide,  and  contended  that  fince  the 
year  1786,  adminillration  had  im- 
pofed  more  taxes  than  had  been 
repealed,  including  thofe  before 
the  houfe,  which  he  computed  to 
amount  only  to  120,196!. 

To  this  fum  he  added,  what  he 
afierted  to  be  the  amount  of  the  fhop 
tax  formerly  repealed,  viz.  1 20,000 1. 
which  together  made  240,196!.  He 
then  flated  the  new  duties  impofed 
iiiice  that  period. 


In  1787. 


Additional  duties  on  fpirit  licences 
Confolidation  tax 


80,000 
60,000 


300,000 


In  1788. 
Transfer  of  tobacco  tax  from  cuftoms  to  excife 

In  1789. 
New  taxes          »         =  .        -        ;        =  -111,000 


^.551,000 


Hence 
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be  full  as  wife  as  thofe  which  we 
at  prefcnt  poffefled,  or  rather  wifer, 
becaufe  wildom  was  in  an  evident 
Hate  of  progrcfTion. 

Before  the  bill  pafled  the  houfe 
of  commons,  the  funds  experienced 
a  fuddcn  and  confiderable  depref- 
fion. 

Inconfequenceof^his  j^  ^^^,^_ 
circamltance,  Mr.  box  '  ' 
took  an  opportunity,  in  one  of  its 
ftages,  to  introduce  the  fubjedt  of 
the  propof;;d  rcduftion  of  the  four 
per  cents.  He  remarked,  that  at 
the  time  when  tjiis  mcafure  was  firfl 
announced,  the  funds  were  unufually 
high,  aad  that  the  three  per  cents 
had  fince  been  at  96  or  97,  but 
were   now  fallen  8  or  9  per  cent. 

The  favourable  mo.r.ent  fliould 
have  been  feized :  It  was  fc  fuggell- 
ed  at  the  time,  but  minillry  refifted 
upon  the  idea  that  a  ilill  greater 
advance  was  probable.  By  the  fpe- 
culatlons  therefore  of  the  chancel- 
lor of  the  exchequer,  the  public, 
he  contended,  had  been  confiderable 
lofers.  From  a  calculation  which 
he  had  made,  he  computed  the  lofs 
to  be  three  millions  capital,  and  one 
hundred  and  feventy-fix  thoufand 
pounds  annuity.  He  then  llrongly 
imprefled  on  the  houfe  the  policy 
of  fecuring  a  prefent  advantage,  in 
preference  to  that  of  fpeculating 
upon  future  contingencies.  Even 
then,  he  obferved,  fomething  might 
be  gained,  which  he  advifed  admi- 
niltration  inilantly  to  fccure;  for 
the  reduflion,  he  conceived,  would 
lUU  fare  one  hundred  and  feventy- 
fix  thoufand  pounds. 

The  chancellor  of  the  exche- 
quer confefled,  that  a  lofs  had  ac- 
crued to  the  public  nearly  to  the 
extent  mentioned,  neverthelefs  he 
did  not  think  himfelf  culpable  for 
the  line  of  condutl  wliich  he  had 

[A""]    4  purfued.. 


Hence  he  drew  a  conclufion  that 
iTiiniilers  were  entitled  to  little  cre- 
dit for  the  boafted  furplus. 

The  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
fliortly  after  brought  in  a  bill  the 
objects  of  which  were  to  continue 
the  cffeft  of  the  finking  fund  for  tlie 
reduction  of  the  national  debt,  fub- 
fequent  to  the  period  when  the  in- 
lere)!:  of  the  money  in  that  fund 
Ihould  amount  to  four  millions  an- 
nually;  and  likewife  to  prevent  any 
future  permanent  burthens  on  the 
coimtry,  by  enafting,  that  a  provi- 
fion  fliould  be  made  for  the  fpeedy 
payment  of  any  loan  entered  into, 
or  that  an  additional  fum,  in  propor- 
tion to  the  loan  fo  borrowed,  fliould 
be  fct  apart  for  the  redudion  of  the 
whole  debt. 

Mr.  Pitt  ftated,   that  the  profpe- 

^1,  .  ,  rous  flate  of  the  ccun- 
March  -lOth.         ^  a    -^  n- 

•^  try  made  it  neceliary 

to  extend  the  principle  of  his  former 
bill  of  1786  ;  and  tliat  he  flattered 
himfelf  the  houfe  would  feel  with 
him  the  importance  of  adopting 
fome  uniform  fyllem  fur  paying  oft" 
any  loan,  which  neccffity  miglit 
hereafter  make  requifitc,  without 
Itopping  the  efle;!ls  of  the  finking 
fund. 

On  the  propriety  of  the  firil  ob- 
jea  of  the  bill,  Mr.  Fox  declared 
he  had  fome  doubts,  but  foch,  per- 
haps, as  he  might  bring  himfelf  to 
give  up ;  the  fecond  object  he 
lirongly  reprobated.  A  principal 
ground  of  his  objedilion  feemed  to 
be,  tha.t  when  our  national  debt 
by  the  operation  of  the  fmking 
fund  might  be  lefs,  our  burthens, 
in  the  event  of  a  loan,  would  thus 
become  unnecefTarily  greater.  He 
likewife  difapproved  of  binding 
down  future  miniflers,  and  future 
parliaments  to  particular  mcafures, 
\vhsn  it  was  ppOlblCj  that  both  v/ould 
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purliied.  When  the  funds  were  at 
the  higheft,  he  infilled,  that  under 
all  exilting  circumllances  a  rational 
hope  might  have  been  entertained 
that  they  would  have  rifen  ftill 
higher,  as  they  were  in  a  Hate  of 
progrefllve  advancement.  He  by 
no  means  approved  of  reducing  the 
four  per  cents  at  prefent;  becaufe 
Jie  believed,  that  in  the  courfe  of 
twelve  months  the  funds  would  more 
than  recover  themfelves,  and  even 
reach  the  fummit  of  his  higheft  ex- 
pectation. He  reprobated  the  idea  of 
reducing  the  four  per  cent?,  at  that 
moment,  as  contrary  to  all  obvious 
policy,  for  fnould  the  holders  of 
them  refufe  to  fubfcribe  them  into 
the  threes  (which  was  highly  pro- 
bable) they  muft  be  paid  at  par, 
although  v/orth  no  more  in  the 
ir.arket  than  96. 

As  conr.eded  with  the  fubje;^  of 
the  finances,  the  elrabliiTiment  of 
their  royal  higiinelles  the  duke 
and  dutchcfs  of  York  came  under 
conMderation  at  an  early  period  in 
the  feffion. 

T-/r  1  .-L  The  chancellor  of  the 
March  7th.        ,  ^     r  j 

'        exchequer  propoled  on 

this  occafion,  that  the  fum  of  eigh- 
teen ihoufand  pou4->ds  annually 
fiiould  be  granted  out  of  the  ccn- 
fjlidated  fund,  to  he  computed  from 
July  cth  1791,  wliich  added  to  the 
tvvtivc  thoufand  already  granted  to 
Ills  royal  highnefs  fiom  the  civil  lilt, 
and  likewife  to  fe\en  tl.cufard 
which  it  was  intended  to  give  him 
Out  of  the  Irifli  revenue,  would  ren- 
der the  amount  cf  his  whole  income 
thirty  feven  thoufuid  pcunds  per 
annum.  He  aifo  propoied  that  her 
royal  highncfs's  jointure  upon  the 
contingency  of  her  furviving  the- 
duke,  fhould  be  eight  thoufand 
pounds,  payable  out  of  the  coulo- 
lidiiicd  fund. 
6 


The  fentiments  of  miniflry  and 
the  leaders  of  oppofition  on  this 
fubjecl  leemed  perfedly  to  coincide, 
except  that  the  latter  rather  wifhed 
to  go  fiirther,  and  not  only  grant 
his  highnefs  an  annuity  for  life,  but 
enable  him,  by  a  fuitable  prefent, 
to  commence,  as  a  married  man, 
with  princely  fplendor.  The  mi- 
niller,  having  no  propofition  of  the 
lall  kind  in  command  from  his  Ma- 
jcHy,  could  not  make  a  motion  to 
any  fuch  efFeft.  Mr.  Fox  warmly 
deprecated  the  idea  cf  reducing  a 
prince  of  the  blood  to  the  neceffity 
of  raifing  money  on  an  annuity. 
It  was,  however,  on  the  other  hand 
oblcrved,  that  as  the  grant  would 
take  place  from  July  .1791,  the 
amount  of  half  of  it  would  be  im- 
mediately at  his  royal  highnefs's 
difpofal. 

Notwithflanding  the  general  co- 
incidence of  opinion  in  Mr.  Pitt  and 
Mr.  Fox,  the  houfe  was  by  no 
means  unanimous.  Mr.  Burdon 
thought  iS.ccol.  too  great  an  al- 
lowance, and  propofed  ic,oool.  in 
its  {lead.  He  u  as  fupported  by  fe- 
veral  gentlemen,  particularly  by  Sir 
Jr;mes  Johnfione,  who  conceived 
that  the  duke's  revenue  from  Dfna- 
burgh  fiiould  be  triken  into  confi- 
deratinn,  which  he  ftated  to  amount 
to  3^, cool,  per  annum.  Sir  Wil- 
liam Doiben  feemed  of  the  fame 
opinion  with  refptct  to  the  propriety 
of  ccnfiderirg  the  revenue  from 
Ofnahurgh,  but  did  not  think  it 
exceeded  12,000 1.  Mr.  M.A.Tay- 
lor (wiio  approved  of  the  original 
fiim  propofed)  afierted  that  the  re- 
venue did  not  nett  above  5  or  6,000 1. 
a  year. 

Amidfl:  fuch  a  contrariety  of  opi- 
nions, Mr.  Fox  remarked,  where 
fhould  they  look  for  an  ultimate  de- 
cifion  r  In  fact  it  was  unufual,  im- 
proper. 
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people  chofe  to  have  the  benefit  and 
pageantry  of  monarchy*  it  was  be- 
neath them  to  grudge  at  the  necef- 
fary  e.vpence  of  it. 

The  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
fupported  Mr.  Fox  in  the  aflertion, 
that  we  had  no  right  to  enquire  into 
the  expenditure  of  the  revenue  of 
Olhaburgh. 

Mr.  Burdon's  propofal  was  re- 
jefted;  and  that  of  the  chancellor 
of  the  exchequer  pafTed  without  a. 
diviilon. 


proper,  and  undignified  for  a  Britiih 
lioufe  of  co.T»mons  to  calculate  the 
income  of  a  German  principality 
when  called  upon  to  fupporc  the 
fplendor  of  a  Briti!!!  prince.  With 
his  accuftomed  liirewdnefs  of  ap- 
plication, he  exclaimed.  Did  gen- 
tlemen forget  that  monarchy  was 
an  c.^ential  part  cf  our  conllitution; 
and  would  they  aft  upon  the  le- 
velling principle  of  the  meanell  re- 
public, and  fink  their  princes  to  the 
rank  of  private  gentlemen  ?    It  the 


CHAP.     xir. 

RvJJian  armament.  Mr.  Grey  gives  notice  of  his  intention  to  mst'e  for  papirs. 
Mr.  Pitt.  Mr.  Grey  moves  for  paprrs.  Oppofed  by  Mr.  Pitt,  •iv/j'o  alludes 
to  certain  circutnjlances  cf  notoriety,  i\>kich  might  give  rife  to  a  -more  firious 
difujjton  in  future.  Conjecture  on  the  allufon.  Mr.  Pitt  anfmered  by  oppo~ 
ft  ion.  Rejoinder  cf  minijiry.  Mr.  Whithread  moves  federal  refcluiions 
cenfuring  the  conduct  of  miniftry.  Arguinents  in  fuppoi't  of  the  refolutions. 
Anfn.vered  by  the  other  fide  of  the  houfe.  Mr.  fenkinfon' s  fpcech  on  the  ba- 
lance ofpo-ojer.  The  oppofition  fupport  their  formsr  arguments.  Speech  of  Mr, 
Sheridan,  ivho  exprefes  his  ajionijhment  at  Mr.  Pitt"" sfilence.  Mr.  Dundas^s 
reply.  Houfe  adjourns.  Speech  of  Mr.  Fcx.  Reficitions  on  it.  Jinfivier 
of  Mr.  Pitt.  Mr,  Fcx  recomfnends  an  alliance  iK'ith  RuJJia.  Houj'e  of  Lords, 
Lo*-d  FitZTvilliarn's  rej'olutions.  Lord  Portchejler  mcves  a  vote  of  cenfure. 
Duke  of  Leeds  defends  his  refignation.  Lord  Stanhope.  Indian  War.  Major 
Maiiland  moves  for  papers.  Propriety  of  the  production  difufed  on  both 
iides.  On  the  papers  obtained  major  Maitland  grounds  J'everal  refolutions. 
Lord  Cor n-Mallis^s  letter  to  the  hi'zam  cenfured.  Defended.  Other  qurjiicns 
on  the  vjar  argued.  Colonel  Ph  pps  moves  a  vote  of  approbation  on  the 
ionducl  of  lord  Cornvoallis.      Adopted  ivithcut  a  divifon. 


S  the  oppofition  confidered  the 

propofed   repeal  of  taxes  in 

the  light  of  an  attempt  to  recover 
the  minirier's  popularity,  which  had 
been  diminifhed  by  the  Rufiian  ar- 
mament, they  feemed  refolved  to 
pulh  the  latter  fubjeft  a  little  far- 
ther, while  yet  recent,  and  if  pof- 
fible,  obtain  a  vote  of  cenfure  againft 
adminiltratioTi.       Accordingly    Mr. 

r  u  1.  fjrev  took  an  earlv  op- 
i-eb.  iv.h.  ■    .,        r        .••  •  ^ 

-*       portunity   of    noticing. 


that  he  m.eant  to  move  for  papers 
ilhiftnitive  of  the  Rufiian  negocia- 
tion,  which  he  did  not  find  among 
thofe  on  the  table.  At  the  fame 
time  he  remarked  it  to  be  a  little 
fip.gular,  that  there  fhould  be  a 
chafm  in  the  correfpondence  be- 
tween our  court  and  tlie  courts  of 
Peterlburgh  and  Conftantinoplc 
from  the  31ft  of  October  1790  to 
the  26th  of  May  1791.  He  like- 
vvife  pointed  out  another  omiffion, 

the 
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the  non-prod u£lion  of  a  certain  ex- 
trait  in  a  diipatch,  which  was  men- 
tioned in  one  of  tiie  papers,  and  re- 
ferred to  in  a  letter  of  the  duke  of 
Leeds.  He  alfo  thought  it  would 
be  proper  to  lay  before  the  honle 
all  that  had  pruTcd  on  the  fame  fub- 
jert  between  pur  court  and  that  of 
.Berlin. 

Mr.  Pitt  obferved,  that  he  ap- 
prehended Mr.  Grey  would  move 
partly  for  papers  which  had  no  ex- 
jllence,  and  partly  for  papers  which 
tie  deemed  it  highly  improper  to 
make  public. 

When    Mr.   Grey    brouglit    for- 

T,  ,         ,     ward  his  motion, adebatc 
Feo.  20th.        r     J      L       o     •     J    1 
eniued  charaaerizcd  by 

much  pprfonai  allufion,  and  pointed 
infinuation.  He  endeavoured  to 
prove,  that  the  papers  before  the 
houfe  were  mutilated  and  impcr- 
ieit,  and  that,  in  order  to  form  a  fair 
judgment  of  the  late  tranfaiftions, 
it  would  be  necefiary  for  parliament 
to  be  furnilhcd  with  all  the  docu- 
ments relative  to  the  fubjed.  Pend- 
ing a  negociation,  they  had  been 
told,  that  it  would  be  dangerous  to 
divulge  the  particulars  of  proceed- 
ings llill  in  embryo;  but  when  the 
npgociation  was  terminated,  he 
thought  no  reafonable  objedion 
could  lie  againll  their  being  made 
public.  The  emprefs,  who  was  re- 
nowned for  her  political  wifdom 
and  confiftency,  had  adopted  iuch  a 
meafure,  and  informed  her  fubjei'^s 
of  the  caufe  of  the  war,  and  the 
refources  necefl'ary  for  the  fuppoit 
of  the  Ruffian  honour  and  dignity. 
If  the  fovereign  of  Ruflia,  whofe 
aftions  were  not  amenable  to  her 
people,  had  condefcended  to  Iuch 
an  explanation,  had  thus  in  efi'eft 
acknowledged,  that  even  deipotic 
governments  were  in  fome  degree 
under  the  controul  of  public  opi- 


nion, ought  not  the  minifler  of 
England  to  purfue  a  fimilar  line  of 
conducl:,  and  by  explaining  the  rife 
and  progrefs  of  the  negociation, 
ftate  to  parliarnent  the  real  grounds 
for  the  expenditure  of  the  public 
money  ? 

Ho  contended,  that  even  the  pa- 
pers before  the  houfe  furnifted  !uf- 
ficient  documents  for  a  criminal 
charge  againft  the  miniliry.  By  them 
it  appeared  that  government  h.'id 
armed  without  any  reafonable  caufe 
of  provocation,  and  then  dillionour- 
ably  receding  from  the  threatened 
hollilitics,  had  expofcd  the  country 
to  ridicule  and  contempt.  Unlcis 
fome  enquiry  was  made  into  the 
conduft  of  a  minillcr  who  had 
fruitlefsly  wafted  the  public  money 
in  an  uielefs  and  expenfive  arma- 
ment, the  members  of  that  houfe 
would,  in  his  opinion,  forfiyt  the 
high  title  of  incorrupt  reprefenta- 
ii\  es  of  the  people,  and  become  the 
tools  of  an  abandoned  adminiftra- 
tion. 

In  the  courfe  of  his  fpeech,  he 
threw  out  fome  reflections  on  the 
rature  of  our  engagements  witJi 
Prufiia,  tending  to  infmuate,  that 
we  had  perhaps  Hipuiated  to  fecond 
the  ambitious  views  of  that  power 
on  Dantzick  and  Thorn. 

He  moved,  "  For  copies  or  ex- 
tracls  of  ail  reprefentations  or  re- 
quilitions  made  by  Pruffia  to  Great 
Britain,  or  by  Great  Britain  to  Pruf- 
fia relative  to  the  war  between 
Ruflia  and  the  Porte,  with  the  re- 
fpeftive  aniwers  to  fuch  reprefenta- 
tions or  requifitions : 

2.  For  an  account  of  all  offers  madd 
to  the  Porte  by  Great  Britain  for 
the  purpofe  of  propofmg  conditions 
of  peace  to  the  emprefs,  together 
with  the  anfwers  to  fuch  offers  ^ 
of  r.ll  reprefentations  and  requifi- 

lionSa 
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tipns,  with  their  refpeftive  anfwers 
made  by  the  Porte ;  and  ulfo  of  luch 
engfagements  entered  into  by  Great 
Britain  with  the  Porte  relative  to 
any  afliRance  which  was  to  be  af- 
forded to  that  power  in  cafe  of  the 
continuation  of  the  war; 

3.  For  an  account  of  the  fteps 
taken  by  t!ie  allied  courts  of  Great 
Britain  and  Pruflia  to  propofe  to 
the  Porte  the  conditions  of  peace, 
Confented  to  by  Meflrs.  Whitworth 
and  Fawkener,  and  count  Goltze, 
in  their  memorial  dated  July  2 2d 
1791: 

4.  For  an  account  of  the  over- 
tures made  by  his  Catholic  majelty 
and  the  court  of  Denmark  for  the 
purpofe  of  terminating  the  war  be- 
tween Ruffia  and  the  Porte: 

5.  For  an  account  of  all  memo- 
rials, reprefentations,  and  requifi- 
tions,  together  with  the  anfwers  to 
the  fame,  which  may  have  pafled  be- 
tween the  courts  of  London  and 
Peterfturgh,  from  the  loth  of  De- 
cember 1789,  relative  to  the  faid 
war." 

The  chancellor  of  the  exchequer 
oppofed  the  produdion  of  the  pa- 
pers for  which  Mr.  Grey  moved. 
Sufficient,  he  thought,  had  already 
been  laid  before  the  houfc  to  regu- 
late its  decifion  on  the  conduft  of  ad- 
min illration.  The  produ<5tion  of  more 
would  nor  only  be  an  unnecelTary  but 
dangerous  meafu re.  That  miniftcrs 
were  entitled  to  fome  fort  of  confi- 
dence was,  he  conceived,  agreed  on 
all  fides.  Every  fpecies  of  unli- 
mited confidence  he  allowed  to  be 
unconftitutional,  as  the  deareft  pri- 
vilege of  that  houfe  was  the  right 
of  inveltigating,  condemning,  and 
correcting  the  abufes  of  the  ex- 
ecutive government.  Pending  a 
treaty,  a  certain  difcretionary  power 
ought  to  be  repofed  in  adminillra- 


tion;  a  power,  which  had  aUvavs 
been  aiTumed,  although  occafionally 
refilled  by  the  operations  of  party 
and  cabal,  embracing  with  avidity 
every  opportunity  of  clogging  the 
wheels  of  government.  The  fame 
confidence  might  fometimes  be  re- 
quifite  even  after  the  conclufion  of 
a  trer.ty,  which  was  particularly  the 
ca;e  in  the  inilance  under  confider- 
ation.  For  the  unrcferved  commu- 
nication of  the  documents  then  de- 
manded would,  he  contended,  fruf- 
trate  our  operations  abroad,  and 
render  the  fituation  of  our  minifters 
at  various  courts  irkfonie,  if  not  pre- 
carious. In  genera],  it  might  be  af- 
ferted,  that  a  reafonable  fhire  of 
confidence  was  not  only  allowed, 
but  required  by  the  conftitution. 
If  the  executive  government  abufed 
the  iruft  repofed  in  it,  the.-!,  but  not 
till  then,  the  duty  of  parliament 
was  to  enquire,  condemn,  and  pu- 
nifh.  But  here,  as  in  every  other 
ir.flance  of  crimination,  there  fhould 
always  be  forae  fpecific  charge 
alledged,  fomething  which,  when 
brought  home  to  adminillration, 
would  counterbalance  the  evils  ne- 
cefTarily  attendant  on  the  expofurc 
of  Itate  fecrets. 

He  reminded  the  oppofltion,  that 
in  the  year  1784,  when  the  country 
had  been  faid  to  be  without  any 
executive  government  at  all,  the  docr 
trine  of  confidence  was  the  favourite 
cry  of  tht;ir  party,  and  that  this 
dodrlne  was  carried  to  fuch  an 
height,  as  to  addrefs  the  throne 
upon  th("  c'.cuice  of  niinillcrs  againll 
the  decided  voice  of  the  people. 
At  the  period  alluded  to,  the  fen- 
timents  of  a  majority  of  that  houfe 
were  maintained  to  h2  the  fenti- 
ments  of  the  whole  people  confti- 
tutionaliy  declared  by  their  repre- 
fen:atives  in  parliament  j  whea  cir- 
curallances- 
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CDmllances  were  altered,  he  per- 
ceived that  they  were  confidercd  as 
nothing  more  than  the  mere  fenti- 
Eients  of  a  party  under  the  fuppof- 
ed  controul  of  miniilers. 

He  infilled,  that  the  papers  en 
the  table  inl-jfad  of  criminatino;, 
completely  exculpated  him;  and 
that  the  produiflion  cf  more  in  every 
point  of  view  w'ould  be  unnecefTary, 
for,  as  he  wanted  no  more  for  his 
<lefence,  fo  his  opponents  had  ftated, 
that  thofe  already  before  the  houi'e 
iorniihed  an:ple  proofs  cf  his  guilt. 
He  had  not  armed  the  nation  with- 
out the  concurrence  of  parliament. 
If  he  had  been  unable,  at  iaft,  to 
carry  the  point  for  which  he  at  firit 
contended,  it  he  had  been  unwilling 
to-  rifle  a  war,  after  havir  e  prepared 
an  armament,  culpability  would  not 
attach  to  him.  Had  it  not  been  for 
certain  circumftances  of  notoriety 
toftile  to  the  political  interefts  of 
the  country,  he  was  confident  that 
the  efforts  of  minillers  would  have 
been  crowned  with  fuccefs;  hut 
this  fubjfd:  might  perhaps  give  rife 
to  a  more  ferious  difcuflion  at  ano- 
ther time. 

The  circumftances  of  rotcrietv, 
to  which  iVir.  Pitt  alluded,  were  inp- 
pofed  to  be  thofe  which  vse  no- 
ticed *  at  the  conclufion  of  our  nar- 
rative of  the  war  between  Ruflia 
and  the  Porte ;  and  the  fericus 
diicuffion  which  he  had  in  contem- 
plation, to  be  a  parliamentary  en- 
quiry into  the  proceeding. 

1  he  :j>iniftcr's  arguments  Vt"re 
con.batca  by  the  ether  fide  cf  ti.e 
houie,  and  the  charge  a^ainft  op- 
pofition  of  havirg  C'langed  their 
lentimtnts  on  the  doftrine  of  con- 
fcdencc,  inimcdiaicly  retorted.  The 


alteration  of  opinion,  it  was  faid, 
was  not  in  them,  but  in  thofe  gentle- 
men, who,  previous  to  the  year 
1784,  had  formed  the  minority,  and 
thought  it  wa,s  impolTible  for  minif- 
tcrs  to  have  too  little  confidence, 
but  who  had  fince  been  admitted 
into  his  majeily's  councils,  and  now 
thought  it  v/as  impollible  for  them 
to  have  too  much.  The  general 
principle  of  confidence  was  next  ar- 
gned ;  but  jt  was  firll  maintai;ied 
to  be  the  duty  of  an  individual  in 
that  houfe,  when  he  could  rot  per- 
fuade  the  m.ajority  to  Jmpjfe  rea- 
fonable  limits  on  their  confidence  in^ 
the  minifter,to  found  the  alarm  with-, 
out  doors,  and  to  inf  jrm  the  peo- 
ple, that  if  the  ;inlimited  confidence 
which  they  repofed  in  their  repre- 
fentatives  was  transferred  to  the 
miniiter,  they  were  betrayed,  net 
reprefented  ;  that  in  this  cafe 
they  fhould  watch  for  themfelves, 
and  fubliitute  for  the  controul  of 
parliament,  the  controul  of  public 
opinion. 

The  general  propofitiDn,  that 
confidence  fnould  be  placed  in  mi- 
nillers, was  acknowledged  to  be  a 
vital  part  cf  ^thc  conftiru  ion.  One 
exception,  however,  vvas  at  leaft  to 
be  made,  that  of  voting  money  for 
armaments  at  the  demand  of  the 
miniiler,  withonr  due  information  of 
the  necefTuy  and  ui'e  of  the  propof- 
ed  object.  The  crown,  it  was 
granted,  pofleffed  the  fole  right  of 
declaring  war,  but  the  cornmons 
might  give  or  withhold  fupplics  at 
their  di'cretion.  In  a  cafe  wh're 
one  party  muft  give  way,  it  was 
thought  that  the  concefiion  would 
come  with  more  reafon  and  better 
"race  from  the  crown  than  the  com- 
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jnons,  who  mufl  otherwife  vote 
away  the  rr.oney  of  their  conftitu- 
ents  without  their  confent,  and  for 
a  purpofe  cf  which  they  might  not 
approve.  Upon  the  fuppoiition  that 
a  diiFerence  of  opinion  exifted  on 
the  expediency  of  a  war,  that  a 
majority  of  tlie  houfe,  fjpported  by 
a  majority  of  the  people  were  on 
one  iide,  and  miniilers  on  the  other, 
would  it  be  proper  for  the  opinion 
of  miniilers  to  prevail  ? 

The  propriety  of  producing  the 
papers  moved  for,  was  principally 
argued  on  this  ground,  that  if  the 
papers  already  produced  afforded 
matter  of  crimination,  the  houfe 
had  a  rig'u  to  the  produclion  of 
others,  in  order  to  learn  the  whole 
extent  of  culpability.  In  anf.ver  to 
the  remark,  that  itate  fecrets  might 
thus  be  divulged,  the  difclofure  of 
which  would  prove  inimical  to  the 
intcrefts  of  the  country,  it  was  ob- 
ferved,  that  the  houfe  might  ap- 
point a  fecret  committee  for  the  in- 
fpection  of  fuch  as  ought  not  to  be 
fuhmitted  to  the  public  eye.  As  an 
additional  argument  for  the  pro- 
duftion  of  the  papers,  it  was  hinted, 
that  the  court  of  Berlin  had  been 
difiatished  with  the  negociation, 
complaining,  that  Pruffia  had  been 
drawn  in  for  the  fake  of  a  Britifh 
intcreli,  and  likewife,  that  the  Forte 
fo  far  from  fojicitirg,  had  in  reality 
cbjeded  to  our  interference. 

Miniilers,  however,  on  the  other 
hand,  conceived  themfelvcs  to  have 
been  entitled  to  confidence  even  on 
the  mode  of  reafoning  adopted  by 
their  opponents;  for,  when  appli- 
cation had  been  made  to  parlia- 
ment,  in  the  preceding  fcflion,  for 
money  to  defray  the  expences  of  an 
armament,  the  precife  object  of  that 
armament  had  been  diftindlly  ftated, 
viz.  to  mediate  a  peace   between 


Ruffia  and  the  Porte.  The  inllance 
of  our  interference-  in  the  affairs  of 
Holland  in  the  year  1787  was 
quoted  to  prove,  that  the  mofi  pro- 
found fecrecy  at  the  commencement 
of  a  war  was  fometimes  abfoluteiy 
neceiTary.  Any  explanation  of  the 
mealurcs  about  to  be  purfued,  would 
at  that  time  have  completely  ruined 
the  objeft  in  view.  IVIr.  Grey's 
motions  were  reje6led  by  a  majo- 
ritv  of  1 15. — Ayes  i  20— noes  z;^^. 
When  the  fubjecl  came  p  ,  , 

again  under    conudera-     '-'°- ^9^h. 

tion,  Mr.  Whitbread  took  the  lead 
on  the  fide  of  oppofuion.  He 
moved  th-  three  following  refoiu- 
tions; 

"  I.  Thnt  no  arrangement  re- 
fpeding  Oczakow  and  its  diilrict, 
appears  to  have  been  capable  cf  af- 
f.tting  the  political  or  commercial 
intcrefts  of  this  country,  fo  as  to 
julHfy  any  hoilile  interference  on  the 
part  of  Great  Britain  between  Ruf- 
fia and  the  Porte; 

2.  That  the  interference  of  Great 
Britain  for  the  pupofe  of  prevent- 
ing the  cefTion  of  the  faid  fortrefs, 
and  its  dillrid,  to  the  emprefs  of 
RuCia,  has  been  wholly  unfuccefsfuj: 

3.  That  his  majelty's  miniilers  in 
endeavouring  by  means  of  an  armed 
force  to  compel  the  emprefs  of  Ruf^ 
fia  to  abandon  her  claim  to  Ocza- 
kow, and  its  diitrift,  and  in  conti- 
nuing an  armament  after  the  objeft 
for  which  it  was  propofed  had  been 
relinquilh.ed,  have  been  guilty  of 
grofs  mifconduc^,  tending  to  incur 
unnecclTary  expences,  and  to  dimi- 
nilh  the  influence  of  the  Britifh  na- 
tion in  Europe." 

Be  Tore  entering  on  the  general 
fubjeifl  of  difcufl'.on,  the  oppofitiou 
alliimed  merit  to  themfelves  for  the 
dillinguillied  line  of  condudl  which 
they  had  purfued  in  the  preceding 
feflion. 


ANNUAL    REGISTER,   1792. 


feffion,  Perfuaded,  that  the  war, 
had  it  been  prorecuted,  would  have 
reduced  this  country  to  the  loweft 
ftate  ofatlual  diihefs,  and  that  their 
oppoiition  to  it  h:id  been  highly 
grateful  to  the  bulk  of  the  nation, 
they  naturally  felt  a  more  than  ufual 
pride  on  the  occafion. 

The  firil:  argament  advanced  in 
fiipport  of  the  relolutions,  w;is  the 
icipolicy  of  a  war  with  Ruffia,  in  a 
commercial  point  of  view.  Our 
trade  with  that  co'intrv  was  faid  to 
be  not  only  a  great  and  r;:bfl:-intial, 
but  even  an  indi'"pcnra'..>le  b.'ufi;  to 
Great  Britain.  As  .^  nurfery  for 
feamen,  as  an  ir.fvr.auuiblc  fource 
of  fupply  in  naval  itores,  and  raw 
materials  of  evevv  description,  the 
Ruffian  trade  was  declared  to  be  the 
firft  ill  point  of  value,  which  we 
ought  to  cherifb,  the  lift;  that  Ihould 
be  relinquilbcd. 

It  was  next  obfervcd,  that  there 
never  exifled  the  flighteit  grounds 
on  our  part  for  an  armed  negocia- 
tion.  The  einprcfs  had  requeiled  us 
to  ufe  our  influence  with  the  Turks, 
for  the  purpose  of  perfuading  them 
to  comply  with  her  jufl  and  i-cafon- 
able  demands.  Inftead  of  concili- 
ating them  to  the  "ropofals  of  the 
emprefs,  niiiiillers  vvere  accufed  of 
having  Simulated  them  to  a  profe- 
cution  of  the  war.  Yet  after  all, 
the  very  identical  propofals,  with 
only  a  trifling  modification,  which 
at  firll  had  been  declared  inadmif- 
fible,  and  had  occafioned  one  arma- 
ment, were  at  laft  accepted,  and 
formed  tlie  bafis  of  the  late  peace. 

That  the  principal  objedion  of 
minifters  to  admit  the  terms  of  the 
emprefi  in  the  firll  inltance,  arofe 
from  an  unwillingnefs  tole-.ve  Ruf- 
fia in  pofleifion  of  the  town  and  di- 
ftricl  of  Oczakow,  appeared  from 
an   ofHcial  letter,   dated  May   26 


1791,  in  which  it  was  ftated,  that 
the  poffeffion  of  Oczakow  by  Rui- 
fia  vv'ould  be  attended  with  confe- 
quences  not  only  injurious  to  the 
lecurity  and  independance  of  the 
Ottoman  power,  but  deilructive  of 
the  general  tranquillity  of  Europe 
But,  it  was  aTned,  of  what  poilible 
importance  in  a  commercial  point 
of  view,  can  Oczakow  ever  be  to 
Grt-at  Britain,  fmce  we  neither  have 
had,  nor  are  likely  to  have,  the  leali 
conn-jclion  with  it  ?  Nor  was  its  po- 
litical confequence  eftimated  at  a 
higher  rate,  which  was  thought  to 
have  been  fuifxiently  proved  by 
the  conduct  of  minifters  themfelves ; 
for  if -tke  poir;.*inon  of  it  by  Rui- 
fia  could  poliibly  affect  the  genernl 
balance  of  pover,  why  did  they 
ever  agree  to  fuch  a  concefTion  ? 

In  anfwer  to  the  affertion,  that 
the  trade  with  RufTia  was  an  indif- 
penfable  benefit  to  Great  Britain, 
the  minifterial  fide  of  the  houfe 
maintained  the  reverfe  of  the  propo- 
fition,  that  the  trade  with  Great 
Britain  was  an  indifpenfable  bene- 
fit to  RuHia,  at  the  fame  time  re- 
marking, that  the  quellion  turned 
more  on  the  balance  of  power,  than 
on  the  balance  of  trade.  The  ar- 
gument on  the  balance  of  power, 
was  difcufied  in  a  full  and  complete 
manner  by  the  honourable  Mr.  Jen- 
kinfon,  who  addreifed  the  houfe  for 
the  firll  time  in  his  life,  in  a  ftyle  of 
elocution  unufual  in  fo  young  a  man, 
and  fo  inexperienced  a  fpeaker. 
The  fylkm,  he  obferved,  upon  which 
minillers  had  acfled,  was  wife  and 
politic.  It  had  been  long  an  efta- 
blifhed  maxim  with  the  foundeft  po- 
liticians, that  the  principle  whick 
fhould  guide  the  counfels  of  Great 
Britain,  was  that  of  forming  and 
cementing  continental  alliances. 
France  ^^  as  our  natural  rival :  Hol- 
land 
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land  our  natural  ally;  every  attempt, 
therefore,  to  prevent  the  latter  from 
falling  into  the  rapacious  liamis 
of  the  former,  wai  in  his  opi- 
nion deferving  of  applaufe.  But 
in  vain,  he  remarked,  would  every 
attempt  of  this  kind  be  made,  un- 
!efs  we  connected  ourfelves  with 
fome  continental  power  which 
might,  upon  occafion,  furnifh  an  ar- 
my capable  of  coping  with  the  for- 
midable troops  of  France.  Tl^e 
powers  of  Pruflia  and  Auitria  ap- 
peared equally  eligible  for  this  pur- 
pofe;  but  while  the  dillenlions  in 
the  Netherlands,  and  thi  connec- 
tion between  the  court  of  V  ienna 
and  France  militated  againit  the 
idea  of  our  uniting  with  Auflria, 
the  fubP.lHng  friend ihip  between  the 
houfe  of  Brandenburgh  and  the 
Dutch  inclined  us  to  give  the  pre- 
ference to  Prulfia.  If,  therefore, 
our  alliance  with  Pruflia  was  to  be 
fupported  (which  feemed  admitted 
on  all  fides)  he  contended,  that  our 
interference  to  prevent  the  Porte 
from  being  crulhed  by  Ruffia,  was 
abfolutely  neceilary.  For  if  the 
Porte  were  incapacitated  from  keep- 
ing RuIIia  in  check,  the  wliole 
weight  of  the  Ruffian  empire  might 
prefs  with  an  accumulated  force  on 
PnifHa,  and  thus  difable  it  from  af- 
fording us  alTiftance  in  the  hour  of 
ncccllity.  What  Holland  was  to 
England,  he  alTerted,  that  Tur- 
key was  to  Pruflia;  and  that  we 
were  as  much  bound  to  come  for- 
ward in  fupport  of  the  Turk,  as 
Pruflia  had  been  when  a  late  attempt 
was  made  to  ruin  the  independence 
of  Holland.  Such  was  the  outline 
of  Mr.  Jcnkinfon's  argument  on  the 
policy  of  our  interference  ;  an  out- 
iine  which. he  filled  up  v^'ith  much 
ehborate  preclfion, 


That  a  principal  obje^l  of  the  ar- 
mament was  to  prevent  the  cenion  of 
Oczakowto  Ruflia  was  in  partadmit- 
ted  bythefrieiidsof  the  minifier,  who 
contended,  that  fuch  a  cc-llion  might 
enable  RuiTia,  in  time,  to  become  a 
formidable  naval  power.  Tiie  other 
fide  of  the  houfe  was  accufcd  of  ar- 
guinp-  on  extremes,  either  that  Oc- 
zakow  was  of  no  importance  at  a!!, 
or  of  every  importance,  when  the 
truth  perhaps  lay  between  the  two 
pofitlons.  That  it  was  of  consider- 
able importance  appeared  from  the 
manner  in  which  the  contending 
parties  had  ftruggteJ  for  it.  Al- 
molt  every  other  point  the  emprcf* 
Ihewed  a  readinefs  to  concede  or 
modify,  but  flie  adhered  to  this  with 
the  rhoft  inflexible  hrmnefs.  Its 
real  importance  however,  ought 
not,  it  was  thought,  to  be  decided 
by  what  migfit  be  the  fuppofcJ  va- 
lue of  it  in  the  hands  of  the  Otto- 
mans, and  in  its  prefent  flatc,  but 
by  what  fubfequent  ufe  the  emprefs 
might  make  of  i^  to  the  probable 
aggrandizement  of  her  own  empire, 
and  the  deftrudlion  of  the  general 
balance  of  power.  To  the  argu- 
ments on  the  policy  of  our  inter- 
ference were  added  others  in  proof 
of  its  juiUce.  The  emprefs  was 
fta ted  t.)  have  conducted  herf^lfiii 
fuch  a  manner,  by  obtaining  pof- 
feflion  of  the  Crimea,  by  promoting 
a  rebellion  in  Egypt,  by  laying 
claim  to  E^llarabia,  Wallachia,  and 
Moldavia,  and  by  llili  preffing  for 
faither  ccncefiions,  that  the  Porte 
was  at  length  neceffitated  to  take 
up  arms,  as  its  lall  and  only  refource 
againft  her  unjult  encroachments. 

As  to  the  miniller's  failure  on  the 
point  of  Oczakow,  it  was  alledged 
that  culpability  ihould  not  be  im- 
puted to  him,  but  to  his  opponents, 

who 
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who  had  crippled  his  exertions,  and 
palfied  the  hands  of  government. 
Something,  however,  had  been  ob- 
tained, as  the  emprefs  had  been 
perfuaded  to  recede  from  her  origi- 
nal intention  of  difmembering  the 
Turkifh  provinces  of  Beflarabia, 
Wallachia,  and  Moldavia,  and  to 
permit  the  free  navigation  of  the 
Dniefler.  In  juftification  of  giving 
up  Oczakow,  it  was  remarked,  that 
the  uime  perfeverance  which  might 
be  wife  and  commendable  when 
fuccefs  was  probable,  and  war  un- 
certain, might  be  highly  impolitic 
when  fuccels  was  doubtful,  and  war 
certain.  The  refignation  therefore 
of  their  primary  objed  entitled  mi- 
nifters  to  praife  rather  than  blame. 
With  relpeift  to  the  continuation  of 
the  armament  after  it  was  relblved 
to  relinquifh  Oczakow  in  prefer- 
ence to  hazarding  a  war,  this  mea- 
furc  was  defended  on  the  ground,  that 
without  it  there  might  perhaps  have 
been  little  probability  of  our  ob- 
taining from  the  emprefs  any  modi- 
fication at  all. 

The  oppofition  again  came  for- 
ward in  iupport  of  the  rcfolutions. 
Many  complim.ents  were  paid  to 
Mr.  jenkinfon  for  his  mailerly  ob- 
fervatiop.s  on  the  balance  of  power. 
His  fy Hem,  however,  vv-as  conceived 
to  be  more  ingenious  than  rational, 
entirely  depending  on  a  chain  of 
contingencies,  the  breaking  of  any 


link  of  which  im.mcdiately  deftroy- 
ed  the  wholp.  Could  the  fupport 
of  fuch  piec3rious  principles  be 
thought  an  adequate  caufe  for  war; 
efpec):dly  at  .-■  period  when  a'moft 
every  court  in  Europe  was  producing 
changes,  which  mocked  all  political 
fpeculation  ?  If  the  emprefs  indeed, 
commanding  a  numerous  and  hardy 
race,  pofTefling  great  extent  of  ter- 
ritory without  difunion,  and  accu- 
mulation of  power  v.'ithout  unwieldi- 
nefs,  were  to  feize  Conflantinople 
itfelf,  to  occupy  the  Euxine  with 
her  fleets  where  no  European  eye 
could  fee  or  examine  their  force  un- 
til they  poured  into  the  Mediter- 
ranean, then  perhaps  it  was  admit- 
ted flie  might  become  an  obje(Jl  of 
dread  to  Great  Britain,  but  the  pro- 
bability of  fuch  an  event  Ihould  be 
proved  before  the  neceffity  of  an  ar- 
m.ament  appeared. 

The  idea  of  our  having  obtained 
any  modification  of  the  leaft  co^fe- 
quence  was  extremely  ridiculed. 
Our  commencement  of  the  negoci- 
ation  was  declared  to  be  unnecef- 
fary  and  v/anton  ;  our  conduft  in  it 
charafterized  by  arrogance  and  in- 
jalHce ;  and  our  termination  of  it 
mean  and  pufillanimous.  So  far 
were  we  from  having  o;ratified  our 
Ottoman  friends,  that  they  regard- 
ed us  with  contempt  and  abhorrence. 
In  fupport  of  this  lall  afTertion  *,  a 
long  paper  was  read,  purporting  to 

be 


*  The  authenticity  cf  this  paper  was  denied  by  the  minlftry.  As  a  fmgular 
performance,  we  ncvertlielei*  give  it  in  a  note. — "  The  grand  fignior  wars  for 
himlelt,  and  for  hinilelf  makes  peace — he  can  truli  his  own  (laves,  feivants,  and 
fubieiTts — he  knows  their  faith,  has  experienced  their  virtue,  acd  can  rely  upon 
their  fiLleiity.  A  virtue  Ion;  fir.ce  baniflied  your  corner  ot  Europe.  IF  all  other 
chriltians  tel!  truth,  no  reliance  is  to  be  had  on  England,  ftie  buys  and  fells  all 
mankind.  The  Ottomans  have  no  connexion  with  your  king,  nor  your  country— 
we  never  fought  for  your  advice,  your  interference  or  frieiuhhip;  we  have  no  mi- 
iiilter,  no  agency,  no  correfpor.Jence  with  you  j  for  what  realbn  offer  ye  then  to 
nediiits  for  us  with  RuiTia?   why  ftek.  ye  to  fervc  an  empire  of  infidels,  as  ye  call 

us 
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1)6  a  copy  of  the  grand  vizier's  an-  marked,  had  not  been  blamed  for 
Iwer  to  our  ambaffador  at  Conibm-  yielding  to  the  public  opinion  ;  but 
tinople.     The  miniiter,  ic  waa  re-     for  reducing  himfeif  to  fuch  a  fitu  • 

ation, 

us  Muffelmen  ?  we  want  not  your  friend ftlip,  aid,  or  mediation.  Your  vizier,  of 
whom  you  Ipeak  fo  highly,  nmft  have  fome  proje6^  of  deception  in  view,  ibme  op- 
prefiive  fcheme  to  aniufe  your  natiosi  whom  we  are  told  are  credulous,  fervile,  and 
adorers  only  of  money.  Avarice,  if  we  are  well  ijiformed,  is  your  chief  charac- 
teriftic — you  would  fell  and  buy  your  God — money  is  your  deity — and  all  things 
is  commerce  with  your  minillry,  with  your  nation. — Come  ye  then  to  fell  us  to 
Ruffia  ?  No,  let  us  bargain  for  ourfclves :  When  fate  has  I'pun  out  the  thread  of 
our  good  fortune  we  mult  yiehl ;  what  has  been  decreed  by  God  and  the  prophet  of 
men  mull  and  will  come  to  pafs.  We  Ottomans  know  no  fiudfe. — Duplicity 
and  cunning  are  your  chriitian  morals.  We  are  not  afhamed  to  be  honelt,  down- 
right, plain  and  faidiful  in  our  ftate  maxims.  -  If  we  fad  in  vv'ar,  we  lubmit  to 
the  will  of  Heaven,  decreed  from  the  beginning.  We  have  long  lived  in  fpleudor 
the  firft  power  on  earth,  and  we  glory,  having  triumphed  for  ages  over  chriftiau 
infidelity  and  depravity,  mixed  with  all  forts  of  vice  and  hypcciiiy — we  adore  the 
God  of  nature  and  believe  in  Maliomet — you  neither  believe  in  the  God  you  pre- 
tend to  worfliip,  nor  in  his  Son,  whom  you  call  both  your  god  and  your  prophet. 
What  reliance  can  there  be  upon  fo  facri!e:^ious  a  race  ?  Tsuth  you  bamfti,  as  }oii 
do  virtue,  from  all  your  conduft  and  a6lions  with  each  other — read  the  caralugue 
cif  the  complaints,  manifeftoes,  declarations,  and  remontirances  of  all  the  chridian 
kings,  mouaichs  and  emperors,  who  have  lived  and  warred  with  each  other— 
you  find  them  all  equally  blafphemous,  equally  perfidious,  equally  cruel,  equally 
imjult  and  faithlefs  to  tlieir  engagements. — Did  tiie  Turk  evcrfoiftit  Ids  proinife, 
word,  or  honour  ?  Never!  Did  ever  a  chriitian  power  keep  an  engagement  but  vvhi.'e 
it  fuited  his  own  avarice  or  ambition  ?  No  !  How  the  .  Jo  you  think,  we  are  to  trull 
you,  a  nation  at  this  moment,  if  we  are  told  truth,  ruled  by  a  perfidious  adminiltra- 
tion,  without  one  grain  of  virtue  to  guide  the  machine  of  irate  ?  the  grand  fignior 
has  no  public  intercourfc  with  your  court — he  wants  none — he  wilhes  to>r  none.  If 
you  wifli  to  remain  here  either  as  a  fpy,  or,  as  ycu  term  yourleh,  an  ambafiador  for 
your  court,  you  may  live  with  thcfe  of  other  chriitian  nations,  while  you  demean 
yourfelf  with  propriety,  but  we  want  neither  your  aid  by  lea  or  bnd,  nor  y^^ur 
council  or  mediation.  I  have  no  order  to  thank  you  for  your  offer,  becauie  it  is  by 
the  Divan  deemed  officious ;  nor  have  I  any  command  to  thank  you  tor  the  ofitr 
of  your  naval  affiitance,  becaufe  it  is  wliat  the  Porte  never  dreamed  of  admitting 
into  cur  fcas.  What  you  have  to  do  with  RulTia  we  neither  know  or  care,  our  con- 
cerns with  that  court  we  mean  to  finiih  as  fuits  ourfclves,  and  the  maxhns  of  o-.r 
laws  and  Itate  policy.  If  you  are  not  the  molt  profiigate  c!;nftian  nation,  ns  you 
are  charged  to  be,  you  are  undoubtedly  the  bolded  in  pvelumpti.jn  and  elfrontery, 
in  oiTering  to  bring  fucli  a  power  as  RufTia  to  terms ;  inch  as  ycu  and  fome  other 
trivial  chiiftians  united  fancy  vourfelves  equal  to  command — we  know  better,  and 
therefore  this  effrontery  of  yours  amounts  rather  to  audacity,  and  to  an  imbecile  diy- 
tation,  which  mult  render  your  councils  at  home  mean  and  coriteinptib'e,  and  your 
advice  abroad  unworthy  of  wifdom,  or  attention  from  any  power,  much  Jcis  the  re- 
gard of  the  Porte,  which  on  all  occahons  wherein  its  m.inilters  had  iiltened  to  yon, 
have  experienced  evil,  either  in  your  d.;rign3  or  in  your  ignorance — his  lublime 
highnefs  cannot  be  too  much  upon  his  guard  againft  the  attempts  and  prefunjp- 
tion  of  a  nation  fo  perfidious  to  the  intereits  of  its  fubjeds  (or  colonilts) — but  it  is 
the  ufual  way  of  chriftian  princes  to  fell  and  cede  over  their  lubjtfts  to  each  other  for 
money.  Every  peace  made  amongft  you,  as  we  are  well  informed,  is  made  fa.. 
Vol.  XXXIV.  [H  vourable 
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ation.that  he  could  neither  proceed 
without  lofs,  nor  retreat  without  dif- 
grace. 

On  this  laft  topic,  Mr.  Sheridan 
in  particular  was  peculiarly  pointed 
and  perronal,  dir^dly  accufiiig  Mr. 
Pitt  of  having  continued  tivj  arma- 
ment, not  to  produce  acquiefcence 
in  his  demands,  but  merely  from  a 
proud  oblliaacy  of  difpofnion,  which 
could  not  brook  the   retraftion  of 
c  ror.     The  right  honourable  gen- 
tleman, in  his  idea,  had  ftill  kept 
it   up  to  preferve  an  haughty  ap- 
pearance  of  charafter  for  himfelf, 
;ifter  he  had  facriuced   the   dignity 
of  his  royal  mailer;  IHII  periiftedin 
making  the  fleet  of  England  ride  at 
S pithead  in  affecled  pomp,  or  rather 
in  difgraceful  array,  exhibiting  in 
naval  manoeuvres  the  zigzag  type 
of  his  own  crooked  policy.     If  Mr. 
Pitt   was  wrong    in  the  principle 
which  he  at  linl  held  cut  as  a  rea- 
fonable   caufe   for  our   arming,  he 
ou^ht  to  be  difgraced;  if  he  was 
right  he  ought  to  be  impeached  for 
abandoning  it.     Mr.  Sheridan  like- 
wife  exprefled  his   allonifliment  at 
the  f.lsnce  v/hich  the  minifter  had 
hitherto  preferved,  wrapping  him- 
felf  up  in  a  garb  of  myftery,  with 
his  accuftomed  hau^htinefs,  adding 
iafult  to  injury,  and  with  a  degree 
of  arrogance  altogether    unexam- 
pled, difdaining  to  account  to  the 
houfe  for  his  conducl. 

Mr.  Dundas  obferved  in  reply, 


that  Mr.  Pitt  waited  until  he  heard 
from  the  lips  of  Mr.  Fox  the  fall 
amount  of  the  charges  which  were 
t6  be  brought  again  ft  him.  On  ac- 
count, however,  of  the  latenefs  of 
the  hour,  the  houfe  adjourned  ;  and 
the  debate  was  refumed  on  the  fol- 
lowing day. 

Afrer  two  or  three  gentlemen  in 
oppofuion  had  delivered  their  fen- 
tiinents  on  the  d-efolutions,  which 
were  heard  by  the  houfe  with  m-uch 
fecming  impatience,  Mr.  Fox  at 
length  rofe,  and  prefaced  his  fpeech 
by  reprobating  the  mode  in  which 
the  minifter  chofe  to  condudl  his 
defence.  Accufed  of  having  in-, 
volved  the  nation  in  diiafter  and 
difgrace,  he  thought  proper  to  re- 
fjrve  himfelf,  until  his  opponents 
had  all  fpoken,  that  no  means  might 
be  given  to  reply  to  his  defence,  and 
to.expofe  its  fallacies,  or  deteft  'its 
mifreprefentations. 

After  having  animadverted  for 
fome  time  on  this  (as  he  termed  it) 
unfair  and  unmanly  conduft,  he 
proceeded  to  fupport  the  arguments 
of  his  friends.  Notwithilanding 
that  fome  of  them  had  fpoken,  per- 
haps, too  generally  againil  conti- 
nental connections,  he  confelTed  that 
he  could  not  himfelf  behold  affairs 
on  the  continent  with  perfeft  jndif- 
fererce.  When  fuch  a  power  as 
that  of  France,  and  udth  views  fuch 
as  the  family  compaiSl  was  intended 
to  ferve,  appeared  ready  to  dictate 


vourable  to  the  king  that  heft  bribes.  The  Ottoman  minift'-y  have  too  long  and 
too  often  given  ear  to  European  councils,  ?>nd  as  often  as  thty  To  did,  they  either 
were  betrayed,  fold,  or  dectived — away  then  with  your  uiterferencc  for  the  Porte 
with  Ruflia. 

"  It  has  been  your  aim  to  embroil  all  mankind,  and  lhere;!frer  to  profit  by  your 
perfidy.  We  a/k  not,  want  not,  nor  defire  your  commerce,  hecaiife  our  merchants 
have  been  facrificed  to  your  double  dealings — you  have  no  religion  but  gain — ava- 
rice is  your  only  god,  and  the  chrillian  faith  you  profefs  but  a  maflc  for  your  hy- 
pocriiy — we  v/iil  hear  no  more  from  you — therefore  you  are  commanded  to  make 
fie  reply." 

and 
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and  give  laws  to  its  neighbours,  he 
t  bought  that  the  iiitererts  of  our  coun- 
try demanded  our  interference  and 
our  arms;  'out  he  could  not  carry  his 
ideas  to  fuch  dillantdangv.'rs,  to  fuch 
a  concatenation  of  po!iti(.al  connec- 
tions, as  Mr.  Jenkinfon  had  develop- 
ed. To  judge  of  our  alliances  by  the 
circumftanci's  which  made  them  ne- 
cefTary,  he  Hated  to  be  the  true  po- 
licy for  England.  He  conceived  it 
would  be  wrong  to  form  no  continen- 
tal connexions  at  all,  and  equally 
wrong  to  carry  them  to  the  extreme 
which  had  been  prooofed. 

On  the  point  of  Oczakow,  he  re- 
marked, that  if  the  ceflion  ot  it  to 
Ruflia,  could  in  the  leall  afte(fl  the 
gen-Tal  balance  of  power  in  Europe, 
by  abandoning  it  to  theemprefs,  the 
minider  had  condemned  and  dif- 
graced  himfelf.  If  it  wtre  faid, 
that  perhaps  Oczcxkow  was  not 
worth  a  war  particularly  againft 
public  opinion,  it  was  only  worth  an 
armament,  it  was  worth  a  threat, 
but  not  worth  carrying  that  threat 
into  ex'ccution,  he  Ibould  reply,  that 
fuch  a  mode  of  reafoning  was  grofs 
and  fcand.ilous,  contemptible,  pro- 
fligate, and  dilhonourabie. 

Adminiilration  it  feemed,  defended 
the  derelidion  of  its  firll  meafures 
upon  the  principle,  that  public  opi- 
nion was  againil  them.  His  obler- 
vation  on  this  was,  that  v.'hen  the 
public  opinion  on  great  and  impor- 
tant points  did  not  fquarc  with  the 
opinion  of  minifters,  it  was  a  duty 
which  they  owed  to  their  king,  their 
country,  and  their  own  honour,  to 
refign.  But  he  denied,  in  fad,  that 
they  had  afted  on  public  opinion  at 
all ;  they  had  rather  aCled  on  the 
dread  of  being  unfupported  in  the 
war  by  a  majority  of  that  boufe. 
This  he  thought  evident,  from  the 
bare  circumllance  that  in  one  week 


after  the  firU  delivery  of  his  majef- 
ty's  meflage  they  had  completely 
changed  their  fyftem. 

If  it  were  aiked,  what  right  had 
the  right  honourable  gentleman  to 
interfere  at  all  in  the  dilpute,  the 
anfvver,  he  conceived,  would  be  ob- 
vious— the  right  of  a  proud  man 
anxious  to  play  a  lofty  part.  France 
had  quitted  the  Itage;  the  charafter 
of  the  miferable  difturbcr  of  empires 
was  vacant;  when  he  came  forward, 
refolved  to  boail,  and  vapour,  and 
to  play  his  antick  tricks  on  the  fame 
theatre.  What  has  been  the  confe- 
qucnce  ?  After  menacing,  twilling, 
and  turning,  after  keeping  up  aa 
armament  for  four  months,  and 
fpending  half  a  million  of  money, 
after  having  reforted  to  all  the  fe- 
verities  of  imprcfling,  dragging  the 
moil  valuable  citizens  from  their 
peaceful  homes,  he  had  been  oblig- 
ed at  lail  to  crouch  at  the  emprels's 
foot,  to  afk  "  from  her  goodnl'fs 
and  generolity  feme  flight  modifi- 
cations of  her  firil  propofals,"  and 
finally  to  accede  to  all  her  de- 
mands. 

In  a  mingled  flyle  of  contempt 
and  ridicule,  Mr.  Fox  defcanted  at 
large  on  the  whole  of  what  he  call- 
ed this  dirty  tranfaclion.  He  de- 
fied any  man  to  produce  ai:  inllance 
half  fo  degrading  from  the  page  of 
hiilory.  Before  we  armed,  the  ob- 
ject he  obfcrved,  for  whick  we  were 
fuppofed  to  have  embractt-d  that  mea- 
fure,  was  actually  abandoned ;  yet 
minillers  perfevered  in  their  abfurd 
fchcme,  diftreffed  our  commerce 
and  fquandered  the  revenues  of  the 
kingdom  for  no  one  rational  pur- 
pofe,  only  to  gratify  the  pride  an 
folly  of  the  chancellor  of  the  ex- 
ciiequer,  to  prefcrve  his  place  for 
him  by  keeping  up  the  appearance 
of  confiltency.  Such  miferable  and 
[rj    2  ruinous 


340]     ANNUAL    RE  G  I  S  T  E  R,  1792. 


ruinous  expedients  belonged  but  to 
low  and  grovelinfT  minds.  Caielefs 
of  fame,  and  attached  only  to  power 
and  emolument,  the  right  honoura- 
ble gentleman  had  preferved  his 
place,  but  loft  his  reputation.  If 
arguments  were  wanting  to  prove 
the  neceffity  of  a  reform,  the  condud 
of  adminifiration  on  this  occafion 
fufticiently  proved  it.  That  the  pride 
and  prefumpcion  of  one  man  (hould 
bring  calamity  and  difgrace  on  a 
whole  naiion  he  thought  was  almoft 
more  than  philofophy  could  teach 
human  patience  to  endure. 

In  this  admired  fpeech  (to  which 
the  plan  of  this  hiftory  will  not  allow 
fcope  for  doing  juftice)  Mr.  Fox, 
perhaps,  added  not  much  new  matter 
to  the  arguments  which  had  been 
previoufly  advanced.  He  never- 
thelefs  took  fo  comprehenfive  a  fcope, 
exhibited  every  topic  in  fo  llriking 
a  point  of  view,  and  while  he  exer- 
cifed  his  accuftomed  ingenuity  in 
viewing  and  reviewing  the  whole 
fubjedl  in  every  poffible  light,  appa- 
rently expreffedhimfelfin  fo  fair  and 
vinftudied  a  manner,  that  this  want 
of  novelty  was  amply  compenfated 
by  the  impreflion  produced  on  the 
minds  of  his  hearers. 

Mr.  Pitt  paid  Mr.  Fox  many 
high  compliments  on  the  richnefs 
and  power  of  his  elocution;  but 
confidering  the  addrefs  as  rather 
made  to  the  imagination  than  the 
judgment  of  the  houfe,  he  very 
neatly  converted  the  eloquence  of 
his  adverfary  to  his  own  advantage, 
by  remarking,  that  the  caufeofop- 
poiition  might  make  an  artful  ap- 
peal to  the  paffions  neceflary,  while 
that  which  he  defended,  flood  in 
need  of  no  fach  aids. 

He  fpoke  long  on  the  policy  of 
preferving  the  balanceof  power,  and 
accufed  the  other  fide  of  the  houfe 


of  admitting  the  principle,  but  ex- 
ploding the  praftice.  His  own  opi- 
nion on  the  fubjeft,  he  faid,  was  clear 
and  decided;  for  he  was  fully  con- 
vinced that  the  intereft  and  honour 
of  this  country  required  the  moll:  vi- 
gilant attention  to  the  political  fitu- 
ation  of  the  continental  powers,  left 
the  predominancy  of  any  one  fiaould 
deftroy  that  equipoife,  which  he 
deemed  necefliiry  to  the  fafety  of 
the  whole. 

That  the  depreflion  of  the  Tur- 
kifli  empire  in  Europe  would  con- 
fiderably  afFeft  the  balance  of  power, 
he  thought  had  been  fufficiently 
proved  already.  From  the  time  of 
William  HI.  to  the  prefent  period, 
the  Ottomans  had  always  been  con- 
fidered  as  powerful  allies,  and  for- 
midable enemies. 

But  the  great  objeft  of  the  Ruf- 
fians, he  remarked,  had  long  been 
to  acquire  an  afcendency  on  the 
Black  Sea;  an  objecl  which  they 
had  in  part  eiFedted ;  for,  although 
they  had  not  yet  obtained  a  com- 
plete pre-eminence,  they  neverthe- 
lefs  divided  the  fovereignty  of  it 
with  the  Ottomans.  Should  they 
get  the  whole  of  it  into  their  pofl'ef- 
fion,  a  new  naval  power  would  arife, 
formidable  to  all  Europe.  To  check 
therefore  the  rapid  progrefs  of  the 
emprcfs  againft  the  Porte,  to  compel 
her  to  defiit  from  war,  and  accept 
reafonable  terms  of  pacification, 
was  undoubtedly  the  intereft  of 
Great  Britain  and  her  allies. 

Having  ftated  what  he  conceived 
to  be  the  true  policy  of  this  country 
in  the  late  dlfpute,  he  next  adverted 
to  the  inquiry.  What  advantages  had 
we  obtained  by  our  intervention? 
In  his  opinion,  we  had  gained  fe- 
veral;  ift,  by  carrying  our  point 
relative  to  the  navigation  of  the 
Dnieiler;  and  zdly,  by  inducing  the 
emprcfs 
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emprefs  to  recede  from  her  firft 
unfair  dsmand,  that  the  Turkifh 
provinces  of  BelTarabia,  Wallachia, 
and  Moldavia  fhould  be  formed  into 
an  independent  ftate,  under  the  go-' 
vernment  of  a  chriiliian  prince. 

In  anf.ver  to  the  charge  of  his 
having  given  up  Oczakow  to  the 
empreft,  which  he  undoubtedly  re- 
garded as  a  place  of  fome  import- 
ance, calculated  in  the  hands  of  the 
Turks  to  check  the  progrefs  of  the 
Ruflian  arms,  he  could  only  obferve, 
as  he  before  had  done,  that  in  this 
inftance  blame  (hould  attach  to  his 
adverfaries,  and  not  to  himfelf  or 
his  colleagues;  but  he  meant  not 
to  impute  criminality  to  their  mea- 
fures,  as  they  m.ight  have  adled  on 
patriotic  motives,  in  order  tb  fave 
the  eiFufion  of  blood,  and  the  ex- 
penditure of  the  public  money. 

Had  no  divifion,  however,  exifted 
in  this  country,  ihe  emprefs,  he  was 
convinced,  would  not  have  ventured 
a  fingle  campaign.  Ihe  triumph 
on  the  occafion  was  certainly  on 
Mr.  Fox's  fide,  if  that  gentleman 
could  arrogate  to  himfelf  any  tri- 
umph over  the  friends  and  counfels 
of  his  country. 

He  acknowledged  that  a  time 
had  exirted,  when  the  fame  terms 
which  had  been  ultimately  obtained 
with  an  armed  force,  might  have 
been  obtained  without  one.  But 
as  thofe  terms  had  been  refufed  at 
the  period  alluded  to,  and  as  we  af- 
terwards armed,  had  we  difarmed 
immediately  upon  a  change  of  fyf- 
tem,  it  was  highly  probable  that 
we  fhould  never  have  gained  the 
very  conditions  which  we  at  firfl: 
rtjefted.  On  the  whole,  he  flattered 
himfelf  that  the  houfe  would  not 
liften  to  general  terms  of  unmerited 
qbloquy,  but  put  a  liberal  conftruc- 


tion  on  the  motives  which  had  di- 
rected his  condud. 

After  Mr.  Pitt  had  concluded, 
Mr.  Fox,  in  a  fliort  fpeech  remark- 
ed, that  both  in  and  out  of  otiice 
he  had  always  regarded  Ruffia  as  a 
defireable  ally  for  this  kingdom. 
Ruffia,  of  all  the  powers  in  Europe, 
fcarcely  excepting  Holland,  he  con- 
ceived to  be  that  power  with  which 
the  cultivation  of  reciprocal  ties  of 
friendfhip,  both  commercial  and  po- 
litical, was  moll  natural  and  moll 
important. 

The  principal  fpeakers  on  the  mi- 
nifterial  fide  were  Mr.  Jenkinfon  and 
Mr.  Grant;  on  the  fide  of  oppofi- 
tion  Mr.  Whitbread,  colonel  Ma- 
clcod  (who  in  the  former  fefuon  fup- 
ported  the  minifter)  Mr.  Grey,  Mr. 
V/indham,  Mr.  Sheridan,  and  Mr. 
Francis:  Mr.  Burke  was  not  pre- 
fent.  When  the  firll  refolution  was 
put,  it  was  negatived  ;  on  the  fe- 
cond,  the  previous  queflion  was  car- 
ried ;  and  on  the  third,  a  divilion 
took  place.  Ayes  1 1 8- — noes  244.. 

On  the  fame  day  that  Mr.  Grey 
in  the  houfe  of  commons  moved  for 
papers  illuftrative  cf  the  Ruffian  ne- 
gociation.  Earl  Fitzwilliam  brought 
forward  in  the  houfe  of  lords  fe- 
veral  Ilrong  refolutions,  containing 
an  indireft  cenfure  of  the  whole 
tranfadlion.  They  were,  "  i.  That 
it  appears  to  this  houfe,  that  the  em- 
prefs of  Ruffia  (whofe  uncontrovert- 
ed  affertion  to  the  Pruffian  and 
Britifh  minillers  at  Peterfburgh,  that 
the  courts  of  Berlin  and  London  had 
acknowledged  and  avowed  that  Ihe 
had  been  unjuftly  attacked  and  pro- 
voked) communicated  to  his  ma- 
jefty's  minifters  by  her  minifter  at 
this  court,  the  count  de  Woronzow, 
on  the  26th  of  May  1790,  the  fol- 
lowing   as   the    loweft    terms   on 
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which  fhe  was  ready  to  make  peace 
with  her  enemies. — ifl.  The  j-e-eila- 
bli(hment  of  the  treaties  fubfilting 
at  the  moment  of  the  rupture ;  zdlv, 
the  cefiion  of  the  void  and  uncul- 
tivated territory  which  extends  as 
far  as  the  Dnie'.rer  (containing  no- 
thing of  importance,  except  the  fm- 
gle  town  of  Oczakow)  fo  as  this 
river  may  hereafter  ferve  as  a  fron- 
tier between  Ruflia  and  Turkey  : 

2.  That  in  anfwer  to  this  com- 
munication, his  Majefty's  miniilers 
obferved  to  the  Rullian  miniller, 
count  Woronzow,  that  thefe  propo- 
fitions  appear  little  calculated  to 
conciliate  the  minds  either  of  the 
king  of  Sweden  or  the  Porte.  The 
ceflion  of  Oczakow  with  its  terri- 
tories to  Rufiia  might  meet  with  the 
greateil:  oppofition  on  the  part  of  the 
Turks,  and  confequently  ferve  ra- 
ther to  prolong  than  terminate  the 
calamities  of  war : 

3.  That  in  the  month  of  Auguft 
1 790,  the  king  of  Sweden  concluded 
a  peace  with  the  emprefs  of  Rufiia, 
without  the  intervention  of  Great 
Britain  : 

4.  That  after  tiie  peace  had  been 
concluded  with  the  king  of  Sweden, 
and  during  the  ccurfe  of  a  fuccefsful 
campaign,  the  fanve  propofitions  re- 
fpe6ling  terms  of  peace  .with  the 
Porte,  as  had  h.'retofore  been  offered 
by  the  emprefs  of  Ruflia,  were  again 
repeated  by  his  Swedifh  majefty 
on  difrerent  occafions,  and  particu- 
larly fo  on  the  31ft  of  Ofiober  1790, 
jiccompanied,  on  that  occafion,  by 
a  declaration,  that  the  conditions 
of  peace  would  always  confift  of 
the  fame  terms  on  her  part : 

5.  'I'hat  thofe  propofitions  having 
been  invariable  on  the  part  of  the 
eroprefs  fiom  the  26th  of  May 
I790^a  meflage  was  delivered  on  the 


28th  of  March  lall,  by  his  majeily's 
minifiers  to  the  two  houfes  of  p-irlia- 
ment.  The  reiblution  then  proceed- 
ed to  llate  his  majelly's  melTage. 

6.  That  a  gveat  naval  armament 
was    immediately    ordered    to    be 
equipped:    that   fubfequent  to  this 
armament,    a    negociation  was  re- 
fumed  by  his  majeily's  minilter  at 
Peterfburgh  on   the    26th  of  May 
1791,   for    the    exprefs  purpofe  of 
fecuring  a  defeniive  frontier  to  the 
Turkifh  empire,  as  a  point  of  tl  e 
highcll  importance  to  the  fecurity 
and    independence   of  that   power, 
and   eJlential   for  the   maintenance 
of   the    permanent    tranquillity   of 
Europe ;    which    negociation    was 
concluded  by  adopting  the  propo- 
rtion made  by  the  emprefs  on  the 
26th  of  May  1790,  to  his  majefty's 
minillers;  and  not  only  admitted  as 
the  bafis  of  an  accommodation,  but 
it  was  further  declared,  on  the  part 
of  his  majefly's  miniilcr,  that  if  the 
faid  terms  were  not  accepted  by  the 
Porte  within  four  months,  the  ter- 
mination of  the  war  fhould  be  left 
to  the  ccurfe  of  events : 

7.  That  the  negociations  of  the 
Britifh  cabinet,  during  a  period  of 
fourteen  months,  from  May  26 
1790,  backed  and  enforced  by  the 
v/eight  and  form.idable  authority  of 
a  great  naval  armament,  equipped 
for  that  exprefs  purpofe,  had  no  ef- 
feft  with  refpedi  to  the  interelts  of 
the  Ottoman  Porte,  unlefs  that  of 
retarding  the  concluhon  of  peace 
between  that  power  and  Ruliia,  and 
of  extending  the  calamities  of  war 
for  two  unneceflary  and  more  de- 
ftrudive  campaigns  to  the  Turks; 
nor  any  with  refpeil:!  to  the  intereils 
of  Great  Britain,  but  that  of  ex- 
posing the  honour,  hazarding  tiie 
tranquillity  of  the  kingdom,  and  of 
cramping 
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cramping  tlie  extent,  and  endanger- 
ing the  fafcty  of  its  commerce  by 
an  unnecefikry  and  moil:  expenfive 
dii'play  of  nav.il  equipment,  which 
had  no  benencial  object  in  view, 
and  which  obtained  no  nstior.al 
ad'/antage  whatever." 

Tnefe  refolutions  were  negatived 
by  a  majority  of  65 — 82  to  19. 
Not  difcouragcd,  however,  by  their 
iirli  failure,  the  opposition  renewed 
the  fubiett  on  the  27th  of  February 
by  a  I'dil  ftronger  meafure.  On 
that  day,  lord  i'orchellcr  moved  a 
direct  cenfure  on  his  majefiy's  mi- 
nillers,  for  abufing  the  confidence 
of  that  houfe ;  the  motion  was 
neverthelefs  negatived  by  a  greater 
majority  than  the  preceding  one, 
the  numbers  being  98  to  19.  To 
particularize  thefe  debates,  would 
be  to  repeat  the  fame  argumenrs 
with  very  little  modification,  which 
we  have  jull  detailed  from  the  re- 
ports of  the  proceedirgs  in  the  houfe 
of  commons.  The  complexion  of 
both  debates  was  rather  warmer 
fhan  what  is  ufual  in  that  houfe. 
At  the  clofe  of  the  firft  debate,  the 
.•duke  of  Leeds  rofe  to  defend  his 
condurt  in  reusinins  his  official 
fituation,  when  adminiitration  in 
the  preceding  year  fhifted  its  ground, 
and  abandoned  the  fyilem  of  war. 
His  grace  forcibly  argued  upon  the 
policy  of  this  fyilem,  on  which  ad- 
miniilration  had  committed  itfelf  in 
tiieevfs  of  all  Europe;  but,  added 
he,  v/hcn  I  found  in  my  colleagues 
a  diipofuion  to  depart  from  it,  duty 
to  my  king,  refped  to  my  country, 
and,  permit  me  to  fay,  to  my  own 
feelings  pointed  out  the  only  line 
which  I  had  to  purfue.  I  laid  thofe 
feals  at  the  feet  of  his  majelly,  with 
which  he  had  been  pleafed  fo  long 
to  honour  me.  Immediately  after 
the  difcuflion  on  his  inajefty's  mef- 


fage  in  both  houfes  of  parliament, 
adminiltration,  he  remarked,  deter- 
mined for  reafons  which  he  could 
not  jullit'y  to  himfclf,  to  abandon 
the  precife  objeift  of  the  armament 
at  the  m.oment  it  commenced.  Had 
they  met  the  quelHon  fairly  and 
fully  lall  year,  when  repeatedly  cal- 
led upon  for  explanation  (and  here 
he  took  Ihame  to  himfelf  for  the 
part  he  had  adled  in  refilling  all 
explanation  on  the  fubjcd)  he  was 
convinced,  that  the  nation  at  large 
would  have  given  a. hearty  concur- 
rence to  their  meafures. 

The  fimplicity,  candour,  and 
maniinefs  of  ids  grace's  declarations 
on  this  occafion  were  highly  extol- 
led by  the  oppofition  in  both 
houfei,  who  endeavoured  to  contrail 
it,  in  the  moll  dii'aJvantageous  point 
of  view,  with  the  language  and  con- 
dut\  of  the  minillers  remaining  in 
office. 

Earl  Stanhope,  v/ho  had  voted 
againll  the  armament  in  the  former 
feffion,  becaufc  he  thought  a  war 
with  Ruffia  neither  founded  in  juf- 
tice,  policy,  nor  neceffity,  fupport- 
ed  adminiilration  on  tlieie  quellions. 
He  refled  the  ground  of  his  fupport 
on  tlie  defence  made  by  minillers 
themfelves,  who  profelfed  to  have 
refigned  their  own  opinions  to  the 
opinions  of  the  people.  After  de- 
claring himfelf  a  warm  friend  to  the 
principles  of  the  conftitution,  he 
recommended  a  clofe  alliance  with 
France.  United  with  her,  he  af- 
ferted,  \ve  might  eafily  preferve  the 
balance  of  power,  and  awe  all  the 
neighbouring  Hates  from  projects 
of  ambition  and  aggrandizement. 

The  Ruffian  armament  was  not 
the  only  meafure  in  which  the  wif- 
dom  of  admini  Iration  was  arraign- 
ed ;  its  condudl  in  the  Indian  war 
was  equally   cenfured.     The   lame 
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ground  indeed  had  been  traverfed 
in  the  former  feffion ;  but  the  op- 
pofit ion  reemed  to  flatter  themfelves, 
that  they  might  be  able  to  produce 
new  articles  oF  crimination,  or  ad- 
ditional proofs  of  old  ones.  With 
this  view  major  Maidand  moved 
■p.  1  ,  for  the  following  papers; 
■-''*"  Copies  of  all  orders 
or  inftruftions  from  the  court  of  di- 
jeftors,  or  (the  fecret  committee,  to 
the  government  of  India,  relative  to 
the  condufl  to  be  obferved  towards 
Tippoo  Sultan;or  the  Nizam,  from 
the  ill  of  January  17S8,  to  the  re- 
ceipt of  the  fird  accounts  from  In- 
dia of  the  commencement  of  hoiti- 
litics  with  Tippoo. 

"  Copies  of  minutes  of  all  con- 
fultations  of  the  Bengal  govern- 
ment relative  to  any  negociation 
between  earl  Cornvvallis  and  the 
Kizam  in  1789. 

•'  Copies  of  all  correfpondence 
between  the  court  of  diredlors,  or 
the  fecret  committee,  and  the  go- 
vernment of  India,  relative  to  any 
negociation  carried  on  by  earl 
Cornwallis  with  the  Nizam  in 
1789. 

"  Copies  of  all  parts  of  letters 
from  eail  Cornwallis,  or  the  prefi- 
dency  of  Fort  St.  George  relative 
to  a  confiderable  loan  of  money 
promifed  by  earl  Cornwallis  to  the 
Mahrattas  in  June  1791.     And, 

*'  Copies  of  all  accounts  received 
by  the  court  of  direftors  in  their 
public  or  fecret  capacity,  from  their 
Servants  in  India,  relative  to  prcpo- 
fals  for  peace,  either  written  or  ver- 
bal, made  by  Tippoo  Sultan  fmce 
the  commencement  of  the  prefent 
war ;  togctlier  with  the  reafons  af- 
fjgncd  for  ncv;  accepting  the  fan:e, 
acco'ding  to  the  lateil:  advices." 

Mr.  Hippifley  likewife,  at  the 
fame  time,  moved  for  conies  of  all 


letters  refpefting  the  purchafe  of 
Cranganore  and  Jacottah,  by  the 
rajah  of  Travancore.  • 

In  favour  of  the  produftion    of 
thefe  papers  it  was  argued,  that  no 
pofiible  danger  could  arife  from  a 
liberal  difcuflion  on  great  and  im- 
portant  queftions,   relative    to   the 
origin  or  conduft  of  a  war,  at  any 
period,  except  to  the  partial  views 
of  adminllbation,  which  might  thus 
perhaps  be  fairly  and  fully  expofed. 
To  the  interefts  of  the  people  fuch 
difcuffions  would  be  always  benefi- 
cial.    To   withhold   the  particular 
papers  moved  for  would  be  a  ma- 
nifeft  injuftice,  not  only  to  the  houfe, 
which  had  a  right  to  inftitute  an 
enquiiy,  but  to  the   public  at  large, 
who  ought  to  receive  information 
from  authority.    If  the  war,  agree- 
r.bly  perhaps  to  the  idea  of  its  ad- 
vocates, was  aheadv  terminated, all 
pretexts   on  the    fcore   of  fecrecy 
were    of  courfe  annihilated;    if  it 
ftill  continued,  it  would  neverthelefs 
be  probably  at  an  end  before  the 
refuit  of  any   debate   could   reach 
India;  but  if  it  was  fuppoied,  that 
the   war  might  be  protraded  even 
beyond  that  period,  the  neceflity  of 
an  immediate  enquiry  appeared  llill 
more  urgent.     To  thefe  reafons  for 
the  propriety  of  producing  the  pa- 
pers, it  was  added,  that  the  refufal  of 
them  could  only  be  conllrued  into  a 
confefiion,    that  the    war   was    in- 
volved in  expences  and  calamities  of 
the  moft  ferious  nature,  which  mi- 
ni fters  did  not  judge  it  expedient  to 
fubmit  to  public  view. 

In  rep'y  to  the  foregoing  obfer- 
vations  it  was  faid,  that  the  produc- 
tion of  no  papers  would  be  refilled, 
unlefs  fuch  as  might  lead  to  a  dif- 
cuflion, the  wifdom  and  propriety  of 
which  could  not  be  made  raanifeft. 
To  the  produclion  of  all  the  papers 
moved 
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ir.oved  for  by  major  Maitland,  ex- 
cept the  lall,  there  appeared  no  ob- 
jedion;  and  thefe  could  not  be  pro- 
duced, beciufe  they  had  no  exilrence, 
government  being  poileiTed  of  no 
other  information  refpecling  over- 
tures for  peace  made  by  Tippoo, 
than  what  the  gazettes  had  already 
made  public.  Had  fuch  papers 
however  really  been  in  the  hands  of 
minillers  they  would  have  thought 
it  their  duty  to  have  withheld  them. 
It  was  at  the  fame  time  remarked 
that  difcuffions  in  that  houfe  might 
affect  a  war,  even  at  fo  great  a  dif- 
tance  as  India;  and  that  much  mif- 
chief  would  have  certainly  accrued 
from  the  debates  of  the  preceding 
leflion,  had  not  refolutions  in  favour 
of  the  jullice  and  neceffuy  of  the  war 
been  fubfequently  introduced  and 
carried.  Ihe  diftance  of  India, 
v^hich  prevented  its  native  princes 
from  having  any  tolerable  know- 
ledge of  the  language,  cuftoms,  and 
proceedings  of  a  Britiili  parlia- 
ment, was  rather  an  argument 
againft  the  propriety  of  fuch  difcuf- 
fions. 

T.T  u  L  On  t^e  papers  thus 
March  icth.     ,     •      ,    ^  f     i\,,  ■ 

-'  obtained  major  Mait- 
land afterwards  grounded  feveral 
refolutions  to  the  following  effed; 
"  that  the  letter  of  earl  Cornwallis 
dated  July  7,  1789,  was  meant  to 
have,  and  has  had,  the  full  effect  of  a 
treaty  executed  in  due  form  :  That 
up  to  that  period  Tippoo  gave  no 
provocation. 

That  the  faid  letter  was  a  re- 
cognition of  the  treaty  of  1768. 

That  the  agreement  of  lord  Corn- 
wallis and  the  Nizam,  mud  naturally 
have  convinced  Tippoo,  that  it  was 
intended  to  feize  his  country. 

That  the  objedl  of  a  fettlement  in 
Jacottah  was  the  invafion  of  Tip- 
poo. 


That  therefources  of  Bengal  were 
too  much  exhaulled  to  fupport  the 
war;  and  that  the  government  of 
Madras  had  dircded  the  fcizure  of 
Arcot  and  Tanjore. 

That  the  agreement  with  the 
Nizam  was  in  dired  violation  of  the 
moderate  meafures  recommended  by 
government  in  Great  Britain." 

Many  of  the  arguments  urged  on 
this  cccafion  had  been  anticipated  in 
the  preceding  debate  for  papers. 
Thefe  however  we  have  referved; 
to  give  here  a  fhort  and  conneded 
view  of  the  whole. 

A  dired  indication  of  a  hoftile 
difpofition  in  this  country  towards 
Tippoo  Sultan  was  fuppofed  to  be 
contained  in  lord  Cornwallis's  letter 
to  the  Nizam  of  July  7th  1789, 
which  was  termed  a  mofl  fcanda- 
lous  piece  of  diplomatic  artifice  and 
folly.  In  this  letter  lord  Cornwallis 
referred  to  an  obfo'ete  treaty  with 
the  Nizam  of  1 768,  one  •objed  of 
which  had  been  to  cement  an  alliance 
againft  the  Myforean  power ;  but  as 
in  the  fubfequent  year  we  had  enter- 
ed into  another  treaty  offenfive  and 
defenfive  with  the  Myforean  chief 
himfelf,  the  former  was  fuppofed 
to  have  been  virtually  abandoned. 
In  the  time  therefore  of  profound 
peace  with  Tippoo,  lord  Cornwallis 
was  accufed  of  having  attempted  to 
revive  a  treaty,  in  which  we  had 
bound  ourfelves  to  hoftile  engage- 
ments againft  the  chief  of  Myfore. 
Such  a  tranfadion  was  thought  to 
have  given  the  Sultan  reafonable 
caufe  for  jealoufy  and  fufpicion. 

On  the  other  hand  the  letter  was 
defended  as  a  fair  and  judicious  per- 
formance, which  furnifhed  the  moft 
convincing  proofs  of  the  pacific  dif- 
pofition of  England  towards  the  Sul- 
tan. It  exprefsly  declared  that  this 
country  would  never  enter  into  any 
inimical 


346]       ANNUAL    REGISTER,  1792. 


inimical  mcafv.res  againft  him,  un- 
leis  provoktd  by  frme  aft  of  aggref- 
fion  en  his  part.  ThatTippoo  i:ad 
not  taken  oflvnce  at  tlie  letler  was 
evident  from  hisiniving  never  com- 
plained of  it,  or  hinted  at  any  ex- 
prelnons  which  it  might  be  iup- 
pcfed  to  contain  cf  a  hoftiie  ten- 
dency towards  him..  That  it  had 
rot  influenced  his  conduct  in,  the 
attack  upon  Tiavancore  was  appa- 
rent from  the  bare  circuntltance  of 
its  date,  which  was  fcarcely  a  month 
before  the  period  of  his  appearing 
2t  the  head  a  powerful  army  in  a 
diitant  quarter.  Be  fides  it  was  con- 
tended to  be  fo  hr  from  lord  Corn- 
wallis's  intention  to  revive  the  treaty 
of  1768,  that  at  the  commencement 
of  the  war  he  concluded  a  new  treaty 
of  partition  Vv/ith  our  allies.  The 
Vv'hcle  letter  was  iaid  to  be  notliing 
more  than  a  proper  explanation  ot 
a  doubtful  claufe  in  a  former  treaty, 
confcrm.able  to  the  fpirit  of  the  laws 
of  nations,  and  agreeable  to  the 
fubfequent  decifions  of  parliament. 

The  meafure  of  fending  troops 
to  Travnncore,  previciidy  to  any 
open  rupture  with  the  fultan,  was 
adduced  as  another  proof  of  cur 
hollile  difpofition  towards  tliat 
prince.  This  meafur^:  was  faid  to 
have  been  carried  into  efiedl  not 
cnly    without  the  rcqueft,  but  ex- 


murt:  have  been  of  courfc  as  much 
excited,  as  if  the)'  heenadtually  fent 
to  commence  hof:il::ies. 

On  the  other  hand  it  was  main- 
tained, that  the  troops  entered  Tra- 
v'ancore  with  the  full  conient,  and  at 
the  e.xprefs  defire  of  the  rajah, 
wholly  for  his  protedion  againit  the 
threatened  hoiiiiitics  cf  the  fultan. 
In  every  point  of  view  Tippoo  was 
declared  to  have  '^cen  the  arrgreiibr; 
and  it  w.'is  hinted,  that  he  had  ac- 
tually formed  an  alliance  wirh 
France  for  t!ie  exprefs  purpofe  of 
exti;p!iting  the  Eriiifn  name  from 
the  Peninfiila  cf  India. 

The  profpecls  of  the  termination 
of  the  war,  and  the  mode  of  con- 
ducting it,  came  next  under  con- 
li.^eration.  Our  refotirces  were  re- 
pref.'nted  as  very  unequal  to  the 
conteft,  an  opinion  advanced  in  the 
debates  of  a  former  feffion,  and  then 
difregarded,  but  now  corroborated 
by  tlie  authority  of  lord  Cornwallis 
hinfelf,  who  in  one  of  his  late  dif- 
patches  had  held  a  fimilar  language. 
To  make  up  our  deficiency  however 
one  way  or  other,  we  had  been  guilty 
of  a  flagrant  injuitice;  v/c  had  ilript 
our  ally,  the  nabob  of  Arcot,  of  his 
dorr'.inions,  reducing  a  native  prince 
of  India  to  a  Hate  of  indigence  and 
beggary;  a  tranfadlion  which  was 
faid  10   exceed  in  turpitude  all   the 

prefsly   againft  the  inclinations  of    alledgcrd  crimes  of  Mr.  Haftings. 

the  rajah,   for  the   fole  purpofe  of         The  change  in  the  plan  of  con 


exciting  alarms  in  thefultan's  mind, 
that  be  might  be  irritated  to  hoiiile 
proceedings,  and  thus  furnifn  us 
uith  an  excufe  for  attacking  him, 
under  tiic  pretext  of  fupporting  our 
ally.  Or  granting,  that  the  troops 
were  only  ient  to  acT:  defcnfively,  it 
was  argued,  that  as  Tippoo  could 
not  pcflibly  know  the  orders  which 
had  been  given  them,  his  jealouly 
2 


duftir.g  the  war  when  lord  Corn- 
wallis iirlr  alTumed  the  command, was 
adduced  to  prove  that  little  could 
be  expefted  from  an  adminifrraiion 
thus  fhifting  its  ground,  and  tickle 
in  its  meafures.  Inilead  of  pur- 
fuing  the  advantages  which  general 
IVledows  had  gained  in  the  Coim- 
betore  country,  with  a  great  wafte 
of  blood  and  treafure,  lord  Corn- 
wallis 
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wallis  abandoned  them  entirely,  and 
entered  upon  a  new  and  very  differ- 
ent plan. 

All  chance  of  terminating  the 
war  with  profit  to  ourfelves  was 
much  doubted.  In  the  iubfequent 
campai\;n,  lord  Cornwallis,  it  was 
conceived,  would  be  lefs  able  to  ob- 
tain fupplies,  than  he  had  been  in 
the  former.  Eutfuppofing  this  not 
to  prove  the  cafe,  and  that  we 
iliould  fucceed.  to  our  molt  fanguine 
expectation;  fuppCifing  Seringapatam 
itTeif  to  be  taken,  and  the  fultan  an- 
rihilated,  what  would  be  the  con- 
fequence?  By  the  removal  of  the 
Myforean  barrier,  it  was  contended, 
we  fliould  f.nd  ourfelves  prelTed  on 
all  fides  by  the  Mahrattas,  a  more 
formidable  power  than  that  of 
Myfore,  and  become  to  all  the 
princes  of  India  an  objed  of  jealoufy 
and  hatred. 

In  the  courfe  of  thefe  reflexions 
the  Cppofition  llrcngly  infinuated 
their  want  of  confidence  in  the  mili- 
tary talents  of  lord  ConiwalUs,  at 
the  fame  time  that  tliey  profefled 
great  rcfpeft  for  his  private  cha- 
rafter,  and  the  many  good  qualities 
of  his  heart. 

On  the  other  fide  it  was  main- 
tained, that  the  expence  of  the  war 
had  been  confidcrably  lefs  than  was 
ufually  imagined;  and  that  our  re- 
fources  were  fully  adequate  to  the 
probable  demand  upon  them.  The 
leizure  of  the  Carnatic  from  the 
Nabob,  was  faid  to  have  been  made 
fairly  and  equitably,  nor  did  minif- 
try  (brink  from  any  dilcuOion  of  the 
queflion  which  might  be  brought 
forward.  The  alteration  in  the 
plan  of  attack  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  kft  campaign  under 
lord  Cornwallis  was  afierted  to  be 
judicious,  notwilhftanding  that  many 
advantages  had  been  acquired  in  the 


preceding  campaign  on  a  contrary 
plan.  By  the  poiieflion  of  the  Co- 
imbetore  country,  we  were  made 
mailers  of  feveral  ftrong  holds, 
which  were  of  great  importance  to 
the  fultan,  and  which,  diitrelfed  as 
he  was,  he  had  lately  made  a  bold 
attempt  to  recover.  General  Me- 
dows's  campaign  was  a  wife  one ; 
lord  Cornwallis's  perhaps  a  wifer ; 
befides,.  it  was  natural  for  them, 
being  formed  under  different  cir- 
cumftances,  to  be  diltmguiihed  by 
different  features. 

Our  profpeft  of  final  fuccefs  was 
declared  to  be  alraoft  certain  ;  wife 
and  equitable  meafures  would  then 
be  adopted  for  giving  additional 
fecurity  to  our  Indian  poffeflions, 
againli  u'hich  no  confederacy  of 
native  powers  was  dreaded,  unlefs 
fuch  as  m.ight  be  headed  by  the 
formidable  fovereign  of  Myfore. 

The  military  charafter  of  lord 
Cornwallis  was  defended  in  warm 
terms ;  and  the  conduft  of  the  other 
fide  of  the  houfe  cenfured  as  unfair 
and  unm.anly  in  attacking  abfent 
officer?,  employed  in  the  fervice  of 
their  country. 

Major  Maitland'srefolutions  were 
am.ended  by  others,  purpofely  fo 
framed  as  to  convey  a  diredl  appro- 
bation where  cenfure  had  been  in- 
tended; in  which  form  they  pafled 
the  houfe.  Thefe  amendments 
were  followed  by  a  motion  in  fa- 
vour of  lord  Cornwallis's  conduct, 
both  in  a  civil  and  military  capa- 
city, made  by  colonel  Phipps.  It 
was  in  fubllance,  "  That  it  appears, 
that  the  agreement  entered  into  by 
lord  Cornwallis  with  the  Nizam  in 
his  letter  of  the  7th  of  July  1789, 
the  eftablifhing  a  military  port  in  the 
Travancore  country,  and  the  carry, 
ing  on  war  againft  Tippoo  in  con- 
fequence  of  his  unprovoked  aggref- 

fions. 
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iion?,  are  confonant  to  the  wife,  mo-  numbers  on  that  divifion  were  159 
derate,  and  politic  views  eftablifhed  — to  42.  Major  Maitland's  relolu- 
by  the  parliament  of  Great  Bri-  tions  were  principally  fupported  by 
tain,  as  the  rule  ofcocdud  to  be  ob-  Mr.  Anftruther,  IVir.  Hippifley,  Mr. 
ferved  in  the  Briaili  fettlements  in  Francis,  and  Mr.  Fox;  they  were 
India."  oppofed  by  Mr.  Powis,  lord  Morn- 
No  div'ilion  took  place  on  this  ington,  general  Smith,  Mr.  Pybus, 
motion,  and  only  one  on  the  feveral  colonel  Phipps,  Mr.  Johnllone,  Mr. 
amendments  previoufly  moved.  The  Dundas,  and  Mr.  Pitt. 


CHAP.        XII  r. 


AFiicn  againfl  Mr.  Rofe  fcr  the  rec3've>y  cf  a  fum  expended  at  the  Wejimlnjier 
Ele-Hion  in  178S.  Mr.  Thompj'cn's  motion  agaiiijf  pcr/o)is  high  in  o^ce for 
improper  interference  in  that  eledion,  Mr.  Rcfe  defends  his  oiun  conduct. 
Motion  oppofed,  becaufe  no  fpecifc  charge  is  brought  againjl  any  individual 
high  in  ofice.  '  Negati'ved..  Wejiminjier  police  bill,  Qppoftd  en  the  prin- 
ciple of  its  extending  the  influence  of  the  cro'wn.  A  particular  claufe  for 
the  appreher.fion  of  reputed  thieves  objeiied  to  in  both  houfes,  and  fupported 
by  the  chancellor.  Bill  paffes  loithout  alteration.  Mr.  Fox^s  libel  bill 
pafes  the  cs;n7nons :  oppofed  in  the  upper  houfe  by  the  chancellor^  Lord 
Kenyan,  and  Lord  Stormont — fupported  by  the  lords  Camden  and  Stanhope,  and 
the  Marquis  of  Lanfdo'wnc.  ^e/}icn  cf  the  Abolition  of  the  Slave  Trade. 
Mr.  Wilberforce.  Arguments  on  both  fides.  Mr.  Dundas  moves  a  gradual 
abolition.  Mr.  fenkinfon.  The  amendment  for  a  gradual  abolition  carried. 
Mr.  Dundas  propofes,  that  the  total  abolition  fhall  take  place  "January  i, 
1800.  This  pvopofal  rejeSled.  Lord  Mornington  moves  feveral  JJyorter 
periods  '■jjiibout  fuccefs.  Lord  Carhampton.  The  period  fixed  at  January 
\,  1796.  Mr.  Dundas  declines  anv  further  proceedings  in  the  bufenefs. 
Mr.  Pitt  m'jves  Mr.  Dundas' s  propof  tions,  ivith  amendments.  The  lords 
agree  to  take  evidence  on  the  fubjea.at  the  bar  of  their  houfe.  Mr.  Sheri- 
dan's motion  relative  to  the  royal  burghs  of  Scotland :  oppofed  by  the  lord 
advocate  of  Scotland, -and  Mr.  Anflruther — Supported  by  Mr.  Fox — Ne- 
gatived. Mr.  Sheridan  prefents  a  petition  from  the  Burgeffes,  praying  to 
ibe  heard  by  counfel  at  the  bar.  Petition  reje£lcd.  The  lord  advocate  in- 
troduces a  bill  on  the  fuhjeii,  vjhich  is  poftponed  for  the  fejf.on,  AJfocia- 
tion  cf  the  *' friends  cf  the  people,""  Mr.  Grey's  notice  of  an  intended 
notion  for  a  parliamentary  reform.  Mr.  Pitt.  Mr,  Fox.  Mr.  Burke. 
Several  members  cf  cppofition  difapprove  of  the  mcafure.  Mr.  Grey's 
anfv^er  to  the  objeSiions  againfl  his  propofed  motion. 

ATTEMPTS  were  not  only  meafures,  but  a  charge  of  a  more 
made  in  this  feffion  to  crimi-  domeilic  nature  was  brought  for- 
nate  adminiflration  for  the  imbeci-  wards,  which,  had  it  been  fully 
lity  and  lergiverfation  of  its  public     made  out,  would  have  expofed  a 

fcan- 
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fcandalous  abufe  of  power  and  mi- 
nifterial  influence. 

A  publican,  by  the  name  of 
Smith,  had  preferred  an  aftion 
againil  Mr.  Rcfe,  fecretary  to  the 
treafurv,  for  the  recovery  of  a  bill 
of  110/.  which  was  ftated  to  have 
been  a  fum  expended  by  him,  with 
Mr.  Rofe's  concurrence,  in  the  de- 
teftion  of  feveral  bad  votes  polled 
for  lord  John  Townfhend  at  the 
Weftminfter  eleftion  in  the  year 
1788.  A  verdift  was  given  on 
this  occafion  in  favour  of  Smith. 

While  the  general  imprefiion  of 
this  trial  remained  on  the  public 
-  -      ,  mind,   Mr.    Thompfon 

•^*  introduced  a  motion  in 
the  houfe  of  commons  to  the  fol- 
lowing purport :  "  That  this  houfe 
will  refolve  itfelf  into  a  committee 
of  the  whole  houfe,  to  enquire  into 
all  abufes  committed  by  perfons  in 
office  at  the  election  of  a  member 
to  ferve  in  parliament  for  the  city 
of  Weftminller  in  July  1788,  as 
far  as  the  fame  relates  to  penalties 
incurred  under  the  excife  laws,  or 
the  lottery  aft." 

Mr.  Thompfon  related  the  parti- 
culars of  Mr.  Rofe's  tranfadion 
with  Smith,  as  affording  a'  fufficient 
argument  for  his  propofed  enquiry. 
Smith,  he  faid,  had  been  convicted 
by  the  board  of  excife  in  a  penalty 
of  50/.  for  having  breued  beer 
contrary  to  the  a6l ;  but,  feeling  the 
penalty  to  be  fevere,  applied  to 
Mr.  Rofe,  through  a  member  of 
parliament,  for  a  remiffion  of  the 
fine,  in  confequence  of  his  fer- 
vices,  the  application  proved  fuc- 
cefsful,  and  the  fine  was  mitigated 
to  one  half  of  the  original  fum.  The 
publican,  however,  not  thoroughly 
fatisfled,  brought  in  to  Mr.  Rofe  a 
bill  of  1 10/.  for  expences  incurred 
ia  the  \Veftn;inftcr  elsiflion,  which 


at  firft  he  had  not  intended  to 
charge,  but  which  he  then  rcfojvcd 
to  claim,  unlefs  his  fine  fliould  be 
wholly  remitted.  On  the  refufalof 
Mr.  Rofe  to  enter  into  any  fort  of 
compromife,  or  to  pay  the  bill. 
Smith  commenced  an  action  in  the 
court  of  king's  bench,  and  obtained. 
a  verdid:. 

Mr.  Lambton  ftated  another 
tranfaftion  of  a  iimilar  nature, 
which  he  faid  had  taken  place  at 
the  fame  election. — A  perfon  named 
Hofkins  was  fined  in  the  penaltvof 
700/.  under  the  lottery  aft;  but 
being  unable  to  pay  fuch  a  fum, 
was  committed  to  prifon.  At  the 
Weftminller  eleftion  he  applied  to 
Lord  Hood's  agent,  who  was  foH- 
citor  to  the  lottery,  pledging  himfclf 
to  procure  fixty  votes  fcr  Lord 
Hcod,  if  in  confequence  he  might 
be  liberated  from  confinement,  by 
oftering  fuch  bail  for  his  appear- 
ance as  he  might  be  able  to  pro- 
cure. After  having  confulted  per- 
fons high  in  office,  the  folicitor 
agreed  to  the  propofed  condition ; 
but  fo  improper  were  the  two  men, 
who  appeared  to  ball  Hoikins,  that 
the  clerk  of  the  judge,  before 
whom  the  necefiary  cr.ths  w^e  to. 
be  taken,  refuied  to  fwear  them, 
until  his  fears  and  fcruples  were 
allayed  by  the  interpofition  of  fu- 
perior  authority.  Hoikins  was  ac- 
cordingly admitted  to  -bail,  and 
polled  the  prcynifed  number  of 
votes  ;  but  nothing  h.id  fince  been 
heard,  either  of  him  or  his  bail. 

Mr.  Rcfe,  in  his  defence,  related 
the  circumfiances  fom.ewhat  diffe- 
rently. The  application  from 
Smith  came  to  him,  he  faid,  in- 
clofed  in  a  letter  nnder  the  form  of 
a  petition,  which  ftated,  that  the 
petitioner  had  been  fined  5c/.  for 
brewing  beer    at  heme,  but  that 

this 
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this  beer  in  reality  was  nothing 
more  than  fmall  beer,  for  the  ufe  of 
his  own  family ;  that  therefore,  in 
confideration  of  the  hardihip  of  the 
conviaion,  and  of  his  poverty,  the 
petitioner  hoped  that  Mr.  Rofe 
would  exert  his  iiifiueace  to  procure 
a  mitigation  of  two  thirds  of  the 
fine,  particularly  as  the  vellry  of 
St.  Martin's  would,  in  that  cafe, 
give  up  the  other  third,  which  was 
forfeited  to  the  poor  of  the  parifli. 
This  petition  was  reft^rred  by  Mr. 
Rofe  to  the  board  of  excife,  which 
rejefted  it,  as  totally  founded  in 
falfehood.  Half  the  penalty  was 
immediately  levied,  and  the  other 
half  promifed  to  be  paid  by  inftal- 
ments. 

Mr.  Rofe  admitted  the  faft,  that 
in  the  Weftniinfter  eleftion  Smith 
cams  to  him,  and  afferted,  that. he 
could  deted  a  great  number  of  bad 
votes  given  for  Lord  John  Tov.nf- 
end ;  that  he  likewife,  at  the  time, 
expreifed  his  approbation  of  luch 
a  proceediug.  Smith  afterwards 
brought  a  bill  of  expences;  for  the 
payment  of  which  he  referred  him 
to  Lord  Hood's  committee.  The 
fame  bill  was  offered  afecond  time, 
.and  again  refufed  to  be  paid  by 
Mr.  Rofe,  when  Sraith  commenced 
his  aftion  ;  and,  in  confequence  of 
the  cafe  •nriadc  out  by  his  counfel, 
ultimately  obtained  a  verdicl. 

Lord  Hood  exprclT&d  his  furpvife 
at  the  cafe  of  Hofkias,  of  which 
he  had  then  heard  for  the  Hrft  time. 
He  remarked,  that  little  credit 
could  be  due  to  the  report  of  his 
agent  Froft,  who  had  notorioufly, 
attempted  to  defraud  him  in  his 
bill  for  agency. 

Mr.  Grey  read  to  the  ho  ufe  a 
note  from  Mr.  Rofe  to  Smith,  in 
which  Mr.  Rofe  delired  the  attend- 
ance of  Smith  at  his  own  houfe,  to 


meet  Mr.  Vivyan,  folicitor  to  the 
board  of  excife.  He  likewife  nam- 
ed Mr.  Gafcoyne,  member  for  Li- 
verpool, as  the  member  of  parlia- 
ment through  whom  Smith  had 
requeued  Mr.  Rofe's  interference. 

Mr.  Rofe  obferved,  in  reply,  that 
tlie   note    was  dated    April    1789, 
after  which  period  the  penalty  was 
aftually  levied;    io  that  evidently 
no  interference  of  his  had  availed 
Smith.     K^e  admitted   that  he  had 
accidentally  met  Mr.  Gafcoyne  at 
Smith's  livery  llables    (where  both 
of   them    kept   their  horfes),   and 
that  Mr.  Gafcoyne  had  mentioned 
Smith's  cafe  to  him,  and  prened  it 
in  converfation,  limply  as  a  mere 
cafe    of   compaiTion.      The    latter 
circumilance  vvas  corroborated  by 
Mr.  G?.rcoyne,  who  added,  that  he 
was   afterwards    convinced  of   the 
deception,  which  Smith  had  prac- 
tifed  toward.1  him   and  Mr.  Rofe. 
Mr.  Fox  fupported  the  motion,  in- 
filling that  there  appeared  fufficient 
ground  for  going  into  a  committee. 
He  informed  the  houfe,  that  in  the 
very   bill  which  Lord  Hood   had 
paid  for  agency  this  item  occurred: 
"  To  the  expence  of  finding  bail 
for  the  a£lion  againll  Hofkins." 

The  motion  was  oppofed  by  Mr, 
Pitt,  becauie  no  preciie  charge  had 
been  brought  againilany  individual 
high  in  office ;  but  only  vague  alfer- 
tions  had  been  made  againft  the 
conduft  of  the  board  of  excife,  and 
the  foiicitor  of  the  lottery.  He 
aflced  Mr.  Lambton  if  he  would 
come  forward  with  a  fpccific  charge, 
and  name  the  individual  high  in 
office,  whom  he  meant  to  accufe. 

Mr.  Lambton  replied,   that   he 

did   not  think   himfelf  juilified    in 

naming  any  one.     If  a  committee 

■  were  granted,  an  enquiry  might  be 

inlUtuted,  and  culpability  be  fixed 

fomC' 
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ibmewhere.  The  attorney  general 
remarked,  that  the  fum  for  which 
Hofliins  had  given  bt:;!  could  cniy 
have  been  an  adlion  of  debt  fued 
out  by  Frotl  as  a  mere  inJividual. 
Had  it  been  an  aclion  in  which  go- 
vernment was  iiitereiled,  the  fcli- 
citor  to  the  lottery  would  have 
been  bound  in  duty  to  have  con- 
fultcd  him,  which  had  never  been 
done. 

The  members  of  oppofition  were 
on  this  occafioa  extrernely  Severe  on 
the  other  fide  of  the  houfe.  Mr. 
Windham,  in  parricular,  remarked,  q 
that,  if  an^enqairy  was  refufed,  thofe 
minifiers,  whom  it  had  been  the 
fiilhion  to  re  pre  rent  as  paragons  of 
purity  and  virtue,  would  ftand  un- 
maficed  and  cxpofed  in  their  natu- 
ral and  true  colours.  The  gay 
embroidered  fuit,  in  which  they 
had  decked  themfclves,  and  under 
wliich  they  had  ftnuted  in  magnifi- 
cent difguife,  would  be  torn  off, 
and  they  would  appear  in  the  tat- 
tered rags  of  their  genuiae  defor- 
mity. They  would  (laud  like  the 
uncafed  Frcnchinan,  which  the  li- 
centioufnefs  of  our  flage  is  too  apt 
to  exhibit  in  ridicule,  in  rulRes 
without  a  (hirt,  in  tinfel  and  lace 
on  the  outfide,  in  dirt  and  dowlas 
within.  On  a  divifion,  the  num- 
bers were — 84  to  221  ;  the  motion 
being  negatived  by  a  majority  of 

The  next  fubjetft  of  any  impor- 
tance, which  occupied  the  attention 
of  parliament,  was  one  apparently 
of  no  party  defcription,  but  which 
was  nevcrthelefs  conilrued  into  an 
attempt,  on  the  part  of  miniflry,  to 
increafe  by  indire.fl  means  the  in- 
fluence of  the  crown.  Mr.  Burton, 
purfuant  to  a  previous  notice,  moved 

■Mf      \.     ^    for  leave  to  bring  in  a 
March  16.  ,  .,,    ,      ,  .  „    r    .  •  1 
bill,  the  object  of  which 

was  to  render   more    effettual  the 


adminiflratlon  of  juiiice  in  fuch 
parts  of  Middlefex  as  lie  in  or  near 
the  metropolis.  His  plan,  he  faid, 
had  been  countenanced  by  gentle- 
men of  both  parties,  and  gentle- 
men of  no  partv.  The'  bill  was 
afterwards  accordingly  brought  in, 
which  went  to  eftablifh  a  certain 
number  of  ofHces  for  the  admini- 
firation  of  jullice  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  London,  and  a  fuificient 
number  of  magilhates  to  attend 
thofe  offices,  who  were  to  be  ap- 
pointed  and  paid  for  their  attend- 
ance by  the  crown. 

The  friends  of  the  bill  urged  in 
its  favour  the  necefiityof  fome  fuch 
regulation,  for  preventing  the  fla- 
grant abufes  of  juftice,  which  were 
praclifed  by  perfons  well  known 
uuier  the  appellation  of  trading 
juilices,  ard  likewife  for  provid- 
ing a  proper  Yiumber  of  ofiices, 
at  which  rcdrefs  might  on  all  occa- 
fions  be  fairly  and  fpeedily  obtain- 
ed. It  was  not  intended  to  in- 
fringe the  exiting  fyllem  of  county 
magiilracy  in  a  particular  diilritl, 
but  only  to  cP.abiifh  regular  oifices, 
where  the  exailtion  of  fees  for  the. 
tianfaclion  of  buhnefs  might  alone 
be  1  e  g.'t  I!y  al  lowed . 

A  confiderable  oppofition,  how- 
ever, was  made  to  that  part  of  the 
bill,  which  gave  to  the  crown  the 
appcir.tment  of  the  new  magillrates, 
with  a  fixed  and  liberal  falary,  as 
fuch  an  appointment  would  throw 
an  additional  w  eight  into  that  fcale, 
which  was  already  too  heavy.  But 
it  was  obferveJ,  in  reply,  that  the 
new  magiftrates,  who  received  a 
regclar  llipend  from  the  crown, 
would,  in  all  probability,  prove 
more  refpeiiaWe  and  indepen- 
dent than  thofe  who,  receiving 
no  falary  at  all,  too  frequently  crept 
into  the  con.rrifnon  of  the  peace 
folely  for  the  fuke  of  the  fees  and 
emolu- 
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emoluments  of  office.  To  meet  like- 
wile  all  objedions  on  this  head  it  was 
ftated,  that  the  bill  would  be  only 
temporary,  expiring  after  a  period 
of  three  years. 

In  another  ftage  of  the  bill  a 
warm  oppofnion  was  made  to  a 
claufe,  which  enabled  conftables  to 
apprehend  reputed  thie'ves.  It  was 
contended,  that  the  expreflion  "  re- 
puted thie'ves"  was  too  vague  and 
indefinite  ;  that  to  apprehend  and 
punilh  an  individual  on  fufpicion 
only,  without  proof  of  guilt,  would 
be  the  height  of  injuftlce  ;  and 
that  the  whole  claufe  completely® 
reverfed  the  fundamental  principle 
of  the  criminal  law — "  That  inno- 
cence mud  be  fuppofed,  where 
guilt  cannot  be  proved." 

The  claufe  was  defended  not  only 
on  the  ground  of  precedent,  fimilar 
powers,  or  at  leaft  powers  nearly 
fimilar,  having  been  given  by  for- 
mer ads,  but  on  tliat  of  expediency, 
and  even  of  abfolute  neceffity.  No 
difhculty,  it  was  conceived,  could 
pouibly  occur  in  afcertaining,  who 
were  reputed  thieves,  that  defcrip- 
tion  of  pcrfons  unfortunately  being 
too  notorious.  On  thefuppofition, 
however,  that  the  magiilrate  afled 
improperly,  and  abufed  his  power, 
the  court  of  klng's-bench  would 
be  open  to  the  party  aggrieved. 
Jn  the  courfe  of  this  debate  fome 
infinuations  were  thrown  out  againft 
the  views  of  miniilers,  who,  al- 
though not  the  original  propofers, 
were  zealous  fupporters  of  the  bill. 
When  a  divifion  took  place,  the 
claufe  was  carried  by  a  confiderable 
majority. 

in  the  houfe  of  lords  the  bill  was 
difcufied  late  in  the  fefiion,  when 
little  was  advanced  ia  objeftion  to 


it,  except  fome  few  remarks  on 
the  above-mentioned  claufe,  of  a 
liniilar  tendency  to  thofe  which 
had  been  fuggefted  in  the  houfe  of 
commons.  The  lord  chancellor 
afferted  in  defence  of  the  claufe, 
that  it  was  by  no  means  repug- 
nant to  the  common  law,  nor  did 
it  contain  any  reafonable  ground 
of  alarm.  He  remarked,  that  the 
perfon  to  be  apprehended  muji:  be 
proved  to  be  a  reputed  thief,  at 
lea!l  fufficient  reafons  for  i"uppofmg 
him  to  be  a  man  of  fuch  a  dcfcrip- 
tlon  mull:  be  given  on  oath  before 
the  magiilrate  ;  that  the  perfon 
thus  apprehended  would  have  it  in 
his  povv'er  to  difprove,  if  he  could, 
the  accufation  brought  againfc  him; 
and  that  no  man  could  be  deemed 
a  reputed  thief,  unlefs  he  was  found 
loitering  about  in  fuch  a  manner, 
and  under  fuch  circumftances,  as 
might  create  reafonable  fufpicions 
of  his  charadler  and  intentions.  No 
amendment  of  any  kind  being  pro- 
pofed,  the  bill  pafTed  without  the 
ilighteil  alteration. 

At  the  fame  time  that  the  regula- 
tion of  the  police  in  the  vicinity  of 
the  metropolis  was  under  the  confi- 
deration  of  parliament,  Mr.  Fox's 
libel  bill  *,  which  had  been  loft  by  a 
motion  of  delay  in  the  preceding 
fellion,  was  again  introduced,  and 
palTed  the  houfe  of  commons 
without  oppofition  ;  but  occafioncd 
confiderable  dircuflion  in  the  houfe 

of  lords.  On  the  fecond  ,  ,  ,  ^ 
J-  1  1  J  1  1  March  i6. 
reading  the  lord  chancel- 
lor fpoke  againft  it  in  a  very  uecifive 
tone,  convinced,  that  its  principle 
militated  againft  what  he  believed 
to  have  been  the  uniform  pradlice 
of  almoft  every  judge,  who  had 
fat   in  the   court  of  king's-bench 


Vol.  xxxiii.  p.  142. 
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from  the  days  of  Elizabeth.  Con- 
ceiving that  it  would  b?  an  in- 
llance  of  unbecoming  precipitatioa 
in  the  Jioufe  to  proceed  with  a 
iiieaiure  of  fuch  leg:;l  importance, 
while  the  judges  were  on  their 
circuits,  he  propofed  that  the  fur- 
ther confideration  of  the  bill  Ihould 
be  deferred  to  tlie  24th  of  April, 
which  propolal  was  accordingly 
adopted. 

VVhen  the  fubjeft  was  refumed. 
Lord  Kenyon  fpoke  on  the  fame 
fide  with  tiie  chancellor.     Several 


Jn  conformity  to  the  opinion  of 
Earl  Mansfield,  which  was  de- 
clared to  be  decidedly  againft  the 
bill. 

In  a  refumed  debate,  the  Mar- 
quis of  Lanfdowne  animadverted 
with  much  feverity  on  the  anfwers 
of  the  judges  to  the  quellions  v/hich. 
had  been  propofed  to  them,  and 
fj^oke  at  confidcrabic  length  ia 
fupport  of  the  bill.  It  was  like- 
wiie  fupported  with  much  etFcft  by- 
Lords  Loughborough,  Grenville, 
Portcheiler,  and  Lauderdale  ;  and 


legal  queflions  were   then  referred    oppofed    as    before    by    the    Lord 

by  both  parties  to  the  judges  for     Chancellor  and   Lord  Kenyon.     A 

their  decifion. 

TV  T       n       On  the  day,  when  *  the 
May  18.      r  c  ,\     •    1 

anlwers  Oi  the  judges  were 

taken  into  confideration,  Lord  Cam- 

dencame  forward,  under  the  prelfure 

of  age  and  infirmity,  to  give  the 

bill  his  moil  cordial  fupport.     He 


divifion  took  place  on  the  queftioa 
of  commitment,  when  the  numbers 
were,  for  the  commitment  57, 
againft  it  32. 

After  the  houfe  had  re-   j 
folved  itfelf  into  a  commit-  -'^""  ^* 
tee,  the  chancellor  again   inefFec-. 


-"rr J       -  --£)--- —  • 

thought  the  anfwers  of  the  judges     tually    oppofed   it,    and    defended 


far  from  being  fatisfiiftory,  as  they 
had  carefully  avoided  giving  any 
opinion  on  the  main  point  of  the 
bill,  and  confined  themielves  folely 
to  collateral  fubjefts.  Not  a  doubt, 
he  declared,  remained  in  his  mind 


his  former  pofition,  that  the  efta- 
blifhed  praftice  of  the  courts  dis- 
countenanced its  general  principle. 
He  moved  an  amendment  to  the 
firil  claufe,  the  objed  of  which  was, 
that  the  judge  fliould  ftate  to  the 


-  _        .  .  J — o       -~ 

on    the    general    principle  of   the    jury  the  legal  cfreA  of  the  record, 
bill,  that  juries  were  and  ought  to     His     amendment    was     negatived 


without  a  divifion. 

Another  meafure,  in  vv'hicii  the  two 
leaders  of  the  lower  houfe  accorded 
in  fentiment,  but'  which  they  had 
fupported  without  fuccefs  in  the 
•preceding  feffion,  was  the  abolitioa 
of  the  flave  trade. 


be  the  only  judges  of  tlie  queftion 
of  a  libel,  that  they  were  compe- 
tent to  decide  on  the  intention  as 
well  as  fact  of  the  publication.  He 
contended,  that  this  opinion  was 
ftriclly  conformable  to  the  general 
bent  of  all  the  charges  that  have 
been  given  by  tlie  ableft  judges 
for  many  centuries  pall;  in  proof 
of  which  affertion  he  entered  into 
a  long  hiftorical  detail  of  authori- 
ties from  the  time  of  Braftoa. 

Earl  Stanhope  warmly  fupported 
the  fame  fide  of  the  qucllion ;  Lord 
Stormont  fpoke  on  the  other  fide, 

*  See  tbsm  in  tlie  Appendix  to  the  Clu'cnicle,  p.  65* 
Vol.  XXXIV.  [2] 


Mr.  Wilberforce  opened    .     .. 
e  with  his  ufual      ^"^^ 


zi 


the  debate 

order,  and  retracing  his  former  ar 
gument,  reprobated  in  the  fcrongeft 
language  the  injullice  and  inhu- 
manity of  the  tralHc.  He  de- 
fcribed  th?  many  cruel  and  unfair 
modes  of  obtaining  Haves  On  the 


vfrican 
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African  coaft,  the  horrcrs  which 
they  endured  in  the  middle  pafTage, 
and  their  innumerable  fufFerings 
in  the  Weft  Indies.  His  motion 
Nvas,  '•  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  this 
committee  (a  committee  of  the 
whole  houfe),  that  the  trade  car« 
ricd  on  by  Britifli  fubjefts,  for  the 
purpofe  oF  obtaining  flaves  on  the 
coaft  of  Africa,  ought  to  be  abo- 
lilhed." 

The  opponents  of  Mr.  Wilber- 
force's  motion,  as  on  the  former 
occafion,  contended,  that  the  nu- 
merous zHi  of  cruelties,  to  which 
the  flaves  were  faid  to  be  expofed, 
were  founded,  at  leaft  moft  of  them, 
in  mifapprehenficn,  and  much  ex- 
aggerated. They  ccmpbined,  that 
the  feelings  of  the  houfe  had  been 
unfairly  biaiTed  agaiiif;  the  trade 
by  the  recital  of  enormities,  many 
of  which  exifted  only  in  idea.  But 
the  impolicy  of  the  propcied  abo- 
lition was  principally  urged  Cii  this 
fide  of  the  quellion.  It  was  re- 
marked, cither  that  the  planters 
would  be  inevitably  ruined  by  the 
meafure,  or  that  the^  would  pro- 
cure a  fupply  of  flaves  by  the  m^e- 
dium  of  foreign  nations.  On  the 
firft  fuppofition  an  attempt  at  abo- 
lition would  be  dangerous ;  on  the 
fecond  it  would  be  futile. 

It  was  as  confidently  argued  on 
the  other  hand,  that  the  ruin  of  the 
planters  could  rot  be  the  neceffary 
confequence  of  the  abolition,  the 
population  of  the  negrqes  being  at 
prcfent  fo  conCderable,  and  fo  much 
on  the  increafe,  tlvat  no  future  fup- 
ply would  be  v/anted. 

In  order  to  conciliate  the  con- 
tending parties,  Mr.  Dundas  came 
forward  with  a  prcpofal,  that  in- 
ftcad  of  an  immediate  a  gradual 
abolition  fho old  take  place;  arid  to 
ftich  i.a  elfed  moved  aa  aaiiend- 


rnent  on  Mr.  Wilberforce's  motlotl. 
His    plan    was  fupported    by   the 
fpeaker,  and  oppoied  by  Mr.  Pitt 
and    Tvlr.    Fox.^     Mr.    Jenkinfon, 
however,  iHil  fearing,  that  even  a 
gradual    abolition   would    be    ha- 
zardous,   unlefs  fome  meafure  was 
adopted   to  increafe  the    ftock   of 
flaves  by  holding  forth  encourage- 
ment to  propagation,  propofed,  that 
premiums  fliould  be  granted  to  the 
proprietors  or  overfeers  of  planta- 
tions, where  the  greateft  number  of 
children  fhould  be  reared,  and  that 
a  bounty  of  five  pounds  per  head 
fhould  be  given  tor  every  woman>, 
under  twenty-five  years  of  age,  im- 
ported in  any  Ihip  above  the  equal 
proportion  of  males  and  females  in 
the  cargo.     A  divifion  took  place 
on    Mr.   Jenkinfon's    propofitions, 
which  were  negatived  by  a  majo- 
rity of  147.     Mr.  Dundas's  amend- 
ment was  then  put  and  carried,  193 
to  125. 

After  fome  little  delay  .  ., 
the  fubjeft  was  refumed  ^  •'' 
by  Mr.  Dundas,  w  ho  wifhed  not  to 
fix  on  too  fiiort  a  period  for  the 
abolition,  that  the  planters  might 
have  time  to  try,  by  proper  treat- 
ment, how  far  they  might  be  able 
to  increafe  the  population  of  th« 
negroes ;  for  if  they  v/ere  prevent- 
ed from  fuch  a  trial,  their  only 
alternative  would  be  to  procure  frefh 
fupplies  of  flaves  from  other  na- 
tions, a  traffic,  which  it  might  not 
be  in  cur  power  to  prevent  or  limit. 
He  resd  feveral  refolutions  to  iht- 
following  efled  : 

"  That  from  May  i,  1792,  it 
fliall  not  be  lawful  for  fhips  to  be 
fitted  cut  from  any  port  of  Great 
Britain,  to  be  employed  in  the 
fla've  trade,  except  fuch  as  v/erc 
previcufly  employed  or  contrafted 
for.    . 

That 
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That  from  O£lober  to,  1792,  no 
fhips  fhall  be  fitted  out  from 
any  port  in  oar  Weft  India 
iflands. 

That  from  May  i,  1793,  it  fhall 
not  be  lawful  to  export  negroes  to 
foreiffn  iflands  or  colonies. 

That  from  May  i,  1793,  "° 
greater  proportion  of  males  than 
females  fliaU  be  imported. 

That  from  the  faid  time  it  {hall 
hot  be  lawful  to  import  males  above 
twenty,  nor  females  above  fixteen 
years  of  ac^e. 

That  from  Oftober  10, 1797,  du- 
ties be  laid  on  every  male  negro, 
according  to  his  irature,  from,  live 
pounds  to  fifteen  pounds. 

That  from  Odober  10,  1792,  it 
fliall  not  be  lawful  to  import  ne- 
groes from  foreign  iflands. 

That  it  fhall  not  be  lawful  to 
import  any  negroes  whatever  after 
January  i,  1800. 

That  a  committee  be  appointed 
to  enquire  into,  and  report,  the 
lofTes  fuftained  by  merchants  and 
others  in  confequence  of  thefe  re- 
lolutions. 

That  provifion  be  made  for  in- 
filling exemplary  punidiment  on 
any  perfon  who  Ihall  be  guilty  of 
abufes  on  the  coaft  of  A'rica,  in 
the  prolecution  of  the  flave  trade, 
tvhile  it  continue?. 

That  an  humble  addrefs  be  pre- 
fented  to  his  majefly,  praying  him 
to  take  fuch  meafures  as  his  wif- 
dom  may  fuggeft,  to  induce  the 
other  powers  of  Europe  to  abandon 
the  African  flave  trade." 

The  advocates  for  an  imme- 
diate abolition  exprcfTed  themfelves 
much  diffiti'.fied  with  Mr.  Dundas's 
plan,  convinced,  that  the  prefent 
flock  of  negroes  on  our  iflands  • 
were  fully  adequate  to  their  culti- 
vation,  and   by   proper   treatment 


would  continue  to  be  fo  without 
the  leafl  necefTity  of  frefh  fup- 
plies. 

The  fubjedl  was  again  debated 
on  the  25 til  and  29th  of  April,  and 
the  I  ft  of  May.  When  Mr.  Dundas 
moved  his  firil  refolution,  it  was 
oppofed  by  Lord  Mornington,  who, 
in  an  animated  fpeech,  contended 
that  the  Britifli  parliament  had  an 
undoubted  right  to  abolifh  the 
trade,  notwithl^anding  any  previous 
faiiiSfion,  which  it  might  be  fup- 
pofsd  to  have  given.  The  utiiiiy 
of  a  continuation  of  this  inhuman 
commerce  to  the  real  welfare  of 
our  ifianctj  he  pofitively  denied  ; 
and  conceiving  the  point  at  iflue 
to  be  in  fadt  a  queftion  of  feeling, 
he  difdainfd  to  reafoa  on  the  im- 
policy of  the  meafne.  He  pro- 
pofed  that  the  trade,  fhould  be  abo- 
liflicd  on  the  tft  of  January  1793. 

After  a  long  dlfcufTion,  in  which 
the  fubjecl  was  a?ain  argued  with 
much  ability,  but  little  novelty,  his" 
lordfliip's  propcfal  was  negatived 
by  a  majority  of  49. 

Not  difcouT-aged  by  this  want  of 
fuccefs.  Lord  Mornington,  on  a 
fubfequent  day,  moved  a  fecond 
amendment,  "  that  the  trade  do 
ceafe  on  the  n't  of  January  1705." 

Lord  Carhampton,  in  a  fiyle  of 
poignant  irony,  ridiculed  the  en- 
thufiaftical  fervor  v/ith  which  a 
fubjedl  of  fuch  importance  had 
been  debated.  He  lafned  v.-ith 
equalfeverity  the  two  political  ri- 
vals of  that  houfe,  who  had  em- 
ployed their  great  abilities  in  the 
joint  iupport  of  a  fanatical,  unjuf?-, 
and  injurious  projed,  and  who  by 
fpeechifying  from  hour  to  hour, 
and  day  to  day,  had  talked  the 
young  members  out  of  their  fenfcs, 
and  the  old  ones  out  of  all  pa- 
tience. 

[Z]  z  Lord 
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Lord  Morningcon's  amendment  contended^  that  too  minute  and 
was  rejected  by  a  niajoriLy  of  40,  complete  an  inveftigation  could  not 
after  which,  at  the  propofal  of  bir  be  itiade,  before  they  ventured  on 
K  Knatchbiill,  the  period  was  R-  the  hazardous  experiment  of  abo- 
nally  fixrd  for  January  i,  1796,  lifhing  a  trade  which  had  been  car- 
Sir  Edward's  amendment  beir.g  ried  on  during  a  century  and  a 
carried  by  a  majority  of  19 — 151  to  half  under  charter  from  the  crown, 
132.  and  under  the  repeated  fandions  of 

Mr.  Dundas  declining  all  fur-  parliament.  At  different  periods 
ther  proceedings  in  the  bufmefs,  afterwards,  until  the  clo^e  of  the 
as  his  firfl  refoiution  had  been  fo  feffion,  evidence  was  accordingly 
•unexpectedly  reftrided,  Mr.  Pitt  taken  at  the  bar  of  the  houff. 
aflumtd  the  lead,  and  moved  fevc-  While  the  queluon  of  thealoiitiore 
^al  of  that  gentleman's  rcfolutions,  of  the  flave  trad«\vas  flill  uncler  dif- 
with  various  modifications  and  a-  cuffion  in  tlie  houfe  of  commcns, 
niendments,  all  of  which  were  Mr.  Sheridaa  made  his  .  •-  ^ 
adopted  by  the  houfe.  long  intended  motion  re-      " 

|.*      Q        When  the  bufmefs  came    lative  to  the  royal  burghs  of  Scotland. 
^    ■  before  the  peers,  Lord  Stor-     After    much    minute  inveil:;,^ation, 
mont  propofed,  that  evidence  Ihouid     he  was  enabled  to  lay  before  the 
be  taken    on    the    fubjed,  and    an    houfe,  what  he    thought  would  a- 
enquiry  be  made  into  the  prefent    mount  to 'a  fullicient  proof  of  the 
ilate    of  tiie  Weft  Indian    iflands.     Hated  grievances.    He  fieraed  fen- 
the  average  quantity  of  rum  and     fible  that  objedions  might,  be  made 
fugar    which   they   produced,    and    to  his  propofal  for  an  enquiry  into 
the  whole  of  their  trade.     In  order    the  evils  complained  of,  upon   the 
to  expedite  the  enquiry,  Lord  Gren-     ground,  that  r>;forra  led  to  innova- 
ville  wiilied  it  to  take  place  in  a    tion,  innovation  to  revolution,  and 
committee  above  Itairs,  and  not  at     revolution  to  anarchy.     But  fuch  a 
the  bar  of  the  hcufe  ;  and  made  a    mode  of  reafonlng  appeared  to  him 
motion  to  fuch  efFed.     This   mo-    dnedly  hoflile    to  the  very  fpirit 
lion,  however,  was  negatived  by  a    of  our  conftitution;  for  the  whole 
majority  of  27,  from  au  idea,  that    hiftory  of   the   Britlib    conditutloii 
the  faireil:  and  fulleft  evidence  would     exhibited  little  but  an  eternal  fe- 
be  taken  at  the   bar  of  the  houfe.    ries    of  reforms.      Nor    could    he 
The  Duke  of  Clarence,  who  fpoke    perceive  any  thing  in  the   French 
for    the    firft    time    in    parliament,     revolution,  which  Ihould  make  him 
argued  againft   the  abolition,  con-    paufe  on  the  prefent  occafion.  That 
ceiving  the  trade  abfolutely  nccef-    glorious  event  ought  rather  in  his 
iary  to  the  welfare  of  our  colonies. 
The  declaration  of  ijOrd  Grcnville, 
that  he  had  already  made   up    his 
mind  on  the  fubject  from  informa- 
tion prcvioully  acquired,  was  high 


idea  to  be  a  real  caufe  of  joy  and 
exultation,  as  it  had  annihilated  the 
refilefs  intrigues  and  ambitious 
projeds  of  the  ancient  government, 
that  perpetual  fource  of  alarm.     Bv 


ly  cenfured  by  feveral  lords,  who  fecuring  to  us  tranquillity  abroad, 
confidering  it  as  meant  to  infuiuate,  it  afforded  us  Iclfure  to  examine 
tivdt   little   evidence  was  rcquifite,    and   corred   abufes   a:   home.      A 
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fpirit  cf  enquiry  had  gone  forth 
among  all  clafTcs  of  men  ;  a  fober 
and  rational  reform  was  demanded ; 
if  all  redrefs  therefore  fhould  be 
denied,  the  people  he  feared  might 
be  driven  to  the  miferable  and 
■alarniing  neceility  of  abandoning 
their  reprefentives  in  parliament, 
and  of  felecling  for  themfelves 
leaders  of  another  defcrlption.  He 
propofed,  that  a  committee  of  en- 
quiry Ihoald  take  into  confidera- 
tion  the  papers  on  the  table,  which 
itatcd  the  exiftence  of  certain  griev- 
ances in  the  royal  burghs  of  Scot- 
land; and,  if  it  appeared,  that  the 
alledged  grievances  were  founded 
in  fail,  fliould  fuggeft  feme  fuitable 
remedy. 

The  lord  advocate  of  Scotland 
c-onccived,  that  all  the  evils,  of 
which  the  petitions  on  the  table 
complained,  might  be  clafTed  under 
the  three  following  heads ;  i  ll.  That 
the  inhabitants  of  the  royal  burghs 
were  liable  to  an  illegal  exaftion 
of  taxes  which  they  were  incapa- 
ble of  relilling;  zdly.  That  there 
exifted  iallances  of  grofs  mifcon- 
ducT;  and  violation  of  duty  in  the 
rclpcftive  magiltrates  of  the  burghs ; 
and  sdly-  That  there  was  no  court 
in  Scotland  which  cculd  claim  any 
kind  of  jurifdiftion  over  thofe  ma- 
giilrates,  or  to  which  they  were  in 
the  leafl:  refponfible.  The  two 
firll  grievances  he  treated  as  to- 
tally groundlefs,  affirming  that,  if 
any  magiltrates  exafled  illegal  taxes 
from  the  burgeiTes,  the  court  of 
feiTion  would  grant  immediate  re- 
drefs. The  laft  he  admitted  only 
in  part,  acknowledging  that  there 
did  not  cxi;1  any  court  in  Scotland 
competent  to  demand  from  the 
magiftratcs  the  produdion  of  their 
.'.ctoants.  In  this  particular  only 
he  thought  the  legal  jurifdidlion  to 


be  dcfeflive.  If  Mr.  Sheridan 
would  bring  forward  any  fair  and 
reifonable  propofuion  tocoanteradt 
this  evil,  he  declared  himfelf  ready 
to  give  it  his  cordial  fupport ;  but 
he  rather  fcemed  to  fufpect,  thnt 
the  intention  was  to  fubvert,  if 
poflible,  the  whole  coniHtution  of 
the  burghs,  under  the  pretext  of  re- 
forming abufes. 

Mr.  Fox  contended,  that,  when 
afTartion,  as  in  the  prcfent  inftance, 
was  oppofed  by  allertion,  the  duty 
of  the  houfe  was  to  inftitute  an  en- 
quiry. The  grievances,  which 
were  ftated  to  exift  in  the  Scottiih 
burghs,  had  been  treated  as  imagi- 
nary ones ;  but  furely,  he  remarked, 
evident  as  were  the  numerous  a- 
bufes  of  the  EngliHi  boroughs,  was 
it  poflible  that  in  a  country,  where 
there  were  avovvedly  no  checks, 
things  fliould  be  better  conduced 
than  in  one  where  there  were  fo 
many  ?  The  petitioners,  he  hoped, 
would  come  to  parliament  with 
their  complaints  from  year  to  year, 
until  they  forced  it  to  redrefs  their 
grievances ;  forced  it,  not  by  the 
adoption  of  any  unjullifiable  means, 
but  by  the  juftice  and  reafonable- 
nefs  of  their  caufe.  No  danger  to 
the  peace  of  Scotland  was  in  his 
idea  to  be  apprehended  from  any 
confequcnces  cf  the  propofed  en- 
quiry ;  but  much  if  the  enquiry 
was  not  granted ;  for  popular  ex- 
cefies  might  in  fome  degree  be  ex- 
pe(5led,  where  redrefs  of  grievances 
had  been  peremptorily  and  re- 
peatedly refufed. 

Mr.  Anltruther  fupported  the 
fame  fide  of  the  queftion  as  the  lord 
advocate,  maintaining,  that  the  im- 
menfe  quantity  of  papers  on  the 
table  contained  only  aflertions, 
without  the  evidence  of  a  finfrle 
faft  to  fubftantiate  them. 
,     [Z]  3  Mr, 
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-■.Mr.  Sheridan,  in  reply,  perfiiled 
in  the  propriety  cf  an  enquiry. 
The  redrcls,  for  which  he  contend- 
ed, mull,  he  faid,  and  ftiould  be 
granted  ;  for  in  a  time  of  increaf- 
ing  reafon  and  declining  prejudice, 
in  thele  days  of  light  and  liberality, 
the  caule  of  truth  would  gain  by 
every  difculTion,  until  it  finally  pre- 
vailed. This  niotion  for  a  com- 
mittee was  loll  by  a  majority  of  42, 
i.yes  27,  noes  69. 

A     -1  At  a  fubfequent  period 

■^Prii  30-  in  t}je  feffion,  Mr.  Sheri- 
dan prefented  a  petition  on  behalf 
of  the  burgefles  of  the  royal  burghs, 
who  prayed  to  be  heard  by  counfel 
at  the  bar  of  the  houfe,  in  order 

to    prove  the    alTertions  contained 

in  the  papers,  wliich  had  been  the 

object  of  the  former  motion.     Mr. 

Dundas  and  Mr.  Pitt  oppofed  him, 

principally  on  the  ground,  that  the 

reception  cf  fuch  a  petition  would 

be  contrary  to  the  uniform  pra(^ice 

of  the  houfe,  which  permitted  only 

private   petitions   to  be   heard   by 

counfel  at  the  bar.  As  the  peti- 
tion therefore  had  a  public  objeft 

expreffed  in  it,  namely,  the  refor- 
mation  of     the    royal    burghs    of 

Scotland,  it  could  not  be  receiv- 
ed. 

The   other    fide   of    the    hcufe 

flrongly  reprobated  this  cppofition 

of  the  miniileys,  as  arifing  from  a 

total  difinclination  to  redreis  griev- 
ances,   fupported    by    petty    fnifcs 

and  paltry  tricks,  vvhich  would  net 

always  be  capable  of  defeating  the 

purpofes  of  juftice.      The  fpeakcr 

remarked,  that  the  rule  of  hearing 

only  private   petitions    by  counfel 

at  the    bar  was   general,   but   not 

abfolut?,   as   exceptions   to  it  had 

occurred.     Having,  however,  fome 

doubts   on   the  iubjedl  in  his  own 

mind,  lie  left  it  to  the  decifion  of 

X 


the  houfe.     The  petition  was  rc« 
jeftcd. 

After  this  fecond  failure  on  the 
part  of  oppofition,  the  lord  advocate 
came  forward,  and  propofed  a  biU 
"  for  the  better  regulating  thq 
mode  of  accounting  for  the  com- 
mon goods  and  revenues  of  the 
royal  burghs  of  Scotland."  He; 
explained  his  intention  to  be,  not 
to  fubvert  the  prefent  fyllem  of  go- 
vernment in  the  royal  burghs,  as 
be  conceived  Mr.  Sheridan  would 
have  done,  but  only  to  reduce  it 
to  its  ancient  refponfibility.  He 
named  the  Scottilb  court  of  ex- 
chequer as  the  court  to  which  he 
meant  to  make  the  magilirates  ame- 
nable for  their  conduft. 

Mr.  Fox  cbferved,  that  as  the 
learned  lord  had  denied  the  ex- 
iftence  of  many  abufes  v/hich,  in 
his  own  opinion,  at  leaft  to  a  cer- 
tain degree,  really  did  exift,  he 
feared,  that  the  propofed  meafure 
would  only  prove  a  partial  rem.edy 
to  a  partial  grievance. 

In  confequence  of  Mr.  Sheridan's 
unavoidable  abfence  [fom  the  houfe, 
the  lord  advocate's  bill  only  ar- 
rived at  the  fecond  reading,  when 
it  was  poftponed  for  the  ftflion. 

But  the  attention  of  oppofition 
was  not  folely  occupied  with  the 
confideration  of  abufes  flated  to 
exiil  in  the  internal  government  cf 
the  Scottifn  burghs;  it  was  likewife 
dire.fted  to  the  more  important  ob- 
jed;  of  eifeding  "a  change  in  the. 
general  reprefentation  of  the  people 
in  parliament.  An  afTociation  had 
been  recently  eilablilhed,  the  de- 
clared object  of  which  was  to  pro- 
cure v/hat  is  commonly  called  a 
reform  in  parliament,  and  to  fhorten 
the  period  of  its  duration.  Several 
refpectable  members  of  the  houfe 
of  commons  patronized  this  af-. 
fociation. 
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fociation,  which  a/Tum-d  the  title  of 
*'  The  Friends  of  the  People."  and 
lent  it  the  credit  of  their  names. 
Lord  Lauderdale,  Mr.   Grey,  and 
Mr.    Sheridan,     were    faid    to    be 
the  principal   founders   and  direc- 
tors of  it.     It  was  in  confequence 
of  a  refohition,  which  was  adopted 
by  this  fociety,  that  Mr.  Grey  came 
Ar^..;i  -^..'     forward  with  a   notice 
'^       -^         of  his  intention  to  move 
ibr  a  parliamentary  reform  at  feme 
period  in    the    fubfequent    fellion. 
He  remarked,  that  abui'es  had  br-en 
permitted  to  creep  into  th.'  confli- 
tution  through  negled,  or  had  b- en 
introduced  into    it  by   corrurdon, 
and  that  to  fo  great  a  degiec  as  to 
threaten  its  very  exiilence ; — in  his 
idea,  therefore,  a  reform   was   the 
only  means  left  to  prevent  its  fpeedy 
and  total  decay.     If  the  members 
of  the  houle  of  commons  were  not 
to  be  confidered  as  the  true  reprefen- 
tativxs  of  the   people,  the  gieatell 
evils  were  to  be  feared,  the  worft  of 
dangers  to  be  apprehended.     The 
times  were  critical,  and  the  minds 
of  people  much  agitated  ;  nothing, 
therefore,  he  thought,   but  fuch  a 
meafure   as    he  meant    to  propofc, 
would  efFedually  preferve  the  peace 
of  the  public,  and  the  general  tran- 
quillity.   He  gave  this  early  notice, 
that  the  fubjedil  might  be  well  confi- 
dered before  the  period  of  its  dif- 
cudion,  and  that  the   fentiments  of 
the  nation  might  in  the  mean  time 
be  fully  afcerrained. 

Mr.  Pitt  obferved,  that  as  it  was 
not  liridly  regular  to  make  any  ob- 
fervations  on  the  mere  notice  of  a 
motion,  he  would  not  deliver  his 
fentiments  on  the  prelent  occafion 
without  the  permiffion  of  the  i'peakcr. 
As  the  houfe  feemed  particularly 
anxious  to  hear  him,  the  fpeaker 
^id  not  oppof<;  his  proceeding.     If 


ever  there  were  a  time,  continued 
he,  when  the  fubjefl-  of  a  parlia- 
mentary reform  ought  not   lo   be 
agitated,  the  preftnt  was  that  pa- 
riod.      The   part,    which   lie   had 
himfelf  formerly  acted  on  a  limi!ar 
occafion    was    well  knov/n    to   the 
hoafe ;    but    l;e    felt    unwilling   to 
dwell  on  any  perfc-al  topics,  as  the 
queiHon  propofed  for  difcufTio'i  in- 
volved   forr.ething  more    than    the 
charafter,  the  fortune,   the  liberty, 
or  the  life  of  any  individual,      i  he 
public,    however,   had    a  r^ght    to 
know  the  fentiments  whicii  lic  held 
on  fuch  a  fubjeft,  and  i\r.'  motives 
which  then  induced  him   to  oppofe 
mcafures    ti>at     he    had     formeriv 
fupported.     When  he  had  himfelf 
propoled  a   pariiarne-.tary    reform, 
the  •omplcxion   of  the    times  v.%s 
diifrrent  in  every  reip-fl  from  what 
it  then  was.     Real  grievances  were 
pratlically  felt,  and  a  direct  contra- 
riety  exilled  between   the  opinions 
of  parliament   and  the  opinions  of 
the  people.     The  country  was  in  a 
Itate  of  aftual  diftrefs,    a  national 
bankruptcy  dreaded,  ard  the  pub- 
lic mind  alinoft  borderir.g  on  abfo- 
lute  defpair.  In  t.his  fiiuation  fome- 
thiiig  he  had  conceived  c.ighr   to 
be    attempted    to    countcradt    fuch 
alar.ming  evils,  by  reftoring  to  the 
people  that   cotifider.ce    in    parlia- 
ment  which  th' y    fpemed  to  have 
Irft.     A  parliamentary  reform  iiad 
appeared  to  l.irn  adequate  to  fuch  an 
effect;    a  meauire     which,    at   the 
time,  would  liave  fatisfied  the  na- 
tion, and  was   not    likely   to  have 
gone   beyond    its   declared    objetH'. 
The   caie,   he  remarked,  st  prefect 
was  widely  different — By  the  blef- 
fing  of  Providence  we  euioyed  an 
unexampled  ftate  of  political  hap. 
pini-fs ;  and  the  gloorn,  which  had 
brooded  over  the  public  irdnd,  r.iak- 
[Zj   ^  ir.g 
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ing  it  out  of   humour  with  every 
thing    around   it,    was    completely 
difpcrfed.      It    was   impcirible,   by 
any  attempt  at  reform,  to  make  the 
nation   eafier  or  happier.     On  the 
other  hnnd,  much   real  evil  would 
unavoidably  attend  it ;  the  lecurity 
of  all  the  blelTings,  which  we  poi- 
feffcd,  n)ight  be  fhaken  to  the  very 
foundation.     For  fuch  was  the  tem- 
per of  too  many  reformers  out  of 
doors,  that  moderate  meafures  were 
not    likely   to  fatisfy   them;     they 
wiihed  not  to  preferve,  but  to  fub- 
vert  the  conftitation.     At  the  clofe 
of  the   American  war,  little  could 
have   been  loll,  and   much   might 
have  been  gained  ;  but  then,  little 
cculd  be  gained,  and  all  might  be 
loft.     Such  were  his  principal  ob- 
jeftions  to  the  time,  when  this  fub- 
jedl  was  brought  forward  ; — objec- 
tions, which  he  thought  fufliciently 
accounted  for   the  altered  line   of 
conduft  he  propofed  to  purfue,  ftill 
retaining    his   opinion    of  the  pro- 
priety of  a   parliamentary  reform, 
whenever  it  might  feem  attainable 
without  danger   or   mifchief,  by  a 
general  concurrence,  and  harmlefsly 
pointed  at  its  precife  and  determi- 
natp  objeft.     He  complained,  that 
inftead  of  coming  fcrvvaid  at  once 
with  fomefpecific  propofition  on  the 
fubjedl:,    Mr.    Grey   had    given    an 
indiRindt  notice,  which  would  natu- 
rally agitate  the  public  mind  for  a 
coniiderable  period,  and  fet  to  work 
many     dangerous     and    defigning 
theories.      Of  this  latter  defcrip- 
tion    he    conceived  fome    of   that 
fociety  to  be,  with  which  he  griev- 
«^d   to   find  a  man  of  Mr.   Grey's 
talents  and  charadler  unhappily  con- 
nected.    The  aim  of  fuch  people 
was  nothing  lefs  than  to  deftroy  the 
."Britifh  conftitution,  and  to  erecl  on 
its  ruins  that  mad  fyHem,  which  had 
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been  mifnamed  liberty-  in  another 
country  ; — a  fyftem  at  war  with 
freedom  and  good  order,  to  which 
dclpotifm  itfelf  was  preferable. 
From  apprehenfions  of  this  nature 
he  declared,  that  he  would  rather 
relinquifh  all  hopes  of  ever  feeing 
a  reform  of  any  kind,  than  fupport 
one  attended  with  fuch  fufpicious 
and  alarming  circumftances. 

Mr,  Fox  attacked  the  m.inlfter  on 
the  irconfiilency  of  his  conduft.  The 
danger,  he  contended,  which  for- 
m.crly  threatened  the  liberty  of  the 
people,  ftill  threatened  it.  So  deep, 
indeed,  was  the  neceffity  of  a  par- 
liamentary reform  impreft  on  the 
ffublic  mind,  that,  unlefs  fom.e  ade- 
quate meafure  of  this  defcription 
was  propofed  and  adopted,  it  would 
be  impoflible,  he  feared,  long  to 
preferve  the  internal  tranquillity  of 
the  kingdom.  If  a  variancs  in 
opinion  between  the  people  and 
their  reprefentatives  could  ever  have 
been  thought  a  fulhcient  argument 
for  the  propofal  of  a  reform,  that 
argument  at  the  prefent  period 
fhould,  in  his  ide^,  have  double 
weight ;  for  is  it  poffible,  faid  he, 
for  a  more  ft;ihing  inlKance  of  fuch 
an  oppofition  in  fentlment  ever  to 
have  exiited,  than  that  of  the  late 
armament  againll  Ruffia? 

In  reply  to  Mr.  Pitt's  animadver- 
fions  on  the  fociety,  of  which  Mr, 
Grey  was  a  member,  he  remarked, 
that,  if  the  allies  of  oppofition  were 
infuriated  republicans,  thofe  of  the 
miniiler  were  the  fiaves  of  defpo- 
tifm ;  both  equally  hoftile  to  ra- 
tional liberty,  but  the  former  in 
the  leaft  degree.  He  conceived 
that  Mr.  Pitt,  when  he  alluded  to 
the  mad  fpeculations  out  of  doors, 
principally  had  in  view  a  book, 
entitled,  '"  The  Rights  of  Man,*' 
v/hiqh  mocked  d!  ideas  of  refora 
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adi'ancing  in  fcience,  knowledge, 
and  virtue  ;  and,  as  philofophy  was 
fpreading  her  light  round  every 
quarter  of  the  globe,  England, 
he  hoped,  would  not  remain  unim- 
proved, enveloped  in  all  the  dark- 
nefs  of  bigotry. 

Air.  Burke  defcribed  himfelf  as 
a  worn- out  invalid,  fit  only  for  gar- 
rilon  duty,  and  coining  forward  on 
this  oceafion  to  proteil  the  citadel 
of  the  conftitution  from  the  rude 
attacks  with  which  it  feemed  to  be 
threatened.  He  v/as  decidedly 
againft  the  notice,  which  appeared. 
to  him,  in  alnioft  every  point  of 
view,  extremely  dangerous  in  its 
tendency.  The  friends  of  the  pro- 
pofcd  meafare  afted,  he  thought, 
on  a  very  unuife  and  imprudent 
pian  :  they  not  only  prefu:ried  on 
the  exiftence  of  a  fuppofcd  griev- 
ance, aflercing  that  the  houfe  of 
commons  was  a  corrupt  body,  with- 
out the  leafl:  attempt  at  proof;  and 
that  a  reform  of  fome  kind  or 
other  was  abfolutely  necelTary,  but 
had  neglefted  to  propofe  any  Tpe- 
cilic  remedy.  They  laboured  to 
convince  the  people  that  they  were. 
unhappy,  and  ought  to  be  difccn- 
tcnted  ;  and  in  the  worft  fpirit  of 
political  quackery,  endeavoured  to 
create  the  perfuafion  of  a  difeafe, 
in  order  to  adminifter  their  fa- 
vourite panacea.  The  notice  came 
from  men,  for  whom  he  profefied 
the  higheft  refpedt,  and  moll  fmcere 
friendlhip ;  men,  whofe  motives 
might  be  pure  and  patriotic,  al- 
though the  confequences  of  their 
indifcretion  might  prove  truly 
alarming.  An  adbciation  had  been 
formed,  the  principal  obied  of 
which  feemed  to  be  to  make  the 
people  feel  their  grievances ;  to 
feek  out  and  proclaim  the  dcfefts 
whjch  were  fuppofed  to  exifl  in  the 

|?ar- 


in  our  government,  and  rather  went 
to  a  total  change  of  it. — Sorry  he 
was  to  hear  thofe,  who  profefied 
a  reverence  for  the  conlHtution, 
ch.irged  with  having  taken  up  the 
fentiments  of  a  work,  wliich  was 
an  acknowledged  libel  on  it.  On 
the  fubjefl  of  innovation,  he  con- 
fc'fled  that  he  had  no  apprehenfions. 
If  innovation  was  thep  wrong,  it 
could  not  have  been  right  when 
formerly  propoi'ed  by  the  minifter 
himfelf  The  longer  a  reform  was 
delayed,  the  more  urgent  would 
it  become;  he  therefore  thought 
that  precautions  fhould  be  taken  in 
tim.e,  to  prevent  the  malady  from 
increafing,  until  it  required  a  def- 
perate  remedy. 

He  conceived  the  greateft  beauty 
in  our  conftitution  to  be,  that  it 
admitted  of  perpetual  improve- 
ments, which  time  and  circum- 
ftances  rendered  neceffary.  If  it 
were  true  (which  he  believed  to  be 
the  cafe)  that,  under  a  fenfe  of 
exilling  grievances,  the  people  ge- 
nerally wifned  for  a  parliamerjtary 
reform,  they  had  a  right  to  demand 
it;  if,  on  the  other  hand,  the  con- 
trary fhould  appear  to  be  the  fadt, 
ftill,  he  maintained,  his  honourable 
friend  had  a£led  properly,  in  di- 
recting the  attention  of  the  public 
to  an  object  confefledly  of  mi^ch 
importance. 

The  minifter  had  appeared  to 
hint,  that  no  other  country  but  this 
was  in  the  adual  poflefiion  of  efta- 
bli(hed  freedom.  France  however, 
he  maintained,  had  at  leail  deftroy- 
ed  a  moft  d^teilable  government; 
Poland  could  not  be  faid  to  be 
under  defpptifm ;  and  America  was 
in  the  complete  enjpyment  of  a 
liberty,  which  had  produced  juf- 
tice,  commerce,  wealth,  and  prof- 
perity.     The  '(VOrld  feemed  j^apidly 
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parliamentary  reprefentation :  but 
how  high  foever  tlie  charadlers  of 
thof;  might  rank,  who  took  the 
lead  in  this  bufinefs,  after  having 
excited  a  ftrong  fpirit  of  change 
and  inno-.Mtion  in  the  public  mind, 
would  they  undertake  to  regulate 
its  opinions,  and  prevent  its  ex- 
cefles,  when  proceeding  to  unrea- 
ibnable  lengths,  on  a  fubjcd  fo 
much  difcuiTed,  but  fo  little  under- 
llood?  Hillory,  unfortunately,  a- 
bour.Jed  with  too  many  iaftances 
to  prove,  that  the  beginners  of  a 
reformation  feldom  or  never  faw 
the  end  of  it.  He  confidered  this 
as  a  powerful  argument  againfl  al! 
indefinite  reforms,  the  extent  and 
confequences  of  which  it  was  im- 
poff.ble  to  foretel.  Rveguiar  and 
progreffive  improvements  of  the 
conditution  had  always  made  the 
nation  happier,  by  the  application 
of  fuitable  remedies  to  fome  known 
and  oppreffive  grievances.  At  dif- 
ferent times  certain  branches  of  the 
prerogative  had  been  curtailed, 
when  they  were  found  inimical  to 
the  welfare  of  the  people;  but  the 
facrcd  lamp  of  the  conuitution  had 
been  kept  conftantly  burning,  and 
occaiionally  fupplied,  no  facrile- 
gious  hand  prefuming  to  extinguifh 
it.  He  likewife  obferved,  that  a- 
midft  ail  our  political  rcgulations,no 
eftential  change  had  ever  taken  place 
in  tbe  parliamentary  reprefentation. 
We  had  feena  reformation,  a  revo- 
lution, an  abdication  of  the  throne, 
and  a  change  in  the  line  of  fuccef- 
fion,  but  never  till  lately  had  any 
attempt  been  made  to  re-model  the 
confticution  of  the  houfe  of  com- 
mons. The  prudence,  therefore, 
and  caution  of  our  ancellors  in  this 
rcfpedl  he  deemed  it  wife  to  imi- 
tate ;  at  leaft,  before  we  undertook 
the  delicate  and  dangerous  taik  re- 


commended to  us,  we  ought  well 
to  weigh  the  nature  of  thofe  griev- 
ances, which  were  faid  to  exiit,  and 
to  be  perfedtly  convinced  that  they 
originated  in  the  defective  ftate  of 
the  prefent  mode  of  reprelentation. 
H9  neverthelefs  contended,  that, 
if  any  real  grievances  did  exift, 
(wdiich  he  much  doubted)  they 
could  not  with  propriety  be  attri- 
buted to  fach  a  caufe. 

.  To  the  time,  in  which  this  pro- 
poial  v,  as  made,  he  had  many  ftrong 
objedlions.  The  reformers  of  the 
day,  thofe  with  whom  the  friends 
of  the  meafure  muft  necellarily  aft, 
were,  jr.ore  or  Icfs,  avowed  enemies 
to  the  conftitution.  Being  called 
upon  to  name  thofe  perfons,  he  faid, 
that  he  had  particularly  in  his  con- 
templation thofe  clubs  and  focieties 
which  had  recommended  Paine'a 
pamphlet,  declared  by  Mr.  Fox  to  be 
an  infamous  and  feditious  libel  on 
the  ccnititution.  Some  of  thcfe  clubs 
had  entered  into  a  kind  of  federation 
with  the  molt  abandoned  traitors  and 
regicides  on  record,  the  Jacobins  of 
P.uis,  and  that  in  the  name  of  all 
England.  Two  of  their  agents 
were  men  of  fome  confideration  j 
their  names  were  Thomas  Cooper 
and  James  Watt.  As  a  perfon  of 
finiilar  principles  and  equal  zeal,  he 
likewife  named  Mr.  Walker,  of 
Mancheller.  With  fuch  coadju- 
tors, could  the  propofers  of  the 
prefent  meafure  anfwer  for  any 
thing  like  a  moderate  and  tempe- 
rate reform  ?  In  the  example  of 
France,  he  faw  nothing  to  encou- 
rage innovation,  but  much  to  dif- 
fuade  from  it.  He  concluded  with 
expreffing  his  admiration  of  that 
happy  conftitution,  which  gave  us 
freedom  without  lofing  order,  and 
which,  by  increafing  order,  in-: 
cieafed  our  liberty.  Theories  ought 
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fo  be  gfoanded  on  experience'' ;  — 
inftead,  therefore,  of  endeavoariag 
to  adapt  the  conftitutiou  to  fomo 
preconceived  theory,  he  wifhed  to 
fee  every  theoiy  grow  out  cf  the 
couftitution. 

Mr.  Fox  in  explaining  faiH,  that 
he  had  not  given  Mr.  Paine's  book 
the  epithets  of  "  infamous  and  ie- 
*•  ditious."  Afterward:,  in  allur 
fion  to  a  remark  of  Mr.  Dun- 
das,  he  farther  declared,  that  he 
was  not  certain  whether  both  Mr. 
Paine's  books  had  not  done  good, 
by  leading  men  to  confider  of  the 
coniUtution:  and  he  thought  the 
fame  of  the  difcuffion  occafioned  by 
Mr.  Burke's  bock,  which  he  dif- 
liked  as  much,  as  either  of  Mr. 
Paine's. 

Notwithftanding  the  informality 
of  the  proceeding,  the  debate  was 
carried  to  a  confiderable  length, 
feveral  members  itrongly  expref- 
fmg  their  difapprobaticn  of  the 
fociety,  in  which  tJie  meafure  had 
originated.  Lord  North  and  Mr. 
Windham,  in  particular,  fided  on 
this  occafion  with  Mr.  Burke,  and 
oppofed  the  arguments  of  their 
friends  in  cppolition  ;  as  did  a!fo 
Colonel  Hartley,  Sir  William  Mil- 
ner,  iiir  F.  Baffett,  Sir  fame^s  St. 
Clair  Erfkine,  and  Mr.  T.  Grenville, 
who  profeiTed  his  readinefs  to  coa- 
Icfce  with  Mr.  Pitt  or  any  man 
againfl:  the  danger  of  this  que  it  ion. 
On  the  other  hand,  Mr.  Erllcine, 
Mr.  Lambton,  ar^d  Mr.  Sheridan, 
defended  themfelves  and  Mr.  Grey, 
alferting,  that  tieir  aflbciation  had 
nothing  in  view  beyond  the  .Ingle 
objett  of  a  parliamentary  rfform. 


and  was  totally  dilUnft  from  the 
?>ianche!l:er  and  Sheffield  focieties. 
Mr.  A.  Taylor  and  Mr.  Francis 
retracted  their  former  oppofition  to 
this  quefiionj  the  latter  oblerving, 
that  the  part  w  hich  he  had  before 
taken,  was  rather  negative  thari 
affirmative,  in  which  he  was  guided 
by  th^  nnturil  infl"ence  of  refpec-. 
table  autiiority,  and  his  own  doubts; 
he  was  no*  convinced  (hefaid)  and 
had  been  conce  ned  in  drawing  up 
the  public  declaration  and  addrefs 
of  the  new  aiicciation.  Mr.  Grey, 
in  a  general  r^-ply,  obferved,  that 
the  principal  objeiTtions  which  had 
been  made  to  his  notice,  regarded 
either  the  manner  or  the  ti:ne  of 
its  being  brought  forward.  la 
anf-vver  to  the  firft  objec  ic.i,  he 
remarked,  that  a  fet  of  ge.n!emeiy 
among  whom  he  had  the  i-oaour  of 
being  one,  perceiving  an  opinioa 
to  be  daily  gaining  giouni,  that 
the  conftitation,  although  beautiful 
in  thepry,  v/as  deformed  iu  pradice, 
conceived  the  bell  means  of  pre- 
venting the  milchievous  ccnfe- 
quences  of  fuch  an  opinion,  would 
be  to  examine  it  with  a  friendly 
eye,  and  to  fugged  the  correction 
of  any  abufes  which mi-zht  be  lup- 
pofed  to  have  crept  into  it  by  iie- 
gletl  or  wilful  corrupticn ;  taus  de- 
priving its  adverftries  of  their  only 
fubllantial  plea  for  clamour,  la 
anfwer  to  the-fecond  objedion,  he 
contended,  tiiat  the  prefent  period, 
asbeiiigaperiouof  general  tranquil- 
lity, was  peculiarly  adapted  to  the 
dilcufiioa  of  fuch  a  fubjed,  certain- 
ly much  more  fo,  than  a  period  of 
national  diftrefs  and  difturbance. 


CHAP. 
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C   .H    A    P.        XIV. 

Dijfereuce  of  opinion  in  the  oppofi/ion.  Friends  of  the  people.  Pe'vohiiion 
and  other  focnties.  Motion  of  Mr.  Fox  for  repeal  of  certain  penal fatutes. 
Oppo/ed  h  Mr.  Burke.  The  political  tenets  of  the  Unitarians  attacked 
by  Mr.  Burke.  Defended  hy  Mr.  W.  Smith.  Mr.  Pitt.  Mr.  Fox's  re- 
ply. M>''  ll^hi thread's  ^notion  en  the  Birmingham  riots.  He  fe-verely 
condemns  the  conduct  of  the  magi  prates.  Mr.  Di'.ndas  fates  the  mecffures 
nohich  imd  been  adopted  by  g<;-vernji:ent  on  the  occafsn.  The  atiorncy-ge- 
tiercd.  Solicitor-general.  Mr.  Grey.  Notice  of  a  hand- hill,  addrejpng 
the  rioters  by  the  appeV.cttion  cf  Friends^  and  Felhnjo  Chi>rchm:n,  Royal 
i'-oclamation.  Addrefs  to  the  king  moved  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons.  Ar~ 
g  'ijnents  urged  ifj  favour  of  the  addrefs.  Againf  it.  Amendment  mo'ved 
bi  Mr.  Grey.  Minijlers  defend  the  meafure.  "The  addrefs  fipported  by 
many  refpeciable  members  of  oppoftion.  Mr.  Grey  feverely  attacks  the 
conduct  cf  the  minif^r.  Mr.  Pitt's  notice  of  the  attack.  Mr.  Fox.  The 
amendment  negatived  ivithout  a  diuifon.  Addrejs  mo-ved  in  the  houfe  of 
loi'ds.  An  amc::dment  fmilar  (0  that  of  Mr.  Gr^y,  propofcd  by  lord  Lau' 
derdale.  The  Prince  of  IP'^ales,  and fcyeral  lords  in  oppojition,  fupport  the 
addrefs.  Marquis  cf  Lanfdc^vne.  Lord  Gren-ville.  •  Addrefs  carried^, 
Indian  budget.  The  flounjh'.ng  fate  cf  Bengal  conirouerted  by  Mr. 
Francis,  Anfioer  to  his  objections.  Bill  for  providing  a  nen.v fnking  fund 
•with  every  nevo  loan,  une:<pe£ledly  oppofed  in  the  lords  hy  the  chancellor. 
Carried  againf  him  hy  a  f mall  majority.  He  oppofes  the  hill  for  the  encou- 
ragement of  the  grovjth  of  tunber  in  the  h'evj  Forcfl.  Pcjlponed for  tlje 
fef.on.  Mr.  Hafings's  defence.  Schifm  among  the  friends  of  the  people. 
The  chajicellor  dijinijjed.  Propofal  of  the  mimjier  for  ajimdion  tvitb  pari 
if  the  oppojttion.     Negociation  on  the  fubjecl .    Ineffcclual. 

THAT   difference  of  opinion  itfelf.     Neither     was     it   believed, 

on  feveral  important  topics,  that  Mr.  Fox,  though  he  fupportcd 

which  began  to  dilcover  itfelf  among  Mr.     Grey's     queition,    approved, 

the  members  of  oppofition   in  the  or  indeed  knew,    of  the     original 

preceding  debate,  became  foon  af-  foundation  of  the  fociety.     When 

ter  fo  fully  apparent,    that  a  dirccl  the    n*amcs  of  the  members  were 

ichifm  feemed  to  be  fooner  or  later  rirft  made   public,  it  was  obferved, 

inevitable.     One  great  caufe  of  d;f-  thr.t    none   of  thoie  who  were  fup- 

cord,  wastheinitiiution  ofthe  fbcicty  pofed    to  be  mofl  in   the   perfonal 

mentioned  in  the  lail  chapter,  under  and     intimate    confi.ience    of    that 

the   appellation   of  '•  The   Friends  gentleman,  appeared  in  the  number. 

of  the  People."      Many    principal  it  was  even  reported,  and  upon  au- 

perfons     of     the    old    whig    party  thoriry  which  feemed  to  deferve  full 

were    known  to  be  adverfe  to  ihe  credit,  that  feveral   days   after  the 

avowed   obje£l  of  the   aiTociation ;  appearance    of    the    fociety's    iirlv 

and  the  time  and  manner  of  bringr  declaration,     when   his    opinion    of 

ing    it    forward,  ieemed    to    tlicm  the  whole  proceeding  was  afked  by 

nolefs  obno.xious  than  the  nisafure  a  friend,  he  re.'narkcd,  tiiat  lie  had 

r.ev^r 
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ivever  before  been  confulted  on  the 
fubjefl  by  any  one,  but  no-v  being 
zfktd,  mull:  avow  his  diilike  of  the 
fcheme.  The  friend,  whofe  name 
was  mentioned  on  this  occanon,  cer- 
tainl/  did  not  join  the  new  aflbcia- 
tion, 

Ditverent  motives  were  afcribed 
to  the  leading  member  of  the 
focicty.  He  was  reprefentcd  by 
himfelf  and  his  friends,  as  having 
flood  forward  on  the  occalion  from 
a  hope  of  moderating,  if  not  di- 
refting  to  fome  ufeful  purpoff, 
that  fpirit  of  reform,  which  had 
gone  abroad,  and  which,  if  left 
to  itfelf,  might  produce  the  mofl 
mifchic'vous  confcquences.  At  any 
rate,  it  was  obfcrved,  by  bringing 
the  fubjeiil  to  a  final  decifion,  iTiouId 
the  fair  fenfe  of  a  majority  appear 
againll  it,  he  would  deprive  all  fu- 
ture demagogues  of  that  inlirument 
of  popular  agitation.  Many  who 
belonged  to  the  fame  connexion  with 
him  in  Parliament,  thought  that  they 
perceived  in  this  ftep  an  irregular 
ambition  of  forming  a  new  party 
under  himfelfi  which,  from  the  title 
given  by  him  to  his  afibciation, 
profelTed  to  favour  democracy  more 
than  did  the  known  princinles  cf  the 
old  party :  while  the  political  ad- 
verfaries  of  the  gentleman,  to  whom 
we  allude,  attributed  his  condu*^ 
to  that  perfonal  competition  with 
the  miniiler,  into  which,  as  they 
afierted,  he  fo  pointedly  Itudjed  to 
raife  himfelf  oh  every  occafion. 
They  remarked,  that  not  having 
come  into  public  life,  till  after 
the  elevation  of  Mr.  Pitt  to  power, 
he  had  erroneoufly  fuppofed  the 
popularity  ariilng  from    this  quef- 


tion,  to  have  been  the  principal 
caufe  of  that  event,  and  was  tiiere- 
fore  endeavouring  unfairly  to  pofTefs 
himfelf  of  that  popularity  for  his 
own  puipofes,  without  regardino- 
the  peace  of  his  country.  The 
fubjeft,  they  faid,  was  now  inlidi- 
oully  brought  forward,  with  the 
hope  of  iubjedting  the  minifter  to 
one  of  two  mil'conftrudlions;  if  he 
fhould  fupport  the  motion,  of  coun- 
tenancing the  pretexts,  and  lending 
credit  to  the  complaints  of  focieties 
reprefented  by  himfeif  as  highly 
dangerous,  or,  if  he  fliould  oppofe  it, 
of  laying  himfelf  open  to  a  direift 
charge  of  political  inconfillency. 

But  whatever  opinions  might  have 
been  entertained,  refpefling  the  mo- 
tives which  aclaated  the  leaders  of 
this  new  aflociation,  the  other  mem- 
bers of  it  were  of  fuch  a  defcrip- 
tion,as  to  give  much  room  for  alarm 
to  all  who  had  attentively  marked 
the  progrefs  of  the  focieties  here, 
connecl.ed  with  the  Jacobin  clubs  of 
France.  In  the  original  liifl  of  tne 
Friends  of  the  People,  was  to  be 
found,  at  leaft,  one-fourth  of  the 
correfponding  committee  appointed 
by  the  Revolution  Society  for  that: 
year,  and  mo:i  of  thefe  perfons,  as 
it  has  been*  already  intimated,  were 
alfo  active  members  of  other  focie. 
ties,  profeffing  the  fame  political 
principles  with  that  at  the  Londou 
Tavern. 

All  thefe  focieties,  boi'.i  in  the 
metropolis  and  throughout  their 
various  ramifications,  in  molt  of  the 
principal  towns  of  Great  Britain, 
began  now  to  be  unufually  aclive. 
They  employed  pamphlets,  hand- 
bills, public  advertifements,  elTays, 


•  See  p.  3n  ;  and  for  the  connexion  of  the  Friends  of  the  People  with  the  re- 
volution lociety,  compare  the  Hll  of  the  former,  in  Darren's  Parliamentary 
Regilter,  with  the  committee  of  the  latter,  in  the  Appiu.lix  to  the  Chronicle, 
p.  13+'. 

paragraphs. 
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paragraph?,  in  fhort,  all  the  arts  of 
the  prefs,  to  atlkil  evc-ry  clafs  and 
defcription  of  men  v/ith  addreiHis 
to  their  refpccli^'e  paffions,  preju- 
dices, and  intercfts.  Nor  were  thefe 
merely  fudden  and  detached  effeds, 
fpringini^  from  the  zea],  and  di- 
re6led  by  the  caprice  of  thofe  who 
made  them;  tbey  wero  planned  and 
combined  upon  fy:te:n,  and  to  keop 
them  more  furely  to  one  point,  a 
nciv  inrtitjcion  wa:  formed  undir 
the  denomlnarion  of  the  '•  London 
•'  Correfponding-  Society;"  the 
members  of  whi:h  v-re  pcrfons  of 
inferior  Nations,  artfully,  perhaps, 
feie(5leJ  by  ths-  lei'.r'erj  of  the  higher 
clubs,  as  bolder  and  mo-e  cfiective 
inftruments  for  the  p'-of.'oution  of 
what  was  called  the  conTnon  caufe. 
than  men  of  better  condition,  aiid 
more  decorous  character.  iwuch 
expc£tacjon  was  baiit  on  the  com- 
munications to  be  made  nnd  re- 
ceived through  thli  channel,  as  it 
was  notorious  iliat  the  univerfal  do- 
mination of  the  Jacobin  club  at 
Paris  over  the  whole  extent  of 
France,  wa'^  obtainei  and  fixed  by 
a  fimil.ir  inlUtution  of  a  corrc- 
fponding  committee. 

Acquiring  confidence  as  their 
numbers  and  connexions  incrcafed, 
the  different  focirties,  by  way  of 
eftablifhing  a  known  and  firm  bond 
of  political  union,  recommended  in 
public  refolutions,  ard  circulated 
at  their  own  expence,  in  every 
pofiible  fl^ape,  to  catch  the  common 
people,  the  different  produ6lions  of 
Mr.  Paine;  efpecially  his  "  Rights 
**  of  Man";  the  fecond  part  of 
which  work  was  then  new,  and 
palling  fa-  beyond  the  bounds  of 
the  firft  part,  profefTed  "  to  combine 
"  praftice  with  principle." 

About  the  fame  period,  the  mem- 
bers o/the  revolution  fociety  thought 


proper  to  publifh  with  great  ex'ul-t 
tation,  and  a  proud  afTumption  of 
merit  towards  their  country,  a  col- 
leaion  of  their  proceedings  and 
correfpor.dence,  both  at  home  and 
abroad,  from  the  autumn  of  178^ 
to  the  Mnrch  preceding  their  pub- 
lication. Ai' hough  many  of  the 
papers,  conrained  in  this  volume, 
had  before  feparately  appeared  in 
the  public  prints,  yet,  when  feen  in 
one  view,  and  combined  with  others 
ftf  equal  or  greater  importance,  they 
made  a  very  ferious  and  deep  im- 
preffion.  In  alm:l>  all  the  com- 
munications with  the  Jacobinical 
clubs  of  France,  the  revolution  in 
that  country  was  not  only  praifed 
in  general  term.s,  but  that  leading 
maxim  of  it,  the  facred  duty  of 
iniurreilion,  particularly  applauded ; 
while  fanguine  expcftations  were 
formed,  that  the  people  of  other 
nations  would  profit  by  the  example. 
Our  own  Rev  )lution  in  1 688,  was 
confidered  i;s  imperfefl;  correal 
only  in  the  implication  of  a  fuppofed 
principle,  faulty  and  deficient  in. 
praAice.  The  final  completion  of 
this  necefiary  and  glorious  work,  it 
was  repeatedly  faid,  was  only  to  be 
hoped  from  an  imitation  of  the  con- 
dudl  of  Fiance;  and  the  fpecific 
grievances,  from  wiiich  we  wera 
thus  to  be  delivered,  were  liaied 
to  be,  "  royal  prerogatives,  inju- 
"  rious  to  the  public  interell: ;  a' 
"  fervile  peerage,  a  rapacious  and 
"  intolerant  clergy,  and  a  corrupt 
"  reprefcntation."  The  celebrated 
vote  of  the  national  afTembly,  re- 
nouncing all  foreign  conquefts,  was 
underftood  on  both  fides,  not  as 
precluding  the  French  from  an  ac- 
quifition  of  territory,  but  as  af- 
fording them  the  means  cf  extending 
their  limi's  more  v^'idely,  and  ir- 
refiliibly,  by  die  propagation  of  their 
principres. 
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principles,  than  could  be  efFefted  by 
the  fw'ord.  It  was  acknowledged, 
that  the  evident  tendency  of  the 
French  revolution,  was  the  ccfiruc- 
tion  of  thefurrounding  governments; 
that  thefe  with  reafbn  dreaded  the 
fpiritoffuch  neighbours;  and  that  it 
was  natural  for  them  to  combine  for 
the  fubverfion  of  that,  which  would 
otherwife  inevitably  ruin  them. 
But  the  people  of  France  were  in- 
ftigated  to  proceed  without  fear  in 
the  further  dcvelopement  of  their 
political  principles;  and  a  pretended 
league  was  formed  with  the  Ja- 
cobins, in  the  name  of  the  people  oJ 
England  for  the  avowed  purpofe  of 
extending,  what  was  called,  the  em- 
pire of  liberty  and  truth  over  the 
whole  Vvorldi — •  This  volume  was 
aflerted  to  contain  tlie  wliOle  of  the 
Society's  correfpondencc;  but  it  was 
remarked,  thatthercwasno  where  to 
be  found  in  it  a  feries|  of  important 
letters,  which  were  mentioned  by  the 
Jacobins  as  the  foundation  of  aftual 
meafures  adopted  in  various  com- 
mittees of  the  national  affembly. 

Jn  this  critical  poRure  of  ali'airs, 
the  minillers  thought  it  their  duty 
to  advife  a  royal  proclamation  on 
the  fubjeft  of  thefe  feditious  pro- 
ceedings, and  to  communicate  the 
draught  of  it  to  thofe  n^ccabers  of 
the  oppofuion,  who  were  fuppofed 
to  participate  in  the  apprehenfions 
of  government  on  the  Hate  of  the 
nation  and  of  Europe.  While  this 
meafure  was  IU!1  under  the  private 
confideration  of  thofe  who  fuggeft- 
cd,  and  thofe  who  concurred  in  it, 
two  motions  were  made  en  the 
part  of   oppofition    in    the    houfe 


of  commons,  which  incidentally- 
brought  into  difcuflion,  feveral  of 
the  fafts  conncfted  with  the  motives 
of  the  intended  proclamation,  and 
widened  the  breach  already  beguti 
in  the  opporuicn  itfclf. 

From  a  wifli  to  gratify  the  Dif- 
fenters,  efpecially  the  Unirarians 
who  had  taken  the  lead  upon  this 
occafion,  and  petitioned  the  houfs 
upon  the  fubject,  Mr.  Fox  moved 
for  thd  repeal  of  fome    , .  , 

particular  llarutes  a-  May  nth. 
gainft  the  Diflenters.  In  fupport 
of  his  moiior,  he  reafoned  from 
the  abftrr.dl  principle  of  toleration, 
the  expediency  or  inexpediency  of 
which,  in  a  political  point  of  view, 
was  not,  he  thought,  worthy  of  dif- 
cufiion,  but  he  wifiied  to  have  the 
principle  recognized  as  juft  in  itfelf, 
as  a  principle  founded  on  the  ui-i- 
ah"enablc  rights  of  man.  y\]  chough 
he  admitted,  that  there  were  certain 
civil  riglits,  which  man  mufl:  give 
up  for  the  fecurity  of  the  remain- 
der, in  a  fi;ite  of  fociety,  yet  he 
contended,  that  the  rcfignation  of 
any  religious  right  was  impofiible; 
for  v,'ho  could  controul  hi?  private 
opinions?  _He  ccnfured  the  efla- 
bliflied  church  as  inculcating  the 
execrable  doflrine  of  pafiive  obe- 
dience and-  non-refiftancc,  arguin<»- 
from  thence,  that,  as  the  church 
ccu!d  not  be  obeyed  without  a 
breach  of  moral  obligation,  and 
even  of  pofitive  law,  1*1  would  be 
the  height  of  injuilicc  to  perfecute 
any  perfcn  for  net  conforming  to 
the  eflablifnmeru. 

He  quoted  the  Birmingham  riots, 
as    ai   proof  that  religious   bigotry 


*  The  book  appeared  without  the  name  of  apublifher,  and  was  focn  after  fup. 
prefTec),  in  conleqtience  of  feme  fevtre  itriftures  upon  it  in  parliament,  and  the 
Jcing'i  proclamaiion.  We  have  pielerved  feme  extrafls  in  the  Appendix  lo  the 
Cl:iJ.:i-!e,  tjoni  p.  128'  to  p.  I44*. 

f.  See  page  311.  and  Apjienujx  to  the  Chronicle,  p.  i4.o*» 

tvas 
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was  not  extinguifhed;  and  remark- 
irg,  that,  although  politics  were 
the  pretext,  none  but  Dilfenters  ac- 
toallv  fufFered  by  the  riots  ;  con- 
fidered  the  condud  of  the  populace 
as  proceeding  from  an  opinion,  that 
DilTenters  ought  not  to  take  tiioie 
liberties  with  governmenc,  which 
churchmen  might  take  wi'.h  impu- 
nity. 

He  feemed  aware  of  its  being  ob- 
jeftcd  to  his  motion, thatthe  (taiutes, 
which  he  wifhed  to  repeal  wereob- 
folate,  and  opprefiive  only  in  idea; 
but  thought  the  obje<^ions  of  little 
force,  as  he  conceived  they  might 
hereafter  he  revived,  and  become 
inftruments  for  perfecution,  when- 
ever an  occafion  might  be  fuppcfed 
to  call  for  them.  He  preferred 
ihe  propofed  repeal  to  the  fuggeflion 
of  any  particular  enading  law,  be- 
caufe  in  making  a  new  law,  it  would 
rot  be  eafy  to  calculate  what  might 
be  its  operation,  but  in  repealing, 
a  bad  one,  we  knew  that  we  did 
nothing  more  than  juftice. 

Mr.  Burke  confidered  the  quef- 
lion  as  properly  comiiig  before  the 
Houfe,  not  in  a  theological,  bat 
political  point  of  view.  He  dif- 
claimed  the  idea  of  arguing  on  any 
but  focial  rights,  recognizmg  man 
only  in  a  ftate  of  fociecy.  Cif- 
claiming  therefore  all  abilrafl  rea- 
Ibning,  and  mctaphyfical  fubtleties, 
he  -confined    himfelf  folely  to  the 


prudence  and  policy  of  the   mes- 
furci 

If  relief  were  to  be  granted,  he 
conceived  it  proper  to  confider  a 
little  the  defcription  of  perlons  to 
be  relieved,  and  maturely  to  weigh, 
Tvhethcr  the  Hate  could  receive  any 
detriment  Irom  their  opinions,  con- 
du<ft,  or  connexions.  Far  was  h.z 
from  wifhing  to  enaft  penalties 
againtl  men  for  their  religious  fen- 
timents,  but  when  with  their  reli- 
gious, certain  political  tenets  were 
blended,  which  might  ultimately 
lead  to  the  dellruclicn  of  the  church 
and  ftate,  he  thought  it  the  indif- 
penfable  duty  oi  the  Houie  to 
paufc. 

From  the  writings  of  Dr.  Pricflley* 
it  appeared  eviaent  to  him,  that 
the  Unitarians,  avowed  enemies  to 
all  ecclefiaf^ical  ellablifhments,  aim- 
ed at  the  total  fubverfion  of  the 
church.  They  had  formed  a  {q- 
ciety  for  the  propagation  of  their 
opinions,  and  had  raifed  a  con- 
fiderable  fund  for  that  purpofe* 
Their  principal  object  in  the  petitioa 
before  the  Houfe,  feemed  to  b?,  that 
they  might  obtain  the  countenance 
of  parliament  by  the  recognition  of 
their  fed,  as  a  diliinil  and  refpeda- 
ble  body. 

In  order   to  prove  that  the  Uni- 
tarians were  eager   to  intermeddle 
in  politics,  he  adverted  to  the  *  pro* 
ceedings  of  a  meeting  held  at  the 
King's 


*  Mr.  Burke  feems  to  have  alluded  to  the  fcllcwing  account  of  the  meeting, 
extracted  from  one  oi  the  papers,  and  plainly  proceediu^  fioni  lomc  member  of 
the  fociety. 

Unitarian  Society.  Yefterday  tliis  Society  dined  together  at  the  King's 
Head  Tavern  in  the  Pcul'ry.  Dr.  Priertley  was  in  the  chair;  and  a  number 
of  the  molt  diftir.guifhed  gentlemen  in  the  metropolis,  of  Unitarian  principles^ 
ailifted  in  the  teinperste  feftivity  of  the  day. 

This  Ibciety  is  efiahlilhed  tor  the  purpofe  of  promoting  Chriftian  Knowledge, 
and  the  prafiice  of  virtue }  and  if  we  may  judge  from  the  enlightened  and  bene- 
volent fpirit  which  they  manifefled  in  this  convivial  meeting,  the  vicv.s  of  the 

inllitution 
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King's  Head  Tavern,  in  February  entertainment.  Nor  did  he  forgat 
1791,  at  which  Dr.  Prieftley  preiid-  playfully  to  touch  upon  the  "  tem- 
ed.  He  noticed  feveral  of  the  toaih  "  perate  fe(tivities,"  of  which  no 
then  given,  particularly  the  fol-  lefs  than  fourteen  bumper  toafts 
lowing,  ''  Thomas  Paine,  efq;  and  were  faid  to  have  conftituted  only 
"  the  Rights  of  Man."  He  treated,  apart.  He  diftrufted  the  principles 
with  great  good  humour,  the  toad  of  the  Unitarians,  as  he  conceived 
relating  to  himfelf,  introducing  ic  them  to  be  connected  with  the  Re- 
in a  ityle  of  convivial  pleafancry,  volution  Society,  which  had  leagued 
which   afforded    the    Houfs   much  with  clubs  in  foreign  countries,  for 

the 

inftitutlon  will  be  promoted  by  example  as  well  as  precept.     As  a  proof  of  which 
v/e  ftiall  enumerate  loine  of  the  toalls  that  were  given  from  ditferent  parts  of  th* 
■  rooin. 

*'  Profperity  to  the  Unitarian  Society.'* 

*'  Tile  caul'e  of  civil  and  religious  liberty  throughout  the  vvorld." 
*'  Mr.  Fox  ;  and  a  fpeedy  repeal  of  all  the  penal  laws  refpe6ling  religion.'* 
"  May  the  example  of  America  teach  all  nations  to  rejeiSl  religious  diltin6lions# 
ami  to  judge  of  the  citizen  by  his  conduSt." 

"  The  national  aflembly  of  France  ;  and  may  every  tyrannical  government  un- 
dergo a  iimilar  revolution." 

"  May  no  man  deltroy  another's  happinefs  in  this  world,  for  the  fake  of  fe* 
curing  it  in  the  next." 

"  The  ladies  and  gentlemen  who  have  afferted  and  fupported  civil  and  religiouft 
.liberty,  by  their  writings  and  ipeeches." 

"  Thomas  Paine,  and  the  Rights  of  Man.'* 

"  Thanks  to  Mr.  Bin-ke,  for  tlie  important  difculTlons  he  has  provoked." 
"  May  no  fociety,  civil  or  religious,  claim  rights  for  themfelves,  that  they  itt 
not  ready  to  conceiie  to  others," 

"  Succefs  to  Mr.  Fox's  intendetl  motion  to  afcertaln  the  liberty  of  th« 
prefs." 

"  May  the  liin  of  lilierty  rife  on  Oxford  as  it  has  on  Cambridgej  and  as  it  ha« 
long  fhone  on  the  Diflenters." 

"  May  the  governments  of  the  world  learn,  that  the  civil  magiftrate  has  no  right 
to  dictate  to  any  man  what  he  ihall  believe,  ov  in  what  manner  he  (hall  wor(hip 
the  Deity." 

"  May  the  example  of  one  revolution  make  another  unneceffary." 
After  fpending-  the  afternoon  in  the  harmony  and  exhilaration  which  the  Union 
oi  benevolent  fentiments  is  calculated  to  infpire,  Dr.  Ki}>pis,  with  a  fliort  enco* 
jnium  on  that  wonderful  event  in  a  neighbouring  kingdom,  which  had  refcued  fo 
many  millions  of  their  fellow  creatures  from  bondage,  faid,  that  fome  perfons, 
who  thought  the  revolution  of  France  calculated  to  meliorate  the  condition  of  man 
over  all  the  earth,  intended  to  commemorate  the  anniverfary  on  the  14th  of  July 
next;  and  he  took  the  fenfe  of  the  company,  whether  they  thought  fit  to  eo-operat0 
in  this  defign. 

Dr.  Towers  congratulated  humanity  on  this  glorious  event  5  which  he  was  fdrry 
to  fay,  had  not  been  received  in  England  with  the  warm  welcome  to  which  it  was 
entrtled  }  fo'-  to  E^nglifhmen  in  particular  that  revolution  ought  to  be  truly  dcar> 
fince  it  gave  an  example  of  the  facred  regard  that  was  due  to  the  religious,  as  well 
as  the  civil  liberties  of  men.  He,  who  had  zealouily  entered  into  the  laft  feltival 
la  commemoration  of  the  event,  chearfuUy  adopted  the  prupofal  of  his  reverend 
V«.^i..  XXXIV.  l^a]  brother} 


370]     ANNUAL    RE  G  I  S  T  ER,  1792. 

the  purpofe  of  woiking  the  down-  of  that  event  from  the  chair,  at  the 
fal  of  the  coniutuilori ;  in  proof  of  King's  Head  meeling  ? 
which  latter  alTertion,  he  read  ft-  As  the  Unitarians  quoted  the  ex- 
veral  extradfts;  from  the  correfpon-  ample  of  France,  in  proof  of  the 
dence  of  that  fociety,  recently  pub-  facred  regard  which  in  one  country 
lifiied,  animadverting  upon  them  at  leaft  was  paid  to  religious  li- 
.with  confiderable  efi'eil:.  berty,  he  compared  the  perfecu- 
Much  as  he  deteiled  and  lament-  tions  on  account  of  religion,  which 
ed  the  Birmingham  riots,  he  could  had  there  taken  place,  to  what  had 
not  but  be  perl'uade4.  that  the  Dif-  been  (o  named  in  England.  There, 
lentcrs  had  in  fomc  meafure  brought  lie  remarked,  a  great  part  of  the 
the  evil  on  their  own  heads,  by  the  nation  had  been  driven  to  poverty, 
genpral  line  of  politics  which  they  wretchcdnefs,  famine,  and  death, 
had  lately  purfued,  asvvellasby  their  for  avowed  fcruples  of  confcience  ; 
particular  coaduft  at  the  meeting  here  the  houfes  of  the  leaders  of  a 
above  alluded  to,  when  the  people  certain  party  in  the  town  of  Bir- 
of  England  were  invited  to  cele-  mingham  had  been  deftroyed  by  an 
brate  the  anniverfary  of  the  French  infatuated  mob,  on  the  fuppofition 
Revolution  on  the  fabfeqiient  14th  that  the  principles  of  the  party 
of  July.  It  was  in  vain  to  alTert,  were  inimical  to  the  exiiling  go- 
that  the  riots  originated  in  religious  vernmcnt.  In  this  land  of  bigotry, 
bigotry  ;  they  were  evidently  of  a  punifhment  had  been  inflicled  on 
political  nature.  D".  Prieftley  had  the  rioters,  and  reftituticn  made  to 
long  lived  at  Birmingham,  and  long  the  fufferers.  In  France,  a  country 
taught  his  Unitarian  principles,  not  adored  by  the  Unitarians,  for  the 
only  unmolerced,  but,  by  his  own  tranfcendency  of  its  government, 
confeffion,  with  fuccefs  and  plea-  for  its  complete  poffelfion  of  li- 
fur'e.  Why  had  he  never  been  per-  betiy,  and  its  much  envied  confti- 
fecuted  be: fore  ?  How  came  the  tution,  although  outrages  ten  thou- 
madnefsof  the  populace  to  be  referv-  fand  times  greater  had  been  corn- 
ed for  that  unlucky  moment,  when  mitted,  no  enquiry  had  taken  place, 
he  chofe  to  firik  the  charader  of  no  punifhment  had  been  inflidled, 
the  divine  in  that  of  the  politician,  and  no  reftitution  made.  If  it  were 
not  only  to  laviih  the  moli  extra-  alledged  in  excufe  for  fuch  condiift, 
vagant  praifes  on  the  French  revo-  that  it  was  rendered  unavoidable, 
lution,  but  to  recommend  to  the  by  the  inveterate  evils  of  the  former 
'people  of  England,  the  celebration  fyftera  of  religion^  he  Ihould  reply, 

.  brother;  and   he  was  lure.  :.o-.v  that  the  principles  of  the  revolution  were  properly 
undeillood,  it  vv-ould  be  advipted  by  the  public  with^he  fbme  alacrity. 

It  v/as  generally  declared  by  the  company  that  they  would  aflift  in  the  cele- 
bration. 

The  evening  concluded  with  the  appointment  of  Stewards  for  the  next  anni- 
verfary feltival  of  the  Unitarian  Society— The  following  gentlemen  were  norai- 
«ated  ; 

Michael  Dodfon,  Efq.  lames  Martin,  Efq.  M.  P. 

T.  a.  Mollis,  Efq.  J.  H.  Stone,  Efq. 

Rev.  Dr.  Kippis,  William  Smith,  Efq.  M.  P. 

Rev.  Mr.  Lindfey,  John  Tuwgood,  Efq. 

that 


HISTORY    OF    EUROPE. 


[37* 


that  the  enlightened  philofophers 
of  the  prefenc  day,  feemed  to  have 
difcovered  new  meanings  in  old 
words,  that  they  had  formed  a  new 
vocabulary,  in  which  the  deilrudlon 
of  ancient  citabli'hments  was  termed 


ever  happened,  or  were  likely  to 
happen,  from  the  laws  in  queilion, 
and  as  danger  might  poflibly  accrue 
from  the  repeal  of  them.  He  like- 
wife  thought  it  probable,  that  the 
public    might   be  imprefied  with  a 


reform,  and  refiftance  to  dangerous  falfe  idea  of  the  motives  of  the  re- 
peal, concluding  from  appearances, 
that  the  Houfe  of  Commons  wis  be- 
come indifferent  to  the  eJlablifhed 
religion,  and  cardefs  of  \yhat  in- 
fringements were  made  upon  it. 

In  reply  to  the  arguments  urged 
againft  the  motion,  Mr.  Fox  re- 
marked, that  it  had  not  been  his 
intention  to  fpeak  on  French  afFairi, 
but,  as  the  fubjctt  was  introduced, 
he  ihculd  declare  his  fentiments  oa 
the  revolution  to  be  precifely  what 
they  had  always  been.  That  even: 
was  in  his  idea  highly  important 
and  advantageous  to  this  country, 
and  to  the  wold.  H^  had  before 
termed  Mr.  Paine's  book  a  libel 
(but  not  an  infamous  one)  on  the 
conftitution  of  Great  Britain  ;  he 
would  now  obferve,  that  he  thought 
Mr.  Burke's  book  to  be  a  libel  on 
every  free  conftitutlon  in  the  world. 
Fiom  the  repeal,  for  which  he 
moved,  it  would  not,  he  hoped,  bi 
confidered,  that  he  was  aiming  at 
the  fubverfion  of  the  church  ;  for 
after  having  read  and  refleded  much 
on  ecclefialHcal  eftablifliments,  he 
profefTed  himfelf,  from  the  com- 
pleteil  convidion,  a  firm  and  fteady 
friend  to  them. 

A  defultory  converfation  then 
enfucd  on  the  fubjeft  of  the  Bir- 
mingham riots,  after  which,  on  a 
divifion  of  the  houfe,  the  motion 
was  negatived  by  a  majority  of  79; 
ayes  63,  noes  142. 

The  faiij.-c^t,  which  wa^  fiightly 

mentioned  at  the  conclufion  of  the 

preceding   debate,   was    foon  after 

brought    under    the    notice  of  the 

\^A  a\   z  V   Houfe, 


innovations  perfecution 

After  having  dwelt  for  feme  time 
on  the  enormities  of  feveral  late 
tranfadions  in  France,  he  conclud- 
ed with  obferving,  that  thofe  peo- 
ple could  be  little  entitled  to  the 
favour  of  parliament,  who  held  up 
the  proceedings  of  the  French  as 
examples  for  imitation  in  this  coun- 

The  conduct  of  the  Unitarians 
was  defended  by  Mr.  William 
Smith,  who  declared  himfelf  to  be 
of  their  number.  He  afferted,  that 
they  were  a  fed,  completely  uncon- 
nedted  with  other  Diflenters,  and 
with  clubs  and  aflfociations  of  every 
defcription.  Granting,  that  they 
had  approved  the  French  revolu- 
tion in  its  origin,  he  denied  this  to 
be  any  proof  of  their  applauding 
every  abufe  and  confufion  which 
had  fmce  occurred,  or  of  their  wifii- 
ing  the  people  of  England  to  imi- 
tate the  example.  Such  an  argu- 
ment appeared  to  him  equally  un- 
juft  and  untrue.  So  far  were  they 
from  attempting  to  fubvert  the  go- 
vernment of  their  country,  that  he 
believed  and  knew  them  to  be  firm 
and  Iteady  friefids  to  the  conllitu- 
tion.  With  reTped  to  the  repeal, 
he  profelTed  not  to  wilh  for  it 
on  his  own  account,  and  on  account 
of  the  Unitarians,  becaufe  he  was 
convinced,  that  no  perfon  would  be 
daring  or  infamous  enough  to  put 
the  dormant  ilatutes  in  force. 

Mr.  Pitt  oppofed  the  meafure,  as 
it  feemed  acknowledged  on  all 
hands,  that  no  prailical  evils  had 
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Houfe,  by  Mr.  Whit- 
bread,  whole  principal 
aim  was  to  f.x  a  lligma  on  the  cha- 
rafters  of  certain  magiftrates,  for 
a  pirofs  neglcft  of  duty,  during  the 
period  of  the  riots.  He  argued 
from  a  number  of  affidavits,  which 
had  been  taken  on  one  fide  of  the 
queflion  at  Birmingham,  and  tranf- 
miited  to  government.  It  was 
reprefented  in  thefe,  that  two  of  the 
county  magiilratcs,  who  were  on  the 
fpot,  during  the  riots,  rather  encou- 
raged than  fuppreffed  them. 

He  endeavoured  to  exculpate  the 
Diflentersfiom  the  fufpicion  uf  their 
having  been  the  authors  of  the  fe- 
ditious  hand-bill,  which  had  been 
fuppofed  to  have  given  birth  to  the 
riots. 

So  far  indeed  were  the  DilTenters 
in  his  opinion  from  being  enemies 
to    the  conftitution,  that  they  were 
its  belt  and  moft  zealous  friends ;  fo 
far   from  being  adverfe  to  tiie  iiluf- 
trious  Houfe  of  Hanover,  that  in  a 
cafe  of  neceffity  the  reigning  family 
would   find  its  vvarmell  well-wifhers 
and   fteadiell  fupporters  among  that 
defpifcd  and  injured  body  of  men. 
The    chief  purport  of  his   motion 
was,  to  addrefs  the  king  for  fuch 
information,  as  had  been  laidiTeforc 
minifters  concerning  the  condu£l  of 
the  Warwickfhire  magillrates,  dur- 
ing the   riots,    and  likewife  for  an 
account   of  fuch    meafures   as   go- 
vernment had  purfued,  againll  any 
particular  magiftrates,  for  a  negled 
of  duty. 

Mr.  Dundas  Rated,  that,  the  mo- 
'  ment  after  infcrmation  of  the  riots 
had  been  received  in  town,  govern- 
ment took  every  pofiible  l^ep  to  fup- 
prefs  them,  with  an  expedition  that 
challenged  applaufe  inftead  of  cen- 
fare.  When  tranquillity  was  com- 
pieicly  reftcred,  the  Solicitor  of  the 


Treafury,    and  with    him    an   able 
counfel,  and   an   aClive  magiftrate, 
were  feiiL    down    to    difcovcr    and 
prolecute    the  offenders.     Govern- 
ment had   endeavoured  to  conduit 
itlelf,  through  every  part  of  the  bu- 
finefs,  with  the  utmoll  impartiality. 
The  magiflrates,  who  were  the  ob- 
ject of  the  motion,  were  not  indeed 
profecuted  on  the  credit  of  the  affi- 
davits,   as    the    Attorney    General 
did  not  advife  it.    If  any  Diffenter, 
however,  was    diflatisfied  with    the 
condufl    of    the    magiftrates,    and 
thought  a  fufficient  cafe  could   be 
made  out  agalnft    them,  he  might 
himfelf  become  the  profccutor,  and 
proceed  either  by  indidlment  or  in- 
formation.    It  was  neverthelefs  ra- 
ther fingular,  that  when  the  Solici- 
tor of  the  Treafury  propcfed  to  get 
any  fafts  tending  to  criminate  the 
magiftrates,   taken  in  the    form  of 
an  information  (which  he  propofed 
when  at  Birmingham)  the  Difienters 
obje£led  to  that  mode,  and  preferred 
the  lefs  fatisfadory  one  of  obtaining 
affidavits,  thus  bringing  forward  one 
fide  of  the  queftion  only.     In  de- 
fence   of  the    magiftrates,  he    re- 
marked, that    they  could  not  rea- 
fonably  be  expeded  to  be  quite  ac- 
curate, eit.herin  their  expreftions  ot 
condud,  during  the  exiftence  of  tu- 
mult and  danger. 

In  noticing  Mr.  Whitbread's  ex- 
culpation of  the  DiiTenters  from 
the  charge  of  having  been  the  au- 
thors of  the  celebrated  hand-bill, 
he  obferved,  that  each  party,  it  was 
true,  had  given  it  to  the  adverfary, 
but  immediately  after  an  enquiry 
had  been  inftituted,  and  a  profe- 
cution  talked  of,  a  diflenting  mi- 
niller  of  the  town,  who  had  lon^- 
refided  there,  and  on  whom  fuf- 
picions  had  fallen,  difappeared  at 
once,    went   abroad,   and   nothing 

more 
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had     ever    been    heard    of    peace  of  the  country,  to  be  feverely 

punifhcd. 

In  the  courfe  of  this,  and,  indeed, 
of  the  former  debate,  allufion  was 
made  to  a  (hort  paper  which  had  been 
circulated  during  the  riots,  under  the 
fignarures   of  Lord  Aylesford  and 


more 
him. 

Mr.  Whitbread  allowed,  that  Mr, 
Dundas  had  fufficiently  vindicated 
the  conduct  of  government  on  every 
point,  but  that  which  was  theobjed 
of  his  motion. 


The  Attorney  General  thought  the  other  gentlemen  of  the  neighbour- 
affidavits  very  unfatisfadury,  from  hood.  Upon  one  fide  irs  conciliating 
the  manner  in  which  they  had  been  language,  particularly  the  addrefs  of 
obtained;  they  had  been  taken  with-  "  Friends  and  Fellow  Churchmen," 
out  the  prefeiice  of  the  perfons  ac-  was  faid  to  have  been  difgraceful  to 
cufed,  and  without  any  crofs-exa-  the  police,  the  charader,  and  the  ge- 
mination of  witncfTes.  Mr.  RufTel,  vernment  of  the  country.  Upon  the 
a  difTenting  magiflrate,  before  whom  other  fide,  it  was  confidercd  as  a 
they  were  fvvorn,  when  prelkrd  by  the  temporary  but  fair  expedient  to  di- 
Solicitor  of  the  Treafury,  to  let  re-  vert  the  fury  of  that  torrent,  which 
gular  and  full  informations  be  taken  could  not  be  refilled  at  the  moment, 
on  this  fubjecl,  had  declined  it;  but  When  the  houfe  divided  upon  the 
afterwards  fent  up  the  affidavits,  on  motion,  the  numbers  were,  for  it  46, 
which    the  motion   was   grounded,  againll  it  189. 


He  likewife  thought  them  in  part 
contradictory :  while  fome  tended 
to  fhew  that  the  magirtrates  encou- 
raged the  burning  of  houfes,  others 
only  proved,  that  the  fame  magi- 
llrateSj  being  but  two  againll  thou- 
fands,  had  endeavoured  to  conciliate 
nftead  of  intimidating,  and  to  leflen 
:he  mifchief  which  they  could  not 
;ntirely  prevent.  Nothing,  he  con- 
:eived,  was  more  dangerous  than  to 


The  royal  proclamation againftfe- 
ditious  dodrines,  was  now  iflued  and 
laid  on  the  tables  of  the  two  houfes. 
On  this  occafion,  a  very  fingular  cor- 
relpondence  *  took  place  between 
the  French  mini  iter  plenipotentiary 
and  Lord  Grenville.  Notwithlland- 
ing  all  that  has  been  related  in  the 
former  part  of  this  hiftory,  M. 
Chauvelin,  in  thenameoftheFrench 
nation,  the  legiflative  body,  and  the 


ruft    to   contradidory  evidence  of  king,  declared  their  entire  difappro- 

txpreflions,    uttered    in    a   moment  bation,  and  even  ignorance,  of  any 

)f  alarm,  ill  underftood,  and  imper-  confederacy  between  individuals  of 

edly  recolleded.     The  Diflenters,  this   country  and   France,  tending 

f  they  thought  there  was  ground,  to  excite    tumults   in    England;  he 

light  themfelves  profecute.  llrongly  exprefl^'ed  the  good  difpo- 

In  the  fentiments  of  the  Attorney  fition  of  France  to  this  country,  and 

General,  the  Solicitor  General  per-  concluded  by  requeuing  Lord  Gren- 

jiflly  coincided.  ville   to   communicate    his   official 

Mr.  Grey  contended  for  the  pro-  note  to  parliament.     Having,  how. 


riety  of  the  motion,  perfuaded,  that 
le  accufed  magiitrates  had  been 
;ally  the  abettors  of  the  riots,  and 


ever,  been  told  in  anfwer,  that  the 
deliberations  of  parliament,  and  all 
communications  to  it,  were  objedts 


ught,  for  the  honour,  juftice,  and     abfolucely  foreign  to  diplomatic  cor - 


*  State  Papers,  pp.  260-1-j*, 


refpondence; 
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refpondence ;  he  faid  in  apology,  deep  regret  at  the  difturbances  which 
that  nis  intention  had  been  only  to  happened  at  BirmiDgham  in  the  pre- 
obviate  any  falle  conftruftion  of  the  ceding  fummer,  and  wifued  to  fug- 
proclamation  in  the  two  houfes ;  and  geft  the  expediency  of  proceeding 
he  now  preiTed  the  fecretary  of  ftate  with  all  the  feverity  of  the  law  againft 
to  adopt  fome  other  mode  of  render-  the  aiders  and  abettors  of  thofe  dif- 
ing  the  itntiments  of  France  very  turbances,  who  bad  nut  yet  been 
public.  This  proceeding  was  pafled  brought  to  purifhment. 
over  at  the  time  in  prudent  filence  ;  The  fupporiers  of  the  addrefs  par- 
but  it  was  clearly  a  managed  attempt  ticularly  dwelt  on  the  alarming  cir- 
to  interfere  in  the  internal  affairs  of  culation  of  leditious  dodtrines,  in  all 
this  kinguom,  and  to  appeal  tc  the  ways,  by  focieties  as  well  as  indivi- 
people  againll  the  government  and  duals,  and  particularly  their  foreign 
their  own  reprtfentatives.  correfpondencies  and  confederacies, 

1^  J  When  the  proclama-     to  which  the  proclamation   alluded, 

^     5     '    tion  was  taken  up  in  the     and  which  have  bcenalready  related. 
lower  houfe,  an  addrefs  to  the  throne         On  the  oppofite  fide,  it  was  urged, 
was  moved,  in  which  the  commons     that,  generally  fpeaking,  there  ought 
exprefTcd  the  greateft  indignation  at     to  be  a  perfeil  liberty  for  the  circu- 
the  attempts  that  had  been  made  to     lation  of  all  opinions  on  public  affairs, 
alienate  the  afiedions  of  the  people     Neverthelefs,  if  writings  appeared, 
from   his  majeftv's  perfon  and  go-     evidently   hollile  to  the  well-being 
vernment ;   condemned  the  deluhve     of  the  ftate,  there  were  other  and 
theories  maintained  in  the  feditious     more  proper  modes  of  proceeding 
publications  circulated  by  the  focie-     againft  them,  than   by  a  royal  pro- 
ties,  and     reiolved  to    fupport    the     clamation.  It  v.as  the  duty  of  mini- 
conftitution  by  law  eftabliihed,  with     fters  to  order  the  profecution  of  the 
the  utmoft  energy  of  a  free  and  loyal     authors,    printers,    and    publifliers. 
people.     This  addrefs    was  moved     At  any  rale,  the    nrwife,    but  fa- 
by  the  Matter  of  the  Rolls;  and  op-     vourite  fyftem  of  bringing  the  crown 
pofed  by  Mr.  Grey,  who  fuggeft-     eternally  before  the  eyes  of  the  peo- 
ed  a  long  amendment  to  the  follow-     pie,  as  a  refuge  and  protedion  from 
ing  general    purport ;    that,    while     misfortune,   called  for    ftrong    and 
the  commons  profelfed  a  moil:  duti-     marked  animadverfion. 
ful  attachment  to  his  majelly's  per-         In  another  point  of  view  the  pro- 
fon    and  government,    and  held  in    clamation  was  confidered  as  a  diredt 
abnorrence  all  wicked  and  feditious     party-meafure  of  an  invidious  and 
publications,  they  humbly  conceiv-     malignant  nature.    The  minifter  was 
ed  the  king's  minifters  to  have  been     acculedof  havingbroughtitforward, 
guilty  of  grofs  and    criminal  reg-     with  the  hope  of  creating  new  ani- 
ledl,  i?  any  writings,  which  could  be     mofniei,  or  at  ieaft  of  increafing  the 
deemeu  pioper  objefts  of  prolecu-     diilenfions    uhich    were   kncvvn    to 
tion,  had  been  long  publifhed  and     exilt  in  the  great  body  of  the  Whig 
circulated   without    being   noticed;     in.ereft,whoie  firm  union  was  thought 
that  anxious,  according  to  the  tenor     eikntia!   to  the  malntenar.ee  oi .  the 
of  the  proclamation,  to  prevent  or    conftitution  in  purity  aad  perfection, 
punilh  all  riots  and  tumults  of  every         It  was  likewife  reprobated  as  un- 
kind, they  could  not  but  exprefs  their    faiily  intezidtd  to  coanteracl  the  ef- 
forts 
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forts  of  oppofit'ion  for  obtaining  a 
reform  in  parliament,  by  indirectly 
pointing  at  the  aflbciation  eftablilh- 
ed  for  that  purpofe,  and  holding  it 
up  to  the  public,  as  ah  objedt  of  luf- 
picion  and  dread.  The  iniinuation, 
however,  that  the  members  of  this 
aflbciation  were  defeiliveia  their  at- 
tachment to  the  throne,  was  thought 
too  foul  a  calumny  to  merit  any  thing 
but  contempt.  Mr.  Grey  and  his 
friends  then  endeavoured  to  prove, 
that  they  had  only  adopted  the  fame 
plan,  which  the  minifter  himfelf  had 
formerly  fandloned ;  that  in  the 
year  1782,  Mr.  Pitt,  not  only  be- 
longed to  a  fimilar  aflbciation,  but 
was  adlually  prefent  at  a  meeting, 
when  it  was  unanimoufly  refolved, 
that  an  application  fliould  be  made 
to  parliament,  by  petitions  from  the 
colieflive  body  of  the  people,  and 
that  means  (hould  be  taken,  during 
the  fummer  months,  to  obtain  de- 
clarations of  the  fenfe  of  the  people 
upon  the  fubject. 

That  fomething  more  was  intend- 
ed by  the  proclamation  than  what 
might  appear  at  firft  fight,  feemed 
evident,  from  the  circumftance  of 
its  having  been  ifl"ued  fo  long  after 
the  circulation  of  the  feditious  pam- 
phlets, againil 'which  it  was  appa- 
rently levelled.  More  than  a  twelve- 
month had  elapfed,  fince  the  moft 
obnoxious  of  thofe  writings  iiad  been 
publifhed.  It  was  therefore  remark- 
ed, that  his  majefty's  minillers  Ibould 
either  have  noticed  them  fooner,  or 
not  have  noticed  them  at  all.  The 
facl  however  was  afferted  to  be,  that 
taey  did  not  furnifh  the  leaft  rea- 
fonable  ground  for  fuch  an  extra- 
ordinary alarm.  Inftead  of  fup- 
prtiTing  liots  and  tumults,  the  pro- 
clamation feemed  rather  meant, to 
provoke  them;  for,  if  dillurbanccs 
were  to  be  apprehended,  it  was 
argued  from  the  fpirit  manifefted 


at  Birmingham,  in  the  preceding 
fummer,  that  they  were  more  likely 
10  happen  on  the  fide  of  government, 
than  againil  it. 

But,  whatever  might  be  the  real 
motive  of  this  meafure,  the  oftenfi- 
ble  one  was  treated  as  a  mere  pre- 
text; of  which  the  language  of  the 
minifter,  fo  lately  as  at  the  opening 
of  the  budget,  was  thought  to  be 
fome  kind  of  proof,  when  he  de- 
Icribed  the  country  to  be  in  an  un- 
exampled Hate  of  profperity,  fully 
enjoying  the  united  blefTings  of  li- 
berty and  order. 

In  addition  to  thofe  arguments, 
an  objedtion  was  made  to  the  whole 
fpirit  of  the  compofition,  but  more 
j^irticularly  to  a  part  of  it,  which 
was  fuppofed  to  convert  magiftrates 
into  a  fpeciesof  fpies  and  irif.rmers. 
The  very  idea,  that  a  proclamation 
fhould  iffue  from  the  fovereign  of 
a  free  people,  countenancing  fuch  a 
fyftem,  was  declared  to  be  no  lefs 
Angular  than  deteftable. 

Adminiflratlon  deni'i  .he  charge 
of  having  intended  <  ->  reatc  divi- 
fions  among  their  poliiicil  adverfa- 
ries.  T'lat  theoppofirion  was  not 
unanimous  on  fome  points  of  con- 
fequence,  appeared  fully  evident  ; 
but  this  wan:  of  unanimity  was  con- 
fidered  as  redounding  highly  to  their 
honour.  A  convidion  of  the  refti- 
tude  and  utility  of  the  proclamation, 
of  its  abfolute  necelfity  to  the  main- 
tenance of  order,  and  to  the  tran- 
quilli:y  of  the  Itate,  was  conceived 
to  be  the  fcle  motive,  which  had  in- 
duced ieveral  gentlemen  on  the  other 
fide  of  the  Houfe  to  abandon  thofe 
friends  on  the  prefent  occafion,  with 
whom  they  had  afted  fo  lo;.g  and  fo 
confittently;  a  fair  and  honourable 
line  of  condud,  which  afforaed  fuf- 
ficicnt  proof,  that,  whatever  might 
be  the  flate  of  parties,  the  great 
and  refpetlable  body  of  that  Houfe, 
[J  a]  4.  would 
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would  always  give  up  private  pre- 
dileftions  for  public  fecnrity,  and 
the  prefervation  of  the  conftitution. 

Minifters  profeffed  not  particu- 
larly to  have  had  in  their  view,  the 
aflbciation  of  the  "  Friends  of  the 
*•  People,"  but  rather  feveral  fe- 
ditious  focieties,  in  different  quarters 
of  the  kingdom.  "  The  Friends 
of  the  People"  inio:ht  indeed  be 
implicated  in  the  cliarge,  if  they 
connedted  themfelves  with  focieties 
of  fuch  a  defcription. 

The  reafon  why  government  had 
not  profecuted  the  firll:  part  of  the 
pamphlet,  called  "  the  Rights  of 
Man,"  was  thought  to  be  obvious. 
So  bold,  profligate,  and  abfurd  a 
produdion,  could  not,  it  had  been 
conceived,  do  much  milchief;  but 
when  clubs  were  formed  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  diffeminating  the  flagitious 
principles  of  this  work,  and  attempts 
accordingly  made  to  corrupt  the 
mindsof  the  common  people,  a  con- 
jiderable  degree  of  alarm  was  ex- 
cited. A  fecond  part  of  the  famp 
obnoxious  publication  had  lately  ap- 
peared, more  abandoned  if  pofiible 

than  the  preceding  :  this,  govern- 
ment refolved  immediately  to  pro- 

fecute,  and  meant  to  bring  it  before 

a  jury  without  delay. 

The  objeilion   of  the  other  fide, 

to  that    part;  of  the  proclamation, 

which  was  faid  to  impofe  an  igno- 
minious office  on  magiftrates   was 

deemed    futile ;    magilrrates  being 

only    reminded   of  a   duty,   which 

ihcy    were    bound    at  all  times  to 

perform. 

Several   members  ofoppofuion, 

particularly  the  marcuis  of  Titch- 

iield,  Lord  North,  Mr.  Windham, 

and  Mr.  Anftruther,  delivered  their 

fentiments  in  fupport  of  the  addrefs, 

ImpreiTed   with   the  perfuaiion,  that 

a  line  of  condudl  had  lately  been 

adop:cd  in  this  country,  which  re- 


quired the  utmoll  attention  and  in- 
terference of  government. 

When  Mr.  Grey  fuggefled,  that 
one  intention  of  the  proclamati.in 
feemed   to  be,  to  divide  the  oppo- 
fuion,  he  was  unufually  fevere  on 
tlie  minifter.     It  was  a  meafure,  he 
faid,  contrived   by  him,  whofe  fu- 
preme  delight  was  to   fee  difcord 
fupercede     harmony   among    thofe 
that    oppofed    his    meafures  ;     by 
him,  whofe  whole  political  life  was 
a  tifliie  of  conltant  inconfiftency,  of 
aflertion    and  retradion;     by  him, 
who  never  propofed  a  meafure  with- 
out intending  to  delude  his  hearers, 
promiiing    every    thing,    but    per- 
fcrming    nothing,   and   perpetually 
breaking  his  word  with  the  public ; 
who    fludied  all  the  arts  of  capti- 
vating popularity   without  ever  in- 
tending to  deferve  it,  and  who  was 
a  complete  apollate   from  the  very 
commencement  of  his  political  life; 
by   him,  whofe  malignity  fought  its 
gratification  in  the  feparation  of  the 
deareft    friends,    and   whofe  whole 
condudl  was  one  uninterrupted  feries 
of   contemptuous    difdain    towards 
the   rights  of  the  people,  and'  the 
privileges  of  that  Houfe.     In   the 
courfe  of  his  fpecch,  Mr.  Grey  was 
repeatedly  called  to  order,  but  fuf- 
fered  to   proceed    by  the  fpcaker, 
who  did  not  think  his  language  dif- 
orderly. 

Mr.  Pitt  appeared  but  flightly  to 
notice  this  attack  upon  hi;;i,  and 
others  of  a  fimilar  tendency,  briefly 
remarking,  that  noinvedive  fliould 
ever  deter  him  from  purfuing  that 
line  of  conduft,  wiiich  he  deemed 
mort:  conducive  to  the  public  tran- 
quillity, ai^d  the  prefervation  of  con- 
liitutional  trecdom. 

Mr.  Fox  exprefled  his  regret  at 
the  part  which  fomeof  his  friends 
had  taken  in  fupport  of  admini- 
ilra;ion.    Unhappily,  he  faid,  they 

had 
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had  been  made  the  dupes  of  the 
deep  and  artful  defign  which  mini- 
fters  had  in  view.  They  had  afled  on 
honeft  but  erroneous  principles,  and 
had  been  perfuaded  to  think  vvith 
men  very  different  from  themfelves, 
as  different  as  defpotifm  was  from 
liberty,  as  honour  and  franknefs  of 
difpofuion  from  craft  and  myllery. 
He  neverthelefs  flattered  himfeif, 
that  their  feparation  would  not  be 
complete;  that,  various  as  might  be 
their  opinions  on  particular  fubjefls, 
no  arts,  however  infidious,  could  ef- 
feftually  divide  them. 

Under  the  imprefiion,  that  Mr. 
Fox  felt  no  alarm  at  the  circulation 
of  thofe  feditious  doctrines,  againil 
which  the  proclamation  was  levelled, 
but  rather  ridiculed  the  idea  of  any 
dangerous  confequences  to  be  ap- 
prehended from  them,  Mr.  Pitt 
confidered  him,  if  not  the  declared 
advocate  of  fuch  doftrines,  in  fome 
degree  at  leaft  a  friend  to  them. 

In  reply  to  this  accufation,  Mr. 
Fox  confeiTed,  that  he  had  no  fears 
on  the  fubjed,  becaufe  he  knew  the 
good  fenfe  and  conftitutional  foirit 
of  the  people,  would  prove  a  fure 
protection  againll  all  raih  and  ab- 
furd  theories.  He  appealed  to  the 
whole  tenor  of  his  life,  in  proof  of 
the  redtitude  and  puri:y  of  his  poli- 
tical principles, 

Mr.  Grey's  amendment  was  ne- 
gatived without  a  divifion. 

The  fameaddrefs,  in  form  as  well 

M-iv-rft  ^^  ^"  fuMlance,  was 
iNiayjilt.  pj.Qpofed  ^y  the  Mar- 
quis of  Abercorn,  in  the  houfe  of 
lords,  who,  in  the  courfe  of  his 
i'peech,  diredtly  attacked  the  aiTo- 
ciation  of  the  "  Friends  of  the  Peo- 
ple," for  having  ereded  a  ftandard 
to  which  the  difaffefted  of  every 
denomination    mi-^ht   rcfort.      An 


amendment  on  the  addrefs  was 
moved  by  Lord  Lauderdale,  fimilar 
to  that  of  Mr.  Grey. 

His  royal  highnefs  the  Prince  of 
Wa^es  moll  cordially  fupported  the 
addrefs,  convinced,  that  the  inter- 
ference of  government  was  abfo- 
lutely  necelTary  for  the  prefervation 
of  order,  and  the  fecurity  of  the 
confiitution. 

The  Duke  of  Portland  exprefTed 
himfeif  happy,  to  give  a  mofl  de- 
cided and  unequivocal  fupport  to  it. 
Earl  Spencer,  and  the  Lords 
Hay,  Porchefter,  Rawdon,  andSror- 
mont,  likewife  voted  on  the  fame 
fide  of  the  queftion. 

The  Marquis  ofLanfdowne  fpoke 
at  fome  length  in  favour  of  the  a- 
mendment,  maintaining  the  propri- 
ety of  elfeding  public  meafures  bv 
clubs  and  affociations,  and  cenfuring 
the  Heps  of  adniiniflration. 

As  an  argument  in  proof  of  the 
necelTuy  of  the  proclamation.  Lord 
Grenviile  flated,  that  the  leditious 
focieties  alluded  to,  had  not  only 
propagated  the  moft  pernicious  doc- 
trines againit  government,  but  had 
avowedly  entered  into  a  correfpon- 
dence  with  foreign  focieties,  for  the 
worft  of  purpofes,  and  had  even 
commenced  their  flagitious  defigns, 
by  difperfing  inflammatory  hand- 
bills in  the  army  ar.d  navy,  with 
the  hope  of  exciting  mutiny  aad 
diforder. 

The  amendment  was  negatived, 
and  the  addrefs  carried,  without  a 
divifion. 

Towards  the  conclu-    .  , 

fion  of  the  felTion,  Mr.  J""^  5^". 
Dundas  brought  forward  his  ac- 
count of  the  Eaft  Indian  revenues. 
On  a  review  of  the  whole,  he  gave 
the  following  as  a  general  ftate- 
ment: 
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Aftual  revenues  of  1790  and  1791. 

Bengal     /.  5,522,292 

Madras  1,644,223 

Bombay  183,946  

-  7'35   '4  Increafe  of  debt  bear- 

Aaual  charges  of  17 9C-9i.               ing  intereft     -        -  91' 

Bengal  3,225,928 

Madras  2,686,304  •  Intereft  of  debt   Hated 

Bombay         1,112,437                             laft  year  at     -         -  447,106 

■■                   7,024,669  Intereft  April  3oih,  1 791  529,624 


1792. 

Debt  in  India,  bearing 

intereft    April   30th, 

1790      -       -     -     -     5,406,93^ 
Ditto,  April  30th,  1791      6,325,444 


,50i 


Dcduft  expences  of  Ben- 
coolen  and  Prince  of 
Wales's  Ifland     -      - 


Add  fale  of  import  goods 
and  certificates     - 


325'792 

62,018 

263.774 

327'877 


Increafe  of  intereft,  exclufive  of  the 
diminution  by  the  transfer  of 
debt        -         -         -         82,517 


Deduft  intereft  paid  at 
Bengal    -     -  301  >  5^4 
Madras  -     -  i73>830 
Bombay,ftated 
at,    but   no  * 
aftual     ac- 
count   -     -  1 12,784 


591,651 


Surplus 


588,138 
~^5^3 


It  appeared  from  the  above  ac- 
count, that  the  debt  had  been  in- 
creafed  apparently  £,  1,782,328. 
This  increafe  he  principally  im- 
puted to  the  purchafe  of  inveft- 
nients. 
Advance  for  inveftments  at  Bengal* 

Madras,  and  Bombay  950,821 
Supplies  to  India  -  -  238,470 
Calh,  more   remaining 

in    the    treafury    in 

April    1791,  than  in 

April  1790     - 


Tiie  total  of  the  year's  revenue, 
and  produce  of  fales  and  certi- 
ficates, after  paying  the  expences  of 
the  war,  and  the  intereft  of  the  In- 
diian  debt.  The  particulars  of  this 
debt  he  thus  ftated  : 
Debt,  April  3Gth,  1790  7,056,652 
April  30th,  1 79 1    8,150,936 

Increafe  of  debt  in  India  1,094,284 

Add  debt  remitted  by 
fubfcription  to  Eng- 
land    -         -  - 

Increafe  of  debt,  if  none 
remitted  home 


303'355 
1,492,646 


If  this  amount  were  deduded  from 

the  increafe  above  ftated,  the  real 

difference  would  only  be    239,682 
To  this  fum,  however, 

the  filver  which  Lord 

Cornwallis  took  out 

of  the  China  ftiips  at 

Madras,    fiiould    be 

added.     It  was       -  67,160 


356,842 


688,044 


On   the  fuppcfiiion   that  the  in- 
creafe of  debt  amounted  to  half  a 
1,782,328     million,  he  remarked,  that  even  that 
.    ..  ■  fum  was  but  trifling,  when  the  war 

in 
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in  India  was  confidered,  as  well  as 
the  exertions  which  haJ  been  made 
for  eighteen  months  to  bring  it  to 
a  conclulion.  He  had  neverthelefs 
reafon  to  think  the  company's  af- 
fairs in  179Z,  to  be  worie  than  in 
1791,  only  by  the  fum  of  276,000/. 
After  having  ilated  that  the  in- 
ternal fituation  of  Bengal  had  not 
fufFered  by  the  w;ir,  ne  obferved 
with  fatisfaftion,  ihat  the  company 
had  been  enabled  to  fupport  a  war 
of  con  fid  "arable  magnitude  by  their 
own  proper  refoiirces,  wiiiiout  call- 
ing on  government  for  aid. 

The  account  which  Mr,  Dundas 
gave  of  the  flourifhlng  ilateof  Ben- 
gal, was  the  principal  point  con- 
troverted by  Mr,  Francis,  who  con- 
tended, that  the  direft  reverfe  of  the 
afferiion  was  the  fa6f.  From  the 
fales  of  land  advertifed  in  the  Cal- 
cutta papers,  he  thought  it  evident, 
that  the  greateft  diftrefs  prevailed 
in  that  part  of  India.  He  likewife 
quoted,  in  proof  of  his  opTnion,  a 
minute  of  Lord  CornwalHs,  dated 
April  28th,  17S9,  in  which  his 
lordfhip  ftated,  that  one-third  of  the 
company's  territory  in  Hindollan 
was  at  that  period  a  jungle  inha- 
bited by  wild  beads. 

It  was  admitted  in  reply,  that 
individual  polfcflbrs  of  land  might 
be  extravagant,  and  wi(h  to  alienate 
their  property,  but  that  this  was  no 
proof  of  general  ddlreis  in  the  coun- 
try. In  anfwer  to  the  argument 
drawn  from  Lord  Cornwallis^'s  mi- 
nute it  was  obferved,  that  thirty  years 
ago,  not  only  one-third,  but  full 
two-thirds  of  the  company's  terri- 
tory were  inhabited  folely  by  wild 
beafts ;  of  late  years,  however,  Ben- 
gal had  been  moft  rapidly  im- 
proving. 


Mr.  Dundas  then  read  feveral 
refolutions,  grounded  on  his  llate- 
ment  of  the  Indian  finances,  which 
pafied  without  oppofition. 

The  bill  for  continuing  the  fink- 
ing fund,  and  providing  a  new  one 
with  every  future  loan,  which  has 
been  already  noticed  •  in  itsprogrefs 
through  the  houfe  of  commons,  was 
not  palled  by  the  lords  till  the  very 
clofc  of  the  fcMion;  and  in  one  of  its 
ftages  encountered  a  very  unexpeded 
and  formidable  oppofition.  The  lord 
chancellor  attacked  it  in  the  fevereft 
language.  It  exhibited,  in  his  opinion, 
a  degree  of  prefumption  and  arro- 
gance, in  diftating  to  future  parlia- 
ments, which,  he  trufted,  the  houfe 
would  never  countenance.  It  was 
nugatory  and  impradicable,  he  faid; 
theinaptnefs  of  the  projedl  was  equal 
to  the  vanity  of  the  attempt :  none 
but  a  novice,  a  fycophant,  a  mere 
reptile,  as  a  minifter,  would  allow 
this  adl  to  prevent  him  from  doing 
what  the  exigency  of  circumftances 
might  require,  according  to  his  ovvn 
jud^^ment.  1  he  principal  claufe, 
which  he  treated  with  much  more 
acrimony  both  of  argument  and 
ridicule,  was  with  difficulty  carried 
againlt  him  in  toe  committee  by 
the  fmall  majority  of  fix. 

The  public  had  not  well  recovered 
the  fuiprize  of  tlus  itra:.ge  fcene, 
when  another  of  the  fame  kind  £oU 
lowed.  A  bill  was  introduced  late  in 
the  feflion,  for  the  encouragement  of 
tlie  growth  of  timber  in  the  New 
ForelL  It  was  founded  on  a  report 
of  the  commiHioners,  who  had  beea 
appointed  to  cake  into  confideratioa 
the  land  revenues  of  the  crown.  In 
the  Houfe  of  Commons,  it  met  with 
only  a  flight  oppofition,  but  was 
warmly  attacked  in  the  Upper  Houfe, 


•  See  above  p.  327. 


particularly 
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particularly  by  the  chancellor.  Kis 
lordfhip  objeded  to  the  time  of  its 
introduction  as  highly  indecent,  and 
to  its  fuppofed  principle  (for  he 
would  not  allow  it  to  have  any  real 
principle)  as,  under  falfe  pretences, 
depriving  the  crown  of  that  landed 
property,  to  which  it  was  entitled 
by  the  conftitutional  law  of  the  coun- 
try. He  conceived  it  to  be  a  point 
of  much  confequence,  that  the  king 
fhouid  have  an  interefl  in  the  land 
of  the  kingdom.  The  foreil  lawS:, 
of  which  he  took  a  view,  he  ad- 
mitted to  be  imperfeft,  but  this  bill 
he  pronounced  to  be  infinitely  more 
pernicious  than  their  defeds.  The 
king  had  been  impofed  upon,  he  faid; 
and  if  their  lordfhips,  the  hereditary 
advifcrs  of  the  crown,  did  not  inter- 
fere againft  thofe  who  had  been  the 
advifers  of  this  meafure,  all  was 
ever.  He  fpoke  with  fo  much  af- 
peritv,  that  lord  Grenville  thought 
it  neccffary,  on  behalf  of  himfelf  and 
thofe  with  whom  he  afted,  to  dif- 
claim  every  intention  of  deluding 
bis  fovereign  on  this  or  any  other 
occafion,  and  to  exprefs  the  greateft 
reverence,  afFedion,  and  gratitude 
to  his  perfon,  as  well  as  conftitu- 
tional  folicitude  for  the  maintenance 
of  his  juft  prerogatives.  The  rwo- 
tion  for  reading  the  bill  was  carried 
by  a  majority  cf  1 8. 

In  a  fubfequent  ftage  cf  the  bu- 
finefs.  Lord  Porchefter  objefted  to 
any  further  proceeding,  until  his 
majefty  fhouid  formally  fignify  his 
afTent  to  the  meafure,  in  which  ob- 
jetlion  he  was  fupported  by  the 
chancellor  and  other  lords. 

Lord  Grenville  afterwards  gave 
the  royal    aflent  officially.     But  as 


a  petition  was  prefented  to  the  Houfe, 
from  the  owners  of  land  in  the  New 
Forell,  complaining,  that  their 
rights  were  materially  affected  by 
the  meafure  before  the  Houfe,  and 
praying  to  be  heard  by  counfel  at 
the  bar,  adminiftration  agreed  to 
give  up  the  bill  for  the  feffion. 

The  defence  of  Mr.  Railings, 
though  the  bulk  of  evidence  adduc- 
ed by  his  counfel  was  fmall  in  pro- 
portion to  the  lengch  of  their  fpeech- 
es,  made  no  very  rapid  progrefs  this 
year.  When  the  prorogation  of  par- 
liament was  generally  expeiSted,  he 
perfonally  addrcfled  the  lords,  de- 
firing  that  he  might  be  allowed 
whatever  time  could  be  fpared,  efpe- 
cially  'for  the  examination  cf  two 
witnefles  (felected,  he  faiu,  out  of  a 
much  larger  nurnber,  whom  in  that 
cafe  he  (liould  forbear  to  call)  on  the 
fecond  article  then  under  the  conli- 
deration  of  the  court ;  but  the  fellion 
was  clofed  before  any  other  day 
could  be  appointed. 

The  new  aflbciation,  under  the 
title  of  the  Friends  of  the  People,  did 
not  outlive  the  feflion  without  {hew- 
ing fome  fymptoms  of  its  early  mor- 
tality. Five  members,  Lord  John 
Ruflell,  Mr.  Baker,  Mr.  Curwcn, 
Mr.  Dudley  North,  and  Mr.  Cour- 
tenay,  withdrew  their  names  on  the 
4th  of  June,  in  confequence  of  what 
they  thought  *  an  improper  con- 
nexion with  fome  of  the  focieties 
affiliated  and  correfpcnding  with  the 
jacobin  club  at  Paris. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  breach  in 
the  adminiftration,  which  had  been 
indicated,  was  at  the  fame  time  fo 
widened,  by  the  recent  tranfaclioris 
in   the  houfe  of  lords,  as  to  have 


*  See  their  letter  in  Psbrctt's  Parliamentary  Regifter  for  17921    Vol.  3s.  p. 
455.  note, 

become 
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become  irreparable.  The  chan- 
cellor had  not  only  inveighed  againlt 
the  favourite  meafure  of  the  pre- 
mier in  a  manner  the  mou  perfon- 
ally  cfFenfive,  and  going  far  beyond 
the  hoftility  uf  the  avowed  oppo- 
lition  in  both  Floufes,  but  he  had  in 
the  other  inllance  publicly  denounc- 
ed all  his  colleagues  as  having  de- 
ceived and  betrayed  their  fovereign. 
Mr.  Pitt,  therefore,  was  faid  to  have 
infifted,  that  either  himfelf  or  lord 
Thurlow  fhould  be  difmifTed  from 
the  king's  fervicc.  The  great  feal 
was  accordingly  demanded  the  very 
day  that  parliament  rofe,  and  put 
into  the  cuilody  of  three  commif- 
fioners,  the  principal  of  whom  was 
chief  baron  Eyre, 

Two  cabinet  ofSces  being  now. 
In  eftedl,  vacant,  the  minifier,  ic  was 
reported,  fignified  an  inclination 
for  a  jundion  with  that  branch  of 
the  oppolition,  which  had  con- 
curred in  the  important  meafure  of 
the  proclamation.  It  was  likcwife 
added,  that,  fcrioully  alarmtd  at  the 
ftate  of  the  nation  and  of  Europe, 
and  anxious  to  combine  all  the  abi- 
lities of  the  country  for  the  general 
fafety,  he  did  not  object  to  in- 
clude Mr  Fox  in  the  arrangement, 
whicli  was  underllood  to  have  been 
particularly  prefied  by  Mr.  Burke, 
who,  fince  the  concert  that  had 
been  eftablifhed  between  government 
and  the  old  leaders  of  the  whig 
party  on  the  fubjeft  of  the  procla- 
mation, was  known  to  have  had 
more  frequent  and  free  intercourfe 
with  the  minillers.  In  confequence 
of  this  overture,  negociations  were 
reprefented  to  have  taken  place,  but 
finally  to  have  proved  abortive,  from 
the  obftacles  to  an  arrangement 
which  were  ilarted  on  the  part  of 
Mr.  Fox,  who  would  only  confent 
to  the  propofcd  union,  on  the    con- 
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dition  that  Mr.  Pitt  (bould  relinquifli 
the  high  fitaation  he  then  held,  to 
be  more  on  a  level  with  him  ia 
office,  while  the  duke  of  Portland, 
or,  at  leali,  fome  neutral  perfon, 
fhould  be  appointed  to  the  trcafury; 
a  condition,  which  was  rejefled  on 
the  part  of  the  minifter. 

The  friends  of  Mr.  Fox,  in  talk- 
ing of  this  unprofperous  ifTue,  af- 
ferted,  that  what  he  had  demanded 
was  no  more  than  was  indifpenlably 
necedary  to  his  confiftency,  as  being 
the  fame  terms  for  which  he  had 
contended  in  the  beginning  of  the 
year  1784:  but  the  friends  of  Mr. 
Pitt  anfwered,  that  he  was  as  much 
entitled  as  Mr.  Fox  could  be,  to 
confult  his  own  charader;  that  ad- 
m.itting  him  to  have  been  wrong 
(which  they  did  not  really  mean  to 
admit)  in  llanding  upon  the  prero- 
gative of  the  crown,  againft  the  fenfe 
of  the  houfe  of  commons,  and  in 
refufing  to  be  bound  by  that  fenfc, 
as  fpeaking  the  true  voice  of  the 
people,  in  17S4.  ;  yet  he  had  then, 
by  a  dilTolunon,  made  a  regular 
appeal  to  the  people,  and  the  de- 
cifion  was  molt  clearly  in  his  favour; 
that  he  had  lately  in  a  ftriking 
manner  fhewn  himfelf  to  retain  the 
public  coniidence  of  the  king,  and 
of  parliament,  including  even  many 
of  the  moft  refpe(^able  members  of 
Mr.  Fox's  party  ;  and  as  to  the  peo- 
ple at  large,  ic  vvas  afked.if  Mr. 
Foy  would  abide  by  the  refult  of  any 
new  appeal  to  them  ;  if  not,  what  was 
the  julHce  or  equity  of  requiring,  that 
Mr.  Pitt  (houlJ  voluntarily  forego 
all  thofe  advantages.  The  former, 
in  reply,  treating  Mr.  Pitt's  pre- 
teniions  with  great  haughtinefs,  ac- 
culed  him  of  inordinate  ambition,  :ir,d 
the  latter  retorted  the  charge,  ob- 
ferving  that  what  Mr.  Fox  meant  by 
his  claim  of  pcrfed  equality,  was,  in 

truth. 
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truth,  for  the  minifler  to  have  afford- 
ed him  a  compleie  ;i  iumph,  by  con- 
feffing  himP^lf  in  the  wrong,  and  by 
humbling  himfelf,  to  have  gratified 
a  perfonal  jealoufy,  which,  if  it  ex- 
ifted  a.t  all,  mud  have  fruftrated  all 
the  falutary  eftects  otherwife  to  have 

}>een  hoped  from  the  projedled  coa- 
ition:  Mr.  Pitt,  they  added,  by 
manifeiling  a  readinefs  to  fhare  with 
his  opponents,  on  terms  not  di(ho- 
nourable  to  either  party,  t'nat  power 
of  which  he  was  in  the  entire  and 
firm  polfeffioii,  gave  the  bed  proof, 
that  he  was  fincere  in  preferring  the 
intereft*  of  his  country  to  any  private 
ends  of  his  own. 

The  temper,  which  was  thus  more 
or  lefs  openly  betrayed  on  both 
fides,  in  the  difcourfes  of  the  different 
partifans,  left  little  room  for  any 
rational  expedation,  that  thefe  two 
great  rival  ftatefmen  could  ever  be 


brought  to  aft  together  in  the  public 
caufe.  Yet  the  merit  which  Mr- 
Fox  had  in  the  eyes  of  many,  for 
having  notorio'jfly  difapproved  the 
firft  formation  of  the  new  fociety, 
made  a  great  majority  of  thofe  who 
did  not  think  like  him  on  French 
affairs,  dill  rcfolved  to  continue  their 
general  connexion  with  him.  It  has 
fince  tranfpircd,»thatnotwithilanding 
the  total  rupture  of  the  negociation, 
a  vacant  blue  ribband  was  offered 
to  the  noble  duke  at  the  head  of  the 
whig  party,  in  the  rnoft  gracious  and 
delicate  manner,  ib  as  not  to  in- 
volve any  obligation  to  the  miniiler; 
but  it  is  faid  to  have  been  refpeft- 
fully  declined,  with  many  dutiful  ac- 
knowledgments of  the  intended  ho- 
nour, until  he  fhould  be  called,  with 
the  full  approbation  of  his  own  judg- 
ment, to  take  a  direft  and  refponfi- 
ble  part  in  the  royal  councils. 


CHAP. 


XV. 


Affairs  of  Poland  refumed.  Intereji  taken  in  them  here.  Siibfcriptions. 
Answer  of  the  diet  of'  Poland  to  the  Rujjian  declaration.  Addrefs  from 
the  king  and  diet  to  the  nation.  Application  for  ajjijiance  made  to  the 
court  of  Berlin.  Refufal  of  Frederick  William.  Similar  application  to 
the  court  of  Vienna.  Rejected.  Plan  of  the  RuJJian  artnies.  Prince 
Poniato-vofki  jlationed in  the  Ukraine.  His  army  augmented  by  2,000  men, 
'who  go  on; er  from  the  oppofete  party  nvith  all  their  cannon.  Rujfians  pe- 
netrate the  Polijh  territory.  Aciion  near  Municze,  in  'whith  300  Poles 
defeated  2,000  of  the  enemy.  Prince  Poniato-ivfi  falls  hack  to  Lubar, 
General  Kochon.vf:i  follonvs.  Engagement  near  OJlropol.  The  Poles  con- 
tinue  their  retreat.  Accident  near  Borufzko^wce,  'which  expofes  t-voo  bat- 
talions to  a  feu  ere  fire  of  the  enemy.  Arrived  at  Zielime.  Prince  Ponia- 
to'wjki  is  reinforced,  and  halts  to  give  the  Rujfians  battle.  A£iion  in 
•which  he  defeats  the  enemy .  Retires  to  Zarlaiv,  and  from  'thence  to 
Ofirog  and  Dubno.  Takes  a  favourable  po/ition  on  the  river  Bug,  nvhere 
a  divilion  of  the  army  under  general  Kofiujko,  amounting  to  5;000,  gal- 
lantly nuithfiands  the  attack  of  17,000  Rujfians.  Progrefs  of  the  enemy 
in  Lithuania.  Polijh  troops  inferior.  Battle  betiveen  Mire  and 
Svjierzna,  in  nuhich  the  Poles  are  defeated.  Retreat  tonxjards  Warfavj, 
A  camp  near  the  capital  propofed.  Confederation  at  Targoivitz,  on  the 
entrance  of  the  Rujfians  into  the  Ukraine,  Stanijlaui  Augujtus  forced  tQ  ac- 
6  tede 
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cede  to  this  confederation.  Military  operations  ceafe.  The  Emprefs  excites 
the  kivg  ofSnveden  to  an  hoftile  expedition  againji  France.  Outline  of  the 
projeSltd  enterprixe.  King  of  Svjedsn  goes  to  Aix  la-Chapelle.  King  of 
PruJJia  and  Emperor  difapprove  of  his  plan.  Spain  inclined  to  recede 
from  her  engagements  'uiith  SiKieden,  and  to  culti-vate  peace  nvith  France. 
Giijlwvus  pcrfifls  in  his  enterprize.  Co/ivenes  a  diet.  Its  tranquillity 
and  loyalty.  The  nobility  incenfed.  Confpiracy  againft  the  king' s  life. 
He  is  eJJ'affnated  at  a  mafqusrade.  Difcovety  of  the  confpirators.  Guf- 
tavus  langiiijhes  under  his  nvound  for  feveral  days.  Expires.  Pre- 
<vious  to  his  death,  pardons  all  the  confpirators  except  the  ajfajjin,  njjhom 
he  is  perfuaded  -xvith  difficulty  not  to  pardon.  H:s  character.  Interference 
of  S-zveden  in  the  afairs  of  France  gi'ven  up.  jfoy  of  the  French  nation 
on  the  declaration  of  tear.  Counter  proclamation  cf  the  court  of  BrvJJels. 
M.  Blumendorff  deli-jers  in  a  note  rclati've  to  the  German  princes.  A^ual 
hojlilities  againji  the  empire,  by  ftizing  the  bijhopric  of  BafJ.  Hojlile  de- 
figns  againft  Liege.  Plan  of  the  campaign  long  pre-vious  to  the  declaration  of 
nvar.  M.  Nar bonne  refers  one  offered  by  Dumourier.  His  fuccfjfor  M.  de 
Gra.'ve  accepts  it.  Plan  of  the  ca?npaign.  Attack  on  Tournay.  Flight 
of  the  FreiKb.  Majfacre  of  Aujiriun  prifoners  at  Life,  and  of  general 
Dillon.  Expedition  againji  Mons.  Its  complete  failure.  Rapid  march  of 
La  Fayette's  army  to  Civet.  His  ina^i-vity  there.  Marfpal  Rochambeau 
refgns  in  difgnfi.  La  Fayette  n.vijhes  to  fucceed  him,  and  is '  difappointed. 
Second  plan  of  a  campaign  by  Dumzurier^  The  three  generals  confer  at 
Valenciennes.  Application  of  M.  La:  Fayette  to  the  minifer  of  nvar  for 
more  troops.  Paper  n^jar  betiveen  him  and  M.  Roland.  M.  Gouvicn  de- 
feated at  Fhrcnnes.  La  Fayette's  army  mo-uzs  towards  Maubeuge.  Second 
defeat  and  death  of  M.  Gowvion.  M.  Luckner  }no~ues  toiuards  Flanders. 
Captures  Menin  and  Court  ray.  Sends  to  Paris  for  reinforcements.  Eva- 
cuates Coiirtray.  Suburbs  of  that  city  burnt  by  M.  farry.  Total  retreat 
of  M.  Luckner.  M.  Dumourier  having  refgned,  is  appointed  to  the  com- 
mand of  the  camp  at  Maulde.  Change  of  poftion  in  the  armies  of  Luck- 
ner and  La  Fayette.  Mallet  du  Pan  fent'  by  the  king  cf  France  nxjith  a 
meffage  to  the  Emperor  and  king  of  PruJJia.  Impolitic  conduB  of  the  nenxj 
fovereign  in  the  hetherlands.  His  coronation,  as  king  of  Hungary,  at  Buda. 
AffeSlion  cf  the  Hungarians.  Coronation  of  the  Empercr  at  Franckfort. 
Counter  declaration  of  the  court  of  Vienna.  Declaration  of  the  kingof  Prujjta 
againji  France.  War  propojed  to  the  diet,  but  not  "vcted.  Affembling  of 
the  Prujjian  troops  in  the  Brij'gaiu  and  elc£iorate  of  Treves.  Au/lrian  army 
in  the  Netherlands  reinforced.  Surprifes  and  entrenches.  Bavay.  Retires. 
Intervienv  of  the  Emperor  and  king  of  PruJJia  at  Mentz.  Manifejloes  of 
the  duke  of  Bruyij'hmck.  Manifefto  of  the  combined  fo-vereigns.  Situation 
cf  the  French  princes,  ivith  the  emigrants  under  them.  Declaration  of  the 
French  princes.     Conchfon. 

DURING  the  period  of  the  Poland,  which  feemed  rapldl/ ap- 

recefs,  a  very  general  atten-  prbaching  to  a  final  crilis.  Subicrip- 

tion  and  intereft  was  excited  in  the  tions  were  fet  on  foot  for  the  pur- 

Engli(l>    nation   bv  the  affairs    of  pofe  of  affording  afliftance  to  the 

■     '  ?oles. 


3S4]      ANNUAL    REGISTER,  1792. 


Poles,  in  their  efforts  to  afTert  and 
maintain  their  independence;  and 
thefe  iubfcriptions  were  promoted 
with  equal  earneltnels,  by  perfons 
v/ho  decidedly  differed  in  their  po- 
litical opinions.  Thofe  who  had  ma- 
nifeited  their  diflike  of  the  proceed- 
ings in  France,  wifhed  to  prove,  by 
their  liberality  on  this  occafion,  that 
they  were  not  in  the  leall  adverfe  to 
the  principles  of  juft  aad  well  regu- 
lated freedom,  while  thofe  who  held 
up  the  French  revolution  toapplaufe 
and  imitation,  though  they  conlider- 
cd  that  of  Poland  as  by  no  means 
perfedl,  gave  it  their  fanflion  and  fup- 
port,  as  being  a  Hep  made  by  that 
country  in  its  "  progrefs  towards  * 
*'  general  liberty."  But  this  intend- 
ed fuccour  was  rendered  ufelefs  by 
the  fpeedy  termination  of  the  ftrug- 
gle  which  the  Poles  ineffedually  en- 
deavoured to  fullain  againft  the  fu- 
perior  ftrength  of  Ruffia,  and  of  which 
a  fhort  account  remains  to  be  given, 
before  we  turn  our  view  again  to 
the  more  interefting  affairs  of  the 
South. 

Although  the  f  Ruffian  decla- 
ration which  has  been  mentioned  in 
the  former  partof  this  hiltory,  could 
not  be  received  by  the  diet  without 
emotion,  a  calm  and  difpaffionate 
anfwer  to  it  was  given,  which,  while 
it  breathed  the  moll  refpedful  lan- 
guage towards  the  emprefs  (terming 
her  not  only  a  wife  and  magnani- 
mous, but  an  enlightened  and  patri- 
otic fovereign)expreffed  a  determin- 
ed refolution  to  fupport  with  arms 
the  conftitution  recently  eilablifhed. 
The  revolution  was  warmly  de- 
fended againft  the  foul  afperfions 
caft  upon  it,  and  afferted  on  llrong 
grounds  to  have  been  ilridly  con- 
ibnant  with  the  wifhes  of  the  people 


fairly  and  fully  declared.  Nor  were 
the  other  cauft-s  of  offence,  enu- 
merated in  the  declaration,  allowed 
to  afford  any  thing  like  rational 
proofs  of  a  holHle  difpolition  in 
Poland  towards  the  emprefs.  The 
order  for  the  evacuation  of  the 
country  by  the  Ruffian  troops  in 
1789,  thefeizure  and  condemnation 
of  perfons,  who  were  fubjefls  of  the 
emprefs,  and  the  arrell  of  the  abbot 
of  Sluck,  were  maintained  to  have 
been  unavoidable  meafures  on  the 
part  of  Poland  at  a  moll  alarming 
crifis,  when  Ruffians  of  different 
denominations  were  aftively  em- 
ployed in  exciting  infurreftions 
among  the  Polifh  peafantry.  The 
violation,  indeed,  of  the  Greek  cha- 
pel in  the  fuburbs  of  Warfaw  was 
acknowledged,  at  the  fame  time  that 
it  was  imputed  to  the  inadvertence 
of  an  officer  and  fome  idle  foldiers, 
who  had  been  feverely  punifhed  for 
their  mifcondud.  But  fo  far  were 
the  negociations  at  Conilantinople 
from  being  confidered  as  juft  caufes 
of  complaint,  that  they  were  rather 
alledged  to  have  been  real  proofs 
of  regard  towards  Ruffia,  as  they 
evinced  the  unwillingnefs  of  the 
republic  to  embrace  the  hoftile 
plans  of  the  Ottoman  miniltry. 
The,  mifreprefentations,  however, 
which  ran  through  the  whole  com- 
pofition,  were  not  imputed  to  the 
emprefs  herfelf,  but  treated  as 
folely  originating  in  the  malevo- 
lence of  a  few  Polifh  emigrants, 
who  were  fald  to  have  impofed  a 
falfe  ftatement  on  her  imperial 
majefty. 

An  addrefs  from  the  king  and 
diet  to  the  Polilh  nation  was  at  the 
fame  time  prepared  and  made  pub- 
lic, which    loudly  proclaimed   the 
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infult  ofFercd  by  Ruffia,  and  after 
animating  to  refillance  in  the  moll 
energetic  language,  concluded  with 
the  following  fervent  petition  to 
heaven:  "  Thou  God  of  armies, 
•*  God  of  our  forefathers,  who  fee'l 
"  the  innocence  and  jullice  of  our 
*'  caufe,  who  knoweft  the  purity  of 
"  our  intentions,  infufe  and  main- 
"  tain  the  fpirit  of  union  and  con- 
"  cord  in  the  Polilh  nation ;  grant 
*'  faccefs  to  thofe  arms,  the  objesfl 
"  of  which  is  not  to  fhed  blood  for 
*<  the  fake  of  ambition,  of  unjufl 
«  fpoil,  or  dominion  over  others, 
"  but  folely  to  defend  our  national 
*'  laws  and  liberty,  to  defend  that 
"  country,  which  thy  almighty 
*'  power  has  fo  often  protcdled,  and 
"  which  even  now  thou  haft  refcued 
, "  from  the  brink  of  deftrudlion,  by 
**  the  fpirit  of  thy  wildom  and 
**  counfels.  A  faithful  king  and 
"  nation  implore  thy  affiflance,  and 
"  will  praife,  in  hymns  of  gratitude, 
*'  thy  providence  and  mercy." 

But  of  human  means,  it  was  not 
to  the  internal  itrength  of  Poland 
alone  that  Staniflaus  Auguftus  trufted 
on  this  trying  occafion.  Pall  experi- 
ence had  taught  him  the  weaknefs  of 
fuch  a  truft.  On  the  alliance  of  the 
neighbouring  potentates  his  hope  of 
effedual  refillance  feems  principally 
to  have  been  founded.  His  firll  aad 
moft  preiTmg  application  was  made 
to  the  court  of  Berlin.  PrufTia,  in 
the  year  1790,  had  entered  into  a 
treaty  of  defenfive  alliance  with 
Poland,  in  which  each  of  the  con- 
trading  parties  mutually  llipulated 
to  affiil  the  other,  in  cafe  of  an  attack, 
with  a  powerful  force,  andifne- 
ceflary  with  all  her  troops.  Not- 
withftanding  this  apparently  conclu- 
five   engagement,  Frederick  Wil- 


liani  refufed  to  comply  with  the 
requell  made  to  him,  obferving,  that 
fince  the  year  of  his  alliance  with 
Poland,  the  (late  of  t!;i?^gs  was  en- 
tirely changed  ;  and  that  as  the  dif- 
plcafure  of  Rufiia  had  been  jullly 
incurred  by  the  eitablilhment  of  the 
new  conilitution,  an  event  which 
took  place  at  a  period  pollerior  to 
his  treaty,  cxilling  circumllances 
were  not  applicable  to  the  ftipu- 
latioRs,  by  which  he  held  himfelf 
bound.  Inflead  therefore  of  fend- 
ing an  army  to  the  affiftance  of  the 
republic,  he  gave  her  m.uch  cool 
advice ;  and  propofed,  on  the  con- 
dition of  her  retracing  the  rafli  fteps 
which  fhe  had  taken,  to  negociate 
with  the  Emprefs  in  her  favour. 
The  motives  which  feem  to  have 
direded  the  policy  of  the  Prufiiaa 
monarch  on  this  cccafion  *,  we  have 
already  hinted. 

A  fimilar  application  was  made 
to  the  court  of  Vienna,  and,  as  might 
have  been  expeded  from  the  fuua- 
tion  in  which  the  houfe  of  Auflria 
Hood  with  refpeiSl  to  France,  with 
fimilar  ill  fuccefs.  Inllead  of  grant- 
ing the  aid  requelled  of  him,  the 
king  of  Hungary  declined  all  in- 
terference, recommending  the  re- 
lloration  of  the  old  conilitution  as 
the  furell  means  of  averting  the 
miferies  with  which  the  republic 
was  threatened. 

Immediately  on  the  delivery  of 
the  Emprefs's  declaration  to  the 
diet,  her  armies  invaded  the  Polifh 
territory.  The  plan  of  the  Ruffians 
feems  to  have  been,  to  enter  the 
kingdom  in  different  diredlions  on 
the  fides  of  Lithuania  and  the 
Ukraine,  and  to  prefs  forwards  from 
both  fides  towards  the  capital. 

To  difpute  the  entrance  of  the 


P.  61. 


Vol.  XXXIV. 


[Bi] 


enemy 


i861     ANNUAL    REGISTER,    1792. 


May  27th. 


enemy  into    the    Ukraine,   prince 
PoniatO\vflci    had    prcviouily    been 
Hationed  in  that  quarter.    His  army 
•was    unexpedtedly    augmented  by 
the   ar.ival   of  2,000  men,  chiefly 
CofTacks,  who  iiad   been  embodied 
by  count  Siznefa   Potocki   for  the 
Rullian  fervicef  but  who  went  over 
to  prince  Foniatowfki,  with  all  their 
cannon,  amounting  to  about  thirty 
pieces.     In  fpite,  however,   of  the 
exertions  made  to  colle*^  a  force  of 
fuincient  magnitude    to   oppofe  fo 
formidable  an  enemy,  and  of  the 
difficulties    which     the    emigrated 
nobles  found  in  drawing  over  their 
countrymen  to  their  party,  the  Ruf- 
fians met  with  but  little  refiftance 
in    penetrating    the   Polifh   terri- 
tory. 

The  firfl;  a£tion  of  any 
importance,     that    oc- 
curred, was  fought  near  Winnicze, 
where  prince  Foniatowfki  was  at  the 
time  encamped,  which,  although  a 
mere  affair  of  poiis,  appeared  highly 
creditable  to  the  Polilli  arms.     An 
officer  of  the  national  cavalry,  whofe 
name  was  Golciowfki,  having  occu- 
pied an  outpoft  with  only  300  men, 
■was   fuddenly   attacked  by    2,000 
Ruffians.    He  inftantly  returned  the 
fire,  and  then  charging  them  fword 
in   hand,  with  an  impetuofity  which 
they   were    unable    to  refill,  com- 
pletely broI:c  their  ranks.     A  ge- 
neral   adtion  enfued,    which  lalted 
about  two  hours  and  a  half,  when 
Golciowfki  remained  mailer  of  the 
field.     The   lofs  on  the  Polifh  fide, 
was  faid  to  have  been  only  30  killed 
and  24  wounded,  while  that  of  the 
Ruffians  was  ellimated  at  full  300 
,  left  dead  upon  the  fpot. 

The  enemy,  notv/itflanding  this 
little  check,  having  ultimately  made 
jrood  their  ground,  and  obtained 
pofiellion  of  fome  important  polls. 


compelled  prince  Foniatowfki  to 
fall  back  to  Lubar.  General  Ro- 
chowfki,theEmprefs's  principal  ge- 
neral in  this  dillricl,  immediately 
pufhed  forwards,  apparently  with 
the  dcfign  of  giving  him  battle,  or 
of  cutting  off  his  retreat  to  the  ca- 
pital. It  was  not  long  before  a 
part  of  the  adverfe  armies  met.  A 
column  or  two  of  Ruf-    t  ^, 

iians  appearingin  iight,    •'  ^ 

prince  Foniatowfki    difpatched  ge- 
neral Wielhorlki  to  reconnoitre  a- 
long  the  river  Slucz,   towards  Of- 
tropol.    The  prince  himfelf  follov/- 
ed ;  and  found  Wielhorfki  already 
engaged  with  the  enemy.      Falling 
without  delay  on  the  flank  of  the 
Ruilians,  he  quickly  obliged  them 
to  retreat ;  but   after  having  taken 
a  view  of  Rochowfki's  whole   force, 
near  Oftropol,  he  inllanily  returned, 
ordered  his  camp  to  be  ilruckv  and 
commenced  his  march  from  Lubar 
at  four  o'clock  the  fubfequent  morn- 
ing, retreating  ftill  further  from  the 
frontiers.     A  body  of  the   enemy, 
amounting  to  about    4,000,  conti- 
nually harraffed  his  rear;  but  little 
material  lofs  was  received,  until  he 
reached    Borufzkosvee,    where    an 
unlucky  accident  occurred.    While 
the    troops   were    paffing    over    a 
bridge  made   of  wood,   the  timber 
unfortunately    gave   way   with  the 
weight  of  the  cavalry,  which  threw 
them  into  fome  confufion,  as  well  as 
retarded  their  progrefs.    The  main 
force  of  the   Ruffians  coming  up  aC 
this    moment,    foon    brought  their 
cannon  to  play   upon  a  dam,  over 
wliich  the  Poles  attempted   to  pafs 
after  the  deflruftion  of  the  bridge. 
Two  whole  battalions  thus  became 
expofed    to  a   furious    attack,   and 
loll,  after  a  brave  refiftance,  about 
250  men.     The   remainder  having 
funk    dieir   cannon,    threw   them- 

iclves 
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(elves  Into  the  river,  and  fwam  over. 
Prince  Poniatowfki  continued  re- 
treating, till  he  arrived  at  Zielime, 
where,  having  received  feme  rein- 
forcements, he  halted,  with  the  re- 
folution  of  rifking  an  engagement. 
The  Rufiians  appearing,  an  aftion 
immediately  took  place,  which  lafted 
from  feven  in  the  morning  till  five 
in  the  evening,  when  the  prince 
compelled  them  to  retreat ;  and 
after  having  refled  two  hours  on  the 
field  of  battle,  purfued  his  march, 
and  encamped  at  Zaflaw.  His 
lofs  in  this  engagement  was  efti- 
mated  at  800  infantry  and  300  ca- 
valry ;  that  of  the  Ruffians  at  about 
4,000  men.  After  a  (hort  flay  of 
a  few  days  at  Zaflaw,  he  retreated 
to  Oftrog,  and  from  thence  towards 
Dubno,  frequently  fkirmifhing  with 
the  enemy,  who  kept  clofe  at  his 
heels.  Continuing  his  retrograde 
motion,  he  then  took  a  favourable 
pofition  on  the  river  Bug,  not  far 
from  Dubienca  and  Wladowa.  While 

T  ,  01  thearmy  was  thus  poited, 
Tilly  1 8th.  ^^  ■' ,  J    I 

**     ■'  an  attack  was  made  by 

1 7000  RufTianSjOn  general  Kofciufko, 
who  had  with  him  a  divifion  of  only 
5,000  Poles  Ilrongly  intrenched. 
Kofciufko  received  them  in  the  mofl 
gallant  manner;  and  for  a  confi- 
dcrable  time  bore  the  whole  fury 
of  the  attack,  without  quitting  his 
pofition.  The  Ruffian  cavalry  at 
length  making  a  circuit  round,  took 
him  in  the  rear,  and  obliged  iiim  to 
retreat.  The  lofs  of  the  enemy 
was  very  great,  amounting  to  about 
4,000  men,  among  whom  were  fe- 
veral  ofHcers  of  diflinftion.  This 
was  the  lafl  engagement  which  took 
place  between  the  Polifh  and  Ruf- 
fian armies  in  that  quarter. 

In  Lithuania,  the  progrefs  of  the 
Ruffians  was  equally  rapid,  if  not 
more  fo.     After  crolfing  the  river 


Dwina,  a  confiderable  body  of  them 
marched  to  Wilna,  and  took  pof- 
feffion  of  that  town  without  the 
leall  oppofition.  The  Polifh  army 
in  this  quarter,  feemed  lefs  able  to 
corvtend  with  the  formidable  forces 
of  the  Emprefs,  than  that  in  the 
Ukraine.  The  only  engagement  of 
any  importance,  which  occurred  in 
Lithuania,  was  one  that  took  place 
between  Mire  and  Swierzna,  on 
the  loth  of  June,  when  the  P-blifh 
army  was  vigorouHy  attacked,  but 
with  little  fuccefs,  by  the  enemy, 
who,  after  a  conflict  of  fome  hours, 
, retreated  with  the  lofs  of  150  men. 
A  heavy  fall  of  rain  prevented  the 
Poles  from  purfuing  them  in  their 
retreat.  On  the  fubfequent  day, 
both  armies  met.  A  warm  a6lion 
fucceeded.  The  Polifh  cavalry, 
however,  terrified  by  the  bombs 
which  fhowered  around  them,  firfl 
gave  way,  while  the  infantry  fup- 
ported  a  very  heavy  and  incefianc 
lire  with  great  bravery.  The  Ruf- 
fians, difpatching  a  body  of  troops 
over  a  river,  took  them  in  flank, 
and  at  length  terminated  the  con- 
tell.  Retiring  from  the  field  of 
battle,  the  Poles  fell  back  to  Nief- 
wiez,  and  from  thence  to  Grodno, 
Nicfwiez  was  afterwards  taken.  No 
further  refiftancefcems  to  have  been 
made;  but  as  the  Rufiians  ad- 
vanced, the  Poles,  incapable  of  fac- 
ing them,  retreated  towards  War* 
faw.  A  plan  was  projected  of  form- 
ing a  camp  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  the  capital,  to  defend  it  to  the 
lafl  extremity  ;■  but  little  progrefs 
was  made  in  it,  except  the  encamp- 
ing of  the  royal  guards,  and  a  few 
other  troops  on  the  oppofite  bank 
of  the  Viltula,  before  alt  military 
operations  ceafed. 

On  the  entrance  of  the  Ruffians 
into  the  Ukraine,  a  confederation, 

[Bi']  2  in 
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inoppofilion  to  thenew  conftituticn,     ceeded;  the   Emprefs's  troops  en 


was  formed  at  Targowitz,  by  the 
Polifli  nobilivy  in  the  intereft  of  the 
Emprefs.  The  aft  of  this  confeder- 
ation, annulling  all  the  proceedings 
of  the  diet  on  the  celebrated  3d  of 


camped  near  the  fuburb  of  Warfaw, 
and  the  command  of  the  Polifh 
army  was  configaed  to  a  Ruffian  ge- 
neral. 

Long  before  her  invafion  of  Po- 


May,  was  made  public,  and  propa-  land,  we  have  *  feen  that  Catherine 
gated  by  the  Ruffians;  whofe  argu-  had  marked,  with  an  attentive  eye, 
rnents  cculd  not  well  fail  of  pro-  the  progrefs  of  the  French  revo- 
duciug  conviftion,  as  they  gave  the  lution  ;  and  had  ftimulated  the  king 
paper  for  fionature  with  one  hand,  of  Sweden  to  take  an  open  part 
while  they  held  the  fword  in  the  againft  it.  Guftavus,  who  pofiefled 
other.  To  fuch  a  confederation,  the  moH  unbounded  ardor  for  mili- 
when  all  hope  of  military  fuccefs  tary  glory,  and  felt  a  real  com  mi- 
had  vanifhed,  when  the  troops  of  feration  at  the  fate  of  the  unhappy 
the  republic,  few  in  number,  and  Louis,  entered  with  avidity  into 
even  thofe  few  ill  fupplied  with  the  fcheme.  Early  in  the  fummer  of 
arms  and  provifion?,  were  unable  1791,  fome  plan  of  this  defcription 
to  withftand  their  adverfaries,  when  feems  to  have  been  devifcd  between 
the  Ruffian  armies  were  within  three  the  two  monarchs,  but  was  poft- 
marches  of  the  capital,  and  when  poned  for  further  confideration,  and 
the  courts  of  Berlin  and  Vienna,  lo  probably  from  a  hope  of  additional 


far  from  fupporting  a  tottering 
caufe,  feemcd  rather  difpofed  to  arm 
againrt  it,  was  the  unhappy  Sta- 
niflaus  Auguftus  at  laft  compelled 
to  accede.  Having  received  a  dif- 
patch  from  the  Emprefs,  in  which 


affiftance,  during  the  remainder  of 
the  year.  Spain  however  was  faid. 
to  have  been  confidered  in  the  firft 
inflance,  as  a  party  to  the  projeft^ 
The  following  f  has  been  given  as 
the  outline  of  the  plan.     Guftavus 


this  mortifying  ftep  was  infifted  upon  at  the  head  of  fix-and-thirty  thou- 

as  the  only  expedient  to  prevent  a  new  fand  Swedes  and  Ruffians,  was  to 

partition,  he  immediately  convened  have  landed   as  near  as  poffible  to 

J       a  meeting  of  his  mi-  Paris,  for  the  puvpofe  of  marching 

July  23a.      nifters,  fubmitting  him-  direftly  to  that  capital,  and  of  thus 

felf  wholly  to  their  direftion.   They  creating  a  diverfion,  while  the  main 

advifed  him,  how  ungrateful  foever  armies  of  the  other  powers  in  al- 

it  might  be,  to   comply  with  the  liance  penetrated  the  French  fron- 


Emprefs's  wifhes.  The  king's  ac 
ccffion  to  the  confedei  ation  of  Tar- 
gowitz,  was  followed  by  that  cf  the 
dnftrifts  of  Warfaw,  and  the  other 
diftrifts  of  the  kingdom.  As  foon 
as  the  roval  refoiution  was  fignified 
to  M.  Bulgakow  (who  notwith- 
ftanding  the  commencement  of  hof- 
tilities  had  ftill  continued  at  War- 
faw)   an    armiftice    inftantly    fuc- 


tiers ;  or  at  leaft  with  the  defign 
of  feizing  fome  refpediable  fea-port, 
and  of  waiting  there  the  iflue  of  a 
negcciaiion,  which  was  to  be  fet 
on  foot  with  the  leaders  of  the 
French  revolution.  Befides  the  co- 
operation of  her  troops,  Spain  was 
expefted  to  furnlfh,  for  the  ex- 
pences  of  the  expedition,  fifteen  mil- 
lions of  livres  Tournois. 


Scfabo^f,  page  57, 


•\  Bcuillc's  Alemoirs,  page  393. 
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To  coIle<5l  information  for  this 
enterprize,  the  Swedilh  monarch 
vifited  Aix  -  la-  Chapelle  in  the 
month  of  July,  where  he  converfed 
with  the  marquis  de  Bouille  on  the 
fubjed,  and  fpared  no  pains  to  pro- 
cure materials  for  the  improvement 
of  his  projed,  which  he  propofed  to 
execute  in  thefubfequent  fpring. 

When  the  interview  took  place 
at  Piinitz,  between  the  Emperor 
and  king  of  Prullia,  the  pian  of 
Guftavus  was  laid  before  thofe  mo- 
narchs  by  the  marquis  de  Bouille. 
It  was  far,  however,  from  being  fa- 
vourably received.  The  king  of 
PrufTia  betrayed  evident  llgns  of 
diredldifapprobation,  and  the  views 
of  Leopold  were  too  pacific  to  adopt 
fo  bold  and  hoftilea  meafure. 

Shortly  after  this  period,  the  ac- 
ceptance of  the  conllitution  by  the 
king  of  France  appeared  to  give  a 
new  turn  to  the  affairs  of  that 
country.  Spain  began  to  recede 
from  her  original  promifes  of  af- 
fiftance ;  and  became  principally  ftu- 
dious  of  the  preiervation  of  peace. 

Ift  fpite,  however,  of  every  ob- 
ftacle,  Gultavus  perfevcred  in  his 
defign;  but  before  his  intended  de- 
parture from  his  kingdom  convened 
a  diet,  for  the  purpofe  of  re-eftablilh- 
ing  a  more  perfeft  order  in  his  fi- 
nances, which  had  been  deranged  by 
the  late  war.  The  diet  afiem  bled;  and 
after  having  proceeded  in  the  bufi- 
nefs  of  its  meeting  with  the  utmoll 
tranquillity,  pafling  many  refolutions 
P  1  that  flrengthened  the  roy- 

^'  al  prerogative,  peaceably 

' -'   *      terminated  its  fittings. 

The  moment  for  his  embarking 
on  his  long  projedled  enterprize 
feemed  now  fall  approaching,  and 


every  domeftic  arrangement,  pre- 
vious to  his  departure,  was  finally 
adjufted,  when  an  unexpefted  ca- 
tartrophe  occurred,  which  cut  him 
off  in  the  midft  of  his  dreams  of 
glory,  and  hurried  him  to  an  un- 
timely grave.  Among  the  order 
of  the  nobility,  in  confequence  of 
the  recent  revolution,  he  had  many 
daring  and  inveterate  enemies,  who 
fecretly  widied  for  an  opportunity 
to  revenge  themfelvcs  on  their  too 
popular  fovereign.  The  diet,  which 
had  lately  met,  by  its  firm  and  full 
adherence  to  the  royal  caufe,  con- 
tributed to  augment  the  hatred  of 
his  enemies,  and  roufe  them  to  fome 
immediate  and  defperate  aft  of  ven- 
geance. A  perfon  named  Anker- 
ftrom,  who  was  a  gentleman  by 
birth,  and  had  been  an  officer  ir» 
the  guards,  oftered  himfelf  as  a 
ready  inllrument  for  their  bloody 
purpofe.  Exclufive  of  what  he 
termed  public  motives  for  his  con- 
dudl,  this  man  profefied  to  feel  a 
private  and  perfonal  refentment  a- 
gainft  the  king*,  on  account  of  a 
former  proftcution  for  high  treafon. 
The  confpirators,  among  whom  were 
fome  perfons  of  high  rank,  formed 
feveral  proje£ls  to  effed  this  defign, 
and  made  feveral  attempts  without 
fuccefs.  Sufpicions  of  fome  lurk- 
ing treafon  began  to  be  entertained ; 
reports  of  plots  and  confpiracies 
alarmed  the  public  mind  ;  and  the 
king  was  perpetually  cautioned  by 
his  triends  not  unneceffarily  to  ex- 
pofe  his  perfon.  To  every  requeil 
of  this  kind  he  unfortunately  turned 
a  deaf  ear,  remarking,  "  that  were 
"  he  to  liilen  to  every  idle  rumour 
"  of  plots,  he  fhculd  be  afraid  of 
"  drinking  even  a  glafs  of  water." 


*  He  had  been  convifled  ami  fentervced  to  20  years  imprifonment  5  but  had 
aftcrwai'ds  been  panloned, 

[^^]  3  On 
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On  the  1 6th  of  March,  while 
flipping  with  fome  perfons  of  his 
houfehold,  before  he  went  to  a  maf- 
querade  at  the  opera  houfe,  he  re- 
ceived an  anonymous  letter,  which 
although  written  in  hoftile  language, 
ndvifed  him  not  to  attend  the  maf- 
querade  that  evening,  as  a  confpi- 
racy  was  formed  for  his  affaffina- 
tion.  Always  confident  and  in- 
trepid, he  fhewed  the  letter  to  fome 
of  his  friends  then  prefent,  treated 
its  contents  with  ridicule,  and  per- 
fifted,  in  fpite  of  their  earnell  en- 
treaties to  the  contrary,  in  his  ori- 
ginal intention  of  vifiting  the  opera 
houfe.  He  accordingly  proceeded 
to  the  fatal  fpot,  entering  the  room, 
arm  in  arm  with  the  baron  de 
E  tfen,  his  mafter  of  the  horfe  ;  but 
had  fcarcely  taken  two  or  three 
turns  there,  before  he  fuddenly 
found  himfelf  furrounded  by  a  crowd 
violently  prefling  upon  him,  and 
was  fhot  by  a  perfon  behind  him 
in  the  left  fide.  A  cry  of  fire  was 
inflantly  raifed  ;  and  the  confufion 
in  the  aflembly  became  indefcri- 
bable.  Guftavus  was  not  killed  on 
the  fpot ;  but,  falling  on  a  bench 
near  him,  immediately  called  out 
for  all  the  doors  to  be  ihut,  and 
every  perfon  to  be  unmafked.  He 
was  afterwards  led  into  an  adjoining 
apartment.  On  the  floor  of  the 
room  were  found  a  piftol,  and  dag- 
ger, or  rather  a  knife  of  a  pecu- 
liar conftrudlion  ;  both  of  which 
the  afiafTm  was  fuppofed  to  have 
dropt,  after  the  perpetration  of  the 
horrid  deed.  Every  p°rfon,  as  he 
left  the  room,  was  compelled  to 
unmafk,  and  give  in  his  name.  An- 
kerlirom  was  the  lalt  perfon  who 
left  it;  yet  he  left  it  vvitho"ut  a  dii- 
covery.      He  afterwards  confefl'ed 


that  he  had  intended  to  have  dif- 
patched  the  king,  after  the  dif- 
charge  of  the  piilol,  with  his  dag- 
ger ;  but  his  hand  trembling,  as  he 
raifed  it,  he  involuntarily  dropt  it 
on  the  floor. 

On  the  follov;tng  morning  the 
arms  which  had  been  found  were 
fubmitted  to  public  examination, 
and  were  recognized  by  a  gunfmith 
and  cutler  of  the  city  ;  the  former 
depofing  that  he  had  repaired  the 
identical  piliol  for  captain  Anker- 
itrom,  and  the  latter,  that  he  had 
made  the  dagger  at  the  requeft  of 
the  fame  perfon.  The  affaiTin  was  in 
confequence  immediately  arrefted ; 
and  confefled  the  crime  without  he- 
fitation,  glorying  in  the  bloody  deed. 
At  nrlt  indeed  he  denied  his  having 
any  accomplices ;  but  afterwards 
made  a  full  recital  of  the  plot, 
giving  in  the  names  of  the  feveral 
confpirators,  among  whom  was  the 
author  of  the  anonymous  letter,  M, 
de  Liljehorn,  a  lieutenant  colonel 
in  the  guards,  and  a  man  brought  up 
and  fupported  by  the  very  prince, 
againft  whofe  life  he  had  confpired. 
The  perfons  taken  into  cuftody  on 
this  occafion,  befides  lieutenant  co- 
lonel Liljehorn,  were  count  Horn, 
count  Ribbing,  baron  Ehrenfw'ard, 
baron  Bjelike,  baron  Pechlin,  uvo 
brothers  by  the  name  of  Engeftrom, 
the  one  counfellor  of  chancery,  the 
other  the  royal  fecretary,  and  major 
Hartmanfdorf.  Baron  Bjelike  pre- 
vious to  his  arrefi;  had  taken  poifon, 
and  fhortly  after  expired.  The  king 
himfelf  named  count  Ribbing,  in 
confequence  of  a  fingular  incident : 
Juft  before  he  fat  out  for  Gefle,  his 
fortune  was  told  by  a  woman  named 
Harviflbn  *  ;  and  he  was  advifed  to 
beware  of  the  month  of  March;  and 


*  M.  Bouille's  Memoirs,  p.  453, 
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of  the  firfl  perfon  he  (hould  meet  on 
leaving  the  houfe.  That  perfon  was 
count  Ribbing. 

The  wound,  which  the  king  re- 
ceived, was  not  immediately  de- 
clared likely  to  prove  fatal.  Al- 
though his  fuiFcrings  from  it  mull 
have  been  excruciating  in  the  ex- 
treme, (the  pifiol  having  been  load- 
ed with  fevcn  nails,  befides  two  balls 
and  fome  fmall  fliot)  he  bore  them 
with  unexampled  courage  and  re- 
fignation.  He  fummoned  his  friends 
around  him,  and  even  thofe,  who 
from  thtir  oppofilion  to  his  mea- 
fure?, '  had  been  ranked  among  his 
enemies ;  the  latter  o'  whom  he 
addrelTed  with  that  true  magnani- 
mity of  mind,  for  which  he  was  fo 
remarkably  dlltinguifhed  :  "  Now," 
faid  he  to  them,  "  am  I  indeed 
"  confoled  for  my  misfortune,  fnice 
"  it  again  brings  around  me  my 
•*  old  friends."  For  feveral  days 
together  he  endured  the  torment 
of  his  wound  with  the  greatell:  ap- 
parent tranquillity,  without  the  ut- 
terance of  a  groan  or  a  murmur. 
The  period  iiovvever  of  his  fufFer- 
ings  at  length  arrived.  On  the 
28th  a  mortification  evidently  took 
place  ;  and  on  the  following  morn- 
ing, fenfible  of  his  danger,  he  con- 
feifed  himfelf,  according  to  the  ufage 
of  his  church,  to  his  high  almoner, 
with  a  fincere,  but  calm  and  un- 
ollentatious  devotion  ;  after  which, 
he  oblerved  to  him,  "  I  doubt  whe- 
*'  ther,  in  the  eyes  of  my  Maker,  I 
"  have  any  great  merit,  but  at 
**  leaft  I  have  the  confolation  to 
"  refledfl,  that  wilfully  I  never  in- 
"  jured  any  perfon."  Having  per- 
formed this  folemn  aft  of  religion, 
it  was  his  defire  to  receive  the 
facraments,  and  take  leave  of  his 


queen,  who  had  not  been  admitted 
to  him,  while  his  fate  remained 
undecided.  The  better  to  enable 
his  mind  to  fupport  with  dignity 
and  fortitude,  the  difcharge  of  thefe 
important  and  afFefting  duties,  he 
prepared  to  take  fome  repofe,  when 
immediately  after  having  bid  adieu 
to  the  nobleman  in  waiting,  he  ex- 
pired. 

Previous  to  his  death  he  fettled 
the  regency  of  the  kingdom,  during 
the  minority  of  his  fon,  appointing 
his  brother,  the  duke  of  Sudetnia- 
nia,  regent.  To  his  brother  he 
made  it  his  dying  requelt,  that  ail 
the  confpirators  might  be  pardon- 
ed ;  and  was  with  difficulty  per- 
fuaded  even  to  except  the  affaffia 
himfelf  from  this  liberal,  but  un- 
deferved  aft  of  clemency.  Anker- 
ftrom,  Itowever,  was  the  only  perfon 
executed.  His  fentence  was,  to  be 
expofed  on  the  pillory  for  three  fuc- 
ceffive  days,  in  three  diirerent  parts 
of  the  city,  to  be  publicly  whipt  in 
all  thofe  places,  to  have  his  right 
hand  cut  oiF,  and  afterwards  to  be 
beheaded.  The  fentences  of  the  other 
confpirators  were  changed  by  the 
regent  into  thofe  of  banifnment,  or 
imprifonment,  according  to  the  de- 
grees of  guilt  attaching  to  each  of 
them.  When  the  regent  declared 
this  aft  of  mercy,  after  i'ating  it 
to  have  voluntarily  flowed  from  the 
tender  heart  of  the  benevolent  Guf- 
tavus,  he  expreflcd  himfelf  in  the 
following  terms  *,  "  as  a  chrillian, 
'•  as  a  i'ubjeft,  as  a  broth:*r,  and 
"  as  a  man,  we  neither  can  nor 
"  ought  to  recede  from  the  lall 
"  commands  of  a  dying  monarch. 
"  He  had  full  privilege  to  grant 
"  pardon  in  what  concerned  him- 
"  lelf  alone.     His  will  was  our  law^, 
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**  when  he  was  in  this  world  ;  and 
"  his  brother  fhall  not  be  ftained 
"  with  the  reproach,  that  he  de- 
"  ceived  him  in  death." 

Thus   miierably  perilhed,  in  the 
46th    year  of  his  age,  the  heroic 
Guftavus    the    third    of    Sweden. 
After   having  nobly  braved  death 
in  all   its  moft  hidecus  forms,  both 
by  fea   and    by   land,    in   a  novel 
fpecies  of  warfare,  peculiarly  mark- 
ed    by     ferocity    and    blood,  and 
glorioufly  fuftaincd  againft  an  ene- 
iny    of  infinitely  fuperior  Itrength, 
in    a  courfe  of  the  moft  obllinate 
and   defperate  encounters  recorded 
in   liiilory  ;    after    having,    by    the 
inoft    extraordinary    exertions     of 
courage     and    enterprize,    though 
left  alone,  and  Ihamefully  deferted 
by   his  allies,  extorted  a   {:iie  and 
iionourable  peace,  from  this  dan- 
gerous and   fuperior  enemy;   after 
having  retrieved  and  adorned  with 
new     g'Ory    the    ancient    martial 
charafter  and   honour  of  his  coun- 
try ;    after  all  thefe  exploits,  when 
returned    home,  crowned  with  lau- 
rels and  in  the  arms   of  peace,  in 
the  center  of  his  own  capital,  fur- 
rounded    by   his    fubjctts,   friends, 
and     courtiers,  preparing,    with   a 
generous    conttr.iipt     of     repeated 
warnings,    to  rt!  x   in  thofe   plea- 
fures  which  he  had  well  earned  by 
his   toil,  h3  was   deRined  to  expe- 
rience ,the  hard   fortune  of  falling 
by   the    vile  hands  of  a  traiterous 
aflaflln.     The  French  writers  fome- 
times  called  h'm  the  Agamemnon 
of  the    roval   confederacy;  and  his 
fate    bore  fome  refemblance  to  that 
of  the  Grecian  monarch,  though  the 
motive  of  his  murder   was  not  the 
fame. 

We  have  fo  diligently  traced  the 
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conduft  and  aftions  of  this  prince, 
from  his  firft  appearance  in  public 
bufinefs  towards  the  clofe  of  his  fa- 
tlver's  reign,  to  the  period  of  thepre- 
fent  difmal  cataftrophe,  that,  what 
we  obferved  before,  with  refpeft  to 
the  Emperor  Jofeph,  applies  equal- 
ly here,  and  little  now  remains  to 
be  pointed  out,  which  can  throw  any 
new  light  upon  his  charafler. 

We  have  Ihevvn  the  manner   in 
which,  within  the  fhort  fpace  of  a 
fmgle  hour,  he  performed  the  ex- 
traordinary aft  of  overturning  the 
conilitution  of  his  country,  and  of 
deftroying  that  powerful  ariftocra- 
cy,  which  for  near  fixty  years  had 
been   rivetted   in  its   government, 
which  had  ruled  all  things  without 
coiitroul,  and  which  feemed  foiirm- 
ly  eftablifhed,  as  not^to  admit  a  pro- 
bability of  its  being  fhaken,  except 
by    fome    violent   external    ftiock, 
which  mufl:  amount  to  little  lefs  than 
abfolute  conqueft.     Without  enter- 
ing into  any    examination  of  the 
queftions  of  right  or  wrong  in  this 
fingular  revolution  (queftions  which 
at  the  time  we  fully  and  freely  dif- 
cufled)  it  cannot  be  denied  that  abi- 
lities and  talents  of  the  firft  order, 
with  the  greateft  exertions  of  vigour, 
enterprize,  and  courage,  were  all 
difplayed,   and  were  all  fully  ne- 
ceflary  in  its  accomplifliment.    The 
merit  was  all  his  ov/n  *.    "  Revolu- 
"  tions,  in  his  opinion,  could  only 
"  be  effedled  by  one  man,  and  he 
"  muft  only  confult  his  own  heart". 
It   muft,    however,  be  acknow- 
ledged, that  this  great  and  fplendid 
aftion   was  accompanied    by    cir- 
cumftances    of  the   deepeft   ftiade, 
which  inftead  of  ferving  as  foils  to 
augment  its  brilliancy,  were  fpcts 
that  partially  darkened  and  eclipfed 
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Its  luftre.  Duplicity,  diffimulatlon, 
hypociify,  fraud,  and  treachery, 
together  with  a  violation  and  con- 
tempt of  the  moii;  folemn  and  fa- 
cred  fanftions,  were  charged  by 
his  enemies,  a?  the  difhonourablc 
means  pradlfed  in  its  progrefs  and 
execution.  The  circumltar.ee  of 
the  king's  drawing  a  prayer-book 
out  of  his  pocket,  and  compelling 
the  aitoniihed  and  terrified  llatcs, 
furrounded  with  grenadiers  and 
bayonets  as  thoy  were,  to  join  in 
iinging  a  hymn,  returning  thanks 
to  the  Almighty  for  their  own  de- 
ftruftion,  and  that  of  the  conflitu- 
tion,  was  a  wanton  if  not  a  cruel 
exerclfe  of  power,  and  a  moll  in- 
defenfible  mockery  ofthings,  which 
in  all  ages  and  under  all  religions, 
were  held  i acred. 

Upon  the  whole,  it  mav  perhaps 
be  julHy  faid,  that  the  early  years 
of  Gullavus's  reign  did  no  honour 
to  any  part  of  his  charailier  ex- 
cepting his  abilities,  and  that  thefe 
did  not  appear  to  be  of  fo  fplendid 
a  fort,  as  to  be  at  all  indicative 
of  the  illuftrious  and  heroic  quali- 
ties which  he  afterwards  difplayed. 

It  is,  However,  always  to  be  re- 
membered, in  paffing  a  judgment 
on  this  fubjeft,  that  independent 
of  his  perfonal  and  family  incerefts, 
he  had  a  great  and  noble  public 
obje£l  before  his  eyes  in  this  tranf- 
adion,  which  was  to  refcue  his 
country  from  the  evil  government 
of  a  venal  and  ruinous  arillocracy, 
which  had  for  half  a  century  held 
Sweden  in  a  ftate  of  fuch  abjeft 
degradation,  that  foreigners  con- 
fidered  the  nation  as  not  only  hav- 
ing totally  changed  its  charader, 
but  its  very  nature.  He  faw  and 
knew  that  all  public  meafures  were 
under  the  immediate  influence  of 
foreign    gold,  while  a  mercenary 


adminiftration  were  ever  ready, 
fhamelefly  to  fell  to  the  higheft 
bidder,  the  interefts,  honour,  and 
fecurity  of  their  country.  Thus 
were  ruinous  wars  blindly  entered 
into,  difgracefuUy  conduced,  and 
concluded  by  treaties  as  d.lhonour- 
able  and  ruinous  as  the  wars.  Thus 
was  the  whole  nation  once  thrown 
into  the  two  great  contending 
fadjons  of  the  Caps  and  the  Hats, 
both  being  fold  to  the  interefts  of 
diifercnt  foreign  powers ;  until 
France,  being  tired  of  fuch  a  walle 
of  treafure,  and  not  finding  the 
effect  anfwerable  to  the  expence, 
in  a  great  meafure  dropped  the 
contef^  and  left  the  market  open  to 
her  rival. 

Gullavus  himfelf  immediately 
faw  and  felt,  with  the  utmoft  grief 
and  peculiar  indignation,  that  by 
iimilar  m.c-ans,  with  many  others 
arifing  from  neamefs,  private  in- 
tercourfe,  and  partieular  connec- 
tions with  a  numerous  and  venal 
nobility,  his  great,  ambitious,  and 
infidious  neighbour  v/as  become 
the  fole  arbtcrels  in  his  nom.inal 
kingdom,  and  without  the  name 
of  fovereign,  ruled  it  nearlv  with 
as  unlimited  a  fway,  as  £l;e  did 
Courland,  or  any  other  dependant 
province,  which  was  not  actually 
and  avowedly  annexed  to  her  em- 
pire. He  likewife  could  not  bat 
perceive  that  the  prefent  war  ia 
which  fhe  was  involved  with  the 
Ottomans,  aftbrded  an  opportunity, 
or  at  leail  fome  room  for  hope, 
which  might  not  ioon  occur  again, 
of  his  being  able  to  fliake  off  that 
foreign  delpotifm,  and  that  mifer- 
able  fervitude  to  his  own  fubjcds, 
under  both  which  he  fo  grievoully 
laboured. 

A  dti-ep  fenfe  of  private  injury 
gave  a  keener  edge  to  the  refent- 
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iTient  and  indignation  excited  by 
public  turpitude.  Guftavus  knew, 
well  remembered,  fully  felt,  and 
was  himfelf  a  partaker  in  many  of 
the  injuries  and  infults  offered  to 
}iis  father,  who  was  reduced  to  fo 
abjedt  and  fervile  a  ftate,  as  to 
induce  him  to  adopt  the  defperate 
xefolution  of  abdicating  his  fliadow 
of  a  nominal  crown,  rather  than 
longer  to  endure  the  continued 
feries  of  wretchednefs  which  he 
found  by  bitter  experience  to  be 
infeparable  from  it.  Guitflvus  favv, 
tiiat  if  the  prefent  government 
continued,  he  mull  be  condemned 
himfelf  to  a  life  of  finiilar  dlfgrace 
and  mifery  with  that  of  his  father; 
he  faw  there  was  no  alternative,  but 
a  bafe  fubmiflion  to  fuch  an  abjeft 
condition,  or  the  hazarding  every 
thing,  crown,  life,  family,  and  all, 
on  a  bold  and  great  effort  for  their 
emancipation ;  that  it  was  a  quef- 
tion  between  flavery  and  indepen- 
dence which  did  not  allow  any 
confequences  or  any  dangers  to 
operate  in  the  decifion.  He  de- 
termined to  perifh  or  to  be  free : 
fortune  and  his  own  abilities  fixed 
the  refult. 

It  is  not  improbable,  but  that 
feeling  the  great  internal  powers 
which  he  pofieiTed,  and  which  were 
then  known  only  to  himfelf,  his 
public  political  views  extended 
much  farther  than  to  the  immediate 
apparent  objeds  of  the  revolution  ; 
and  that  he  looked  forward  to 
fome  future  favourable  conjundlure 
of  things,  v/ith  a  generous  dehgn 
of  being  able  to  form  fuch  a  pow- 
erful alliance  between  the  llates 
immediately  interefted,  as  would  be 
fufhcient  to  reflore  a  due  equili- 
brium in  the  north,  and  to  fecure 
their  independence;  a  ftate  of  things 
which  could  never  take  place  while 


Sweden  was  in  a  condition  of 
vafTalage  to  Rulfia.  He  well  and 
truly  comprehended,  that  Sweden, 
Denmark,  Pruflia,  Poland,  and  the 
Ottomans,  were  all  deeply  interefled 
in  forming  fuch  an  arrangement, 
and  were  fully  competent  to  the 
execution  of  the  defign  ;  and  that 
thus,  if  their  mutual  coincidence 
was  firm,  and  the  grand  objet^t  of 
their  union  kept  conllantly  in  view, 
an  everlafting  barrier  to  the  do- 
mineering views  of  RufTia,  on  the 
fide  of  Europe,  might  be  happily 
and  eiFeAually  formed.  He  could 
not  pofTibly  forefee,  nor  even  think, 
that  one  of  thefe  ftates,  and  that 
the  mofl  immediately  interefted, 
fhould  be  fo  blind  to  her  own  po- 
litical interelts,  and  to  the  peculiar 
and  imminent  danger  of  her  fitua- 
tion,  as  to  go  direftly  counter, 
fo  far  as  her  ability  would  admit, 
to  the  execution  of  fuch  a  defign; 
or  that  the  views  of  others  Ihould 
be  fo  warped  and  narrowed  by  bafe, 
and  felf-interefted  motives,  as  to 
render  them  incapable  of  any  thing 
great,  comprehcnfive,  or  generous. 

Guftavus  pofTefTed  very  eminent 
abilities,  and  talents  not  only  fplen- 
did,  but  equal  to  tlie  performance 
of  the  greateft  things.  Among 
thefe,  together  with  a  moft  fafci- 
nating  addrefs,  which. rendered  eve- 
ry ftranger  at  firft  fight  interefted  in 
his  favour,  was  a  very  powerful  and 
perfuafive  eloquence,  admirably 
i'uited  to  popular  afTemblies,  and 
from  which  he  derived  the  moft 
fignal  benefits  in  many  of  the  moft 
trying  exigencies  of  his  life.  In- 
deed he  valued  himfelf  on  his  ma- 
nagement of  the  diet,  and  ob- 
•ferved,  that  he  was  the  only  fove- 
reign  who  had  fucceeded  in  convok- 
ing a  public  body  of  that  defcrip- 
tion.  His  prefence  of  mind,  im- 
mediate 
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mediate  recoUe<flion,  and  inftant 
decifion,  in  all  fudden  cafes  of  dif- 
ficulry  or  danger,  were  perhaps 
only  equalled  by  his  uncle  the  great 
Frederick  ;  while  the  firmnefs  and 
fortitude  which  iie  manifefted  in 
the  many  fevere  conflifts  on  govern- 
mental and  public  affairs  which  he 
was  obliged  to  fuftain,  were  in  no 
degree  inferior  to  that  exalted 
courrcge  which  he  difplayed  in  the 
field  of  battle. 

In  that  fcene  of  aftion,  indeed, 
his  intrepidity  and  contempt  of 
danger  were  carried  to  fuch  an 
excefs,  as  to  conlUtute  the  great 
bleniifh  of  his  military  character ; 
the  duties  of  the  commander  feem- 
ing  not  unfrequently  to  be  too 
much  funk  in  thofe  of  the  private 
foidier  or  volunteer.  He  evi- 
dently had  the  adlions  of  his  two 
great  predeceffors,  Guftavus  Adol- 
phus,  and  Charles  the  Xllth.  con- 
ftantly  in  his  view,  and  endeavoured 
alternately,  not  only  to  emulate 
but  to  exceed  them  both.  Jf  he 
failed  in  fome  of  thofe  comprehen- 
five  iirft  rate  qualities  of  a  great 
commander,  particularly  in  a  cool 
command  of  temper,  which  fo 
highly  diftinguifned  the  former,  he 
equalled  the  latter  in  the  only 
fhining  parts  of  his  character,  thofe 
of  valour  and  enterprize,  and  was 
infinitely  his  fuperior  in  all  other 
refpefts;  indeed,  the  urbanity  of 
his  manners,  his  humanity,  and  his 
forgiving  clemency,  could  not  be 
fhewn  to  greater  advantage,  than 
by  oppofing  them  to  the  unrelenting 
obftinacy,  and  the  cruel  ferocity  of 
Charles. 

Some  may  perhap.s  be  difpofed 
to  think,  that  however  great  and 
amiable  the  virtues  of  humanity, 
jlemency,  and  forgivenefs  of  evil 
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adions  are,  yet  that  Guftavus,  as 
a  king,  carried  them  to  a  faulty 
excefs;  they  may  fay,  that  flrift 
julHce  is  no  lefs  a  virtue,  and  that 
befides  its  being  a  virtue,  its  due 
exercife,  in  all  affairs  of  llate  par- 
ticularly, which  at  all  involve  the 
fate  of  a  nation,  is  a  duty  in  the 
fovereign  not  to  be  difpenfed  with  ; 
and  that  he  is  not  to  gratify  his 
perfonal  feelings,  at  the  ri(k  or 
expence  of  the  public,  in  matters 
which  implicate  their  general  in- 
terefts  or  fafety.  However  the 
queftion  may  be  decided,  it  is  cer- 
tain that  Guftavus's  clemency,  or 
mercy  to  the  authors  of  the  deepeft 
crimes  which  could  be  commit- 
ted againft  either  his  perfon  or 
the  ftate,  was  nearly  without  ex- 
ample ;  and  whether  it  was  a  fault 
or  not,  he  was  fatally  unfortunate, 
in  remitting  the  forfeit  life  of  the 
traitor  Ankerftrom,  which  in  his 
true  charader  as  fuch,  he  returned 
by  the  murder  of  the  benefaftor 
from  whom  he  received  it ;  and 
that  murder  rendered  more  horrid 
by  fuch  cool  premeditated  circum- 
llances  of  malice  and  cruelty  as  to 
be  nearly  unparalleled. 

The  greateft  and  mo!l  dangerous 
political  error  of  Guitavus'sreign, 
was  the  affront  which  he  offered 
to  the  nobility,  in  bringing  mem- 
bers of  the  other  orders,  contrary 
to  all  precedent,  and  witp.out  fuf- 
ficient  preparation  and  management 
of  conciliatory  policy,  into  the 
higher  departments  of  the  ftate. 
We  obferved  at  the  time,  and  in 
our  minds  at  leaft  lamented,  the 
dangerous  confequence  which  we 
forefaw  muft  proceed,  from  fuch 
an  affront  offered  to  fo  proud, 
numerous,  and  powerful  a  body 
as    the   nobility  of  Sweden ;    who 

from 
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from  their  political  conftltution  of    "  of  man,  tiiat  he  can  be  animated 


government,  and  the  habits  incident 
to  it,  as  well  as  from  the  climate 
and  foil  of  their  country,  were  bold 
and  brave  in  the  extreme;  and  a- 
mong  whom  from  their  multitude, 
there  being  necefTariiy  a  great  num- 
ber of  young  men  very  much  nar- 
rowed in  their  circumftances,  thefe 
could  not,  in  the  ufual  courfe  of 
things,  but  be  prompt  to  execute  the 
moil  hazardous  and  defperate  enter- 
prizes.  Our  reliance  upon  the  an- 
tient  native  honelly,  and  the  mag- 
nanimous charader  of  the  Swedes, 
prevented  us,  however,  from  ima- 
gining anv  confequence  fo  deplora- 
ble, or  fo  difgraceful  to  the  nation, 
as  that  which  adually  took  place. 
But  the  prefent  age  of  refinement 
and  philofophy,  has  feen  a  fanftion 
and  countenance  given  to  aiTafiinn,- 
tion,  which  it  had  never  before  re- 
ceived in  the  moft  barbarous  times. 

Though  the  genius  of  Gullavus 
fl^one  brighteil;  when  it  was  moll  agi- 
tated, yet,  like  his  uncle  the  great 
Frederic,  he  alfo  admired,  patroniz- 
ed, and  cultivated  thofe  art?,  which 
can  profper  and  attain  perfcdion  only 
under  the  folleringinfluence  of  peace. 
An  academy  was  inftituted  by  him  at 
Stockjiolm,  of  which  the  principal 
perfons  in  his  court  were  mem- 
bers, and  at  the  head  of  which  he 
himfelf  prelided ;  yet  even  in  this 
oppofite  purfuit,  the  predominancy 
of  his  military  palTicn  did  not  fail 
to  difcover  itfelf.  A  fingle  fentimen!, 
in  the  inaugural  oration  which  he 
pronounced  before  his  academy, 
perhaps  not  lefs  dccifively  marks 
his  chiiracler,  than  all  the  great  ac- 
tions cf  his  civil  and  military  life, 
which  he  performed  in  the  face  of 
difficulty  and  danger.  "  Such  in- 
"  deed, "  he obfeives,"  is,  the  nature 
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"  only  by  aftion,  and  muft  have 
"  ftrong  motives  to  excite  his  men- 
"  tal  powers.  A  ftate  of  tranquil- 
"  lity,  fo  elTential  to  human  happi- 
"  nefs,  has  a  wonderful  tendency  to 
"  enervate  the  underllanding,unlefs 
"  mankind  are  impelled  to  utility 
"  by  the  moil  powerful  motives, 
"  and  are  prevented,  by  the  profpeft 
"  of  fame,  from  fmking  into  a  le- 
"  thargic  llumber,  equally  danger- 
"  ous  to  individuals,  and  to  the  com- 
"  munity  at  large." 

Upon  the  whole,  Guftavus  was  - 
an  extraordinary  man,  and  he  did 
great  and  extraordinary  things. 
Had  he  lived  a  century  fooner,  or 
in  any  preceding  period  of  time, 
he  would  have  been  univerfally 
deemed  the  firll:  hero  of  the  age  in 
which  he  flouriihed.  As  it  was, 
notwithftanding  an  unufual  coun- 
teraftion  of  adverfe  fortune,  and  in 
defpite,  as  it  would  feem,  of  a  train 
of  the  moll:  difailrous  and  unex- 
pected events,  he  rofe  fuperior  to 
all,  performed  the  moft  noble  and 
heroic  exploits,  and  feemed  to  over- 
rule even  fortune  herfelf.  Surely 
it  may  be  deemed  a  great  and  fm- 
gular  conqueft,  to  have  fubdued,  by 
his  o'.vn  virtue,  the  im.placable  ani- 
mofity,  and  the  infatiable  pride  of 
hi?  mighty  rival  and  adverfary. 

The  death  of  Guftavus  afforded 
a  fubjeft  of  great  and  indecent  tri- 
umph to  the  Frencii  revolutionifts ; 
indeed,  it  was  to  them  an  event  of 
no  fmall  importance,  as  it  freed 
them  from  their  moll  decided  and 
active  enemy,  and  put  an  end  to 
all  intentions  of  holHlityon  the  parjt 
of  Sweden,  atxhevery  critical  period 
when  they  were  preparing-  to  declare 
war  againil  the  houi'e  of  Anuria. 
Tiiut  ci"ciaraticn,  as  we  are  in- 
formed 


HISTORY     OF     EUROPE.       [397 

aggreffinn  contrary  to  the  conftitu- 
t;on  ;  and  feme  general  officers  who 
were  of  that  party,  went  fo  far  ia 
confequence,  as  to  fend  in  their  re- 
flgnations.  La  Fayette,  however, 
though  he  was  a  principal  leader  of 
the  FeuilLms,  feems  at  firit  to  have 
entered  fully  into  the  defigns  of  the 
minifters  in  fupport  of  the  war; 
pleafed  in  all  likelihood  with  the 
opportunity  of  playing  the  great 
part,  which  circamltances  feemed  to 
have  devolved  upon  him  in  that 
theatre  of  glory,  and  flattering 
hiiTifelf  with  the  expeflation  of 
finding  new  means  to  gratify  his 
ambition  of  every  kind,  when  he 
fhould  have  led  on  the  armies  of 
France  to  cheap  and  eafy  vitlory. 

A  counter  proclamation  was  fooa 
ifiued  by  the  government  of  Bruf- 
feJs.  It  was  ihort,  well-written, 
chiefly  exculpatory,  .  .,  , 
though  without  hu-  _  ^P"'  ^9th. 
miliation,  and  calling,  in  a  language 
of  energy,  on  the  people  of  the 
Netherlands,  to  repel  with  vigour 
and  unanimity,  the  unjull  attack 
with  which  they  were  menaced. 
The  war  declared  by  the  pretended 
philofophers  of  France,  it  obferved, 
was  not  in  truth  fo  much  againfl 
the  princes  of  the  earth,  as  sgainfl 
religion,  focial  order,  prol'perity, 
and  all  the  comforts  which  natu- 
rally flow  from  it.  The  uniform 
conduiil:  which  had  been  obferved 
during  the  laft  year,  upon  one  fide 
to  force,  and  upon  the  other  to 
avoid  a  war,  was  then  ftated.  It 
was  aflTerted,  that  the  flirideA  care 
had  been  taken  to  prevent  any  thinp- 
from  being  plotted,  or  even  written, 
in  the  Aufcrian  provinces,  acainll 
the  new  French  conftitution  ;  and 
that  the  meafures  which  had  been 


formed  by  the  *  minii^er,  upon 
whofe  report  it  was  founded,  was 
received  with  general  joy  through- 
out France;  there  was  not  a  de- 
partment or  a  diilritl,  which  did 
not  Ihow  an  eager  defire  for  the 
commencement  of  hoililities.  Vul- 
gar politicians  congratulated  them- 
felves  that  it  would  cut  the  thread 
of  all  the  intrigues,  by  which,  as 
they  had  been  malignantly  taught 
to  believe,  the  counfels  of  Vienna 
governed  the  court  of  Verfailles 
from  the  time  of  the  queen'?  arrival 
in  France.  The  deeper  and  mere 
fyftematic  faiSlion,  which  yet  main- 
tained their  afcendency  among  the 
Jacobins,  gave  what  popularity  they 
could  to  the  war,  in  the  hope  of 
giving  effect  by  it  to  their  own  in- 
trigues :  it  opened  to  them  the 
profpeft  of  ellablilbing  their  re- 
public. They  only  quarrelled  with 
the  ofiicial  iiyle  of  the  minifler's 
report,  and  the  proclamation,  as  not 
being  f  fufiiciently  rhetorical  and 
metaphyfical,  according  to  the  new 
tafte  of  the  revolution.  The  fub- 
divifion  of  the  club  under  Rober- 
fpierre  did  not  attempt  to  refifl;  the 
general  cry,  while  from  their  ori- 
ginal fchifm  they  would  ftill  have 
a  right  ultimately  to  blame  the  war, 
iftheilTue  flaould  be  unprofperous. 
The  royalirts  hoped  that  the  war 
might  occupy  abroad  thofe  bands 
of  unprincipled  and  ferocious  men, 
who  had  been  the  inflruments  for 
opprelling  them,  and  that  the  event 
might  rellore  the  nobility,  gentry, 
and  clergv  of  France,  if  the  com- 
bined powers  fnould  prevail,  to 
fomethinr  of  their  forme-  condi- 
tion. Tiie  Feuillaus,  or  Ccnftituti- 
©nalifl:s  alone, foon  began  openly  to 
cenfure  the  meafure,  as  aa  aft  of 


•  Vie  de  Dumorlsz,  tcm.  z.  liv.  4.  chap,  2. 


t  Ibid. 


purfued 
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purfued  to  reflrain   the   emigrants 
from   afTembling  in  arms,  had  been 
praifed  by  the  French  government 
itfelf,    as    an    example  worthy   of 
being  imitated  by  the   princes  of 
the  empire.     On  the  other  hand, 
it    was    faid,  ,the   moll  pernicious 
writings  a^ainft   religion,  and  the 
lawful  authority  of  the   fovereign, 
had  been  difperfed  from  France  all 
over  the  Low  Countries ;  no  fatis- 
faftion  had  ever  been  obtained  for 
multiplied  complaints    of  excefles, 
committed  again ll  the  fubjedls    and 
upon  the    territories  oftheHoufe 
of  Aullria;  and  when  Heps  of  ne- 
cefiary  precaution    were    adopted, 
againil  emifl'aries  avowedly  fent  to 
excite  infurreftions  there,  they  were 
loudly    refented    as    infringements 
on  the  fafety  and  liberty  of  French 
travellers..      The    government    of 
Brufiels  apologized  for  noticing  the 
internal  government  of  any  neigh- 
bouring Itate,  but  thinking  it  ne- 
ceflary   to  diliipate  the  delufion  at- 
tempted   to     be   praftifed   for   the 
feduclion  of  its  fubjefis,  held  up  to 
them,    the   deplorable  and    ruinous 
condition  of  France,  as  well  as  her 
unremitting  and  dangerous  endea^ 
vours,  to  plunge  other  nations  into 
fimihr  poverty,  licentioufnefs,  and 
anarchy. 

The  Auftrian  and  Pruflian  mini- 
fters  ftill  continued  at  Paris,  waiting 
to  be  jecalled  by  their  refpeftive 
courts ;  during  which  interval,  the 
former  flill  continued  in  fome  fort 
to  exercife  his  funftions  on  behalf 
of  the  German  empire.  He  deli- 
vered in  an  official  note,  with  a 
memorial  from  the  princes  of  Al- 
face  and  Lorraine,  who  claimed, 
under  the  llipulations  of  a  conven- 
tion in  1736,  and  a  treaty  in  1738, 
to  be  confidered  as  foreigners,  and 
€onfequently  to  be  exempted  from 


the   penalties  of  emigration.      M. 
Mailhe  propofed  to  refer  the  quef- 
tion  to  marfhal  Luckner,  and  others 
called  loudly   for  the  order  of  the 
day;  the  affembly,  however,  got  rid 
of  the  fubjedt  with  more  decency, 
by  fending  it  to  fome  of  their  com- 
mittees,  where  it  was  quietly  for- 
gotten. Indeed,  at  that  very  time,  an 
act  of  unqualified  aggreffion  againfl 
the  empire  had  been   direfted  and 
executed.     General  Cuftine,  with  a 
ftrong  detachment  from   Luckner's 
army,  had  feized  the  important  pafs 
of  Porentru,  and  all  the  other  terri- 
tories ofthebifhop  of  Bafil,  a  German 
prince,  who,  v.nder  a  treaty  of  1736, 
confirmed  by  a  more  recent  treaty  of 
1780,  was  to  be  at  liberty  to  remain 
neutral,  in  cafe  of  a  war  between 
France  and  the  Empire,  and  that  too 
with  an  exprefs  recognition  and  re- 
fervation  of  the  rights  of  the  Empe- 
ror ^nd  Empire  over  him.    The  pre- 
tence  for  attacking  him  was,  that 
on  his  application  fome  time  pre- 
vious to  the  war,  the  pafs  had  been 
garrifoned  by  four  or  five  hundred 
Auftrians  for  his  protedtion ;    and 
this  was  conftrued  into  a  violation 
of  his  faith,  though  the  treaty  of 
1780,  by  the  third  article,  required 
no  more  than  that,  on  the  breaking 
out  of  a  war   with  either  of  the 
two  contracting  powers,  they  fhould 
fettle   by  a  convention  the  beft  me- 
thod   of  fecuring  that  which  was 
in    danger,    by    Ihutting    the  pafs 
againfl  every  enemy  :  nor  had  any 
demand  been  made,  or  negociation 
attempted,  agreeable  to  that  ilipu- 
lation.     Louis  the  XlVth,  indeed, 
had  begun  a  war  againfl  the  Ger- 
m.an  empire  by  a  fimilar  feizure  of 
the  pafs  of  Porentru,  but  it   was 
before     any    fuch    treaty  for   the 
neutrality    of  the  biihop  of  Bafil 
exilted. 

Another 
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Another  aft  of  hoftility  againft 
another  ecclefnftical  prince  of  the 
German  empire,  had  been  alfo  at  this 
tinje  ordered,  with  as  little  regard  to 
ju;Hce.  L?ige  was  included  in  the 
great  plan  for  the  attack  on  the 
Nticheriands,  which  was  the  favour- 
ite objeft  of  the  war,  and  which, 
ftill  more  to  illullrate  the  queflion 
of  aggreffion,  it  will  be  proper  here 
to  trace  from  its  origin. 

This  fubjeft  had  for  fome  time  oc- 
cupied the  thoughts  of  the  minillers. 
Indeed  M.  Dumourier,who  had  ear- 
ly forefeen  the  certainty  of  general 
hollilitie;,  had  turned  his  attention 
that  way,  long  before  he  was  in 
office.  He  carried  a  projeft  of  that 
kind  to  M.  Narbonne,  when  the 
latter  was  at  the  head  of  the  war 
department;  bat  the  vanity  of  that 
minifter  was  too  great  to  fuffer  him 
readily  to  adopt  the  fchemes  of 
others.  His  confidence  in  his  own 
abilities,  is  faid  to  have  been  fuch, 
as  to  have  induced  him  one  day  to 
demand  an  audience  of  the  queen, 
for  the  purpole  of  reading  to  her  a 
long  memorial,  intended  to  fhew, 
that  the  king's  only  chance  of  fafety 
lay  in  felefting  a  miniver  of  talents, 
wifdom,  and  adivity;  of  reputation 
and  authority,  to  overawe  the  aflera- 
bly,  and  of  unihaken  fidelity  to  the 
king  :  one,  to  whom  the  unlimited 
confidence  of  the  crown  might  be 
fecretly  given,  and  who  fhoald  be 
mafter  of  the  fate  of  his  colleagues ; 


for  which    fituation    he    concluded 
by  propofing  *  himfelf. 

Bufy-minded  no   lefs   than    felf- 
weening,  M.  Narbonne  rcfolved  to 
fee  every  thing  with  his  own  eyes. 
He  polled  along  the  frontiers,  in- 
fpefted  the  garrifon  towns,  reviewed 
the   troops,  and  in  three  weeks  re- 
turned to  Paris  with  a  report,  that 
the    former  were   perfeftly  fecure, 
and  the  latter   ready   to  take   ths 
field.    He  next  fummoned  the  three 
generals,    Rochambeau,    Luckner, 
and  La  Fayette,  to  Paris,  and  in- 
troduced them  fo  early  as  the  be- 
ginning  of  March   to  the  king  in 
his   council,  that   they  might  there 
give  an  account  of  the  internal  ftate 
of  the  armies,  and  confult  on  a  plan 
of  operations,   almoft  two  months 
before  war  was  declared.     M.  Ro- 
chambeau, reprefenting  the  bad  con- 
dition of  his  army,  their  total  want 
of  difcipline,  and  the  impoffibilicy 
of  then  re-eftablifhing  it,  advifed. 
defenfive  meafures.     M.  Luckner, 
admitted  that  fomething  of  the  fame 
kind  might  be  faid  of  his  army  too, 
but  was    fatisfied   that   his   foldiers 
would  always  follow    wherever  he 
led  them ;  and  declared  at  once  -|- 
for    an    oiFtnfive    fyftem,    as    that 
which  alone  fuited  the  national  cha- , 
rafter.      M.    La    Fayette,   we    are 
told.expreiTed  himfelf  in  few  words; 
he  contradifted  neither  of  his  col- 
leagues,   and    though    their   fenti- 
ments  were  J  quite  oppofite,  con- 


*  M.  BertrantVs  Memoivs,  vol,  i.  p.  247-8  9.  Though  it  cannot  be  fuppofcd 
that  this  anecdote  is  a  fiiliun,  as  the  author  proteifes  himlelt  to  have  had  it  from  the 
queen  the  next  day,  yet  h  mutt  be  remembered,  that  M.  Narbonne  was  the  decided 
enemy  of  M.  BcrtranJ.  The  colouring,  therefore,  is  a  good  deal  Ibftened  in 
the  text. 

f  M.  Bertran>l's  account  of  the  difference  in  opinion  between  M.  M.  Rocham- 
beau and  Luckner,  is  confirmed  by  ^L  Rochambeau's  letter  of  refigqation  to  the 
national  affenihly.  See  the  Moniteur  of  May  i4.th. 

J  Bsrtraiul's  Memoirs,  vol.  ii.  chap.  i2.  p.  59,  &c. 
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trived  to  accommodate  what  he  faid 
to  both :  after  which  the  three  ge- 
nerals read  a  long  memorial,  and 
retired. 

The  difmifiion  cfM.Narbonne  fol- 
lowed not  longafter.  He  had,in  truth, 
brought  up  the  three  generals  from 
their  troops,  to  fupport  his  credit 
in  the  cabinet  and  with  the  country 
againlt  his  colleagues,  and  more 
efpecially  againft  M.  Bertrand.  To 
this  end  he  obtained  letters  from  all 
three,  couched  in  nearly  the  fame 
words,  making  it  their  requeil  that 
he  would  not  reilgn,  and  intimating 
that  if  he  perfified  in  his  determi- 
nation, they  rnufc  lay  down  their 
refpetftive  commands.  In  anfwer, 
he  made  a  merit  of  keeping  his 
place,  in  compliance  with  their 
wilhes.  But  he  undid  all,  by  pub- 
lifliing  the  correfpondence,  in  con- 
fequence  of  which,  the  generals,  of- 
fended, left  him  to  his  fortune.  He 
was  immediately  removo».l,  and  in 
his  ftead,  the  remaining  minillers 
recommended  the  Chevalier  De 
Grave,  a  young  officer  from  the 
fame  connexion  with  M.  Narbonne, 
at  the  houfe  of  Madame  Stael, 
M.  Neckar's  daugh^r,  who  at  that 
time  had  a  principal  ihare  In  con- 
dufling  the  intrigues  of  the  Feuillans, 
as  Madame  Roland  prefided  at  the 
councils  of  the  Jacobins  under  Brif- 
fot.  Not  deliitute  of  talents,  but 
of  an  anxious  mind,  and  with  lefs 
vanity  than  his  predeceflbr,  the  new 
minifter  of  war  was  fenfible  of  his 
own  inexperience,  and  fuffered  M. 
Dumourier,  who  had  feen  fix  and 
thirty  years  of  fervice,  to  direft  in 
a  great  degree,  the  m.eafures  of  his 
office.     The  plan,  therefore,  of  the 


latter,  which  had  been  rejefted  by 
M.  Narbonne,  was  now  adopted. 

On  the  fide  of  Spain,  where 
the  mountainous  and  bairen  fron- 
tier prefented  no  temptation  to  ra- 
pacity, he  propofed  to  limit  their 
views  wholly  to  defence ;  and  to 
enable  him  to  eftimate  the  force 
neceffary  for  this  purpofe,  the  am- 
bafiador  at  Madrid  was  inftrufted 
to  obtain,  by  fecret  enquiries  and 
obfervations,  a  knowledge  of  the 
intentions  of  that  court  v.it]i  regard 
to  France.  The  anfwer  was  com- 
pletely fatisfadlory.  It  declared  -", 
that  not  the  leaft  apprehenfion  could 
be  entertained  on  the  fide  of  Spain, 
as  neither  the  former  nor  prefent 
Spanifli  m.inifter,  had  ever  had  the 
fmalleil  idea  of  invading  France; 
and  the  cordon  of  troops  on  the 
frontier,  which  had  been  repre- 
fented  as  an  objedl  of  terror,  did 
not  exceed  twelve  or  thirteen  thou- 
fand  men  at  the  utmoft,  difperled 
over  an  extent  of  three  hundred, 
miles. 

On  the  fide  of  Italy,  his  advice 
was,  if  the  king  of  Sardinia  fnould 
become  hoftile,  to  m.ake  offenfive 
war,  for  the  purpofe  of  feizing  all 
the  territories  of  that  prince  between 
France  and  the  Alps ;  bat  Savoy, 
Piedmont,  and  Nice,  once  reduced 
into  poffeflion,  he  then  meant  to 
{land  on  the  defenfive  in  that  quar- 
ter alfo.  In  truth,  the  faction  with 
which  Dumourier  had  conneded 
himfelf,  had  from  the  f  beginning 
cafi:  a  longing  look  on  thofe  coun- 
tries, and  from  time  to  time  filled 
their  journals  with  efTays  and  dif- 
fertations  on  the  ancient  preten- 
fions  of  France   to  them,  and  the 


*  State  Papers,  p.  24-4--5*  letter  from  the  French  ambafTador,  dated  Aranjuez, 
April  5th. 

•f  See  abjve,  p.  p.  222  ar.d  239, 

means 


HISTORY     OF    EUROPE.       [401 


means  of  recovering  them.      Not 
wifliing,  therefore,  to  avoid  a  war, 
if  not  immediately  feeking  the  oc- 
cafion   of  one    with   the    court    of 
Turin,  the   French  government  di- 
redly    charged    that    power    with 
hoftile    designs,    and    demanded    a 
categorical  explanation   of  certain 
points,  in  an  imperious   tone,  and 
with  no  fmall  degree  of  indecorous 
urgency.      To   this   accufation  an 
finfvver  was    fliortly   after  returned 
by  the  Sardinian  miniiler,  which  af- 
firmed,   in   temperate   but   unequi- 
vocal and   convincing  language  *, 
the  paciiic  intentions  of  the  king  his 
mader;  and  the  French  charge  des 
affaires  added  alfo,  in  his  difpatch  to 
M.  Dumouricr,  that  he  believed  his 
Sardinian  maiefty  to  have  been  uu- 
juftly  fufpecled,  and   that    he   was 
folely  employed  in  preferving   the 
peace  of  his  own  ftates.     But  this, 
it  will    hereafter    he  feen,  did  not 
fave    Viftor    Amadeus  ;    fufpicions 
and  jealoufies  were  Hill  indullriouily 
kept    alive ;    affronting   and   vexa- 
tious   meafures    purfued  ;    and    no 
fooner  did  the  French  ceafe  to  be 
prefled  by  the  Aullrlans  and  Pruf- 
lians,  than  they  turned  their  arms 
againft  him,  without  any  declara- 
tion f  of  war.     In  the  firft  inftance, 
however,  fearing  no  moleltation  from 
that  quarter,  M.  Dumourier  appears 
to  have  thought  it  prudent,  that  no- 
thing fhould  be  fuffered  to  divert 
them  from  their  great  objed  of  the 
Netherlands. 


Thus  left  at  liberty  on  every 
other  fide,  the  whole  military  force 
of  France  was  deiHned  for  the  Auf- 
trian  and  German  frontiers :  and 
the  Low  Countries  feemed  to  be  a 
certain  prey,  as  all  the  troops  for 
their  defence  did  not  exceed  ten 
thoufand  men  +,  while  the  two  ar- 
mies of  R  ochambeau  and  La  Fayette, 
after  leaving  fufficient  garrifons, 
could  make  an  invafion  with  be- 
tween fifty  and  fixty  thoufand  ef- 
fei^ive  men.  Nothing  was  wanting 
to  infure  fuccefs,  in  the  opinion  of 
the  minifcer?,  but  rapidity  rather 
than  method  in  the  operations,  fo 
as  not  to  leave  the  houfe  of  Auftria 
time  to  fend  reinforcements ;  fuch 
a  diredion  given  to  the  movements 
of  the  columns  as  that  they  might 
aft  in  concert ;  and  above  all,  fuch. 
a  behaviour  to  the  inhabitants  as 
might  conciliate  their  affeftions, 
and  make  them  a  formidable  ac- 
quifition  of  ftrength. 

La  Fayette  went  over  a  great  part 
of  this  plan  with  the  miniiler,  and 
feemed  cordially  to  agree  with  him 
in  the  general  outline,  as  well  as  the 
means  of  carrying  it  into  execution. 
He  wilhed,  however,  in  confidera- 
tion  of  M.  Rochambeau's  ill  health,, 
and  ill  humour  with  the  projeft  of 
the  campaign,  to  be  appointed  com- 
mander in  chief  of  the  whole  force 
to  be  employed.  And  he  demanded 
for  that  fervice,  an  army  of  fifty 
thoufand  men,  with  which  he  pro- 
pofed  to  enter  the  enemy's  country 


*  State  Papers,  p.  p.  244-5»,  Anfwer  of  the  French  charge  des  affaires  at 
Turin,  communicated  to  the  nflembly  April  fth. 

-j-  See  the  State  Papers,  p.  356*.  Letter  from  the  king  of  Sardinia  to  the 
Thirteen  Cantons,  dated  Oftober  loth,  179a. 

J  See  State  Papers,  p.  279"^.  Declaration  of  the  court  -of  Vienna.  The 
author  of  "  Qiielques  Details"  reckons  them  altogetber  at  1 5^000;  M.  Dumou- 
rier carries  them  up  to  to  30,000,  but  Hill  aihiiits  the  French  lorce  to  be  mu;h 
fnore  than  fufficient. 
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by  the  way  of  Namur,  and  proceed  important  place  and  Namur,  La 
down  the  Mcufe  as  far  as  Liege.  Fayette  was  to  affemble  at  Longwy, 
That  city,  and  the  principality  dc-  a  body  of  6,000  men  from  liis  right 
pendant  upon  it,  had  nothing  to  do  wing  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Metz, 
with  the  war  againft  the  king  of     and  fend  them  to  take  pofleffion  of 

Arlon.  With  the  reft  of  the  cen- 
tral army,  he  was  to  attack  Na- 
mur from  Givet,  a  peninfular  point 


Hungary,  but  the  pofleffion  of  it, 
he  thought,  would  enfure  the  re- 
duftien  of  the  Netherlands. 

The   niinifter  did   not  objed  to 
the  injuRice,  and  approved  tlie  po- 
licy  of  the   prcpofed    expedition. 
He  did  not  doubt  that  La  Fayette 
inight  have  fucceeded,  but  he  was 
h  mfelf  evidently  jealous    of  that 
general's  dcfigns,  and  he  dreaded 
the  violent  clamour  which  would 
have  been  raifed  in  the  aflembly, 
and    the    defperate    extremities    to 
which  the  jacobin  club  would  have 
gone,  againft  himfelf,  his  colleagues, 
and     the     king,    for    trufting    lo 
much  military  power  in  fuch  hands. 
He  refufed,  tlierefore,  to  gratify  M. 
La   Fayette,  for  the  prelent,  with 
the   extenfive   command  which  he 
defired,  but  futFered  him  to  enter- 
tain hopes  of  it  in  future. 

According  to  the  arrangement, 
which  was  tettled  by  inftrufticns 
to  the  generals,  dated  on  the  17th 
of  April,  the  campaign  was  to  be 
opened  *,  about  the  14th  of"  May  ; 
but  new  inllrudlions  were  iflued  on 
the  22d  of  April,  direding  ope- 
rations to  commence  on  the  29th 
of  the  fame  month.  Luckner  was 
to  occupy  the  defiles  of  Porcnlru 
with  the  extremity  of  his  right 
wing,  and  with  his  left  to  form  a 
camp  of  8,oco  men,  under  general 
Kellerman,  at  Neiikirk  upoa  the 
Sarre,  for  the  purpofe  of  holding 
Luxembourg  in  check.  For  the 
fame  purpoie,  as  well  as  to  cut  off 
the    communication    between    that 


on  the  French  frontiers,  projefling 
towards  that  city,  and  furrounded 
by  the  territories  of  Liege,  where 
they  met,   and  were   intermingled 
with  thofe  of  Namur,  Haynaut,  Lux- 
embcu^rg,  and  the  barrier-towns  of 
France.      By  the  laft  inftruftions, 
however,   his  troops   round   Metz, 
inftead  of  going  to  Longwy,  were 
to  join  the  reft  at  Givet,  fourteen 
days  earlier  than  they  had  expet.^ed 
to  be  put  in  motion.    Having  made 
himfelf  mafter  of  Namur,  he  was  to 
proceed  to  Brufi'els  or  to  Liege,  as 
his  own  difcretion  might  didate  to 
him,  under  the  circumftances  of  the 
moment.    At  the  fame  period,  lieu- 
tenant general  Biron,  with  a  body 
often  thoufand  men,  detached  from 
Rochambeau's  army,  was  to  attempt 
Mons,  where  the  Auftrian  general 
Beaulieu  was  pofted,  with  a  very 
inferior  force.     In  cafe  of  fuccefs, 
he  was  to  pufh  rapidly  forward  to 
Bruffels,  fo  as  to  be  there,  if  pof- 
flible,  at  the  time  that  La  Fayette 
was  before  Namur.     A  detachment 
like  wife  under  a  general  ofhcer,  was 
to  march  from  Liile  towards  Tour- 
nay,  where,  if  he  found  no  refift- 
ance,  he  was  to  place  a  garrifon, 
then  join  general  Biron,  or  execute 
any  orders  which  the  latter  might 
fend,  but  he  was  not  to  hazard  any 
thing    in  attacking  Tournay.      A 
fmall  body  of  tioups  received   in- 
ftruftions  to  march   from  Dunkirk 


*  See  M.  Rochambeau's  letter  to  tlie  king,  witli  copies  of  the  inftru6lions,  read 
to  the  national  aflembly  by  M.  Duiaouiiei ,  4th  iViay. 
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towards  Furnes,  in  order  to  found 
the  difpofition  of  the  I^lemings, 
and  either  to  remain  in  the  field  or 
return  to  Dunkirk,  as  the  progrefs 
of  the  other  troops  might  make 
mofl:  advifable.  The  two  firft  were 
intended  to  be  real  attacks ;  the 
two  lafl  only  feints,  by  way  of 
diftradling  the  attention  of  the 
enemy. 

As  all  the  officers  defigned  for  thefe 
different  fervices  were  of  a  rank  Tub- 
ordinate  to  La  Fayette,  when  they 
had  once  entered  the  Netherlands, 
they  would  in  effeii  have  been  un- 
der him,  and  he  would  thus  have 
been  adual  commander  in  chief, 
without  any  direft  affront  being 
given  either  to  Rochanibcau  or 
Luckner,  by  fuperfeding  them  in 
his  favour.  New  levies  were  then 
to  have  been  fucceffively  fent  to 
him,  fo  as  to  put  him  at  the  head 
of  fixty  thoufand  men,  incomplete 
poffeffion  of  the  Netherlands,  be- 
fore the  court  of  Vienna  could 
have  marched  to  that  quarter  any 
army  capable  of  taking  the  field 
againft  him. 

The  troops  deftined  for  the  attack 
on  Tournay  were  in  number  about 
three  thoufand  men,  commanded  by 
M.  Theobald  Dillon,  who  quitted 
Lifle  upon  this  unfortunate  expe- 
dition on  the  28th  of  April.  He 
met  with  no  oppofition  until  he  ar- 
rived, by  day-break  on  the  followinj 
morning,  within  a  fhort  diftance  of 
Tournay,  where  a  fmall  body  of 
the  enemy,  under  the  command  of  - 
generr.l  count  Happoncourt,  ap-  -^ 
peared  in  fight,  and  commenced  a 
diltant  cannonade.  Not  above 
twelve  fhots  had  been  fired  by  them, 
when  the  French  cavalry  exclaimed 
that  they  were  betrayed,  and  break- 
ing through  the  infantry,   fled  in 


the  mofl  diforderly  manner  to  Lille, 
abandoning  their  artillery  and  bag- 
gage.    The  infantry  followed;  and 
ib  precipitate  was  tneir  flight,  that 
the  Auftrians  were  unable  to  over- 
take them,  before  they  had  reached 
the    frontiers.       Arrived    at   Lifle, 
the  fugitives  difgraced   themfelves 
IHII  further  by  the   commifiion   of 
enormities  not   to  be  paralleled.—- 
After  havinij  cruelly  miffacred  three 
or  four  unfortunate  Auiirians,  whom 
thev  had  in  their  pov.  er,  and  tram- 
pled them  under  foot  with  the  moll 
barbarous  fhouts,  next,  under  pre- 
tence   that   all    their  oflicers    were 
arillocrats,  and  worthy  of  the  lamp- 
pod,  they  feized  on  M.  Berrhois,  a 
lieutenant  colonel  of  engineers,  fuf- 
pended  him  by  the  heels  with  cords, 
and  amufed  themfelves  with  repeat- 
edly fhooiing  him  through  the  body. 
The  lifelefs  remains    of  their  vic- 
tims were  then  treated  with  every 
indignity,  which  the  worft  fenfe  of 
brutality  could  infpire.     Their  fury 
however   did    not  reft  here:    with 
the  moll  finguinary  menaces  ag-'inft 
M.   Rochambeau    himfelf,    and  all 
the  nobles  in  the  army,  they  refolv- 
ed  at  leali  to  complete  the  triumph 
of  the  day  by  facrificing  their  com- 
mander.   The  unhappy  general  had 
fcarcely  entered  the  city,  wounded 
and  drawn  in  a  cabriole,  when  the 
bayonets   of  his  own  troops,  exult- 
ing in  the  horrid  aifl,    were  thrufi 
into   his  bofcm.     He  fell  cavered 
with  wounds :  yet  the  vengeance  of 
the    barbarians    was    not    latiated. 
After    having    wearied    themfelves 
with    infukirig    his   dead    body   in 
every  poffible  manner,  they  kindled 
a  fire  in  the  market  place,    threw 
hii  m'utilated  remains  into  it,    and 
danced  around  it  like  favages  with 
the    mod   diabolical  howlings.     It 
[  C  f  J  2  was 
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was  even  faid*,  tha.  his  heart,  torn 
from  the  bleeding  body,  was  after- 
wards carried  to  a  lady  of  the  ge- 
neral's family,  who,  although  fhe 
had  been  delivered  of  a  child  the 
very  mo.nir.g  of  the  murder,  had 
been  neverthelefs  confined  for  fix 
and  thirty  hours  in  a  damp  cellar, 
and  was  prefented  to  her,  with  the 
dreadful  alternative,  either  of  fatis- 
fying  her  hunger  on  that,  or  of 
ftarving.  Such  atrocious  deeds  ad- 
mitted but  of  little  or  no  palliation. 
The  national  aflembly  (huddcred 
at  the  recital  :  and  M.  la  Fayette 
publicly  branded  the  perpetrators 
of  thefe  crimes  with  the  juft  appel- 
lation of  *'  dallardly  cannibals"  ; 
while,  on  the  other  hand,  his  own 
former  conduft  was  daily  compared 
by  the  jacobin  faftion  to  that  of 
Jourdan  at  Avignon. 

The  expedition  againft  Mens 
proved  equally  fruitlefs.  M.  Biron 
advanced  toQuievrain,  and,  taking 
poffellion  of  it,  encamped  in  the 
neighbourhood.  Leaving  there  a 
battalion  of  national  guards  for  the 
prefervation  of  the  poft,  he  pro- 
.     ..  ceeded  towards  Mons, 

P  °'  where  he  found  general 
Beaulieu  ported  with  no  more  than 
eighteen  hundred  infantry,  from 
fourteen  to  fifteen  hundred  cavalry, 
and  ten  pieces  of  cannon,  chiefly 
three  pounders,  bat  in  a  very  ad- 
var.tageous  fiiuation,  with  his  right 
wing  behind  Jen;appe,  his  left  be- 
hind Frameries,  and  his  center  co- 
vered in  front  by  a  ravine,  a  quan- 
tity of  brambles  and  brufhwood, 
fome  fcattered  houfes,  and  the  vil- 
lage  of  Quareguon.     The  Frencli 


marched  in  three  columns  ;  the  two 
outermoft    being    advanced    before 
the  center,  fo  as  to  form  a  kind  of 
half-moon  :    their  left,    at   Bouffut, 
drove  in  a  picket  of  Auftrian  chaf- 
feurs,  who  retired  fighting  towtirds 
Jemappe  ;  but  different  parlies  of 
horfe  charging  through  openings  in 
the  village  of  Quaregnon,  hindered 
the  French  from  forming.     Having 
viewed  tire  enemy's  pofition,  which 
he  deemed  impregnable  to  his  troops 
fatigued  as  they  were,  and  expect- 
ing   from   general   Beaulieu's   ma- 
noeuvres,   to    be   attacked    by  the 
Auftrians  with   a    force^  which  he 
fuppofed  to  be  much  greater  than 
it  really  was,  M.  Biron  halted  and 
kept    upon    the    defenfive ;    when, 
about  fix  in  the  evening,  he   heard 
the  event  of  M.Dillon's  enterprize 
againit  Tournay.    On  the  arrival  of 
this  dilaftrous  information,  he  pre- 
pared   to    retreat ;    but    his  troops, 
were  too  much  exhaufted  to  move 
that  night.    OpprefTed  by  the  heat 
of  the  day,  they  had  thrown  away 
the  contents  of  their  knapfacks  in 
order  to  lighten  themfelves  in  the 
march;  neither  had  they  any  forage 
for  their  horfes.    About  ten  o'clock 
at   night,    two   regiments   of  dra- 
goons mounted  without  orders,  and 
haftened    with    fpeed    towards    the 
frontiers.      The    general    in    vain 
attempted  to  arreft  their  flight;  he 
was  hurried  away  among  the  iugi- 
tives   a   whole  league,    before  he 
was  able  to  prevail  fo  far  as  to  per- 
fuade    a   part  of  them    to    return. 
The  remainder  continued  their  way 
with  the  utmoft  expedition  to  Va- 
lenciennes, fpreading  confufion  and 


*  This  circiimftance  is  related  on  the  authority  of  a  gentleman  allied  by  blood  to 
th.e  general,  who  went  to  Lifle  on  purpoie  to  inveftigate  the  particulars  of  the 
tranfaftion. 
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through  which  he  had  pa/Ted  to  the 
attack  of  Mens  was  decidedly  hof- 
tile ;  he  had  not  been  joined  by  a 
fingle  deferter  or  a  iingle  peafant, 
nor  had  received  any  intelligence 
whatever. 

The  fmall  corps,  which  was  dif- 
patched  under  general  Carle  towards 
Furnes,  to  fed  the  pu'fe  of  the 
Flemings,  marched  into  the  coun- 
try without  reiirrance,  experiencing 
neither  fiiendlhip  nor  enmity  on 
the  part  of  the  inhabitants.  The 
failure,  however,  of  the  other  ex- 
peditions made  it  neceifary  for  thefe 
troops  to  fall  back  to  Dunkirk. 

At  the  fime  pcr'oJ  that  the  nor- 
thern army  thus  expofcd  the  weak- 
nefs  of  its  diicipline,  and  its  inca- 
pacity to  execute  the  operations  at 
firll  expedcd  from  it.  La  Fayette 
made  his  attempt  on  Namur.      He 
was  at  Metz,  when,  on  the  evening 
of  the  24th  of  April,  he   rece  ved 
his  final  orders.     To  his  furprife, 
he  found  ;.  f  change  of  time  and 
place,  which  hardly  left  ob^ilcnce 
in  his  power.     His  troops  were  in 
want  of  many  nee;  (Taries ;  but   the 
adivity  of  the  commanding  officers 
and  the  magiftrates  of  Metz  fup. 
plied  all,  i^s  well  as  their  circum- 
llar.ces    would   allow :    a    train   of 
thirty  eight  pieces   of  cannon  was 
got    ready    in    twenty-four    hours; 
borfes  ;-)re.Tcd  for  the  fervice  ;  and 
St.  Sauve,  advanced  under  cover  of    the  firlt  divifioa  of  the  army  arrived 
that  battery,  with  two  regiments  of     by  t!:e  appointed  time  at  Givet,after 


terror  as  they  pafled,  and  exclaim- 
ing, that  they  had  been  betrayed 
by    their    general    officers,    all    of 
whom  ought  to  be  ma/facred.     At 
three  in  the  morning,  the  Aullrlans 
were  alarmed  with  attacks  both  on 
their    right    and   left    wings;    but 
general  Eeaulieu  having  been  re- 
inforced the   evenihg  before  with 
two  frefh  battalions,  two  fix- poun- 
ders, and  two  ho.vitzers,  loon  re- 
pulfed  the  aflailants ;    and  indeed 
thefe   operations  of  the  French  ar- 
my, which  are  not  even  mentioned 
in  M.  Biron's  account  of  his  expe- 
dition, Teem  to  have  been  no  more 
than   feints  to  cover  their  retreat, 
unlefs  they  fprang   from   that  want 
ot  difcipline  which  is  apt  fometimes 
to  fhew  itfelf  in  diforderly  and  dan- 
gerous courage,  as  well  as  in  per- 
plexed and  ruinous  panic.  When  day 
broke,    the   invaders   retre  ited,  ur 
rather  fled,  clofely  pref'^d  by  the 
Auftrians ;  who,  a^er  a  ihort  {ka- 
milhing  at  Quievij.in,  toocv  polfef- 
iion  of  M.  Biron's  camp,  b  igga^e, 
and  military  cheft,  'vhich  he  in  vain 
endeavoured  to  preerve.     He  was 
followed  into  France,    and   would 
probably  have  fuftered  iHU  greater 
lofs  than  he  did,   hid   not  mar/hal 
Rochambeau    himfejf,    on    the   fir;l 
report  of  his  fituation,  haitened  to 
his    affiltance,    and    placing    eiglit 
pieces  of  cannon  on  the  heights  of 


cavalry  and  one  of  infantry,  to  Hc- 
cln*,  half-way  between  Valenci- 
ennes and  Quievrain,  where  he  thus 
flopped  the  purfuit  of  the  viftorious 
enemv.  M.  Biron  in  his  dil patches 
Ajbferved,    that  the  whole  country 


a  difficult  m:.,ch  of  i65  miles  in  five 
days.  Tlis  next  morning  M.  Gou- 
vion,  with  an  advanced  guard  of 
3,000  men,  eitablilhed  hiirifelf  at 
Jiou vines,  .ibout  halt- way  on  the 
road  to  Namur.     The   main   body 


*  Sometimes  fpelt  Onabi,  pnd  Ibmetinies  Onjia'mg. 
t  See  his  letter  in  the  Moniteur,  May  6in. 
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of  this  Hivificn,  amounting  to  about 
feven  thoufand  more,    under  M.  la 
Fayette   hinilelf,  was  encamped  at 
Rjncennes  behind  Givet,  where  on 
the  evening  of  that  day  he  i?arned 
the   difalhrs  which  had   happened 
before    Tournay    and    Mons.       In 
confequence,  he  judged  it  prudent 
to  wait  in  that  pofition   for  many 
articles  which  he  much  wanted,  and 
which  became   the   more  indifpen- 
fable,  as  his  efforts  now  were  not 
to   be  aflifted  by  any  co-operation. 
In    the    mean  time   it  was   known, 
that  a  reinforcement  of  4000  Auf- 
trians,  juft  arrived  from   Bohemia, 
had  halted  at  Liege,  the  very  day 
that  M.  Goavinn  advanced  to  Bou- 
vines,  and  the   next  day  had   pro- 
ceeded to  the  proteftion  of  Namur, 
whither    alfc   various    other  troops 
were  haltening  from  different  quar- 
ters   of  the    Netherlands.      Under 
thefe  circumftances,  M.  la  Fayette 
feems  to  have  abandoned  the  idea 
of  attacking  Namur,  refolving  only 
to  maintain   out-pofts  on  the  ene- 
my's teriitory:  he  even  called  back 
M.   Gouvion   from    Bouvines  to  a 
place  named  Onhaye,  nearer  to  his 
head  quarters.       The    bulk    of  his 
army,  M.  Dumourier  fays,  inftead 
of  bjing  ordered  to  follow  him  to 
his    genera]     rendez'  ous,    as    had 
been  intended,  was  cantoned  ninety 
iniles  diit.int,  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Dun.      W;.ile   he  continued  in 
this  llate  ofalsioft  tota^  ina«5livity,  a 
knot  of  fugitive  revc'utionifts,  from 
Liege    and    Brabant,    who    called 
themfelves  theBelgi.-  Congrefs,  fat 
under  his  protection,    diiperfed  li- 
bels, defiances  and  menace^  againll 
their  lawful  fovereigns ;  and  when 
the  prince  bilhop  foon  after  died, 
infulccd  his  memory  with  the  moll 
unfeeling     indecency  ;     but     they 


brought  no  acceflion  of  new  recruits 
to  their  ftandard. 

Thus   ended,    in  immediate  dif- 
comfiture,  the  fchcme  of  fudden  in- 
road, by  which  the  French  minif- 
ters,    when    they   precipitated    the 
declaration   of  hoftilities,  hoped  to 
ever-run    the    Aiiftrian    dominions, 
almofl  without  an  effort.      1  he  lofs 
of  the  iivaders  in  men  was  incon- 
fiderable;  but  in  their  flight   from 
Tournay  and  Mons,  they  left  be- 
hind thrm  camp  equipage  and  bag- 
gage  for   15,000   men,  if  not   for 
25  OGO,  according  to  M.  Dumou- 
rier ;  though  wh3t  he  relates  feems 
hardly    credible,    that    M.    Biron, 
with   onlv    ten    thoufand    effedive 
men  under  him,  had  his  camp  fur- 
nifhed  with    every   thing    requifite 
for  an  army  of  double  that  magni- 
tude.    They   no  where  found  that 
treachery,  on  which  they  reckoned 
as  their  fure  ally  :  there  was  no  de- 
fertion  but  from  their  own  armies ; 
and  while  their  generals  were  wholly 
intent  on  guarding  themfelves  'from 
the  fpirit  of  mutiny  and  fedition 
among  their  foldiers,  and  of  reftor- 
ing  what  littl?  they  could  of  difci- 
pline   in    their   camps,    the  hulans 
and  other  light  troops  of  the  enemy 
made  incurfions  into  their  frontiers, 
coliefled  forage  in  their  farms  and 
villages,    and  levied  contributions 
in  their  open  towns. 

Difgufted  at  the  events  which 
had  taken  place,  differing  totally 
from  the  counfels  which  prevailed 
in  th^  cabinet,  and  finding  himfelf 
to  be  in  effedl  fuperfeded  by  orders 
having  been  fent  to  M.  M.  Biron 
and  Dillon,  through  him  indeed, 
but  not  even  formally  from  him, 
marfhal  Rochambeau  requefted  per- 
miffion  to  refign ;  a  requeft,  which 
was  urged  with  all  the  peevifhnefs 
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ofnge,  and  with  the  blunt  indigna- 
tion of  an  old  foldier.  He  declared, 
that  fince  minillers  chofe  to  play 
the  whole  chefs-board  themfel\^es, 
he  would  not  fubmit  to  be  a  paifive 
piece  in  their  hands.  Some  little 
fhew  was  made  of  engaging  him  to 
Hay ;  but  he  perfifted,  and  his  re- 
fignation  was  accepted.  The  friends 
of  La  Fayette  loft  no  time  in  re- 
newing their  inftances,  that  he 
fliould  have  the  joint  command  of 
both  armies.  But  Dumourier,  who 
thought  his  conduct,  in  a  military 
view,  not  above  mediocrity,  and  in 
his  political  capacity,  factious  and 
criminal,  gave  his  pretenfions  all 
poifiblc  oppofition  ;  in  which  he  was 
iiipported  by  the  king,  and  the 
wJiole  council.  Luckner,  there- 
fore, was  appointed  to  fucceed  Ro- 
chambeau,  and  this  event  fixed  M. 
La  Fayette  in  a  decided  enmity  to 
the  minifter,  by  whom  principally 
he  had  been  defeated  in  the  objedl 
of  his  ambition.  That  general  now 
began  to  take  part  diredlly  ag_ainll: 
the  government  in  bitter  complaints 
and  reproaches. 

The  ill  luccefs  of  their  iirft  en- 
terprizes  occafioned  the  ferment, 
which  might  be  expefted  among 
the  different  faftions,  efpecially  in 
the  capital.  The  royalifts  too 
plainly  exulted  in  every  advantage 
of  the  Auftrians  as  their  own,  and 
feemed  to  confider  all  valour  and 
military  ikill  as  departed  from 
France,  with  her  ancient  nobility 
and  gentry  who  ufed  to  lead  her 
armies  to  viftory.  The  Jacobins 
loudly  attributed  all  their  misforr 
tunes  to  what  they  called  an  Auf- 


trlan  committee  ofroyaliftsin  Paris, 
and  about  the  court,  who  were  re- 
preientedas  betraying  all  the  public 
councils  to  the  enemy;  it  was  open- 
ly preached  to  the  foldiers,  that 
they  would  never  do  well  till  they 
had  maffacred  all  their  old  officer* 
of  noble  birth;  it  was  even  pro- 
pofed  to  deliver  over  the  national 
affembly  *  itfelf  to  fire  and  fword. 
The  Feuillans  cenfured  both.  They 
ftill  blamed  the  declaration  of  war 
as  contrary  to  the  conlHtution,  but 
they  profefled  to  believe  the  league 
of  kings,  and  declared  their  relo- 
lution  to  affert  the  independence  of 
the  natiou.  They  took  the  fide  of 
the  generals  againft  the  minifters. 
They  defended  the  court  againlt 
the  imputed  treachery  f,  remarking 
very  truly,  that  the  plan  of  the  cam- 
paign was  publifhed  in  all  the  de- 
mocratical  journals  as  foon  as  it  had 
been  decided  in  the  cabinet,  and  thus 
circulating  through  France,  pafTed 
into  the  Netherlands,  at  the  fame 
moment  that  it  was  communicated 
to  the  officers  who  were  to  carry  i( 
into  execution. 

In  the  mid  It  of  this  conflift,  M. 
Dumourier  difplayed  great  fpiric 
and  prefence  of  mind.  He  fairly 
avowed  himfelf  the  author  of  the 
plan  which  hid  been  defeated  ;  urg- 
ed the  wifdoni  of  drawing  leffons 
for  their  future  condudt  from  paft 
errors;  endeavoured  to  impire  frefli 
hope  from  the  experience  acquired 
by  their  late  mifcarriages ;  and  an- 
nounced the  formation  of  a  fecond 
plan,  on  another  principle  more  re- 
gular and  mettiodical.  M.  de 
Grave,  however,  who  has  declared 


*  Marat's  Ami  du  Peuple.  See  the  debate  in  the  affembly,  May  3d— Moni- 
teur,  May  4.-5. 

t  See  M.  Kochambeau's  letter  of  refignation. — Moniteur,  May  6th,  and  M, 
deQrave's  letter.  Appendix  to  Chronicle,  p.  113*. 
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that  he  refufed  to  have  any  concern 
in  the  former  orders,  refolved  no 
longer  to  make  himfelf  reiponfible 
for  meafures  which  he  did  not  ap- 
prove. He  wiflied  to  exchange  his 
office  for  the  foreign  department ; 
but  that  being  denied,  he  refigned. 
The  vacancy  which  he  had  thus 
made  in  the  council,  was  imme- 
diately filled  by  M.  Servan,  who 
before  the  revolution  had  diftin- 
gui{hed  *  himfelf  by  publicly  fpread- 
5ng  the  pew  popular  dodlrines  in 
the  army,  who  for  his  condudl  in 
1790  had  been  diimiffed  from  a 
place  at  court,  but  who,  enjoying  f 
the  favour  of  Madame  RolanJ,  had 
been  lately  introduced  by  Brifibt  to 
the  minifter  De  Grave  to  be  a  ma- 
nager of  the  war  under  him,  and 
was  now  recommended  by  M.  Ro- 
land  0  be  his  fucceflbr. 

The  new  plan  of  M.  Dumourier 
was  founded,  like  the  former,  on 
tlie  allured  hope  of  an  infurreflion 
in  the  Nertherlands.  But  the  at- 
tack was  to  be  made  in  greater 
fort-,  as  the  power  of  rf^iiilance  on 
the  other  fide  was  now  greater. 
An  Auitrian  army  of  confiderable 
ftrengtj  was  encamp.-d  in  the 
neighbourhocdof  Mods,  and  threat- 
ened theoppofiLe  frontiers  of  France, 
fo  as  to  make  it  hJg!  ly  imprudent 
for  Marlhal  Luckner  to  attempt 
any  operation  of  importance  with 
his  new  army,  where  it  fecmed  moft 
likely  to  be  fuccefsful,  in  Well 
Flanders.  M.  La  Fayette,  there- 
fore, repaired  to  Valenciennes  be- 
foie  M.  Rochambeau  had  adually 


given   over    the   command    to    M. 
Luckner,  that  he  might  there  con- 
fult  with  thofe  two  generals  upon 
the  moft  efFeftual  mode  of  co-ope- 
ration.      And,    an  event  occurred 
almoft  in  his  prefence,  which  fhowed 
the  neceffity  of  fome  movement  on 
his   part   to  fupport   M.  Luckner. 
The  poft  of  Bavay,   between  Va- 
lenciennes and  Maubeuge,  was  fur- 
prifed,  and  the  white  flag   hoilled : 
the    town    itfelf    was    faved    from 
plunder    by    the    exertion    of    the 
Auftrian  officers,  but  all  the  French 
infantry  there  Rationed  vvere  made 
prifoners,  and  a  quantity  of  forage 
feizt-d  and  carried  away,  with  little 
or  no  lofs  to  the  fuccefsful  party. 
At    the  conference    of    the    three 
generals,    it  v/as  ultimately    deter- 
mined, that   M.  La  Fayette  fhould 
change  his  head-quarters  from  Givet 
to  Maubeuge.     At  the  fame  time 
he  thought  it  neceffary  to  apply  to 
the  goverment  for  a  reinforcement. 
With  that  view  he  difpatched  two 
of  his  aid-de-camps,    M.   La    Co- 
lombe  and  M.  Bcrthier,  to  the  mi- 
nillcr  of  war,  by   whom  they  were 
referred    to    M.  Roland,    the    mi- 
nifter  of  the  home  department,  to 
arrange  with  him  the  choice  of  the 
battalions    then  in   the  neighbour- 
hood of  Paris,     But  inftead  of  giv- 
ing them   the  troops   required,  M. 
Roland  took  upon  himfelf  to  decide 
that  the  army  of  the    center   was 
ftrong  enough  already  :  and  when  the 
two  officers  obfcrved  in  reply,  that 
their  fuperiority  in  numbers  could 
not  be  too  great,  intimated  a  dif- 


*  Particularly  in  a  book  called  7'he  Citbiefi  Solaier.  Both  Madame  Roland  and 
Pvnnoiiriez  praife  it. 

■f  Vie  tie  Dumourlez.  Lib.  iv.  chap.  5.  torn.  ii.  p.  270.  The  author  fays, 
that  Servan  vv<is  recommended  to  the  king  by  M.  de  Grave  himfelf.  Formally  it 
may  have  been  fo  ;  but  Madame  Roland  fays,  the  appointment  originated  with  lier 
hufband.    Vol.  i.  p.  77.  Eng.Tranf. 
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trufl;  of  the  troops,  and  added,  that 
they  who  had  talked  fo  loudly  of 
fhedding  for  liberty  the  lall  drop 
of  their  blood,  had  been  very  un- 
willing to  filed  thefi.-ft;  the  mi- 
niftcr  immediately  broke  out  into 
an  invidious  vindication  of  the  fol- 
diery,  as  if  they  had  been  calum- 
niated by  their  officers,  and  heaped 
upon  the  latter  the  moll  injurious 
reproaches  0/  treachery  a.-id  cow- 
ardice. He  afterwards  thought 
proper  to  bring  a  charge  on  this 
fubjeft,  againil  the  two  aid-de- 
canips,  in  a  laboured  narrative  ad- 
drelTed  to  the  general.  But  M.  La 
Colombe,  in  a  language  of  llrong 
difdain,  denied  the  turn  which  had 
been  given  to  his  converfation  ;  and 
at  the  fame  time  M.  La  Fayette 
exprefled  his  difbelief  that  an  aid- 
de-camp  of  his  fhould  have  gone 
for  no  other  purpofe  than  that  of 
calumniating  the  French  nation, 
and  the  army  of  his  own  general, 
to  a  man  of  whofe  exiftence  he  was 
ignorant,  till  the  gazette  had  an- 
nounced him  as  a  miniller.  M. 
Roland,  in  a  liudied  reply  of  con- 
fiderable  length,  hinted,  that  the 
pupil  of  Waihington,  and  defender 
of  French  liberty,  talked  like  a 
courtier  under  the  old  govern- 
ment; and  he  held  up  himl'elf  as 
an  "  auftere  man,  grown  old  in  the 
"  application  of  the  principles  of 
"  philofophy,  and  known  in  the 
*'  world  of  fcience;"  he  fpoke  of 
the  intrigues  which  had  occafioned 
the  calamities  of  IVIons  and  Tour- 
ney;  to  an  infinuation  of  unconiH- 
tutional  views  in  his  party,  he  re- 
torted, that  he  knew  but  of  one  fac- 
tion within  or  without,  that  of  the 
enemies  of  equality ;  and  he  con- 
cluded by  warning  the  general,  that 
he  had  already  gone  too  far  to  re- 


cede ;  there  was  no  middle  path  for 
him  ;  he  muft  be  one  of  the  heroes 
of  the  revolution,  or  the  moll  in- 
famous of  the  French  name.  Here 
ended  this  paper  war ;  and  M.  La 
Fayette,  who  feemed  at  this  time 
to  have  been  more  intent  upon 
watching  the  Jacobins  at  Paris,  than 
the  Aullrians  on  the  frontiers,  foon 
had  his  attention  called  anotherway. 

On  his  departure  for  Valen- 
ciennes, he  had  ordered  M.  Gou- 
vion  to  direfl  his  operations  towards 
the  mLxed  territory  (principal/ 
that  of  Liege)  which  lies  between 
Givet  and  Philippeville,  fo  as  to 
be  always  within  reach  of  fheltcr 
under  the  cannon  of  the  latter  place. 
He  returned  juft  in  time  ^,  , 

to  fee  M.  Gouvion  fur-  ^^^^^  ^^Q- 
prifed  by  general  Sztaray  at  Hemp- 
tinne,  near  Florennes,  in  the  terri- 
tory of  Liege.  From  their  vici- 
nity to  Philippeville,  the  lofsof  the 
French  was  comparatively  fmall; 
but  three  pieces  of  cannon  were 
carried  away  in  triumph  by  the 
Aullrians. 

In  the  beginning  of  the  fucceeding 
month,  when  marlhal  Luckner  was 
preparing  to  move  on  his  enterprize, 
M.  La  Fayette  gradually  drew  hi* 
army  nearer  to  Maubeuge  by  the 
road  of  Philippeville  and  Beaumont, 
which  latter  place  he  fummoned  and 
took  without  refillance  ia  his  way. 
His  approach  towards  Mons,  and 
the  fituation  in  which  he  placed  his 
advanced  guard  of  4,000  men  at 
Betigny,  Bereilly,  Marcieux,  and 
Grifnelie,  while  M.  Luckner  was 
llill  at  Valenciennes,  gave  fonie  dif- 
quieiude  to  the  Aullrians,  It  was 
refolved  therefore  to  dillodge  M. 
Gouvion,  who  had  thrown  up  a  lit- 
tle entrenchment  at  Grifnelie,  about 
four  miles  and  a  half  in  front  of 
Maubeuge. 
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Maubeuge.  Accordingly  that  ge- 
y  1     neral  was  a  fccond  time 

juneiitii.  fuj.pj.ij-^d  ;  and  killed  by 
a  cannon  (hot  at  the  entrance  of  the 
village.  His  troops,  with  fome  lofs 
of  men,  tents,  and  a  magazine  of 
provifions,  took  refuge  under  the 
guns  of  Maubeuge,  where  M.  La 
Fayette,  as  the  Auftrian  accounts 
obferve,  remained  all  the  ti^me 
without  making  any  movement  for 
their  fupport.  He  fays  hlmfelf,  that 
from  tlie  wind  being  the  other  way 
he  did  not  hear  the  firing. 

In  the  mean  time,  M.  Luckner 
was  fi'ing  off  towards  Lifle  for  the 
purpofe  of  invading  Flanders  from 
that  quarter.  The  difcipline  of  his 
army  may  be  gathered  from  the 
circumftance  that  he  left  *  fix  hun- 
dred men  in  prifon  to  be  tried  for 
various  offences,  and  among  others 
for  very  indecent  and  flagitious 
condud  at  Orchies,  towards  Mi{s 
Nafli,  an  Englifli  lady  f ,  who  found 
no  proteflion  from  the  paffport  of 
the  marlhal  himfelf.  He  eltabJifhed 
a  camp  of  5,000  men  at  IMauIde,  on 
the  Scheldt,  for  the  purpofe  of  me- 
nacing Tournay ;  and  llill  more  to 
alarm  that  place,  as  well  as  to  cover 
his  real  defign,  he  formed  another 
at  Cyfcing,  on  the  road  from  Lifle. 
In  this  pofition,  fixing  the  attention 
of  the  enemy,  he  waited  the  event 
of  the  irruptiorj  which  was  to  be 
made  on  the  coaft  of  Flanders,  by 
general  Carle,  with  fix  thoufand 
men  from  Dunkirk.  At  the  mo- 
f  _  ,    ment  when  that  officer, 

juneibtn.  j^^^.^^g    pafled    through 


Fumes,  entered  Ypres,  M.  Luckner 
made  himfelf  malter  of  Menin,  with- 
out oppofition,  with  an  army  of 
between  twenty  and  thirty  thoufand 
men.  The  next  morning  he  ad- 
vanced towards  Courtray.  On  his 
march  he  was  encountered  by  co- 
lonel Mylius,  who,  though  with  a 
very  inferior  force,  gallantly  dif- 
puted  the  way,  but  was  compelled, 
after  a  fharp  though  fhort  en- 
gagement, to  retreat  with  the  lofs 
of  a  hundred-and-twenty  men,  and 
one  cannon.  This  little  afi^air  de- 
cided the  fate  of  Courtray.  The 
conquerors,  the  next  day,  pufhed 
forward  thtir  advanced  parties  as 
far  as  Deynfe,  eafily  dillodging  a 
fmall  body  of  Aullrians  which  was 
potted  at  that  place.  They  now 
feemed  to  threaten  Oudenard  and 
Ghent,  where  fome  popular  com- 
motions were  excited  by  the  de- 
mocratic faction.  The  whole  open 
country  between  Lannoy,  Bruges, 
and  BrufTels  was  in  a  manner  co- 
vered by  i\'l.  Luckner's  army,  while 
there  was  no  force  in  the  field  to 
prevent  the  male-contents  in  that 
quarter  from  joining  him  J.  But 
they  did  not  flock  as  he  had  ex- 
pe.5led  to  his  ttandard.  Even  at 
Courtray  the  acclamations  of  a  par- 
ty, when  he  entered  that  town,  was 
fucceded  by  a  fullen  and  melan- 
choly fadnefs.  Though  he  fhowed 
a  dittinguiftied  attention  to  the 
emigrants  from  Brabant  whom  he 
had  with  him,  trufted  them  with 
the  charge  of  Menin,  and  publicly 
prefented  them  with  fome  pieces  of 


*  See  M.  Luckner's  account  of  his  operations,  in  a  letter  from  Menin,  dated 
29th  June ;  in  the  Moniteur,  7th  of  July. 

f  See  State  Papers,  p.  302*,  and  letter  from  M.  Louis  Noailles,  Gazette  Uni- 
verfale,  May  29tfi. 

X  See  M.  Luckner's  letter  from  Menin,  datfid  xgth  June, 

I  artillery 
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artillery  taken  at  Courtray,  yet  he 
never  had  more  than  from  five  to 
fix  hundred  in  his  army,  and  thofe 
he  brought  with  him  from  France. 
Thus  difappoi-^ted  of  the  numbers 
on  which  he  liad  counted,  he  quickly 
drevv  back  his  troops  from  Deynfe 
to  Harlebeck,  and  dilpatched  an  aid- 
de-camp  to  Paris  for  the  purpofe  of 
foliciiing  reinforcements. 

While  he  ^as  waiting  in  uncer- 
tainty, and  dirtrafted  one  time  with 
reports  of  a  Pruffian  force  having 
marched  into  Ghent,  and  another 
time  with  intelligence  that  the  newly 
arrived  troops  of  the  enemy  were 
becoming  ftrong  in  the  eletSlorate 
of  Treves  and  the  dutchy  of  Lux- 
embourg, fo  as  to  point  their  co- 
lumns at  the  French  frontiers,  where 
they  were  uncovered  by  the  re- 
moval of  the  central  army  to  Mau- 
beuge  ;  the  Auftrian  generals  form- 
ed a  plan  to  drive  him  from  Cour- 
tray, and  if  poffible  cut  off  his  re- 
treat to  Lille.  With  this  view,  ge- 
neral Beauliea  made  a  rapid  march 
from  Tournay.  VVich  his  leftving 
he  took  poft  at  the  village  of  Vicht, 
midway  between  Uudcnard  and 
Courtray,  while  his  right  ftretched 
towards  Plarlebeck.  In  this  po- 
fuion,  he  fent  orders  to  colonel 
Mylius,  who,  h;iving  received  a 
reinforcement,  had  again  taken  pof- 
feffion  of  Deynfe,  to  advance  with 
his  whole  force  to  Harlebeck,  and 
drive  the  French  from  that  place. 
This  order  was  fuccefsfully  exe- 
cuted, and  the  Au'lrians  began  to 
re-ellab;ifli  the  bridge  over  the 
Lys,  for  the  purpofe  of  attacking 
Courtray  on  the  fide  of  Rouliellaer 
and  Bruo;es,  while  general  Clalr- 
fait  placed  himfelf  on  the  other 
fide,  fo  as  to  form  a  communiea- 
tion  with  general  Beaulieu,  and  at 
the  fame  time  threaten  the  retreat 


of  the  French  to  their  own  borders. 
But  the  operations  of  colonel  My- 
lius were  not  executed  without 
confiderable  oppofition  from  the 
French  army,  which  made  repeated  \ 
but  ineffedual  attacks  upon  his  poft. 
In  one  of  .hefe  flcirmiihes,  the  emi- 
grant Belgians,  as  they  were  called, 
luffered  very  confiderablv. 

Having  at  length  made  all  the  ne- 
ceffary  difpofitions,  general  Beau- 
lieu,  on  the  z()'.\\,  attacked  the  French 
advanced  poitd,  which  he  drove  back 
to  the  fuburbs  of  Courtray,  and  from 
thence  into  the  city,  notwithllanding 
a  heavy  fire  from  the  enemy's  bat- 
teries. The  place  was  now  unten- 
able. Aware  of  this,  and  appre- 
henfive  of  having  no  retreat  left  but 
by  the  way  of  Nieuport,  Furnes, 
and  Durnkirk,  in  the  face  of  a  vic- 
torious army,  M.  Luckner  dire£l- 
ed  his  advanced  guard  to  evacuate 
Courtray  the  fame  night  in  filence, 
and  fall  back  to  iVlenin,  from  whence 
the  whole  army  marched  to  the 
neighbourhood  of  Lifle. 

On  the  morning  preceding  this 
evacuation,  and  before  he  had  re- 
ceived marlhal  Luckner's  orders  to 
that  effeft,  general  Jarry,  com- 
mander of  the  advanced  guard,  or- 
dered the  fuburbs  of  Courtray  to  be 
burnt.  In  vindication  of  this  mea- 
fure  he  urged,  that  as  it  was  the 
conftant  practice  of  the  Auftrian  chaf- 
feurs  and  out-pofts,  under  cover  of 
the  night,  to  advance  and  lie  in 
wait  in  the  htdg^s  and  houfes  of 
the  fuburbs,  for  the  purpofe  of  af- 
faflinaring  the  French  foldiers,  he 
had  been  compelled  to  take  this 
obnoxious  ftep  in  his  own  defence. 
On  the  other  hand,  the  Auftrians 
did  not  lofe  the  opportunity  of  ren- 
dt^ring  the  invaders  as  odious  as 
poiTible  to  the  people  of  the  Ne- 
therlands. They  reproached  the 
Frenct 
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French  with  having  declared  an  un- 
juft  war,  entered  a  defencelcfs  ter- 
ritory, where  they  hadfeized  an  un- 
tenable town,  and  without  any  fuf- 
ficient  objecH:  wantonly  burned  the 
habitations  of  three  hundred  fami- 
lies. They  alfo  denied  the  truth 
of  the  excufe  affigned  for  this  con- 
duft.  This  aftion  was,  indeed,  fo 
direfl  a  contradiftion  of  the  cele- 
brated declaration,  by  which  the 
French  profefled  to  make  war,  not 
upon  cottages  but  palaces,  that  the 
national  afiembly,  apprehenfive  of 
alienating  from  its  interefts  thofe 
countries  which  it  affefted  to  libe- 
rate, decreed  an  indemnification  to 
the  fufFerers,  at  theinftance  of  mar- 
Ihal  Luckner. 

With  this  termination  of  the  fe- 
cond  plan,  ceafed  all  thoughts  of 
an  ofFenfive  campaign.  M.  Du- 
mourier,  who,  foon  after  M.  Luck- 
ner fet  forward  on  his  expedition, 
had  changed  for  the  war  depart- 
ment, before  the  retreat  of  that 
general,  retired  altogether  from  the 
king's  councils,  and  accepted  the 
fubordinate  command  of  the  lit- 
tle camp  at  Maulde.  His  fucceflbr 
was  M.  Lajard,  who,  together  with 
the  other  new  minifters,  was  taken 
from  the  party  of  La  Fayette.  With 
the  intention,  therefore,  of  bringing 
that  general  nearer  to  Paris,  for  the 
purpofe  of  overawing  the  jacobin 
faftion,  but  under  the  fpecious  pre- 
text of  ftationing  the  commander  in 
chief  in  that  quarter  where  the  ene- 
my feemed  moil  likely  to  penetrate, 
marfhal  Luckner  was  ordered  to 
take  poll  in  the  center,  and  M.  La 
Fayette  towards  the  north ;  each 
being  allowed  to  retain  his  own  ftafF, 
and  whatever  battalions  he  choie  to 
feleft.  Each  did,  in  truth,  retain  all, 
or  nearly  all,  his  own  troops.  Dur- 
ing the  march  to  efFeft  this  altera- 
tion in  their  pofuions,  both  armies 
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and  both  generals  were  faid  to  have 
met,  and  remained  to.jethcr  for  two 
entire  days,  at  an  internal  fituation 
not  more  than  fifty  leagues  from 
Paris;  a  circumftance  which  excited 
the  indignation  and  jealoufy  of  the 
oppofing  faftions.  La  Fayette  af- 
terwards eftablilhed  his  head-quar- 
ters at  Sedan,  and  Luckner  at 
Metz. 

The  conftant  fuperiority  of  the 
Aullrians,  with  fuch  very  unequal 
forces,  feems  to  leave  little  doubt  of 
the  iflue,  had  France  been  attacked 
the  preceding  fummer,  when  her 
army  was  firft  broken  in  pieces,  and 
before  time  had  been  given  to  the 
national  guards  and  the  new  levies 
to  acquire  the  little  difcipline  which 
they  fubfequcRtly  had  obtained.  It 
now  only  ferved  to  make  the  com- 
bined powers  confident  of  their  fu- 
ture fuccefs,  and  proportionately 
flow  in  their  immediate  prepara- 
tions for  ofFenfive  meafures ;  not  re- 
fiefting  that  every  fkirmifh  which 
did  not  efleflually  weaken  the 
French,  only  made  them  better  and 
more  Heady  foldiers.  Though  both 
La  Fayette  and  Luckner  had  ren- 
dered the  emigrants  of  Brabant  and 
even  of  Liege  fo  prominent  in  their 
operations,  yet  on  the  other  lide,  it 
was  a  conhderable  time  after  the 
declaration  of  war,  before  the  French 
emigrants  in  Brabant  were  allowed 
to  aiiemble  in  arms;  they  were  put 
under  fevere  regulations ;  nor  did 
any  of  them  adually  ferve  in  thofe 
early  engagements  which  have  been 
related. 

Much  of  this  erroneous  conduft, 
on  the  part  of  Auftria,  is,  perhaps, 
to  be  attributed  to  the  influence  of 
Louis,  who,  contrary  to  the  accu- 
fations  of  his  enemies,  never  inter- 
fered but  to  prefs  for  lenity  and 
conciliation  towards  his  people,  and 
who  never  thought  of  filencing  the 
clamours 
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clamours  of  the  factions  that  were 
feeking  his  deltru6tion,butby  avoid- 
ing all  juft  occalion  for  them.  He 
looked  forward  with  great  irquie- 
tiide  to  the  event  of  the  war,  and 
juftly  feared,  \cl\  if  the  force  and 
difcipline  of  the  combined  armies 
Ihould  finally  prevail,  as  then  feem- 
cd  probable,  the  Jacobins,  in  their 
defpair,  might  mall'acre  the  priells 
and  nobles  v.'ho  remained  in  France. 
Thefe  apprehenfions  he  communi- 
cated to  M.  Bertrand,  who  advifed 
the  fending  cf  a  confidential  pcrfon 
to  the  Emperor  and  king  of  Pruflia, 
for  the  purpofe  of  intrcating  them 
to  pollpone  the  commencement  of 
offenfive  meafures  againil  France, 
till  the  very  la!l  extremity,  and  if 
that  crifis  fhould  arrive,  to  declare, 
by  a  manifedo,  "  that,  forced  to 
take  arms  by  an  unjuft  attack,  they 
did  not  impute  that  aggreffion  ei- 
ther to  the  king  or  the  French  n?.- 
tion,  but  to  a  criminal  fadion  which 
opprcffed  both ;  confequently,  far 
from  departing  from  the  fenti- 
ir.ents  of  amity  which  united  them 
to  France,  that  their  intention,  on 
the  contrary,  was  to  deliver  that 
nation  from  tyranny,  and  reilore  it 
to  legal  order  and  tranquillity;  that 
they  had  no  view  of  interfering 
with  the  form  of  government,  but 
merely  to  fecure  to  the  nation  the 
right  of  adopting  that  which  fuited 
it  the  bell;  that  all  idea  of  conquefl 
was  foreign  to  their  thoughts;  that 
private  property  fhould  be  by  them 
equally  refpecled  as  national  pro- 
perty ;  that  their  majelties  took  all 
peaceable  and  faithful  fubjedls  un- 
der their  proteftion  ;  and  that  they 
confidered  as  their  enemies  tiiofe 
only  who  were  the  enemies  of 
France,  namely,  the  faftion  of  Ja- 
cobins, and  all  its  adherents."  For 
the  execution  of  iliis  iuipovtant  f=r- 


vice,  M.  Bertrand  named  M.  Mallet 
du  Pan,  who,  being  approved  by 
the  king,  was  directed  to  proceed 
to  Germany  by  the  way  of  Geneva. 
He  was  furnilhed  with  a  letter  of 
recommendation  to  the  marechal  de 
Caftrles,  and  by  him  was  to  be  in- 
troduced to  his  Imperial  majeily  and 
the  king  of  Prulha.  In  addition  to 
the  points  before  mentioned,  he  was 
charged  by  the  king  to  recommend, 
in  the  moll  earneft  manner,  to  the 
combiaed  fovereigns,  not  to  place 
the  emigrants  in  the  foremoil  ranks, 
but  rather  to  employ  them  in  gar- 
rifon,  that  they  might  return  to 
France  without  having  incurred  the 
reproach  of  fhedding  the  blood  of 
their  countrymen.  Mallet  du  Paa 
himlelf  has  given  a  fhorter  and  lefs 
dilrinft  account  of  his  negociation. 
The  king,  he  lays,  delired  that  the 
rupture  Ihould,  in  no  refpeft,  lofe 
the  charafter  of  an  ordinary  foreiga 
war  between  power  and  power,  and 
that  the  allies  fhould  not  allow 
themfelves  to  derogate,  in  any  man- 
ner, from  the  legiflative  independ- 
ance  of  the  nation.  With  thefe  in- 
llruclions,  whatever  were  the  pre- 
cife  terms  of  them,  he  repaired  to 
Frankfort  in  May,  where  the  mi- 
nillers  of  the  allied  courts,  as  well 
as  feveral  other  princes  and  llates  of 
Germany,  were  aflembled,  previous 
to  the  ek-ftion  of  a  king  of  the  Ro^ 
mans.  At  firlt  he  was  received  with 
fome  dillrult,  as  he  had  no  autho- 
rity under  the  king's  own  hand,  for 
fear  of  a  difcovery  ;  but  that  omif- 
fion  being  J  applied,  the  duke  of 
Brunfwick  andtheminillersno  long- 
er hefitatcd  to  confer  with  him  in 
the  moll  confidential  manner. 

Another  ad  of  impolicy  in  the 
proceedings  of  Aullria,  was  more 
immediately  lier  own.  The  coun- 
fellors    of   Francis  did    not   think 

it 
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it  neceflary  to  advife  f  xh  a  change 
of  meafures  in  the   government  of 
BnilTels,    as    might    conciliate    the 
minds  of  his  fubj'  ds  in  that  quarter. 
His    father   Leopold,  notwithiland- 
ino-    the  indemnity    which  he   had 
promifed,    had    dil'mifled    from  the 
fupreme  council  of  Brabant,  five  of 
the  leading  members  who  had  dif- 
tinguifhed  themfelves  in  the  oppo- 
fite  party  during  the  laft  civil  com- 
motions.    Thefe  the  eitates  of  Bra- 
bant, and  more  efpecially  the  third 
eftate,  wifhed  to  be  reilored  ;  upon 
which  condition,  they  were  ready 
to  grant  large  fubfidies,  to  vote  the 
arrears    which    had    not    been    re- 
ceived on  account  of  the  troubles, 
to  make  good  the  ftores  and  money 
then  confumed  and  fpent,   as  well 
as  to  fettle  a  liberal  allowance  on 
the    archduke    Charles.      But  the 
court  of  Vienna  declining  that  con- 
dition,   the  reprefentatives  of  the 
third  eftate  were  firm  in  poftponing 
the  fupplies,  againft  the  refolutions 
of  the  two  higher  orders ;  and  they 
were  encouraged  in  this  refiftance, 
by  popular  votes  and  addrefl'es  of 
various    cities    and  towns.      They 
only  yielded  with  reluctance,  when 
the  whole  country' was  filled  by  the 
Auftrian  armies.      It  v/as  perhaps 
from  an   unwife  refentment  of  this 
conduft,  that  their  young  fovereign 
did  not  vifit  them  to  be  inaugurated 
in    his   own    perfon,   while  in    all 
other  parts  of  his  own  dominions, 
he  w-as  apparently  ftudious  to  fhew 
himfelf  as  early  as  poiTible  to  his 
fiibjefts,  and  to  catch  their    affec- 
tions, by  the  fplendour,  the  gaiety, 
the  fcenes  of  pleafure,  and  adls  of 
grace  which  attend  a  coronation. 

This  ceremony  was  performed  at 
Buda,  the  ancient  capital  of  Hun- 
gary, on  the  fixth  of  June,  when  the 
king  confirmed  and  guaranteed,  be- 


fore the  members  of  the  diet,  the 
rights  and  privileges  of  that  nation. 
On  this  occafion,  the  fidelity  and 
love  of  the  noble  Huns  to  their  fo- 
vereign was  difplayed  in  a  manner 
not  lefs  ardent  and  energetic  than 
that  which  had  marked  tlie  days  of 
Maria  Therefa.  No  fooner  had  the 
king  concluded  his  addrefs  to  the  de- 
puties, than  they  drew  their  fabres, 
and  with  one  voice  folemnly  fwore 
to  maintain  his  rights  inviolable,  or 
perifh.  Nor  was  their  loyalty  con- 
fined to  empty  acclamations  and  ex- 
prefTions  alone.  Independent  of  the 
ufual  coronation  gifts  to  the  king 
and  queen,  four  millions  of  florins^ 
fix  thoufand  effe£live  men,  and  large 
fupplies  for  tlieufe  of  the  army  dur- 
ing the  war,  were  unanimouHy  voted. 
The  queen -confort  was  crowned 
four  days  after  the  king,  with  the 
accuftomed  ceremonies,  the  crown 
being  placed  on  the  right  ilioulder 
inftead  of  the  head. 

From  Buda,  the  king  haftened  back 
to  Vienna,  and  on  the  fifth  of  July, 
the  very  day  that  the  eleftors  of  the 
empire  chofe  him  king  of  the  Ro- 
mans, fet  out  for  Frankfort,  where, 
on  the  14th  of  the  fame  month,  lie 
was  crowned  emperor  with  more  than 
the  accuftomed  pomp  and  feftivity. 
Here  too  the  moft  aiFeftionate  at- 
tachment to  his  perfon  was  mani- 
felled  by  all  ranks  of  people.  They 
dwelt  with  pleafure  on  the  ingenu- 
ous expreflion  of  his  countenance, 
his  model:  demeanour,  his  gentle 
manners ;  and  they  beheld  with  pride 
the  iliuftrious  train  of  princes  and 
nobles,  French  as  well  as  German, 
who  came  to  congratulate  him  on  his 
elevation,  and  to  court  his  protection. 
During  his  fhort  ftay  at  Vienna, 
he  had  given  his  fanftion  to  a  fe- 
parate  declaration  againft  France, 
which  foon  after  his  departure  was 
publiftied 
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publifhed  in   his  name,  as  king  of 
Hungary  and  Bohemia.    There  was 
nothing  in  this  paper  materially  at 
variance  with  the  defires  of  Louis 
exprefled  through  Mallet  du  Pan.  It 
ftated ;  that  from  the  beginning  there 
had    been   a   manifeft  intention   in 
thofe  who  adlually  governed  France, 
to  force  the  court  of  Vienna,  by  a 
train  of  the  moll  infidious  and  of- 
fenfive  meafures,  into  a  war,  which 
the  latter  power,  by  repeated  expla- 
nations, and  a  conftant  tenor  of  pa- 
cific condufl,  had   in  vain  endea- 
voured to  avoid.  The  pretext  of  the 
affembling  of  emigrants  on  the  fron- 
tiers, was  confidered  as  too  grofs  to 
need  a  refutation,  fince  it  was  noto- 
rious that   the  French  government 
itfelfhad  given  its  public  thanks  to 
the  court  of  Vienna,  for  the  Heps 
it  had  taken  on  that  point.      The 
charge    relative  to  the  concert  of 
powers  was  treated  as  equally  futile. 
The  real  circumfbinces  of  ihis  con- 
cert, it    vvas  faid,    were    perfeftly 
known  to  all  Europe.     It  had  been 
formed  for  the  purpofe  of  reftoring 
to    France    her  legal    government, 
and  its  adive  cxiilence  had  ceafed 
at  the    moment  when  that    objeft 
feemed  to   be  attained.      Its  con- 
tinuance  was   declared  to  be  abfo- 
lutely  neceffary  to  the  fafety  of  the 
furrounding  ftates,    which  was  en- 
dangered by  the    example  and  the 
principles  of  France.   France,  it  was 
added,    might    at  any   time  have 
diflblved  it  entirely,  by  refpefting 
the  rights  of  other  powers,  and  by 
giving    to  its  own   government  a 
fafe   and  legal   form.     The  claims 
of  the   German   princes  in  Alface, 
were   faid  to  be  grounded  in  the 
firmeft  manner  upon  long  poiTeflion, 
guaranteed  by  the  moft  folemn  trea- 
ties, and  the   conduft  of  the   na- 
tional affembly,  in  arrogating  the 


right  of  being  at  once  both  judge 
and  party,  and  of  annulling  all 
treaties  contrary  to  its  own  preten- 
fions,  was  pointed  out  as  one  more 
attempt  to  deftroy  the  public  rights 
and  the  independency  of  nations. 
Yet  even  here  the  court  of  Vienna 
had  Ihevvn  its  fincere  defire  for  the 
continuance  of  peace ;  as  it  had,  on 
the  invitation  of  the  French  minifter, 
entirely  withdrawn  from  its  declara- 
tion the  claims  of  the  German  prin- 
ces, and  the  prefent  fovereign  of  Auf- 
tria  had  no  greater  concern  in  that 
queftion  than  any  other  member  of 
the  Germanic  body.  The  accufa- 
tion  of  having  armed  on  the  frontiers 
was  aflerted  to  be  totally  falfe  and 
unfounded.  The  court  of  Vienna, 
it  was  faid,  had  never  accompanied 
its  declarations  by  armaments  in  the 
manner  of  France ;  fince  the  year 
1790,  it  had  not  fent  more  than 
four  thoufand  men  to  the  Nether- 
lands, foas  to  make  up  10,000  men 
in  that  quarter,  while  the  French 
army  on  the  frontiers  confifted  of 
130,000,  nor  had  any  difpofition. 
been  made  for  any  further  increafe 
on  the  part  of  Auilria,  till  after  the 
14th  of  April,  when  the  conduft  of 
France  left  no  room  to  doubt  of 
her  intention?.  The  propofal  re- 
ciprocally to  difarm,  at  a  time  when 
France  alone  had  armed,  accom- 
panied with  a  demand  of  quitting 
the  concert  of  powers,  at  the  very 
moment  when  it  plainly  became 
more  and  more  neceffary,  was 
treated  as  a  mere  pretence  for  en- 
gaging the  French  nation  in  the 
aggreffion.  They  who  for  iix 
months,  it  was  retorted,  had  been 
employed  in  preparing  to  attack 
Germany  and  the  Low  Countries, 
now  complained  of  the  moderate 
precautions  taken  by  the  court  of 
Vienna  for  the  fafety  of  its  diftant 
dominions. 
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<iominions.  They  who  by  means  of  to  the  war,  had  been  officially  known 
every  kind  had  endeavoured  to  fe-  to  the  French  government,  and  he 
duce  the  ,\ullrian  troops,  and  who  exprefled  himfelfin  a  manner  agree- 
had  fomented  and  protefled  the  con-  ing  with  the  Auftrian  declaration, 
fpiracies  in  the  Netherlands,  now  on  the  more  enlarged  ends  and  ob- 
prefumed,  in  dire*^  contiadiftion  of  jefts  of  the  war. 
their  own  previous  telHmony,  to  Thcfe  reafons  applied  to  al!  the 
charge  the  court  of  Vienna  with  hav-  princes  of  the  Empire.  And  the 
5ng  siven  fupport  to  the  enterprizes  twoC.Lirts  haa  taken  fteps,  fo  early 
of  the  emigrants.  They  who  at-  as  the  17th  of  May,  to  unite  them 
tacked  and  vililied  all  lovercigns,  all  in  their  common  defence,  re- 
who  endeavoured  to  fubvert  all  go-  minding  them  of  the  afiociation  for 
vernments,  now  pretended  to  declare  that  purpolc,  which  they  had  adopt- 
that  the  fovcreienty  and  indepcn-  ed  on  the  propolkl  of  the  late  em- 
dency  of  the  French  nation  was  in-  peror  Leopold,  hoping  that  none 
jured.  The  declaration  concluded  would  withdraw  from  it,  and  even 
by  calling  upon  all  fovereigns  to  uiing  a  tone  of  menace  towards 
join  in  reprefling  the  infole;  .-  of  at;/  who  fliould  remain  neuter. 
France,  and  it  folemnly  arrai^^-ied  This  meafure,  however,  inftead  of 
the  abettors  of  fo  unjuft  an  attack  producing  the  eifed  intended,  only 
before  the  tribunal  of  the  univerfe  ^av'e    oflence.      The  minifters  of 


and  pofterity,  as  being  folely  anfwer- 
able  for  all  the  inevitable  calamities 
of  the  war. 

No  fooner  had  this  feparate  de- 
claration from  the  court  of  Vienna 
reached  Berlin,  than  another  was 
iflued  there,  which  Frederic  Wil- 
liam had  left  behind  him,  when  he 
fet  forward  on  his  way  to  Coblentz, 
about  the  time  that  Francis  arrived 
at  Frankfort.  It  was  a  brief  ex - 
pofition  of  the  particular  motives, 
which  compelled  the  king  to  take 
arms  againll  France.  The  grounds 
were,  that  he  was  an  ally  of  the 


Saxony  and  Hanover  oppofed  it, 
as  they  afterwardi  aid  the  formal 
decldr.ition  of  war,  which  the  new 
Em-  eror  foon  brought  regularly 
before  the  diet,  but  which,  notwith- 
flanding  the  variou.-^  aggrefiions  of 
France,  was  iiot  finally  ratified  till 
many  months  aft  r,  when  the  dan- 
ger was  near  an"'  imminent. 

While  Franc i;  remained  at  Frank- 
fort, the  lali  divifions  of  the  PrulTian 
troops  were  daily  palling.  None  of 
them  had  been  juc  in  motion  till 
near  the  middle  of  June,  when  the 
annual  reviews  were  over.  From  that 


Emperor,  againft  whom  war  had  period  they  had  been  conftantly  ad 
been  unjuHly  declared,  and  a  co-  vancing  in  five  columns,  by  five  dif- 
eltate  of  the  Empire,  which  had  ferent  lines  of  march,  to  the  French 
been  attacked  without  provocation,  frontiers.  The  main  body  proceed- 
in  the  injuries  done  to  the  German  ed  to  the  dutchy  of  Luxembourg  and 
princes  of  Lorraine  and  Alface.  in  the  electorate  of  Treves,  the  duke 
violation  of  the  treaty  of  Weftphalia,  ofBrunfvvick  having,  on  the  3d  of 


in  the  invafion  of  the  Auftrian 
Netherlands,  andof  Bafd  and  Liege. 
He  obferved  alfo,  that  his  perfect 
concurrence  with  the  court  of  Vi- 
enna, during  the negociation  that  kd 


July,  fixed  his  head  quarters  at  Co- 
blentz. Another  body,  joined  to  a 
much  larger  force  of  Auiirians,  af- 
fembled  in  the  Brifgau,  under  prince 
Hohenlohe,  At  the  fame  time,  the 
Auftrian 
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Auftrian  army  in  the  Netherlands, 
which  was  then  a^flually  command- 
ed by  the  duke  of  Saxc  Tefchen, 
was  reinforced,  and,  probably  with 
a  view  of  attradting  the  attention 
of  the  French  from  the  real  point 
of  the  principal  attack,  furprifed 
Orchies,  and  entrenched  themfelves 
with  ten  thoufiind  men  at  Bavay, 
Tanieres,  and  Malphqaet.  Bat 
after  occupying  thefe  polls  twelve 
days  without  occaUoning  any  move- 
ment of  the  central  army  from 
Sedan,  they  retired  within  their 
own  frontiers. 

Previous,  however,  to  the  con- 
mencement  of  operations  by  the 
Tnain  army,  it  war,  thought  proper 
that  the  fant^ion  of  the  two  allied 
monarchs  fhould  be  obtained  to  the 
final  plan  of  the  campaign,  and  the 
maniieltoes  which  fnould  precede  the 
army  on  its  entry  into  France,  For 
this  purpofe  a  meeting  was  ap- 
pointed at  the  palace  of  the  eledor 
of  Mentz.  The  Emperor  repaired 
thither  on  the  morning  of  tiie  19th 
from  Frankfort,  and  the  king  of 
Pruflla  arrived  on  the  evening  of  the 
fame  day.  They  remained  there  two 
days,  and  held  various  conferences, 
for  the  moft  part  attended  by  the 
duke  of  Brunfwlck,  and  fometimes 
by  other  generals  and  minillers. 

The  plan  of  the  intended  attack 
on  France  had  been  originally 
drawn  up  by  M.  Bouille  with  the  af- 
fillance  ofmarlhal  Broglioand  mar- 
fhal  Caftries.  It  v/as  at  the  exprefs 
defire  of  Frederic  William,  prepa- 
ratory to  the  interview  at  Pilnitz, 
that  the  French  general  undertook 
this  tafk.  He  was  foon  aft:r  called 
upon  to  give  fome  explanation  on 
this  fubje£t  to  the  emperor  Leo- 
pold ;  but  from  the  time  that  Louis 
the  XVIth  accepted  the  conftitution 
it  feems   to  have  been  wholly  ne- 
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glefted,  till  after  the  declaration  of 
war,'when  the  king  of  Prulfia  fentfor 
M.  Bouille  to  Magdebourg,  about 
the  latter  end  of  May.  It  was  there 
particularly  difculTed,  and  in  fome 
po.nts  altered  on  re-confideration 
with  the  duke  of  Brunfwick.  The 
kirsg  of  PruiTia,  who  was  to  be  the 
military  chief  of  the  alliance,  as  the 
Emperor  was  to  have  the  political 
conJ.uct  of  it,  nov^'  perfonally  com- 
municated the  plan  to  Francis  for 
his  approbation.  The  pofuion  of 
the  armies  fufficiently  indicated  the 
projefl  of  the  invafion,  and  it  will 
be  llp.ted  more  particularly  in  relat- 
ing their  march  into  France. 

The  projeil  of  a  joint  declara- 
tion, which  was  more  immediateljr 
within  the  Emperor's  province,  had 
long  been  under  confideration.  M. 
Mallet  du  Pan,  while  he  was  at 
Franckfort,  propofed  a  draft  of  one 
agr°eable  to  his  inrtruftions  from 
the  French  king.  It  was  difculTed, 
article  by  article,  in  concert  with 
the  duke  of  BrunAyick  and  the  mi- 
nivers of  the  combined  powers,  and 
being  finally  fettled,  as  was  then  fup- 
pofed,  the  fubitance  of  it  was  fe- 
cretly  communicated  to  M.  Ber- 
trand.  This  being  done,  M.  Mallet 
duPan,whoconfidered  his  million  as 
terminated,  returned  to  Switzerland. 
As  foon,  however,  as  M.  Bertrand 
heard  of  his  departure,  he  wrote  a 
letter  in  cypher,  defiring  him  to  re- 
turn to  Frankfort,  and  in  a  few  day* 
after,  another,  which  contained  frelh 
inftru£lions ;  but  neither  of  them  was 
received.  In  the  mean  time,  the 
internal  ftate  of  France,  on  which 
the  declaration  was  intended  to  ope- 
rate, had  been  confiderably  chan',jed 
for  the  worfe.  The  iocreafed  and 
perpetually  renewed  outrages  a- 
gainfl  the  name  and  perfon  of  the 
king,  the  attack  on  his  palace,  and 
[D  ^]  the 
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the  attempt  to  afiafiinate  him  on  the 
20th  of  June,  the  violent  fchifms 
amonsf  the  lacobins,  the  ilill  more 
violent  animolity,  approaching  to  an 
intelVme  war,  between  them  and  the 
Feuillans,  and  the  language  which 
the  latter  now  op-  nly  held,  more  and 
more  favourable  to  the  royal  caufe 
and  the  concert  of  powers  (all  uiiich 
it  will  be  neceflary  hereafter  to  de- 
velope  in  tracing  the  civil  hiflory 
of  this  eventful  period)  feemed 
to  leave  little  or  no  hope  from 
means  of  gentlenefs  and  manage- 
ment towards  the  Jacobin  faftion 
of  either  defcription.  Accordingly 
it  was  thought  right  to  counttra<5t 
terror  with  terror ;  and  a  declaration, 
intended  to  be  iffued  by  the  duke  of 
Brunfwick,  was  formed  on  a  icheme 
of  uniting  both  principles.  With 
the  conciliatory  flyle  which  Louis 
had  himfelf  advifed  to  be  cbferved 
tovvards  the  lound  part  of  the  na- 
tion, was  blended  a  tone  of  menace 
towards  the  jacobin  faction,  agree- 
ably to  the  plan  approved  the  year 
before  by  Leopold  *.  under  nearly 
fimilar  circumftanees ;  and  the  flib- 
iLance  at  leaft  of  this  new  manifelto, 
aswellasof  another,  to  be  publilhed 
on  the  part  of  the  allied  monarchs, 
was  faid  to  have  been  fettled  on  the 
very  day  of  the  Emperor's  coro- 
nation. Of  courfe  it  was  after- 
wards fubmitted  to  the  king  of  Pruf- 
iia,  and  received  his  approbation  at 
Mentz. 

Every  thing  being  thus  arranged 
for  the  campaign,  and  the  recent 
amity  of  the  two  courts  confirmed 
by  this  interview,  Francis  took  his 
departure  immediately  for  Prague, 
where  he  was  to  be  crowned  king 
of  Bohemia,  and  Frederic  William 
purfued  his  march  to  CoblentZj  where 


the  firfl  important  aft  done  was  ihi 
punlic.ition  of  the  manifeilo,  which 
had  been  agreed  upon,  in  the  name 
of  the  duke  of  Brunfwick. 

The  firlt  part  of  this  rtate  paper  f, 
which  attraifled  fo  much  attention, 
was  couched  very  nearly  in  the  terms 
recommended  by  M.  Bertrand.  It 
declared,  that  the  allied  courts  had 
the  welfare  of  France  alone  in  view, 
difclaiming  all  pretenfionsofenrich- 
ing  themielves  by  conquell,  and  not 
intending  in  any  manner  to  inter- 
fere with  the  internal  government  of 
the  country,  but  {imply  wlfliing  to 
deliver  the  royal  family  from  cap- 
tivity ;  and  that  they  would  protedt 
the  perfons  and  property  of  all  who 
efpouied  the  part  of  the  king.  But 
in  confonance  with  the  other  prin- 
ciple recently  adopted,  it  went  on 
to  denounce  the  moll  rigorous  pu- 
nifliment,  under  the  laws  of  war, 
againrt  all  who  ihould  oppofe  the 
eflbrts  of  the  combined  troops  in  the 
king's  fa/our;  and  the  inhabitants 
of  Paris  in  particular  were  called 
upon  to  fubmit  without  delay  totheir 
fovereign,  to  fet  him  at  full  liberty, 
anc'  infure  to  him  the  refpetldue  to 
the  inviolability  of  princes.  Ap- 
preheniive  of  intervening  outrages, 
the  commander  in  chief  further  de- 
clared, that  the  allied  monarchs 
would  make  the  members  of  the  na- 
tional aiTemblv,  and  all  perfons  in 
official  fituatlons,  perfonally  refpon- 
fible  for  every  event ;  threatening,  if 
the  leaft  violence  ihould  be  done  or 
offered  to  the  royal  family,  to  infii(5l 
the  moft  exemplary  punifliment,  and 
to  give  up  the  city  of  Paris  to  mi- 
litary execution. 

Shortly  after  the  publication  of 
this  paper,  a  fecond  J  appeared,  the 
principal  purport  of  which  was  to 


*  See  above  pp.  154-5.         f  See  State  Papers,  p.  *283. 


J  Ibid.  p.  286*. 
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announce,  that  the  fame  puniHiments, 
with  which  the  city  of  Paris  had 
been  menaced,  ihould  be  inflided  on 
all  towns  and  places  which  might  re- 
fufe  to  refcue  the  royal  family,  Hiould 
any  attempts  be  made  to  carry  them 
off  from  the  Thuilleries  by  force; 
a  fcheme  which  there  is  reafon  to 
believe  was  then  in  agitation  among 
the  partizans  of  Briifot,  if  they  had 
found  themfelves  too  weak  to  refill 
the  Auftrian  and  PrufTian  armies. 

The  great  anxiety  which  the  al- 
lies manifefted  to  afcertain  the  prin- 
ciples of  their  condud,  and  to  fet 
their  caufe  above  the  reach  of  ca- 
lumny, induced  them  ftill  to  ifl'iie  in 
their  joint  names  a  more  formal 
and  elaborate  manifello  *.  The 
execution  of  this  piece  is  mafterly. 
The  ftyle  is  ornamented  beyond 
what  is  ufual  in  the  official  kind, 
fpirited  and  pointed,  yet  fuftained 
with  dignity ;  3.nd  the  afTertions  are 
every  where  fupported  by  referen- 
ces to  notorioui  fads  and  public 
documents.  The  two  kings  repre- 
fent  themfelves  as  giving  to  all  mo- 
narchs,  and  all  individuals, the  great 
example  of  forgetting,  on  the  ap- 
pearance of  common  danger,  their 
ancient  divinons  and  their  private 
concerns,  that  they  may  attend  only 
to  the  public  good,  in  a  crifis  fo 
important,  of  v/hich  no  example  is 
to  be  found  in  hiftory  ;  and  they 
profcfs  to  have  thought,  that  on 
this  occafion  all  empires  and  all 
ftates  ought  to  be  unanimous,  and 
that  all  Sovereigns  could  not  fail  to 
unite  their  eiForts,  in  order  to  refcue 
3  numerous  nation  from  its  own 
fury  ;  to  preferve  Europe  from  the 
return  of  barbarity,  and  the  univerfe 
from  that  fubverfion  and  anarchy 
with  which  it  was  threatened.     A 


fuccinft  but  forcible  narrative  of  the 
French  revolutior  is  next  given.    It 
is  then  confidered  more   fyftemati- 
cally  in  its  principles,  under   four 
different  heads ;  as  it  peifonally  re- 
garded the  French  monaich  ;  as  it 
regarded    the    French  nation ;    fo- 
reign powers  who  had  poffeflions  in 
France  ;  and  more  generally,  all  the 
nations  in  the  great  commonwealth 
of  Burope.     The  aclual  fituation  of 
the  French  king  is  pointed  out,  and 
the  meafures  which  led  to   his  vir- 
tual dethronement  and  captivity,  as 
well  as  the   more  flagrant  outrages 
againft  his  perfon  and  family,  are 
concifely  enumerated.    The  ftate  of 
the  nation  under  the  moft  oppreilive 
and  ferocious    anarchy    is    power- 
fully defcribed;   the  nation  itfelfis 
abfolved  from  the  crimes  of  which 
it  is  truly  faid  to  have  been  the  vic- 
tim ;  and  the  allied  kings,  attefting 
God  that  they  had   no  intention  of 
employing  their  forces  to  introduce 
defpotifm,  to  ferve  the  caufe  of  pri- 
vate vengeance,  or  to   occafion  a 
public    bankruptcy,   refer    for  the 
explanation   of  their  real   views  to 
the  king's  own  declaration  f  on  the 
20th  of  June  1791,  and  recite   at 
large  the  affecting  addrefs  in    the 
clofe  to  the  inhabirants  of  Paris,    In 
confiderincr  the  conduft  of  the  na- 
tional   affembly     towards     foreign 
princes  who  had  poffeffions  in  France, 
the  feizure  of  Avignon  is  ftiongly 
infifled  upon,  in  addition  to  the  in- 
juries and  at::;reffions  mentioned  in 
former  declarations.     But  the  mofl 
important  point  of  view  is    jullly 
affirmed  to  be  that  which  related  to 
all  nations,   and  the  tranquillity  of 
Europe.     *'  The  ambition  ofacon- 
"  queror  (it   is  well  obferved)  has 
"  its  limits,  and  his  views,- when 


♦  See  State  Papers,  p,  *%%<j. 


t  See  above,  p.  15S-9. 
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*•  known,  eeafe  to  be  dangerous; 
••  but  a  planned  fyftem  of  anarchy, 
"  which  tends  to  diffolve  all  poli- 
•'  tical  fociety,  abounds  with  inex- 
*'  preflible  danger ;"  an  obferva. 
tion  which  is  then  ably  developed 
in  its  application  to  the  French  re- 
volution. The  manlfefto  concludes 
with  an  exprefs  renunciation  of  all 
views  to  perfonal  aggrandizement, 
and  a  fhort  but  explicit  avowal  of 
the  fame  intentions  with  regard 
both  to  protedion  and  punifhment, 
which  had  before  been  declared  by 
the  duke  of  Brunfwick.  Itdeferves 
to  be  read  entire,  and  to  be  care- 
fully weighed.  No  fpecific  anfwer 
was  ever  given  by  the  French  go- 
vernment. 

The  French  princes  alfo  appear- 
ed, and  now  for  the  firit  time,  as  a 
fort  of  independent  power  in  the 
confederacy.  Their  credit  with  fo- 
reign courts  had  been  long  refilled 
with  effed  by  M.  Breteuil,  under 
powers  which  had  been  formerly 
given  to  him  by  Louis  the  XVlth ; 
but  on  the  confidential  mifiion  of 
Mallet  du  Pan,  who  was  addrefled 
to  Marfhal  Callries,  inftead  of  M. 
Breteuil,  it  was  clearly  afcertained 
that  thofe  powers  were  wholly  with- 
drawn ;  and  foon  after,  the  plan 
of  the  campaign,  as  far  as  they 
were  concerned,  underwent  an  ef- 
fential  alteration.  The  king  of 
PnifTia  yielded  to  the  inftances  of 
M.  Bouille  at  Magdebourg,  that 
they  fhould  enter  France  with  the 
combined  armies,  inftead  of  remain- 
ing behind,  on  the  right  bank  of 
the  Rhine,  as  had  been  originally 
determined.  At  the  fame  time  he 
fent  them  a  fym  of  money  to  a  (lilt 
their  preparations,  and  appeared  in 
all  things  to  take  a  warm  part  in 


their  interefts.  On  his  anivaly  he 
treated  them,  and  all  the  unfortunate 
fufterers  in  the  roya!  caufe,  with 
difiinguiflied  honour  and  relpedl  *. 
Coldly  as  ihey  had  oeen  received  in 
fome  countries,  neglefted,  barely 
tolerated,  or  even  indiredtly  perfe- 
cted in  others,  they  were  captivat- 
ed by  his  gracious  behaviour,  and 
with  the  vivacity  of  French  imagi- 
nations faw  in  his  ftature,  his  mili- 
tary air,  and  the  dignified  manner 
with  which  he  prefented  himfelf,  the 
promife  of  a  hero  at  leaft  equal  to 
his  great  predeceflbr.  Nor  did 
they  feel  lefs  enthufiafm  for  the  duke 
of  Brunfwick.  His  reputation  as 
the  firft  general  in  Europe  feemed  to 
give  a  new  affurance  of  that  vldory 
which  they  were  previoufly  but  too 
much  difpofed  to  confider  as  fure, 
and  he  had  endeared  himfelf  to 
them  by  the  modcfty  with  which  he 
flattered  their  national  vanity.  In 
alluding  to  a  check  which  he  had  for- 
merly met  from  the  prince  of  Conde, 
and  a  defeat  from  marflial  Broglio. 
"  I  have  juft  palTed,"  faid  he,  in  his 
firft  meeting  with  thofe  illuftrious 
generals,  "  over  a  country  covered 
"  with  your  exploits." 

It  was  not  long,  however,  before 
they  began  to  entertain  diftruft  and 
jealoufy  of  thofe  to  whom  they  were 
to  owe  their  re-eftabli(hment  in  their 
own  country.  They  almoft  feared 
their  own  fuccefs  with  fuch  friends 
and  protedors ;  and  their  alarms 
broke  out  into  open  murmurs  on 
the  appearance  of  the  manifeftoes. 
They  remarked  with  much  affliftioa 
and  difmay,  that  in  all  thefe  papers 
no  mention  whatever  was  made  of 
the  princes  and  nobility  of  France. 
In  confequence,  a  feparate  declara- 
tion was  publiflied  by  the  feven  prin- 


*  See  Quelqurs  Details,  &c.  See.  Sec. 


ces 


HISTORY     OF    EUROPE.        [421 

CCS  of  the  houfe  of  Boarbon,  in  a  difiivowing    and    deprecating  as  a 

language    of    more    animated    elo-  bafe    and    unworthy   calumny,    the 

quence,  but   with   lets  o.'ficial  gra-  fpirit  of  refentment  and  vengeance 

vity  ;  thpy  brought  forward  nearly  attributed  to  the  princes  and  nobles, 

the  fame  topics  a-,  the  manifefto  of  they   declared    the    fentiments   ex. 

the  ccmbinei  fovereigns,    painting  prelTed  in   their  public  letter  to  the 

vi:h  lively  colours  the  unremitting  king,  on   the  loth  of  September* 

ex'^-riions  and  facrifici--.  of  the  king  1791,    to    be   unchangeable;    call- 

forhii  people,  theperpetual  outrages  ed    in    an   afreftionate    manner  on 

heaped    upon  hi.n   by  tiic  fadious,  all    true  Frenchmen   to   unite  with 

and  the  hideous  ruin  of  tiic  country  them  in  putting  an  end  to  that  tcr- 

under  their  dom. nation.     Pointedly  rible  illuiion,  which  under  the  name. 

*  In  the  State  Papers,  p  314.*,  this  letter  is  erroneoudy  dated  the  toth  of  DB" 
\cemher.  The  fjurce  of  this  miliake  x'' us  m  iiiing  Debrett's  State  Papers  as  a 
I  copy  for  t!ie  pret's,  after  the  geneiul  tidclity  of  the  tranllation  in  that  colleciion  had 
I  been  afcertuiiiej.  The  followlnLij  are  the  principal  paflages,  in  which,  after  no- 
jticing  tne  calumnies  then  propagated  againlb  them,  the  princes  explain  their  own 
[views,  and  thofe  of  the  two  I'overei^  jis  who  ligneJ  the  declaration  at  Pilnitz. 
I"  S.re,  the  intentions  cf  the  powers  who  will  give  you  their  affirtance  are  as  Ji- 
"  rei^t,  as  pure,  as  the  zeal  which  has  induced  us  to  iblicit  it  ;  they  have  nothing 
**  dreadful  either  for  the  Hate  or  for  your  people.  It  is  not  to  attack  them  ;  it  is 
"  to  render  them  the  moll  fignal  of  all  fervices,  th.it  they  would  fnatch  them  f-om 
**  the  Jefpotifm  of  dema^cgi.es,  and  the  calamities  of  anarcliy.  You  are  willing 
"  to  confirm  more  than  ever  the  liberty  of  your  ilibjefts,  when  the  feditious  have 
"  fei7ed  upon  yours  ;  wh.it  wc  may  do  to  reilore  it  to  you,  with  the  meafure  of 
"  authority,  which  lawfully  belongs  to  you,  cannot  be  fuf"pe(5ted  of  any  oppredive 
'*  wifli.  On  the  contrary,  to  repiefs  licentioufnefs  is  to  avenge  liberty  j  to 
*'  re-eftablilh  the  public  force,  without  which  jio  nation  can  be  free,  is  to  free  the 
•'  nation.  Fhefe  principles.  Sire,  are  yours;  the  fame  fpirit  of  moderation  and 
••  benevolence  which  ciiara^terifes  your  ailions,  wiil  be  always  the  rule  of  our 
"  condiitl;  it  is  the  fo'.ii  of  all  onr  meaiiires  at  foreign  courts;  and  as  the  de- 
"  pofiiaries  of  ihofe  pofuive  tettinioii?s,  of  views  equally  generous  and  equitable, 
"  we  ca  1  guarantee,  ihat  thjy  have  no  other  defire,  than  that  of  putting  you  in 
'•  pofTefllon  of  tlie  government  of  your  ftites,  thai  your  people  may  enjoy  in 
'  peace  the  blelfings  which  you  have  deltined  for  them.  If  rebels  oppofc  to 
^'  this  defire  a  conceited  and  blind  rehftance,  which  may  fci*ce  foreign  armies  to 
•♦  enter  your  kintrdom,  they  only  will  have  brought  them  there ;  to  them  alone 
"  let  the  guilty  hlooJ  be  imputed,  which  it  may  be  necelTary  to  Ihed  ;  the  war 
"  will  be  their  work;  the  end  of  the  confederated  powers  is  only  to  fupport  the 
"  found  part  of  the  nation  againft  the  delirious,  and  to  extinguifli  in  the  bofbm 
"  of  the  kingdom  that  volcano  of  fanatiiifm,  tha  propagated  eruptions  of  which 
"  menace  all  empires." 

And  again,  towanli  the  conclufion  of  the  letter,  entering  a  formal  proteft  fot 
he  king,  for  the  people,  for  religion,  for  the  funiamental  maxims  or  the  mo- 
larchy,  and  for  all  the  ort'ers  of  the  ftate,  they  lay,  <'  We  will  proteft  for  you, 
'  and  in  your  name,  againft  what  can  only  bear  its  falfs  imprefTion.  Your  voice 
'  being  ftifled  by  opprellion,  we  (hall  be  its  neceffary  organs  ;  ar.d  we  exprefi 
'  your  real  lentiments,  as  they  exift  in  the  oath  of  your  accelTion  to  the  throne, 
'  xs  they  have  appeared  in  the  ailions  of  your  whole  life,  as  they  have  be<n 
'  difplayed  in  the  declaration  whick  you  made  at  the  firit  mo.ment  that  yeu  be- 
*  iieved  yourf«lf  free," 
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of  liberty,  had  for  more  than  three     oppreffiort  which  had  Ilifled  his  ge- 
years  been  pvodufttve  only  of  mi-     iiuine  voice,  it   exprefsly  acknow 


fery  and  crimes.  Though  they  did 
not  direftly  afTume  the  regency, 
yet  confidering  thcmfclves  war- 
ranted by  the  king's  captivity  to 
iflue  orders,  they  enjoined  the  troops 
to  repair  to  the  royal  ftandard  which 
they  had  raifed,  and  all  command- 
ers of  fbrtreffes  and  garrifon-towns 
to  furrender  on  the  firfl:  fummons 
from  them  in  the  king's  name ; 
but  they  concluded  by  fervently 
praying  that  their  great  ohjeft  might 
be  attained,  not  by  the  efFufion  of 
blood,  but  by  the  returning  reafon 
and  loyalty  of  thofe  who  had  been 
fo  unnappily  mified,  and  that  the 
fear  of  the  menaces  denounced  by 
the  allied  fovereigns  againft  the  city 
of  Paris,  if  any  violence  or  infult 
Ihould  be  offered  to  the  king,  the 
queen,  or  the  royal  famil;  ,  might 
reftrain  the  feditious  and  turbulent 


ledges  and  reafferts  for  his,  the  de- 
claration which  he  made  (as  they^ 
defcribe  it)  at  the  firfl;  moment  when, 
he  believed  himfelf  free ;  and  it 
bears  tellimoi-y  alfo  to  the  motives 
of  the  allies,  as  having  no  other  de- 
fire  than  that  of  putting  Louis  the 
X\''Ith  again  in  pofleffion  of  the 
gflvernment  of  his  ftates,  that  his 
people  might  enjoy  in  peace  the 
blelhngs  which  he  had  dellined  for 
them. 

If  we  give  credit  to  the  combined 
powers  and  the  French  princes  for 
having  been  (incere  in  thefe  profef- 
fions,  there  is  certainly  no  juftice  in 
the  reproaches  with  which  all  of  the 
republican  party  throughout  Europe 
have  not  ceafed  to  load  them  I'hey 
engaged  themfelves  in  the  face  ol 
the  world,  that  if  they  fhould  fuc- 
ceed,  they  would  only  endeavoiir  tc 


of  the  capital  from  perpetrating  that     carry    into  effect  the  principles  and 


atrocit}',  the  very  thougiit  of  which 
made  the  heart  recoil. 

The  letter  here  fo  emphatically 
confirmed  by  the  French  princes,  is 
that  which  accompanied  the  copy 
of  the  convention,  figned  by  the  two 
fovereigns  at  Pilnitz,  and  which  was 
known  at  Paris  before  the  difiblu- 
tion  of  the  firfl  affembly.  The  fen- 
timents  which  it  contains  are  in  per- 
fect unifon  with  the  tenor  of  the  ma- 
Tiifeflo.  It  aflures  the  king,  on  be- 
half of  his  brothers  and  the  other 
Bourbons  who  figned  it  with  them, 
that  the  fame  fpirit  of  moderation 
and  benevolence,  which  charafte- 
vized  his  adions,  would  be  always 
the  rule  of  their  conduct,  as  it  was 
the  foul  of  all  their  meafures  at  fo- 
reign courts.  While  it  foiemnly  pro- 
tefls  in  the  king's  name  againft  the 


views  w  hich  the  king  himfelf  had  de- 
clared, when  he  withdrew  from  Pari; 
the  preceding*  year;  andthoie,ii.ha; 
been  already  obferved,  held  forth  the 
eflablifliment,  not  of  a  defpotilin,  bui 
of  a  limited  monarchy ;  the  accept 
ance  of  fome  new  conftitution  to  b( 
fettled  with  the  ftates  general  fitting 
in  perfedl  freedom.  It  is  true,  th( 
details  of  fuch  a  lyftem  as  wouh 
have  been  approved,  were  never  de 
finitively  laid  down  ;  perhaps  too 
they  could  not,  confiftently  eithe 
with  prudence  or  propriety,  as  cir 
cumllances  mull  ever  in  fuch  quel 
tions  have  overruling  influence,  am 
the  v.hole  v/as  to  be  fubmitted  t 
the  ancient  legillature  of  the  king 
dam.  Something,  however,  of  th 
outlines  does  appear:  for  in  thr 
paper  which  was  to  be  the  grounc 


*  See  above,  p.  Js8-9,r 
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work  of  all,  the  king  particularly  tended  to  produce  '.vas  frullrated  fcr 

acknowledged  the  risjht  of  the  liates  ever.     All  the  different  divitions  of 

general   to   the   perpetual  controul  the  Jacobin  faftion  uniting  againll 

of  the  public  purfe ;  and  the  offejs  the   monarchy,   at  length,  after  re- 

which  he  had  made  to  his  people  on  peated  failures  of  plots  as  often  re- 

tlie   23d  of  June  1789,  were  more  fumed,    had    attacked    the    palace, 

than  once  mentioned,  net  indeed  as  niallacred  the  guards,  imprifoned  the 

binding  upon  him  in  all  points,  but  royal  family,  and  with   the   throne 

.as   generally  canfonanc  to  his  own  overturned    tlie   conititution   which 

i'lee  judgment.  had  been  made  at  the  expcnce  of  fo 

But  in  the  very  moment  that  the  many  crimes,  and  to  which  all  had 

laft  declaration  of  the  princes  rcacii-  fo  repeatedly  been    called   upon   to 

ed  Paris,  the  efieii  which  it  was  in-  fwear  inviolable  fiJeruy. 


CHAP.    xvr. 

Ci'vil  hijloi-y  of  Tranct  refianed.  Arts  of  the  "Jacohin:  to  hiacl-en  the  charaHer 
of  the  king.  _  M.  Narbonne  negociates  for  the  Jilence  of  Briffot  and  Con- 
dor cet.  Libel  of  the  fQr7ner  ago/uiji  the  king.  M.  Bertrand  mo'ves  in  the 
council  for  the  profeaition  of  the  author.  Is  o^jirruled.  Infolent  letter  from 
the  prefdent  of  the  national  a/J'embly.  M.  Bertrand propojes  the  form  of 
an  ajftver.  It  is  refolved  not  to  notice  the  affront,  jittempts  of  the  king 
to  gain  the  affections  of  his  people.  Report  of  a  plot  to  carry  off  the  king. 
Contradicted  by  him.  I^cgcciaiion  for  forming  a  royalif  party  in  the 
affembly.  It  is  frujlrated  by  the  indifrction  of  M.  Narbonne,  n.i:ho,on  being 
reproached  for  his  conduct,  exprejfes  his  intention  to  refign.  His  colleagues 
endea-vour  to  conciliate  him,  but  -.without  effid.  It  i^  judged  nee effary  that 
M.  Bertrand  Jhould  refign.  He  dra-Tvs  up  a  -vindication  of  his  conduSi, 
in  niohich  he  lays  open  the  defeds  of  the  ne  lu  conflitution.  It  is  circulated 
'very  extenfuely,  and  njjith  great  eff'ed.  Diffolution  of  the  miniftry.  M. 
Dumourier  chofen  fiiinijhr  of  the  foreign  department.  M.  Lacojte  mi- 
vijltr  of  marine.  M.  Duranthon  mmijler  of  jujlice.  M.  Cla-'Jiere 
jninifer  of  f  nances,  and  M.  Rolmid  of  the  home  department.  Drefs 
(ind  manner  of  the  latter.  Short  account  of  Madame  Roland.  The  king 
announces  the  nomination  of  the  neiv  minijlcrs  to  the  ajjeinhly.  Plan  of 
the  litarfeillefe.  M.  Wittgenjlein  appointed  to  command  in  the  South. 
Rejigus,  and  is  replaced  by  M.  Momefquiou.  Roland  neglecJs  to  bring  the 
banditti  cf  Avignon  to  trial.  Rc-vie'w  of  the  Ji  ate  of  the  clergy.  Perfe- 
Ciition  againji  them  in  the  different  departments.  Their  nncxi eptionable  beha- 
'Vicur.  Injtances  of  fortitude  and  piety  in  the  louver  orders.  Favourable  report- 
of  M.  Caycr  de  Ger-ville  on  the  clergy.  Dcpartme>it(il  laivs  againji  th,m 
annulled.  Roland  exerts  bimfelf  againji  them.  Ambition  of  the  lo-jocr- 
orders,  and  its  ill  confcquences.  T/:c  king  appoints  M.  I leinieu  governor 
to  the  dauphin.  His  letter  to  the  ajjcmlly.  Debates  in  the  a-Tembly.  Secret 
fervice  money.  Peiion,  Louvet.  State  cf  the  council.  Coldncfs  betvjten 
Roland  and  Dumourier,  Briffot  and  his  Jri-.'nds  partly  ivithdravj  from  the 
jacobin  club.  Roberfpierre.  Danton.  His  ccnnedion  -ivith  Orleans.  Povoer 
of  the  jacobin  club.     Arts  of  the  Jacobins  to  get  rid  of  the  kin£?s  guards, 
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and  o-veraive  the  national  guards  cf  Paris.     Pretence  of  an  Aujirian  Cem- 
tnittee.     Momoro's  fpeech  at  the  bar   of  the  ajje?nhl\\      He  is  compelled  to 
retire.      Street   orators   deteiled  picking  the  pockets  ofiheir  auditors,     M. 
Jjnard  denounces  the  Aujirian  committee  to  the  af'emkly.     His  inflammatory 
fpeech.     He  propofes  an  indecent  remonftrance  to  the  king.     Suhjeti  difmiffed 
by   a   call  for  the  order  of  the  day.     Carra  denounces  M.  M.  Bertrand  and 
Montmorin  in  his  ne-xvs-paper   and  at  the  jacobin  club  as  members  of  the 
Auflrian  committee.     He  is  profcuted  for  this  njjertion    by  M.  Bertrand. 
Proceedings  on  this  occafion.      M.    M.   Merlin,  Bazire,  and  Chabot,  named 
by   Carra   as   his  authors.     They  refer  to  papers  in  the  pojjejjion  of  the  com- 
mittee of  fuperintendence  for  their  authority.     M  la  Rinjiere  applies  to  the 
tifjemhl^  for   the  necejjary  papers.      Speecf^  of  M.  Fauchet.     Debate  en  M. 
la  Riviere^ s   application.     He  ifius   'warrants  to  bring  the  three  members 
before  him.       M-    Bazire   alone   confents   to   anfxver   interrogatories.      The 
members  complain  to  the  afjembly.     M.  la  Ri-viere  ordered  to  the  bar.     His 
defence.     His   conduct  is  referred  to  the   committee  of  leglflation  to  decide 
upon.     Tumult uou!   debates   the  next  day  on  this  fuhjeSi.     A  decree  of  accw 
fation  pafed  againji  M.  la  Ri-viere.      He  is  fent  ic  Orleans.     Three  members 
of  the  ajjenibly   denounced  as  aciing  in  concert  nvith  him.      They  refute  the 
charge.     The  king  ginjes  orders  for  a  profecution  on  the  fuhjeil  of  the  A:f- 
trian  committee.     Gives  notice  of  it   to  the  afemhly,  and  requefls  the  necef- 
fary  papers.      The  conf deration   of  his   letter  adjourned.       Genfonne  and 
Brijjot  denounce  the  king's  letter,  and  the  Auflrian  committee.     Speeches  of 
Cenfcnne  and    B'iJJot   ordered  to   be   printed.       Rumour  circulated  of  the 
Ring's  intention  to  ejcape.     Paper  ivar  bet-iueen  the  ki?ig  and  Pet  ion.     Cha- 
bofs  afertion  of  a  plot  formed  to  diffol've  the  affembly.     Bazire  pledges  him- 
Jelf  to  jnonje  the  dtfianding  of  the  king's  guards.     Sittings  of  the  ajjhnbly 
Jeclared  perm.anent,  and  the  guard  of  Paris  doubled.      Petion^s  fpeech  at 
the  bar  on  the  tranquil  fate  of  Paris.     Riot  at  the  palace.     M.  Bazire' s 
motion  againfl  the  king's  guards.      The  queflion  pnflponed  till  the  e'vening, 
yioient  debates  on  the  Juhjed.     Some  members  fent  to  the  Abbaye.      The  de- 
cree is  carried.     Decree  of  ace  ufat  ion  again/}  M.  Brijj'ac.      The  king  fane - 
tions  the  decree  againfl  the  guards.     M.  M.  Bertrand  and  Montmorin  pub' 
lijh  a  refutation  of  the   charges  made  again]}  them.     Their  great  fuccefs, 
Chabot' s  denunciation  of  the  Auflrian  committee.     His  fpeech  and  papers 
b)  ought  in  proof .      He  is  interrupted  on  account  of  his  inflammatory  manner. 
His  papers  in  general  are  referred  to  the  committee  ;  and  th"fe  refpeEting  La 
Fayette,  and  the  other  generals^  demoted  to  Public  contempt.   M  Merlin  brings 
foriuard  a  docunfcnt  againfl  M.  Di<pcrt-du-Tertre.    It  is  uni-verfally  repro- 
bated.  State  of  the  royal  family.    Meafures  taken  by  the  king  for  his  oivn 
fccurity,      Fefli-val  in  honour  cf  Simoneau.    Louis  recei^'es  from  M.  Delefjart 
a  detailed  accomt  of  the  ccnfpiracy  againfl  him.     His  anfi.ver,  declaring  bis 
determination  to  be  fait  If ul  to  the  conflitution,  as  the  only  means  to  defeat  his 
enemies,     Ojjer  of  La  Fayette  to  the  king  nat  accented. 

THE  temper  which  was  early     anarchical  faflions  through  the  fec- 
difplayed  by  the  majority  in     tions  of  Paris,  the  jacobin  clubs,  and 
the  national  affembly,  the  conllant     all  the  licence  of  the  prefs,  to  ri- 
efForts  of  the  whole  republican  and    dicule,  vilify,  and  overturn  the  go- 
vernment 
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vcrnment  and  the  monarchy  itfelf ; 
the  iirft  fuccei's  of  ihofe  efforts,  and 
the  {hock  which  they  gave  to  the 
adminiili-ation  of  M.  Duport-du- 
Tertre,  by  forcing  out  M.Montnio- 
rin,  M.  Duportail,  <"nd  M.  Theve- 
nard,  have  been  ah-eady  related. 
Two  ot  the  miniHers  who  fucceed- 
ed,  M.  Ciyer  de  Gerville  and  M. 
Narbonne,  Teemed  for  a  while,  by 
their  popularity,  to  give  fome  fup- 
port  to  the  tottering  cabinet  into 
which  they  were  a'.-lmltted.  This, 
however,  was  not  of  long  duration; 
and  though  fome  of  the  circum- 
ftancos  which  contributed  to  impair 
their  credit,  and  feveral  of  the 
changes  which  followed,  have  been 
incidentally  touched  before,  in  de- 
tailing the  npgociations  that  led  to 
the  war,  and  the  events  of  the  firft 
hoililities,  yet  it  will  be  necefiary 
here,  in  dev<.*'oping  the  internal 
caufes  which  immediately  haftened 
the  ruin  of  the  monarchy,  to  take 
a  regular  and  fyftematic  view  of  the 
fubjeft,  from  the  period  immediately 
preceding  the  fall  of  M.  Duport- 
du-Tertre,  and  his  colleagues. 

The  attack  of  the  factions  upon 
the  throne,  during  the  time  of  the 
fecond  aflembly,  began  by  holding 
up  the  king  as  an  enemy  to  the  con- 
ftitntion;  but  his  rigid  adherence  to 
it,  and  their  own  perpetual  contempt 
of  it,  quickly  compelled,  them  to  fhift 
their  ground.  Accordingly,  as  foon 
as  they  had  worked  up  the  nation 
to  defire  war,  they  ventured  on  a 
more  general  but  more  heavy  charge 
againft  him,  and  all  fuppofed  to 
be  in  his  confidence,  of  nothing  lefs 
than  dire£t  treachery  to  the  coun- 
try. In  this  fituation  M.  Narbonne 
undertook,  on  behalf  of  the  mini- 
ftry,  to  negociate  for  the  fjlence,  at 
Jeaft,  of  Briflbt  and  Condorcet.  But 
in  the  midft  of  the  treaty,  there  ap- 
pe4re4  in  the  paper  cundu<^ed  by 


the  former,  a  libel  of  fo  much  ma- 
licious virulence  againft  the  king, 
that  M.  Bertrand,  who  was  then  mi- 
nifter  of  the  marine,  thought  himfelf 
bound  in  duty  to  bring  it  before  the 
council.  In  his  opinion  it  was  an 
incendiary  publication,  tending  to 
excite  the  populace,  fermenting  as 
their  minds  then  were,  to  infurrec- 
tion,  pillage^  and  murder.  And  al- 
though in  a  feafon  of  tranquillity, 
and  under  a  well-regulated  govern- 
ment, libellers  might  be  fafely  de- 
fpiied,  yet  in  the  then  fituation  of 
France, he  thought  that  the  mode  fo 
long  adopted  of  treating  them  with 
filent  contempt,  only  rendered  them 
more  dangerous,  and  fo  multiplied 
them  as  to  make  their  punifhment 
impoflible.  He  drew  up  the  form  of  a 
letter  from  the  king  to  the  aflembly 
on  that  fubjeft.  Louis  approved 
it,  but  refolving  to  be  always  guided 
by  the  majority  of  his  council,  fub- 
mitted  it  to  them,  and  they  finally 
determined  not  to  take  any  ftep 
whaLCver,  iatisfyingthemfelveswith 
the  conftant  excufe  of  timidity  in 
all  fuch  cafes,  that  fo  ftrong  a  mea- 
fure  would  only  give  importance 
to  the  libeller.  M.  Bertrand  ad- 
mitted that  to  be  pnfiible,  but  be. 
lieved  it  to  be  much  more  certain, 
that  over-looking  the  condudl  of 
BrilTot  in  that  initance,  would  render 
him  more  audacious,  and  encourage 
others  to  imitate  his  example.  And 
from  that  period,  the  king,  we  are 
informed,  was  infulted  in  the  moft 
unqualified  manner,  by  innumerable 
libels,  of  which  the  common  people 
became  the  echo,  and  by  which  their 
minds  were  gradually  worked  up 
to  fuch  a  degree,  that  crowds  af- 
fembled  at  the  Thuilleries  almoft 
every  evening,  and  poured  forth  the 
groffeft  abufe  againft  the  whole 
royal  family. 

Not  long  after  this  determination 

of 
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of  the  minifters,  a  direi^  aiFront  was 
put  upon  the  king,  of  which  it 
feemed  impoirible  not  to  take  fome 
notice  ;  this  was  the  offenuve  letter, 
which  has  been  mentioned  in  the 
proper  *  place,  from  M.  Condorcet, 
as  prefident  of  the  national  afTem- 
blv  :  "  Is  it  pollible  to  c:irry  info- 
**  lence  further?"  faid  Louis,  pre- 
fenting  the  letter  to  M.  Bertrand, 
*'  it  is  rather  too  mtich  to  be  en- 
"  tirely  overlooked — but  what  mea- 
*'  fure  is  to  be  taken?"  The  mi- 
nifters  were  affembled,  and  the  let- 
ter laid  before  them.  They  exa- 
mined the  code  of  the  conftitution 
very  narrowly,  but  found  nothing 
that  applied  exprefsly  to  the  cafe; 
fo  they  agreed  that  it  would  be  moil: 
prudent  for  the  king  only  to  mark 
his  difpleafure  by  returning  no 
anfwer.  M.  Bertrand  protefted 
againil  this  dccifion,  and  propofed  to 
the  king  the  form  of  a  very  propej", 
dignified,  and  even  conftitutiono^l 
anfwer  to  the  national  afiembly  ; 
but,  as  he  fays,  the  negative  energy 
of  filence  was  preferred.  The  in- 
fult,  however,  being  acknowledged 
by  all  to  be  the  greateft  which  the 
king  had  till  that  time  received, 
new  meafures  were  thought  necef- 
fsry  to  increafe  his  popularity,  as  a 
counterbalance  to  the  defigns  of  the 
afiembly.  He  was  advifed,  there- 
fore, to  ride  round  the  fuburbs, 
converfe  affably  with  the  people  in 
the  ilreets,  vifit  the  hofpitals,  and 
diilribute  alms.  He  was  eafily  per- 
fuaded  to  do  what  was  fo  agreeable 
to  his  own  difpofuion.  Thefe  acls 
were  attended  with  fome  immediate 
applaufe,  but  produced  no  lalHng 
cfFeft.  His  enemies  had  recourfe  to 
an  artifice  which  they  had  fre- 
quently uied  before  to  raife  a  pub- 
iic  ferpientj  and  efpecialiy  in  the 
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preceding  November,  when  they  • 
wanted  to  intimidate  him  into  the 
difmiffion  of  thole  minifters,  who 
were  moll  unpopular  :  this  was,  to 
fpread  the  report  of  a  plot  for  car- 
rying him  away  from  Paris.  He 
wrote,  however,  a  letter  to  the  mu- 
nicipality for  the  purpofe  of  con- 
trad  iftinp  that  falihood  ;  and  the 
ahinn,  which  it  had  occaiioned,  for 
the  time  died  away. 

The  ftate  of  the  national  alTembly, 
divided  into  three  parties,  one  of 
which,  under  the  name  of  the  Inde- 
pendents, voted  fometimes  on  the 
one  fide,  and  fometimes  on  the  other, 
fuggelled  to  the  minillers  the  no'ion 
of  eilablifning  an  influence  there, 
fuch  as  might  give  preponderance 
to  the  royal  caufe.  They  had  ac- 
tual'y  gained  over  eight  or  ten  con- 
fiderable  members  from  the  right 
fide  ;  and  thefe  men  fiad  even  gone 
the  length  of  fending  a  draft  of 
propofals  for  the  formation  and  ma- 
nagement of  a  royalill:  party  in  the 
afiembly.  The  miniiters  had  a  pri- 
vate confultation  to  confider  and 
mature  this  fcheme.  It  was  necef- 
farily  to  be  kept  a  profound  fecret, 
but  was  incautioufly  divulged  by  M'. 
Narbonue  the  very  fame  evening:  of 
courfe  it  was  now  rendered  imprac- 
ticable; the  members  of  the  afiem- 
bly, who  had  fuffered  themfelves  to 
be  led  into  the  negociation,  were 
angry  at  what  they  thought  trea- 
chery;  and  partly  in  relentment, 
partly  in  the  hope  of  recovering 
their  popularity,  kept  more  aloof 
than  ever  from  all  concurrence  with 
the  views  of  the  court. 

This  incident  occafioned  the  dif- 
folution  of  the  adminiftration.  The 
miniiler  of  war  being  upbraided  by 
his  colleagues  with  his  indifcretion, 
announced  his  intention  to  refign. 


See  abeve,  p.  1570 


Supportecl 
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Supported  as  he  decidedly  had  been 
by  the  Feuillans,  with  La  Fayette 
at  their  head,  and  favoured  too  by 
Briflbt,  Condorcet,  and  others  of 
that  faftion,  his  retreat  was  believed 
by  the  other  rninifters  likely  to  pro- 
duce fatal  confequences  to  the  power 
of  all,  as  well  as  to  the  king's  fer- 
vice.  They  wifhed,  therefore,  to 
conciliate  him.  He  perfiiied,  how- 
ever, and  more  particularly  urged, 
that  it  was  impoifiblc  for  him  to  aft 
with  a  man  of  principles  fo  oppofite 
as  thofe  of  M.  Bertrand.  The 
breach  in  the  council  was  foon  made 
public  through  the  journals,  which 
efpoufed  the  part  of  M.  Narbonne 


The  other  rninifters  were  attacked 


with  increafed  violence.  Complaints 
which  appeared  to  have  been  for- 
gotten, were  again  revived,  and  ac- 
cuKuions  made  or  announced  in  the 
aflembly,  againft  M.  Delefikrt,  who 
had  long  been  obnoxious,  and  even 
againft  M.  Duport-du-Tertre,  the 
keeper  of  the  feals,  v/hofe  original 
promotion  had  been  fo  highly  popu- 
lar. The  intrigues  of  M.  Narbonne 
to  retain  his  fituation,  and  their  fail- 
ure, we  have  feen.  His  colleagues 
were  now  unanimous  againft  him.  But 
notwithftanding  that  they  thought 
his  inftant  difmiflion  indifpenfable, 
and  reported  *  favourably  on  the 
conuudl  of  M.  Bertrand,  they  yet 
judged  it  expedient,  for  their  own 
and  the  king's  fafety,  that  the  latter 
ihould  make  himfelf  a  voluntary  fa- 
crifice  to  the  popularity  of  his  cne- 
mv ;  permitting  him,  however,  to 
hold  his  office  till  his  fucceilbr 
fnould  be  ailually  appointed.  In 
truth,  he  wifhed  only  for  a  delay  of 
five  or  hx  days,  and  fo  long  the 
appointment  to  his  place  was  fuf- 
pendcd.  Meanwhile  he  employed 
himfelf  in   drawing  up  a  fpecific 

*  See  M.  Deleffart'3  rfpor 
pages  81 — 8. 


defence  on  a  fet  of  charges   fomft 
time  before  prefented.  and  now  re- 
produced againft  him;  and  he  deli- 
vered it  to  the  aflembly  in  thirteen 
days  from  the  date  of  his  refignation, 
which  was  not  quite  half  the  fpace 
allo^vcd  by  the  conftitution  for  that 
purpofe.    The  drift  of  M.  Bertrand 
was  to  fhew,  by  an  authentic  record, 
and  in  a  manner  which  could  no 
way  commit  the  king,  all  the  errors 
of  the  new  conftitution,  and  the  evils 
which  had  arifen  from  them  in  the 
marine  department.     He  laid  open, 
without    referve,   the    fatal   confe- 
quences of  the  unreftrained  power 
arrogated  by  the  clubs,  and  the  de- 
ftruftion  of  alldifcipline,  which  had 
followed  from  the  inftitution  of  ju- 
ries to  take  cognizance  of  all  crimes 
committed  in  the  naviil  fervice.  To 
obviate  any  cavil,  he  added  extrafts 
from  the  proceedings  in  twenty-one 
cafes,  oi  the  more  flagrant  infurrec- 
tions  and  mutinies  which  had  taken 
place  in  the  fea-ports,  and  on  board 
the  vcfTels,  and  none  of  which  had 
been   punifaed.     He  fully   cleared 
the  king  from  one  of  the  faJfehoods 
propagated  to  injure   hira,  that  he 
had  inftigatsd  the  naval  officers  to 
emigrate,  and  given  them  leave  of 
abfence  with  that  view.  On  the  con- 
trary, it  was  now  proved  that  Louis 
had  done  every  thing  to  recal  them 
to  their  ftations;  that  the  total  num- 
ber of  thofe  v/ho  were  abfent  had  not 
been  increafed,  and  that,  from  vari- 
ous  letters  of  refignation,  the  mo- 
tives oi'  the  writers  appeared  to  have 
been   iolely  the  impradicability  qf 
doing  their  duty  amidft  the  anarchy 
which    prevailed   in  all  the   fleet;, 
ports,  and  arfenals  of  the  kingdom. 
It   was  a  triumphant   defence,     A 
large  impreffion  of  it  was  printed 
and  circulated  through  all  the  prin- 

to  the  king,  in  M.  Bertrand's  Memoirs,  vol.  il. 

cipal 
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cipal  cities  and  towns.  The  Jaco- 
bins were  filent  oti  the  fubjed  of  it, 
but  they  railed  more  furioufly  than 
ever  in  general  inye<flives  againft 
the  author,  whom  they  acculed  of 
being  a  cnief  ofwhat  they  called  the 
Auftrian  committcie.  Had  his  late 
colleagues  remained,  they  might 
have  taken  fome  advantage  of  the 
impreffion  which  his  i'plni  and  vi- 
gour made  for  the  moment ;  but  in 
the  interval  the  whole  council  had 
been  changed. 

On  the  9th  of  March  was  the  hi(t 
meeting  of  M.  Duport-du-Tertre's 
adminiibation.  The  king's  coun- 
tenance on  that  occalion  is  faid  to 
have  betrayed  the  melancholy  prog- 
nollication  with  which  he  looked 
forward  to  a  new  fet  of  minifters, 
not  one  of  whom  he  could  hope  to 
have  any  efF<-(flive  (hare  in  chufing, 
and  all  of  whom,  from  the  circum- 
ftajices  of  the  times,  were  likely  to 
be  taken  from  men  at  bed  unknown 
to  him,  if  not  his  declared  enemies. 
M.  de  Grave  had  icarcely  been  ten 
hours  in  poiTeffion  of  his  office,  when 
he  found  himfelf  in  reality  (oh  mi- 
nid-'r,  and  charged  with  the  great 
trull  of  forming  the  future  govern- 
ment. Like  his  predecellbr,  M. 
Narbonne,  though  he  was  more  im- 
mediately connci^ed  with  the  in- 
triguers at  Madame  Stael's,  he  kept 
up  a  good  correfpondence  with  Pe- 
tion,   and  his   fai5tion,   into   whofe 


1792. 

hands  the  king  was  now  refolved, 
principally  by  the  advice  of  M. 
Cayer  de  Gerville,  his  late  miniller 
of  the  home  department,  to  put  his 
power  and  his  confcience.  This 
event  formed  To  illu&ious  an  epoch 
in  the  l-.te  of  Brillot,  that  proud  of 
his  viflory,  and  arrogating  to  his 
own  exertions  all  the  glory,  he  pub- 
licly ftvled  him.'elf  *  <'  the  man  of 
the  lo'th  of  March," 

The  lituation  firll  to  be  fupplied, 
was  that  of  the  foreign  depaftment, 
vacated  by  the  impeachment  of  M. 
D-leflart;  and  it  was  an  obvious  if 
not  a  neceflary  policy,  for  the  purpofe 
ot  exoneratin,'  the  council  and  tlie 
court  from  all  refponfibility,  in  the 
very  critical  ncgociations  then  going 
on  at  the  court  of  Vienna,  to  till  up 
the  place  on  the  recommendation 
of  the  diplomatic  committee.  M. 
de  Grave  applied  cherefore  to  M. 
Genfonne,  who  was  a  leading  mem- 
ber of  that  body  ;  and  he,  wita  the 
concurrence  of  BriiTot,  and  the  reit 
of  his  friends,  propofed  M.  Dumou- 
rier.  The  chief  merits  of  the  new 
minifter  in  the  eyes  of  his  patrons 
were,  his  old  connexion  with  the 
political  f  fclioolof  Favier,  and  the 
memoir  J  which  he  had  read  the 
year  before  at  the  jacobin  club,  and 
of  which  another  ediaon  was  now 
publiihed.  His  lingular  §  fpecch  at 
the  club  the  day  after  his  appoint- 


ment has  been  already  mentioned. 

•  See  Avant-dernjcr  chapitre  de  Thiftoire  des  Jicobins,  par  M.  Du  Pont 
^e  Nemours,  p.  17^-and  Hiiloire  dt  la  Coin'piration  du  10  Aouc  1792,  par  M. 
tie  Sainte-Croix,  p.  151. 

■f  This  ts  his  own  accoimt  of  his  promotion.  See  Vie  de  Dumouriez,  torn.  s. 
llv.  3.  chaj'.  6.  He  had  been  a  Ikret  emiirdry  of  Louis  XVth,  under  M.  M. 
Broglio  and  Favier,  for  whole  foreign  politics,  and  tlitir  connection  widi  the  re- 
volution, fee  above,  p-  221.  Tii&  elevation  of  M.  Dumoiirier  to  the  miniltry  fur 
that  very  rtaliin,  is  one  more,  and  a  moll  undeniable  proof  of  the  fyftem  on  which 
the  war  was  connnenced  by  the  French  revolutionifts. 

X  See  above,  p.  150. 

§  See  above,  p.  278.  From  his  wearing  the  re^  cap  on  thit  occafion,  he  was 
ridiculed,  as  he  tells  us,  by  the  royahlt  writers,  under  the  name  of  the  minifter 
Red  Cap. 

A  trifling 
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A  trifling  anecdote  of  his'reception 
in  another  quarter,  dcfervcs  alio  to 
be  recorded,  as  it  ikongly  lliews 
the  unceafing  arts  which  were  ufed 
to  blacken  the  cliaradler  ot  the 
unfortunate  Louis.  He  had  been 
taught  to  believe  his  royal  maftcr  a 
violent  and  choleric  man,  who  fwore 
very  much,  and  treated  his  miniltsrs 
very  ill;  he  was  furprifed,  therefore, 
to  find  him  on  the  contrary  always 
polite,  gentle,  attable,  and  of  ex- 
emplary patience,  even  in  the  molt 
trying  fituations. 

When  the  four  other  vacancies  in 
the  cabinet  were  to  be  filled,  the 
fame  demagogues  were  again  con- 
fuked  :  only  Dumourier  himfelf  pro- 
pofed  one  of  his  colleagues,  who  was 
immediately  accepted.  This  was 
the  new  minifter  of  marine,  M.  La- 
coHe,  who,  though  a  man  of  coarfe 
manners,  yet  podeffed  integrity  and 
firmnefs,  hated  the  cruelties  of  the 
revolution,  and  behaved  with  refpeit 
and  fidelity  to  the  king  ;  notwith- 
Ilanding  that,  to  feek  the  favour  or 
divert  the  fufpiclon  of  the  jacobins, 
he  had  conltantly  in  the  hail  of  his 
hoafe  a  pike  furmounted  with  a  red 
cap. 

Louvet,  a  popular  writer  of  no- 
vels and  plays,  who  had  diftlnguilh- 
ed  himfelf  at  the  jacobin  club,  by 
fiding  with  Brillbt  againft  Rober- 
fpierre  on  the  quetlion  of  the  war, 
was  at  onetime*  intended  for  the  mi- 
nifter of  jultice.  But  Roberfpierre, 
feconded  by  all  that  party,  made  a 
furious  attack  upon  him  in  the  next 
fitting  of  the  fociety,  and  though  he 
extricated  himfelf  with  feme  addrefs, 
yet  his  friends  were  frightened,  and 
declined  naming  him  to  the  vacant 
office,  ft  was  at  length  conferred 
«n  M.  Duranthon,  an  advocate  of 


Bourd<  aux, unknown  in  Paris,  but  in 
his  own  country,  where  he  refided,of 
fome  reputation;  particularly  for  a 
deirtical  book,  which  he  had  recently 
publilhed  in  favour  of  the  new  Gal- 
ilean church.  He  was  flow  and  cold 
in  his  nature,  but  deftitute  neither  of 
fenfe  nor  information,  and  decorous 
in  his  behaviour  to  the  king. 

The  other  two,  M.  Claviere,  the 
minifter  of  the  finances.and  Roland, 
the  minifterof  the  home  department, 
were  more  immediately  the  choice 
of  BriiTot,  and  his  particular  cabal. 
The  former,  born  in  France  but  na- 
turalized in  Geneva,  had  made  him- 
felf confpicuous  originally  by  Ids  en. 
deavours  to  introduce  an  unquali- 
fied democracy  into  his  adopted 
country,  and  fince  the  French  revo- 
lution  by  his  numerous  pamphlefj 
and  eftays  in  the  fame  caufe  at  Paris. 
He  had  been  fuccellively  connected 
with  Mlrabeau,  La  Fayette,  and 
Talleyrand  Perigord;  and  was  re- 
lated by  blood  or  affinity  to  Briffot, 
agreeably  to  whofe  politics  he  a- 
vowed  his  opinion  f ,  "  that  the  firft 
"  operation  of  finance  ou^ht  to  be 
"  war  againft  the  combined  pow- 
"  ers."  The  latter  has  been  al- 
ready noticed  when  he  firft  apnear- 
ed  on  the  fcene  at  Paris.  Since  that 
period  he  had  been  a  principal  lead- 
er of  the  republicans  a:  Lyons,  and 
at  his  return  to  Paris  had  taken  a 
very  aftive  part,  with  the  afiiftance 
of  his  wife,  in  managing  the  corre- 
fpondence  of  the  jacobin  club  with 
the  aifiliated  focieties.  He  affefled 
what  he  thought  a  pbilofophicai 
faihion  of  drefs;  and  was  the  firlt 
who  appeared  publicly  at  court  with 
his  grey  hair  combed  flraight  almoft 
without  powder,  a  round  hat,  plain 
rufty  black  cloaths,  and  fhoes  tied 


•  See  Louvet's  Narrative,  p.  12,  13,  14. 

f  Sec  a  pamphlet  of  Claviere's,  quoted  in  the  Mercitre  Fra»(ois,  No.  14,  April 
ytb,  X7jijp.  68. 

with 
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with  ribbands.    The  conflernation  * 

which  fuch  a  figure  occafioned  there, 

after  ail  the  outrages  and  treafon- 

able  atterrspts  to    which  the  royal 

family  had  been  fo  long    expofed, 

ftrongly    proves    how  .  much    more 

we  are  fometimes  afFcfted  by  little 

things,  which  in  their  own  nature 

may  feem  trifles,  than  by  the  moft 

ferious  events.     Nothing   which  is 

affociated  in  our  minds  with  habi- 
tual refpeft,  can  ever  be  fafely  dine- 

garded. 

The  fhare  wliich  Madame  Roland 

bore  in  her  hulband's  adminiilra- 

tion,  and  the  momentous  events  that 

followed,  makes  it  propsr  to  add  a 

Ihort  account  of  that    too    famous 

woman.     She  was  the  daughter  of 

an  engraver  and   enameiler,  named 

Phlipon.     From  nature  fhe  derived 
.  powerful  and  verfatiJe  talents,  quick 

and  warm  afFedlions,  a  refolute  and 

haughty  fpirit ;  from    the   occupa- 
tion and  conne£lions  of  her  fiatner, 

an  early  talle  for  the  fine  arts;  and 

from  his  fond nefs, an  education  much 

above  her  condition.  Sherv'^ad  much; 
had  a  tindure  of  very  various  ac- 
complifliments,  and  extenfive  know- 
ledge ;  but  was  fo  ambitious  of  ex- 
celling in  every  thing,  that  Ihe  ap- 
pears to  have  been  miilrefs  of  no- 
thing. At  nine  years  of  age,  a 
tranilation  of  Plutarch's  Lives,  ac- 
cidentally filling  in  her  way,  kin- 
dled in  her  tender  mind  a  love  of 
republican  governments,  which,  on 
her  entrance  into  the  world,  was  in- 
flamed to  the  higheft  degree,  by  her 
impatience  of  inferiority.  The  very 
condefcenhon  and  civility  of  thofe 
who  had  no  other  advantage  over 
her  than  birth  and  riches,  ihe  felt 
as  infult   and   indignity ;    and  her 


tations  on  the  folly  and  injuftice  oC 
artificial    diftindions,    or   recurred 
with  an  impaffioned  interefl;   to  the 
hillory  of  thofe  illuftrious  men  in 
ancient    times,    whom    fhe    diilin- 
guifhed  as  "  the   reformers  of  ine- 
quality."    About    the    fame   time 
too,  that    devout   fenfe  of  religion, 
which  in  her  vouth  had  taught  her 
an   humility  foreign  to  her  difpo- 
fition,  and  to  the  beneficial  influence 
of  which,  long  furviving  her  faith, 
Ihe  f  attributed  whatever  habits  of 
morality   and  decency  fhe  retained 
through  life,  began  to  be  impaired 
by  the  poiion  of  impiety  and  vanity, 
which   ihe  imbibed   from  the  writ- 
ings of  Voltaire,  and  the  club  at 
Holbach's.    With  RoufTeau's  works 
{he  was  not  acquainted  till  a  late- 
period  ;  but    fhe  preferred   him   to 
all,  and  feems  to  have  made  him  the 
model  of  her  own  ftyle.     When  her 
father,  from  too  great  hafts  to  enrich, 
had  ruined  himfelf,  fhe  married  Ro- 
land, a  man  much  older  than  herfelf, 
who  paid  his  court  not  very  attrac- 
tively, as  fhe  confefTcs,  in  algebraic 
equations,  but  whofe  little  appoint- 
ment at  Lyons,  under  the  govern- 
ment, afforded    the   means    of  fub- 
filtence  and  comfort,  while  his  name 
as  a  writer  in  the  great  work  of  the 
Encyclopedic;    flattered  her    defire 
of  celebrity.     The  ailbciatc  of  his 
literary    purfuits,   during    the  iirft 
years  of  their  union,  fhe   created, 
improved,  and  direfted  the  expan- 
fion  of  his  fortunes  after  the  revo- 
lution.    For  much  of  his   reputa- 
tion he  was  indebted  to  her,  as  fhe 
conltantly  held  the  pen,  and   from 
her  caire   all   the   circular  letters, 
othcial   inftrudions,  and  other  ftate 
papers,  by  which  he  drew  fo  much 
-attention.  "  She  infufed  into  them/* 


pride  fought  refuge  in  fidlen  medi 

*  See  Dumourler  and  Madame  Roland. 

+  This  ftrong  evidence  from  an  enemy,  of  the  falutary  efF-6t  of  religion  on  civil 
fcclety,  is  to  bs  found  in  Madame  Roland's  Msmokij  pare  3.  pp.  98  and  99. 
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as  ihe  informs  us  •  (and  it  is  at  once 
their  praife  and  their  condemnation) 
*'  that  mixture  of  energy  and  fofc- 
"  nefs,  of  authoritative  reafon  and 
"  reducing  fentimcnt,  which  are 
"  perhaps  only  to  be  found  in  a 
"  woman  of  a  clear  head  and  a 
"  feeling  heart." 

In  communicating  to  the  afiem- 
h]y  the  nomination  of  the  laft  two 
minifters,  the  king  declared  the  mo- 
tives of  his  whole  conduct:  "  I 
"  chofe  at  firftformy  agents,"  faid 
he,  "  men  whom  public  opinion  and 
"  the  probity  of  their  principles  re- 
"  commended  ;  they  have  quitted 
*'  the  minillry;  I  have  thought  it 
*'  my  duty  to  replace  them  by  others 
**  who  have  acquired  credit  for  their 
"  popular  opinions.  You  have  fo 
"  often  told  me,  that  this  was  the 
"  only  ftep  which  could  remedy 
*♦  our  prefent  ills,  that  I  thought  it 
"  right  to  yield  to  it,  for  the  pur- 
"  pofe  of  leaving  malevolence  no 
"  refource  to  calt  a  doubt  upon  the 
**  conftant  defire  which  I  have  al- 
"  ways  felt,  of  doing  every  thing  in 
«  my  power  to  effeifl  the  happinefs 
*'  of  my  people."  Unfortunately, 
however,  the  experiment  was  as 
fruitlefs  as  all  the  former;  indeed, 
it  was  much  more  fatal.  The  pow- 
er of  government  and  the  authority 
of  the  king's  name  were  employed 
to  encourage  more  than  ever  the 
principles  of  the  reigning  fadion,  to 
the  degradation  of  the  crown ;  the 
unfortunate  monarch  loft  the  praife 
of  every  gracious  aft,  while  he  was 
loaded  with  every  thing  obnoxious; 
and  when,  feeing  the  fnares  laid  for 
him,  he  ftopped  Ihort  of  the  laft  ftep 
towards  his  voluntary  deftrudlion. 


the  difmiftal  of  thofe  minifters  whom 
he  confidered  as  having  betrayed 
their  truft,  was  made  one  of  the  pre- 
texts for  precipitating  his  fall. 

The  general  fcheme  of  the  new 
adminiftration  was  publicly  declared 
by  M.  de  Grave.  The  members  of 
it  profeifed  to  found  all  their  hopes 
on  the  moil  intimate  union  v/ith  the 
majority  of  the  aflembly;  and  they 
foon  made  it  manifeft  that  they 
meant  to  preferve  that  union,  by 
adopting  the  line  of  conduft  which 
had  moft  difgraced  the  majority. 

When  they  came  into  office  the 
naticiial  guards  of  Marfeiiles  were  f 
ravaging  the  South,  and  aiming  to 
deliver  jourdan,  who  with  his  ac- 
complices was  ftill  in  prifon.  The 
alarm  fpread'  by  this  republican 
army  had  reached  Paris.  It  was 
confidently  believed  by  many  there, 
that  increafed  as  that  force  now  was 
to  fix  thoufand  men,  they  would  pro- 
ceed to  Avignon,  and  after  colleft- 
ing  all  the  troops  of  the  banditti  in 
that  country,  march  againft  Lyons, 
and  from  thence  to  the  metropolis, 
for  the  purpofe  of  making  a  new  4: 
revolution  in  favour  of  a  more  re- 
publican fyftem,  to  be  fabftituted  for 
the  exifting  conftitution.  As  a  fe- 
curity  againil  any  fuch  project,  fomc 
troops  of  the  line  had  been  ftationed 
at  Lyons,  and  M.  Wittgenftein,  an 
officer  of  good  efteem,  and  fuppofcd 
to  be  a  zealous  lover  of  the  conftitu- 
tion, had  been  recently  appointed  to 
command  in  the  South.  He  was 
determined  to  have  proceeded  with 
fpirit  and  vigour  againft  the  army  of 
Marfeiiles,  as  well  as  tohavepufned 
on  the  profecution  againft  Jourdan. 
But  he  was  thwartedand  impeded  in 


*  Madame  Roland's  Memoirs,  Eng.  Tranf.  part  1.  p.  xZ. 
■f  Sec  above,  p.  263. 

X  M.  de  Grave's  fpeech  to  the  national  aflemb'y,  in  the  Moniteur  of  the  15th 
of  April,  p.  4-57. 

all 
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all  his  defigns.  M.  Roland  advifed 
the  minifter  of  war  to  remove  the 
trcops  from  Lyons;  uhich  M.  de 
Grave  did,  and  prevailed  with  the 
affeir.hly  to  approve  it,  on  the  con- 
fideration,  that  to  fliew  a  confidence 
in  the  patriotil'm  of  citizens  who 
had  Tworn  to  maintain  the  cOnfH- 
tuticn,  would  be  likely  to  do  more, 
than  the  appearance  of  a  menacing 
force,  in  relloring  order,  and  in- 
ducing refpedt  to  the  law.  At  the 
fame  time  general  Wittgenftcin, 
having  complained  of  the  obflaclcs 
perpetually  thrown  in  his  way,  and 
having  declared,  that  if  he  was  to 
be  traver(ed  at  every  ftep,  he  would 
refign,  was  inl*antly  taken  al  his 
word,  and  replaced  by  general 
Montefquiou,  who  promifed  tliat  * 
they  fhould  ''  hear  no  more  of 
"  Avignon,  though  probably  the 
"  predominant  party  would  exer-- 
*'  cife  fome  vexations  on  that  un- 
*•  happy  country." 

Till  the  arrival  of  M.  Duranthon 
from  Bourdeaux,  the  duties  of  his 
office  were  difchargcd  by  Roland. 
It  relied  with  him  to  carry  into  ef- 
feft  a  decree,  which  had  not  long 
before  been  paffed  by  the  aflembly 
againfl:  Jourdan ;  but  he  took  no 
ilep  to  that  purpofe,  except  that  he 
wrote  for  information.  He  was  told 
in  anfwer,  that  all  the  judges  had 
been  obliged  to  fly;  yet  he  did  not 
think  it  necelTary  to  communicate 
this  important  fad  to  the  aO'embly, 
till  one  day  appearing  with  M.  Du- 
ranthon at  the  bar,  he  was  unex- 
pcftedly  called  upon  to  give  an  ac- 
count of  his  proceedings  on  that 
head.  This  drew  from  him  in  his 
own  proper  charadler,  as  miniller 
of  the  home   department  f ,  a  re- 
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port  on  the  affairs  of  Avignon,  an(3 
on  fome  enormities  vvhich  had  been 
committed  at   Aries    by    the  army 
of  Marfeilles.     He  obferved  on  the 
former  fubjeft,  that  ''  liberty  and 
•'  the  conltitution  had   found  cne- 
"  mies  in  Avignon  as  in  France. 
**  The  oppofition  of  intercfts,  the 
'*  conflid  of  paflions,   the  heat  of 
"  perfonal    animofitics,"    he  faid, 
*'  had  been  more   terrible  there,  in 
*'  proportion  as    the  objedfs   were 
"  nearer:    faftions   had    convuKed 
"  that  unhappy  city,  and  blood  had 
"  polluted  it."     But  he  endeavour- 
ed to  reconcile  the  aflembly  to  every 
thing,  with  the  confideration,   that 
"  the  empire  of  the  laws  is  only  eila- 
"  blifned  by  degrees,  after   fhocks 
"  fo  violent :  the  fea,"   he  added, 
"  continues    to   roar  after  a   long 
"  tempeft,  even  when  the  fky  has 
"  recovered  its  ferenity."     in  the 
fame  ftrain  too,  he  excufed  whatever 
had   been  done  at  Aries.     "  The 
"  army   of  Marfeilles,"  according 
to  him,  "  marched  only  in  the  caufe 
'*  of  the  conlHtution  and  their  coun- 
"  try  ;  their  zeal  mifled  them  ;  they 
"  did  not  ilay  to  examine,  whether 
"  their  line  of  march  was   traced 
"  out  by  tlie  conlHtution  itfelf :  they 
"  thought  only  of  its  defence.  How- 
"  ever,  fuch  movements  neceffarily 
"  gave  occafion   to  others.     Tur- 
♦'  bulent   men  took    advantage   of 
"  this,  or  were  impelled  by  their 
"  own  agitation,  and  fo  difordera 
"  enfued." 

As  a  minifter  of  the  crown,  he 
could  not  decently  be  prefent  at  the 
feaft  given  to  the  foldiers  of  the  re- 
giment of  Chateauvieux ;  but  he  in- 
direftiy  patronized  that  dilgraceful 
triumph  of  rebellion,  and  fcnt  round 


•  See  his  letter  of  the  27th  of  April,  in  the  Moniteur  of  May  9. 
•f-  viee  his  rejjou,  dated  liie  iid  of  Apiij,  in  the  Monit<iur  of  May  i-j-th. 
8 
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to  the  departments  a  circular  letter, 
ailertirxg  400.000  fouls  to  have  par- 
ticinated  in  it,  and  containing  an 
io^i  jious  panegyric  on  the  conduit 
of  the  people. 

Ke  took  a  more  dire£l  and  de- 
cided part  with  the  Cordeliers  and 
jacobins  againil:  the  non-juring  cler- 
gy. From  the  time  that  the  king 
refafed  his  fanftion  to  the  decree  a- 
gainft  thefc  unfortunate  men,  though 
from  policy  the  perfecutlon  had 
flackened  very  much  in  the  ca- 
pital, yet  it  had  raged  with  double 
fury  in  many  pa-ts  of  the  country. 
Bve-la\v3  of  great  feverity  had 
even  been  pafTed  againft  them  by 
more  than  thirty  diret^tories  of  de- 
partments, and  adminiftrators  of 
diftriifls,  in  defiance  of  the  public 
law,  and  the  folemn  declarations  of 
the  conrtitution.  In  fome  places  * 
they  were  ordered  to  retire  in  four- 
and-iwenty  hours  to  their  families  ; 
and  a  ftridl;  charge  was  given  to  the 
municipalitie?,  where  they  fhould 
reiide,  to  watch  with  the  clofefl:  vi- 
gilance over  their  conduft ;  this  was 
the  cafe  in  the  department  of  Cor- 
reze.  In  other  places  they  were 
ordered  to  repair  to  fome  particular 
city,  and  to  appear  at  a  roil- calling 
every  day,  under  pain  of  lofing  . 
their  allowances;  this  was  the  re- 
gulation arbitrarUy  made  by  the  di- 
reftory  of  the  Lower  Loire.  The 
dillrict  of  Strafbourg  earnel^Iy  de- 
manded that  all  deprived  priefts, 
who  had  returned  or  might  return 
to  their  former  parilhes,  ihould  be 
banifaed  ninety  miles  from  the  fron- 


tiers. By  their  own  authority,  the 
department  of  Aveiron  aftually  ba- 
nilhed,  and  the  department  of  Fi- 
niilerre  imprifoned  them.  Eighty 
prie'b,  and  among  them,  all  who 
could  be  found  of  the  fuffer?rs  f-  re- 
leafed  onlv  two  months  before,  had 
been  immured  from  the  beginning  of 
December,  in  the  caltle  J:  of  Brell. 
Thsy  were  kept  four  months  with- 
out the  means  of  performing  the 
daily  duties  of  their  religion.  The 
v/i:iuows  of  the  room  in  which  they 
were  confined,  ftood  open  day  and 
night,  winter  as  well  as  fummer. 
Fvlany  contradled  diforders,  or  loft 
their  fight,  though  one  only  died. 
It  w;.9  a  part  of  the  navy  hofpital 
which  they  inhabited,  and  the  ward 
chofen  for  them  was  im.mediately 
over  that  which  contained  the  pa- 
tients in  the  woill  ftagcs  of  a  dif- 
eafe  not  only  the  moil  noifome  in 
itfelf,  but  the  confequence  of  dif- 
folute  and  proSigate  manners.  They 
were  for  fome  time  baited  with  the 
mod  indecent  and  profane  lan- 
guage, through  an  aperture  in  the 
floor.  But  their  virtue  and  piety  at 
length  triumphed,  and  foftened.the 
hearts  of  the  wretches  below  not 
only  to  humanity,  but  to  penitence 
for  their  pail  offences. 

The  efredl  of  thefe  perfecutions 
was  fimilar  in  various  other  inllances, 
iManv  §  v/ere,  recalled  to  religion 
who  had  forgotten  their  f  lith ;  many 
were  converted,  who  before  had  not 
fhewn  much  regard  even  to  com- 
mon morality.  It  was  not  unu- 
fual  to  fee  i.n  the  parlfh  churches  a, 


*  See  his  report  of  April  ijd,  in  the  Mcnitcur  of  April  24.th. 

•j-   See  above,  p.  199. 

J  See  BanueFs  Hilt,  of  Clergy,  part  ?..  p.  06.  Englidi  tranflation. 

^  This  is  the  account  of  M.  Caver  de  Gerville  hinil'elf,  one  of  the  nexV  fchool 
of  philolophy.  See  his  report  to  the  alfembly,  February  1 8 ih.  Moniteiir,  Fe- 
bruary 20th. 
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conlVitutional  pricft,  goinj^  through 
the  fervicc  amidil  liles  of  foldiers 
with   fixed  bayonets,  and   no  other 
congregation,  while  the  paril"hioncrs 
were  gathered  together  on  a  diftant 
common  or  in  the  mountains,  round 
the  retreat  of  their  ancient  paftor. 
Such  meetings  were  always  treated 
as   feditious   by  the  Jacobins,  who, 
where\'er  they  had  power  and  in- 
fluence, fent  an  armed  force  to  dif- 
perfe  them,  which  was  conftantly  re- 
prefented  as  quelling  an  Infurrcftion. 
Bat  there  is  every  reafon  to  difbe- 
lieve  thefereprefentations.  Dumou- 
rier  commanded  in  La  Vendee  *  till 
the  end  of  January.     During  that 
time   frequent   denunciations    were 
made  to  him,  and  he  went  with  his 
aid-de-camps  toobferve  thofe  meet- 
ings; but  there  never  was  a  fhot 
fired  within  his  jurifdidion,  and  he 
never  had  occafion  to  conline  more 
than  two  priefts  on  any  fufpicion  of 
feditious  motives,  and  one  of  thofe 
was  a  confcitutional   reftor  profe- 
cuted  by  the  confticutional  bifhop. 

Many  of  the  richer  fort  among 
the  f  commonalty  emigrated  from 
no  other  motive,  but  that  they  might 
worfhip  God  in  freedom  according 
to  their  confciences.  Thofe  who 
remained,  and  were  faithful  to  their 
religion,  were  vexed  and  perfecuted, 
*as  well  as  their  prielts,  in  different 
ways.  Children  t  were  torn  from 
their  parents  by  order  of  the  muni- 
cipal ofhcers,  that  they  might  be 
carried  for  baptifm  to  a  conilitu- 
tional  church;  and  the  parents  were 
fined  by  the  tribunals  for  not  having 
carried  their  children  themfelves. 
The  peace  of  the  tcmb  was  violated, 
and  dead   bodies  dug  up  to  be  bu- 


rled in   unconfecrated   ground,  hS- 
caufe  the  deceafed,  while  alive,  had 
not  heard   mafs  from  a  priell  who 
had  taken  the  oaths.     Sometimes, 
inftead  of  being   again  interred  in 
whatever  place,  the  lifehfs  remains 
were   mangled  and   expofed  to  rot 
above  ground.     On  the  living  ftill 
more  fliocking  and  deteitable  cruel- 
ties were  occafionally  praftifed.     A 
young   couple  at  Vilieneuve,  near 
Cordes,  having  refufed  to  be  §  mar- 
ried  by  the   new  priell,  a  band  of 
ruffians    liroke    into  the   houfe    on 
the  wedding   day,  and,  the   bride- 
groom flying,  feized  the  bride,  fub- 
jeded   h'^r  by  force  to  their  brutal 
pafTion,  and    then   mutilating  her, 
and  tearing  off  her  breafls,  as  the 
florv  is  related,  with  their  nails,  left 
her   to  expire  in  torments.     But  if 
thefe    horrors   Ihewed   inftances    of 
depravity  which    was   diigraceful, 
they  afforded  alfo  examples  of  a  con- 
ftancy  which  was  honourable  to  hu- 
man nature.     Several  laymen  of  in- 
ferior   condition    behaved    with    a 
pious  fortitude  which  deferves  to  be 
recorded.     A  labourer,  whofe  name 
unfortunately  has  not  been  preferv- 
ed   to  us,  having  refufed  to  go  to 
the  parilTi  church,  was  forcibly  drag-  ' 
ged   along  by  a   party  of  national 
guards.     At  every  hedge  to  which 
they  came,  his  head  was  laid  acrofs 
it,  and  the  fabre  lifted  over  his  neck, 
but  he  as  often  told  them,  with  un- 
fhaken   refolution,  that  they  might 
ftrike.     A   perfon  named  Feburier,. 
who  had  been  appointed  afTefibr  to 
a  jullice  of  peace,  being  prefent  at 
a  civic  feaii  celebrated  in  the  fquare 
ofBreft  to  the  honour  of  Mirabeau, 
reproached  his  countrymen  Vvith  their 


*  See  Vie  ilu  Dumouriez,  tom.  z.  liv.  3.  ckap.  6.  towards  the  end. 
,"j"  M.  C.de  Gervilie's  lepoit,  Gih  February.     Moniteur,  February  jtli. 
I  Ditto,  18th  Febru:»ry.      Moniteur,  20th  February. 
%  Bauutl's  Hilt.'  of  Clergy,  Eag,  tranf.  part,  z.  p. ^3.  occ.  &c. 
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Jiagan  idolatry.  He  was  threatened 
with  inftant  death,  if  he  did  not  join 
in  the  ceremony.  It  was  within 
iight  of  his  own  houfe;  in  the  view 
of  his  wife  and  children.  He  turn- 
ed away  his  eyes  from  objects  which 
might  have  foftened  him,  but  lU!l 
refilled,  till  feme  of  his  friends  af- 
fembling,  refcued  and  conduced 
him  home  in  fafety.  But  all  was 
perhaps  exceeded  by  a  farmer  named 
Chantebel,  of  Martigne  Ferchaud, 
in  the  diocefe  of  Rennes.  He  was 
decedled  with  a  catholic  catechifm 
in  his  pofTeffion.  A  committee  tried 
and  fentenced  him  to  burn  the 
book  with  his'  own  hand.  He  de- 
clared that  nothing  fhould  force  him 
to  obey  them.  He  was  threatened 
in  vain.  One  of  his  perfecutors 
then  applied  a  flaming  torch  to  his 
hand.  "  You  may  burn,"  faid  the 
intrepid  Chantebel,  "  not  only  that 
"  hand,  but  my  whole  body,  before 
*•  you  fhall  make  rpe  do  any  thing 
"  unworthy  of  my  religion." 

Several  inquiries  had  taken  place, 
and  reports  been  made  at  different 
times  to  the  national  afiembly.  As 
the  department  of  La  Vendee  was 
one  of  thofe,i  which  were  faid  to  be 
moll  feditious,  two  commillioners, 
M.  M.  Genfonne  and  Gallois,  both 
of  them  philofophers  of  the  new 
fchool, werefent  thither,  and  with* 
general  Dumourier  viilted  every  part 
of  that  country.  They  found  the 
peafants  there,  an  honell:,  fimple  and 
religious  race,  over  whom  their  old 
paftorj,  from  their  irreproachable 
morals,  their  virtues,  their  piety,  and 
patriarchal  fimplicity  of  life,  had 
acquired  a  fort  of  paternal  autho- 
rity. No  reprehenfible  dcdrines  of 
any  kind  were  difcovered  among  che 


difpoflefTed  clergy.  They  preached 
peace.  On  the  other  fide,  their 
fucceuors  are  reprefented  to  have 
been  generally  apoftate  monks  and 
priefts  of  no  charafterr,  of  profli- 
gate manners,  furious  and  intole- 
rant. The  commifiioners,  in  their 
report,  did  not  venture  to  fpeak 
quite  fo  undifguifedly  of  the  latter, 
and  in  the  language  of  the  day, 
they  treated  the  former  as  fuperfti- 
tious  fanatics;  they  exprefsly  faid, 
however,  that  no  guilty  perfona 
were  found  among  them.  Dumou- 
rier, who  furnifhedthe  materials  for 
this  report,  ftrongly  recommended  a 
modification  of  the  decree  which 
had  occafioned  the  fchifm  in  the 
church  ;  but  the  commiffioners  did 
not  dare  to  go  the  length  of  propof- 
ing-  fuch  a  jull,  wife,  and  humane 
meafure. 

The  jacobin  clubs,  neverthelefs, 
continuing  their  denunciations,  and 
growing  more  clamorous  as  their 
general  plot  thickened,  M.  Gayer 
de  Gervilie  was  ordered  to  make 
an  immediate  report  on  the  ftate  of 
the  kingdom.  In  his  opinion,  the 
primary  and  direft  caufes  of  all  the 
troubles  were  the  fcarcity  of  m.oney 
and  dearth  of  provifions,  though 
much  was  alfo  to  be  attributed  to 
political  and  religious  diffenfions. 
And  in  the  latter,  if  on  the  one  fide 
he  perceived  what  he  called  fanati- 
cifm,  he  faw  alfo  on  the  other  a  fpi- 
rit  of  perfecution,  fo  that  all  tolera- 
tion feemed  to  be  banifhed  from 
the  realm.  Every  where,  he  faid, 
liberty  of  confcience  had  been  more 
or  lefs  violated,  and  vexatious  bye- 
laws  pafled  clearly  contrary  to  the 
conftitution,  however  the  difficulty  of 
the   fituation   might  have  excufed 


•  This  is  Dumourler's  account,  Vie,  &c.  &c.  torn.  2. 1.  3.C.  5.  and  it  agrees 
with  the  private  admiffion  of  the  commifiior.ers,  as  mentioned  by  Barruel.  Hift.- 
of  Clergy,  Erg.  tranf.  part  4.  p.  20, 
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them.  He  fpoke  likewife,  but  with 
feme  interruption  of  mingled  cen- 
fure  and  applaufe,  in  language  fufH- 
ciently  intelligible,  though  guarded, 
againft  the  conduft  of  the  popular 
focieties,  as  fuperfeding  and  afluni- 
ing  all  the  regular  authorities  of  the 
ftate  *.  He  obfervcd,  that  where- 
ever  they  had  prevailed  to  keep  the 
churches  of  the  non-jurors  (hut, 
there  troubles  had  invariably  fol- 
lowed more  or  lefs  violent;  on  the 
contrary,  peace  had  been  in  general 
preferved  in  the  towns  where  thofe 
phurches  had  been  kept  open,  par- 
ticularly where  was  any  confider- 
able  number  of  them.  But  what  was 
mofl  important,  he  bore  teilimony, 
that  as  far  as  his  official  information 
reached,  not  one  of  the  non-juring 
clergy  had  been  convided  by  the 
tribunals  as  a  dlilurber  of  the  public 
peace,  though  legal  charges  had 
been  brought  againll:  feveral. 

He  wrote  alio  in  the  king's  name, 
agieeably  to  powers  veiled  in  the 
crown  by  the  conllitution,  for  the 
purpofe  of  annulling  the  illegal  bye- 
laws  of  the  departments.  Soma 
obeyed  ;  but  others  openly  perlifted 
in  difobedicnce  to  the  law.  When 
M.  de  Gcrville  was  on  the  point  of 
qi'ltting  his  poft,  he  again  made  a 
report  on  the  dlllurbances  in  the 
country,  which  he  then  fingly  af- 
cribed  to  the  price  of  all  necelTaries, 
in  corlequence  of  the  depreciation 
of  their  new  paper-money.  At  the 
fame  time  he  called  the  attention  of 
the  affembly  to  his  former  report  in 
all  its  branches. 

Such  was   the   fituation  of  this 
queftion,  when  M.  Roland  came  in- 
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to  office.     No  refolution  of  the  af- 
fembly,   no   addr.'.fs  or  petition  of 
any  public  body,  no  difalirous  event 
of  magnitude,  prefled  hini  to  take 
any    ftep   whatever.       Yet  within 
a  fortnight,  in  his  temporary  cha- 
rader  as  minil^er  of  juftice  during 
the  abfence  of  M     Duranthon,  he 
difpatched  to  the  prefidents,  judges, 
and  king's  commilhoncrs  in  all  the 
criminal  tribunals,  a  circular  letter, 
contrary  to  all  the  fafts  and  opinions 
ftated   isy  his  predeceflbr,   indecent 
and  unwarrantable  in  any  admini- 
flration  of  penal  law,  and  in  the  im- 
mediate    inftance    rekindling    the 
flame  of  a  confuming  perfecution. 
"  The  difputas  of  the  priefthood," 
(faid  M.   Roland)    "  defolate    the 
'•'  realm  ;  religious  opinions   ferve 
"  as  a  pretext  to  every  difcurbance  ; 
"  but  avarice,    ambition,    and  the 
•<  hatred  of  a  conllitution  founded 
"  on  the  bafis  of  equality,  are  the 
"  true  motives.      Factious  and  hy- 
"  pocritical  prieus,  covering  their 
"  defigns  and  their  piffions  under 
"  the  facred  veil  of  rclieion,  do  not 
"  fcruple  to  excite  fanaticifm,  and 
"  to  arm  the  deluded  citizens  with 
"  the  fword  of  intolerance.     The 
"  toe  credulous  peafants    yield    to 
"  perfidious  fuggcllions;  the  priefts 
"  v/ho  have  conformed,  are  perfe- 
"  cated,    ill-treated,     and    driven 
"  from  their  parlflies."     He  went 
on  to  make  an  infidious  ufe  of  the 
king's   name,   turning    againft   the 
known  fentiments  cf  his  heart,  the 
vvifhes  which  he  certainly  felt,  that 
all  offences  againft  the  public  peace, 
and  efpecially  all  crimes  perpetrat- 
ed in  the  name  of  Heaven,  (hould  be 


*  Down  to  thi'>  palTagc,  the  Iketch  of  M.  de  Gervllle's  report  of  the  1 8th  of  Fe- 
bruary, is  taken  ficm  the  Moniteur  ;  but  that  paper  has  in  trutli  only  a  fhort  ab- 
ftraft.  There  is  no  trace  of  what  follows  :  That  is  quoted,  much  more  at  large  ,  by 
Abbe  Barruel,' from  the  authentic  copy  printed  by  the  aflcmbly.  See  Hift.  of 
Clergy,  Eng.  tranf.  p:.rt  2. pages  33  and  33. 
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cffeduaHy  repre.Ted.  The  royal 
negative  to  tiie  decree  of  Novem- 
ber I79i,v,'as  chen  explained  away, 
as  conveying  no  opinion  on  the 
merits  of  the  queflion,  but  merely 
intended  to  prove  to  Europe,  the 
king's  perfecl  freedom  of  adion. 
Tne  culpable  tendernefs  of  the  tri- 
bunals in  fuffering  religious  troubles 
to  multipiy,  was  next  very  feverel/ 
reprimanded;  impartiality  at  the 
fame  time  was  recommended  in 
maintaining  liberty  of  confclence  ; 
but  in  ccnclufion,  ail  judges  were 
heavily  threatened,  if  by  criminal 
collufion,  or  even  bv  neglecl,  they 
Ihould  fuffer  the  feditlous  priefts, 
who  publicly  or  privately  preached 
rebellion,  any  longer  to  endanger 
the  fifety  of  France.  This  letter, 
whether  from  accident  or  in  the 
wanton  triumph  of  impiety,  was 
written  on  tl.e  eve  of  the  cruci- 
fixion, and  fent  on  the  very  day 
when  the  Chriftian  churches  of  every 
denomination  commemorate  the  fuf- 
ferings  of  their  divine  founder. 
Copies  of  it  were  alfo  enclofed  in 
another  letter  to  the  direftoiies  of 
the  feveral  departments,  urging 
them  to  exeicife  the  llrideft  vigi- 
lance oyer  the  judges,  and  to  inform 
againil;  them,  if  they  Ihould  preva- 
ricate in  their  functions.  The  mi- 
nifler,  fhortly  after  this,  read  to  the 
a/lVmbly  a  long  report  *,  plainly  cal- 
culated to  prepare  the  way  for  a  de- 
cree of  baailliment  againlt  the  non- 
juring  clergy;  and  when  the  order 
of  the  day  for  taking  it  into  con- 
fideration  was  pafied  over,  he  wrote 
a  moftpreffing  demand  f  fortliemea- 
fure,  as  efieniial  to  peace  at  home, 
and  fuccefs  abroad. 

M.  Claviere,  in  his  department. 


had  not  fo  many  opportunifies  of 
manifefting  his  (entiments.  He  did, 
however,  fhew  them  as  far  as  he 
could,  by  fending  his  circular  let- 
ters on  the  taxes,  to  the  jacobin 
clubs  as  well  as  the  adminiitrative 
bodies,  to  which  the  law  ordered 
them  to  be  addrefled. 

But  it  was  not  only  the  new  fyf- 
tem  of  politics  which  the  minifters 
brought  into  the  cabinet  with  them, 
that  made  them  dangerous:  they  were 
ftiU  more  fo  from  the  chara(5l=rs  of 
thofe  by  whom  they  were  furround- 
ed,  and  with  whom  they  ncceiTarily 
fiiared  their  power.  The  profufion 
of  new  appointments  under  the  con- 
fUtution,  and  the  continual  vacan- 
cies from  the  rapid  changes  in  the 
government,  had  excited  the  ambi- 
tion, increafed  the  confidence,  and 
inflamed  the  hopes  of  men  without 
a  fingle  folid  pretenfion.  Every 
one  thought  himfclf  capable  of  eve- 
ry thing,  fince  the  law  laid  all  pub- 
lic fituations  open  to  capacity  alone. 
The  fcldier  dreamed  only  of  dif- 
placing  his  oiiicer ;  the  ofiicer  of 
becoming  a  general ;  the  clerk  of 
fupplaiiting  the  minifter ;  the  ad- 
vocate of  f;?ating  himfelf  on  the 
bench ;  and  every  fcioliil  in  litera- 
ture of  exhibiting  his  talents  as  a 
legiflator.  And  under  a  miniilry 
recommended  and  diredl  d  by  the 
leaders  of  the  jacobin  club,  afcer 
two  fuccefiive  fchifms  had  carried 
off  from  that  body  every  man  of 
moderate  views,  the  merit  of  former 
violence  and  audacity  was  ofcourfe 
the  ftronge'l  claim  to  prelent  fa- 
vour. This  could  have  but  one 
tendency  ;  and  it  w  as  early  fo  felt 
by  the  great  authors  of  the  evil. 
Such  of  them  as  pofllfled  any  ac» 


*  See  his  report,  in  the  Moniteur  of  Apnl  24t;i. 

.-f-  Sec  his  letter  to  the  prefident,  on  the  9th  of  May,  in  the  Moniteur  of  the  i6th 
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cidental  fuperiority  of  talents  arid 
information,  foon  began  to  be  dif- 
gufted  with  the  univerfal  *  mean- 
Hefs  of  mind,  which  they  difcovered 
in  every  rank  of  thofe,  who  were 
employed  in  the  moil  important  af- 
fairs. They  found  the  fallacy  of 
their  own  declamr,tions  in  praifc  of 
equality,  and  the  injuHice  of  the  cry 
which  they  had  raifed  for  their  own 
purpofcs  againft  all  the  artificial 
diilinilions  of  fociety.  They  la- 
mented that  "  the  revolution  having 
*'  driven  awav  all  whcfe  birth,  for- 
"  tune,  education,  and  circum- 
^'  fiances  had  rendered  them  fupe- 
"  r"or  to  the  mafs  of  the  people  by 
"  a  hl^rher  degiee  of  cultivation, 
f  th'-  couiify  muft  fall  gradually 
''  in  o  the  hands  of  the  groflell  ig- 
*'  nirance,  and  the  moit  fhameful 
"  incapacity."  A  llovy  f  related 
bv  Mad.DT.e  Rolund  affords  a  very 
lively  picture  of  the  a-rogant  appli- 
cations to  which  the  minifters  were 
at  this  time  expoled,  and  the  mo- 
tivcv  on  which  their  patronage  was 
exercifcd.  M.  Robert,  already  men- 
tioned as  having,  with  the  aid  of 
hii  wife,  dia.vn  up  the  feditious  and 
trc-afon  .ble  petition  in  the  :J:  Champ 
Ai  Mars,  was  alfo, jointly  with  her, 
the  editor  of  a  democratical  news- 
paper. Thefe  were  his  only  titles 
to  preferment,  and  on  the  credit  of 
thcfe  he  did  not  lofe  a  fingleday  in 
applying,  through  Madame  Robert, 
to  Roland,  Dumourier,  and  BriiTot. 
The  Li:ter  thoi:ght  that  the  man 
fhould  have  a  place  :  '•'  the  reign  of 
■libcity,"  he  faid, ''  ought  to  be  be- 
*'  neficial  to  its  friends."  Roland 
could  only  propofe  a  clerkfhip  in 


his  office  ;  that  was  not  to  be  heard. 
Dumourier  offered  a  more  honour- 
able ftation,  though  not  of  the  firft 
rank,  and  with  a  falary  of  no  more 
than  a  thoufand  crowns ;  but  he  was 
informed,  that  M.  Robert  expefted 
to  be  fent  ambafiador  to  Conftanti- 
nople.  Such  a  demand  was  thouglit 
extravagant  by  all.  The  rcfult  was, 
that  M.  Robert  became  the  bitter 
enemy  of  BrifTot  and  his  faftion, 
wrote  libels  againft  them,  and  at- 
tached himfelf  to  Danton,  whofe 
clerk  he  was  afterwards  contented 
to  become. 

One  appointment  which  was 
known  to  be  in  contemplation,  oc- 
cafioned  the  greatefl  anxiety  to  the 
king  and  queen  :  it  was  that  of  go- 
vernor to  the  dauphin,  who  had  now 
completed  his  feventh  year.  They 
naturally  feared,  left  Condorcet,  Sy- 
eyes,  or  fome  other  candidate  from 
the  lift  prepared  by  the  former  af- 
fenibly,  might  be  obtruded  upon 
them.  Condorcet  was  their  firft 
terror,  efpecially  as  he  was  known 
to  be  then  bufied  with  the  projedl  of 
a  decree  on  that  fubjedl  ;  and  he 
had  long  before  publifhed  his  no- 
tion of  a  proper  education  for  the 
future  king,  who  in  his  opinion 
•'  fhould  §  above  all  things  he 
"  taught  to  receive  with  fubmiffion 
"  the  dangerous  burden  of  a  crown, 
"  and  to  refign  it  with  pleafure; 
"  regarding  the  acceleration  of  that 
*'  moment  when  he  fhould  be  only 
"  a  common  citizen,  as  his  duty 
"  and  glory."  It  was  refolved, 
therefore,  with  the  advice  of  \A. 
Bertrand,  at  once  to  nominate  M. 
Fleurieu,  formerly  minifler  of  the 


*  See  Madame  Roland's  Appeal,  Eng.  tranf.  part  ^.  pages  29,  30. 
•f-  Ibid. part  i,  page  157,  Sec. 
J  See  above,  p.  173. 

%  There  is  a  confiderable  extrafl  from  this  paper  of  Condorcet's,  in  the  late  Mr. 
Suikc's  Three Meaiorials,  54..  55. 

marine; 


HISTORY    OF    EUROPE. 


[439 


marine ;  which  meafure,  the  day 
before  it  was  to  be  notified  to  the 
council,  was  communicated  to  M. 
Dumourier.  Tliat  minifter  llrongly 
dif'ipproved  it,  inveighed  againlt 
the  fecret  advifers  of  the  crown,  but 
ofFered  to  manage  the  affiiir  him- 
felf,  if  the  king  would  fubfcribs 
two  millions  as  a  patriotic  gift  to 
the  approaching  war,  and  give 
time  to  prepare  the  minds  of  the 
Girondifis  and  Jacobins.  The  mo- 
narch, who  was  moll  afraid  of  any 
interpofition  from  that  quarter,  per- 
lifted  in  his  own  opinion  ;  affbmblcd 
the  council  at  an  unufual  hour  the 
next  morning  in  his  own  apart- 
ment, where  they  found  the  queen 
with  him ;  and  after  a  ihort  addrefs  to 
them  from  her,  as  a  mother,  anxi- 
ous only  for  her  child,  commanded 
them  to  go  in  a  body  to  the  aficra- 
bly  with  a  letter  which  he  then 
drew  from  his  pocket.  They  obey- 
ed. The  miniiler  of  juflice,  Du- 
ranthon,  prefented  it,  with  a  fliort 
and  dry  fpeech,  making  the  Itep,  as 
it  certainly  was,  the  immediate  aft 
of  the  royal  parents.  In  the  letter, 
after  a  reference  to  the  well-known 

'qualifications  of  M.  Fleurieu,  the 
king  pointed  out  what  fort  of  educa- 
tion he  intended  for  his  Ion.  "  I  fhall 
"  unceafingly  recommend  to  the  go- 
"  vernor,"  faid  he,"  to  infpire  the 
"  prince-royal  with  a  principle  of 
"  honouring  and  refpcfting  juftice, 
"  with  a  love  of  humanity,  and  all 
"  the  virtues  that  become  the  king 
"  of  a  free  people ;  to  teach  him 
"  that  a  king  exifts  only  for  the 
*'  happinefs  of  all,  and  that,  called 
"  to  maintain  the  execution  of  the 
"  laws,  his  moft  efFedual  power  to 
•'  enforce  the  obedience  of  others, 
"  is   the  example   which  he   gives 

*'  himlclf"  But  this  education  did 
not  meet  the  notions  of  the  affem- 


bly.  M.  Lafource  immediately  re- 
minded his  colleagues  of  the  lift  of 
candidates  made,  an  1  the  right  of 
nomination  afferted,  by  the  former 
afiembly  ;  propo/ing,  that  the  com- 
mittees of  public  inftrudion  and  le- 
gination,(hould  be  "directed  with- 
out delay  to  piefent  the  projedt  of  a 
decree  on  the  education  of  the  pre- 
fumptive  heir,  being  a  minor;"  "  be- 
"  caufe,"  heobferved, "  it  is  of  infi- 
"  nite  importance  that  he  fhould  re- 
"  ceive  an  education  conformable  to 
"  our  wiihes,  to  our  fentiment?,  and 
"  thofe  of  the  French  people." 
He  added  alfo,  that  "one  part  of  the 
decree  fhould  go  to  the  confidera- 
tion,  whether  the  governor  ought 
to  be  chofen  by  the  king,  or  by  the 
affembly.  This  motion  was  carried, 
with  an  amendment  made  by  M. 
Rouyer,  that  the  king's  letter, 
which  he  thought  unconlHtutional, 
(houldbe  referred  to  the  committees. 
There  the  queftion  dropped.  No 
report  was  ever  made,  and  M.  Fleu- 
rieu never  took  the  office  upon  him. 

This  important  point  fo  per- 
fonaliy  touching  the  king  himfelf, 
was  the  only  one  in  which  he  over- 
ruled his  minifters.  On  all  other 
occafions,  though  taking  a  part  in 
their  difcuffions,  and  fometimes  fuf- 
pending  his  decifion,  he  ultimately 
rehgned  himfelf  to  their  advice.  A 
flriking  inftance  of  his  facility  in 
this  refped,  even  againft  his  own 
better  judgment,  and  of  the  manner 
in  which  his  confidence  was  abufed 
to  his  ruin,  occurred  not  long  after. 
Immediately  on  the  declaration  of 
war,  M.  Dumouiier  applied  to  the 
affembly  for  fix  millions,  or  about 
250,0001.  fterling,  to  anfwer  the 
exigencies  of  fecret  fervices.  This 
was  violently  oppofed  by  the  Feuil- 
lants,  but  fupported  by  the  Jacobins  > 
and  the  fum  required  was  put  at  hia 

[£  e]  4  difpofal 
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difpofal  without  account.  The  ob- 
jed  and  price  of  the  fupport,  which 
he  received  in  this  inilance,  loon  ap- 
peared. M.  Fetion,  in  concert  with 
M.  Roland,  defired  to  have  thirty 
thoufand  iivrcs,  or  about  twelve 
hundred  and  fifty  pounds  a  month, 
under  pretence  of  employing  it  in 
counterafting  the  agitators  of  the 
people,  difcovering  the  plots  of  fo- 
reign emifl'aries,  and  fecuring  the 
tranquillity  of  Paris,  but  in  reality 
for  the  purpofe  of  keeping  in  pay  a 
number  of  people  who  were  hjs 
fpies  upon  the  court.  When  M. 
Dumourier  mentioned  the  affair  to 
the  king,  he  w-as  anfwercd,  "  I 
"  know  M.  Petion  to  be  my  ene- 
"  my  ;  you  v/ill  fee  that  he  will  em- 
f'  ploy  the  money  in  getting  libels 
*'  written  againft  me  ;  but  if  you 
*'  think  it  ufeful  let  him  have  it:" 
and  the  minifter  has  fince  confefll-d, 
that  the  king  knew  the  mayor  of 
Paris  better  than  himfelf.  In  truth, 
part  of  this  money  was  foon  after 
appropriated,  under  the  fuperin- 
tendance  of  M.  Roland,  to  the  efta- 
bliOilng  of  a  new  publication,  call- 
ed The  Sentinel,  which  vvas  pafied 
jup  at  every  corner  of  the  ftreets, 
and  of  ,which  more  than  twenty 
thoufand  were  frequently  printed. 
It  was  eondufted  by  Louvet,  with 
the  aiTillance  of  a  miurefs  of  his, 
who  had  I.ft  her  hufoand  for  him, 
and  whom,  from  a  fancied  refem- 
blance  to  the  heroine  in  one  of 
)iis  oivn  romances,  he  called  Lo- 
doiflca..  The  objecl  of  their  joint 
labours,  he  fays  himfelf,  v/as,  to 
open  the  eyes  of  the  people  to  the 
^Hedged  treachery  of  the  court  in 
concert  with  Auftria. 

Tne  king  all  this  .while  endea- 
voured, by  the  moft  condefcending 


behaviour,  to  ingratiate  himfelfwith 
thofe,  who,  under  the  defcription  of 
his  fervants,  were  in  truth  the  maf- 
ters  of  hlni  and  of  his  kingdoiTl.  Pie 
alked  quellions  of  each  refpeding 
his  particular  concerns,  and  the  fa- 
vourite purfuits  o.^  his  paft  life ; 
talked  plcaiantly  and  frankly  on  ge- 
neral topics,  and  frequently  renew- 
ed the  afl"urance;s  of  his  determina- 
tion to  maintain  the  conflitution. 
Ke  even  made  fom.e  progrefs  in 
foftening  the  aulierity  of  Roland, 
who  was,  however,  perpetually  re- 
proached by  his  *  wife,  for  the  ea- 
fmefs  with  whicli  he  allowed  him- 
felf to  be  duped,  and  told  by  her, 
that  "  no  faith  fiiculd  ever  be  placed 
"  in  the  conftitutional  vocation  of  a 
"  king,  born  and  bred  up  to  defpor- 
"  ifm,  and  accufton-.ed  to  exercife 
"  it."  Thus  urged  and  ftimulatcd, 
the  minifter  of  the  home  depart- 
ment perfevered  more  ileadily  than 
his  colleagues,  in  the  principles  and 
views  of  the  republican  fadlion. 
Claviere,  though  not  fo  decided,  yet 
gcneially  went  with  Roland.  Du- 
ranthon,  from  his  natural  dilpofition, 
rather  approved  moderate  counfels, 
and  commonly  made  a  majority  by 
falling  in  v.ith  the  remaining  three, 
among  whom  M.  Dumourier,  from 
his  ancient  habits  as  a  veteran  fol- 
dier,  and  a  member  of  the  diploma- 
tic body,  his  more  accommodating 
manners,  and  his  conncdion  with 
fome  old  and  refpedr.ble  courtiers, 
feems  to  have  gained  the  prlr.cipal 
place  in  the  conhdenc::  of  tlic  king 
and  queen. 

In  fuch  a  cabinet  the  feeds  of 
jealoufy  were  largely  fown.  M.  de 
Gravefoon  becam.e  diiTatisfied  from 
various  caufes,  but  ftayed  fome  time 
againft  hi^  own  inclination,  at  the 


*  See  Madame  Roland's  Appeal,  Eng.  tranf.  part  |,  p.  67. 
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Icing's  defire.  IvI.  Servan  fucceed- 
jng  him,  gave  to  Roland  three  fare 
voices  in  the  council,  while  Du- 
niourier  had  but  two,  as  he  could 
rxt  reckon  wi'h  certainty  upon  Du- 
ranthon,  ii.'.ble  as  that  minifler  muil 
fometimet  be  to  the  influence  of  his 
original  ccnneftions.  Nor  was  it 
long  beiore  a  breach  enfued  betw  een 
the  minilters  of  the  foreign  and  the 
home  departments.  The  caufe  of 
<juarrel  between  them  is  differently 
related.  However,  it  clearly  arcie 
from  fcmtthing  that  pafied  at  the 
cabinet  dinners  given  every  Friday 
by  the  latter.  Dumourier  fays,  that 
Kcland,  having  ir.trcduced  bis  v.ife, 
and  the  leaders  of  his  party,  to  thofe 
meetings,  it  appeared  to  him.  highly 
improper  to  dilcufs  official  I  ufme.'s 
in  their  prefence ;  wherefore  he  and 
M.  Lacofte  agreed  not  to  carry  their 
boxes  on  thefe  occafions  to  Roland's 
houfe.  On  the  otlier  fide,  Madame 
Roland  tell^j  a  Rory  not  quite  fo  cre- 
ditable to  Dumcurier.  A  report,  it 
fecms,  had  gone  abroad,  that  the  fale 
of  fome  confiderable  employment 
in  his  gift  had  been  negociated  by 
Eonne-Carrerc,  a  garr.eiler,  a  man 
of  pleafure  and  loci c  morals,  whom, 
in  a  new  arrangeinent  of  his  cfiice, 
he  had  made  director  general.  The 
funi  to  be  received  was  upwards  of 
4, ceo  1.  fterling,  a  part  of  which,  it 
was  added,  was  promifed  to  IVia- 
dame  Beauvart,  then  publicly  living 
Mith  the  miniucr.  The  fcanda!  of 
the  tale,  wheilier  true  or  falfe,  pro- 
duced a  com.plaint  from  Genfonne 
.and  BriiTot,  and  a  reproof  from  Ro- 
lar.d,  whole  manner  fo  much  offended, 
his  colleague,  that  he  grew  angry, 
and  took  his  leave  uith  au  air  of 
<iifcontent.     Madame  Roland  then 


told  her  hufband,  that  he  m.uft  ruin 
Dumourier,  or  would  be  ruined  by 
him  :  *  the  man,  fhe  obferved,  who 
once  thinks  fit  to  preach,  and 
preaches  to  nopurpofe,  mull  punifh, 
or  expeft  to  fuffer  himfelf  Some 
interviews  which  Dumourier  foon 
after  had  with  the  queen,  made  him 
much  fufpedled  by  the  other  party  in 
the  council.  That  unhappy  princefs 
had  been  informed  that  he  u  as  her 
enemy.  She  defired  to  feehim  ;  fhe 
expoftulated  with  him  on  thefubjeft; 
threw  cut  fome  vague  menaces,  as 
he  relates ;  but  on  his  proteftations 
of  fidelity  was  immediatelv  appeaf- 
ed,  and  coincided  in  his  opinions, 
that  the  king  and  his  family  could 
only  be  faved  by  the  moll;  intimate 
union  with  the  majority  of  the  na- 
tional affembly. 

Briffct  and  the  Girondills,  de- 
firous  of  favouring  the  adminiura- 
tion  which  had  been  formed  by 
themfelves,  and  the  power  of  which 
was  in  effect  their  own,  began  now 
to  Ihew  more  tendernefs,  tnan  they 
had  hitherto  done,  for  the  authority 
of  government  f .  At  the  fame  time, 
more  than  ever  occupied  by  their 
duty  in  the  national  affemblv,  and 
their  private  confultations  with  the 
m.inifters,  they  in  a  great  degree 
withdrew  themfelves  from  the  jaco- 
bin club.  They  even  ventured  to 
attack  the  Cordeliers  under  Rober- 
fpier.'-e  and  Danton. 

The  former  of  thefe  dem?gogues, 
cnthe  diffolution  of  the  frit  aifcmbly, 
had  become  prefident  of  the  tribunal 
of  Verfailles;  but  having  foon  left  that 
flation,  to  be  nearer  the  great  theatre 
of  adlicn  at  Paris,  he  had  been  defi- 
ed public  accuftr  to  the  tribunal  of 
the    metropolis.     Whether  it   was, 

*  St:e  Madame  Roland's  Appeal,  Eng.  tranf.  part  a.  p.  23.    The  anecdote  is 
related  with  conliJeniblo  diltertnce  ot  colouiing  in  her  ill  pair,  p.  73. 

f  Ste  Appendix  to  the  Chronicle;  p.  no.  Noteun  M.  de  Grave's  Letter. 
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that,  intent  only  on  politics,  he  want- 
ed eiciier  leifare  oi-  inclination  to 
apply  himlelf  with  zeal  to  the  duties 
of  his  office,  or  that  he  was  not  in 
his  own  nature  fo  ferocious  and  fan- 
guinary  as  he  afterwards,  from  his 
iituation  or  his  connexions,  appear- 
ed to  be,  the  fact  is  admitted  on  all 
hands*,  that  he  exercifed  his  func- 
tions with  very  commendable  mo- 
deration. But  the  fchifm  of  the 
Jacobins  gro.ving  daily  wider,  that 
he  might  be  more  at  liberty  to  at- 
tend the  club,  he  refigned  his  poll:, 
in  which  M.  Daport-du-Tertre,  late 
miniflcr  of  jaltice,  thought  it  an 
objedl  of  ambition  to  fucceed  him. 
Thus  enabled  to  dedicate  himfelf 
■wholly  to  the  bufinefs  of  the  fociecy, 
he  was  night  after  night  harangumg 
from  the  tribune  ;  his  perfeverance 
made  up  for  his  want  of  eloquence, 
in  which  qualification  h^  was  cer- 
tainly inferior  to  Briffct;  and  he 
had  juftly  acquired  fome  weight 
with  the  multitude,  for  his  character 
of  being  incorruptible;  a  confpicu- 
ous  praife,  when  fo  many  of  the  po- 
pular leaders,  and  BriiTot  among  the 
rcll,  are  confidently  faid  to  have  been 
bought  at  different  times,  and  fome 
of  tliem  by  oppofite  parties  at  the 
fame  time.  Ot  him  nothing  of  the 
fort  was  ever  infmuated. 

Danton  was  by  no  means  fo  un- 
impeaclied.  He  obtained  from  M. 
iViontmorin,  ar:d  afterwards  from 
M.  Delefl'art,  confiderable  fums  for 
occafional  fervices  in  making  and 
fupporting  motions  agreeable  to  the 
■views  of  the  court,  at  the  meetings 
of  his  fcflion,  and  the  different  po- 
pular focicties  to  v.hich  he  belonged: 
he  only  liipulated  that  he  fhould  be 
at  liberty  to  fea.'bn  his  fpeechcs  as 
much  as  he  pleafed  with  declama- 


tions and  invectives  againil  the 
court.  But  M.  Bertrand,  being  now 
privately  entruiled  with  the  fuperin- 
tendence  of  that  fort  of  influence, 
and  difapproving  both  the  policy 
and  expence  of  fuch  corruption, 
ftruck  off  the  whole  eflablilhment  of 
a  principal  agent  by  whom  thefe 
tranfacflions  had  been  conduced.  In 
confequence,  Danton  was  throvv-n  en- 
tirely upon  the  duke  of  Orleans, 
in  whofe  pay  he  was  believed  to 
have  been  from  the  beginning; 
and  that  prince,  having  been  more 
honedly  than  prudently  treated  with 
every  kind  of  fcorn  and  contumely 
by  the  courtiers,  and  even  by  the 
attendants  of  the  palace,  when  he 
had  gone  to  make  his  acknowledg- 
ments to  the  king  on  his  promotion 
to  the  rank  of  admiral  in  the  clofe 
of  the  year  1791,  was  now  more 
than  ever  bent  at  any  rifle  to  gratify 
at  once  his  ambition  and  revenge. 
TheOrleanifts,  therefore,  with  Dan- 
ton  at  their  head,  came  in  aid  of  Ro- 
feerfpierre  againfl  Bridbt,  the  duke 
having  long  found  that  the  latter 
had  no  aftcdion  to  his  perfon,  and 
no  concurrence  with  his  dcfigns.  It 
is  true,  that  he  had  very  little,  if 
any,  command  over  Roberfpierre, 
and  had  reafon  to  dillruil:  him  alfo, 
but  the  other  was  at  this  juncture 
the  more  formidable. 

The  Cordeliers,  and  all  the  other 
Jacobins  in  the  fame  intcrefl,  were 
heated  and  animated  by  the  luccefs 
of  thofe  who  had  afcended  to  power 
from  among  them,  and  through  them. 
The  court  WHS  fubdued;  the  clergy, 
the  nobility,  the  ancient  magillra- 
c/,  had  long  been  crufhed.  Four  or 
five  different  fets  of  the  better-born 
and  better-educated  men,  who  had 
become  eminent  in  different  llages 


*  Monjoyc's  Conjuration  de  Ryberfpierre,  and  Scrtrand's  Memoirs, 
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means   of  defence  from  the  king, 

whenever  the  decifive  day  of  attack 
upon  his  perfon  fhould  arrive.  Every 
fort  of  obloquy  was  heaped  upon 
them;  their  officers  were  openiy  in- 
fulted,   and    provocations  were  re- 
peatedly given,  to  furprifethem  into 
ibme  ad,  which  might  be  called  an 
aggreffion  upon  the  people.     They 
fometimes  were  under  the  necelilty 
of  driving  the  runners  of  fedition 
from  the  palace,  and  in  confequence 
were  foon  denounced  by  M.  Ker- 
faint.     He    objefted  alfo   that    the 
old  Swifs  guards  remained,  who,  to- 
gether with  the  new  guards,  made 
up  a  formidable  force,  againft  which 
he  cautioned  the  aflembly :  "  Anti- 
cipate,"  faid  he,  "  the  dangerous 
efforts  of  a  power,  the  nature  of 
which  is  to  invade   every  thing." 
Some  national  guards  were  in  the 
detachment  of  which  hecomplained ; 
but  it  only  alarmed  him  the  more 
that  they  ihould  be  under  the  com- 
mand of  the  duke  of  Brifiac.  In  the 
irregular  difcuflion  which  arofe,  it 
was  remarked  by  a   member,  that 
under  a  decree  of  the  hrft  affembly, 
the  Swifs   guards  were  to  continue 
till  they   fhould  be  re-engaged  on 
new   terms.     But  the  whole  affair 
was  referred  to   the  military  com- 
mittee, from  which  M.  Carnot  made 
a  report  juftifying   ti^c  conduft  of 
the  detachment,  yet  advifing,  that 


of  the  revolution,  had  been  fuccef- 
fively  ftiipped  of  their  popularity, 
and  degraded   never  to  rife  again. 
Their  chief  conteft  now  lay  with 
thofe,    whom    having    made,    they 
imagined  themfelves  the  moreeafily 
able  to  deftroy.  They  were  ft  length- 
ened alfo  by  many,  like  M.  Robert, 
whofe  avarice  or  vanity  could  not 
be  fatisfied  by  the  ruling  party.  To 
fpeeches  in  the  clubs  and  fedions, 
fucceeded  pamphlets,  effavs,  and  pa- 
ragraphs, from  one  divifion  of  the 
Jacobins  againft  the  other:  Camille, 
Defmoulins,  and  Freron  particularly 
diftinguiftied  themfelves  againft  the 
Girondifts  :  and  the  journals  con- 
duced by  Chaumette  and  Hebert, 
which  were  efpecially  calculated  to 
fpread  blafphemy  as  well  as  anarchy, 
gained  ground  perceptibly  on  thofe 
of  Briffot  and  Condorcet :  but  though 
opponents    in    other  refpeifls,  they 
were  only  rivals  in  every  popular  cry 
that  might  tend  to  injure  the  king. 
The    guard   of   twelve    hundred 
foot  and   fix  hundred  horfe,  which 
the  conftitution  allowed  for  the  pro- 
teftion  of  the  royal  perfon,^having 
been  filled  up  and  placed  under  the 
command  of  tiie   duke   of  Briffac, 
came    upon  duty    about  the    fame 
time  that  the  new  miniftry  had  been 
appointed.  The  deftrudlion  '^  of  this 
body  was  immediately  refolved,  as 
a  neceffary  meafure  for  taking  all 


*  The  fecret  trealbnable  defign  of  the  Jacobins  to  get  lid  of  the  king's  guard, 
is  ftited  on  tlie  authority  oi  M.  Petion,  who,  m  one  of  his  lubieqiient  paniphiets, 
enumerates  the  final  diflblution  of  that  body  as  one  of  the  revolutionary  raeafures  by 
which  the  affembly  prepared  the  way  for  the  loth  of  Aiigull.  The  whole  paifage 
is  curious  and  important;  it  is  as  follows: — "  L'affeniolee  ne  pouvoit  jias  iaire  ce 
que  le  peuple  a  tait ;  elle  ne  pouvoit  pas  commander  la  journee  du  lo  Aout,  mais 
elle  ra  preparee  par  des  mefures  renjolutionnaires.  L'cnvoi  qifellc  a  fait  aux  dc- 
partmens,  de  ia  fuperbe  lettre  de  Roland  au  roi,  d'une  adrefle  pisine  d'enfrgie  de  la 
ville  de  Ma-feilie,  ont  eie  de  vniis  appels  au  pciipie.  El'.e  a  cajfe  la  maifon  du  roi ; 
elle  a  reiiuoye  de  Paris  dcs  troupes  de  lignc,  qui  poitoieni  ombrage  a  la  liberie,  et 
enfin  (piand  lejour  imniortel  elt  veau,  elle  s'ell  eiever:  au  ni.eaudes  ciiconitances." 
jODfervations  de  Jeroiuc  Pctjonfur  ia  lettre  de  Maximilian  Robefpierre,  page  lo. 


m 
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in  future  the  Swifs  regiments  fhould  received  his  orders  from  the  fecret 
be  employed,  like  other  regiments,  committee   of  the   Jacobins.     The 
within  the  kingdom,  and  not  about  great  objed  was  now  to  get  a  'mif- 
ilie  perfon  of  the  king.     Tlie  con-  fion  for  thefe,  and  as  many  more  as 
iideration   of  this    report  was    ad-  could  be  collcfted  of  the  fame  de- 
journed,  and  there,  for  the  prefent,  fciiption,  into  the  very  body  of  the 
the  queftion  refted.  national  guards,  by  compofing  new 
It  was  another  elTential  part  of  battalions  of  them,  fo  as  that  they 
the  plot  to  gain  or  divide,  and,  if  might  take  their  turn  of  duty  in  the 
that  was  not  pradlicabie,  to  have  the  city  and  at  the  palace,  vvhicti  would 
means  of  oppofing,  perhaps  oi  over-  have  made  them,  in  a  great  degree, 
powering,   the   national   guards  of  maftcrs  of  both.   With  tiiis  view,  an 
Paris.     But  in  fpite  of  the  diiferent  addrefs,  in  the  name  of  ten  thoatand 
arts  long  employed  to  feduce  them.  Frenchmen,  to  the  national  afll  m- 
they  were,  very  many  of  them,  itill  biy,  was  polled  up  all  over  the  ca- 
attached  to  M.  La  Fayette,  and  the  pi:al  by  Petion,  as  it  was  be'ieved, 
officers  of  his  recommendation.  Eo-  and  probably  with  the  kino's  own 
dies   of  pikemen,   therefore,    were  money;  demanding  that  all  the  work- 
formed  to  overavve  them  ;  and  when  men,  labourers,  and  people  of  every 
this  new  force  was  united  with,  and  fort,   fnould  be    armed    and  incor- 
snade  dependent  upon  them,  though  porated   with  the  national  guards, 
not  mingled  in  their  ranks,  the  red-  The  pretence  for  this  demand  was, 
cap  band,  as  they  were  called,  and  *'  to  oppofe  a  fufficient  rcfiilance  to 
petticoat  troops  of  mendilguiled  in  «  the  tyrants  *  leagued  againil  li- 
the drefs  of  women,  were  iubftituved.  "  berty  ;"  and  that  it  was  a  mere 
There  was  alio  a  fort  of  regiment  of  pretence,  not  a  real  alarm,    feems 
picked  men,  chiefly  deierters,  and  clear,  from  the  anfvver  which  Ro- 
foldiers  who  had  been  diummed  out  land,    who   aded  in   clofe  concert 
by  their  comrades,  which,  as  early  with  Petion, gave  tothe  aid  de  camps 
as  March,  was  between  feven  and  of  M.  la  Fayette,  when  they  applied 
eight  hundred  ftrong,  and  received  for  reinforcements,  that  the  armies 
daily  augmentations.     Thefe  were  on  the  frontiers  were  ftrong  enough 
paid,  at  firll,  five  livres  a  day;  af-  for  every  purpofe, both  of  defenhve 
terwards,  as  their  numbers  increafed,  and  offenfive  operations. 
only  forty  fous.     They  were*com-  In  truth,  the  firft  dilgraces  of  the 
manded  by  a  knight  of  St.  Louis,-   French  arms  were  not  unexpefted 
to  whom  they  were  obliged  to  take,  by  the  fadlion,  which  had  forced  on 
on  their  adniiilion,  an  oath  of  unli-  hollilities.    They  h?.d  looked  f  for- 
niited  obedience,  and  who  himfelf  ward  with  confidence  to  thefe  events, 

as 

*  Petion's  placard  is  preferved  in  Dugour's  Defence,  Sec.  tom.i.  p.  190.  For 
therell  of  the  fa-Sts,  fee  Avant-dernier  Chapitre,  kc.  p.  1 5  and  16  ;  and  an  ofiicial 
accoimt,  communicated  by  Biiob,  one  of  the  police  jultices  of  Paris,  to  M.  Bertrand, 
Mem.  vol.  ii.  p.  251  and  252. 

f  Louvet  expreisly  declares  their  reliance  upon  thefe  events,  to  purge  at  once 
the  fenatct  tk^  annksy  and  the  tbmie.    He  exprefles  himl'df  with  equal  pbinnefs 

on 
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as  occafionsof  enflajTiing  the  popu-  leader  of  that  club,  and  afterwards 
lace  again!!  tha  king.  Neith';r  were  well  known  for  his  (h.ire  in  the  maf- 
they  flow  in  ufmg  Lhem  according  facres  of  September,  appeared  with 
to  their  original  plot  for  his  deft'-uc-  fome  petiiibners  at  the  bar  of  the" 
tion;  in  which  they  had  the  pe^fedl  afTeinbly.  He  compared  the  death 
accord  and  co-operation  of  the  other  cf  the  three  hundred  men,  wh^m 
fadion  under  Roberfpi?rre.  Every  they  had  loft,  to  that  of  the  three 
calamity,  therefore,  v/asafcribed.  in  hundred  Spaitans  at  Thermopylae; 
the  moil  unqualified  and  furiou;  bu:  proceeding  to  aver  that  the  pub- 
language,  to  the  treachery  of  the  I'c  voice,  more  faithful  than  miniile- 
Gourt.  The  meetings  of  the  fcfbions,  rial  reports,  afcribed  their  fate  to  a 
clubs,  coiFee-houfes,  and  ftreets  re-  treafon;  he  was  interrupted  there 
founded  with  nothing  but  invedlves  by  a  loud  cry  from  the  majority, 
againft  the  Auftrian  committer.  Fauchet,  Albitte,  Lecointre,  and 
The  Cordeliers,  indeed,  made  an  fome  other  members  of  their  ftamp, 
early  attempt  to  turn  this  e.igine  endeavoured  to  maintain  the  right 
againil  tiie  aiftual  minillry,  as  well  of  all  petitioners  to  be  heard,  and  the 
as    the  court.     Momoro,  a   da  ing  neceflity  of  obtaining  information, 

on  the  origin  and  obieft  of  the  war  ;  that  it  -ivas  intended  to  deflroy  royaJty  itfelffor 
enjei-ffirjl  in  France,  and  afur  wards  throughout  tbe  -zvorlJ.  "  Nons  voulions  la 
guerre,  nous,  purs  jacobins,  paice  qu'a  coup  lur  la  paix  tuoit  la  rcpublique,  piiif- 
que  dans  la  llippolition  la  plus  favorable  elle  nous  conduiibit  tout  a  plus  a  un 
changament  de  tyran.     Nous  la 'voulions,  pzrcz  que,   fi  elle  avoit  aclucliement  fes 


/^   . .  ,.  .     .    -    ,-. ,-.  «.- 

'VGie)2t  fufure,  le  plus  profond  rejjsntimtnt  d'une  irahifon  mieux  pron-uee,  flus  inex- 
cufable,  plus  eclatante,  for^oit  necejj'aireinent  une  veritable  revolution-, 
itun  prix  auqucl  on  ne  pouuoit  rien  comparer.  Vous  vovis  reuanchez  llir  la  paix, 
voi'is  ambititux  qui  ne  longez  qu'a  deplacer  un  roi.  lis  appcUoient  ia  guerre  a 
grands  cris,  les  hommes  d'un  cceur  genereux,  d'un  ame  vraimcnt  llbre,  trop  forts 
pour  ceder  aux  petites  fuggeftions  d'un  vil  interet  perfonnel;  trop  grands  pour  ne 
I'e  confiilerar  que  dans  la  palTage  de  cetre  vie.  lis  appelloient  la  guerre  les  repub- 
licalns  dignes  del'etre.  lis  olbient  afpirer  a  la  gloire  iblide,  a  I'immorlel  honneur 
Ae  tuer  la  royauti  menie,  de  la  tucr  a  ja?nais,  d'abord  en  Yrance  ct  puis  dans 
runi'vers. 

See"  A  Maximilien  Roberfpierre  et  a  fes  Royaliftes,  Jean  Raptifte  Louvet," 
page  18.  Another  teftimony  of  the  fame  kind,  and  perhaps  I'dll  more  worthy  of  no- 
tice, as  it  was  given  at  a  time  when  he  had  little  realbn  to  exuli:  in  the  fuccefs  of  his 
fchcmes,  is  to  be  found  in  his  "Narrative  of  his  Perils,  Eng.  tr.  p.  ii."  It  is  dated 
from  the  caverns  of  Mount  Jura,  where,  after  the  n;c!t  imminent  dangers  and  efcanes, 
he  had  concealed  himfelf  from  his  enemies.  After  giving  a  fliort  Iketch  of  the 
different  parties  in  France  in  the  beginning  of  1792,  and  referring  on  that  head  to 
the  p'.mphlet  quoted  abjve,  he  fays,  "  Under  theie  circumftances  was  moved  at 
<'  the  Jacobins  the  grand  queftion,  whether  war  ought  to  be  declared  againft 
*'  Aultria  ?  The  Cordeliers  were  againft  it,  becauie  it  would  give  too  much  ojwer 
"  to  La  Fayette,  the  greateit  enemy  of  Orleans  ;  the  Jacobins  were  for  it,  becaufe 
«•  a  peace  of  fix  months  would  have  fixed  a  defpotic  crown  on  the  head  of  Louis, 
<'  or  put  iin  ufurped  Iceptre  into  the  liands  of  Orl'jaus ;  w  liiit  ^jjar  alone,  fpeedy 
"  «ivflr,  couLi gi-ve  us  a  republic.  On  this  occ3fi.>n  buill-  'orth  the  grand  Ic'iiliu 
<-•  between  the  taction  of  Koberfpierre  and  the  party  of  i^ruTot,'" 

wherever 
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wherever  they  could,  in  their  then  to  the  true  caufe  of  all  their  evils.  He 

fituation.     Some  callci  out  to  the  found  it  in  the  error?  of  the  firft  af- 

fpok?fman  to  go  on,  others  to  with-  fembly,  ''which,  able  to  do  every 

draw  ;  at  laft,  finding  his  fupporters  "  thing,  had  done  only  half;  which 

too  weak,  he  and  his  attendants  re-  "  had  exalted  the  will  of  one  man  to 

tired  amidft  a  tumult  cf  mingled  ?1-  "  a  level  with  the  will  of  all ;  which 

tercation,  hiffes,  and  applaufes.  His  "  to  the  very  hands  that  had  kept 


failure  in  the  affembly  was  followed 
by  fome  little  difgrace  thrown  upon 
the  tonic  among  the  populace,  in 
confequenceofa  mifadvcntu  re  which 
befel  *  two  ftreet-orators  at  the  palais- 
royal.  In  the  midll:  of  the  moft  in- 
dignant declamations  ?.g:iinft  court- 
fraud,  they  were  detefted  in  picking 
the  pockets  of  their  admiring  au- 
ditors, and  upon  their  examination 
were  found  to  have  been  old  offen- 
ders in  this  way,  and  certificated 
patriots  of  the  jacobin  club. 

Notwithllanding  thefe  checks,  M 


"  the  nation  endaved,  had  trufled 
*'  the  protedion  of  liberty,  and  put 
"  into  them  at  the  fame  time  the  two 
"  weapons  that  are  mofl  fatal  to  it, 
"  the  fword  that  aflaflinates,  and  the 
"  gold  that  poifons;  and  which,  hav- 
*'  ing  poflefled  an  opportunity  of 
"  knowing  and  the  means  of  repair- 
"  ing  thefe  faults  at  the  epoch  of  the 
*'  2111  of  June  1791,  had  not  only 
"  neglefted  thefe  advantages,  but 
"  had  even  receded  ftill  further 
"  from  true  principles."  He  de- 
claimed againft   the  king,    nobles. 


Ifnard,  on  the  15th  of  May,  brought    priefls,  rich  proprietors,  weak  men 
the   fubjeft  direftly  before   the  af-     who  loved  peace  more  than  liberty. 


fembly.  He  propofed  a  rernonftrance 
to  the  king  in  the  name  of  the  na- 
tion. It  was  couched  in  the  moilof- 
fenfive  and  irritating  ftyle,  direftly 
charging  Louis  witTi  having  figned 
an  order  for  maflacring  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Paris  in  the  year  1789,  up- 
braiding him  with  abufing  the  lenity 


all  timid  minds,  all  imitators  and 
credulous  believers  ;  and  with  them 
he  contralicd  thofe  to  whom  alone 
he  allowed  the  character  of  true 
ftatefmen,  "  thofe  whofe  cold  reafon 
"  and  inexorable  policy,  he  faid,  arc 
"  deaf  to  the  promifes  of  prollrate 
"  tyrants,  and  infenfible  to  the  cali 


of  the  people,  who  had  replaced  him  "  of  felf-intereft,  becaufe  they  know 

on  the  throne,  when  any  other  peo-  "  that  the  freedom  of  a  day  always 

pie  would  have  dcpofed  him,  and  "  coils  too  much,  but  durable  free- 

the  Englifh,  asit  wasaflercedjwould  '' dom  never    enough;    x\\z.x.  flight 

have   tried  and  condemned  him  for  "  bleedings  are   not  percei'ved  in  the 

perjurv;  admitting  his  language  to  "  <veins  of  the  body  politic;  that  they 

have  been  always  coniHtuticnal,but  *'  are  nothing  -ivhen    the  public  fafcty 

defciibing  his  aftions  as  invariably  "is  at  fake  ^     The  king,  he  pro- 

in  contradiftion  to  his  declarations;  fefTed   to  believe,   did  undoubtedly 


and  ftrongly  intimating,  that  ?11  the 
plans  of  the  war  had  been  betrayed 
by  him  to  the  Auilrian  generals. 

This  was  introduced  by  a  laboured 
fpecch  of  confiderable  length,  in 
which  M.  Ifnard  profefled  to  afcend 


defire  his  own  individual  quiet,  and 
the  good  of  his  people  ;  but  upon 
the  court,  and  the  fecret  committee, 
which  he  fuppofed  to  aim  at  a 
counter-revolution  without  the  pri- 
vity of  the  king  himfelf,  he  charged 


*  Their  name^;  were  Genthon  and  Degout.    The  rtory  is  told  in  M.  Berlrand's 
Pcnunciaiion  et  piaifttc  contre  le  tjieur  Caira-,  as  well  as  in  his  Memoirs. 

all 
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all  the  inteftine  cahmities  of  the 
kingdom,  down  to  the  incendiary 
writings  of  Marat.  In  regard  to  the 
foreign  war,  having  traced  out  what 
he  imagined  to  be  the  plan  of  the 
comhincd  powers;  he  reprcfcnted  it 
as  a  madnefs  not  to  be  credited  by 
pofterity,  as  a  lingular  infiance  of 
the  excels  of  nadonal  blind nefs,  to 
truft  the  head  of  the  Bourbon  family 
with  the  managem.cn t  of  a  war 
againft  a  confederacy,  the  purpofe 
of  which  was  to  re-ellablifli  his  fa- 
mily and  himfelf  in  the  exercife  of 
abfolute  power.  To  rcmcdv  all  their 
maladies,  he  recommended  the  fup- 
preflion  of  anaichy,  which  had  ever 
been  found  to  be  a  bloody  road  con- 
dueling  to  defpotifm ;  the  banifli- 
ment  of  all  the  priefts  fummarily 
convided  of  difturbing  the  public 
peace  ;  a  more  ufeful  direction  to 
be  given  to  the  clubs,  which,  from 
their  affiliations  and  conefponden- 
cies,  he  regarded  as  eledlrical  con- 
duflors,  capable  of  faving  the  ftate 
by  their  communic.tions  and  im- 
pulfes;  proclamations  and  expoli- 
tions  to  be  publilhed  by  the  aflem- 
bly  itfelf  every  week ;  frequent 
meetings  of  the  members  in  fecret 
and  confidential  committees ;  and 
finally,  the  remonil:rance  which  he 
in  conclufion  moved,  "  as  a  ferious 
**  and  definitive  explanation  with 
"  the  king  ;  the  ultimatum  of  the 
*'  fovereignwill  of  the  people;  which 
*'  fhould  thoroughly  imprefs  the  lat- 
"  ter  with  a  fenfe  of  their  own  dig- 
''  nity,  and  the  former  with  a  con- 
*'  vifiion  of  his  nullity,"  Should  it 
be  difregarded,  he  hoped  that  the 
eves  of  the  infuhcd  nation  would  be 
opened ;  tliat  fome  orator,  burning 
with  the  love  of  his  country,  would 
unfold  the  long  treafons  of  the 
Thuilleries,  and  fucccfsfully  ani- 
mate the  alTembly  to  ibme  extra- 


ordinary nipafure,  fuch  as  could 
alone  work  the  public  fafety. 

This  fpeech  and  motion  were 
ufhered  ia  by  feveral  of  thofe  thea- 
trical exhibitions  at  the  bar,  which 
were  commonly  ufed  on  fuch  occa- 
iions ;  and  the  galleries  were  filled 
with  auditors  who  were  loud  in  their 
applaufe  of  all  the  ilrorger  paflliges, 
and  particularly  of  that  which  fo  dl- 
re£tly  encouraged  bloodihed  ai;d 
mafTacre.  Yet  many  murmurs  and 
fome  laughter  were  heard  in  the  ai- 
fembly.  The  feafon  was  not  vet 
come ;  and  the  fubjeifl  was  for  the 
prefent  difuiified  by  a  call  for  the 
order  of  the  day. 

An  incident,  however,  foon  forced 
Briflbt  and  the  Girondills  openly  to 
avow  themfelves  before  they  v.xre 
ready.  M.  Carra,  in  a  news-paper 
publiflied  by  him,  had  talked  verv 
confidently  of  the  fuppofed  Auftrian 
committee,  and  in  one  of  the  fittings 
of  the  jacobin  club,  publicly  de- 
nounced M.  Moiitmorin  and  Al.  Ber . 
trand  by  name,  as  leading  members 
of  it.  He  hadaiTertcdalfo  in  his  jour- 
nal.that  there  was  a  plot  for  a  feconJ 
efcape  of  the  king,  and  a  new  St. 
Bartholomew's  day  in  Paris;  he  ad- 
vifed  all  the  citizens,  therefore,  to 
be  armed,  and  to  keep  them.felves  on 
their  guard;  the  clubs  to  hold  their 
fittings  day  and  right,  the  beacoui 
to  be  kindled,  and  the  alarm  bells  to 
be  rung  on  thefirll  fignal.  Thefe  en- 
deavours to  excite  public  ferments, 
partly  as  the  mean  -  and  partly  as  the 
excufe  of  violence,  had  always  fore- 
run the  former  attacks  on  the  king's 
perfon.  He  was  now  in  greatci- 
danger  than  ever  from  the  compo- 
fition  of  his  miniftry.  Thefe  confi- 
derations  inclined  M.  Bertrand  to 
meet  this  cry  as  foon  as  pothble ;  ef- 
pecially  fince  the  opportu'/iity  now 
ofiered  for  him  and  Ai.  Montmorin 

to 


448]       ANNUAL     REGI  STER,  1792. 


to  do  this  without  involving  the 
king.  He  was  the  more  Iteady  in 
this  opinion,  as  he  had  accidentally 
learned  a  circumftar.crc,  which  fecm- 
ed  calculated,  if  it  fhould  get  abroad 
iirll  from  the  other  fide,  to  lend  a 
colour  of  truth  to  the  fiftion  of  the 
Auftrian  committee.  M.  Regnaud, 
of  St.  Jean  d'Angely,  who  had  been 
a  popvilar  member  of  the  firft  alTem- 
bly,  called  one  day  on  M.  Maiouet, 
and  exprelTed  his  pleafure  in  the 
thought  of  meeting  him  more  fre- 
quently, and  on  more  intimate  terms 
in  future.  Being  defired  to  explain 
himfelf,  he  faid,  that  he  had  received 
a  fummons  to  attend  a  fecret  com- 
mittee at  the  princefs  de  Lamhalle's, 
where  he  was  told,  that  he  would 
find  M.  Montmorin,  M.  Bertrand, 
and  M.  Malouet;  and  it  was  with 
great  difRcuhy  he  could  be  perHiad- 
ed,  that  M.  Malouet  belonged  to  no 
committee  whatever,  had  never  been 
in  the  princefs  de  Lamballe's  houfe, 
and  hardly  knew  her  by  fight. 

With  this  clue,  and  having  taken 
the  precaution  to  afcertain  from 
Madame  de  Lamballe,that  fhe  knew 
nothing  of  any  lecret  committee,  M. 
Bertrand  folicited  R'l.  Montmorin  to 
join  him  in  profecuting  Carra  and 
the  other  journaiiih,  particularly 
Briffot  and  Condorcet,  who  had 
publiihed  fimilar  calumnies  on  the 
lame  fubjcdt.  The  latter  Hill  adhered 
to  his  old  policy  of  defpifing  all  li- 
bels. The  form.er,  however,  was  as 
fixed  in  his  perfuafion,  that  in  fuch 
cafes  there  is  no  vvifdom  but  in  vigour. 
But  as  the  king  and  queen  were  fo 
much  implicated,  he  thought  it  pro- 
per toconfult  them,  who,  approving 
nis  fpirit,  and  the  motive  of  it,  dif- 
fuaded  him  only  on  account  of  the 
perfonal  rifle  v/hick  he  would  incur. 
He  carried  his  complaint  before  M. 
la  Riviere,  one  of  the  jullices  fitting 
at  what  was  called  the  tribunal  of 
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correftional  police.  He  fwore  to  the 
falfehood  of  the  charge  in  lodgino 
his  information,  and  he  was  corrobo-' 
rated  by  M.  Montmorin,  who  now 
alfo  brought  his  complaint,  and  by 
Madame  de  Lan)bal!e.  M.  Regnaud 
was  then  examined.  Search  was. 
made  for  Richer  de  Scriiy,  the  young 
man  who  had  brought  the  pretend- 
ed invitation  from  the  princefs  to 
M.  Regnaud,  but  he  abfconded. 
Carra  himfelf,  agreeably  to  the  prac- 
tice of  the  French  law,  was  interro- 
gated, v/hen  he  named,  as  his  au- 
thors, three  members  of  the  aflem- 
bly.  Merlin,  Bazire,  and  Chabot^ 
They  being  next  called  upon  to  de- 
clare what  they  knew,  avowed  that 
they  had  fanftioned  the  article  pub- 
lifhed  by  Carra,  and  faid,  that  the 
exiftence  of  the  Auftrian  committee 
appeared  in  papers,  which  came  to. 
their  pofi'effion  as  mem^bers  of  the 
committee  of  fupcrintendence,  one 
of  the  committees  of  the  national  af- 
fembly.  A  new  infcrmaiion  was  in 
confequence  lodged  againft  them 
foon  after  by  M.  M.  Bertrand  and 
Montmorin. 

In  this  ftage  of  the  proceeding,  M. 
la  Riviere  believed  himfelf  warrant- 
ed to  apply  for  a  communication  of 
the  papers,  as  necefiary  to  the  pur- 
pofes  of  juHice.  Ke  went,  attended 
by  a  deputation  of  his  brother  ma- 
giiirates,  to  the  bar.  A  very  fingular 
fcene  was  then  difplayed.  M.  Fau- 
chet,  the  new  bifnop  of  Calvados, 
thought  it  efiential  to  explain  the 
nature  of  the  committee,  of  which 
he  Y.as  himfelf  a  member.  Their  in- 
formers, he  faid,  defired  to  remain 
concealed,  as  many  of  them  had  of- 
fices about  the  palace,  which  they 
would  not  only  lofe,  but  hazard  their 
lives,  by  being  known  ;  and  they 
gave  their  intelligence  under  an  oath 
of  fecrecy  from  the  committee.  The 
ufc  which  was  made  of  the  talcs  thus 
communicated. 
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Cotnmunicated,  was  to  give  public 
notice  of  plots,  when  the  committee 
believed  them;  and  feveral,  in  the 
opinion  of  M.  Fauchet,  had  been 
thus  defeated.  In  thefe  doflrines  he 
was  fuppoitcd  by  M.  Guadet,  who 
alfo  obferved,  that  there  was  certain- 
ly no  legal  evidence  to  prove  the 
exigence  of  an  Auftrian  committee, 
though  no  man  could  have  a  moral 
doubt  of  the  fad  :  he  vviOied,  there- 
fore, the  whole  affair  to  be  left  to 
the  zeal  of  the  committee,  the  mem- 
bers of  which,  as  fbcn  as  they  had 
any  proofs,  would   hallen  to  bring 
them  forward,  and  put  the  legida- 
tive  body  in  a  fituation  of  doing  a 
great  aft  of  fe verity,    M.  Bazire,  on 
the  fame  fide,  admitted,  that  he  and 
his  colleagues  had  no  legal  proofs ; 
complained  that  they  did  not  pofTefs 
lufHcient  power  and  other  means  to 
be  fo  ufeful  as  they  wilhed,  not  being 
authorized  to  make  domiciliary  vifits, 
or  fend  for  witnefTes  and  papers,  and 
having  no  funds  at  their  difpofal  to 
pay  their  fpies;  confirmed  what  had 
been  faid  by  M.  Fauchet  of  the  me- 
thod taken  by  them  to  defeat  plots 
through  the  news-papers,  which  he 
confidered  "  as  a  very  innocent  and 
'*  moll    humane    expedient;"   and 
trufted  that    the    aflembly   would 
never  have  the  immorality  to  think 
of  violating  the  promife  of  fecrefy, 
which  had  been  fworn  to  the  infor- 
mers.   On  the  oppofite  fide,  fome 
propofed  to  comply  with  the  addrefs 
of  the  juftices;  others  were  for  or- 
dering the  committee  to  make  a  re- 
port the  next  day.    M.  Quatremere 
exprefl'ed  himfelf  with  becoming  in- 
dignation at  an  inllitution,  fuch  as 


th^s    committee    was    reprefented, 
though  he  could  never  belie  -e  it  to 
be;   "  an  impenetrable  den,   where 
"  calumny  lay  inwait  for  everreadv 
"  to  fpring  upon  her  prey:"  he  ri- 
diculed the  notion  of  that  being  kept 
a  fecret  from  the  affembly,  which 
had  been  entruilcd   to  Carra,  a  li- 
beller by  trade,  who  would  fpread  ic 
all  over  Europe  ;  and  he  demanded, 
thp>t  either  the  papers  fnould  be  com- 
municated for  the  purpofes  of  jultice, 
or  be  read  and  difcufTed  in  a  com- 
mittee of  the  whole  afiembly.   The 
order  of  the  day  was  however  voted, 
on  the  motion  of  M.  Dumolard,  who 
truly  remarked,  that  the  committee 
of  fuperintendence  had  nothing  to  do 
with  the  queiUon.  It  lay  between  M. 
M.  Eertrand  and  Montmorin  on  the 
one  fide,  and  on  the  other,  M.  Carra 
and   the  three  members,  who  muft 
fupportas  they  could  beforethetribu- 
nal,  the  public  aflertions,  which  they 
had  made.    If  the  former  were  cri- 
minal,  they   ought  to  be   feverely 
punilhed;  if  notrhe  left  the  affemb!/ 
to  fettle  on  what  head  the  punifli- 
ment  ought  to  fall.    He  had  been 
himfelf   named    on   the  committee, 
and  could  not  fuppofe  that  his  col- 
leagues meant  to  make  it  a  tribunal 
of  inquifition  terrible  to  all  France. 
He  demanded  that  jullice  fliould  be 
done  to  all,  and  a  fr^c  courfe  al- 
lowed to  the  law.  Thefe  fehtiments 
were  applauded,  and  feemed  to  have 
influenced  the  decifion  which  im- 
mediately followed. 

Fortified,  as  he  vainly  imagined, 
by  the  fenfe  of  the  alTembly,  and  be- 
lieving himfelf  to  be  juftified  by  the 
letter  *  of  the  new  conftitution,  M, 


*  Tlie  following  is  the  article  of  the  conftitution,  which  he  afterwards  alledged 
in  his  defence.  "  They  (the  members  of  tiie  legiflative  body)  may,  for  a  crimmal 
**  aft,  be  felzed  in  flagrante  deliSlo,  or  in  virtue  of  a  warrant  of  arreft,  but 
**  notice  fliall  be  given  of  it,  without  delay,  to  the  leg'iflativc  body,  and  the  pro- 
'*  fecution  cannot  be  continued,  till  after  the  legiflative  body  fhall  have  decided 
"  that  there  is  ground  of  siccufation,'"     Part  iii.  chap.  i.  tit.  viii. 
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la  Riviere  ifftied  warrants  to  have 
the  three  members  brought  before 
him.  This  was  done  by  three  foluiers 
of  the  police,  between  five  and  fix 
the  next  morning.  He  afterwards 
faid,  that  he  direded  this  procefs  10 
be  ferved  upon  them  at  fo  early  an 
hour,  for  thepurpufe  of  accommoda- 
tion, fo  as  to  enable  them,  after  be- 
ing examined,  to  attend  their  duty 
at  the  opening  'of  the  ail'embly.  On 
the  other  hand,  they  confidered  tJiis 
circumftance  as  an  aggravated  in-  ■ 
fult,  and  the  whole  tranfaftior  as  a 
breach  of  privilege.  M.  Bazire 
■  alone,  on  the  explanaiion  which  was 
given,  and  a  reference  to  the  con- 
ftitution,  which  was  produced  to 
him,  confented  to  anfwer  the  quef- 
tions  that  were  put  to  him.  The 
others  refufed  ;  protetled  againil  the 
whole  procedure  as  efi'entially  null 
and  void  ;  were  difmiffed,  and  re- 
paired to  the  a/Tembly.  The  gal- 
leries received  them  with  indecent 
plaudits  at  their  entrance,  and  at 
every  paufe  in  their  fpeeckes.  Thdir 
complaint  was  lirongly  taken  up  by 
the  majority.  It  was  dtcided  that 
M.  la  Riviere  fhould  not  be  heard 
on  his  own  petition.,  which  had  tieen 
prefented  foon  after  the  arrival  of 
the  three  members,  but  fhould.be 
ordered  to  the  bar  to  explain  his 
conduft.  M.Guadetand fome.others 
even  contended,  that  he  lliould  be 
reftraincd  to  anfvi-er  on  interrogato- 
ries. He  was  heard,  however,  v/ith 
no  other  interruption  than  occa- 
fional  laughter  and  cries  from  the 
galleries.  His  addrefs  was  refpeet- 
ful,  but  firm  and  dignified.  He  gave 
it  the  turn  and  air  of  a  report  ratlier 
than  a  defence,  i^ating  what  he  had 
done,  declaring  that  he  had  fully 
difcharged  his  duty  in  the  informa- 
tions which  he  had  taken,  and  leav- 
ing the  affeipbly  to  decide,  whether 


there  wis  ground  for  di.'-efting  a 
regular  charge  to  be  exhibited,  and 
a  profecutioa  to  be  inftituted,  a- 
gainil  the  three  members.  He  ob- 
lerved  too,  in^his  exculpation,  that 
the  minlficr  of  juilice  had  lately 
written  to  the  tribunals,  exciting 
them  to  ufe  all  the  fc verity  of  the 
law  in  reprefung  flander,  which  the 
letter  denominated  a  moral  afi'affina- 
tion.  On  his  withdrawing,  a  motion 
was  made  by  M.  Lemontey  to  refer 
the  whole  quellion  to  the  committee 
of  h-gifiation.  This  v/as  refifted  by 
M.  Guadet,  who  thought  it  highly 
indecent  to  deliberate  v.'hether  their 
three  colleagues  ihr-uld  be  put  on 
their  trial.  He  was  for  determining 
immediately  on  thegonducl:  of  the 
magiftrates.  Ifjuiiices  of  peace  were 
fufre.'-ed  to  proceed  in  that  manner, 
he  was  afraid  there  might  not  re- 
main an  hundred  members  for  the 
difpatch  of  public  bufmefs.  Long 
and  fharp  debates' enfued  till  after 
midnight,  when  the  motion  of  M. 
Lenioiitey  was  carried. 

The  next  morning  the  galleries 
were  filled  uith  the  hired  emiffaries 
of  the  Cordeliers,  Jacobins,  and  Gi- 
roridiib.  The  report  of  the  com- 
mittee was  demanded.  It'.\asnot 
ready  ;  no  time  had  been  fixed  for 
it.  Amidil  confulion,  agitation,  and 
uproar,  affifted  by  the  galleries,  the 
vote  of  the  laii  fitting  was  in  effefl 
refcinded,  and  the  difcufiion  opened 
on  the  ipot  without  any  report.  The 
conflitution  was  quoted  on  all  fides 
in  trie  moll:  contradiclory  fenfes.  It 
was  urged,  that,  although  the  mem- 
bers might  be  legally  apprehended 
on  a  warrant  to  arreft  them,  theji 
could  not  on  a  warrant  to  carry  them 
before  a  magillrate;  the  greater,  il 
v/as  faid,  did  not  include  the  lefs  j 
and  what  M.  la  Riviere  had  repre- 
fent-ed  as  a  mitigated  ufe  of  the  pov^'er; 

veiled 


Veiled  iu  liim,  was  treated  as  an  a6l 
of  criminal  ufnrpation  againll  the 
dignity  oftlie  auembly.  it  was  af- 
ferted,  that  in  the  new  code  of  law, 
defamation   was    not    a   crime    for 
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to  Orleans.    It  was  ahfwered,  how- 
ever, that  there  was  a  decree  of  the 
23d  of  Tune  1789,  not  yet  repealed, 
which  declared  the  right  of  the  af- 
fembly  to  punilh  thoie  who  fhould 
which   a  member  of  the   aflembly     prokcute.  arrell,  or  detain  any  de- 
could  be  punifiiedj  it  was  even  ar-     puty  on  account  of  his  opinions,  or 
gued   not  to  be  a  crime  at  all,  be-     his  cunduifl  in    the    Ibites  general: 
caufe  ic  did  not  lead  to  a  capital     Bat  the   majority  did  not  counte- 
fentence  in  any  cafe  ;  but  in  anfwer,     nance  the  application  of  that  decree. 
a  paffage  *  was  cited  from  the  con-     Their  principal   reliance  feemed  to 
'  liitutional  aft,  which  exprefsly  gave     be  placed  on  the  violent  declama- 
bcth  a  civil  and  criminal  fuit,  at  the     tions  Vv'hich  were  poured  forth  upon 
option  of  the  party,  in  cafes  of  de-     the    obnoxious    magiiirate,     as    aa 
famation.  Itvvas  triumphantlvpoint-     agent  of  the   Auflrian    committee, 
ed  out,  that  in  fuch  cafes  at  leall;  no     All  that  was  faid  againft  him  was 
fentence  could  be  palled  without  the     tumultuoufly  cheered  ;  the  voices  of 
previous  declaration  of  a  jury,  both     thofe  who  were  difpofod   to  defend 
that  the  words  cnarged  as  a   libel     him,  were  drowned  in  murmurs  and 
were  criminal,  and  tiiat  the  perfon     cries;  many  left  the  hall  in  difguft; 
accufed  was  guilty  j  and  it  was  ad-     and  a  vote  of  acsrufation  was  finally 
ded,  that  no  jury  had  been  impan-     palled  air.idll  the  plaudits  and  fhouts 
nelled  in  this  cafe  :   but  it  was  truly     of  the  galleries.     M.  la  Riviere  was 
oblerved  on  the  other  fide,  that  no     fent  to  Orleans,  whence  he  was  only 
fentence  had  been  paffcd,  or  intend-     brought  to  be  mu-deved  with   the 
ed  to  be  palTed ;  the  magiiirate  had     ether  victims  of  the  following  Scp- 
only  taken  preparatory  informations,     tcmbcr. 


and  then,  as  his  duty  diredted  him, 
fubmitted  tiie  affair  to  the  alTembly. 
Neither  of  the  three  members  had 
complained  of  any  aftual  violence; 
tliey  feem  all,  from  their  own  ac- 
counts, to  have  obeyed  the  warrants 
voluntarily;  yet  the  coniHtution  was 
adduced  to  Ihew,  that  when  a  vo- 
luntary obedience  was  declared,  no 


Three  members  of  the  minority, 
M.  Vaublanc,  M.  Duniolard,  and 
M.  Cheron,  were  inllantly  de- 
nounced, as  having  palled  a  great 
part  of  the  night,  preceding  the 
ex'ecution  of  the  UT.rrants,  in  con- 
fultation  with  M.  la  Riviere.  But 
the  firll  had  never  feen  or  heard 
that   magiftrate,  having    been   ac-^ 


violence  was  to  be  ufcd.    On  behalf  cidentally  abfent  v/hen  he  appear- 

of  M.  Riviere  it  was  urged,  th;it  the  ed    at    the    bar  ;    the    fecond    was 

independence  of  the  judicial -on  the  wholly  unacquainted  with  him,  nor 

legiflative  power  was  a  fundamental  had  ever  palled  any  part  of  a  night 

maxim  of  their  conllitution;  and  to  in  company  with  M.  Vaublanc,  and 

that  end  it  had  been  exprefsly  pro-  the  third  denied  the  faft  ailedged 


vided,  that  the  afts  of  a  juiHce  who 
had  exceeded  his  powers,  muft  be  ex- 
amined and  annulled  by  the  proper 
tribunal  of  appeal,  before  the  af- 
ferwbly  could  fend  him  as  a  criminal 


ag?.i!ift  him.  The  tale  was  traced 
from  one  to  another,  till  it  Hopped 
wiih  the  new  bilhop  of  Limojjes, 
who  only  prr;tendcd,  that  he  faw  M. 
Cheron  accotl  M.  la  Riviere  in  the 


•  Partiii.  ch.v.  tit.xviii. 


ftreetj 
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ftreet,  not  one  day,  but  two  days  be- 
fore the  warrant?,  and  at  parting  afk, 
if  they  were  to  lee  each  other  that 
night  with  fome  of  their  common 
friends.  Even  this  was  not  remem- 
bered by  M.  Cheron;  yet  it  was 
propofed,  that  the  denunciation 
fhould  be  referred  to  the  commlt'.ee 
of  iuperintendence,  to  be  examined 
by  their  lecret  inquifuion  ;  but  M. 
Genfonne  moved  and  carried  the 
order  of  the  day,  becaufe  the  in- 
violability of  members  could  cn!y  be 
infringed  where  they  were  corrupt- 
ed by  money,  which  was  not  pre- 
'  tended  in  the  cafe  before  them. 
The  king,  thinking  that  the  falfe- 
hoods  which  he  had  before  defpifed, 
BOW  affumed  a  graver  afpeft,  from 
the  firlt  debates  of  the  affcmbly  on 
the  affair  of  the  three  members,  and 
willing  as  far  as  pofTible  to  flielter 
M.  la  Riviere  from  the  confequen- 
ces  of  his  loyal  but  indifcreet  zeal, 
had  direded  the  minifter  of  juilice  to 
give  the  neceifary  in'ftruclions  to  the 
public  accufer  for  commencing  an 
inftant  profecation  on  the  fubjedof 
the  Auftrian  committee.  This  Hep 
had  been  figni.led  without  lofs  of 
time  to  the  afTembly,  and  a  commu- 
nication of  the  papers  poUefied  by 
the  committee  ot  iuperintendence 
requefled  in  the  king's  name.  But  the 
confideration  of  this  letter  was  ad- 
journed till  after  the  decifion  on  the 
condud  ofM-  la  Riviere,  when  Gen- 
fonne undertook  to  denounce  it  as 
contrary  to  ihz  conftituticn.  Brif- 
fot,  at  the  iame  time,  pledged  him- 
felf  with  Genfonne  to  denounce  tlie 
Auftrian  committee. 

When  the  appointed  day  came, 
all  was  expedation  and  anxiety.  For 
the  greater  folemnity,  the  prefident, 
at  the  motion  of  a  member,opened  the 
buiineis  by  reading  to  the  galleries 
the  law,  which  forbade  eyery  mark 


of  approbation  or  difapprobation. 
M.  Genfonne  then  began.  The  firfl 
part  of  his  fpeech  related  to  the  king's 
letter.  He  defcribed  it  as  injurious 
to  the  legiflative  body,  dangerous 
to  the  public  iafety,  an  ulurpation 
on  the  conftitution,  and  a  new  proof 
of  the  exiilence  of  an  Auftrian  com- 
mittee. He  did  not  make  the  fiighteft 
allufion  to  the  minifter  Duranthon, 
who  had  counterfigned  it,  and  by 
law  was  refponfible  for  it,  but  attri- 
buted every  thing  to  the  fecret  ad- 
vifers  about  the  tiircne.  Thence  he 
paiTed  to  the  denunciation  of  the 
fuppofed  Auftrian  committee.  Three 
queftions,  he  faid,  prefentcd  them- 
felvcs  :  Did  fuch  a  committee  exift  ? 
Was  there  lufiicientproofagainftany 
of  the  leaders  ?  And  what  would  be 
the  belt  method  of  difcovering  the 
accomplices,  and  difconcerting  all 
their  plots  ?  He  referred  generally 
to  heaps  of  letters,  and  fome  depofi- 
tions  which  remained  in  the  cuftody 
of  the  committee  of  fuperintend- 
ence,  and  to  clouds  of  witnefies,  who 
could  be  brought  to  the  bar  ;  but  he 
produced  neither  the  one  nor  the 
other.  The  reft  was  vague  decla- 
mation, on  the  aft'erted  defigns  of 
thofe  who  were  fuppofed  to  furround 
the  king,  on  the  concert  of  foreign 
powers  in  the  royal  caufe,  the  ar- 
rival of  many  nobles  in  the  capi- 
tal, and  their  fudden  departure,  the 
employment  of  perfons  related  to 
emigrants,  the  bad  compohtion  of 
the  new  guard,  the  late  denuncia- 
tions by  M.  M.  Bertrand  and  Mont- 
morin,  and  the  warrants  iffued  by 
M.  !a  Riviere  ag^inft  the  three  mem- 
bers ;  after  which  he  ended  ixy  mov- 
ing a  decree  of  accuiation  againil 
M.  Montmorin ;  an  order  for  M. 
Bertrand  to  deliver  up  ail  his  cor- 
refpondence  with  the  colonies,  that 
it  might  be  examined  and  reported 

t* 
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to  the  affembly ;  and  finally,  a  di- 
reftion  to  the  committee  of  faperin- 
tendence,  to  report  the  evidence 
vvhich  they  had,  or  could  obtain,  of 
the  confpiracy  carried  on  by  the 
Auftrian  committee. 

Brifibt  followed,  and   was  more 
explicit.  He  defcribed  the  Auftrian 
committee  to  be  a  fodlion  of  ene- 
m.ies  to  liberty,  who  fometimes  go- 
verning in  tne   name  of  the  king, 
*hom  they  deceived,  and  fometimes 
liredling    his   minifters,  had    con- 
^antjy  betrayed  the  people,  and  fa- 
:riiiced  the  interefts  of  the  nation  to 
hofe  of  a  fingle  family.     The  fub- 
erviency  of  this  committee  to  the 
loufe   of  Auftria  was  its   principal 
:hara(Sleriilic,  and  underthat  relation 
t  was  only  one  branch  of  the  party 
vhich- domineered  in  France.    The 
ntrigues  of  that  party,  he  faid,  bore 
late  from  the  fatal  treaty  of  1756, 
he  perfidious  work  of  the  minilU-r 
Caunitz.    Slaves  of   that    Auftrian 
yfiem,  the  Montmorins   and   De- 
SiTarts  were  in  their  feveral  turns 
0  more  than  puppets,  the  firings  of 
I'hich  were  at  Vienna.     It  was  M. 
dercy  who  direded  the  cabinet  of 
'ranee  when  the   people  deftroyed 
!ie  Baftile;  it  was  he  who  ftlll  di- 
S'^^ed  it  at  that  very  moment.  This, 
e  added,  is  what  we  call  the  Auf- 
ian  committee.    The  peculiar  fea- 
ires  of  this  confpiracy  according 
)  him  were,  an  abfolute  devotion 
)  the  royal  prerogative,  and  the  in- 
;rells  of  Auftria;  an   averfion  to 
ny   alliance,   however  eafy,  with 
rufiia  or    E^igland ;  a    tendernefs 
)r  the  emigrants,   though  without 
ihering  to  all    their  views  ;  a  dif- 
ke  of  the  war  with  Auftria,  after 
iving    brought     it    on ;     and   fi- 
illy,  the  projeft  of  eftabliiliing  an 
Tembly  that  Ihould  confifl;  of  two 
lambers. 


This  treafon,  fuch  as  he  charged 
it,  he  undertook  to  prove  by  docu- 
ments, which  he  had  obtained  from 
the  foreign  office.     They  were  mu- 
tilated extrads  of  M.  Montmorin's 
correfpondence.     The  firft,  and  in 
his  eftimation  the  moil  important, 
on  which  he  beftowed  a  very  la- 
boured comment,  was  a  pailage  in  a 
letter  from  the  minifter  to  the  French 
ambaffador  at  Vienna,  dated  on  the 
3d  of  Auguft  1791,  during  the  con- 
linemrn:  and  fuipenfion  of  the  king. 
It  announced  the  favourable  change 
which  had  taken  place  in  the  ma- 
jority  of  the    affembly;    and    the 
manifell   intention    of  the     writer 
was  to  pacify  the  Emperor  with  the 
hope,    that    the    rcvoiutioH   would 
quietly  feitle  itfelf  without  injury 
to  the  royal  family.     "  The  better 
"  diipofed  minds  in  the  affembly," 
faid  M.  Montmorin,    "  they  who 
"  have  hitherto  had  the  greateftin- 
*'  fluence  there,  are  united,  and  adl 
"  in  concert  with  the  king's  true 
•'  fervanls,  to  fupport  the  monarchy 
"  and   reftore    to    his   majcily    the 
"  power  and  authority  neceffary  to 
"  carry  on  the  government  of  the 
"  country.    Within  fifteen  days  the 
"  prefent  afflicting  fituation  of  the 
"  royal  family  will  be  at  an  end." 
Lower  down,  continued  the  orator, 
he  writes;    "  fince   thefe  deputies 
«'  have  joined    us,    we   have  per- 
*'  ceiled    the     neceffity    of    ufing 
"  fome  managements  with  them,  to 
"   keep   them    on    the    fide    which 
"  th^y  have  lately  taken.     Severe 
<'  meafures   have   been  adopted  in 
*'  con  undtion   with    them  for    the 
"  purpofe  of  repreffing  the  fadious 
"  againfl  whom  we  have  to  com- 
"  bat."    Who,  afked   Briffot,  does 
not  lee,  who   does  not    recognize 
the  'well-difpcfcd minds  of  whom  M. 
Montmorin   fpeaks  ?  Who   cannot 
[/'/J   3  name 
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name  the  intriguers,  whofe  conducl  duced  from  other  letters,  to  prove 
and  language  changed  at  that  very  that  M.  Montmorin   had   been  ac- 
epoch,  and  who,  after  having  de-  quainted  with  the  verfatility  of  Leo- 
fended  the  people,  coalefced  with  a  pold,  who  was  dcfcribed,  in  one  of 
raini'lry  ngainlt  which  they  had  ne-  the  difpatches,  as  a  man,  that  if  he 
ver  ceafed  to  declaim  ?  Analyfe  this  followed  his  ov/n  difpcfuions,  would 
letter,  and  at  every  word  you  will  fend  io,coo  troops   to  fight  on  the 
find  the  corruption  of  the  Auftrian  one  fide,  and  10,000  on  the  other  ; 
committ'.'e.     He  then  launched  inro  and  yet,  it  was  obferved,  the  mini- 
a  violent  inveftiveagainlt  the  phrafe  fter  had   fo    far  tru fled  iuch  a  man 
of   "  the  king''s/er-vants,'"  which  he  as  not  to  apply  for  any  armament, 
faid   was  the  moft  eloquent  abridg-  not  to  negociate  for  an  alliance  with 
mentofM.  Montmorin's  principles,  Prufiia,  nor  even  for  the  nc:utrality 
and   an    expreffion   fit   only    for  a  of  England.     Great  firefs  was  laid 
Turkilh  vilir  on  his  knees  to   the  on  another  head  of  charge,  found- 
fultan,  or  a  flave  licking  the  dufl  at  ed  on  a  letter  of  much  older  date, 
the  feet  of  the  vifir.     The  next  do-  It  was  f  om  the  French  envoy    at 
cument    was    a     fsmilar    aflurance,  Geneva,  in  Aiigufl:    1790.     It  an- 
given  by  M.  Montrnorinin  the  pre-  nounced  that  he  had  gone  into  the 
ceding   April,    of  the    difpofition  fervice    of  the"  count   d'Artoi«,   a 
which  he  fuppofc-d  to  be  then  pre-  ftep  which  was  ftated  to  be  contrary 
valent  among  the  leaders  of  the  af-  to   the   declared  intentions  of  M. 
fembly,   to    maintain    the    alliance  MontmO'in,  but  which  the  writer 
with  Auflria.     This  the  accufer  re-  hoped  might  net  be  difagreeable  to 
garded  as  one  of  the  greatefl  crimes,  him.     This- was  a  dilcovery,  in  the 
in  all  the  members  of  the  coalition,  opinion  of  BrliTot,  to  make  his  hear- 
He   particularly    inveighed  againft  ers  ihudder ;  a  manlfell  trcafon.  He 
the    minifter   for    reprefenting   the  then  paned  to  tiie  characters  of  the 
nation  as  wilhivig  to  flrengthen  that     French  ambafTadois  and  envoys  un- 
aliiance,  after  the  E.~peror's  circu- 
lar letter  from    Padua,  exciting  all 
the   fovereigns    of   Europe  againil 
them,  and  the  treaty  of  Pilnitz,  con 


der  M.  Montmorin,  all  of  whom 
were  afferted  to  be  enemies  to  the 
revolution,  except  Genet,  a  true 
repr.blican,  who  was  left  neglefted 


needing  Auflria  with  Prufiia,  which     at  Peterihurgh.    He  adverted  again 


he  pronounced  to  be  the  moft  pal- 
pable violation  of  the  treaties,  that 
bound  the  former  pov/er  to  France. 
•'  Abjedl  mini  der,"  exclaimed  Brif- 
fot,  "  we  did  not  wifti  it.  No,  the 
"  French  did  not  wifh  to  ftrengthen 
**  the  ties,  that  cohnedlsd  them 
"  with  tyrants.  They  did  wiih  to 
"  treat  with  the  German  nation  ; 
*<  but  never  fhall  their  money  and 
'■  their  blood  be  fpent  for  the  men 
"  who  lord  it  over  their  bre- 
»'  thren."  Other  pafTages  were  pro- 


in  his  peroration  to  the  tenets  of 
the  Auilrian  committee,  and  gave, 
in  a  fhortcr  ccmpafs  than  before, 
what  he  called  their  profefaon  ol 
faith.  It  vv-as  "  to  take  all  op- 
"  portonitiesofadvp.ncingthe  royal 
"  authorit}*  b.caufe  they  enter- 
"  tained  iiopes  of  placing  it  fome 
"  dav  or  other  on  a  level  with  thai 
"  of  the  Englifh  crown,  and  tc 
"  ilrergthen  it  with  the  fyilem  oi 
*♦  the  two  chamber?,  becaufe  thai 
"  fyflem  would  give  the  king  greatei 
<«  mcam 
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"  means  of  influence  in  dirpofing  of 
*'  the  lives  and  fortunes  of  the  ci- 
"  tizens,  and  in  confirming  the 
"  treaty  of  1756,  which  was  tlie 
"  end  of  all  the  Auftrian  intrigues." 
This  was  the  utmolllength.to  which 
he  believed  the  defigns  of  the  court, 
and  the  councils  of  the  Emperor 
to  extend,  and  th,-  plot,  to  which  he 
attributed  all  the  late  occurrences, 
that  had  agitated  the  people.  He 
differed  from  M.  Genfonne,  in  urg- 
ing the  proiccution  of  M.  D'aport 
du  Tertre  alfo,  and  in  thinking  the 
committee  of  fuperintendence  not 
ready  yet  to  report;  initead^  of 
which,  he  propofed  that  a  regifter 
fhould  be  opened  for  information 
from  every  quarter. 

The  effeftdf  thefe  denunciations 
was  in  no  meafure  anfvverable  to 
the  curiofity  which  they  had  raifcd. 
M.  Kerfaint  inllantly  moved  the 
vote  of  impeachment,  but  cculd 
find  none  to  fecond  him.  An  order 
was  made  for  the  two  fpeeches  to 
be  printed,  and  it  was  added,  on  the 
fuggeftion  of  another  member,  that 
they  (liould  be  accompanied  by  au- 
thentic and  complete  copies  of  all 
the  papers  quoted  in  them.  _M. 
Rouyer  was  denrous  of  fupplying 
one  omiflion  of  M.  Geufonne,  by 
denouncing  the  minifter  of  juft'.ce 
who  had  counterfigned  the^  king's 
letter,  and  moved  that  the  following 
Fridav  fhould  be  appointed  for  that 
dlfculuon  ;  but  this  did  not  fuit  the 
views  of  the  majority,  and  they 
flopped  Tt  at  once,  by  pafTmg  to  the 
order  of  the  day. 

Among  other  arts  to  work  up  the 
paiuons  of  the  multitude,  prev.cus 
to  the  bufinefs  of  this  day,  th.e  falfe- 
hood  of  the  king's  intention  to  ef- 
cape  was  re-aflerted,  and  difFufed 
\\kk.  malignant  adivity.     To  give 


the  greater  credit  to  the  tale,  M. 
Petion,  the  evening  before,  wrote  to 
the  cummanoing  otficer  of  the  na- 
tional guards,  acquainting  him  that 
many  had  exprciled  their  apprehen- 
fions  of  the  king's  departure  that 
night;  that  there  alfo  were  rumours 
of  intended  dillurb.mces  and  com- 
motions ;  and  that  all  was  accompa- 
nied by  probabilities  and  circum- 
flances  of  prefamption :  wherefore 
he  defired  every  meafure  of  obfer- 
vatioa  and  precaution  to  be  taken 
without  a  moment's  delay,  and  the 
patroles  to  be  reinforced  and  multi- 
plied. The  king,  hearing  of  this 
ftep,  the  next  day  addreii'ed  a  letter 
on  the  fubjefl  to  the  municipality, 
complaining  of  the  mayoi's  conduct 
to  him,  notwithllauding  the  decla- 
ration whicii  he  hid  made  on  a  fi- 
milar  report  the  Feb.uary  before; 
informing  them  that  he  knew  all 
the  macnin?.tions  employed  to  in- 
fluence the  people,  raife  an  infur- 
reilion,  and  force  him  to  quit  the 
capital  ;  but  alluring  them  that 
while  France  had  enemies  to  com- 
bat within  and  without,  the  capital 
was  his  poll,  and  that  he  put  unre- 
ferved  confidence  in  the  national 
guards  of  Paris.  A  copy  of  this 
letter  was  inclcfed  to  t.he  diredlory 
of  the  department,  obferving  that 
they  would  readily  fee  the  wxked- 
nefs  of  fpreadingfuch  a  report  in  the 
afbual  lituation  of  the  metropolis. 
To  make  it  as  public  as  pofTible,  it 
was  printed  and  Itjck  up  in  all  the 
Ibeets,  B"-;t  the  fol'owing  day  it 
appeared  covered  with  mud  and  filth 
of  every  kind,  and  over  it  was  placed 
?."n  addrefs  of  M.  Petion  to  his  fel- 
low citizens,  which  was  an  anfwer 
to  the  king,  couched  in  the  moft 
difrefpettiui  ilyle  of  pert  fapcriori- 
ty.     His  purpofe   was  to   degrade 
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the  unfortunate  monarch  *.  He 
fucceeded  but  too  well,  and  exulted 
in  his  luccefs.  The  council-general 
of  the  commune, u  here  the  Jacobins 
and  Cordeliers  had  a  decilive  ma- 
jority againft  the  Feuillans,  ?.pprov- 
ed  what  the  m?,yor  had  done. 

In  this  ftate  of  the  public  mind, 
came  an  account  from  the  munici- 
pality of  Neuilly,  that  twelve  Swifs 
foldiers  getting  r'runk  at  a  public 
houfe,  had  hoiiled  the  white  cock- 
ade, and  wounded  feme  perfons 
who  gathered  round  them,  but  were 
feized  by  the  national  guards,  and 
delivered  to  their  own  officers,  by 
■whom  they  were  confined.  Merlin 
brought  forward  the  fubjcdl  in  the 
affembly,  and  it  was  referred  to  the 
king  and  minillersto  proceed  agajnft 
the  prifoners,  and  in  three  days  in- 
form the  legiflative  body  of  tlie 
niealures  taken  in  confequence. 
This  was  done  on  the  motion  of  M. 
Guadet,  who  conneded  th:s  Itory 
with  information  received  of  white 
cockades  in  great  numbers  having 
been  got  ready  in  Paris. 

M.  Merlin  then  produced  an  ac- 
count, which  had  been  fent  to  the 
committee  of  fupf^iiiitendcnce  by  the 
municipality  of  St  Cloud,  contain- 
ing intelligence,  that  at  the  Royal 
Porcelain  manufadiory  at  Seve,  fifty 
two  fquare  packages  of  paper  were 
burnt  by  M.  La  Porte,  the  fuperin- 
tende-nt  of  the  civil  lift;  that  only 
three  of  the  workmen  were  allowed 
to  be  prefer.t,  ard  ncbody  cou'd  tell 
■what  the  packages  contained.  M. 
Merlin  intimated  that  they  muft  be 
the  archives  of  the  Ai'firian  com- 
mitiee.  M.  La  Por:e  was  fummoned 
to  the  bar.     He  explained  the  myf- 


tery.  There  were,  he  faid,  thirty,  net 
filty-two  packages,  and  they  con- 
tained an  edition  of  the  Memoirs  of 
Madame  La  Motte,  which  had 
been  bought  up  by  the  king  and 
deflroyed,  to  prevent  their  circula- 
tion. But  as  every  perfon  about 
the  court -was  fufpefted,  it  was 
thought  neceflary  to  enquire  fur- 
ther, and  examine  all  the  workmen 
and  others  prefent  at  the  tranfaftion. 
Chabot  having  obferved  in  the 
debate  that  they  were  upon,  a  a'^oI- 
cano,  and  that  he  would  prove,  by 
undeniable  evidence,  the  exiftence 
of  a  plot  for  diffolving  the  affembly 
and  making  a  counter-revolution, 
was  new  called  upon  to  produce 
his  proofs.  This,  however,  he  wilh- 
ed  to  poilpone,  but  at  the  fame  lime 
afferted  that  he  had  no  lefs  than  one 
hundred  and  eighty-four  docu- 
ments, that  went  fully  to  the  point. 
He  declared  that  he  did  not  chufe 
to  give  notice  to  thofe  who  might 
be  criminated,  that  they  m.ight  ef- 
cape;  and  on  the  authority  of  a 
difijatch  from  the  municipality  of 
Boulcgne-fur-Mer,which  M.  Petion 
had  tranfmitted  to  the  committee  of 
fuperintendence,  he  announced  that 
M.  Montmorin,  with  the  princels  de 
Lamballe,  had  fled  to  England.  M. 
Eazire,  however,  to  fatisfy  in  fome 
degree  tie  calls  made  on  the  com- 
mittee, undertook  the  next  day  to 
bring  forward  the  queftion  of  ca- 
fhiering  the  king's  new  guards,  and 
to  prove  that  there  had  been  a  plot 
to  carry  off  the  king,  on  the  day 
that  the  entertainment  was  given 
to  the  fo'diers  of  the  regiment  of 
Chareau-vicux.  Forefeeing  or  pre- 
tending to  forefee    the  probability 


*  Cette  g;uerre  polemique,  entre  iin  roi  et  un  fimple  mairc,  etoit  vn  exemple 
nouveaii  :  il  ne  fut  pas  inutile,  et  fit  plus  (J'imprefllon  chez  Tetrariger  qu'en 
France  mcme.     See  Le  Compte  rendu  a  fes  coucitoyens  par  Jerome  Petion. 

of 
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of  fome  fermentation  in  confe- 
quence  of  his  engagement  for  the 
next  day,  he  moved  and  carried  a 
refolution  that  the  guard  through- 
out Paris  {hould  be  doubled,  and 
the  mayor  attend  every  morning 
to  report  the  Hate  of  the  capital. 
M.  Carnot  v.ent  further,  and  pro- 
pofed  that  the  fitting  fhouid  be 
declared  permanent,  according  to 
the  form  uled  by  the  conftituent 
alTem.bly  at  the  epoch  of  the  king's 
departure  in  June  1791.  The  ap- 
plication of  the  precedent  was  felt, 
and  its  adoption  decreed,  while  the 
hall  refounded  with  applaufe. 

This  extraordmary  fitting  did 
not  open  very  aufpicioufly  for  the 
views  of  the  majority.  What  had 
been  faid  by  M.  La  Porte,  vvas  cor- 
roborated by  all  the  other  perfons 
who  were  examined  to  the  fame 
point,  with  the  important  addition, 
that  the  books  had  been  bought  up 
by  M.  La  Porte  at  the  defire  of  M. 
La  Motte  himielf,  expreded  through 
his  counfel.  M.  Montmorin  wrote 
to  the  prefident,  that  he  had  no  in- 
tention whatever  of  leaving  France, 
had  not  been  out  of  Paris,  for  the 
laft  two  months,  and  (hould  not 
ftir  from  it  till  he  had  cleared  up 
the  charges  mat^e  upon  him,  to 
which  he  was  then  jrinting,  and 
hoped  foon  to  fend  the  prefident, 
a  complete  anfwer.  Chabot  in  con- 
fequcr.ce  produced  the  letter  from 
Boulogne  ;  but  was  under  the  ne- 
ceifity  of  owning  a  little  miftake  as 
to  the  princefs  de  Lamballe ;  it  was 
in  truth  the  princci's  Lambefc  who 
was  faid  to  have  gone  for  England, 
and  whofe  emigration  at  that  period 
had  nothing  peculiar  in  it.  The 
date  too,  of  the  fuppofed  embarka- 
tion, appeared  to  be  the  8th  of  the 
month,  ie'veral  days  anterior  to  the 
lime  when  both  M.  Montmorin 
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and  A'ladame  Lamballe  were  no- 
torioufly  in  Paris,  making  their  fe- 
vtral  depofitions  before  M.  La  Ri- 
viere. 

The  next  momirg  the  mayor  ap- 
peared at  the  bar.  He  prai:'ed  the 
care  and  wildom  of  the  lace  decree, 
reprefented  the  dangerous  Hate  of 
the  capital  which  made  it  neceflary, 
but  aiPirmed  that  the  mafs  of  the 
citizens  of  Paris  was  excellent. 
"  I'hey  love  liberty  and  the  con- 
"  ftitution,"  faid  he,  "  and  will 
"  defend  them  till  death :  the  men 
"  of  the  14th  of  July  ftill  exill. 
"  Hew  imprudent  arc  the  cowards 
•*  who  confplre  againll  our  repofe  ! 
"  They  perceive  fome  divifions 
"  among  the  men,  who,  though  not 
"  always  taking  the  fame  road, 
"  yet  wifn  to  arrive  at  the  fame 
"  end  ;  and  they  immediately  he- 
"  lieve  that  the  moment  is  arrived 
"  to  realize  their  odious  chimeras. 
"  The  fools ;  they  do  not  fee  that 
"  if  the  tempeft  burfts,  it  is  upon 
"them  that  the  bolt  will  fall."  He 
told  the  aiTcmbiy,  however,  with  a 
boaft  of  his  exaiSl  intelliger.ee,  that 
the  night  had  been  calm,  and 
nothing  indicated  a  ftormy  day. 
If  they  would  fliew  themfelves  con- 
(lantly  elevated  to  the  height  of 
their  fublime  funclicns  ;  if  they 
would  dil'play  the  auguil  character 
wherewith  the  nation  had  invefted 
them  ;  they  might  be  aflured  of  the 
tranquillity,  not  only  of  Paris,  but 
of  all  France.  Yet  the  mayor,  as 
the  royallft  writers  have  remarked, 
was  wcil  acquainted,  that,  the  even- 
ing before,  tiie  chapel  of  the  Inva  ■ 
lids  had  been  broken  open,  the  fa- 
cred  vefiels  ftolen,  and  the  holy 
wafer  irreverently  thrown  out  upon 
the  altar  ;  and  at  the  very  time  that 
he  w.is  fpeakinp  there  was  a  ferious 
riot  at  the  palace.     A  confiderable 
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body  of  men,  armed  with  pike?, 
clubs,  and  other  fuch  weapons, 
marched  thither  in  the  morning, 
iniulted  the  t'uards  in  the  groffeil 
manner,  and  placed  over  the  gate 
a  tricoloured  flag  and  a  red  cap. 
The  air  refounded  with  iiorrihis 
cries  and  imprecations  againft  the 
royal  family,  and  regicide  was 
openly  preached.  Anoiiier  detach- 
ment of  the  fame  kind,  men,  wo- 
men, and  children,  about  two  thoii- 
fand  llrong,  with  drums  heating, 
and  the  red  cap  difplayed  for  a 
ilandard,  filed  through  the  ailc^mbiV 
as  fooM  as  M.  Petion  retired.  They 
ranged  themfclves  round  the  hall, 
and.  then  the  prehuent  called  upon 
M.  Bazire  to  bring  forward  ^his 
motion  again  ft  the  king's  guard. 

He  firlt  infilled  on  the  vicious 
and  unconftitutioml  compofidon  of 
the  new  guards,  who  had  nor,  as  he 
faid,  the  qualifications  required  :,y 
law.  He  aflerted,  that  they  confift- 
ed  almofl  entirely  of  the  king's  old 
o-uards,  men  who  had  quitted  the 
ecclefiaftical  habit  for  the  uniform, 
nobles  juft  returned  from  foreign 
Countries,  fons  of  nobles  jufr  come 
from  college,  and  members  of  a 
royalift  fociety  at  Aries ;  but  he 
I'entured  to  name  only  feven  fpe- 
cif.c  infiances,  two  of  perfons  who 
had  formerly  been  intended  ^'or  the 
church,  two  youths  from  college, 
ions  of  Count  Berangcr,  and  three 
natives  of  Aries.  Neither  was  evi- 
dence of  any  kind  produced  to 
ihew,  that  all  thefe  had  riot  ferved 
a  year  in  the  national  guards,  and 
taken  the  civic  oath,  which  were 
the  only  demands  of  the  law.  The 
next  head  of  charge  related  to  the 
r.-icans,  which  were  alledged  to  have 
been  employed  for  corrupting  the 
good  patriots.  A.  fevcre  fatire  on 
the  n-jw  con'iituuovi,  i:  feems,  had 


been  found  upon  the  foldiers  beds, 
without  any  perfon  knowing  who 
laid   it    there  ;  the    device   on  the 
pummel  of  their  fabres  was  a  cock 
crow  ned  ;  and  Jie  ixten  were  k-'pt  as 
much    as   poiTlble    nom  -  mingling, 
with   the  natior.ai  gr.ards.     Thefe 
thre'e  trifling  fads,  llated  in  the  de- 
clarations of  three  witnefles,  formed 
all  the  proof  on   this  head.     Dan- 
gerous defigns  were  imputed  to  this 
laody  on  little  better  evidep.ce.  A  fer- 
jeant  nam.ed  Nereis,  who  had  been 
in  the  old  gu.irds,  was  mentioned 
as  having  refiecled  on  the  memories 
of  the  three  hundred,  who  fell  ia 
the  affair  of    Mons,   calling  them 
fc'jundrels,  and  adding,  that  there 
were  many  ftill  to  be  knocked  on 
the  head.     One  of  the  anonymous 
informers   related  fome  e.xpreflions 
of  fatisfaftion  at  the  fuppofed  fuc- 
cefs   of  the  combined    forces,  but 
from  whom  in  particular  they  pro- 
ceeded   was    not    even    intimated. 
The  moft  important  fa6t  which  M. 
Bazire  had  engaged  to  prove   be- 
yond a  doubt,  wa;  the  plot  to  carry 
off  the  king  on  the  evenino;  of  the 
entertainment  given  to  the  Swifs  of 
the  regiment  of  Chateau-vieux,  or 
as  he  ilyled  it,  the  feftival  of  liber- 
ty.    And  to  this  point  he  cited  a 
joint  declaration  of    feven  of  the 
guards,  whofe  names,  however,  he 
did  not  difclofe,  nor  explain  whe- 
ther  they   fpc.ke   from   their   own 
knowledge.     They  ftated  that  the 
officers  ol'  the  horfe-guards  that  day 
gave    an    entertainment    to    their 
men,  at  which  the  healths   of  Ar- 
tois,  Conde,  Bouilie,  Lambcfc,  and 
other  emigrants  were  drunk ;  that 
a  young  man  of  the  name  of  Cabrol, 
giving    the  health    of   the  prince- 
royal,  was  almoft  ffranglcd  by  his 
neighbours  for  not  ufing  the  title 
of  dauphin,  but     was    refcued  by 
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others  of  his  comrades ;  and  that 
M,  Sombreuil,  an  oiTicer,  on  fome 
occafion  or  other,  exclaimed,  "  We 
*<   ought  to   have  been  more  tha-.i 
"  thirty   leagues   from   he:Ke  wi;h 
«  tiie  kinfT  ;  if  we  had  not  wanted 
«  relays  ot  horfes,  the  great  ftroke 
«'  would  have  been  ftruck."     Se- 
veral  o:her  declarations  were  a!fo 
faid    to  cOtifirm  this   laft  principal 
circumitance,  but  none  of  them  were 
dillinilly   ftated.      After    afTuming 
everv  thing  which,  lie  had  advanced 
to   be  fuUv  proved,  and  inveighing 
acrainft  the  guards,  he  concluded  by 
averting  that  the  old  body-guards, 
««  wiioie  ariilocratical   uiUies  in    a 
««  moment  of  debauch  had  rouzed 
«*  the  people,  and  provoked  the  fa- 
«*  mous  day  of  the  6ch  of  OAober, 
"   bad  in  iruih  lefs  abufed  the  pa- 
<■  tience  of  all  good  citizens."    His 
motion    was,    that   they  {hould    be 
cafhiered,    re-modelled,   and    their 
.  duty  done  in  the  mean  time  by  the 
Swifs  regiments  and  the    national 
guard. 

The  reading  of  the  papers  wp.s 
twice  interrupted  (the  lail  time  be- 
caufe  they  were  tedious)  to  begin 
the  difcufiion  ;    but  on  account  of 
the  thin  attendance  of  members,  the 
qaeltion     v.as    poftponed    till    the 
evenino--       A  moll  tempeftuou?  de- 
bate then  took  place.     It  was  in- 
filled on  the  other  fide,  that  an  en- 
quiry eafily  might,  and  in  common 
juftice  certainly    fiiould,   be    made 
into  the  qualifications  of  the  guards, 
whether  thevwere  fach  as  to  fati^fy 
the  demands  of  the  law ;  that  the 
other  facts,,  more  fpecially  charged, 
ought  to  be  fairly  examined,  by  tak- 
ing evidence  on  behalf  of  the  parties 
accufed,aS  well  as  of  their  accufers, 
and,  above  all,  that  nothing  (hoard 
be  refted  on   letters  or  declarations 
of  men,  who  would  not  fign  their 


communications;  the  perpetual  re- 
currence of  blanks  infiead  of  names 
throwing,   as  it  was    cbfLrved,  an 
air  of  ridicule  over  the  reading  of 
the  papers,  very  inconfillent  with 
t'le    gravity  of  fuch  a  proceeding. 
M.    earnot,    who    was    a   leading 
member  of  the  military  committee, 
denied  the  right  of  the  ailembly, 
under  the  conilitution,  to  ca(hier  the 
king's  guards.     Thefe   arguments, 
however,    were    overborne  by  de- 
clamation,    inveclive,      murmur-, 
cries,  and  the  applaufes  or  hifTes  of 
the  o-aII°ries.     One  member  of  the 
minoritv,  M.  Foudrieres,  was  fent 
to    priion  ;    and    others    prevented 
from,    de'ivering    their   fer, timents. 
At  length  a  motion,  made  by  M. 
Guadet,  was  carried,  fimilar  in  effect 
with  that  of  M.  Bazire,  except  that 
inilead  of  mentioning  the  Swifs  re- 
giments, it  merely  directed  the  duty 
to  be  done  by  the  national  guard?, 
in  the  fame  manner  as  before  the 
fonr.atiofi  of  the  new  guard.     Im- 
mediateiy  on   paGiiig   that  decree, 
M.    Merlin     dem.anded   that    ihcy 
Ihould  not  feparate  before  they  had 
come  to  a  vote  refpecling  the  con- 
duft    of  the   duke   of  Briflac,  the 
commanding  omcer.       It  was  pro- 
poled  in  oppofition  by  M.  Becquet 
to    adjourn    tliat    quellion    till   the 
next    morning,  and   in   the   mean 
time  to  have  the  papers  read,  on 
which  any  crimination  of  that  no- 
bleman vv'as  Intendid  to  be  founo- 
cd,  efpeclally  as  M.  Bazire  had  not 
even  m.entior.ed  him  in  his  denun- 
ciaiion.       But    they    imroediatsly 
proceeded  to  the  diicullion.     It  was 
in  every  refpecl  the    fequel  of  the 
former  fcene;  another  member  of 
the  minority,  jM.  Calvet,  was  voted 
to  the  Abbey;  and    M.    jaucourt 
narrowly  efcaped  the  .ame  puniih- 
ment,  for  whifpering  in  Chabot's 
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enr  the  promife  of  a  found  canins;, 
in  return  for  threatening  him  pri- 
vately with  the  committee.  When 
the  disgraceful  altercation,  which 
this  lall  circumftance  occafionedj 
had  fubfided,  the  voie  on  the  prin- 
cip'.l  queflion  was  put  and  carried 
againll;  M.  Brifiac.  The  peraia- 
rent  fitting  was  then  adjourised  till 
the  ordinary  hour  of  meeting  the 
next  morning. 

The  king's  miniflers  had  feveral 
times  remonil rated  with  him  on  the 
impolicy  of  retaining  tliis  guard,  in 
defiance  of  the  popular  cry.     T)\i- 
mourier,in  particular.expreiled  fome 
farprlfe   that  he  fliould  be   fo   un- 
willing  to  part  with  men  of  whom 
he  knew  fo  little,  when  he  had  be- 
fore, with  lefs  reluftance,  and  un- 
wiffly    in    the    minifter's    opinion, 
given  up  the  old  body-guards.     It 
was  thus  that  the  unfortunate  mo- 
narch was  for  ever  puihed  from  one 
falfe  ftep  to  another.    L'ut  he  faw  the 
danger   now  more  nearly  approach 
his  perfon,  and  little  as  was  the  re- 
liance which  he  coald  comparatively 
place  upon  them,  Jie  for  fome  tims 
hefitated,  and  wilhed  to  fave  them. 
At  length   the  decree  having  been 
paffed  by  the  affembly,  was  brought 
to  him  the  fame  evening,  and  early 
the   next  morning  being  preiTed  by 
his  miniflers  (who,  reminding  him  of 
Odober   1789,  declared  that  they 
could  not  anfwer  for  his  lafety  if  he 
refufed)  he  acquiefced,  and  gave  it 
his   fanclion.     When    M.  Beriirand 
foon  after  wrote  his  advice,  urging 
his  royal  mailer  at  all  events  to  re- 
fill, and  fuggefting  a  mode  of  pro- 
ceeding, even  if  his  minifters  Ihould 
abanJon  him  on  that  point:  "  You 
"  know,"  anfweied  Louis,  ''Ican- 
"  not  undo  what  is  done ;  -ray  foul 
*'  is  full  of  ferrow.    What  can  I  do, 
•*  furrounded  as  I  am,  and  with  no 


"  perfon  near  me  in  whom  I  can 
"  trull  ?"  What  he  could,  he  did.  In 
difhanding  the  guards,  he  praifed 
their  good  conduct ;  allowing  them, 
for  the  prefent,  to  retain  their  pay 
wherever  they  might  chufe  to  retire ; 
and  a  great  part  of  them  prudently 
quitted  Paris.  The  duke  of  Briffac 
was  importuned  by  his  family  and 
fi  lends  to  fave  himfelf  by  flight, 
which  he  might  have  done,  but  he 
fcorned  to  confiilt  his  fafe^ty  at  the 
hazard  of  his  honour,  Ke  fubmit- 
ted  with  heroic  fortitude  to  his  fate; 
requeuing  only  that  he  might  be  al- 
lowed to  take  with  him  to  his  prifon, 
the  fword  of  Henry  IV.  which  that 
prince  had  prefenied  to  his  anceftor, 
and  which  had  over  fmce  been  care- 
fully kept  as  the  moH  precious  pof- 
feHion  of  the  family.  It  was  refufed. 
Prifoners,  he  was  told,  mull  not  have 
arms. 

This  firfl  meafure  of  preparation 
for  the  deilruction  of  the  m.onarch 
and  the  monarch v  being  effedted, 
the  agitation  which  had  been  artifi- 
cially created  and  continued,  was 
fuil'ered  to  fettle,  the  daily  reports  of 
the  mayor  on  the  Hate  of  the  ca- 
pital were  ordered  to  ceafe,  and  the 
afTeiTibly  refumed  its  regular  meet- 
ings. M.  M.  Bertrand  and  Mont- 
morin  now  publiihed  their  refuta- 
tions of  the  charges  made  againll 
them  by  BrilTot,  and  expofed  the  ■ 
unfair  arts  of  their  accufer,  who, 
notwithrtanding  the  pofitive  refolu- 
tion  of  the  aflembly  that  he  fnould 
print  entire  the  papers  which  he 
quoted,  had  given  only  his  own 
partial  extrads,  and  who,  in  reading^ 
the  application  from  the  French  en- 
voy at  Geneva  to  M.  Montmorin, 
had  fuppreiTed  a  marginal  note,  in 
the  hand-wrltingof  the  latter,  which 
would  have  fhewn,  that  no  anfwer 
was  ever  fent,  and  the  place  remain- 
ed 
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ed  vacant.  It  was  obferved  alfo 
by  M.  Montmorin,  that  the  general 
charge  of  withholding^  intelligence 
was  falfe,  as  all  the  difpatches  had 
been  communicated  to  the  diplo- 
matic committee,  and,  fuch  as  thev 
thought  right,  to  the  affembly ;  and 
that  he  could  not  have  withdrawn, 
as  BriiTot  alledgcd,  thofe  documents 
which  might  have  been  unfavourable 
to  him,  becaufe  all  were  numbered 
in  the  office ;  and  if  any  had  been 
taken  away,  the  chafm  in  the  num- 
bers would  have  difcovered  the 
fraud.  Thefe  defences  effaced  every 
irr.prefiion  of  the  accufation,  and  in 
a  great  meafure  filenced  the  cry  of 
the  Aullrian  committee.  Never- 
thelefs,  Chabot  once  more  under- 
took to  revive  it,  and  to  prove  the 
exigence  of  the  pretended  confpi- 
rac^. 

On  the  4th  of  June  he  made 
his  motion.  It  was  ufhered  in  by 
the  ufaal  prelude  of  men,  women, 
and  children,  with  all  forts  of  arms, 
marching  through  the  hall  to  the 
found  of  republican  tunes.  His 
fpeech  was  very  methodically  di- 
vided under  many  different  heads ; 
but  the  evidence  of  which  he  had 
fo  greatly  boafted,  was  of  the  moll; 
frivolous  kind  ;  anonymous  reports 
of  converfations  with  perfons  not 
named,  of  little  credit,  and  no 
means  of  knowledge  ;  infignificant 
fads  ae^ravated  and  dillorted:  fuf- 
picions,  conjedures,  and  fpecula- 
tions.  A  letter  from  feme  violent 
partizan  of  tlie  revolution  in  Eng- 
land was  introduced  with  coiili- 
derable  folemnity,  to  evince  that  a 
plot  of  the  Feuillans,  for  the  over- 
throw of  their  fucceffors,  was  well 
known  in  this  country,  though  in 
truch  the  paper  only  contained  the 
melancholy  apprehenfion*  of  fome 
zealot,  who  feared  for  the  cawfe  which 


he  admired ;  and  another  grave  proof 
which  had  been  tranOnitted  with 
great  care  by  the  jacobin  club  of 
Rochefort,  was  a  letter  from  M. 
St.  Hilaire,  a  lieutenant  in  the  navy, 
who  wrote  to  fome  of  his  creditors, 
promifmg  to  pay  them  after  the 
counter-revolution ;  and  forefeeing 
that  they  might  be  a  little  diftruftful 
of  fuch  fecurity,  told  them  not  to 
anfwer  him  with  any  doubt  of  the 
event,  for  it  was  certain.  At  length, 
under  the  head  of  treafons,  he  was 
reading  a  letter  from  fome  perfoa 
whofe  credit  he  held  l:igh,  in  the 
fervice  of  the  emigrants  at  Fri- 
bourg,  containing  the  moil  dire6l^ 
accufations  againft  all  the  generals, 
and  efpecially  againft  La  Fayette, 
who  was  iaid  to  have  written  more 
than  twenty  letters  to  the  kinp'sbro- 
thers  ; — but  here  his  report  was  fiop- 
ped  by  a  fudden  murmur  of  difplea- 
fure :  he  was  upbraided  v/ith  preach- 
ing the  diffolution  of  the  army, 
which, it  wasfaid,  weald  be  difband- 
ed  in  three  days,  if  he  were  fuffered 
to  proceed  in  that  flyle;  one  moved 
that  a  cenfure  ihoald  be  parted  upor\ 
him ;  a  fecond,  tiiat  ha  lliould  be 
fent  to  the  abbey  ;  fome  demanded, 
whether  he  afted  for  bimfelf  only, 
or  for  the  committee,  in  bringing 
forward  fuch  a  libel ;  others  pro- 
duced advices  from  their  feveral 
departments,  of  the  eonfufion  occa- 
fioned  in  the  country  by  fimilar 
tales  fpread  there  at  that  very  mo- 
ment. It  v/as  not  without  the  ut- 
mofl  difficulty,  that  after  an  apology, 
or  rather  a  difavowal,  wliich  no- 
body feemcd  to  believe,  of  any  in- 
tention unfavourable  to  La  Fayette, 
that  he  was  allowed  to  go  on  with 
the  remainder  of  his  report.  When 
he  could  obtain  an  audience,  he 
complained  of  a  printed  address 
from  fix  members  of  the  aiTcmbI/ 

xa 
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to  then-  coadituents,  which  repre- 
iented  their  debates  as  mere  combats 
of  gladiators,  and  painted  in  Itrong 
colours  the  tyranny  or  the  galle- 
ries, the  abuie  of  falfe  eloquence  tic 
only  for  the  c  ubs,and  the  uefpotifm 
that  fprang  from  the  difregard  of 
the  roya!  nc^^ativc.  After  much 
move  of  the  fame  nature,  he  con- 
chidcd,  that  all  who  would  take  the 
civic  oath  before  their  municipality, 
fljoald  be  armed  with  muiquets, 
{"words,  and  pikes,  all  others  dif-- 
armed,  Paris  proclaimed  in  a  Hate 
of  war,  and  the  chiefs  of  the  con- 
fpirators  arrefted.  The  debate  on 
this  refolve  was  fnoi  c :  the  Girondilis 
did  not  chufe  to  break  fo  decifively 
with  the  generals,  or  to  have  the 
clamours  in  which  they  had  theni- 
felves  joined,  brouglit  io  accurately 
to  the  teft  on  fuch  evidence.  They 
refilled  therefore  the  eager  defire  of 
the  minority  to  have  all  the  papers 
read,  and  the  charges  of  plots  exa- 
mined to  the  bottom  ;  and  on  a  mo- 
tion  of  M.  Guadet,  the  allembly  re- 
folved,  that  the  committee  of  fupc;-- 
intendencc,  afiiiied  by  the  diploma- 
tic committee  and  the  committee  of 
twelve  (a  new  coma  ittee  appointed 
from  among  the  majority,  to  exa- 
mine and  report  upon  the  ftate  of 
the  nation)  fhould  reconfider  the 
papers  cited  by  Chabot,  u'ith  the 
exception  of  thofe  relating  to  the 
generals  and  other  olHcers  of  the 
army,  which  were  declared  to  be 
devoted  to  the  ccnteinpt  which  they 
merited. 

The  Tiex!:  day  M.  M.  Coupe  and 
Le  Roi  de  Fargis  role  'to  defend 
the  aJdrefs  which  had  been  circu- 
lated by  themfclves  and  their  col- 
leagues, M.  M.  Gollcran,  Sanccrre, 
Efperons,  and  LaroqUv--Labecede. 
But  the  order  of  the  day  was  moved 
and  carried,  on  the  exprefs  ground, 


that  no  juftiflcation  was  neceflary 
again il  charges  made  in  a  report, 
vv'hich  had  been  formally  configncd 
to  public  contempt.  In  the  fame  iit- 
ting  tooj  the  credit  of  the  committee 
of  iuperinter;Gence  lufferc'd  anoihef 
fevere  blow.  BriiTot's  impeachment 
of  M.  Dupertdu  Tertre  was  under 
confideration,  when  Merlin  brought 
forward  againft  the  accuied  a  nCvV 
document  from  the  commiicce,  an 
information,  figned  with  the  names 
of  feveral  wltneffcs.  But  he  could 
hardly  get  through  the  reading  for 
murmurs,  hi.Tcs,  and  interruptions. 
The  ilory  was  declared  to  be  im- 
probable, incrcdibl,  and  impofiible. 
The  paper  was  examined  ;  it  was 
alTcrttd  to  be  in  the  hand- writing 
of  Merlin  himfelf;  he -.was  called 
upon  to  anfwcr  to  that  faft,  but  rc- 
fu'ed ;  the  cries  and  hootings  re- 
doubled; when  at  length  he  averred 
the  f:gnatures  to  be  authentic,  and 
offered  proof  at  the  bar,  Tlse  date 
was  then  noticed,  and  it  whs  aflced 
whatimuft  be  thought  of  a  man,  who 
had  kept  fuch  a  paper  five  weeks  in 
his  poflefiion,  and  produced  it  only 
at  the  very  moment  when  the  quei- 
tion  was  going  to  be  put  on  a  cri- 
minal accufation.  .  The  order  of  the 
day  was  carried,  without  a  debate 
or  diflent.  M.  Ducos  then  en- 
quiring whether,  as  M.  Merlin  had 
fpoken  in  favour  ol  the  late  nriniiter 
of  jultice,  any  member  had  any  thing 
to  offer  againfl  him;  M.  Beugnot 
made  a  long  difcourfe  in  his  praife; 
immediately  after  vv'hich  it  was  voted 
by  a  majority,  little  Ihort  of  unani- 
mity, that  there  was  no  fufficient, 
caufs  for  im.peaching  or  even  cen- 
faring  him. 

The  great  leaders  of  the  Jaco- 
bins, by  thus  giving  way,  when  they 
could  no:  mould  the  temper  of  the 
affembiy  to  their  owu  views,  faved 
tbemfelves 
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the  grcateiL  tranquillity.  "  It  was 
"  but  yeilerJay  evening,"  faid  the 
queen  one  day  to  ivl.  Dumourier, 
"  that  en  my  going  to  the  window, 
•'  for  the  fake  cf  breathing  the  frefli 
"  air  for  a  few  moments,  a  cano- 
"  ncer  of  the  na.tiona!  guard  ad- 
"  drclfed  me  in  language  of  the 
"  grofjell  outrage,  adding,  what 
"  plcafure  would  it  give  me  to  have 
"  your  head  iluck  on  the  pnint  of 
'•  my  bayonet,  /^iias,"  exclaimed 
Ihe,  "  what  an  abode!  what  a 
"  people  !"  Within  the  palace  they 
knew  tiiat  they  had,  among  their  do- 
meitics,  many  fpiea  bribed  by  their 
own  money  to  betray  theip  to  their 
enemies*,  to  whom  the  miOll  tri- 
fling occurrences  were  immediately 
cnrried,  and  to  gratify  whofe  ma- 
levolence, falfeho<)ds  were  invented 
when  la<Sts  could  not  be  difcovered : 
yet  they  could  not  difmifs,  or  even 
reproach  thofe  whom  they  fufpeded 
o-  icund  to  be  guilty  of  fucii  min- 
gled ingratitude  and  treachery. Thofe 
peribiis  among  their  former  mini- 
Iters  or  courtiers  whom  they  be- 
lieved in  any  manner  attached  to 
tbem,  they  could  fee  but  I'eidom, 
unlets  by  fvealth,  and  in  g^eneral 
could  only  coniult  them  by  letter  in 
a  fecret  correfpondence  ;  v/iille  the 
kafc  trace  of  any  intercourfe  what- 
ever was  iirimediatcly  dillorted  into 
evidence  of  the  biackeft  confpiracy. 
Under  thefe  ciixum/lances,  the  chief 
confolation  of  the  king  and  queen 
was  in  their  children.  A  little 
anecdc'te  which  happened  while  M. 
Bertrand  was  in  office,  Hnely  fnevvs 
the  maternal  feelings  of  the  queen. 
On  the  dauphin's  fk:ipping  cu:  of  the 
rcom,  where  he  had  been  playing 
during  a  converfation  between  her 
and  the  miniHer,  "  is  he  not   very 


themfelves  from  the  fhame  of  a  de- 
feat, which  would  liave  much  we;\k- 
en(  d  their  influence  over  public  opi- 
nion, Thevwere  obliged,  hdwever, 
to  fufpend,  for  the  prefent,  their  cla- 
mours about  plots,  confpiracies,  and 
efpcciallv  the  Auftrian  committee. 
At  the  lame  time  they  did  not 
abandon  any  one  of  their  defigrs  for 
the  deftrudiion  of  the  monarchy. 
On  the  other  hr.nd  the  Feuillans  be- 
came more  than  ever  convinced 
that  their  own  perional  fafety,  as 
well  as  their  only  chance  of  poli- 
tical power,  depended  on  their  ral- 
lying round  the  king.  They  faw 
that  every  fpeaker  who  had  clearly 
defcrihed  what  he  meant  by  the 
Auftrian  committee,  had  dilHndlly 
and  effentially  conn-rdtcd  it  wiin 
that  coalition  in  June  1791,  which 
Vv'as  the  origin  of  their  club.  Jt 
was  no  longer  left  to  conjecture, 
tliat  the  men  whofe  projeds-againll 
royalty  they  had  found  itnecef.ary  to 
reprefs  the  year  before  by  force  and 
the  terror  of  military  law,  having 
now  gained  the  afcendancy,  would 
endeavour  to  crufu  them  under  the 
ruins  of  the  throne. 

In  the  mean  time,  after  the  dif- 
banding  of  the  new  guards,  the  fitua- 
tion  of  the  monarch  and  his  family 
grew  from  day  to  day  more  difireffing 
and  alarming.  If  they  approached 
the  windows,  they  beheld  in  one 
part  of  the  garden  a  man  mounted 
on  a  ftoo),  and  reading  aloud  the 
moll  incendiary  writings  againft 
them  ;  in  another  part,  an  old  of- 
ficer, or  a  prieil,  whom  the  croud 
was  dragging  to  one  of  the  bafons 
of  water,  loading  him  with  outrages 
and  blows,  while  in  every  part,  Icme 
were  walking,  and  others  amufing 
themfelves  with  different  fports,  in 


*  See  Vie  de  Dumouriez,  torn.  iii.  liv.  iii.  chap,  vi. 
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«'  pretty  ?"  faid  ftie;  "  he  is  happy 
«<  too,  in  being  fo  young;  for," 
added  {he  with  a  figh,  "  he  does 
«  r.ot  feel  our  *  forrows,  and  his 
"  g:aiety  does  us  good." 

Dumourier  intimates  that  this  un- 
happy piincefs,  goaded  by  the  in- 
fults  and  outrages  to  which  the  was 
perpetually  fubjefted  by  the  emif- 
faries  of  the  jacobins  and  Corde- 
liers, had  fome  vague  purpofe  of  at- 
tempting the  deliverance  of  herfelf, 
the  king,  and  the  royal  family  :  But 
he  ftates  nothing  with  the  lead:  pre- 
cifion  ;  only  that  he  heard  the  queen 
had  ordered  money  to  be  given  to 
fome  of  tlie  old  body  guards  who 
emigrated.  However,  on  men- 
tioning this  both  to  M.  la  Porte 
and  to  the  king,  he  was  afiured, 
that  none  had  received  any  thing 
but  the  arrears  of  their  former  pay, 
and  if  any  of  them  had  firce  emi- 
grated, they  had  kept  their  inten- 
tion a  fecret  when  they  got  the 
money.  M.  Bertrand  f ,  who  had 
better  opportunities  of  knowing 
confidentially  the  fentiments  of  his 
royal  millreis,  cenfures  her  on  the 
other  hand,  for  allowing  herielfto 
be  for  ever  deluded  by  hopes,  that 
the  king's  affairs  would,  of  them- 
felvcs,  take  a  more  favourable  turn  ; 
and  Lifing  all  her  inriuence  to  pre- 
veat  any  counfel  of  exertion  and 
vigour  from  being  adopted. 

The  principal  meaiure  which  the 
king  took  for  his  fecurity,  was  the 
employment  of  thirty-five  perfons, 
under  the  name  of  obfervers,  whoi'e 
duty  it  was  to  mix  in  the  crowd  at 
every  public  place,  and  make  daily 
reports  of  all  which  they  had  heard 
or  feen,  to  mark  the  ftatc  of  popular 
opinion  in  the  capital.  Their  leaders 
alio  combated  as  they  could,  every 
feditious  motion  made  in  the  various 
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focieties ;  and  the  others  were  OC* 
cafionally  employed  in  flicking  up 
placards  during    the   night.     This 
eflabiilhment  was  originally  formed 
r.nd    direfted     by    M.     Alexander 
Lameth.    It  was  then  put  under  the 
care  of  M.  Deleflart,  and  after  the 
decree    againfl  him,   transferred  to 
M.  Berti'and.      The   expence  was 
between    three    and   four    hundred 
pounds  a  month  ;  and  had  the  king 
been  difpofed  to  a€i  with  fpirit,  he 
might    have  derived  adequate  ad- 
vantages from  the  operation  ;  but 
averfe  as  he  was  from  fuch  a  line  of 
condutri:,  the  intelliger;ce  which  he 
thus   obtained   only   ferved    to    fill 
him  with  apprehenfion  and  folici- 
tude.     M.  Bertrand,  however,  con- 
ceived a  projefi;  of  converting  thefe 
perfons    to   more   utility,    by    em- 
ploying them  to  lodge  informations 
againft  the  moft  turbulent  emifiaries 
of  the  oppofite  parties.   Thefe  were 
taken   up,  and  carried   before  M. 
Buob,   a  man  of  integrity,   fenfc, 
and    courage,    who    had  been     a 
banker  before   the  revolution,   but 
v,'3s  now  a  very  aftive  julHce   of 
peace,  and  a  colleague   of  M.   la 
Riviere  at  the  tribunal  of  correc- 
tional police.     He  was  not  wholly 
let  into  the  fecret  at  firfl,  but  merely 
told  that  a  focicty  of  opulent  per- 
fons, who  felt    their   property   and 
lives  to  be  at  flake,  had  fubicribed 
a  fund,  out  of  which  a  reward  of 
100  livres  would   be  paid   on  the 
legal  convi<£liQn  of  every  offender 
found    guilty  of  riot   or    fedition. 
Afterwards  he  was  trufted  and  con- 
fulted. 

It  was  on  the  fuggefticn  of  this 
magiftrate,  that  a  felHval  was  pro- 
pofed  in  honour  of  M.  Simoneau, 
the  mayor  of  Etampes,  who  had 
been  murdered  in  the  execution  of 


•  Bertrand's  MemoirS;  vol.  ii,  pnge  4.©, 
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Ms  duty,  while  he  was  endeavour- 
ing to  enforce  obedience  to  the  law. 
The  king  approved  the  notion,  and 
ordered  10,000  livres  to  be  fur- 
nifhedanonymoufly  by  M.  Bcrtrand 
toward  the  expcnces  of  the  cere- 
mony. He  even  gave  fome  hints 
calculated  to  make  the  fpeftacle 
more  folemn  and  ftriking.  Buob 
Undertook  to  have  the  motion  made 
in  the  fedions  and  council  of  the 
Commune  by  means  of  his  adherents, 
and  he  fucceeded,  in  fpite  of  all 
the  machinations  of  the  Jacobins 
and  Cordeliers  to  prevent  it.  The 
objetft  was  to  take  off  the  impref- 
lion  of  the  feaft  given  to  the  Svvifs 
foldiers  of  the  regiment  of  Clia- 
teau-vieux  ;  and  nothing  was  omit- 
ted to  make  the  celebration  fplen- 
did  and  affefting  ;  the  hymns,  em- 
blems, and  infcripclons  were  adapted 
to  the  occafion  with  great  judgment; 
and  numerous  pamphlets  were  dif- 
tributed,  execrating  the  plots  and 
crimes  of  the  faftious.  But  fuch  re- 
fources  only  produced  a  momentary 
cfFeft.  They  were  but  weak  mea- 
fures,  as  ^I.  Bertrand  remarks,  to 
oppofe  againll  ferocious  monfters. 

In  this  fituation  of  things  Louis 
received  diieft  tellimony  of  thofc 
defigns  againll:  him,  which  his  ene- 
mies can  hardly  be  faid  ever  to 
have  concealed.  A  *  perfon  who 
had  formerly  received  fome  obli- 
gations from  M.  Delellart,  was  at 
this  time  fecretary  to  Condorcet. 
Paflirg  through  Orleans,  he  was 
led  by  gratitude  to  vific  his  old  be- 
nefaftor  in  his  prifon  ;  and  in  the 
eourfe  of  a  long  converfation  laid 
open  without  difguife  the  plans  of  the 
fadion,  which  he  then  ferved.  He 
faid  that  "  an  infurredlion  for  at- 
"  tacking  the  Thuilleries  was    to 


«  be  formed  (iimilar,  as  he  de« 
"  fcribed  it,  to  that  of  the  5th 
«  of  Oftober  1789  at  Verfailles) 
"  in  the  hope  of  pufhing  the  king 
"  to  abdicate  the  cr6wn  or  to  fly  ;  ia 
"  either  of  which  cafes,  the  fuccefs- 
'•'  ful  party  would  name  a  council 
"  of  regency,  compofed  of  their 
"  principal  chiefs  and  fupporters. 
"  If  the  king  Ihould  efcape  this 
"  firfl  infurrefllon,  without  either 
"  abdicating  or  leaving  the  king- 
''  dom,  it  was  then  their  determi- 
"  nation  to  find  fome  pretext  for 
"  exciting  another,  with  the  view 
"  of  terrifying  the  aflembly  into  a 
"  vote  pronouncing  his  depofitton, 
"  and  the  fucceflion  of  the  prince 
"  royal  with  a  council  of  regency. 
"  All  this  was  to  pave  the  way  to 
"  what  was  the  great  and  ultimate 
"  object  of  the  Girondiils,  the  efta- 
"  bliflimentofa  republic,  for  which 
"  they  thought  the  nation  was  not 
"  then  fufiiciently  prepared,  but 
"  which  it  might  gradually  be 
"  brought  to  reliflr,  and  finally  to 
*'  adopt  without  a  Itruggle." 

This  difcovery  was  communicat- 
ed by  Deleflart,  through  M.  Ber- 
trand, to  his  royal  mai^.er,  who  re- 
turning the  letter,  only  obferved, 
that  "  fuch  might  be  the  fcheme  of 
"  the  Jacobins  ;  but  all  that  he  could 
"  do,  was  to  endeavour,  if  poiTible, 
"  to  evade  their  machinations,  by 
"  remaining  faithful  to  the  conllitu- 
"  tion."  And  in  confonance  with 
thefe  fentiments  he  declined  an  of- 
fer f ,  which  was  made  him  about 
this  time  from  La  Fayette,  to  de- 
clare himfelf  openly  againll  the  Ja- 
cobins, and  attempt  the  deliverance 
of  the  royal  family,  if  neceflar^?,  at 
the  head  of  the  national  guards, 
or  even  of  his  whole  army. 


*M.  Bertrand's  Memoirs,  vol.  it.  i^age  288-9-90. 9T.  |  Ibid.  p.  329. 
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CHAP.      XVII. 

Dijfenjion  among  thf.  mi>iijl>y.  Quadet  propojes  an  infdent  letter  to  the  king. 
It  is  rejeded  by  tk:  mhiifters.  Roland  and  his  faction  demand  the  appoint- 
m:nt  of  a  fecretary  to  the  council,  and  the  regiftering  of  the  debates.  The 
king  engages  Dumonrier  to  oppcfe  it.  The  decree  aga'nijl  the  priejls,  and 
that  for  the  camp  of  20,boo,  brought  before  the  council.  Their  objeii  and 
principle.  Oppo/ite  petitions  to  the  ajfembly  rcfpeSling  the  tivo  decrees,  and 
different  reception  of  the  petitioners.  Roland's  letter  to  the  king.  Du' 
mourier  ordered  to  prcpo/e  three  nevj  m'nijlers  in  the  place  of  Roland,  Ser-van, 
and  Cla-vlere.  Himfelf  appointed  minijler  of  -j:ar.  P..61  and  fends  his  letter 
to  the  affemhly.  It  is  printed,  and  fent  to  the  departments.  Spirited 
conduii  of  Diimourier  tonjoards  the  af'cmbly.  He  re/igns,  Nevj  minijiry. 
FeuiUans  begin  to  ad 'with  fome  degree  of  decifon.  Letter  of  the  diredory 
of  the  department  of  Paris,  againjl  the  facobins.  Letter  cf  M.  La  Fayette. 
His  public  orders  to  his  troops.  Union  of  the  factions  againji  the  king. 
Mealures  taken  bv  the  yacohins.  Ajfjhd  by  Pet  ion.  Debate  in  the  cfcmbly 
upon  the  letter  of  M.  La  Fayette.  It  is  referred  to  the  committee  of  tzvelve. 
Violent  refolutiois  of  the  jacobin  club,  againfl  M.  La  Fayette.  Civic  feajl 
giuen  by  the  faccbins.  The  king^s  refufal  to  fandion  the  t-iuo  decrees 
notified  to  the  afemhly.  Infolent  addrefs  cf  the  Marfcillcfc  applauded,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed.  The  leaders  of  the  populace  incite  them  te  in/ur- 
redion.  The  diredory  cf  the  department  addrefs  the  ajfembly  on  the  danger 
to  be  apprehended  from  the  vio-vcments  of  the  populace.  Violent  beha-vioiir 
ef  the  galleries.  Armed  citiicens  allo'wed  to  file  through  the  offtmhly.  In- 
flammatory fpeech  of  the  orator  of  the  deputation.  Meafures  taken  at  the 
Thuilleries.  The  mob  arrive  there.  Break  open  the  doors  of  the  apart- 
ments, and  drag  cannon  into  them.  The  king  Jhezvs  himfefto  them.  His 
life  attempted.  Deputation  from  the  afembly.  Second  deputation.  Petion 
harangues  the  rabble,  and  perfuades  them  to  depart.  His  majefty  retires^ 
The  queen's  life  threatened.  Her  dignfied  condud.  The  mob  quit  the 
Thuilleries.  Fortitude  of  the  king  during  his  dangerous  fituation.  His  per- 
fuafion  that  his  death  'ivas  ine-vitable.  Condud  of  the  ajfembly.  Decree 
pajjed  againft  armed  ajfemblages.  E-vaded  by  the  affembly.  Impertinent 
behaviour  of  Petion  to  the  king.  Proclamation  puhlijtjed  by  the  king.  He 
gi<ves  orders  to  apply  to  the  ajfembly  for  forty-t-xvo  ne^.v  battaliotis  to  be 
jlationed  at  Soiffons.  Plans  cf  lea-ving  Pans  prefented  to  the  king,  and 
rejeded.  Schane  for  gaining  the  tribu?ies  difappro-ued.  Private  committee 
formed  to  ad-vfe  his  majefty.  The  minifiers  ordered  to  make  a  report  on 
the  meafures  taken  for  the  public  fafety.  Their  report.  They  denounce 
jiveral  libels  againji  the  k'.ng.  The  Jltbjed  referred  to  the  committee  of 
txvelve.  M.  Diiranthon  s  favourable  report  on  the  religions  troubles.  Df- 
futisfadion  of  the  majority  unthej'e  reports.  M.  La  Fayette  appears  at  the 
bar  n,vitb  a  petition.  His  reception.  Ne-tv  report  of  the  mi ui/ters.  Addrej's 
from  Rouen  in  j'upport  of  M.  La  Fayette.  Departure  of  La  Fayette  from 
Paris.  Report  of  the  committee  of  txvelve  on  the  Jl  ate  cfthe  nation.  Report 
on  the  camp  at  Soiffons.  Decree  to  dijband  the  JiaJ'of  the  Parijian  national 
L  gup,rdi^ 
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guards,  and  cf  cities  containing  more  than  50,000  perfons.  Rep.gnatlon  of 
Duranthon.  MeTage  from  the  king  on  the  federation.  Speech  and  motion 
of  Vergniaud.  The  affcmbly  take  a  ^voluntary  oath,  abjuring  a  republic 
and  tnxo  charalers.  Speeech  of  the  king  on  that  occahon.  His  reception 
at  the  afemhly.  Violent  fpeech  of  Brifjot.  Nezv  report  of  the  Mim/lers. 
Another  demanded.  Th;y  produce  it,  and  declare  their  intention  cf  ref.gning. 
Federates.  Jddrefs  from  Marfeilles.  Speech  of  M.  Martin.  Plan  of  La 
Fayette  tofet  the  king  at  liberty  :  -^rejeSfed.  Sufpenfisn  ofPetienand  Manuel. 
Conduct  of  the  aljembly  and  king  on  that  occofon.  Petion  rein/rated.  Fede- 
ration. Attempt  to  ajjaf.nate  the  queen  i^^prenjcnted.  Decree  for  fending  the 
troops  of  the  line  from  Paris.  Extreme  i>folence  of  the  federates.  Their  adt 
drefs  to  the  departments  and  to  the  a/Jcmbly.  Their  fay  in  Paris  prclciged. 
Arts  of  the  facobins  in  the  provinces.  Deportation  cf  the  priejl;  at  Brcfi. 
Murders  at  Bourdcaux,  Limoges,  Alais  and  Marfeilles.  Proceedings  at  the 
latter  place  again]}  the  king: — murders  in  ccnfquence  at  Toulon.  Petition  from 
Pui.  Behai<iowr  and fituation  cf  the  king.  Refgnaiion  of  the  directory  of 
the  department.  DifmiJJion  of  the  minijhrs.  Litelligence  re:ei--vcd  by  the 
court  of  an  intended  infurreSlion.  Tiajo  lo;al  af'ociations  inliiluttd.  The 
king  ccn/cnis  to  a  project  of  removing  from  Paris.  Cabals  and  meetings  of 
the  Jacobins.  Letter  from  Vergniaud  and  Genfonne  to  the  king,  offering 
to  Jlop  the  infurrediion  en  his  rejioring  the  three  minifers.  Offer  rejected. 
Civic  feaji  on  the  zSth.  Seitions  declared  permanent.  Attempt  at  an  in' 
furre3ion  that  night.  Prevented  by  Petion,  from  moti-ves  of  prudence. 
Nezv  offer  from  the  Girondijls,  through  M.  Makjherbes : — rejected.  Infur- 
reclion  intended  for  the  zgth,  hut  pojlponed.  Arrival  of  the  Marfeillefe. 
Some  national  guards  murdered  by  them.  Sections  'vote  the  depoftion  cf  the 
king,  Petion  carries  their  petition  to  the  affembly.  InfurreSlion  again  in- 
tended, but  delayed.  The  king  rrfufes  to  quit  Paris.  Impeachment  cf  M. 
La  Fayette  debated,  hegati-ved.  Members  of  the  majority  injulted.  Plan 
of  the  factions.  Defen/i-ve  meafures  at  the  Thuilleries.  Petion  injlts  the 
Thuilleries.  Gives  an  account  of  the  Jiate  of  Paris  to  the  affembly.  Is 
guarded  at  his  oiun  houfe  by  the  people.  Nezv  tnunicipality  formed  by  the 
Jacobins.  Mandat  murdered.  The  arfenal pillaged  by  the  infurgents.  The 
national  affembly  requejled  to  fend  a  deputation  to  the  Thuilleries.  State  of 
the  royal fumih.  King  and  queen  -vip!  the  troops.  J^oyalty  cf  the  nobility 
and  gentry.  They  ure  joined  by  fame  oj^  the  national  guards.  Directory  cf 
the  department  'vipt  the  Thuilleries.  P.^dcrer  propofcs  to  the  king  to  go 
to  the  national  affembly.  Prevails.  Speech  of  Vergniaud  to  the  king. 
Arreji  and  maffacre  ofjeveral  individuals.  March  cf  the  infurgents  to 
the  Thuillerits.  They  force  a  paffage  into  the  court  yard.  Difarm  fame  of 
tbe  Svjifs  guards,  and  murder  them.  Attack  the  pcJuce,  Rout  of  the 
infurgents.  M.  d' Her-villy  prevails  on  a  party  of  the  Sv^ifs  to  leai!e  the 
Thuilleries.  The  infurgents  rally.  The  ammunition  of  the  SvjlJ's  fails. 
Several  noblemen  and  gentlemen  force  a  paffage  through  the  infurgents.  The 
place  taken,  Maffacre.  Plunder.  Num.ber  Jlain.  King  committed  to  cvf~ 
tody.  The  afjembling  of  a  convention  decreed.  A  pro-vifonal  executive 
council  chqfen,  Fayette  is  impeached,  attempts  to  refji,  flies,  and  is  taken 
hy  the  A'tjlrians.      Conclufmi, 

IG g-\  2  SOON 
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SOON  after  the  king  had  re- 
ceived this  unquellionable  tef- 
timony  of  the  fcheme  deliberately- 
fettled  for  his  ruin  by  the  faftion, 
with  which  three  of  his  council, 
Roland,  Servan,  and  Clavlere  aded 
in  clofe  concert,  the  behaviour  of 
thofe  miniftcrs  was  fuch,  as  to  com- 
pel him  to  take  fome  decifivc  ftep. 
And  there  were  circumiuinces,  be- 
iides  the  late  difgrace  of  the  de- 
mocratical  party  in  the  total  defeat 
of  their  denunciations,  and  the  in- 
creafing  loyalty  of  the  Feuillans, 
which  feemed  at  the  time  to  favour 
the  royal  caufe.  The  former  breach 
between  Dumourier  and  Roland,  had 
been  widened,  about  the  latter  end 
of  May,  by  new  diffenfions.  Guadet, 
at  one  of  Roland's  dingers,  pro- 
duced a  long,  infolent,  and  harfli 
letter,  which  he  urged  all  the  mi- 
nifters  to  fign  and  fend  to  the  king. 
The  object  of  it  was  to  infifl:  that 
Louis  fhould  dlfmifs  his  confeffor, 
and  take  another,  who  was  a  con- 
formiil.  This  was  ilrongly  op- 
pofed  by  Dumourisr,  and,  after  his 
example,  by  Lacoile.  Duranthon 
tliought  it  at  leall  of  no  utility,  and 
even  Vergniaudand  Genfonnegave 
their  opinions  againft  it.  Guadet 
is  faid  to  have  been  very  angry, 
and  a  violent  difpute  enfued.  -The 
next  day,  an  attack  was  opened 
againft  Dumourier  and  Lacoile,  in 
the  girondilt  and  jacobin  papers, 
^s  countenancing  their  royal  maiter 


G  I  S  T  ER,  1792; 

in  refilling  fome  of  the  moft  ciTen- 
tial  articles  of  the  conftitution. 
Louis,  learning  the  caufe,  thanked 
the  two  minillers  for  the  part  which 
they  had  taken  j  and  took  that  op- 
portunity of  telling  them,  that  he 
ihould  know  how  to  fupport  any 
thing  except  what  concerned  his 
confcience,  but  if  matters  werepuih- 
ed  to  that  extremity,  he  fhould  know 
how  to  die.  Another  caufe  of  quarrel, 
was  the  nomination  of  a  governor 
and  commiflioners  to  St.  Domingo. 
For  the  latter,  the  Girondills  had 
chofcn  the  moll  violentof  their  adher- 
ents, diftiuguirned  by  their  writings 
againll  the  king;  for  the  former 
(probably  in  the  hope  of  ccmpro- 
mifmg  with  the  Orleanifts)  they 
dcfigned  Sillery.  Bat  objeftions 
being  made  to  him  (he  was  in  truth 
excluded  by  the  letter  of  the  law,  as 
having  been  a  member  of  the  firll 
affembly)  general  d'Efparbes  was 
named  inllead,  and  accepted  by 
Lacolle :  the  commiffioners  were 
abfolutelyrejedled.  Dumourier fup- 
portedhis  friend.  There  was  muck 
heat  and  animoiity  on  all  fides ;  a 
com.plcte  rupture  took  place ;  the 
cabinet  *  dinners  ceafed,  and  the 
divifion  in  the  king's  council  became 
notorious. 

An  arrangement,  which  the  mi- 
niiler  of  foreign  aftairs  made  in  his 
department,  was  believed  alfo  by 
him  to  V  have  irritated  Brifibt  and 
his  connexion .     He  had  originally 


*  Madame  Roland  dates  at  this  time  the  ftory  which  has  been  given  in  page 
441,  relative  to  Bonnecarrere  and  Madame  dc  Beauvart.  We  have  ftated  the 
ta6i  before,  becai'.le  Ma^iame  Roland  declares  it  to  have  happened  previous  to 
Dumourier's  interviews  with  the  qv.een,  which  lie  himi'elf  places  at  an  earlier  per:od, 
and  becaufe  it  clearly  appears  from  Madame  Rolands  account,  part  a.  p.  23. 
that  after  the  difpute  about  Bonnecarrere,  Dumourier  continued  his  attendance 
at  the  cabinet  dinners,  and  faw  the  deputies  at  her  houle,  though  lefs  frequently 
than  before.  It  is  fometimes  rather  difficult  to  afcertain  the  precife  time  of  the 
fafts  narrated,  as  neither  Dumourier  or  Madame  Roland  are  by  any  mearis 
accurate  in  their  chronology. 

agreed 
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with  the  king.  Hardly  *  a  day 
palled  that  they  did  not  iludy  fomc- 
thing  new  to  mortify  him,  abufe 
his  gcntlenefs  with  all  kinds  of  petty 
crofies  and  vexations,  and,  as  Du- 
mourier  emphatically  exprefl'es  it, 
prick  him  to  death  with  pins.  In 
the  mean  time,  Roland,  with  the 
afliftance  of  his  wife,  kept  different 
news-papers  in  his  pay  and  under 
his  management,  to  iupport  the 
politics  of  his  party,  and  his  own 
perfonal  reputation ;  through  one 
of  which,  called  the  Tkcrmometer,  he 
regularly  detailed  in  his  own  way, 
whatever  pafied  in  the  confidence 
of  the  cabinet,  mifieprefenting  eve- 
ry thing  to  the  injury  of  his  col- 
leagues who  differed  from  him,  and 
above  all,  of  the  king  himfelf.  This 
conduct  was  refented  by  the  other 
three  members  of  the  adminiflration, 
who  frequently  remonilrated  upon 
it  with  warmth  and  afperity  :  Da- 
mourier  in  particular. 

Roland  and  his  party  novv^  prefTed, 
in  a  very  arrogant  and  abfolute  tone, 
for  the  appointment  of  a  fecretary 
to  the  council,  and  a  regular  entry 
of  their  debates,  agreeably  to  a 
law  which  had  pafTed  in  the  be- 
ginning of  their  adminiftration. . 
The  king  perceiving,  from  the  man- 
ner and  feafon  of  the  demand,  that 
their  real  drift  was  to  put  all  the 
deliberations  of  the  cabinet  in  an 
authentic  form  into  the  hands  of 
their  fadlicn,  and  probably  thinking 
that  they  u  ould  only  make  the  re- 
girter  of  the  proceedings  there,  a 
new  and  more  miichievous  vehicle 
for  libels,  and  incendiary  propofi- 
tions  hoftile  to  his  perfon  and  au- 
thority, engaged  Dumourier  and 
Lacofle  to  oppofe  the  meafure.    At 


agreed  to  lodge  the  fum  granted 
him  for  fecretfervices,  with  a  banker 
of  their  recommendation ;  bat  he 
afterwards  thought  it  better  to  leave 
the  money  in  the  public  treafury, 
and  draw  it  out  in  fmall  fums,  which 
he  paid  himfelf  to  his  agents  with- 
out the  intervention  of  a  third  per- 
fon; a  mode  of  proceeding,  which 
deprived  the  Girondifis  of  all  means 
of  knowing  the  difpofal  of  that 
fund.  Guadet  therefore  menaced 
him  with  a  public  examination  of 
his  accounts.  The  miniftcr,  being 
told  of  this  by  fome  members  of  the 
aaTembly,  turned  to  the  decree,  read 
it,  and  to  his  altonifliment  found,  that 
the  claufe,  which  had  palled  to  ex-' 
empt  him,  was  not  there.  He  com- 
plained loudly  of  this  fraud,  threat- 
ened to  refign,  if  it  were  not  imme- 
diately reftilied  in  a  manner  the 
mcft  honourable  to  him,  and  gave 
Petion  and  the  three  minifters,  who, 
afraid  of  breaking  up  the  whole  ad- 
mi  niilration,  ftrove  to  appeafe  him, 
only  two  days  to  ufe  their  influence 
with  Guadet.  Kis  fpirit  carried  the 
point.  The  omiffion  of  the  claufe 
was  noticed  the  next  day  in  the 
affembly,  and  fupplied  by  the  fub- 
ftitution  of  a  new  decree.  But  from 
that  period,  Dumcurier  and  Lacofle 
refolved  upon  the  firll  fair  occaiion 
to  get  rid  of  their  three  colleagues, 
v.'hom,  fince  thefe  attacks  uponthem- 
felves,  they  confidered  as  infupport- 
sbly  fadlious. 

Such  vv-as  the  ftate  of  the  council 
in  the  beginning  of  June.  The 
meetings  for  confulting  on  the  moll 
important  affairs  of  the  Hate,  were 
changed  to  fcenes  of  perfonal  alter- 
cation. The  three  minifters,  we  are 
told,  preferved  no  moderation,  even 


*  Madame  Roland  fays  (part  i.  p.  70.)  of  her  hufband  and  Servan  at  tlils 
period,  that  "  they  uttered  tl-e  moft  flriking  truths  with  great  energy."  This 
feems  fufhciently  to  confirm  Dumovrier's  account  in  the  text,  / 

[  Gg]  3  tke 
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the  fame  time  he  promifed,  if  the  down  the  fuperior  authority,  con.« 
two  miniflers  would  afuil  in  deliver-  trary  to  all  the  principlea  of  the 
inp^  him  out  of  the  hand'^  of  their  conlHtution,  to  be  merely  minille- 
colleagues,  that  hu  would  inftantly  rial  in  carrying  into  efFeft  the  fen- 
nominate  whatever  fecretary  they  tence  of  the  inferior,  and,  as  con- 
Vv'ould  recommend;  convinced,  as  trary  to  all  the  principles  of  na- 
he  declared  himlelf  10  be,  that  fuch  tural  juftice  and  equity,  never  to 
an  officer  was  necpflary  and  proper,  allow  the  accufed  pcrfon  an  appeal, 
whenever  the  regillcr  would  not  be  but  always  to  enforce  one  againft 
liable  to  be  abufed  to  the  purpofes,  him,  where  he  Was  acquitted  iii  th6 
which  he  now  had  too  much  reafon  fait  in  (lance. 

to  fufpeft.  The   king  had  !ong  unfeignedly 

While  this  fa bjeft  of  difcord  vvas  repented  of  the  handle   which,  by 

in    fufpenfc,    two    decrees,    which  his  fanftion  of  the  original   decree 

were*   intended    by  the   girondiil:  againfl  the  clergy,  he  had  afforded, 

part  of  the  adminiflration  to  bring  to   the  periecution  of  that  religion. 


the  quelHon  to  a  direfl  ifliie  with 
the  king,  came  under  the  confidera- 
tion  of  the  council. 

The    firil  of  thefe    was  a  penal 
law,  which  the  minifter  of  thehome 


which  he  devoutly  believed;  and  hs 
fcems  iwthal  to  have  been  (leadily 
refoh  ed  never  to  participate  in  any 
ulterior  n.eafure  of  injullice,  fuch 
as    that  now  obtruded  upon   him. 


department  had  long  in  vain  fo-  The  other  decree  uhich  followed, 
licited  againft  the  non-juring  cler-  he  did  not  feel  the  fame  determina* 
oy.  It  pafTcd  the  affembly  on  the  tioti  to  negative  at  ev£ry>rifk| 
25th  of  May.  Thcfe  perfecuted  though  he  neccffarily  viewed  it 
men  were  co"  dem.ned  to  banifh-  with  very  great  repugnance,  as  it 
ment,  in  every  cafe,  where  it  fhould  ftruck  direftly  at  his  fafety.  It  gave 
be  demanded  from  the  directory  of  authority  to  the  miiiiller  of  war,  to 
the  department  by  twenty  adiveci-  form  a  camp  of  20,000  men  in  the 
tizens,  and  ratified  by  tlic  directory  neighbourhood  of  Paris,  for  thepur- 
of  the  dillrid:  if  the  laft-mentioned  pcfe  of  maintaining,  as  was  pre- 
body  (hould  report  in  favour  of  the  tended,  the  peace  of  the  capital, 
fuppofed  offender,  then  commif-  while  all  the  troops  f  of  the  line, 
fioners  were  to  be  named  by  the  who  were  in  general  the  leaft  ill- 
former  body,  and  their  decifion  was  difpofed  to  the  king,  were  to  be 
to  be  final.  Originally  it  was  fo  fent  to  the  frontiers.  Tiie  real 
worded  as  fimply  to  emp  nver  the  objeft  was  to  keep  together,  and 
direftory  of  the  department  to  in-  at  hand,  a  large  force,  chofen  in 
fiict  the  penalty  of  baniihment;  but  efFcct  by  the  jacobin  club?,  from 
Guadet,  fearing  t!-;at  in  fome  quar-  the  national  guards  of  the  different 
ters  the  clergy  might  thus  efcape,  departments,  dillridls,  and  towns, 
changed   the  phrafc,  fo  as  to  bind  Tlie  occafion  of  ailembling  them, 

*  «*  It  is  true  (fays  Madame  Roland,  part  2,,  fi.  15.)  that  thefe  two  decrees,  one 
«<  for  the  formation  of  a  camp  of  20,000  men  near  Paris,  the  other  concerning  the 
««  priefts,  were  altogether  di-cihve." 

f  The  fendin<^  away  the  troops  of  the  line,  was  one  of  the  revolutionary  mea- 
Anes  by  which  (as  Petion  fays)  the  affembly  prepared  the  way  fortheiothof 
Augnft. 

was 
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was  to  be  the  anniverfary  of  the 
federation,  on  the  14th  of  July. 
Servan  took  themeafureon  himielf, 
and  without  the  privity  of  his  col- 
league5,  or  the  kin?^,  wrote  to  the 
aiTembly  folicitin;^  the  decree.     No 


wantint^  to  the  late  decree.  He 
was  hiiled  and  liooted,  furioully  at- 
tacked by  the  popular  members, 
and  at  laft  turned  difgracefuUy  out 
of  the  hall.  However,  this  did  not 
prevent  another  deputation  of  ihs 


iboner  had  this  letter  been  made  national  guards  from  biinging,  the 
public,  th;in  it  gave  rife  in  the  coun-  fame  day.  a  petition  for  the  repeal 
cil  to  a  difcullion  fo  violent  as  to  of  the  decree,  fioned  by  eight  thou- 
have  ended  in  blood ihed,  had  it  fand  names.  Their  fpokefnian  con- 
not  been  for  the  prefence  of  the  tradicl;  d,  what  fome  of  the  more 
king.  This  quarrel,  as  ufual,  foon  republican  fedions  of  Paris  had 
got  abroad.  In  confequence,  the  previoully  told  the  affembly,  that 
buliiiefs  was  pudiedon  with  fo  much  the  paper  was  iigned  bv  the  orders 
more  vigour  by  the  majority  in  the  of  the  fuperior  officers.  He  declared 
adembly,  and,  notwiihi'anding  the  alio,  that  it  was  only  a  defire  to  pre- 
^renuous  oppofition  of  the  Feuil-  fent  the  petition  immediately,  which 
lans,  who  clearly  faw  that  the  de-  had  hindered  the  fignatures  front 
fign  of  this  jacobin  army  was  to  put  being  much  more  numerous.  The 
their  party,  as  well  as  the  monarch,  late  decree  he  confi 'ered  as  inju- 
at  the  mercy  of  his  and  their  mor-  rious  to  th.;  honour  of  the  nationa.1 
tal  enemies,  the  decree  was  palTed  guards  of  the  capital,  and,  on  their 
on  the  8th  of  Jane.  behalf,  Avore  union,  ilrength,  vigi- 
Two  days  after,  Santerre,  at  the  lancf,  re(pe£t  for  the  law,  affillance 
head  of  fome  pikemen  and  national  to  the  conilituted  authorities,  pro- 
guards  of  the  fuburb  of  Saint  An-r  tedion  to  property,  and  war  againll 
toine,  came  to  the  bar,  anU  felicir  the  fadlous  cf  every  denomination. 
tated  the  legiflative  body  on  the  V^ergniaud  moved  and  carried,  that 
plan  of  the  intended  federation,  this  petition,  as  well  as  the  counter- 
His  fpeech  was  full  of  dem^crati-  petitions  which  had  attempted  to 
cal  language,  bellowing  on  kings  throw  a  diicredit  upon  it,  ihould  be 
no  other  appellation  than  that  of  referred  all  together  to  the  commic- 
*'  crowned  aflaflins,"  and  holding  tees  of  legiflat-ion  and  of  fuperin- 
up  to  all  glory  the  men  of  the  14th  tcndence.  The  deputation  at  the  bar 
of  July.  He  was  received  with  the  '  was  admitted  to  the  honours  of  the 
greatell  honour.  But  very  differcn:  iicting;  but  the  aflcmbly  inilantiy 
was  the  fortune  of  M.  ValTelin,  who  broke  up  in  confufioa  and  uproar, 
followed  with  an  addrefs  of  a  con-  For  feveral  facceeding days,  various 


trarv  defcription  from  fome  of  the 
national  guards  denouncing  the  W-- 
nifl-er  of  war  for  a  violation  of  the 
conllitution,  which  pofitivcly  or-: 
dained,  that  the  firll  propolition  for 
any  augmentation  to  the  public 
force,  fhould  exclufivelv  come  from 
the  king  ;  an  authority  notoriouHy 


petitions  were  tjom  time  to  time 
fervt  v/itha  viev/  of  derogating  from 
this,  which  Teemed  to  llrike  con- 
il^rndtioa  into  the  king's  enemies ; 
while  a,nother  in  fupport  of  ic,  and 
flill  more  numerouily  ligned,  was 
preparing  on  the  other  fuie. 

Wheri  the  king  laid  the  decree  • 
befora 


*  It   is  ftateJ  bv  Dumourier,  that  the  king  kept  this  decree  four  council  t/nys  j 
MaiUme  Roland  (pjit  a.  p.  15.)  lays,  oto;v  than  a  fortnight,  but  her  intention  ia 
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before  the  council  for  their  advice, 
Dumourier  inveighed  llrongly  a- 
gainft  the  motives  of  the  minifter 
of  war,  and  pointed  out  the  danger 
of  the  meafure  to  the  nation,  to  the 
k'ng,  to  the  alTembly,  and,  above  all, 
to  the  authors  and  promoters  of  it, 
who  he  faid,  would  find  in  it  their 
own  chaltilement :  it  wcjld,  in  his 
opinion,  enable  the  more  numerous 
and  turbulent  faction  of  the  Corde- 
liers and  violent  Jacobins,  utterly 
to  annihilate  the  wo  fuperior  fac- 
tions of  the  Girondills  and  the  Feu- 
illans,  which  were  then  ftriving 
for  the  maftery.  He  thought,  how- 
ever, that  the  king,  circumftanccd 
ss  he  then  was,  mull  fanction  it; 
but  he  undertook  to  fubmit  a  plan 
which  fhould  render  it  harnnlefs  at 
]eaft,  if  not  ufeful  in  the  execution. 
If  we  may  believe  his  own  narra- 
tive, he  ftaggered  Servan  himrelf, 
and  frightened  the  Girondills  lb, 
that  they  ran  eagerly  to  know,  what 
expedient  could  be  fuggelted  to  fave 
them  from  the  confequenccs  of  their 
own  imprudence.  But  Madame  Ro- 
land, on  the  other  fide,  does  not 
drop  the  llightell  hint  of  any  doubt 
or  heiitation  on  the  fubjeft  among 
her  party. 

In  taking  their  fenfe  on  the  other 
decree,  the  king  is  reprefented  as 
having  fet  out  in  a  laneujge  of 
more  than  co:Timon  decifion  againil 
it.  In  conclufion,  however*,  he  is 
faid  to  have  d  fired  the  fentiments 
of  all  his  minifters  in  writing,  that 
he  might  give  the  fubjeft  his  fulleft 


confideration.  Roland  had  then  In 
his  pocket  his  celebrated  letter, 
which  had  been  drawn  up  by  his 
wife  in  the  perfuafion,  that  "  the 
*'  quellion  was  no  longer  to  refign  f , 
"  but  to  dcferve  to  be  difmiHed.'* 
And  undoubtedly  it  was  a  compo- 
fition  of  great  ability  for  that  pur- 
pofe,  as  well  as  for  fubfequently 
enflamlng  the  multitude  againft  the 
king.  Under  a  profeflion  of  fpeak-- 
ing  the  whole  truth,  it  comprifed 
and  embodied,  in  forcible  and  ele- 
gant language,  very  little  managed, 
and  hardly  decent,  the  fubftance  of 
all  the  fufpicions  and  accufations 
which  had  been  ever  fpread,  to 
make  the  monarch,  the  court,  and 
the  higher  orders  odious.  It  af-,. 
fedled  a  very  great  attachment  to 
the  conftitution,  the  nature  of  which 
at  the  fame  time  it  very  dexteroully 
declined  to  examine.  The  rtiajo- 
rity  .of  the  nation,  it  fcid,  beheld 
with  joy  the  war,  wliich  offered 
them  one  great  m.ean  of  fecuiing 
that  couilitution  ;  but  the  minority 
united  all  their  efforts  to  turn  it  to 
their  own  advantage.  With  an  ap- 
pearance of  candid  allowance  for 
the  king's  condudt,  an  incurable  and 
eternal  diftruft  of  him  was  incul- 
cated, by  declaring  that  the  defire 
of  recovering  thole  prerogatives  of 
which  he  had  been  Itripped,  was 
as  natural,  as  that  he  Ihould  have 
feen  their  annihilation  with  regret : 
"  Thefe  fentiments,  congenial  to  the 
"  human  heart  (it  was  invidioufly 
«'  added)  could  not  but  be  taken  into 


this  is  manifeftly  to  give  fome  fanflion  to  the  proceedings  cf  her  own  party.  The 
fallehood  of  both  Itatements  evi  fntly  appears  on  confulting  the  dates  :  the 
decrte  pafled  the  aflembly  on  the  8di  cf  June,  it  was  debated  in  the  council  on 
the  lot'^  aid  on  the  i2tli  Servan  was  dilmifled. 

*  Madame  Roland  mentions  this,  but  there  is  no  trace  of  it  in  Dumourier's 
narrative. 

t  Memoirs  of  Madame  Roland,  Eng.  tranf.  part  2,  page  17. 
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*'  account  by  the  enemies  of  the 
*'  revolution."  The  true  queiHon, 
however,  was  reprefented  to  be, 
whether,  ficaated  as  the  country 
then  vvas,  the  king  could  league 
himfelf  with  thofe,who  pretended  to 
reform  the  conllituiion,  or  whether 
he  ought  generouily  10  devote  him- 
fclf  as  a  facrifice  for  the  purpofe 
of  enfuring  its  triumph  ?  As  to  the 
confideration,  whether  the  French 
were  ripe  for  liberty,  it  was  at 
once  difmifled  as  very  metaphy- 
lical,  and  nothing  at  all  to  the 
purpofe.  All  the  early  crimes  of 
the  revolution  were  charged,  as 
ufual,  on  the  provocations  of  the 
nobility  and  clergy ;  and  the  rob- 
beries and  murders,  committed  on 
their  property  and  perfons,  were 
defcribed  as  meritorious  ails  of  juf- 
tice  :  "  The  zeal  of  the  people  (it 
"  vvas  faid)  for  their  polidcal  gof- 
"  pel  of  the  rights  of  man,  and 
"  their  religion  of  the  conftitution, 
"  had  fupplied  the  deficiencies  of 
"  the  law  ;  and  when  that  was  not 
*'  coercive  enough,  the  citizens  had 
**  allowed  themfelves  to  take  into 
"  their  own  hands  the  punilhment 
"  of  thcfe,  vvhodiilurbed  the  puolic 
"  peace."  The  king's  life  was  dif- 
tinftly  menaced,  under  the  colour 
of  predidtion,  if  he  did  not  inflantly 
fign  the  two  decrees,  if  that  againlt 
the  priefts  were  not  rigoroufly  en- 
forced, the  departments,  it  was  af- 
ferted,  would  be  compelled  to  fub- 
ftitute  violent  meafures  againll  law, 
and  "the  people,  exafperated,  would 
"  fupply  all  by  exceiTes."  As  to 
the  other,  it  was  fairly  avowed,  that 
the  real  fcope  and  defign  of  the 
meafure,  did  not  Co  much  regard 
the  movements  of  the  enemy  on  the 
frontiers,  as  the  agit:itions  of  the 
capital,  and  the  extreme  inquietude 
faid  to  have  been  excited  by  the  be- 


haviour of  the  late  guards,  and  to  be 
ilill  prolonged  by  the  king's  public 
expreffion  of  his  fatisiaftion  iu  their 
fervices.  The  attempt's  of  the  Pa- 
rifina  llafFagainft  the  meafure,  and 
the  declamations  of  the  more  furious 
Jacobins  and  Cordeliers  on  the  other 
fide,  were  alike  fuggefted  to  a  rile 
from  the  influen.e  of  the  court ; 
and  Louis  was  plainly  told,  that  if  ne 
delayed  his  fandion  a  moment  long- 
er, "  the  people  would  believe  their 
'*  king  the  friend  and  accomplice 
*'  of  confpirators."  The  applica- 
tion for  the  appointment  of  a  fecre- 
tary  to  the  council  was  then  reite- 
rated, and  the  ufe  intended  to  be 
made  of  the  regilter  iliullrated : 
"  Had  that  exirted,"  fays  Madame 
Roland,  in  the  perion  of  her  huf- 
band,  "  1  fnould  not  now  addrefs 
"  myfelf  in  this  manner  to  your 
"  majefty."  All  theie  topics  were 
touched  with  confummate  art,  and 
every  where  adorned  with  fpecious 
fentiments  of  an  elevated  tone,  but 
difguiUng  in  the  extreme  to  a  found, 
and  truly  moral  judgment,  when  we 
cdnfider  them  as  coming  from  the 
pen  of  a  woman,  and  applied  to 
encourage,  by  commending,  the  mod 
favage  atrocities,  to  frighten  a  prince 
of  the  moft  benevolent  heart  into 
a  fubmifiion  to  his  certain  deftruc- 
tion,  or,  in  the  other  alternative,  to 
juflify  his  fubfequent  depoution  and 
murder  by  open  violenci'. 

This  letter  the  miniller  of  the 
home  department  had  intended  to 
read  aloud  to  his  colleagues,  and 
then  put  into  the  king's  hands. 
But  whatever  retrained  him,  he 
did  not  produce  it.  On  his  return 
to  his  own  houie,  his  wife  deter- 
mined him  to  fend  it  to  the  palace. 
He  did  fo  the  next  morning,  ac- 
companying it  with  two  or  three 
introduti^ory  lines,  in  whicH,  as  we 

are 
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are  JnTormed  *,  he  proniifed  that  it 
fli^uiii  be  buried  in  eternal  filence 
between  the  king  and  himfelf ;  and 
at  the  next  meeting  of  the  council 
he  read  it  at  the  board.  Louis,  who 
was  prefent,  heard  the  whole  wich 
admirable  patience,  and  coldly  re- 
marked, that  as  it  had  been  before 
comm'jnicated  to  him,  it  could  not 
Ijave  been  neceffary  to  read  it  there, 
efpecially  as  it  was  to  remain  a 
profound  fecret. 

Early  the  next  morniiig  Damou- 
rier  was  fummoned  to  the  king  and 
queen,  and  was  commanded  to  pro- 
pofe  three  other  minillers  in  the  room 
of  Roland,  Servan,  and  Claviere. 
Upon  his  part,  he  afTures  us  that  he 
demanded,  as  conditions,  the  fanftion 
of  the  two  decrees,  and  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  fecrctary  to  the  council,  on 
the  day  that  the  three  new  minifters 
fhould  be  announced.  About  the 
fecretaryfhip  there  feems  to  have 
been  no  difficulty.  The  other  two 
points,  we  are  told,  the  king  at 
iirft  refufed.  However,  on  the  mi- 
lliter's engaging  to  have  the  cr.nip 
of  20,000  men  fixed  as  far  oft'  as 
Soiflbns,  and  to  keep  there  only 
fmall  detachments  at  a  time,  jufl  to  be 
difciplined,  and  then  fent  to  the  fron- 
tiers, it  is  faid  to  have  been  fo  fet- 
tled; in  confequence  of  which  Da- 
mourler,  to  enfure  tlie  execution  of 
it  in  that  mode,  was  to  exchange  his 
own  department  -for  the  war  office. 
Againil  the  other  decree,  Louis  is 
reprefented  as  having  declared  him- 
felf more  peremptorily.  Yet,  if  we 
may  credit  tie  minifler's  own  nar- 
rative, on  his  urging,  that  the  prefent 
decree  againfl  the  priefts  was  but  a 


neceflary  fequel  of  the  former^  which 
he  feverely  condemned,  and  that  an 
acquiefcence  in  the  meafure,  how- 
ever harfh,  was  indifpenfable  to  the 
iafety  of  the  very  viclims  them- 
feivesjwho  would  otherwife  be  mur- 
dered, the  queen  gave  not  only  her 
aflent,  but  her  fupport,  to  thefe  ar- 
guments, and  finally  the  king  yield- 
ed, though  with  great  reludance. 
On  the  other  hand,  M.  Bertrand 
has  ilrongly  reprehended  the  noto- 
rious -f-  falfehood  of  this  account ; 
and  has  given  an  extract  from  a 
confidential  letter  written  at  the  time 
by  the  king,  who  afierted  that  Dii- 
mourier  had  always  advifed  him  to 
put  his  negative  on  the  two  decrees, 
till  after  the  three  minillers  had 
been  adually  difmified,  for  infilling 
on  the  royal  fanftion. 

Servan  was  turned  out  rather 
abruptly  the  next  morning,  and 
Dumourier  took  pofiefiion  of  his 
new  office.  Roland  on  this  event 
afiembled  Claviere,  Duranthon,  and 
Lacolle;  wiihing,  but  in  vain,  to 
make  common  caufe  with  them 
againfl:  Dumourier.  The  next  day 
the  minillers  of  the  home-depart- 
ment, and  of  the  finances,  received 
their  refpeflive  dlfmiffions  alfo,  by 
the  hands  of  Duranthon.  Madame 
Roland  immediately  urged  her  huf- 
band  to  fend  the  prefi^lent  of  the 
afiembly  a  copy  of  the  letter  to  the 
king,  that,  "  if  Louis  had  not  pro- 
"  fited  by  the  leiions  whicn  it  con- 
<'  tained,  it  might  be  made  ufeful  to 
"  the  public;"  and  fhe  prevailed 
upon  him  to  do  this  without  delay, 
before  the  late  changes,  and  the 
caufes    of   them,    could    be    offi- 


*  Vie  de  Dumoijriez. 

t  Bertrand's  Memoirs,  vol.  it.  p.  2S4-;  and  there  is,  in  p.  267,  another  letter  of 
t!<e  kiHi^'s,  when  he  was  better  pleakd  with  Dumourier,  which  corroborates 
Uiat  which  is  quoted  above. 
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rially  notified.  The  three  tnini- 
ilers  were  received  by  the  affem- 
hly,  as  fuffereis  tor  their  integiity 
and  purity  of  principle  ;  they  were 
declared  to  have  carried  with  them 
the  regret  of  the  nation;  and  Ro- 
land's letter  was  ordered  to  be 
printed,  and  font  to  the  depart- 
ments. 

Dumourier  now  entered  the  hall, 
where  his  late  colleagues,  in  '.\  hofe 
diimiflion  he  bad  b:.en  (o  liilru- 
mcntal,  were  (eatcd  in  a  fort  cf  tri- 
umph. He  came  to  announce  the  de- 
feat and  death  of  M.  Gonvion  n^ar 
Florennes,  and  to  report  the  miser- 
able flate  of  his  new  department  of 
the  war  office.  He  did  not  d'llbm- 
ble  the  weaknefs  and  vices  of  their 
military  force,  and  tool?,  inciden- 
tally, fome  notice  of  the  fadious  op- 
pofition,  which  was  perpetually  giv- 
en in  every  way  to  the  .meafures  of 
government.  An  attempt  was  in^- 
liantly  made,  bv  fome  members  of 
the  majority,  to  confound  anddaant 
him  ;  but  he  behavsd  with  a  Ipirit, 
ccolnefs,  and  promptitude,  which 
feemed  in  the  end  to  eive  h-im  an 
advantage  over  his  adverfarics. 
Vv'hcn  he  returned  to  his  own  hou;c, 
he  was  furroundcd  by  the  Feuil- 
lans,  who  confidered  him  as  their 
own.  He  judged,  however,  and  ap- 
parently on  very  fufiicicnt  grounds, 
from  all  which  had  pafTed  between 
himfeif  and  La  Fayette,  that  he 
could  never  be  cordially  truHeJ  by 
their  leaders:  he  therefore  treated 
thofe  who  came  to  him  as  weak  in- 


triguers, and  refu'cd  to  have  any 
connexion  with  their  party.  On 
the  other  hand,  he  was  acquainted 
with  the  ftrength  of  the  Jacobms; 
and  unable  diredly  tocortroul  them, 
thought  of  filencing  or  dividmg 
them,  by  getting  th.-;  king  to  ap- 
point a  I'ecretary  to  the  council,  and 
to  fanftion  the  two  decrees  without 
delay,  Louis,  who,  on  the  change 
made  in  the  miniilry,  had  at  *  firfl: 
e.vprefTed  great  fatisfa(^ion  in  the 
conduil;  of  Dumourier  f ,  now  com* 
plained  of  the  llrange  inconfi!lency 
of  the  m  n  in  abandoning  him  only 
for  perfcvering  in  a  liiie  of  conducf* 
which  he  had  himfeif  urged.  He 
refilled,  therefore,  the  dtmands  of 
that  niiiiifter.  M.  Bertrand  indeed 
has  intimated,  that  hisobjeftion  was 
only  infuperable  v/iih  regard  to  the 
decree  at^ainft  'he  priinls  ;  and  the  J 
writers  on  the  fide  of  the  court  cer- 
taialy  prepared  the  people,  during 
the  Ihort  afcendency  of  Dumourier, 
to  expeft  an  immediate  meflage 
agreeing  to  the  formation  of  the 
new  camp.  The  truth  appears  to 
have  been,  that  the  king  was  not 
unwilling  to  have  another  army 
raifed,  and  polled  in  referve  be- 
tween Paris  and  the  frontiers,  where 
Dumourier  had  propofed,  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Soifibns ;  but  he 
judged,  (and  fome  of  his  other  mi- 
niilers  thought  with  him)  that  the 
mOil  correct  and  only  dignified  mode 
of  proceeding  would  be,  to  put  his 
negative  on  the  decree  obtained  by 
Servan,  as  informal  and  illegal  in 


*  Eertrand's  Memoirs,  vol.  ii.  p.  267. 

t   iSid.  p.  284.. 

J  The  Nouvelle  Cod  efpondance  Politique  of  Peltier,  for  the  1 6th  of  June  (which 
mi:rt  have  been  written  on  the  15th)  has  the  form  of  the  intended  meilage.  And 
this  was  then  fiippofed  to  have  been  all  which  Dumourier  required  ;  but  his  change 
of  purpofe  is  afterwards  attributed,  in  the  fame  work,  to  an  interview  with  one 
pajty  of  the  Jacobins  on  the  night  between  the  i5ih  and  i6th. 

it* 
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its   origin,   and  then    regularly  to 
take  up  afreiTi,  whatever  was  in  it, 
that  was  capable  of  being  turned  to 
public  utility.     The  minifter  of  war 
innfted  on  the   contrary,   that  the 
decree   fliould  be   flmdliioned,  as  it 
was,  though  he  engaged  afterwards 
to  defeat  the  intended  operation  of 
it  by  art  and  management  in  the 
execution.    He  re fu fed  alfo  to  abate 
any  thing  of  an  unqualified  afTent  to 
the  other  decree.    Which  terms  not 
being  granted,  he  gladly  refigned,  to 
avoid  the  ftorm,  which  he  knew  to  be 
approaching.  Having  thus  regained 
in  fome  degree   the  good  opinion 
of  the  Jacobins,   he~  retired  to  the 
command    of   the    little    camp   at 
Maulde,  where  he  waited  for  fuch 
opportunities    as    might   aflift    his 
ambition  once  more   to  eome  for- 
ward, and  play  a  more  confpicuous 
part  on  the  theatre  of  the  revolution. 
Lacolle  and  Duranthon  ftill  retained 
their  offices  at  the  particular  intrea- 
ty,  as  we  are  told,  of  the  king  him- 
felf.      M.    Chambonas,  a   man    of 
amiable   charatier,  and  who   com- 
manded the  troops  of  the  line  with- 
in the  diftricTt  of  Paris,  was  made 
minifter  of   foreign  affairs   inflead 
of  M.  Naillac,  whom    Dumourier 
had  recommended;   and  inflead  of 
M.    Morgues,   vvhofe    appointment 
han  been  fettled  through  the  fame 
interelt,    M.  Terrier    de    Monciel, 
a  man  of  talents,  and  confpicuous 
among  the  Feuillans,  fucceeded  R.0- 
land ;    M.   Beaulieu,    of   the    fame 
party,  was  promoted  to  the  poll  of 
Claviere  ;  and  M.  Lajarre,  who  had 
been,  under  La  Fayette,  adjutant  ge- 
neral of  the  Parifian  guards,  took 
charge  of  the  war  office  from  M. 
Dumourier. 

The  Feuillans,  animated  by  the 
overthrow  of  the  girondift  mini- 


ftry,  came   forward  with  all  their 
force.     The    direftory   of  the  de^ 
partment  of  Paris  openly  attacked 
the  jr.cobin  club  in  a  letter,  which, 
they  had  addrelled   to  M.  Roland, 
during  the  lail  days  of  hjs  admini- 
llration,  and  which  they  now  pub- 
lilhed.     It  pointed  out  various  paf- 
fages  in  the  journal  of  that  fociety, 
fyltematically  degrading  and  calum- 
niating the  king,  the  tribunals,  the 
adminiftrators,  the  commanders  in 
chief  of  the  armies,  and  in  Ihort 
every  thing  in  France  veiled  with 
any  portion  of  lawful  authority.   In 
one  debate  the  generals  Fayette  and 
Narbonne  were  called  "  traitors," 
and  "  perfidious  villains,  deferving 
"  the  fcaflbid,  and   ready  to  defcrE 
"  to  the  enemy ;"  in  another,  it  was 
obferved  that  the  decree,  fMvins  the 
king  a  negative,  was  not  more  difi. 
ficult  to  overturn  than  the  Eallile ; 
and  in  a  third,  the  recital  of  an  atro^ 
cious  murder,  accompanied  with  the 
moft  cruel    circumftances,  was  re- 
ceived   with    horrible    applaufe    a^ 
an    atchievement  of  glory.      The 
members  of  the  diredory  remark- 
ed   too,     that    the     mofl    violent 
agitators  of  the  capital  were  men 
totally   unknown    ia   all    the   for- 
mer llages  of  the  revolution.      At 
the  fams  time  they  bore  their  tefti- 
mony,  that  all  their  vigilance  and 
refearchcs  had  not  been  able  to  dif- 
cover  a  fingle   pofitive  fafl,  which 
could  afford  a  rcafonable  prefump-^ 
tion  of  any  confpiracy  whatever  on 
the  part  of  the   court.      To   add 
weight  to   their  authority,  that  of 
La    Fayette   was  called  in.      The 
difmifTion  of  the  three  minilfers,  and 
the  probable  downfal  of  Dum.ourier, 
being    communicated    to    him    at 
Maubeuge,  fenfible  as  he  then  was, 
from  all  which  had  recently  pafTed, 

that 
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that  his  was  a  dep.dly  feud  with  the 
Jacobins,  he  drew  up  a  ftiong  * 
letter  again  ft  them,  which  he  ad- 
drefied  to  the  aiTembly,  and  of 
which  he  fent  a  copy  to  the  king. 
But  as  the  allegiance  of  his  party 
was  always  directed  more  tow.irds 
their  own  creature,  the  conftitution, 
than  the  perfon  of  the  monarch,  or 
the  genuine  principles  of  monarchy, 
he,  the  next  day,  celebrated  with  his 
army  the  anniverfary  of  the  17th  of 
June,  when  the  ftates-general  at 
Verfailles  formed  themfelves  fnr  the 
firft  time  into  a  national  alTembly. 
This  he  defcribed  in  public  orders 
as  a  day  for  ever  memorable  in  the 
calendar  of  liberty  ;  he  affefted  to 
call  his  army  by  no  other  appella- 
tion than  "  the  folcliers  of  their 
country ;"  and  finking  all  mention 
of  the  king,  piopofed  to  them  only, 
that  they  fhould  promife  one  ano- 
ther to  defend  the  national  fove- 
reignty  againft  all  its  enemies,  and 
obey  the  conltitutional  authorities, 
which  that  fovercignty  had  ella- 
bliOied. 

On  the  other  fide,  the  Girondilts, 
Jacobins,  and  Cordeliers,  now  fuf- 
pending  their  own  diffenfions,  and 
again  aflembiing  together,  for  the 
puipofe  of  uniting  ngainlt  the  Feuil- 
lanSjdifplayed  all  the  evil  energy  of 
their  charadter.  They  determined, 
jmmediatelyafterthedifmiffionofthe 
three  miniflers,  to  carry  into  efteft 
the  infurie.r»icn  which  had  long  been 
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meditated,  in  imitation  of  the  attack 
on  the  palace  of  Verfailles  in  1789. 
The  twentieth  of  June  was  fixed  upon 
for  this  enterprize,  as  that  day  was 
the  anniverfary  of  the  celebrated  {ef- 
fion  of  the  Tennis  court ;  and  they 
were  lludious,  in  all  their  feditions, 
to  conneft  their  caufe,  as  much  as 
they  could,  with  the  condudl  of  the 
firft  allembly,  and  the  original  aflors 
in  the  revolution. 

In  purfuance  of  this  plan,  they 
made  the  moil;  aftive  preparations 
for  affembling  perlons  of  ail  defcrip- 
tlons  in  their  interefi.  Dumourier 
received  intelligence  of  tlieir  mo- 
tions, and  acquainted  the  king  with 
it,  as  early  as  f  the  evening  of  the 
13th;  but  the  firll  public  notice  of 
their  defigns  occurred  on  the  i6th, 
when  the  council-general  of  the 
commune  receiverl  an  application  to 
permit  perfons,  calling  themfelves 
the  citizens  of  the  fuburbs  of  St. 
Antoine  and  St.  Marcel,  to  appear 
in  arms  on  the  following  Wednefday, 
before  the  national  affembiy  and  the 
king,  in  order  to  prefent  certain  pe- 
titions relative  to  exifting  circum- 
ftances.  The  council,  perceiving  the 
illegality  of  the  propofal  (as  the  co.'i- 
Ititutionexprefsly  prohibited  all  arm- 
ed sflemblages,  except  thofe  which 
formed  a  part  of  tlie  public  force) 
immediateiv  pafTed  to  the  order  cf 
the  day,  and  directed  that  their  pro* 
ceeding  on  the  fubje6t  (hould  be 
tranfmitted  to  the  municipal  body. 


*  See  Appendix  to  Chronicle,  p.  to6.  M.  Dumourier  fays  at  the  end  of  the 
4.th  chapter  of  the  4lh  book,  vol.  ii.  that  this  letter  was  three  days  in  Paris  before  it 
made  its  appeanince  j  and  in  the  9th  ctiapter  of  tlie  fame  book,  he  iniimates  that  it 
was  the  caulc  cf  his  rcTignation.  But  it  is  dated  at  IVIaiibenge,  160  miles  from 
Paris,  on  the  i6ih,  ih^:  very  day  that  M.  Dumourier  refigiyja  ;  and  it  was  read 
to  the  aflembly  in  the  morning  fitting  of  the  i8lh. 

t  Roberfpierre  too  l>.ys,  the  infurreftion  was  determined  eight  days  before  the 
aoth,  that  is,  the  13th,  if  he  fpeaks  inch-.fively ;  the  -ihy  that  the  difmilfion  of 
the  niinl;k-rs  was  known.  Lettres  de  M.  Robcipierre  a  I'es  Comnieitans,  No.  x. 
pp.  444.  .^445. 

f 
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to  the  board  of  police,  and  to  the 

dirtftory  of  the  department.  This 
oppofitlon,  however,  did  not  deter 
the  Jacobins  from  openly  declaring 
that  they  would  alfemble,  as  they 
had  piopofed,  in  defiance  of  the 
authoiity.which  atienipted  to  thwart 
their  piirpofes. 

In  all  their  proceedings  on  this 
occafion,  th;v  were  lecietiy  abetted 
by  the  mayor,  and  the  admin ifirators 
of  the  police,  in  order  to  give  time 
for  their  preparauons,  Pecion  tooic 
care  tliat  the  refolntion  of  the  coun- 
cil-general of  the  commune  fliould 
not  be  tranfmiued  to  the  direftory 
of  the  department  until  the  i8th. 
The  direccory,  however,  when  the 
communication  was  made,  loft  no 
time  in  taking  the  fubjed  of  it  un- 
der confideration,  but  decreed,  on 
tlie  fubfequent  day,  that  the  mayor, 
the  municipality, and  the  commander 
in  chief,  iliould,  without  delay,  make 
difpofitions  to  prevent  the  intended 
violation  of  the  law,  and  to  fupprefs 
the  difturbers  of  the  public  tranquil- 
lity. 

Inflead  of  executing  the  orders 
thus  received  from  a  fuperior  au- 
thority, the  mayor,  about  midnight, 
adclrelfed  the  diredory  by  letter, 
prcpoftng  to  legalize  the  meeting  of 
the  people  on  the  following  morn-!- 
ing,  by  authorizing  the  commanders 
of  battalions  to  unite  under  their 
ftandards  armed  citizens  of  every 
defcription.  The  members  of  the 
direiSlory  refufed  to  make  any  com- 
promife  with  the  law.  The  mayor 
addrefled  them  a  fecond  time,  pref- 
fing  the  fame  propofirion.  A  fe- 
cond time  the  proportion  was  re- 
je.5ted  by  them  with  equal  firm- 
nefs.  Unable  to  fhake  their  re- 
iblution,  Petion  at  length  refolv- 
ed  to  difregard  them  altogether; 
and,  elFcding  a  meeting  of  the  mu- 
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nicipal  body  early  on  the  next  morn- 
ing, he  there  fucceeded  in  gett"«ig 
his  own  meafure  adopted.  In  con- 
fequence  of  which,  the  commander 
in  chief  received  orders  10  permit 
the  afiemblage  of  armed  citizens, 
with  every  kind  of  uniform,  and 
every  kind  of  arms,  under  the  na- 
tional rtandard. 

Nor  did  the  national  afiembly, 
agreeably  to  the  policy  which  it 
had  long  purfued,  fliew  lefs  favour 
to  the  defigns  of  the  Jacobins. 
This  appeared  on  the  iBih,  when 
the  letter  of  M.  la  Fayette,  from 
Maubeuge,  was  read.  It  was 
generally  received  with  loud  ap- 
plaufes,  and  almoft;  unanimouily  or- 
dered tJ  be  printed  ;  biJt  on  its  be., 
ing  propofed  that  it  fhiould  be  fenc 
to  the  departments,  a  violent  ftrug- 
gle  took  place  between  the  Feuil- 
lans  and  Girondifts.  Many  of  the 
latter  party  llrcnuoufly  endeavoured 
to  be  heard  againil:  it.  After  re- 
peated efforts,  M.  Vergniaud  fuc- 
ceeded. He  pointed  out  the  danger 
which  mufc  arife  to  liberty  and  the 
coniiitution.if  a  general",  at  the  head 
of  an  army,  were  permitted  to  give 
advice  to  the  afr>;mbly;  as  in  that 
cafe,  his  reprefentations  mufl;  ine- 
vitably appear  to  be  nothi.ig  lefs 
than  laws.  Upon  this  ground,  though 
he  profeficd  not  to  entertain  the  leaR 
doubt  with  refpeft  to  the  purity  of 
M.  la  Fayette's  intentions,  he  moved, 
that  they  ihould  paft  to  the  order  of 
the  day,  on  the  proportion  offend- 
ing the  letter  to  the  departments. 
This  was  vehemently  oppofed  on  one 
fide,  and  fupported  on  the  other  ; 
and  the  quclvion  being  put,  was 
negatived  by  a  great  majority.  Se- 
veral members  now  rofe,  and  ex- 
claimed, that  the  fignature  of  La 
Fayette  was  a  forgery.  This  alTer- 
tion  was  \\;armly  maintained  by  M. 
Guadet» 
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Guadet,  who  declared  too,  that  the 
letter  contained  fentiments  more 
worthy  ofCromwelthan  the  emulator 
of  Walhington.  He  was  interrupted 
here  by  feveral  members,  vho  term- 
ed his  language  abominable.  The 
tumult  increaffd,  and  the  prefiueiu, 
calling   the  allembly  to  order,  was 


fanflion  the  two  decrees.  This  was 
accordingly  done,  by  a  letter  from 
the  miniller  ofjulHce.  The  aiTembl/ 
feem'd  to  receive  the  intelligence 
with  the  moil  perreft  indilic-rfT'.ce. 
No  obfervaclon  was  made  upon  it, 
except  by  \'].  Lacroix,  who  mer-.ly 
remarked,  that  the  noufica'^ioa  <n.ght 


himfcif  called  to  order  by  fome   of    to  have  been  figned  by  the  king:  it 


the  mem.bcrs,  who  contended,  that 
he  went  beyond  the  bounds  of  his 
authority.  Tranquillity  being  at 
lalt,  in  a  degree,  rellored,  M.  Guadet 
refum.ed  his  fpeech :  he  afFefted  to 
give  to  his  mention  of  Cromwel,  a 
turn  of  comp'imenc  to  M.  ia  Fayette, 
and  in  conclufion  demanded  that  the 
letter  (hould  be  fent  to  the  com- 
mittee of  twelve.  After  a  very  ccn- 
fufed  and  tumultuous  debate,  his 
propofition  was  adopted. 

Irritated  to  a  ftiil  higher  pitch  by 
this  letter,  and  by  the  Hand  which  the 
Feuiilans  had  on  this  occafion  made 
in  the  aflembly,  the  jacobin  club, 
the  fame  evening,  declared  its  fit- 
tings permanent,  and  paflid  feveral 
violent  refo'utions  againit  IvI.  la 
Fayette.  The  moll  nioderate  were 
for  fending  that  general  to  Orleans 
as  a  traitor ;  oiners  propofcd  invit- 
ing all  good  citizens  to  bring  him 
alive  or  dead  to  Paris  ;  and  M.  La- 
fource,  in  a  fpirit  very  little  fuitcd  to 
his  ecclehaftic.il  charadler,  required, 
that  any  perfon  might  be  allowed 
to  aOaffinatc  him  with  impunity. 

To  increafe  and  fpread  the  fer- 
ment, which  thefe  proceedings  ex- 
cited among  the  people,  a  civic  feail 
was  the  next  morning  publicly  giv- 
en, at  which  fome  of  the  moft  fu- 
rious members  of  the  jacobin  club 
prefided  ;  \v  hile  the  miniilers  on  their 
fide,  truiling  to  the  avowed  fuppon 
of  M.  la  Fayette  ani  his  army,  ima- 
gined,that  they  might  now  announce 
10  the  aiiembly  the  king's  refufal  to 


was,  neverthelefs,  ordered  to  be  de- 
pofited  in  the  national  archives. 

The  principle  of  not  permitting 
the  deliberations  of  an  armed  fo'-ce, 
on  which  the  afi'embly  had  decided 
againft  M.  la  Fayette's  letter,  was 
certainly  jult;  but  the  majority  nowr 
fhewed  now  little  they  ferioufly  re- 
garded it,  in  the  reception  which 
they  gave  to  an  addrefs  from 
an  armed  force  of  another  de- 
cription.  In  the  eveniag-fitting  of 
this  day-,  a  letter  was  read  from  a 
part  of  the  army,  which  had  long 
been  defolating  the  fouth.  It  was 
figned,  "the citizens  of  Marfeilles;'' 
and  direclly  alT^rted,  "  that  the 
"  people  were  riung  to  defend  liber- 
'•'  ty,  and  that  the  day  of  their  wrath 
''  was  arrived."  "  Legiilators," 
continued  the  addrefs,  *•  favour 
"'  the  warlike  movement :  the  po- 
"  pular  force  conftitutes  the  whole 
"  of  your  force;  you  have  it  in  your 
"hands;  employ  it.  No  quarter; 
"  fince  you  have  none  to  expeil'. 
•'  The  people  of  France  demand 
'•  of  yoa  a  decree,  which  may  au- 
"  thorize  them  to  march  with  forces 
"  more  impofing  than  thcfe,  which 
"  you  have  decreed.  Give  the  word, 
"  and  we  will  march  tcivards  the 
"  capital,  and  tlie  frontiers.  The 
"  people  wiih  to  complete  a  revo- 
"  lution,  which  ought  to  enfure  their 
"  liappinefs,  their  fafety,  and  their 
"  glory :  they'  would  fave  ihem- 
"  felves,  and  fave  you.  Refufe  not 
«'  the  authority  of  the  law  to  thofe 

"  who 
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**  who  would  die  to  defend  itt"  So 
pleafed  was  the  m.ijority  of  the  af- 
fembly  with  the  concents  of  this  let- 
ter, that,  after  *  honourable  mention 
of  it  was  decreed,  it  was  ordered  to 
be  primed,  and  fent  to  the  8 3  depart- 
ments. 1'his  was  meant  and  under- 
itood  as  a  call  upon  the  Jacobins  in 
every  part  of  France. 

During  the  fame  fitting,  M.  Ter- 
rier de  Monciel  ofEcially  tranfmitted 
«o  the  afreinbly.thearrec  of  the  direc- 
tory of  the  department  for  the  pre- 
fervation  of  the  public  tranquillity, 
■which    has    been    already   noticed. 
An  oppofition  was  at  firlt  made  to 
the  reading  of  it,  but  foou   with- 
drawn.    Notwithilanding,  hoAvever, 
the  importance  of  the  events  which 
it    announced,    the    aiTerably,  after 
having   heard  it  read,  immediately 
pafied  to  the  order  of  the  day,  with- 
out adopting  a  fir,gle  refolution  on 
the  fubjeft.     Emboldened   by   this 
conduft   of  the  alfembly,  with  the 
addrefs  from  Marfeilles,  and  another 
ef  a   fimilar  import  from  Blois  in 
his  hand,  Chabot  vrent  to  a  public 
meeting  of  the  fuburb  of  bt.  An- 
toine,  and   made  an    inflammatory 
harangue  of  three  hours,  which  lafted 
till  midnight.   He  vvas  feconded  by 
Santerre,    who    in    a    manner    go- 
verned   that   fcdtion  ;    ,while  ether 
leaders  were  at  the  fame  time  equally 
bufy  in  putting  the  fuburb  of  St. 
Marcl,  and  the  rell  of  the  dillritts 
of  Paris,  over  which  they  had  any 
influence,  into  a  Hate  of  infurrec- 
tion. 

Under  thefe  aufpices,  broke  the 
I  morning  of  the  twentieth. 

•'  ■  Trie  national  affembly  had 

not  long  met,  when  it  was  in- 
formed by  the  direftory  of  the 
department,  that  much  danger  was 


to  be  apprehended  from  tbe  jnot^ei 
ments  of  the  populace.  In  the  debate 
that  followed,   on  one  fide  nothing- 
was  perceived  in  thofe  movements, 
but  what  was  called  ciulfm.     On  the 
other    fide,  indeed,  a  few  deputies 
argued    againll:  the  illegality  of  thd 
proceeding,  addhig,  that  neither  the 
affembly  nor  the  king,  if  the  popu- 
lace   were    permitted   to   furround 
them  with  arms  in  their  hand,  could 
be  coniidered   as  free ;    but   their 
voices   were  overwhelmed   by  the 
hifles  of  the  galleries.     Before  any 
decilion  was  formed  on  the  fubjrd-, 
a    letter  from  M.   Santerre,   com- 
mandant   of  the   battalion  of  the 
Foundlings,   was    read,  which  an- 
nounced, that  the   citizens   of  the 
fuburb  of  St.   Antoine  were  at  the 
door,  and  requefted  the  honoar  of 
defiling  through  the  allembly.     M. 
A^ergniaud  remarked,  amidll  loud  ap- 
plaufes,  that  if  a  rigorous  execution 
of  the  law  was  decreed,  the  bloody 
fcene  of  the  Champ  de  Mars  would 
be  renewed.     "  Could  1  fuppofe," 
faid  he,  "  that  tliere  cxilled  any  real 
"  danger  to-day,  I  fhould  demand 
"  a  decree  to  morrow,  not  to  tole- 
"  rate  fiich   admiflions  in  future." 
After  a  flight  oppofition  it  was  or- 
dered, that  the  petitioners  fnould  be 
admitted.     T\\".  orator  of  the  crowd 
then  entering  the  hall,  addreffed  the 
affembly   in   a  long   harangue,  re- 
plete with   the  fevcreil  reproaches 
againft    the  conduS:  of  the   king. 
Among  other  ftrong  things  he  af- 
ferted,  that  the  people  had  rifen,  and 
were    ready  to  avenge  their  out- 
raged  majeily  ;  adding,  that  blood 
mull  How,  before  the  tree  of  liberty 
would  flourith  in  peace. 

The  prefidcnt  in  his  anfwer  ob- 
ferved,    that   the   affembly  always 


*  This  Is  another  of  the  revolutionary  meafures  of  the  afiembly,  which,  M.  Pe- 
tion  fays,  prepaieJ  the  way  for  the  joth  of  Auguft,    See  above,  p.  44-3. 

beheld 
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beheld  with  pleafure  the  citizens  of 
Paris,  becaufe  it  ^^as  allured  of  their 
paciiotifm,  and  knew,  that  nothiiig, 
but  the  dangers  of  the  country, 
could  exxite  their  inquietude. 

Having    obtained    permiffion    to 
file  through  the  aliembly,  an  im- 
menfe   crowd  of  rtien,  women,  and 
children  in  various  habits,  preiled 
forwards  with  St.  Huruge  and  San- 
terre  at  their  head.     The  ridiculous 
atrocity  of  chis  exhibition  much  ex- 
ceeded that  of  all,  to  which,  illegal  as 
t'ley  were,  the  aflembly  had  lately 
been  familiarized.    The  individuals 
compofmg  it,  were  armed  with  all 
forts  of  weapons  for  offence  ;   while 
every  enlign  of  revolt  and  infurrec- 
tion,  every  device  and  emblem  ex- 
preflive  of  flattery  to  the  populace, 
and  of  hatred  againfl  thofe  who  pre- 
ferved  their  fidelity   to  their  king, 
was  collefted  together  and  difplayed 
in  triumph.   One  man  waved  a  fcroll 
of  paper,  on   which  was    written, 
"  advice  to  Louis  the  XVlth.  The 
**  people  are    tired  of  fuffering;" 
another  bore  the  words,  ''  tremble 
"  tyrant,  thy  hour  is  come  ;"  and  a 
third  (who  indeed  was  driven  out 
of  the  hall)  carried  a  reeking  heart, 
ftuck  upon  a  pike,  and  infcribcd  as 
*' the  heart  of  an  ariitocrat."     The 
whole  procelTion  moved  to  the  found 
of  martial  mufic,  accompanied  with 
perpetual  fhouts  and  acclamations, 
that  burfl:  from  every  quarter.  When 
all  had  palTed,  Santerre  appeared  at 
the  bar,  and  declaring  their  readinefs 
to  facrifice  thfir  lives  in  defending 
the  decrees  of  the  affembly,  prefented 
a  ftand  of  their  colours,  which  was 
gracioufly  accepted  by  the  prefident 
in  a  lliort  fpeech.    As  foon  as  this 
fmgular  fpeflacle,  which  altogether 
occupied  full  two  hours,  was  con- 
cluded, the  affembly  adjourned. 

In  the    mean  time   the   council- 
general  of  the  commune  was  futin?. 
Vox,.  XXKLV, 


alarmed  at  the  appearances  of  the 
morning.  But  their  apprehenfions 
were  at  length  dilfipated  by  intel- 
ligence, that  "the  fpedacle  was  fine, 
"  and  that  property  was  refpefted;" 
in  confequence  of  which  informa- 
tion, the  mayor  returned  to  the 
manfion-houfe  in  full  fecurity,  c.s 
he  declared,  at  the  very  moment 
when  the  populace,  having  exhibit- 
ed themfelves  before  the  national 
affembly,  proceeded  towards  the 
Thuillcries. 

An  oppofition  was  made  to  their 
pafTage  at  the  entrance  of  the  Lou- 
vre, feme  troops  having  been  lla- 
tioned  that  morning  at  different 
ports,  to  guard  againft  iny  fudden 
furprife  ;  but  at  the  command  of 
two  municipal  officers,  v/ho  appear- 
ed in  their  fcarfs,  the  crowd  foon 
obtained  admittance  :  Full  thirty 
thoufand  people  of  all  defcriptions 
b>?gan  to  pour  into  the  place  du 
Caroufel,  drawing  up  towards  the 
gate,  called  the  Porte  Roy  ale,  feveral 
pieces  of  cannon,  which  they  threat- 
ened to  fire,  if  the  ieafb  refiftance 
was  made.  Succefsful  likewife  here, 
they  at  length  arrived,  without  fur- 
ther obllacles,  at  the  front  entrance 
of  the  palace,  through  which  they 
dragged  their  cannon,  and  into  the 
very  hall  of  the  guards.  The  blows 
of  a  thoufand  hatchets,  forcing  the 
doors  of  the  feveral  apartments, 
now  refounded  through  the  palace  ; 
and  convinced  the  king,  that  his 
immediate  prefence  was  necefiary. 
He  came  forward,  therefore,  to  meet 
the  danger,  attended  by  the  princefs 
Elizabeth,  by  a  few  brave  and  faith- 
ful fervants,  and  by  feveral  indivi- 
duals of  the  national  guard,  who  on 
this  trying  occafion  had  run  to  his 
alHllaiice,  and  were  re'folved  to  pro- 
tect him,  or  die  at  his  feet.  When 
the  donr  of  the  room  to  which  he 
had  advanced,  wa*  opened  to  the 

[HI?]  populace 


432]      ANNUAL    REGISTER,   1792. 


populace  (at  the  time  violently  af- 
lailing  it  with  thdr  liaichets)  among; 
the  firll  that  entered,  was  a  man 
armed  with  a  ftick,  to  the  end  of 
which  was  faflened  a  iharp-pointed 
f^vord-hlade.  Rulhing  forward  with 
this  imlrument  in  his  ]>and,  he  put 
himfeif  in  a  poilura  to  atcack  the 
king,  but  the  bayonets  af  the  gre- 
nadiers frartrated  his  attempt. 

In  order  to  keep  the  crowd  at  a 
greater  diflance,  the  king  was  per- 
fuaded  to  retire  towards  one  of  the 
windows,  where  his  friends  could 
more  eafily  furround  and  protcil 
him.  While  in  this  fuuation  (which 
he  retained  for  fome  hours)  a  perfon 
armed  with  a  fabre,  and  remarkable 
for  the  ferocity  of  his  gedures,  was 
obferved,  for  a  confider;ible  time,  to 
try  every  poflib'e  mode  of  gettirig 
to  the  fpot ;  but  his  eflorts  proved 
frultlefs. 

The  clamour  which  at  firf!  aro.'V, 
when  the  rabble  burll  into  the  room, 
\\  as  i'o  greatjthat  for  about  half  an 
liour  it  was  impoffibe  for  any  imgle 
voice  to  be  dillirctly  heard.  After 
the  tumult  had  a  little  fubfidcd, 
Lcgendre,  addreffing  the  king  by 
the  plain  title  of  monfieur,  ex- 
claimed, "  Hear  us ;  for  it  is  your 
*'  duiy  To  to  d».  You  are  perfi- 
"  dious,  and  have  always  deceived 
"  us.  You  deceive  us  ilill.  But 
"  take  care  of  yourfflf;  for  the 
"  peopleare  wearied  of  feeing  them- 
"  felves  your  laughing-flock."  He 
then  read  a  paper  full  of  obloquy 
and  threats,  con:aining  what  was 
termed  the  will  of  tire  fovereign 
people,  in  whofe  name  l;c  pretended 
tofpeak.  The  king  coolly  anfwered, 
*'  That  his  Gondua  would  be  regu- 
*•'  lated  by  the  coniVitution  and  the 
"  decrees  of  the  national  aifembly." 

]n   order   to  be   better   ,een,  he 
f:ood  upon  an  elevated  fpot  in  the 


recefs  of  the  w  indow,  with  the  *>rifr-- 
cefs  Elizab'th  by  his  fide,  and  hi» 
attendants  around  him,  who  guard- 
ed him  with  unceafing  folicitudc. 
After  he  was  thus  raifed,  a  perfoa 
from  the  throng  thrufl  forward,  on 
the  top  of  a  pike,  a  red  cap,  with  the 
national  cockade,  and  ribbandi  at- 
tached to  it.  Lou-is  inftantly  re- 
ceived it,  and  placed  it  on  his  head, 
much  to  the  fatisfaition  of  the  fpec- 
tators,  whoapplauJedtheafl:  and  he 
kept  it  OB  during  their  ftay.  In  truth, 
occupied  wish  the  fcene  which  wa* 
every  mo?nent  fhifting  around  him, 
he  forgot  the  humiliating  badge 
which  be  wore,  till  one  of  the  at- 
tendants afterward*  noticed  it,  wlieu 
he  returned  into  his  own  apart- 
ments. Another  perfon.  offered  lum 
a  bottle,  requefcing  him  to  drink 
its  contents.  He  took  it  without 
hefuation,  and  immediately  drank 
the  uncertain  draught.  Noiwith- 
flanding  tfiefe  proofs  of  condc-fcen- 
fion  and  heroifm,  feveral  abandoned 
wretches  treated  him  with  unme- 
rited infult,  accompanying  the  gro/T- 
eft  language  with  the  moil  threat- 
ening geflures. 

When  the  king^s  fituation  was 
publicly  known  in  Paris,  the  na- 
tional alTembly  refumed  its  fittings, 
and  aker  a  fnort  debate,  in  which 
the  prevailing  faction  took,  parti- 
cular pains  not  to  exprcfs,  what 
they  called  calumny  againll  the  peo- 
ple ;  a  deputation  was  fent  to  the 
palace.  The  clamour,  however,  was 
ilill  fo  violent,  that  the  deputies 
were  unable  to  appeafe  it.  Several 
voices  infilled  ou  the  recal  ot  the 
difmificd  minifters,  and  the  fant^ion 
of  the  two  decrees.  A  fccond  de- 
putation fol'owed  ;  but  v/ithout  any 
confiJerable  ciiefl.  M.  Peiion,  the 
mayor,  at  hn^th  arrived,  and  fooa 
iifter  harangmng  the   people  in  a 
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flyle  Wfll  adapted  to  pleale  them, 
perfuaded  them  to  depart.     Highly- 
applauding   the  propriety  of  their 
condudl,  he   told   them,    that   they 
had  aded  with  the  dignity  of  free 
men  ;   but   added,  that  as  itxty  had 
now  difcharged  their  duty  in  mak- 
ing their  wilhcs  known  to  the  king, 
he  hoped   they  would  retire  peace- 
ably to  their  refpeiTlive  homes,  and 
not  give  the  enemic-s  of  public  vir- 
tue an  opportunity  of  calumniating 
their  intentions.      The  crowd  be- 
gan immediately  to  feparate,  inout- 
ing    "  Long    live     Petion  ;"    and 
in  a  (hort  time  became  To  confidcr- 
ably    thinned,   that    the    king    was 
enabled    to    retire    into    an    inner 
apartment,  in  o.der  to  recover  from 
the  excefiive  fatigue  which  he  had 
endured.     While    one    diviiion    of 
the  rioters  on  their  departure  v.  as 
palling  by  the  royal  bed-chamber, 
a  man  of  fome  apparent  lead  among 
them,  endeavoured  to  raife  the  envy 
and   malice  of  his  companions,  by 
remarking    how    much    finer    the 
bed   was,  than   thofe   upon  which 
they  flept.     Others  on  their  retreat 
were  deteifled  in  attempts  to  carry 
away  feme  of  the  royal   plate.     So 
buly,inJeed,had  they  all  been  during 
their  ftay,  whatever  were  their  dif- 
ferent   objeds,    that    fcarcejy    was 
there  a  room  in  the  quarter  of  the 
Thuil'.eries  inhabited  by  tne  royal  fa- 
mily, the   door  of  which    had  not 
been  forced.     One  perfon,  in  parti- 
cular, had  been  oblerved  to  be   ex- 
tremely   aftive    with    his    halchet, 
who  boafted   that   he    had  alieady 
broken  through  feveral  doors,  and 
was  determined   tj  proceed  in  his 
career,    until    he    could    have    the 
queen  alive  or  dead.    ludc  d,  many 
exprelJed  the   moll  inveterate  ran- 
cour againft  her ;  and,  from  their  ig- 


norance of  her  perfon,  mucli  obloquy 
intended  for  her,  was  laviditd  on 
the  princefs  Elizabeth,  who,  finding 
their  error,  heroically  forbade  her 
attendants  to  undeceive  them. 

The  queen,  at  the  commence- 
ment cf  the  tumult,  was  left  by  the 
king  in  an  inner  apartment,  with 
the  dauphin  and  the  princefh  royal, 
it  being  his  wifli  to  ftem  tlie  torrenc 
alone.  As  there  ieemed,  however,  a 
ncceliitv  for  her  appearance,  fht- went, 
with  h-,r  children  and  attendants,  in  to 
the  council  chamber,  where  a  party  of 
national  guards  furroundcd  her,  and 
prorcrtci  her,  if  not  from  infult,  at 
leaft  from  injury.  In  order  to  pre- 
vent the  populace  from  prefung  too 
near,  tiie  council  table  was  brought 
up  and  placed  in  I'ront  of  the  royal 
family.  Some  confufion  at  firfl 
arole  at  the  door  before  it  was 
opened,  and  an  olhcer  was  wound- 
ed in  the  hand;  but,  admittance 
being  foon  obtained,  the  rabble 
rufhed  in,  with  M.  Satiterre  at  their 
head.  A  red  cap  was  offered  to 
the  queen,  which  fhe  took  and  plac- 
ed upon  her  head,  fpeaking  at  the 
fame  time  to  the  perfon,  who  otrered 
it,  with  great  affability ;  then,  re- 
moving it  from  her  own,  flie  put  it 
on  the  head  of  the  young  dauphin, 
who  wore  it  for  a  confiderable 
time.  Although  torrents  of  abufe 
were  vomited  without  referve,  the 
heart  of  every  fpeitator  was  not 
equally  unfeeling  ;  for  a  female  a- 
mcne  the  crowd,  as  fhe  pafTed,  fob- 
bed and  wrpt  aloud,  much  to  the 
inuignaiion  of  Sanlerre,  who  an- 
grily ordered  her  to  quit  the  room- 
After  the  party  had  fufHciently 
gazed  at  the  queen,  and  many  of 
them  infuitcd  her  in  the  coarfefl 
terms,  they  moved  away  at  the  com- 
mand of  tiitir  leader,  and  mingled 
[//  >6j  2  wita. 
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with  the  other  crowds,  which  were 
now  evacuating  the  palace  *. 

AmiJit  a!I  the  dangers  and  trials 
of  this  threatening  day,  the  king 
preferved  the  nioH:  undifturbed.  fe- 
renity.  When  afked  by  a  grena- 
dier, who  was  in  the  room  with 
him  immediately  before  the  irrup- 
tion of  the  populace,  whether  he 
was  not  afraid,  he  anfwered,  "  No. 
••'  Place  your  hand  on  my  heart, 
"  and  feel,  if  it  betrays  any  figns  of 
"  fear."  Then  feizinfj  the  p-rena- 
dier's  hand,  he  prelled  it  forcibly 
to  his  bofom.  Ke  was  fatisfied, 
indeed,  in  his  own  mind,  that  it 
was  t!ie  intention  of  the  iiifurgents 
to  affauinate  him  ;  and,  lon^  con- 
vinced as'  he  had  been,  tJiat  he 
could  not  finally  efcape  them,  was 
indifferent  to  his  own  fate,  whether 
he  were  murdered  a  little  fooner, 
or  a  little  later.  But  he  was  full 
of  the  moft  tender  folicitude  for 
the  fafety  of  his  family.  It  was 
for  their  fakes  alone  that  he  con- 
defcended  to  temporize.  "  Oh  !" 
exclaimed  he  tlie  next  day  to  M. 
JBertrand,  who  was  advifing  mea- 
fures  of  vigour  f ,  "  if  my  wife  and 
"  children  v>?ere  not  with  me,  it 
"  would  foon  appear  that  I  am  not 
"  fo.  weak  as  is  imagined  ;  but 
*'  what  would  become  of  theTi,  if 
"  the  mealures  to  which  you  allude, 
"  Ihould  fiiil  ?"  He  indulged  him- 
felf  in  the  hope,  that  if  he  fliould 
fall  fingly,  he  might  Vvjth  his  own 
blood  redeem  their  lives ;  at  leait 
if  any  thing  fatal  fiiould  ultimately 
happen  to  them,  he  was  anxioui 
not  to  appear  the  immediate  caufe 
of  their  common  deftruftion. 


The  failure  of  the  Jacobins  in  this 
plot,   was  attended   with    the  ufual 
confequence  of  fuch  defeats.   It  ap- 
peared for  a  fhort  time  to  ftrengthen- 
the  government.     A  general  indig- 
nation was  expreifed,  the  next  morn- 
ing, throughout  the  c;!pital,andnot- 
withllanding  that  fome  difpofitions- 
to  renew  the  infurre£lIon  were  faint- 
ly  manifelted,   the  leaders   fhrunk 
from  the  danger.  The  majority  of  the 
ailembly,  neverthelefs,  rteadily  con- 
tinued in  the  track  which  they  had 
fo  long  been  treading  ;  though  for 
the    preient    they    proceeded    with 
fome  little  caution.     They  opened 
the   fitting   by   voting   honourable 
mention  of  an  addref^from  Seranne, 
which  thanked  them  for  their  late 
condud;  in  favour  of  the  dilmided 
minifters.      M.    Averhoult,    rifing 
to  announce  a.  motion  of  order,  and 
fetting  out  with   an  aflertion,  that 
violence  had   been   offered   to   the 
liberty  and    dignity   of  the    king, 
was  inftantly  Hopped,  as  a  calum- 
niator of  the  people,  and  his  mo- 
tion voted  to  be  poflponed,  'till  the 
aiTem.bly   was   full.      Immediately, 
another  motion   was   made   by  M. 
Bigot  Preameneu,  for  a  new  law  to 
prohibit  the  affembiing  of  men   in 
arms,  under  the  pretence   of  peti- 
tioning,   uniefs   at    the   requifition, 
and   agreeably   to    the   forms   pre- 
fcribed  by  the  law.    He  moved  this 
'without  any   preface,  as  not   fore- 
feeing  any  oppofition  to  it.     Op- 
pofed,  however,  it  was.     But  after 
a  ihort  debate,  the  majority,  feel- 
ing probably  fome  fhame  for  having 
fo  implicated  themlelves  in  the  un- 
fuccelsful  treafon  of  the  preccdin^j. 


*  Thevjirincipal  fafts  in  the  above  account  are  taken  from  the  depofitions,  de- 
clarations, and  official  reixjrts  in  the  appendix  to  the  king's  proclamation,  pub- 
liihed  the  12th  of  July.     Sec  the  liA  of  authorities,  State  Papers,  p.  476*. 

"j-  Bertiand's  Memoirs,  vol,  ii.  p.  299. 

^ay. 
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day,  confented  to  a  decree,  for- 
bidding any  body  of  armed  citi- 
zens, under  any  pretext  whatever, 
to  appear  at  the  bar,  defile  through 
the  hall,  or  prefentthcmfelves  before 
any  of  the  conlHtuted  authorities. 
Yet  no  fooner  had  they  paffed  it, 
than  they  countenanced  a  poor  eva- 
iion  of  it,  by  admitting  fome  peti-^ 
tioners  of  the  national  guards,  and 
the  populace  of  Vcrfailles,  who 
brought  an  addrefs  againll  M.  La 
Fayette,  to  defile  through  the  hall 
to  the  found  of  martial  muf:c,  though 
their  arms,  indeed,  were  depofited 
at  the  door.  M.  Avcrhoult's  mo- 
tion now  came  on,  and  when, 
after  various  new  interruptions,  it 
was  fufFered  to  be  made,  it  went 
merely  to  an  enquiry;  which,  be- 
fore the  queftion  was  put,  was  alfo 
fuggefled  in  a  letter  from  the  king. 
l^Jeverthelefs,  the  motion  and  the 
letter  were  both  fent  together,  with- 
out any  debate,  to  the  new  com- 
mittee of  twelve  ;  whither  they 
were  immediately  followed  by  a 
report  on  the  fame  fubjeft  from  the 
mirufter  of  the  home- department. 
In  the  evening,  the  Lw-ofHcer  of 
the  department,  M.  Rhsderer,  fig- 
nified  that  a  body  of  armed  men 
was  actually  advancing  againft  the 
palace ;  whereupon  the  afll-mblv,  as 
if  to  mark  their  diilrull  of  the  de- 
partment, and  their  good  under- 
ftanding  with  the  municipality,  fent 
for  M.  Petion  to  give  them  infor- 
mation of  the  fid.  He  afiured 
t  lem,  that  the  alarms  were  without 
foundation,  and  that  order  reigned 
throughout  the  capital.  Inftantly 
M.  Guadet  faw  nottiine  but  a  clot 


to  renew  the  bloody  day  of  the 
Champ  ae  Mars,  and  propofed,  that 
M.  Rhaiderer  fliould  be  heard  at 
the  bar,  to  explain  the  motives  of 
his  conduft  ;  when  a  letter  from 
him  announced,  that  the  armed 
crowd  had  Ihaped  their  courfe  ano- 
ther way,  and  had  been  hnce  dif- 
pcrfed  ^  the  intelligence  of  the 
danger  had,  however,  been  fo  re- 
peated and  fo  uniform,  that  the  na- 
tional guards  had  turned  out  under 
arms.  This  laft  circamllaiice  gave 
immediate  rife  to  a  new  quelHon, 
by  whofe  orders  it  had  been  done  ; 
but  the  mayor  ftepping  forward 
to  avow  thofe  orders,  all  were  at 
once  fatisfied,  without  a  fmgle  word 
of  explanation. 

M.  Petion,  the  fame  evening,  was 
at  the  palace,  and  reported  there, 
that,  the  people  having  made  their 
repreientations,  all  was  now  quiet. 
Upon  being  preffed  by  the  king  to 
allovv  *,  that  the  fcene  of  the  pre- 
ceding day  had  been  liighly  Ican- 
dalons,  and  that  the  municipal  offi- 
cers had  not  done  all  they  might 
to  reprefs  it,  he  infolently  anfwered, 
that  they  had  done  all  they  ought. 
Some  (harp  words  fucceeJing,  Louis, 
irritated  even  beyond  the  prlijnce 
of  his  nature,  bade  h'm  be  filent ; 
but  the  mayor,  afluming  a  tone  of 
alfedted  fuperiority,  replied,  "  Sire, 
"  the  magiftrate  of  the  people  is 
"  not  to  be  filent,  when  he  is  doing 
"  his  duty,  and  fpeaks  the  truth." 
The  king  then  charging  him  on 
his  refponfibility  with  the  peace  of 
Paris,  put  an  end  to  the  converfa- 
tion,by  commanding  him  to  :etire. 

A  very  judicious  proclamation  f. 


*  This  converfition  is  re'ated,  with  very  little  difference,  in  tiie  Moniteur  of 
June  17th,  and  the  Mcrcure  Fran<;:\is,  July  7th. 
t  See  State  Papers,  page  *  zCi-j. 

[I J  /j]  3  drawn 
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drawn  up  by  the  new  mini  (ler  of  the 
home-deparrment,  «'as  row  puh- 
liihed  in  the  name  of  the  king.  At 
the  fame  time,  to  remove  every  fpe- 
cioiis  pretence  for  clamour  againll 
him,  he  declared  in  council  his  pur- 
pofe  of  appointing  a  fecretary  with- 
out delav;  ai.d  for  the  prote6i:ion  of 
Paris,  di -eftcd  the  miniiler  officially 
to  propofe  the  levying  of  forty-two 
rew  battalions,  intenviing  to  encamp 
them  at  Soiilbns.  To  this  pofiticn, 
no  man,  who  really  looked  co  the  mi- 
litary defence  of  ihe  country,  could 
Hart  an  objcclion.  It  is  the  point 
cf  jundion  between  the  two  roads, 
which  lead  to  the  capital  from  the 
veak  parts,  commonly  eaiied  the 
two  gaps,  in  the  northern  frontier  ; 
from  iViaubeupe  on  the  one  fiue,and 
from  Longsvy  and  Montmedi  on  the 
other. 

Nor  were  tbefe  acts  of  the  king's 
government  without  producing  all 
the  cfFeil;,  which  could  tai.!y  be  ex- 
pected from  them  The  public  opi- 
nion gre'v  nJor>?and  more  'a^  ourable, 
and  they  >\  ho,  from  timidity,  difgufl, 
ordefpondency,  had  before  Hood  in- 
diffl-rent  fpeclators  of  the  ilr -ggle 
between  ihe  contending  parties,  be- 
gan ,to  diiplav  an  appearance  of 
intereft  and  zeal  m  the  royal  cau(e. 
M.  Bertrand  urged  his  mafter  to 
avail  himfe'f  of  this  opportunity,  to 
quit  Paris,  with  his  family,  openly, 
and  after  a  formal  notice  of  his  in- 
tention to  the  affembly.  And  he 
prefentedtwo  plans  for  that  purpofe. 
But  both  were  rejeded,  one  as  af- 
fording only  a  choice  of  difficulties ; 
tlie  other  as  clearly  derogating  from 
the  king's  dignity.  A  propofal 
ivas  then  made,  through  the  fame 
channeljby  Buob,  the  juilice  of  peace, 
who  undertook  to  gain  over  the 
naileries  of  the  affembly,  at  a  mo- 


derate  expence.  This,  however 
fared  like  the  others.  Louis,  who 
remembered  that  his  minillers,  in 
the  time  of  the  firit  afiembly,  had 
lavilhed  between  two  and  three  mil- 
lions on  that  very  objed  in  vain 
(if  the  money  was  not  embezzled, 
as  there  was  reafon  to  fufped,  by 
tlie  knavi?fy  of  the  agents)  difap- 
proved  ?.ny  repetition  of  the  attempt. 
All  thnt  he  could  be  induced  to  do, 
was  to  give  his  permifiion,  that  M. 
Bertrani  fhoald  confult  with  M. 
Montmorin  and  M.  Malouet,  upon 
the  fcheme  of  condud,  which  they 
would  jointly  advife  him  to  purfue. 
Accordingly,  they  recommended, 
that  he  fhould  re-ellabli(h  his  guards 
without  lofs  of  time  ;  defer,  as  long 
as  poffible,  the  fuppreffion  of  the 
Swiis  guards,  which  had  not  yet 
been  definitively  fettled  by  the  af- 
fembly; take  every  occafion  of  if- 
fuing  proclamations,  and  fending 
down  meffages  tendmg  to  develope 
the  machinations  of  his  enemies, 
and  to  ke*  p  up  the  favourable  dif- 
pofition  of  the  Parifians  towards  his 
perfon  and  cmfe;  endeavour  to  find 
moans  of  withdrawing  from  the 
capital  with  fafety  ;  and  not  divide 
his  confidence,  but  be  direded  folely 
by  the  opinion  of  this  inner  cabinet. 
This  lail  was  an  article  which,  fitu- 
ated  s  he  uas,  andfurrounded  by  in- 
triguers and  counfellors  of  fo  many 
lariou?  defcriptioi^^s,  it  is  not  to  be 
wondered,  that  he  did  not  pundu- 
ally  obferve.  The  confufion  and 
imbecility,  which  neceffarily  follov  • 
ed  in  his  counlels,  added  to  the  per- 
plexity and  peril  of  his  affairs. 

The  majority  of  the  affembly 
played  their  part  in  a  very  different 
Ipirit.  They  loft  no  time,  and  in 
the  vigour  of  their  firll  attack  on 
the  king  and  his  new  adminillration, 
fhewed 
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ifil^r^•evl  the  refolution,  by  which  Terrier  de  Monciel,  alfo  proceeJed 
They  were  actuated.  On  the  morn-  to  Hate  from  the  diietStory  of  the  de- 
ingr  of  the  22J,  the  ccmmittee  of  parrment,  that  another  petition  was 
tVN-eive,  paying  no  regard  to  the  defigned  to  be  prjfented  the  next 
papers  which  had  lately  been  re-  day,  praying  the  alTembly  to  reftrain 
ferred  to  them,  tool:  up  the  fubjed  the  roy.il  negative  to  fuch  deer  es 
of  the  two  decrees,  as  of  the  n)olt  only,  as  were  not  voted  to  be  of  ur- 
prefling  concern.  Thry  fent  their  gency;  afcer  which, another  ^.ifit  was 
reporter,  M.  Guyton  Morveaux  to  to  be  paid  to  the  Thuilleries,  to  ex- 
propofe.  that  the  minillcrs  (hould  tort  a  pofitivc  declaration  from  tiie 
be  fummoned  to  appepr  the  next  king*  The  mayor,  he  fubjuin.  d, 
day,  and  (hould  then  be  required  had  reported  to  the  dircdory,  that  he 
by  the  prefident  to  deliver  in  writ-  had  not  found  the  proclamatiori  of  liie 
jng,  within  four-and-twenty  hojars,  late  law  againli  arrned  afleaiblages, 
n  ilatemcnt  of  the  meafurcs  taken  fo  efFeiH-ual  as  mie^t  have  oeen  ex- 
for  the  fafety  of  the  empire,  in  put-  peAed,  in  the  iuburbs  of  St.  An- 
ting a  ftop  to  the  troubles  excited  by  toine  and  St.  Marcel.  "  The  def- 
fanaticifm,  and  in  polling  a  fufli-  "  tiny  of  France/'  concluded  the 
cient  army  ofreferve  between  the  minifter,  "is  in  your  hands.  Ic 
frontiers  and  Paris.  "  depends   perhaps,  upon  the  mea- 

The  iDinillers  attended  accord-  "  fures  which  you  mav  ihis  d^y 
ingly,  and  received  the  appointed  "  take."  One  voice  immediarely 
charge  from  the  prefident.  M.  was  heard,  calling  for  vh  order  of 
Lajarre,  the  miniftcr  of  war,  then  th.-  day;  M,  Bazire  denounce.;  the 
reminded  the  alfembly  of  the  ap-  king's  proclamation  as  the  cau'c  of 
plication  which  he  had  made  the  the  new  commotions;  M.  baladin 
evening  before,  for  forty-two  new  found  notfiing  particularly  prelling 
battalions,  and  which  had  been  re-  in  the  official  communication  ;  but 
ferred  to  a  committee;  adding,  that  it  was  at  lall  referred  to  the  ccm- 
the  intention  was  to  ibtion  this  miffion  of  twelve,  wita  a  direction 
force,  if  granted,  at  Soiflbns,  and  for  them  to  report  upon  it  the  fame 
pointing  out  the  local  advantages  evening,  wlien,  at  their  recommen- 
of  that  fpot.  He  was  followed  by  dation,  a  decree  was  pafTeJ.dcfign- 
the  minifter  of  the  home-depart-  ed  to  lead  back  the  deluded  people, 
ment,  who  communicated  a  bill  as  it  was  faid,  by  means  of  periua- 
which  had  been  ported  up  about  the     fion, 

ftreets,  under  th?  name  of  a  peci-  The  account  demanded  fiom  t'le 
tion  from  the  citizens  of  the  fuburb  minifters,  having,  in  confequence  of 
of  Saint  Antoinc,  to  the  national  tlie  cxplanxition  givjn  on  the  fpot 
aflembly.  k  denounced  the  king  by  the  niiniller  of  war,  bee. i  reduced 
in   explicit  terms,  as  unworthy  any     to  the  fingle  point  of  re!ig'ou<;  t:ou- 


longer  to  fill  the  throne;  called  for 
the  fword  of  juflice  to  Itrike  at  his 
head,  and,  if  this  their  applica- 
tion fliould  be  difrtgardcd,  threat- 
ened theml'elves  to  imite  traitors 
V  herpver  thcv  found  them,  even  in 
the    bofom  of  the  aiicmbl)'.      JVl. 


bles,  M.  Duranthoii  as  niir.iikr  of 
juftice,  took  the  lead  m  llring  wh'it 
had  been  done  in  hi;-  olfice.  lis 
aflert^i  his  great  adiv-ity  in  pro- 
mulgating the  luws,  and  his  unre- 
mitting vigilance  in  ^\;-.ccliing  c.er 
the  -ribunals  that  were  toadminaL-r 
[^  /^]  4  them. 
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them.     The  efFefts  of  his  exertions, 
he    faid,  were  fo  happy,  that  the 
effervefcence,  which  had  reached  its 
height,  when  he  took  the  feals,  was 
infenfibly    fubfiding,   and    his  dif- 
patches    for  fome   days   paft  were 
much  lefs  alarming,  than  they  had 
been  in  all  the  former  period  of  his 
adminiftration.     What  remained  for 
the  complete  relloration  of  tranquil- 
lity, he   threw  entirely  on  the  af- 
fembly ;  as  nothing  more  was  want- 
ed, in  his  opinion,  than  the  ena£l- 
ment   of  ftrong   penalties   upon  all 
libellers  of  the  conflitution,  and  ail 
difturbers  of  the  public   repofe,  ac- 
companied by  a  precife  definition 
of  the   latter   crime.      He    urged 
them,  therefore,  immediately  to  em- 
ploy  themfelves   in  filling  up  the 
chafms  of  the  penal  code,  and  an- 
fwered  to   them  for   the  zeal   and 
courage  of  all,  whofe  province  it 
was  to  enforce  obedience  to  the  laws. 
The  miniiler  of  the  home-depart- 
ment  iiifornied   the  afiembly,  that 
he  could  add  but  little,  having  been 
fo  fhort  a  time  in  power,  and  during 
that  time  fo  totally  occupied  by  the 
diftuibed  ftate  of  the  capital.     How- 
ever, he  laid  before  them  the  copy 
of  a  circular  letter  which  he  had 
written,  and  in  which  he  inculcated 
a    p3rre(fl    toleration   of  religious 
principles,   and   a  vigorous  profe- 
cution,  and  fevere  punifliment  of  all 
fanatical  agitators,  to  whatever  re- 
ligious   fyltem   they  might  belong. 
The  reft  of  the  king's  council  faid 
nothing,  as  their  refpeftive  offices 
had  no  connexion  with  the  fubjrd. 

What  had  been  llated  by  the  mi- 
nillers,  in  no  degree  aniVvered  the 
views  of  thofe  who  had  brought 
them  thither.  Guadetat  oncei:ried 
out,  that  never  had  the  decrees 
of  the  afiembly  been  flighted  and 
mocked    with    i'o  much  impunity. 

3 


He  did  not  want  feparate  reports  ; 
but  an   account  from  all   the  mi- 
nifters  in  a   body,  as   forming  the 
king's    council,    of   the  mcafures, 
which  they  would  advife  to  be  fub- 
ftitutcd  for  the   two  decrees,  lately 
negatived  by  the  king.     Any  mea 
who  would  take  office  in  fuch  a  crifis, 
without  an   entire  plan   of  policy 
ready  to  meet  the  difficulties  of  the 
public   fituation,  were  in  his  eyes 
traitors    to   their   country.       That 
plan  of  policy,  whatever  it  was,  the 
affembly  demanded,  and  had  a  right 
to  know.    He  moved,  therefore,  that 
the  minifters  fhould  be  told  to  that 
effefl  by   the  prefident,  and   have 
three  days   more  allowed   them  tch 
prepare  fuch  a  general  report,     M. 
Muraire,  one  cf  the  leading  mem- 
bers  in   the  committee  of  twelve, 
protefied,   that  the  former  decree 
which   had  iiTued  fi-om  thence,  did 
not  necelTarily  mean,  what  M.  Gau- 
dct  had  attributed  to  it;  but  the 
afiem.bly  might  of  courfe  explain, 
or  vary  it  how  they  pkafed.    O'.hers 
objffted,  that  the  propofition  before 
them,  if  carried,  would  annihilate 
the  independence  of  the  executive 
power,  which  it  was  a  fundamental 
principle  of  the  conftitution  to  pre- 
ferve.     M.  Dumolard  fuggelled  an 
am.endment,  which  he  thought  very 
obvious  and  neceflary  according  to 
the  language  of  the  conftitution ;  it 
was  to  confine  the  report  to  execu- 
tive meaiures  only.     But  this,  and 
every  thing  elfe  originating  on  the 
fame  fide,  was  overruled.     The  mo- 
tion of  Guadet  was  voted,  and  com.- 
municated  immediately  to  the  mi- 
nifters by   the  prefident,  who  alfo 
enquired,  by  order  of  the  afiembly, 
what  had  been  done  in  conlequence 
of  the   law  creating   the   ofnce  cf 
fecretary   to  the  council ;  to  which 
it  was  aniwcrcd,  that  the  king  had 
probably 
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probably  made  his  choice  at  that 
very  moment,  and  would  lofe  no 
time  in  declaring  it. 

Though,  in  their  new  decree,  the 
affembly  had  recurred  to  the  quef- 
tion  refpecting  the  protedion  ot'the 
capital  from  the  enemy,  yetfo  little 
anxious  were  they  in  reality,  that 
before  they  received  any  iniorma- 
tiori  whatever  from  the  minillers  on 
that  head,  they  put  all  the  troops 
of  the  line  then  in  Paris,  at  the 
king's  diipofal,  to  be  immediately 
marched  to  the  frontiers. 

The  minilters  indeed  delayed  their 
report  beyond  the  appointed  time, 
probably  to  take  advantage  of  a 
circunii^ance,  on  which  their  royal 
mailer  for  a  moment  placed  fome 
reliance.  This  was  the  appearance 
of  La  Fayette,  in  the  name  of  his 
whole  army,  at  the  bar  of  the  af- 
fembly. The  events  of  the  20th 
of  June,  as  the  truth  began  to  be 
more  generally  diliufed,  cccafioned 
a  ftrong  fenfation  in  the  provinces, 
and  all  the  three  armies  on  the 
frontiers  exprefied  much  indigna- 
tion againrt  the  infurgents.  La  Kay- 
ette  early  put  a  Hop  to  the  delibera- 
tions among  the  troops  under  his 
command ;  but  undertook  himf.lf 
to  reprcTent  their  common  fenti- 
ments  in  a  way  lefs  liable  to  objec- 
tion. Having  therefore  fo  arranged 
his  meafures  withMarihal  Luckner, 
as  that  the  fervice  fhould  not  fufFer 
during  his  abfencc,  he  repaired  to 
the   capital,  and  delivered  a  peti- 

,  „  ,      lion  to  the  affembly  in 

lune  28th.    1  -  •    J-   ■  J     1  'l 

-'  his  own  individual  cha- 

racier,  as  a  citizen,  though  with  an 

avowal,  that  he  fpcke   tiie  lenfe  of 

his  v^hole  army.    Kis  demands  were, 

that  the  inftigators  and  leaders  of 

the     violences    committed    at   the 

Thuilleries,  on   the   20th  of  June, 

(houid  be  prciecutcd  and  puuiihed. 


for  high  treafon  ;  that  the  Jacobins 
fliould  no  longer  be  fulfered  to  meet ; 
and  that  efficacious  meafures  fhould 
be  taken  to  enfure  refpeft  to  the 
conlHc'jted  authorities,  efpecially 
to  the  legiflative  body  and  the 
king.  He  was  received,  both  on  his 
arrival,  and  when  he  croffed  the  hall 
to  take  his  feat  among  the  peti- 
tioners, with  confiderable  applaufe, 
not  only  by  many  of  the  mem- 
bers, but  by  the  galleries  too.  But 
as  foon  as  he  had  ended,  Guadet 
arole,  afked  whether  the  general 
had  leave  of  abfence  from  the  mi- 
nifier  of  war,  and  demanded  that 
the  committee  of  twelve  (houlJ  be 
direfted  to  make  a  report  the  next 
day,  on  the  danger  of  admitting 
generals  of  armies  as  petitioners. 
He  was  anfwered  by  M.  Ramond, 
vvho,notwithilandingoccafionaI  mur- 
murs andinterruptior.s,  pronounced 
a  warm  panegyrick  on  the  general, 
and  in  conclufion  moved,  that  his 
petition  fhould  be  fent  to  the  com- 
mittee, with  inllrudions  for  them  to 
confider,  and  report  as  early  aspof- 
fible,  what  fhould  appear  to  them 
the  moft  likely  n  eans  to  remedy  the 
caufes  of  diforganization  there  de- 
nounced. And  M.  Gaudet's  mo- 
tion having  been  rejedted  on  a  di- 
vilion,  by  339  againll  234,  that  of 
M.  Ramond  was  finally  carried,  but 
not  without  a  debate  of  more  tu- 
mult and  violence,  than  argument 
or  difculiion  of  any  kind. 

The  n  xt  day,  the  mini  Hers  ap- 
peared, and  M.  Duranthon  read 
their  joint  report,  to  the  fame  eftedl 
with  tii;it  which  he  had  before  made 
in  [lis  own  n:ime,  though  rather 
fuller,  and  llronger  in  moll  of  the 
parts.  This  was  fol'owcd  bv  copies 
of  an  addrefs  from  the  king  to  the 
Frenc'i  armies;  and  efa  letter  from 
n;arinal  Luckner  to  the  king,  the 

fame 
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f-ims  5n  fubHance  r.s  the  petition  of 
M.  La  Fayette.  Thefe,  am!  other 
Ttieces  read  by  the  other  ininifters, 
^■ers  received  in  profound  filence, 
a'-id  o^d•:^red  to  be  printed.  In  the 
evening  fittino;,  the  majority  met 
with  anoih'ir  blow,  which  might  have 
<LTnrited  men  lefs  daring.  A  long 
sdirefs  in  iupportofM.  La  Fayette 
was  prefentc-d  from  Rouen,  fivned 
v/i:h  twenty  thoul'and  names,  and 
*«>ocher  from  the  department  of 
yiifne,  eqtsally  fpirited,  though  not 
carrying  the  fame  weight  of  num- 
bers, as  it  came  only  from  the  five 
adminifiratars.  The  former  was 
quietly  pafTad  over  vviih  the  order  of 
the  day,  but  this  la.ter  was  attacked 
VkTth  great  vehem.ence.  Nor  were 
the  jacobins  without  the  walls  of 
the  aiTemb'y,  lefs  watchful  of  their 
opportunities,  or  lefs  courageous  in 
the  i)fe  of  them.  It  had  been  fettled, 
that  M.  La  Fayette  fhoulJ  review 
tHc  national  guards,  but  the  clamour 
of  his  adverfaries,  and  the  ft  ar  of  the 
confequences  prevailed  ;  inJlead  of 
the  review,  the  general  was  invited 
fo  an  entertainment  given  by  fome 
of  the  richeft  and  beft-difpofed  re- 
giments;  and  the  next  day,  having 
taken  his  leave  of  the  aflembly  in  a 
letter  exprefling  his  regret,  that  he 
could  not  carry  an  aniwer  to  his 
army,  he  departed  to  refume  his 
command.  His  conduct,  from  this 
wriod,  became  the  great  topic  of 
praife  or  reproach  in  the  petitions 
and  add  reffes  obtained  by  the  oppo- 
fite  parties;  and  his  correfpondence 
with  Roland,  already  mentioned, 
was  publiihed  by  the  latter  to  injure 
>:im  as  much  as  pofUble  with  the 
«rmy. 

The  committee  of  twelve  now 
fent  another  reporter,  M.  Pafloret, 
to  communicate  the  refult  of  their 
inanities  into  the  Itate  of  the  na- 


tion, H's  fpeech  was  printed  and 
circulated,  but  it  was  Hot  completely 
fatisfaftory  to  any  fet  of  men.  The 
r>anner  in  which  it  treated  the  events 
of  the  20th  at  th."  Thuiileries,  by 
no  means  pleafed  the  majority.  It 
confijered^  the  petition  of  that  day 
as  utterly  unwarrantable,  and  faid, 
that  the  excefles  then  committed 
ought  to  be  purlued  by  ju'lice,  and 
punitued  by  the  law ;  that  France 
f^lt  indignation  at  the  recital  of 
them  ;  and  the  fame  woald  inevita- 
bly be  the  fentiment  of  all  Europe, 
antl  the  lateft  pollerity.  On  the 
other  hand,  it  reprefented  (hut  with- 
out referring  to  a  fingle  document 
in  proof  of  the  affertinn,  and  in 
direct  contradiftion  to  the  lalt  in- 
telligence of  the  minifler  ofjullice) 
that  the  religious  troubles  were  in- 
creafinginfteHd  of  being  diminifned, 
and  that  new  laws  of  coercion  were 
jrdifpenfable.  But  it  again  oftended 
the  democratical  fadion  by  attack- 
ing, though  with  fome  qualifications 
and  foftening  phrafes,  the  popular 
focieties  and  the  licence  of  the  prefs, 
agiinft  the  latter  of  which  evils  it 
announced  the  fpeedv  propofil  of 
fuitable  penalties.  Full  of  compro- 
mifes  as  this  report  was,  it  produced 
little  effeft,  and  remained,  in  truth, 
a  dead  letter. 

The  military  committee  was  ready 
with  their  opinion  on  the  king's 
propofal  to  levy  forty- two  new  bat- 
talions. But  the  committee  of 
twelve  pu(hed  forward  their  projeft 
of  a  decree  on  the  fame  fubjeift, 
which  was  in  the  fpirit  of  their 
former  proceeding,  made  up  of  weak 
compromifes.  It  went  to  eftabliih 
the  new  camp  at  SoilTons ;  but  in- 
ftead  of  raifmg  the  necefl'ary  force 
in  the  way  meant  by  the  king, 
which  would  have  given  the  chance 
of  better-aitefted  men,  it  took  at 

once 
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once  all  the  volunteers  then  on  their 
march,  who  h.td  b.-en  leieiled  by 
the  jacobin  clubs  for  the  fecret  ob- 
jeft  of  Servan's  original  decree. 
Jt  aHb  incidentally  Lgaiized  their 
meeting  at  Paris  to  celebrate  the 
nnniverfary  of  the  federation  ;  but 
then  ordered,  that  they  lliould  ilay 
only  three  days  longc-r  in  the  ca- 
pital. It  v\as  eaiy  to  forefee  that 
the  laft  of  thtrfe  articles,  which  could 
alore  render  the  reJt  fafe,  was  not 
likfly  to  be  very  fdupuknifly  ob- 
ferved,  without  a  more  ethcient  go- 
vernment to  enforce  it.  The  king, 
hovvever,  fandioned  the  decree  the 
{awe  day. 

M.  rhuriot  foon  after  brought  on 
a  mealure  more  uiredlv  pointed  to 
the  views  of  the  majority.  Encou- 
raged by  two  or  three  petitions 
from  fome  of  the  more  violent  fec- 
tions,  he  moved,  that  the  entire 
ftafF  of  the  Pariiian  national  guards 
iliould  be  dilbanded  ;  that  the  fit- 
tings of  the  fedions  lliouId  be  voted 
permanent,  and  a  proclamation  rnade 
that  the  country  was  in  danger  : 
And  the  firft  part  of  his  motion, 
after  a  fhort,  but  fharp  debate,  was 
carried,  with  an  amendment  ex- 
tending it  to  the  llaft'of  the  national 
guards,  in  all  cities  and  towns  con- 
taining 50,000  fouls  and  upwards. 
The  primary  aflemblies  were  to 
chufe  the  officers. 

About  the  fame  time,  the  new 
minillry  gave  the  firft  hgn  of  their 
approaching diflblution.  Durantl>on, 
having  received  repeated  warnings 
through  the  journals  conduced  by 
the  Girondills,  as  well  as  in  their 
fpeeches,  thought  it  prudent  to  obey 
the  intimation,  refjgned  the  feals, 
and  retired  to  his  native  city  of 
i^ourdeaux.  His  fuccefTor  in  office 
vwas  M.  Dejoly,  who  had  been  fe- 
cretary  of  the  council  about  a  week 


The  new  ininifter  of  jufl:ice,when  he 
anounccd  himfelf  in  that  charader, 
brought  down  a  very  gracious  mef- 
fape  from  the  king  to  the  aflembly, 
diredly  propoiing  a  public  renewal 
of  the  federatio/i  on  the  approach- 
ing anniverfarv.  But  it  was  not  the 
intention  of  the  majority,  that  Louis 
ihould  gain  any  popularity  on  that 
occafion.  The  communication  was 
coldly  received,  fome  captious  ex- 
ception taken  at  a  fingle  phrafe 
hardly  ^capable  of  an  ur.favourable 
conftrudi-on,  and  the  letrer  referred 
for  the  opinion  of  the  committee  of 
twelve,  v.ithout  delay  ;  which  was 
only  prevented  by  the  awkward  ex- 
pedient of  a  fecond  meff.jg;'  in  ex- 
planation of  the  iiril.  And  Oiortly 
after,  another  melfage,  defigned  to 
catch  public  favour  ac  the  expence  of 
the  king's  perfcnal  feelings,  by  no- 
tifying to  all  Europe,  that  he  dif- 
avowed  his  exiled  brothers,  was  fen t 
down  with  as  little  ben^;fit  to  him- 
feif  or  his  government. 

The  retreat  of  iVi.  Duranthon  waj 
probably  haflened  by  the  danger, 
which  he  may  have  forefeen  from  a 
momentous  dilcuflion  then  recentlv 
opened,  of  a  nature  to  agitate  and 
enfiame  the  populace.  Jt  was  a 
confideration  of  the  meafures  moH 
proper  to  be  taken  with  a  view  to 
the  public  fafety,  <-igain(l  foreigo 
and  domeflic  enemies.  Vergniaud 
had  been  already  heard  in  a  Ion" 
declamation,  principally  le-velled  a. 
gainfi  the  king.  'J'he  firfl  of  many 
meafures  whic:i  he  fubmitted  to  the 
affeinbly,  was  to  declare  the  country 
in  danger.  But  the  form  of  doing 
this  had  not  yet  been  fettled,  though 
the  lubjed  had  been  brought  before 
them  previouily  by  M.  Jean  Dc- 
bry.  His  propofition  wa*  therefore 
adopted,  before  the  sffembly  pro^ 
ceeded  further.  Ar.d  fome  cf  the 
confequences 
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confequences  attendant  on  this  de- 
claration, whenever  it  fhou'ld  be 
snade,  were  to  be,  that  the  coun- 
cils of  the  departments  and  diftrids, 
the  municipalities,  and  councils-ge- 
neral of  the  communes,  were  to  be- 
come permanent,  and  all  volunteers 
might  ferve  in  the  national  guards 
■without  any  uniforms,  contrary  to 
an  exprefs  provifion  of  the  conlti- 
tutional  code.  It  was  afterwards 
addedj  that  in  all  fuch  jundlures, 
the  members  of  the  king's  council 
ihould  be  jointly,  as  well  as  fepa- 
rately,  rcTponfible  for  the  whole  con- 
duft  of  the  executive  power  :  and 
frefli  reports  were  demanded  in- 
Itantly  from  the  exifting  minifters. 
The  drift  of  all  this  could  not  be 
miftaken. 

In  this  fituation  of  affairs,  at  the 
moment  when  Briflbt  was  going  to 
deliver  a  fet  harangue  on  the  llate 
of  the  nation,  one  of  the  moft  fm- 
1  1  fV,  gu^^i"  fcenes  occurred,  that 
J  y  '  '  was  ever  exhibited  in  a 
public  affembly.  M.  Lamourette, 
the  conllitutional  bifliop  of  Lyons, 
rofe,  and  declared  that  he  meant  to 
fpeak  to  order  on  the  fubjed:  of 
that  debate.  Many  extraordinary 
jneafures,  he  cbierved,  had  been, 
and  many  more  probably  would  be 
propofed  ;  but  none  of  them  hit  the 
mark,  becaufe  none  of  them  aimed 
at  the  center  ;  none  afcended  to  the 
true  fource  of  the  evil.  It  lay,  he 
thought^  in  the  difaftrous  divificns 
of  the  affembly.  One  fide  charged 
the  other  with  the  feditious  deiign 
of  Vvilhing  to  deflroy  the  monarchy  : 
the  latter  retorted,  that  their  col- 
leagues wifhed  to  introduce  an  arif- 
tocratical  government,  known  under 
the  name  of  the  tv,'o  chambers. 
«  Let  us  then,"  continued  he,  amidll 
reiterated  applaufes  from  every  part 
of  the  hallj  "  with' one  unanimous 


"  and  irrevocable  oath,  let  us  Waft 
"  for  ever  the  project  both  of  a 
"  republic  and  of  two  chambers. 
-'  1  move  that  the  prefident  Ihall 
''  put  the  queftion  for  all  to  Hand. 
^'  up,  who  abjure  and  execrate  alike 
"  a  republic  and  two  chambers." 
He  had  fcarc^ly  finilhed,  when  every 
member  prefent  flood  up  at  the 
fame  moment,  and,  in  the  moft  fo- 
lemn  attitude  of  fwearing,  pro- 
nounced the  declaration,  that  they 
would  never  fuffer,  either  by  the 
introdudion  of  the  republican  fyf- 
tem,  or  by  the  eftablifhment  of  two 
chambers,  any  change  whatever  to 
be  made  in  the  exifting  conftitution. 
After  this  ceremony,  they  rullied 
acrofs  the  hall  into  each  others  em- 
braces, theoppofite  parties  affeftedly 
mingling  together,  and  they,  who 
had  diftinguiihed  themfelves  by  any 
marked  perfonalities,  oftentatioufly 
feating  themfelves  fide  by  fide.  The 
galleries  took  their  part  in  the  ge- 
neral joy  by  fhouts  and  acclama- 
tions. As  foon  as  order  was  a 
little  reftored,  M.  Emery  remarked, 
that  when  the  affembly  was  united 
within  itfelf,  fimilar  harmony  fhould 
reign  between  all  the  powers  of  the 
ftate  ;  and  fuggefted  that  twenty- 
four  members  fhouM  be  inftantly 
deputed  to  acquaint  the  king  with 
the  happy  occurrence  of  that  day. 
Louis,  attended  by  his  minifters  and 
the  twenty-four  deputies,  entered 
amidft  cries,  which  of  late  he  had 
not  often  heard.  He  told  them  with 
every  appearance  of  finceritv,  that 
no  act  was  fo  touching  to  his  heart  as 
the  union  of  all  for  the  weal  of  their 
country;  he  had  long  defired  that 
fortunate  moment,  and  his  wifh  was 
novvaccompliflied.  He  had  come,  he 
faid,  to  exprefs  in  pcrft)n,  that  the  na- 
tion and  the  king  were  one.  If  they 
had  the  fame  object  in  view,  their 

united 
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united  efForts  would  fa.ve  France. 
Their  king  would  always  give  them 
that  example  of  attachment  to  the 
coniHtution,  which  fliould  unite  all 
Frenchmen.  To  a  fuitable  anAver 
from  the  prefident,  he  declared  in 
reply,  that  he  was  forty  to  have 
been  under  the  neceflity  of  waiting 
for  a  deputation,  fo  eager  was  he 
to  be  in  the  midll  of  them  on  fuch 
an  occafion.  When  he  retired,  he 
was  followed  by  every  mark  of  cor- 
dial fatisfaiStion  and  delight  from 
the  affembly  and  the  galleries. 

Many  of  thofe  who  joined  in  this 
oath  were  b:^yond  all  doubt  unfeign- 
edly  tranfported  by  the  enthufiafm 
of  the  moment.     But  it  is  clear  that 
the  popular  leaders,  who  were  per- 
petually accufmg    Louis  of  perfidy 
and  perjury,  meant  nothing  lefs  than 
the   engagement  which   they  then 
took.      Briflbt    inftantly   requefted 
time  to  revife  the  difcourfe,  which 
he  had  prepared  for  that  day  ;  mean- 
ing, as  he  profciTcd,  to  efface  what- 
ever might  tend  to  revive  animofi- 
ties   now  buried  for  ever;  but  he 
eoniidered  the  meafure^  which  he 
had  to  fubmit,  as  too  critical  and 
important  to  be  fuppreffed.     And 
two  days  after,  when  the  debate  on 
the  means  of  public  fafety  was  re- 
fumed,  he  pronounced  a  fpeech,  from 
which  it  is  difficult  to  imagine  what 
sould  have  been  retrenched,  as  too 
violent.  lie  declared,  that  they  had 
a  right  to  difpofc  of  their  own  per- 
fonal    refentments,  but  not  of   the 
national  juflice.  If  it  were  poffible, 
that  they  hadcoalefced  among  them- 
fclves  to  fpare  the  guilty,  it  would 
be  a   true  confpiracy.     He   would 
paint  the  executive  power,  fuch  as 
it  was,  up   to  the   moment   of  the 
late  union  ;  and  no  man  is  changed 
in  a  fmgle   day.     He   fhould    look 
upon  himfelf  as  a  traitor,  as  the 


batcher  of   his  fellow  citizens,   if 
he  could  put  any  faith  in  fuch  a 
fudden   converfion;    and,    for  the 
pleafure  of  apparent  harmony,  fet 
aiide  the  means  of  fuperintendence, 
and  the  adls  of  rigour,  which  the 
conftitution  made  it  their  duty  to 
adopt.      «  I   tell    you,'*    faid   he, 
"  that    to   ftrike   at  the  court   of 
"  the  Thuilleries,  is  to  ftrike   all 
"  the  traitors  at  once.     There  yen 
"  ought   to  ai.n    vigorous   blows. 
*•  Every  half.meafure  (hews  a  fee- 
"  ble  mind:   cauftics  mull  be  ap- 
"  plied    to    gangrenes.     The    mi- 
"  nifter  of  juftice  has  told  you,  that 
"  the  caufe   of  our   evils    is   to   be 
"  found  infome  chafms  of  the  penal 
"  code,  in  the  plaudits  of  the  gal- 
"  leries,     and    fome    exaggerated 
"    writings.  Is  not  this  to  begrave-- 
"  ly  occupied  about  a  broken  Ihin, 
"   when  there  is  an  abfcefs  in  the 
"  head  ?"    He  then  proceeded,  un- 
der a  promife  of  proving  his  accu- 
fations,  to  give  the  fame  reprefen- 
traions,' which  he  and  others  had  lb 
often  given  before,  of  the   king's 
alledged  guilt,  and  the  confpiracy  of 
the  court,  in  the  whole  management 
of  the  war,  and  in  the  internal  go- 
vernment of  the  kingdom  ;  adding 
new  charges,  levelled  at  the  royal 
proclamation  on  the  events  of  the 
20th  of  June,  at  theaddrefles  from 
the  direftories  of  the   departments;, 
and  the  political  interference  of  La 
Fayette  and  the  other  generals.  To 
fave  the  ftate,  therefore,  he  thought 
it     neceflary,    that     the     affembly 
fhould    immediately    declare     the 
country  in  danger  ;   examine,  into 
the  king's  conduit,  whether  it  did 
not  amount  to  an  abdication  ;  pro- 
nounce the  minifters,  all  and  each, 
refponfible  for  the  afts  intended  to 
replace  the  decrees,  which  had  beea 
negatived  ;   vote  thciu  to  have  loft . 
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the  confidence  of  the  nation  ;  pro- 
secute pa;ticu!arly  the  miniller  oi 
war,  and  the  minilters  of  the  foreign 
and  home  departments  ;  inflitute 
informations  agiinll  the  ftcret  com- 
mittee, which  bcfieged  the  king; 
create  a  comnr.ittee  of  pubUc  fafety, 
compofed  of  fewer  members,  but 
cf  the  moft  adive,  vigilant,  intre- 
pid, and  inflexible  charadlers,  to 
wiiom  all  charges  of  high-treafon 
Ihould  be  referred ;  accelerate,  by 
lome  fupplemental  law,  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  high  court  at  Orleans ; 
bring  to  fpeedy  punilliment,  thofe 
who  commanded  dtliberauons  at 
rhe  head  of  armies  ;  fell  the  tllates 
and.  eftetls  of  the  emigrant*-;  take 
from  them  every  hope  of  an  amneflyj 
which  only  emboldened  them  ;  and, 
iinally,  cheriih  and  fupport  the  po- 
pular iocieties,  as  highly  effential 
to  the  inftrudtion  of  the  nation. 
"  Be  people,"  cried  he  in  pero- 
rating, "  be  ever  and  only  people  ; 
*'  make  no  dillindion  between  men 
"  of  property  and  of  no  property ; 
"  drag  into  day  all  the  expences  of 
"  the  civil  lilt  ;  let  the  aiTembly 
"  be  the  kino's  only  committee; 
<■'  the  people  his  only  confidant  ; 
"  let  pikes  be  rr.ingled  with  niuf- 
"  kets  to  guard  him  ;  and  let  him, 
*•  in  the  midlt  of  all,  be  a  man  of 
••  the  14th  of  July." 

This  tranfcendant  flight  of  re- 
publican eloquence  was  followed  by 
the  report  of  the  mlniilcrs,  who 
apologized  at  the  fame  time  for  the 
undigefted  heap  of  details,  which 
their  various  intenaptions  had  not 
permitted  them,  in  the  fhort  period 
allowed  for  the  purpofe,  to  reduce 
into  better  order.  One  number  of 
the  majority  cried  out,  that  they 
v>. ere  tiicked  and  betrayt-d  on  every 
fide.  Another  fi.id,that  the  minif- 
ters    were   giving    their    uoKs    of 


opium,  while  the  enemy  was  ad^ 
vai  ciiig  ten  leagues  a-day.  A  frefli 
report  was  demanded  from  the  mi- 
nilters within  •  twenty-four  hours, 
and  they  were  hooted  by  the  gal- 
leries as  they  left  the  hall.  They 
produced  their  new  report,  prefac- 
ing it  with  a  declaration,  that  they 
would  fubmit  to  no  refponfibility, 
except  that  impofed  by  the  law  and 
th-i  conftitution,  which  was  different 
from  that  attempted  to  be  thrown 
upon  them  by  the  afiembly;  and 
concluding  with  the  intelligence, 
that  they  all  had,  that  morning,  fig- 
nified  to  the  king  their  intention  of 
refigning.  One  great  objedl  of  the 
majority  being  thus  attained,  they 
obfervcd  a  profound  filerce  refped- 
ing  the  minillers,  and  proceeded  to 
debate  the  motion  fo  repeatedly 
made,  for  declaring  the  country  in 
danger.  Al^ter  much  inflammatory 
language,  it  was  adjourned  to  the 
next  day,  when  it  was  carried,  and 
two  addrefles  voted,  one  to  the 
army,  and  another  to  the  nation. 

In  the  mean  time,  as  the  foldiers 
arrived  from  the  provinces  to  affill 
at  the  federation,  they  had  been 
courted  and  carefled  by  the  aiTeiu- 
bly.  A  particular  part  of  the  gal- 
lery was  referved  for  their  accom- 
niodation  ;  and  they  were  received 
with  all  honour,  when  any  of  them 
came  to  prefent  petitions  agaialt 
the  king,  M.  La  Fayette,  or  t.  e 
directories  of  the  departments.  By 
their  aid,  and  that  of  the  feftions  in 
Paris,  it  was  hoped,  that  the  pub- 
lic opinion,  exprefl'ed  by  fixty  nine 
out  of  the  eiglity-three  depart- 
ments, by  the  inhabitants  of  Rouen 
to  the  number  of  twenty  thouiand, 
by  thoie  of  Paris  to  the  number  of 
thirty  thoufand,  and  by  the  majori- 
ties cf  ieveral  other  larf^e  cities  and 
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towns,  anight    be    overborne  and 
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filfieJ.  With  the  fame  view  alio, 
iin  addreis  was  now  brougi.t  for- 
ward liom  the  council  general  of 
the  commune  of  Marfeilles.  It  re- 
cited the  articlci  in  ihe  declaration 
of  rignts,  which  infilled  on  the 
natural  equality  of  man,  and  allert- 
ed  that  every  thing  in  the  conilicu- 
tion,  contrary  10  that  declaration, 
ought  to  b;;  rej  fted.  It  then  ran 
into  a  long  inveclive  on  the  abfur- 
Jity  of  recogniQng  an  hereditary 
mbnarcli,  ana  of  arming  him  with 
the  powers  granted  to  the  king  by 
tlie  nrll  afTembly.  The  legifiature, 
therefore,  was  called  upon  10  abro- 
gate this  part  of  the  work  oi  their 
predeceiTors.  Tiie  language  of  the 
iiddrefs  throughout,  was  dire(ft, 
lirong,  and  audacious.  It  was  much 
applauded  by  the  audience  in  the 
galleries,  and  efpecialiy  in  that, 
U'iiere  the  Federate?,  aa  they  were 
called,  had  their  feats.  Dut  in  the 
afiembly  none  ventu.ed  to  give  it 
any  countenance,  while  m.mv  called 
loudly  for  fome  brand  ot  infamy  lo 
be  put  upon  it.  M.  Le  Croix  ob- 
ferving,  however,  that  it  was  iiTi- 
pofTible  to  proceed  on  the  fubject, 
as,  by  a  llanaing  order  lately  adopt- 
ed, all  addrelfes  and  peticions  were 
to  be  refericd,  without  difcuilion,  to 
the  committee  of  twelve,  the  for- 
mer mayor  of  Mai  fellies,  M.  Mar- 
tin, on  whom  Mirabeau  had  con- 
ferred the  firname  of  the  Ju>t, 
arofe ;  but  before  he  had  finilhed 
one  fentence,  at  the  firil  exprefiion 
of  cenfure,  was  ftopped  by  loud 
murmurs  f;om  the  galleries,  info- 
much  that  the  prelldenc  was  obliged, 
to  fend  a  party  of  the  gua  ds  on 
duty,  fur  tue  porpofe  of  pre.erving 
filence  there.  M.  Martin  then  de- 
manded, ill  the  name  ol  Marieilles, 
groaning  as,  he  faid,  that  city  was, 
uoder  the  dominion  of  the  factious. 


that  the  affembly  would  ^ivealoole 
to  a!l  tiieir  feverlty  againli:  the  au- 
thors, whom  he  defcribed  as  a  mi- 
nority that  had  made  their  w?.v  to 
power  by  fadiion.  He  had  henrd 
iome  little  time  of  this  criminally 
impudcRt  addrefs,  but  had  cherilhed 
hopes,  th^t  it  would  never  bav* 
dared  to  fucw  its  face.  As  it  had 
appeared,  he  owed  it  to  himfclf,  to 
his  conllitLcnts,  to  the  ailcmbK',  to 
his  country,  to  call  down  juilicff 
upon  the  authors.  M.  La  Croir 
explained,  that  without  giving  ^niv 
opinion  on  the  merits  of  the  addref-, 
he  ov.ly  m'-ant  to  remind  the  aii'em- 
bly  of  is  own  llaniing  order  ;  bnt 
upon  the  galleri  -s  being  reprovc<{ 
for  appla-uding  hiir»;  "it  is  ve^r 
"  allor.i-.hing,"  added  he,  "  that  thr 
"  mcmbersof  the  aifembly  will  bra\c 
'•the  Federates  who  aflilt  at  the  lit- 
••  ting ;"  to  which  M.  Girardia 
readily  replied,  "  It  is  very  alloniih- 
"  ing  that  the  foldiers  of  th'*  law 
*'  ihew  no  refpeft  to  the  dea.  era- 
"  tion.s  of  the  Jegiilature."  The 
addrefs,  which  was  abandoned  on  ::!l 
fides,  as  clearly  contra' y  to  the  con- 
Ititation,  was  finahy  fent  to  the 
committee  ot  twelve,  with  the  addi- 
tion that  tiieir  report  fhould  be  pre- 
fented  the  next  di.y  ;  but  no  furtht-r 
proceeding  appeais  to  have  been 
had  upon  it. 

On  the  king's  fide,  nothng  w?s 
done,  or  even  attempted,  to  refift 
the  fovce  w'uh  which  his  enemies 
were  plainly  preparing  to  furround 
and  deitrov  him.  When  Buob,  at 
his  ov»  n  hazard,  made  th?  experi- 
ment, which  he  had  recommended, 
f.r  infiaencing  the  galleries,  Loais, 
difcovcrirg  what  had  taken  pb.ce, 
from  th^  paitial  elFeds  which  h^d 
been  produced  by  it,  fent  pofitive 
orders  that  the  defjgn  fhould  hi 
abandoned.   Soon  after  M.  La  Fa/- 
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ette,  exafperated  by  the  united  fac- 
tions of  Jacobins,  and  infpirited  by 
the  avowed  opinion  of  the  greater 
as  well  as  better  part  of  France  in 
Ms  favour,  tranfmitted  to  the  king  a 
plan,  which,  he  faid,  was  ready  for 
execution,  to  open  a  way  for  him 
through  his  enemies,  and  efiabliili 
him  in  fafety  either  at  Compeigne, 
or  in  the  northern  part  of  the  king- 
dom, furrounded  by  his  guards  and. 
fuch  of  the  troops  as  were  moll  faith- 
ful; all  which  was  to  have  been  done 
conftitutionally.      Louis,  however, 
neither  believing  La  Fayette  quali- 
fied to  reficre  the    monarchy,  like 
Monck,  nor  the  plan,  on  the  face  of 
it,  efiicacious  enough  for  fuch  a  pur- 
pofe,  returned  a  gracious  anfwer  in 
the  negative,  telling  him,  afer  an 
acknovvledgment  of  his  loyal  inten- 
tions, that   "  the  beft  fervice  v/hich 
*'  he  cculd  ^0,  was  to  continue  to 
"  make  himf^lf  a  terror  to  the  fac- 
"  tlous,  by  ably  performing  his  du- 
"  ty  aS  a  general." 

Neither  was  much  more  vigour 
{hewn  by  the  king  on  a  quellion, 
which  perhaps  more  than  any  other 
was  devifivc  of  his  fate;  as  it  involved 
no  lefs  than  the  command  of  Paris. 
This  was  the  fufpenlion  of  Petion 
from  his  oiRce.  The  direftory  of  the 
departm.ent  having  fully  examined 
the  conduct  of  the  mayor  relative  to 
the  events  of  the  20th  of  June,  not- 
v/ithllanding  a  report  in  his  favour 
by  their  law  otticer,  M.  Rhoedcrer, 
pafied  a  vote,  on  the  6th  of  J"uly, 
to  fu'.pend  him  from  his  fundlions. 
Inflantly  petition  upon  petition  v.as 
prefented  from  the  more  republican 
isftions.and  other  popular  meetings, 
where  his  faflion  had  any  fway,  all 
calling  for  protedion  to  "  the  vir- 
«•  tuous  mayor."     As  the   ferment 
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worked,  it  was  alfo  demanded,  that 
the    diredory   of    the    department 
fliould    be   difmiffed,   and    another 
chofen.     Petion  himfeif  complained 
in  the  tone  of  an  injured  man  to  the 
alTembly,  that   a  final  decifion  was 
fo  long  delayed,  the  law  requiring', 
that  the  king  (hould  ratify  or  annul 
the  fentence  of  the  directory  in  fuch 
cafes.    The  minifers  anfwered,  that 
they  had  not  yet  received  the  pro- 
ceedings from    the    officers    of  the 
department.     When   they   had  ob- 
tained   them,  fearful    of  exercifmg 
the  power  veiled  in  the  crown  by 
the  CQjjflituticn,  they  advifed  tlieir 
mafter  tofub.Tiitthequeflion  altoge- 
ther to  the  legifiature,  on  the  ground 
that  it  perfonaily  concerned  himlelf. 
But  the   majority  of  that  body   af- 
fecting a  tendemefs  for   the  prero- 
gative, which  they  in  no  degieefelt, 
referred  the  fubjeft  back  to  the  ex- 
ecutive power.     Thus  pufhed  upon 
it,  the  king  determined  firmly  to  do 
his  duty,   and  accordingly  ratified 
the  fufpenfion,  the  motives  of  which 
were  very  fatisfaiTtorily  explained  in 
a  long  proclamation*,  accompanied 
by  a  great  variety  of  documents.  But 
no  fooner  had  this  lawful  aft  of  his 
power  been  announced  to  the  afiem- 
bly,  than  the  majority,  as  if  to  fhew, 
that  their  former  apparent  deference 
to  him,  was  only  to  find  a  more  fig- 
na!  cccafion  of  mortifying  and  dif- 
honourirghim,  tcok  up  the  queflion, 
and,  after  hearing  Petion,  who  had 
declined  making  any  defence  either 
before  the  dlrefturv  of  the  depart- 
ment or  the  king's  council,  and  after 
a  repetition  of  that  defence,  and  of 
M.  Rhaederer'o  argument  in  the  form 
of  a  report  from  the  committee  of 
twelve,   rePtored  the  mayor  at  once 
to  the  plenitude  of  his  fundions.  M. 
Manuel, 


*  See  State  Papers  p.  26?.*  to  276^ 
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Manuel,  the  law  officer  of  the  com- 
mune, who  had  alio  been  fufpeiided, 
being  unable  to  appear  froin  indif- 
f  ofltion,  the  confide,  ation  of  his  cafe 
was  pollponed  ;  and,  with  the  weak- 
nefs  and  contradifticn,  which  mark- 
ed the  proceedings  of  the  commit- 
tee that  propofed  the  meafure,  the 
miniflcrs  were  diredcd  to  give  an 
account  witiiin  tliree  days,  of  the 
profecutions  inftituted  a  gain  ft  fuch 
as  had  been  concerned  in  the  dif- 
Orders  of  the  30th  of  June. 

M.  Pciion  rcfunicd  the  mayoralty 
on  the  very  day  of  the  federation. 
Every  thing  v.as  il:udiouny  contri; ed 
on  that  occafion  to  prejudice  the 
royal  caufe,  as  much  as  pcilibie,  in 
the  eyes  of  the  people.  Immedi- 
ately previous  to  the  ceremony,  the 
fn-efident  of  the  afiembly  went  to 
ay  the  foundation-llone  of  a  pillar 
to  be  dcJicated  to  liberty,  on  the 
ruins  of  the  BaUile.  In  ihe  order 
of  the  ceremonial  icfelf,  oi'-c  change 
\vas  made,  and,  in  the  language  of 
the  decree  paflld  to  *  reguhae  it, 
another ;  the  objcd  of  both  wliich 
was  to  hold  out  the  king  as  inferior, 
who,  in  1790,  was  clearly  recog- 
nifcd  as  fuperior  to  the  preudeut : 
reither  was  he  defired,  as  then,  to 
take  upon  b.mrelf,  and  oiiicers  un^ 
tier  his  immediate  orders,  the  af^ual 
command  of  all  the  troops  and  na- 
tional guards.  But  thegreatell  in- 
fult  of  all  was  the  hired  cry,  which 


refounded  in  his  ears,  of  honour  to 
Pction,  and  hoftility  to  royalty. 
The  Federates,  it  was  remarked,  ex- 
hibited a  llriking  contrafl:  t'>  thofe, 
who  had  arrived  in  the  fame  charac- 
ter two  years  before.  The  latter 
had  given  many  proofs  of  att:ich- 
mcnt  to  the  king,  who  teilif.ed  f , 
with  affefting  fcnubility,  ihe  fatis- 
faftion  with  which  he  paufcd  on 
the  i-einombrance  of  that  epoch,  and 
which  made  thofe  the  fweeteft  mo- 
ments of  his  ftay  in  Paris.  On  the 
conrrary,  the  greater  part  of  the 
national  guards,  who  now  came  f  on 
the  provinces,  fnewed  in  their  fierce 
and  eager  countenances,  the  fatal 
purpofe  for  which  they  had  been 
chofen.  However,  tlie  prefulent, 
the  members  of  the  legiflative  body, 
the  national  guards,  t:ie  troops,  and 
all  the  citizen?  prelent,  on  b?half  of 
thcmfelves,  and  the  whole  people, 
now  again  folemnly  fwcre,  on  what 
they  called  the  altar  of  their  coun- 
try, to  maintain  the  conftltution  de- 
creed by  the  firll:  a^emhly,  and  to 
be  faitlifui  to  the  nation,  the  law, 
and  the  king. 

On  the  evening  of  that  day,  an 
attempt  was  made  to  affafiinate  the 
queen  J.  A  grenadier  of  the  national 
guards,  induced,  it  is  faid,  by  a 
fmall  fum  of  money  given,  and  a 
much  larger  promifed  by  Santerrr;, 
unde.took  the  tafk.  But,  intt-lli- 
gence   of  the  defign   having  been 


*  In  the  ftderaticn  of  1790,  the  order  of  fwearing  afcended  from  the  national 
guards,  through  the  prefident  and  the  al'/cmhly,  to  the  kin?;  who  having  lectived, 
as  fuperior,  thtir  oaths,  lock  that  appointed  for  himfelf.  In  1792,  by  placing 
the  national  guards  la(i',  iViltead  of  firft,  the  order  appeared  to  ddcend  from  the 
prefulent  riiroiigh  the  king,  to  them.  The  decrei.-  of  1790  direfted  the  'prefident 
to  lie  placed  "  o/t  tha  right  baud  cf  the  kbi^\''  that  of  1792,  in  exprelTIng  the 
fame  thing,  appomted  t!ie  king's  feat  •' c;;  the  left  of  the  pre/iciefit.'"  In  pro- 
portion as  thei'c  circumitances  leem  minute  and  tiiiling,  they  more  ftrcngly  mark 
the  determined  fyltem  which  then  appeared,  of  dCj^rading  and  virtually  depofing 
the  unfortunate  Louis  the  XVIth. 

f  See  the  anthentietranllation  of  his  declaration,  State  Papers  for  1791,  p.  130*. 

I  Bertrand's  Memoirs,  vol.  ii.  p.  34.5,  &c. 
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cafDally  obtained,  and  his  perfon 
particularly  defcribed,  .i  ftrift  watch 
v/as  kept  for  him.  Once  he  was  ob- 
ferved,biit  made  his  efcape.  Coming-, 
however,  a  fecond  time,  he  was 
Teized  about  eleven  o'clock,  at  the 
foot  of  the  fvair-cafe  leading  to  the 
queen's  apartment,  and  on  fearch- 
ino-  him  at  the  gaard-room,  a  cut- 
Jafs  vv^s  fouvid  concealed  in  the 
liiiing  of  his  coat.  The  next  morn- 
ing, when  it  was  iNrended  to  carry 
him  'oefore  amagiflrate  for  examin- 
ation, he  was  refcued  by  a  band  of 
ruffian?,  fent  for  that  very  purpofe 
to  the  palace. 

The  leaders  of  the  afTembly  in 
ithe  very  next  fitting,  took  a  new 
flep  preparatory  to  their  intended 
attack  on  the  palace.  Louis  had  not 
exercifed  the  p'^^vvcr,  which  a  late 
decree  had  vefted  in  him,  of  fend- 
i'-'g  the  troops  of  the  line  out  of 
Paris.  A  new  decree  therefore  was 
moved,  which  had  not  even  a  pre- 
tence of  look-ng  to  the  military  de- 
fence of  the  ffO'Uiers,  but  plainly 
confcfied  the  view  of  the  mover. 
It  ordered  all,  who  were  in  garn- 
fon  at  P.iris,  to  be  immediately 
fent  thirty  thouihnd  toifes  from  the 
place  where  the  legidative  body 
fate,  agreeably  to  the  conllitutional 
code,  whii.h  made  the  confent  of 
the  affembly  neceffary  for  the  pre- 
fence  of  any  troops  vvitjiin  that  dif- 
tancs.  M.  Girardin  objei^k'd,  bat 
inefFedually,  that  to  march  away 
all  the  old,  ileady,  difciplined  forces, 
was  a  ftrange  proportion  indeed,  to 
come  from  the  fame  m.en,  who  had 
thrown  the  kingdom  into  a  convul- 
fion,  by  infilling  fo  loudly  on  the 
neceflity  of  forming  a  new  camp  of 


twenty  thoufnnd  raw  recruits,  for 
the  proteftion  of  the  capital.  But 
the  majority  had  already  gone  too 
far,  and  were  too  confident  in  their 
own  ftrength  to  regard  appearances 
any  longer ;  and  the  motion  was 
carried  as  it  fiood.  The  attention 
of  the  affembly  was  then  called  to 
the  continuance  of  t!ie  Swifs  guards, 
and  it  was  referred  to  the  diplo- 
matic committee,  to  report,  at  an 
early  period,  on  the  terms  of  their 
engagement;  but  no  final  refolution 
was  ever  taken  on  the  fubjed.  Thefe 
meafures  were  followed  by  the  in- 
flitution  of  a  new  armed  force  for 
the  police  of  the  city;  and  it  was 
exprefsly  toconfifl  cffuchamongthe 
old  French  guards,  and  other  troops 
of  the  line,  concerned  in  the  early 
feditions  of  the  revolution,  as  had 
not  yet  cnUfted  anew  in  the  army. 

The  time  allowed  for  the  flay  of 
the  Federates  in  thecapital  expired, 
and  they  fhewed  no  inclination  to 
leave  it.  Out  of  nearly  three  thou- 
fand  (thev  did  not  amount  to  more) 
two  thouiand  only  enrolled  them- 
felves,  as  willing  to  ferve  in  the 
camp  at'  Soifioas ;  nor  were  thefe  at 
all  ready  to  depart.  Their  gene- 
ral language  is  reprefented  to  have 
been  *,  that  they  would  not  go 
without  overturning  the  throne  of 
Louis  the  XVIth ;  and  they  fre- 
quently expreffed  this  their  determi- 
nation in  a  manner,  which  even  the 
chiefs  of  their  own  f-ftion  thought 
highly  imprudent.  Some  of  them 
had  gone  fo  far  as  to  infult  the 
queen  in  the  gardens  of  the  Thuil- 
leries,  with  fongs  of  revolutionary 
ribaldry,  and  by  refufinT  to  take  off 
their  hats  when  Ihe  paiTed.      The 


*  lis  (les  Fedeiei)  ne  vouloient  pas  retourner  chez  eux  fans  avoir  renverfe 
Louis  XVL  da  tioiie  :  ils  i'en  e^phijuuieni.  iguvent  d'une  raaaiere  tres-iinprudeute. 
Ccmptc -rendu  de  lerome  Petion. 

4  offenders 
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thofe  againll  whom  the  revdiuion 
was  made.  And  three  days  after, 
they  fcnr  a  deputation  to  the  bar  of 
the  afiembly,  in  the  name  of  the 
whole  body,  and  as  on  belsalf  of  all 
the  departments,  to  demand,  that  the 
king's  fundionslhouldbe  fufpended, 
as  a  prelim.iiiary  ftep  to  a  judicial 
enquiry,  whether  he  had  not  forfeit- 
ed the  crown  ;  and  that  the  primary 
afiemblits  ihould  be  convoked  to 
deliberate  and  vote,  whether  there 
ought  not  to  be  a  national  conven- 
tion to  reconfider  the  r.rticles  of  the 
conllitutional  code  -efpefting  the 
executive  power.  It  was  added, 
there  v,  as  not  an  hour,  not  a  moment 
to  be  loih  If  this  were  not  done, 
the  country  would  have  but  one  re- 
fource,  that  of  exerting  all  its 
ftrength,  and  crufhing  all  its  tyrants. 
None  of  the  royalilt  or  fcuiilant 
party  ventured  to  propofe  fending 
them  out  of  Paris ;  but  M.  Chouieu 
on  the  other  fide,  moved  that  they 
ftiOuid  r>;main  till  they  were  formed 
into  regular  battaucns.  This  of 
courfe  was  oppoftd,  and  the  afiem- 
bly, obliged  to  take  fom.e  meafure  a 
little  colourable,  at  laH:  referred  the 
whole  arrangement,  in  all  its  circum- 
ftances,  to  be  fettled  between  the 
miniller  of  the  hon^e-department  and 
the  mayor,  who  thus  obtained  a  di- 
resfl  authority  over  them,  and  would 
be  able  to  delay  their  departure  as 
long  as  might  be  neceflary  for  the 
plot  of  his  fac-^ion,  nov  rapidly  ap- 
proaching to  another  crifis. 

Nor  were  the  Jacobins  lefs  bufy 
in  the  province-.,  through  the  corre- 
fponding  committees  of  their  clubs, 
and  emiffuries  fent  into  e\ery  part 
of  the  kingdom.  They  blew  into 
increafed  rage  all  the  old  animofi- 


cffenders  were  chaftifed,  as  they  de- 
ferred, by  her  attendant.-; ;  and  they 
came  the  next  day  to  the  bar  of  the 
alTi.  mbly,  witii  an  infolent  addrefs, 
i^emanding  ju:Hce.  In  confequcncs 
of  this  event,  the  garden  r;atei  were 
kept  ihuc.  This  necelfary  ifcp  be- 
came the  fubject  of  popular  decla- 
mations in  the  ni'smhly,  and  of 
a  riot  on  the  :  i[\  at  the  palace  :  the 
windows  of  which  were  broken, 
and  the  garden  gates  almofl  foiced, 
when  M.  Petion  a.  rived,  and  by  his 
influence  prevented  any  greater  out- 
rage, though  he  was  not  able  to  pre- 
vail on  the  multitude  to  diiperfe. 

The  Federates  were  the  chief  mov- 
ers in  all  tlief;  dilturbances  of  the 
capital.  The  Jacrbins  put  in  pradice 
everyart  to  debauch  them  dill  more, 
and  to  pufh  them  on  to  new  ads  of 
audacity.  About  fixty  only  cf  their 
number  ha  1  the  virtue  to  refill:  rhe 
general  corruption,  and  to  acquaint 
the  afiembly  with  the  m.eans  of  fe- 
dudtion  employed  upon  their  fallows. 
The  reft  g.-ive  themfelves  up  to  be 
the  ready  inftruments  cf  the  m.oft 
defperatc  dcfigns.  They  treated  the 
afi!emb!y  with  an  irreverence  that 
obferved  no  bounds,  threatening  the 
members,  whofe  poiitical  opinions 
they  diflikcd,  and  the  prefident  him- 
felf,  when  he  interfered,  with  their 
clenched  fiits  and  their  fabres  from 
the  galleries.  They  alfumed  a  fort 
of  corporate  authority  over  the 
whole  kingdom.  They  publiQied  a 
circular  addrtfs  *  to  the  depart- 
ments, calling  on  their  brethren 
every  where  to  rife,  and  fwear  with 
them  to  annihilate  even  the  leaft 
veitiges  of  arillocracy,  and  not  fuffcr 
any  longer,  at  the  head  of  the  armies, 
the  legiflation,  and  the  government. 


*  For  the  account  of  this  addiefs,  f?«  *'  Le  Defenfeur  de  la  Conftitution,  par 
Rebel fpierrt',"  page  506, 

[/;]3?  ties 
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ties  againd:  the  nobles  and   the  ca-  the   former   aflemblv.     A  band  of 

tholic  clergy.     One  fallehood  they  thefe    ferocious    men,    went  to  the 

Ipread  every  where  with  mifchiev-  prifon  of  Alais  on  the  day  of  the  fe- 

ous  effect:  they  aflcrted,  and  with-  deration,  delivered  in  triumph  fome 

out  the  flighteil  foundation,  that  in  of  their  affoctates  who  had  been  con- 

the    different    fkirmilhes    with    the  fined  there  for  robberies,  murdered 

Auftrians,  feveral  emigrated  priells,  the  Chevalier  Defgrigny,   a  younj;^ 

drefled  as  foldiers,  were  fonrrd  a-  naval  othcer,  and  Madame  Gailiard, 

niong  the   (Lairv  of  the  enemy.     In  Ixith  of  whom  had  been  arreiled  on 

fome  places  they  dexteroully  availed  fufpicion  of  the  crime  of  arillocracy, 

themfelrcs  of  local  circumftances,  and  carried  their    heads    on   pikc& 

At  Brert,- advantage  was  taken  of  an  through  all  the  l^rects  of  the  city, 

horrid  aft  committed  by  a  man  in  a  They  did  not  fpare  even  the  peafants, 

itate  of  infanity.     He  had  deftroyed  whom  they  fufpe(R:?d  of  having  had 

his  wife  and  children.     The  melan-  any  intercourfe  with  M.  I>uiaillanr, 

choly  fituation  of  his  mind  was  fully  or  of  wifliing  well  to  his  caufe.   But 

proved  on  the  llriilell  enquiry ;  and  their  chief  fury  fell  on  the  prieits. 

he  was  liberated.     But  he  did  not  Nineteen  were  full  imprifoned,  and 

communicate  with  the  new  church,  butchered  at  Vans ;  the  firft  of  them, 

and   therefore  all  was  attributed  to  M.  Bravard,    a    venerable    man  of 

fanaticifm.  Accordingly, it  was  made  ninety-eight,  who  had  fpent  a  greac 

the  principal  foundation  of  a  refolu-  part  of  his  long  life,   aftively    and 

tion    for    feizing    every    nonjuring  ufefully  in  the  diretTtion  of  afeminary 

priefl  throughout  the  department,and  at  Avignon.  Yet  the  facrifice  of  the 

Committing  them  to  clofe  imprifon-  few  days  which  remained  to  him  was 

ment  in  the  caftle  of  Breft,  with  the  little.  The  Abbe  Novr,  a  young  ec- 

option  only  ofbanifhment  to  Spain,  clefiafticofeight-and-twentywaspuc 
Portugal,  and  Italy,  by  the  iirft  fliips.  ta  a  more  fevere  trial.  He  had  been 
In  the  South,  a  raih  and  ill-con-  torn  from  the  houfe  and  arms  of  his 
certed  attempt  made  by  M.  Dufail-  father,  who  was  now  called  where 
lant,  an  old  officer  with  the  crofs  of  his  fon  ftood  in  the  hands  of  his  aflal- 
St.  Louis,  to  raife  the  Ibandard  of  fins,  furrounded  by  the  mangled  bn- 
royaky  in  the  neighbourhood  of  dies  of  thofe  whom  they  had  juft  dii- 
Jales,  and  thus  make  a  divcrfion  in     patched.     But  the  aitliition  of  the 


favour  of  the  combined  powers  and 
the  exiled  princes,  not  only  drew 
fwift  deftruftion  on  himfelfand  his 
followers,  riev^r  amctmting  to  fo 
many  as  two  thoufand  men,  but,  af- 
fordincr  a  preter.ce  for  colledting  ftf- 


parent  was  in  rain  ufed  as  a  fnare  for 
the  confcicnce  of  his  child.  He  re- 
fnfed  to  take  the  oath,  which  was 
tendered  as  the  ranibm  of  his  life, 
and  after  comforting  his  fatlier,  pre- 
fcntcdhis  neck  with  fortitude  to  the 


ty  thoufand  rational  guards  in  that  repeated  ftrokes  of  the  executioner, 

quarter,  fubjected  all  the  miierable  trembling  and  agitated,  at  the  cries 

ccuntty  around  to   the  fame  rapine,  and    lamentations  of  the  miferabls 

conflagrations,  and  cruelties    as  the  old  man.  In  another  initance,  on  the 

fame   troops  had   before   fpread    in  fame  fpot,  a  contrary  refinement  of 

Nifmes,  Avignon,  a,nd  the  Comtac  barbariiy  was  praflifed.    A  boy  was 

Venaifin,   v.iih  impunity,  juilifica-  brought  to  embitter  with  his  tears 

tion,  and  praife  frora  the  leaders  of  the  lall  agonies  cf  his  father,  and 

placed 
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f'acpd  fo  as  to  be  fprinkled  wiih  his  Some  of  the  meafures  of  thefe 
blood.  clubs   were  aimed   more  dircdiv  at 
The  feneration  was  folemnixed  at  the  monarchy.     Among  the  violent 
Bourdeau::  by  t\\o  very  atrocious  af-  publications  which   were  ilTucd  by 
faflinations".     One  of  the  venerable  them  at  this  time,  one  from  the  fo- 
lufFerers   was  the    abbe  Dupuis,    a  ciety  at  Pui,  in  the  department  of 
beneficed  clergyman    in   that  city;  the  Upper   Loire,  was   particularly 
the  other,  M.  Langoiran,  formerly  dilHnguiflied.       After    the    coarfeii 
vicar-o;eneral  to  the  archbilii^p,  a  language,  it  concluded    by   threat- 
man    of   eminent    piety,  prudence,  ening  Louis  and  all  other  kings,  with 
and  learning,  but  uho  had  become  "  thoiifands  of  Brutus's  and  Scxvo- 
obnoxious  by  having  anfwered,  with  "'*  l<i"s   to  purify  the  earth   from  the 
too  much  ability  and  zeal,  the  de-  "  infecftion    of    royalty."       Others 
allical   work  already   mentioned    to  Shewed  a  deeper  and  more  fyftema- 
have  been  written  by  M.  Duranthon  tic    defign  of    rebellion.     The   fo- 
before  his  promotion.     Having  jull  ciety  at  Bourdeaux  propofed  to  efta- 
returned  to  his  native  city,  the  late  blifh  central  committees  by  dcputa- 
minifter   of  juftice  was  invited    to  tion  in  all  the  chief  places  of  the  de- 
celebrate  that  feliival  with  the  ma-  partment.    and    to   fend    delegates 
^[iltrates-     As  he  entered  the  court  from   thofe  bodies   to  Paris,  as  the 
©f   the  department,    the    mutilated  means     of     forming    there     fome- 
and  bleeding   trunk  of  his  late  an-  thing  of  a  central  opinion,  and  of 
tagonill    met    his    fight.      He    was  ftriking  a  llronger  blow.      At  Mar- 
firuck  with  horror,  turned  away  in  feilles,  in  the  midft  of  tumult,  and 
difgufl:,  and  feverelv  upbraided  the  after  four  popular  executions  at  the 
rnagillrates.     This  is    the   lalt    a&  lamp-pofh,  a  general   meeting    was 
recorded  of  him,  and  perhaps   the  convened  on  the  23d  of  July,  con- 
moft  honourable.  filling  of  the  principal  perfons  in 
On  the  fame  day  feveral  indivi-  civil   and    military  authority,    and 
<3uals  of  the  clergy  met  with  a  fimi-  with  them,  enumerated  together  iu 
lar  fate  in  different  and  diftant  parts  the  public  accounts,  the  new  bifhop 
of  the   kingdom;  and  many  more,  and  the  vice-prefident  of  the  jaco- 
about  that  lime  and  foon  after,  were  bin  club.     Refulutions*  were  then 
put  to  death  with  circumftances  more  paffed,  aflaring  the  inhabitants,  that 
or  lefs  fanguinary.     Great  numbers  they  now  had  np  other  enemies  to 
alfo  were  crowded  together  in  jails,  fear  than  tije  executive  power   (as 
and  other   places    of  confinement;  they  generally  afFeded  to  call   the 
two  hundred   at  Mans;  three  hun-  king)  an4  foreign  potentates;   paf- 
dred  at  Cennes;  others  at  Nantes,  fing  a  fentence  of  inftant  deportation 
Port  Louis,  and  other  towns.    They  againli  all  ecclefialtics  who  had  not 
were  for  ever  accufed  of  creating  taken   the  oath;  requiring  the  ge- 
thofe  difturbances,    of   v/hich    they  nerals  and  the  i^rmies  in  that  quar- 
were   themfelves    the    vidims;    and  ter  not  to  obey  the  king's  qrders,  if 
the  whole  was  with  equal  jultice  im-  any  of  the  troops  fliould  be  direded 
puted  to  the  king,  even  in  the  na-  to   march   to   the    Rhine;   making 
tional  ufTcmbly  iilelf.  difpofitions  to  keep  all  the  publjc 

*  An  abftrad  of  thefe  proceedings  Is  given  in  the  Journal  de  Pans,  No.  215, 
Au-'j!t  2,  1752. 

[//  ]  3  money 
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money  i«  the  department,  for  the  Manuel,  one  by  one  gave  in  their 
purDofe  of  fe.'ding  and  paving  the  ret'pcftive  refigaaiions,  till  there  now 
armv  ;  raifing  an  a  ditional  force  of  remained  only  fix;  and  the  very  fame 
fix  thoufand  men  ;  and  inviting  the  day   the  a'Tembly  infilled  that  the 
people  of  the  fouttiern  ueparunents  miniftry  fhould  be  aftual'.y  chrino^ed, 
to  follow  this  example.     Thefepro-  agreeably  to  the  no'iificiiion  which 
pofu'ons produced  fatal  confsquences  had   been  fome   time  before  given 
at    Toulon.       The     adminutrators,  by  the  miniller  of  juftice.     Imme- 
though  mofl   of    them  zealous    re-  diateljf    M.    Dubouchage    was    an- 
volutionilb,.  did  not  chufe  to  go  the  nounced  as  the  nckv  miniftsr  of  ma- 
whole  length  required  of  tiiem,  iW  rinj,  and  M.  Champion  of  the  home- 
contraditlion  to  the  clear  limits  of  department.     The  war-office,  foon 
the   law.       A    popu'ar   infurreilioh  afterwards,    was    conferred   on    M. 
took  place,  and  no  lefs  than  twelve  D'Abancourt,  the    management   of 
of  the    m.agiftratcs  periihcd.      All  the  finances  on  M.  Leroux   de    la 
proceedings  of  this   kind  were  de-  Vilie,   and   the  foreign-department 
tailed  with  much  exultation   in  the  on  M.  Bigot  de  Sainte-Croix. 
republican  journals.  M.  Terrier   de  Monciei,   during 
The  king  awaited  the  event  wi'h  his  ihort  ftay  in  the  council,  had  fo 
calm  refignation  *.     The  honour  of  far  \\\>n  the  confidence  of  his   royal 
the  French  name  was  the  fole  objeiSt  mafter,  that  on  his  difmiflion  he  was 
of  his  concern.     He  wifhed  rather  added,  together  with  M.  Clermont- 
to  die  by  the  hand  of  an  aflafiin,  Tonnerre,   to  the  little  cabinet  of 
than    of   the  executioner,   that  his  fecret  advifers.    Indeed  they  requir- 
murder  might  be  confidered  as  the  ed,  at  that  period,  to  be  ftrengthen- 


crime  of  fome  few  individuals,  and 
rot  of  the  nation.  It  was  therefore 
his  principal  aim  in  every  aft  to 
avoid,  as  much  as  pofiible,  whatever 
might  ferve  as  a  pretext  for  biing 


ed  with  all  the  wifdom  and  integrity 
that  could  be  found.  IVl.  Bertrand, 
on  the  19th  of  July,  had  obtained 
information  of  a  plan  for  creating 
an  infurreftion  on  the  29th,  with  a 


ing  him  to  a  pnblic  trial;  and  with  view  of  dethroning  the  king;  and 

this   view    he    frequently  read    the  to  defeat  it,  he  publifhed  the  details, 

hillory  of  our  Charles  the  firft.     In  two  fucceffive  days,  in  a  falfe  edi- 

this  fituat^on  of  difticulty  and  dan-  tion  of  Louvet's  Sentinel.     Befides 

ger,  he  was  left  in  a  manner  alone  this,  he  and  his  coadjutors   had  re- 

amidft  his  enemies.     The  direftory  ceived  the  king's  permilfion  to  lay 

of  the  department  was  that  popular  before  him  a  projedl  for  his  efcape 

authority,  which  in  its  nature  mofl  from   Paris,  but  with   the  pofitive 

approached  to  an  ariftocratical  cha-  limitation,  that  the  place  of  his  re- 

radler,  and  had  lately  (hewn  a  ma-  treat   (hould  not   be  more  than  20 

nifell  leaning  towards  the  thrcne ;  leagues    from    Pa.ris,    the    diitance 

but  the   leading  members   of  that  marked  by  the   conftitution,  which 

body,  difguifing, perhaps,  their  fears  having   now    fworn    to   obferve   in 

under  the  more  honefl:  name  of  re-  that    particular,    Louis    would    not 

fentment  at  the    reiloration  of  pe-  violate.     Accordingly,  the  caftle  of 

tion,  which  was  followed  by  that  of  Gaillonin  Normandy  was  propofedj 


*  Bcr'uand's  Mem.  vol,  ii.  p.  a^j. 
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and  a  confidential  perfon  fcnt  by 
the  kirg  to  view  it.  Two  loyal 
aflbciations  were  alfo  formed  about 
this  period  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  the  palace,  to  affift  in  its  defence, 
fliould  any  fudden  emergency  re- 
quire their  aid.  It  was  reported 
too,  that  all  thcRoyalifls,  Fcuillans, 
and  Moderates  or  Independents,  as 
they  were  called,  of  the  aflcmbly, 
confu'ering  their  deliberations  as  no 
longer  free,  after  the  late  daring 
concuft  of  the  Federates  in  the  gal- 
leries, entertained  a  fcheme  of  re- 
tiring to  Rouen,  and  invited  the 
king  to  accompany  them  ;  but  that 
he  would  'not  confent  to  take  a 
ftep  which  would  have  the  appear- 
ance of  putting  himfelf  at  the  head 
ef  a  faftion. 

On  the  other  hand  the  Girondifts 
were  not  without  their  alarms.  They 
knew  their  own  party,  far  from 
fpeaking  the  general  fenfe  of  the 
nation,  to  be  *  comparatively  weak, 
though  full  of  courage;  that  of  the 
court,  though  timid  and  irrefolate, 
to  be  very  formidable  in  numbers. 
Looking  forward,  therefore,  to  the 
chance  of  a  failure,  many  of  them 
were  bufied  in  fpeculating  on  the 
means  of  edablifliing  their  favourite 
republic  in  the  fouthern  ■[  provinces, 
and  of  carrying  away  the  king,  as 


and  had  a  jufl  terror  of  the  fature 
confequerces  which  mi,",ht  redourd 
to   themfelves  from  tiveir  own  in- 
ftruments.     Now    that   one    iufur- 
reclion  more,  if  it  f'loold  prosper, 
would  place  them  in  thegoverri.'nent, 
they  began  to  be    afraid   -^f  habi- 
tuating a  multitude;  %  t*-"  tWiik  ir- 
felf  the  people.     Mutable  aovl  fiuc- 
iL'ating  in  their  opirricns,  tiiey  h.  Id 
perpetual   confultations,    ac   which 
they  agreed  in    nutr.ing  but  t>-eir 
end.     The  chief  demagogues  met 
principally  §  at   Charenton,  a  town 
about  fix  miles  from  Paris ;  ethers 
of  inferior   note. carried  on    their 
cabals  at  1|  public  houfes  in  the  fu- 
buibs.   Chabot  having  one  day  in  a 
little   fociety  of  this    kind,  made  a 
vehement  declamation  on  the  advan- 
tage which  would    refult    to   th;-ir 
party,  if  the  court   would  attempt 
the  lives  of  fome  of  the  patriodc  de- 
puties ;  Grangencuve,  one  of  them, 
took  the  firft  opportur.i'y  of  telling 
him  in  private,  that  as  it  was  in 
vain  to  hope  that  the  court  would 
ever  take  fuch  a  ftep,  it  muft  be 
done  by  themfelves,  and  if  perfons 
could  be  found  to  ilrike  the  blovv, 
he   would   himfelf  be   the  VxClim, 
Nothing  can    more   forcibly    Ihew 
theenthufiafm  withvvhich  they  were 
heated,   the  fraudulent  arts   which 


an  hcftage  with  them  in  their  flight,  they    employed  without    hefitation 

fhould  they  be  finally  driven  to  that  to  effeft  their  purpofe,    and  their 

extremity.     Some  of  them  even  faw  real  difbelief  of  the  d.  figns   which 

danger  in   their  own  fuccefs,  by  a  they  daily  attributed   to  the  royal 

repetition  of  popular  commotions  ;  party* 

*  Le  parti  de  la  cour  etait  tres-nombreux  ;  mnjs  il  etait  lache.  Le  parti  pa- 
triote  etait  plus  faible;  mais  il  ^tait  renipli  de  courage.  See  C'om^te-rendu,  &c. 
par  Jerome  Pelion,  page  21.  . 

t  A'a-lame  Rolamrs  Memoirs,  Eng.  tranf.  part  i,  p.  80,  and  p.  i44r>  the 
fpeech  of  Barbaroux  in  the  convention  on  tl^e  30th  of  Oaoher,^  i79z,_^and 
"  Avis  d'un  FeJere  aux  Pariilens,  figiie  Jacques  de  TOfne,  Fcdere  de  la  Lote- 
d'Or. 

J  Memoires  fur  la  Revolution  par  D.  J.  Garat,  page  65.  ^  . 

§  See  Hilloire  de  la  Conlpiratinn  du  loth  AoCit,  1791.  P^^  M'  •*'^-  CroiX, 
an  1   the  fpeech  of  Barbaroux  on  the  ^oth  of  Oilober. 

il  La  Carra's  Annales  Patriotiqucs,  solh  of  Noveinbcr. 

[^^]   4 
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In  this  fituation  of  the  contend- 
ing parties,  a  very  extraordinary 
letter*  was  fecretly  fcnt  to  the 
ki-^g  by  the  deputies  Vergniaud, 
Genicnne.  and  Gu.idct;  in  which 
h(i  was  told,  that  an  infurredllon 
llii!  more  dreadful  than  that  cf  the 
2c:h  of  June  was  planned,  and 
ready  to  break  ouc ;  that  his  dcpo- 
lition  would  be  the  mild,  ft  confe- 
quence  it  could  have,  and  that  the 
only  way  to  avoid  it,  was  to  recal 
the  three  popular  minifters  iri  t-icjhc 
days  at  furthell,  in  wtiich  cafe  they 
pleOi^ed  themfelves  that  it  fliould 
nc  take  place.  TJiis  imprudent  com- 
munication was  conveyed  through 
a  Daiiuer  named  Bofe,  who  was 
charged  to  deliver  it  to  Thierry, 
the  king's  valet  de  chambre.  Louis 
read  it,  replied  that  no  anfwer  could 
be  given  to  fuch  a  propofal,  and 
witii  a  generofity,  whih  no  princi- 
ple of  honour  made  ncceiTary,  or- 
dered Thic.vv  to  give  back  the  pa- 
per to  the  perfon  from  whom  he  had 
received  it. 

ThQ  plot  of  courfe  proceeded. 
The  ailembly,  on  receiving  an  in- 
flammatory petition,  probably  fub- 
orned  for  the  purpofe,  now  autho- 
rized the  fedions  to  hold  perma- 
nent fittings;  and  to  put  tiiofe  tur- 
bulent meetings  above  all  reftraint, 
they  declared  at  the  fam*  time, 
that  the  members  of  a  tribunal, 
which  had  lately  taken  cognisance 
of  fome  feditious  expreffions  ufed  in 
one  of  t'lie  fedions,  were  guilty  of 
a  criminal  attempt  againfl  the  fo- 
ver^^ignty  of  the  people.  Another 
petition  was  prefented,   requelling 


that  a  fcarch  might  be  made  ajt 
the  •  huilkries  for  arms,  as  thcrcwas 
faiu  to  be  a  fecret  arfenal  in  the 
palace.  The  objecl  of  propagating 
thi^  alarm  feems  to  have  been,  at 
once  to  ralfe  a  cry  agaiuft  the  court, 
and  to  learn  in  what  llate  of  delcnce 
the  palace  wns.  But  the  aflembly 
dec'inea  to  interfere,  becaufe  the 
law  in  that  refpe£t,  it  was  obferved, 
was  the  firne  for  the  king  as  for 
any, other  individual.  Louis,  how- 
ever, himfelf  defired  that  a  fearch 
might  be  made,  and  thiis  unwarily 
invited  the  attacks  of  his  enemies, 
by  difcovering  how  totally  unpre- 
pared he  was  for  r  fiftance.  The 
fame  day  the  affembly  voted,  that 
the  terrace  adjoining  to  the  place 
of  thirir  meeting,  called  the  terrage 
of  the  Fcuillansj  was  a  part  of  the 
precintTls  of  their  hall,  and  Ihould 
be  open  to  the  public.  But  as  the 
wall  happened  to  be  on  the  outlide 
of  the  terrace,  it  was  divided  from 
the  gardens  within  bv  the  new  fence 
of  a  tri-coIoLired  ribband. 

The  next  d-'^y  was  marked  by  the 
appearance  of  a  coafiderable  fer- 
mentation, which  threatened  to  pre- 
cipitate the  decifive  Itruggic,  at  the 
very  moment  when  the  leaders  of 
the  Girondifts  were  labouring  to 
retard  it.  When  the  debate  was  ex- 
pifted  to  be  opened  on  the  queftion 
cf  the  king's  depofition,  the  ex- 
traordinay  committee,  which,  on 
the  iugeeliion  of  Brifibt,  had  been 
lately  formed  from  among  his 
party,  propoled  by  their  reporter 
Guadet,  an  addrefs  to  the  throne. 
This  was  fupported  by  Briflbt,  who 


*  Ijcrtra'-.d's  Memoirs,  v  A.  ill.  p.  25.  It  was  afterwards  made  one  of  the  articles 
in  the  aft  of  accufarian  4g:iinll  the  mtm'iers  of  tlie  girondilt  party,  prefented  to 
the  conventioii  by  An^.ar,  on  the  3d  of  061:ober  1793,  in  the  name  cf  thecom- 
mitree  of  publi'.  lafety  ;  and  is  acknowledged  and  defended  by  .M 'dame  Roland, 
in  her  M-:n.-^i:s,  pai-i  a,  page  S8,  on  the  around,  that  the  fuccefs  of  her  party  was' 
at  that  time  by  no  means  certain. 

2  Ilrongly 
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^rongly  urged  the  neceflity  of  pro- 
irccding  with  the  utmo'.l  delibera- 
tion and  caution,  in  deciding  or 
even  debating  on  the  depofi'ion  of 
Louis  the  XVlth.  Any  thing  of  hafte 
in  their  meafures  he  thought  likelv 
to  give  much  advantage  to  the  rovp.I 
party,  and  ferious  difgufl:  to  the 
great  majority,  which  he  believed 
iftiM  attached  to  monarchy  as  a  form 
of  government  alFording  the  bcft 
fecurity  to  property.  He  even  ven- 
tured into  fome  ccnfure  of  thofe 
nien  of  eager  minds,  who  were  for 
jfufning  at  once  by  the  fliortell  way 
to  their  immediate  end,  without  re- 
gard to  future  cenfequences.  Such 
a  condutt,  in  his  judgment,  would 
jnake  their  own  ariiiies  defert  or 
difoand,  and  fend  aj;  leafl  one  half 
of  the  nation  to  join  the  armies  of 
the 


[SOS 

coloured  ribband,  poured  forth  from 
thence  the  moll  furious  invedives 
towaixls  the  palace.  When  they 
had  thus  heated  themfeives  and 
their  hearers,  unfortunately  M. 
D'Efpremcnil,  who  before  the  meet- 
ing of  the  Hates  general  had  been 
almoft  adored  as  a  martyr  of  li- 
berty, was  difcoi'ered  on  the  ter- 
race. He  was  reviled,  i!l-tr.^atcd, 
ftrippcd,  beaten,  mangled  with  the 
fabres  of  the  Federates,  and  at  lafl 
efcaped  with  difficulty  from  tlieir 
hands,  covered  from  head  to  foot 
with  blood  and  wounds.  In  the 
evening  M.  Champion,  the  new 
miniiler  of  the  home-department, 
ran  a  fimilar  danger  of  his  life.  As 
there  was  a  civic  entertainment 
given  to  the  Federates,  ia  the 
luburb  of  St.  Antoine,  h.*  thought 


combined  powers.    His  motion     it  his  duty  to  faiisfy  himfclf  in  per- 

fon,  of  the  fpirit  that  prevailed  in 
the  company ;  but  he    was    recog- 
niftd,  attacked,  and    compelled  to 
favc  himfclf  by   flight  in  a  neigh- 
bouring hpufe,  not   without  feveral 
ilrokes  fiom  the  fabres  of  the  Fe- 
derates.    Inflamed,  perhaps,  by  this 
event,  as  well  as  by   liquor,  they 
determined  to  aflault  the  palace  that 
very  night ;  with    which  intention 
they  adtualjy  fallied  forth    an   hour 
or  two  after    midnight,  and    took 
pod  on  the  ancient  fite  of  the  Baf- 
tile.    Another  column  was  eYp:;<Sled 
on  the  fame  fpot  from   the  fuburb 
of  St.   Marcel  ;  but  fuflicient  care 
had  not   been  taken  there  to  pre- 
pare the  minds  of  the  populace  for 
the   entcrprize.       A    co  operation 
was  alfo  deiired   from  the    national 
guards  of  X'^erfailles  ;  but  the  mu- 
nicipal ofucers  of  that  town.inflcad 
of  complying,  fent  to  the  mayor  of 
Paris,  informing  him  of  the  appli- 
cation,   and    declaring    that    they 
would  not  march  except  ia  accord 

with 


was,  that    the  extraonJinary  coti- 
mittee  fhould  be  diredled  to  report 
their  opinion,  what  were   the   afts 
which  would  lej^ally  induce   a  for- 
feiture of  the  throne,  and  whether 
the  king  had  committed  thofe  ads  : 
at  the  fame  time  he  wifiied  that  an 
addrcfs  to  th?  nation  fnculd  be  pub- 
Jiilied,  to  put  them  on   their  guard 
againtl  meafures  which  might  ruin 
liberty.     He' received  the   general 
applaufe  of  the  afi'embly,  as  all  par- 
ties there  hoped  to  gain  fomething 
by  keeping   the  qucltion   entire  in 
their  ov/n  hands,  but  the  auditors 
in    the   galleries,    and   particularly 
the  Federates,  exprefied  their  llrong 
diflatisfadtion,    as  they  wanted    to 
make   a   new    revolution   by  their 
own  force,  after  their  own  fafliion. 
Meanwhile  a  riotous  croud  was  ga- 
thered around  the  doors  of  the  hall, 
and  on  the  adjoining  terrace,  now 
opened  to  them,  where  the   ftreet- 
onitorb  and  other    agitators   of  the 
multitude,   advancins:    to    the  tri- 
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with   him.      Petion  learned  about  do  what    he  had  dor.e ;  others   di- 

the  fame  time,  that  the  coui't  had  reftly    accufed    him    of   treachery, 

intelligence  of  the  intended  attack.  The  recent  fpeeches  of  Briifot,  too, 

and  was    provided  for  defence,  he  confirmed    their    fufpicions.      The 

thought  the  plan  ill-concerted  and  Cordeliers,  and  all  the  Jacobins  of 

rifh,    efpecially,    as   the    principal  that  interefl,  g-ave  out  that  the  prin- 

Jbrce  on  which  his  fafcion  depend-  cipal  Girondifts  had  been  bought  by 


cd,  from  Marfeillcs,    was  not  yet 
arrived;  he  judged   it  beft,  there- 
fore, if  pofiible,  to  prevent  the  at- 
tempt.     He    went  accordingly    to 
thofe    who  were   already   on   their 
ground,  harang'ied  them,  and  per- 
fuaded  thein  to  defill:.     He  then  re- 
paired to  the  fuburb  of  St.  Marcel, 
where  the  alarm-beU  was   ringing, 
the  drum  beating  to  arms,  and  ihe 
battalions     formed    and     ready  to 
inarch  with  their  cannon.     There 
alfo  he  was  equally  fuccefsful.  The 
next  morning    he  publilhed  an  ad- 
dreft  to  the  citizens  of  Paris,  re- 
commending  trar.quilliry ;    he    or- 
dered  a  confiderable  force   of  na- 
tional guards  to  be  in  readinefs  for 
reprefling  any  tumult ;  and  reported 
to   the    alTembly  all    that   he    had 
«vone;    falfely  *  ttlling  them,  licw- 
ever,  tliat  the  purpofe  of  the  infur- 
gents  was  to  lurrouiid  the  hall,  and 
the  palace  of  the  Thuillerles,  but 
that  he  was  ignorant  of  their  ulte- 
rior intention  ;  though  he  pofitively 
knew  at  the  time,  that  they  meant 
to  fcize  the  kino;,  and  confine  him 
in  the  caftle  of  Vincennes. 

The  policy  of  the  mayor  in  this 
ccnduft  was  not  underilood.  Some 
imagined,  that  he  was  not  in  the 
fecret;  fon^e,  that  he  was  compel- 
led by  his  duty  as  a  magiftrate,  to 


the  court,  at  the  expence  of  fix  mil- 
lions ;  the  extraordinary  committee 
was  faid  to  be  playing  the  game  of 
the  committee  of  reviiion,  in  the 
former  afTembiy  ;  and  Criiibt,  who 
was  now  compared  to  Barnave,  in 
pafling  through  the  c  owd  that  fur- 
rounued  the  doors  of  the  afiembly^ 
heard  murmiurs  of  the  "  lam.p- 
poft." 

The    Gircndifts    now    tried    the 
effeft    of    another    application    to 
the    king,    through  M.    Malelher- 
bes,  oiFerlng  again  to  Hop  the  infur- 
reclion,  on   the  condition  that  Ro- 
land, Servan,  and   Claviere,  ihould 
be  reftored.     But   Louis 'anfwered, 
that  he  never  could  alter  the  deter- 
minaticn  which  he  had  b:fcre  fig- 
nified  refpeding  that  propofal.    rie 
feems,  however,    to    have    derived 
fome  I'.opes    from    their  fears.     He 
made  the  minilter  of  juilice  write  a 
public    letter    to   the    mayor,    con- 
taining a  very  explicit  approbation 
of  his    late    conduft;   and   he    c'i- 
reded,  that  Petion  f  fliould  be  in- 
vited    to    aflift    at     confultations, 
fometimes  vv^ith  the   minifters,  and 
foinetimes  with  tiic  diredory  of  the 
department,  on  the  ftate  of  the  ca- 
pital.   From  the  facility  with  which 
we    know   thr.t   the    king    forgave 
every  pcrfonal  iniult  and  injury,  it 


*  Compte-rendu  par  J.  Petion  "  u.  21.  and  Cblervations  de  Jerome  Petion  fur  la 
kttie  de  Maximilian  ,Roher;)ierre." 

■f-  Madame  Roland  telis  a  Itory  of  Petion's  be>n<7  introduced  alore  to  the  king's 
cloiet,  but  that  he  was  put  on  his  guard  by  the  ru''t]ing  of  i'dk  behinJ  the  hang- 
ings, which  he  believed  to  he  the  queen  concealed  there.  Petion  iiiriiftlf,  in  his 
"  Coniptc-vendii,"''  jjofuively  deciraes  that  he  conllantly  Vefufcd  to  liave  a»-y 
p'-ivute  interviews  vvlih  the  king. 
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IS  by  no  mc'ns  improbable,  that  be- 
lieving the  rvTiVor  and  all  of  his 
party  to  have  become  feriiib'e  of 
their  own  dangei',  and  therffore  to 
be  feriouriy  bent  on  a  change  of 
poI;cy,  he  was  dciirous  cf  conci- 
liating fuch  of  them  as  he  could 
without  degradation  of  himWf,  by 
giving  them  feme  ilinreof  his  confi- 
dence ;  but  the  f^ank  and  ope.!  air 
with  which  he  received  Petion, 
had  a  quite  contrary  effedl  on 
the  mind  of  the  latter;  who, 
confcious  he  had  done  nothing 
to  difcrve  fuch  a  reception,  and 
that  by  delaying  the  blow  he  only 
meant  to  make  the  dsllrucllon  of 
the  monarchy  more  fecure,  could 
fee  in  the  king's  gracious  behaviour 
nothing  but  hvp.icrifv  and  deceit. 

The  infurredion  which  had  been 
J  i  ^  ,  lixed  for  the  29th,  was 
J  y -^y  •  poftponed  inconfequence 
of  another  meeting  at  Charcnton, 
whether  to  give  time  for  the  nego- 
ciations  then  attempted  with  the 
court,  or  becaufe  the  whole  fcheme 
of  it  had  been  diicovered  and  di- 
vulged, or  ihat  the  great  force  from 
Marlci'lcs,  wliich  had  been  expedled 
fome  days  before,  had  not  yet  ap- 
peared. It  was  now  fettled  that  it 
ihould  take  place  on  the  9th  or  loth 
of  Augall,  a  determination  which 
was  fo :-)n  carried  to  M.  Bertrand, 
and  through  him  to  the  king. 

The  next  day  arrived  the  de- 
tachment from  iVJarfeillcs.  When 
they  were  ready  to  march  from  that 
city  *,  the  mayor  told  them  that 
they  were  going  to  Paris  to  combat 
the  tyrant :  "  his  head,"  added  he, 
"  will  be  your  victory,  his  head  will 
*' be  your  reward."  At  their  de- 
parture they  were  about  500  ftrong. 


but  on  their  way  they  collefted 
about  400  more  of  the  moll  defpe- 
rate  rnilians  in  the  feveral  places 
through  which  they  pafFed.  Im- 
mediately on  their  arrival  thev  Ci^- 
nalized  their  ferocious  difpofuions. 
The  fame  e/ening  they  fell  upoi« 
•  fome  of  the  national  guards  be- 
longing to  a  quTter  principally  in- 
h.ibited  by  bankers  and  rich  mer- 
chants, who  alarmed  for  their  own 
property  were  willing  to  defend 
the  throne,  as  the  bed  pledge  of  their 
ownfafety.  M.  Duhamel,  an  officer, 
was  murdered.  The  reft  only  faved 
th<?m("elve?  by  aflum.ip.g  a  private 
mark  o  fdi  flin£lion  which  was  worn  by 
their  affhffin?,  and  the  fecret  of  whicti 
was  communicated  to  them  by  San- 
terre  and  Merlin.  M.  Regnaod,  of 
St.  Jean  d'Angely,  and  M.  Moreau 
de  St.  Mery,  both  well  known  ia 
the  earlier  llagesof  the  revolution, 
were  among  the  fugitives  who  ef- 
caped  with  the  o;reit.°ft  difficulty. 

The  duke  of  Brunfwick's  mani- 
fello,  which  had  reached  Paris  on 
the  29;h,  for  fome  days  excited 
very  little  attention.  From  fome- 
thing  unufual  in  the  fignature,  the 
authenticity  of  the  paper  was  doubt- 
ed. The  king,  however,  .  , 
took  this  opportunity  of  &•  3  • 
making  a  new  declaration  of  his 
feelings  and  principles,  in  a  melTags 
to  the  a'.icmbly.  He  pointed  oat 
the  necefTity  of  union,  when  lb  for- 
midable a  force  was  combined againft 
France.  Calumny,  he  faid,  would 
hardly  believe  the  afflldion  of  his 
heart,  at  beholding  the  difienfio.^s 
that  divided,  and  the  calamities  that 
menaced  the  country;  but  they  who 
knew  what  value  he  let  o.-i  the  live.-* 
and  fortunes  of  the  people,  would 


*  See  Defenfc  dc  Louis  XVI.  par    Michel  Germain  Pichois,  fccond  partie, 
p^2e  z^> 

readilv 
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readilv  give  credit  to  all  his  dif- 
quietude  and  regiet.  He  calk-d  to 
mind  his  pacific  lentimeius,  and  the 
icluclance  with  which  he  catered 
imo  the  war  by  the  unanimous  ad- 
vice of  hii  council,  and  at  tlie  ge- 
5>cral  wi{h  of  the  nation,  repeatedly 
exprefled  bv  the  afl'embly.  In  the 
condud  of  it  he  had  done,  he  ob- 
lerved,  every  thing  that  depended 
upon  him  to  enfiire  fuccefs;  and  his 
rainifters  had  conllant  orders  from 
iiim  to  concert  every  operation  with 
the  committees  of  the  afl'embly,  and 
with  the  generals.  He  was  now 
teady  to  take  every  meafure  to  that 
end,  in  which  the  aflembly  would 
concur.  As  to  the  conftitution,  he 
declared  that  he  accepted  it,  becaufe 
he  faw  that  a  great  majority  of  the 
people  relied  their  happinefs  upon 
it,  and  their  happincfs  had  always 
hee^n  the  fole  occupation  of  his  lite. 
Fi-om  the  moment  of  that  accept- 
ance, he  afierted  that  lie  had  made 
it  a  law  to  himfelf  and  his  minilters, 
l>uE  he  lamented  the  pains  which 
were  taken  to  deprive  him  of  the 
Jove  of  thepeqpie;  and  that  he  faiJ 
ivas  the  deepeil  wound  of  all  to  his 
heart.  "  One  day,''  continued  he, 
*'  the  people  r.  ill  perhaps  know  how 
"  dear  to  nie  is  their  happinels,  how 
"  much  it  has  ever  been  my  only 
••  concern,  and  the  lirfl  objed  of  all 
*•  my  actions.  How  many  forrov.s 
"  would  be  in  one  moment  eflaced, 
"  hy  the  flighteft  indication  of  its  re- 
"  turn."  As  foonas  this  meilagehad 
been  read,  many  of  the  members  de- 
manded that  it  fhould  be  printed 
und  circulated,  but  on  fome  obier- 
vations  from  M.  La  Groix,  that  thev 
ought  not  to  apply  the  public  money 
to  frivolous  ufes;  and  an  inlolent 
attack  on  the  king's  veracity  by 
M.  Ducoz  andM.  ifnard,  the  latter 
cf  whom  was  fpiritedly  interrupted 
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by  the  nilnifter  of  the  home-depart- 
ment, M.  Champion,  the  aflembly 
negatived  the  motion,  Thismeflage 
was  immediately  fucceeded  by  a 
petition,  which  Petion  prefented 
at  the  bar,  for  the  depofitlon  of  the 
king.  This  queftion  had  princi- 
pally occupied  the  feclions  fince 
they  had  been  declared  permanent; 
and  after  the  way  had  been  felt  in 
difirrent  addrefles  from  the  Mar- 
lelleife,  the  Federates,  and  other  real 
or  ufurped  bodies  holding  fimilar 
fentiments,  the  refult  of  the  deli- 
berations of  the  capital,  if  fuch 
they  could  be  called,  was  now 
brought  forward  in  this  fliape  by 
the  mayor,  on  behalfof  the  common 
council  of  the  city.  The  ftyle  of 
the  petition  was  comparatively  de- 
cent and  temperate.  It  profefied 
grief  for  the  necefTity  of  the  mea- 
fure which  it  demanded;  it  pre- 
tended to  regret  that  the  conftitu- 
tion had  not  left  to  the  difcretica 
of  the  legiilature  the  milder  re- 
medy of  a  fufpenfion,  inltcad  of  a 
depofition  ;  and  it  fuggefted  the 
appointment  of  a  minillry  named 
by  tjie  afiembly,  w^ith  only  provi- 
fional  authority,  till  the  final  deci- 
fion  of  the  nation  could  be  regular- 
ly taken  on  the  whole  queftion. 
This  petition  was  quietly  referred 
to  the  extraordinary  committee, 
which  being  i'oon  after  prelfed  by 
M.  Grangeneuve  for  an  early  report, 
fome  of  the  members  declared  it 
was  impradicable  to  be  ready  be- 
fore the  9th  at  fooneft,  and  per- 
haps a  Hill  further  adjournment 
might  be  indifpenfable. 

The  interference  of  the  feflions 
on  fuch  a  point,  was  fo  clearly  an 
ufurpation  of  powers  which  the  law 
exprelsly  forbade  them  to  aflume, 
tri.it  the  diredory  of  the  depart- 
ment could  not  but  notice  it.    Tha.t 

body 
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Voiy  therefore  loft  no  time  in  p-o-  reaiy,  and  many  thinking  that  they 

mulgating    their    opinion,     plainly  Ihould  wait  to  fee  the  event  of  Pe- 

pointing  out  from  the  words  of  the  tion's  late  petition,  the  whole  plot 

conilitutional  code,  the  illegality  of  ended  for  that  time  in  the  removal 

the  whole  proceeding.     Indeed  the  of    the   Federates    from    their   old 

aflembly  itfelf  was  comp  "Ued  by  the  quarters  to  others  more  commodious 

force  of  trutli    (unlefs   the  tempo-  for  condcnfing  their  forces, and  keep- 

rifing  and  moderating  policy  of  the  ing  up  a  commanicition,  by  means 

Girondifts    had    fome    influence  on  of  the  bridges,  \^ith   the  more  re- 

tne  decifion)  to  reprehend   th*^  fee-  bcllious  feiliona  and  faburbs. 
tion   of  Mauconfeil,  which  firll  led         The  king's  fituation  was  now  fa 

the  way,  and  annul   the   refoludon  manifeftly  defperatc,  that  many  plaus 

which  had  been  there  paffed.     But  for   his   efcape  were   daily  ottered, 

the   Anarchifts,   Orleanifts,  and  all  and    fame   by   perfons   who  before 

the    Jacobins    of    the   lower  order,  had  (hewn  very  little  attachment  to 

could  hardly  be  retrained  even  by  Jiis  perfon  or  caufe.     Madame  Stael 

their  own   leaders.     The  diredlors  propofed  one  of  the  molt  romantic, 

of  the  infurredion,  as  they    Cilled  in    which  an    important  par:  was 

themfelves,   who  held   their  meet-  affigned    to    M.    Narbonne.       But 

ings    in    the    fabarbs  of    St.    An-  Louis    rejefted    all    thefe   projecfcs, 

toine,  made  another  attempt  at  an  He  even  withdrew  his  confent  froTn 

open  attack  on  the  palace,  where  ac  ^I.  Bertrand's   pla;i,   which  he  had 

tliat  time  was    no   more   than    the  before  approved,  and  of  which  the 

ordinary    guard    on    dury  *.       An  cantidential    agent,    difpatched    bv 

alarm   was   actually    given    in   the  himfelf,   had    jull   brought    hira   a 

night ;  and  the  minifters  awakc\>ed  very    favourable    report.      Ke   re- 

the   king   to  inform    him  of  their  folved  to  abide  the  threatened  Ihock 

fears.     "  What  do  they  want  with  in  liis  palace;  or  perhaps  the  cl.in- 

**  me  now,"  faid  he,  "  do  they  wilh  deiiine  overtures,  and  public  con- 


"  to  renew  the  2cth  of  June?  Let 
"  them  come,"  continued  he  xvith  a 
profound  melancholy,  "  let  them 
*'  come  :  1  have  long  been  pre- 
"  pared  for  any  thing ;  but  deiire 
♦'  the  officers  of  the  guard  not  to 
"  dillurb  the  queen."  Notice  of 
the  danger  apprehended  to  the  pa- 
lace was  immediately  fent  by  iomj 


dud  of  theGirondids,  induced  him 
to  hope  that  through  tliem  he  mi^^ht 
yet  be  able  to  avert  the  impending 
ftorni.  And  in  this  determination 
of  Itaying  at  all  events  in  Paris, 
whatever  were  the  motives  to  it, 
he  is  underllood  to  have  been  con- 
firmed by  the  queen.  Yet  he  took 
no  meafures  for  a  vigorous  defence 


municipal  officers    to  Petion  ;    but     in   cafe  of  an  a.^ault,  but  contented 
though  it  was  then  thr-^e  o'clock  in     hinilelf  with  iiluing  proclamation's. 


the  morning,  dtey  were  anfwercd 
that  he  was  not  at  home.  The 
palace,  however,  was  not  attacked, 
banterre,  and  iome  other  of  the 
principal    confpirators,    not     being 


which,  in  the  ferment  ofmen's  minds, 
were    wholly    unnecellkry    to    one 
party,    and  could  have  no  pcfTible 
eftedon  the  other. 
The  leading  members  on  both  fides 


*  Carra's  Annales  Paliotiques,  30th  of  Novera'j^r,  and   M.   St.  CroJx's  Hlf- 
toire  de  la  Conf^)iration  du  loth  Aout,  page  25. 

of 
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of  the  afTemWy  feempd  willing,  in- 
deed, to  try  their  refpcftive  llrength 
firft,  on  a  prelimir.ary  qucllion  ; — 
the  impeachment  of  M.  La  Fayette. 
A  report  had  formerly  been  mide 
in  his  favour,  relative  to  his  pro- 
.ceedings  on  the  events  of  the  20th 
of  Jun.:.  But  the  principal  Giron- 
difts  having  fubfequently  afTerted, 
that  M.  Luckncr  had  accuTed  La 
Fayette  of  having  endeavoured  to 
prevail  upon  him  to  march  his  ar- 
my againft  i'aris,  a  Icng  enquiry 
and  examination  of  JVL  Bureau  de 
Puzv>  the  general's  aid-de-camp, 
had  taken  place.  The  documents 
were  then  referred  to  a  committee 
of  fifteen, tfrcm  whom    M.  Dcbry 

.         „  ,       now   brouoht   forward 
Aug-,  8th.  .    (?  1 

>^  a  repcrt.  beveral  mem- 

bers moved,  that  he  fl^ould  not 
be  heard,  as  three  of  the  perfons, 
who  appeared  in  the  affair  as  ac- 
cufers,  had  voted  in  the  decif.on.  But 
this  objeftion  was  overruled  by  the 
afTernbly.  In  opening  his  report, 
M.  Debry  declared,  that  the  m.-ig- 
nitude  of  the  charge,  the  fiiuation 
occupied  by  the  accufed  perfon,  the 
danger  of  culpable  indulgerxe,  and 
the  nature  of  clrcun.ftauces,  all 
demanded  the  ftrideft  attention  to 
the  fubjeft,  and  fully  julliricd  tlie 
rigorous  meafure  which  he  had  to 
propofe.  He  then  read  the  docu- 
ments, on  which  the  conclufion  of 
the  committee  was  founded,  and 
ftrorgiy  afi'erting  their  weight  and 
authenticity,  and  the  confequent 
guilt  of  the  genera!,  affirmed  his 
letter  of  the  22d  of  June  to  M. 
Luckner,  to  be  of  itfelf  an  un- 
doubted crime.  He  then  launclied 
out  into  an  inveftive  againll  that 
part  of  it  in  which  M.  Ja  Fayette 
lamented  the  tyranny  cxercifcd  over 
the  national  aflembly  and  the  king, 
and  held  up  his  own  ferftiments  as 


the  expreffion  of  tlie  nation.  This, 
he  obferved,  was  precifeiy  the  lan- 
guage which  the  emigrants  held. 
They  too  pretended  to  deplore  the 
captivity  of  the  m.onarch,  and  the 
influence  of  the  factious;  but  in  his 
opinion  it  was  not  the  king's  want 
of  liberty,  but  his  exercife  of  it,  that 
the  nation  had  caufe  to  lament. 
The  crimes  of  M.  ;a  Fayette  he 
Hated  to  be  a  violation  of  the  confti- 
tution,  in  fuffering  an  armed  force  to 
deliberate,  in  holding  up  a  haughty 
minority  as  the  body  of  the  nation, 
and  endeavou:in<T  to  foment  a  civil 
war ;  to  thefe  he  indireftly  added 
another,  the  refafal  to  give  liberty 
to  the  unhappy  Belgians,  as  he 
ftyled  them.  This  lall  indeed,  he 
thought,  called  for  fevere  juftice, 
and  it  was  highly  necelTarv  thac  M. 
la  Fayette  Ihould  exculpate  himfelf 
from  it,  if  poflible.  In  conclufion 
he  propofed,  in  the  name^cf  the 
committee,  a  decree  pronouncing 
that  there  was  fuincient  ground  of 
accufacion.  As  foon  as  he  had  done 
fpeaking,  M.  Pafloret  rofe,  and  ob- 
fervefJ,  that  he  was  defired  by  fe- 
veral  members  of  the  committee  to 
flate  to  the  afiembly,  without  any 
ccmment,  that  only  eight  members 
out  of  fifteen  had  voted  for  the  de- 
cree then  urged.  The  vindication 
of  M.  la  Fayette  (and  under  the 
prefcnt  circumllanccs  the  tafk  was 
an  arduous  one)  was  undertaken  by 
M.  Vaiiblanc.  In  a  long,  detailed, 
and  animated,  but  temperate  fpeech, 
he  went  over  the  whole  of  the 
charges  brought  againll  that  ge- 
nera], pointing  out  the  improba- 
bility and  inconfiuency  of  the  evi- 
dence adduced,  and  the  defigns  at- 
tributed to  him  by  his  enemies.  In 
the  courfe  of  his  fpeech  he  inci- 
dentally, but  pointedly,  noticed  the 
unconiVitutional  formation  and  be- 
haviour 
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in  a  cafe  of  this  importarce,  for 
every  member  pubiiciy  ar.d  dif- 
tinftly  to  make  known  his  opinion ; 
but  in  reality  the  purpofe  was,  to 
mark  out  more  clearly  for  popular 
violence,  thofe  members  who  fup- 
ported  the  obnoxious  general.  The 
prefident  endeavoured  to  break  up 
the  fitting,  but  his  voice  was  drown- 
ed by  clamours ;  and  after  much 
oppofuion  and  tumult,  the  rominal 
appeal  was  carried,  when  the  de- 
cree of  impeachment  was  rejeift- 
ed  by  a  majority  of  406  again  ft 
224. 

During  the  whole  of  this  debate 
the  galleries  prcferved  a  guarded 
and  Allien  filence.  But  when  the 
aiTembly  broke  up,iheyfetnobounds 
to  their  fury.  Thcfe  members  of 
the  majority  to  whom  they  had  the 
moft  inveterate  hatred,  were  pur- 
fued  along  the  ftrcets  v/ith  hifl'es, 
cries,  and  the  moii:  ''pprol^ious  ex- 
preflions ;  pelted  with  ftcnes  and 
dirt ;  ftruck  at  with  bludgeons  and 
fabres ;  and  threatened  with  imme- 
diate death.  They  were  at  \a.u, 
though  with  great  difticultv,  ref- 
cued  by  fome  national  guards,  but 
not  before  feveral  of  them  had  been 
fe verily  hurt.  The  fame  fcene  was 
aded  over  again  in  the  evening,  on 
the  terrace  of  the  Feuillans,  in  ipite 
of  the  efforts  of  the  national  guards, 
whofe  commander  w^as  attacked,  and 
wounded  with  fabres.  In  the  fit- 
ting of  the  Jacobins  that  night, 
the  moft  furious  declamations  wtire 
made  againft  the  majority  of  the 
aflembly,  the  central  committees, 
and  the  juftices  of  peace;  and  the 
zeal  which  had  been  difplayed  ia 
tearing  down  the  king's  proclama- 
tions, and  attacking  the  Loy?. lifts  and 
Feuillans  of  the  allembly,  received 
the  higheft  aoplaufe.  But  the  prin- 
cipal meafure  propofed,  and  which 
was  unanimoully  adopted,  was,  the 
publilhing 


}ftviour  of  the  clubs,  the  inficrnin- 
cance  of  thofe  who,  whi'e  idling  in 
Paris,  criticized  the  plans  and  move- 
ments of  the  generals,  and  the  fcan- 
dalous  petitions  of  ramie  declaim- 
ers,  which  every  day  r;ceived  the 
fanftion  of  the  aft'embly      With  the 
eonduft  of  thofe  who  empoyed  them- 
felves     .n    haranguing     jnfK^ad    of 
fighting,  and  in  an  imperious  tone 
demanded  of  the  legiflacive  body  to 
anfwer  them   yes  or  no  ;  he  con- 
trafted  tha:  of  the  brave  citizens, 
who  had  harried  to  the  armies  at 
the  call  of  their  country;   and  he 
held  up  tiie  example   of  the  latter, 
as  well  Vv'orthy  the  imitation  of  the 
Federates.     He  concluded  by  quot- 
ing an  eulogy  of  Condorcet  on  M. 
la   Fayette,  and  by  demanding  that 
he  ftiould  be  honoLirubly  acr/jitted. 
As  foon  as   he   had   ended,  B  iffot, 
in  a  long  and  declamatory  fpeech, 
retraced  the  common  ground  of  in- 
ve£live  againft  M.  la  Fayette;  and 
affecling  to  confider  what  had  been 
juft  fpoken  in  his  defence,  as  merely 
a  repetition  of  what  M.  DumoLird 
had  faid  on  the  2 1  ft  of  July,  though 
clothed  in  more  pompous  language, 
he  gave  to  the  greater  part  of  his 
harangue  an  appearance  of  anfwer- 
ing  that  member.     Particular  ftrefs 
was  laid  by  him  on  M.  la  Fayette's 
neglefting,  with  his  fuperior  army, 
to  take  advantage  of  the  weak  ftate 
of  the  Auftrian  force,  for  the  purpofe 
of  liberating  the  Belgians;  and  he 
even  hinted  his  belief  that  the  ge- 
neral  aiHed   in   concert   with    the 
Auftrian  cabinet.     M  Baignoux  at- 
tempted to  anfwer  him,  but  was  not 
fuffered   to  be  heard.     The  prefi- 
dent put  the  queftion  of  impeach- 
ment, which  was  negatived.     The 
girondifts  and  jacobin  parties  loudly 
exclaimed  againft  this  decifion,  and 
called   for  the  nominal  appeal,  on 
the  pretence  that  it  was  neceflary. 
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publifning  and  porting  up  a  lift  of 
thofe  members, who  on  the  latequef- 
tion  had  ^vtrted  in  favour  of  La 
Fayette,  and  who  were  to  be  de- 
nounced to  the  people  as  traitors, 
letained  in  pay  by  the  court. 

Though  the  fentiments  of  the  real 
majority  of  the  aflembly,  when  rouf- 
cd  to  declare  them,  were  now  ap- 
parent, the  Anarchifts  and  Orle- 
anifts  as  ufual,  only  prefied  for- 
ward with  increafed  alacrity  and 
ardour ;  notwithftanding  the  Gi- 
rondifts  purfued  their  new  policy 
of  procralVmation  with  regard  to  the 
king.  In  conformity  with  this  fyf- 
tem  M.  Condorcet,  on  the  9th,  made 
only  a  fhovt  report  on  the  petition 
lately  prefented  by  the  mayor,  and 
recommended  no  other  meafure  than 
an  addrefs  to  the  people,  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  inftrufting  and  enlightening 
them  on  the  exercife  of  their  fove- 
A  ,   reignty.  But  M.Lamarque, 

6*9  in  a  moft  virulent  fpeech 
againfl;  the  king,  whom  he  charged 
with  having  viliHed  the  affembly, 
and  betrayed  the  country  in  every 
way,  demanded,  that  the  extraor- 
dinary committee  Ihould  be  ordered 
to  report  on  the  propofitions  which 
he  then  prefented,  and  which  he  re- 
garded as  indifpcnfably  ncceflary 
for  the  fafety  of  the  nation.  They 
were,  that  the  fittings  of  the  aflem- 
bly Ihould  be  permanent,  till  the 
great  quelHon  of  the  king's  depofl- 
tion  was  decided,  that  all  the  citi- 
zens (the  Federates  excepted)  who 
had  not  refided  in  Paris  for  one 
year,  fhould  produce  before  the  pro- 
per olhcers  of  police  their  certifi- 
cates of  civifm,  or,  if  they  had  none, 
fhould  be  fent  to  the  place  of  their 
form  T  refidence  ;  and  ail  who  re- 
fufed  to  conform  to  this  lafc  article, 
fhould  be  arretted  on  fufpicion  of 
treafon  and  detained   till  the  end 


of  the  war  ;  that  the  municipalities 
fliould  be  authorized  to  liipprefs  al! 
journals  guilty  of  preaching  inci'vijh':. 
that  four  perfons  ihould  be  named  by 
the  alfembly  to  extract  from  its  re- 
cords, all  the  reqnifuions  made  to  the 
executive  power  fince  the  commence- 
ment of  the  war,  with  the  anfwerS 
of  the  minifters  and  their  promifes ; 
and  laftlyj  that  commiiTioners  fhould 
be  difpatched  to  the  armies  of  the 
Rhine  and  North,  for  thepurpofe  of 
giving  to  the  legi dative  body  an 
account  of  their  pofition.  This  plan 
was,  according  to  his  demand,  fent 
to  the  extraordinary  committee.  In 
the  article  agalnft  the  journals,  it 
was  in  vain  endeavoured  by  feveral 
members  to  include  thofe,  which 
were  nutorioufly  employed  in  ex- 
citing the  people  to  zda  of  violence 
and  infirrreclion. 

Another  decree,  in  the  fame  fpirit, 
was  then  pafTed  to  prevent  the  return 
of  emigrants  to  Paris,  and  to  enforce 
more  rigoroufly  the  laws  then  in  ex- 
iftence  againft  them.  The  moll  cla- 
morous applaufe  was  bellowed  on 
thefe  miealures.  On  the  other  hand, 
acldreffes  tfom  two  of  the  fedions  of 
Paris,  difavowing  the  late  petition 
again'l  the  king,  and  fwearirg  fide- 
lity to  the  coaflitution,  were  hooted 
by  the  gaheries,  and  refufed  ho- 
nourable mcntlcn  by  the  afiembly. 
The  reading  of  another  of  the  fame 
tenor  from  the  department  of  the 
Lower  Seine,  was  broken  off  in  the 
middle  by  the  clamours  and  motions 
againil:  it,  and  iVl.  Eazirc  angrily  ex- 
claimed, that  he  had  depofited  oii 
the  bureau  more  than  twenty  from 
his  department,  all  of  which  called 
for  the  depofition  of  the  king.  But 
the  buflncis  which  principally  oc- 
cupied the  attention  of  the  aflembly, 
was  the  complaints  of  the  in  ulted 
members,  who  by  feveral  letters, 
written 
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written  in  a  manly  and  indignant 
ftyle,  expofed  the  treatment  they  had 
fiiftered,  for  having  aded  conforma- 
bly to  their  confciences  and  the  ccn- 
ftitution,  avowed  their  intention  of 
flill  purfuing  the  fame  line  of  con- 
duft,  and  infilled  upon  an  affurance 
of  their  invio]al)iIity,  and  the  pu- 
niOmieut  of  the  offenders.  Some, 
ftill  more  irritated,  threatened  to 
defift  from  their  attendarrce,  and 
appeal  to  their  conltituents.  Their 
complaints  and  demands  were  con- 
firmed and  lupported  by  feveral 
members.  At  the  fame  time  a  letter 
was  read  from  the  minillcr  of  juf- 
tice,  which  informed  the  affembly 
that  the  laws  were  \\  ithoiit  power, 
and  that  if  it  did  not  furniPa  the 
moft  prompt  affillance  to  reprefs  and 
punilh  thole  who  violated  them,  no 
further  refponfibility  would  be  in- 
curred by  the  minifhcrs  or  the  king. 
The  agitation  increafed,  and  many 
exclaimed  that  they  ought  no  longer 
to  fit  in  a  place  where  their  deli- 
berations were  not  free. 

A  declaration, figned  by  one  of  the 
deputies,  denouncing  the  proceed 
jngs  irt  the  lall  fitting  of  the  jaco- 
bins, was  next  read,  and  rec-ired 
with  every  mark  of  difapprobation 
by  the  galleries,  and  a  part  of  the 
aifembly ; '  aiid  M.  Kc-rfaint  ex- 
prefTed  his  furprife,  that  when  fuch 
highly  Importanrobjcdls  claimed  the 
confideration  of  the  IcgiHative  body, 
it  lliould  occupy  itfelf  in  liilening 
to  contemptible  informations ;  he 
fiiiilhed,  however,  by  moving,  that 
the  committee  of  Iet,iflatidn  iliould 
prefent  the  projeO'T;  ofalawtore- 
prefs  thofe  v.ho  dillurbcd  the  tran- 
quillity of  their  fittings.  A  long, 
violent,  and  highly  perfonal  debate 
followed,  in  which  M.  Vauhlanc 
having  moved,  that  the  law-olhccr 
vf  the  department  (hould  be  called 
\0L,XXXIV. 


to  the  bar,  and  charged  on  his  re- 
fponfibility to  take  the  moft  vigorous 
meafures  for  enfuring  the  fafetv  of 
Paris,  and  the  freedom   of  the  af- 
fembly, and  that  the  Federates  ilioukl 
be   ordered  to   depart  for  Soiffons, 
M.  Ifnard  took  the  opportunity  of 
making  a  moft  inflammatory  fpeech, 
wliich   attributed  all  the    diforders 
and  tumults   complained  of  to  the 
ariftocracy,  and  the   inltruments  of 
the  exiled  princes^,  and  called  down 
the  moft  fevere  vengeance  on  M.  La 
Fayette,  the  dcpartmcntof  l-ans,  and 
the  court.     H-  fupported,  however, 
the  motion,  and  M.  Guadet,  in  addi- 
tion, propofed  that  it  ihould  be  de- 
manded of  the  mayor,  whether .."  had 
means  fufficient  to  eni'ure  the  faf  .ty 
of  the  capital ;  and  of  the  king,  u-he- 
ther  he  could  maintain  that  or  the  em- 
pire; though,  with  rtfpeil;  to  the  'al- 
ter, he  knew  that  the  minifter  of  uif- 
tice  had  juft  before  invoked  the      iit- 
ance  of  the  affembly.  i\- .  Rhce  ierer, 
in  purfuance  of  their  orders,  (Oon  ap- 
peared at  the  bar,  and  gave  an  ac- 
count  of  the  fteps  which  iiad  been 
taken  to  put  the  legiflative  body  in 
a   ftate  of  fecurity.     He  fta  °d  like- 
wife,  as  amattcr  of  public  notoriety, 
the  intention  of  beating  to  arms,  and 
ringing  the  alarm-bell  at  midnight, 
to   fummon  the  people  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  marching  to  the  Thuilleries, 
and    effecting   the  depofition  of  the 
king,   in  ca<e   it  fliould  not  be  de- 
creed   'H    the    fitting   cf  t/iat  day. 
The  minifter  of  the  home-depart- 
ment too  had  written,  he  faid.  to  in- 
form  him,  tiiat  the  preceding  right 
QCo  men  had  entered  armed  into  the 
capital,  and   been  quartered  by  the 
municipality.  'J  hea^Tembly,  he  cop - 
clucod    by   faying,   might  rely  on 
the  zf  al   and  fidelity   of  the  public 
acminiftratcrs.      He    was   followed 
Ihortly  after  by  M.  Petion,  wlio  re-' 
[A  v]  pcalcd 
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peated  the  affurance  of  vigilance  on 
the  part  of  the  magiftrates,  talked  of 
the  great  fuccefs  always  refulting 
from  means  of  perfuafion  and  confi- 
dence, though  he  *  well  knew  that  it 
was  impoflible  any  longer  to  re- 
ft rain  the  eagernefs  of  the  confpi- 
rators  for  action;  and,  indiredlly 
cenfuring  the  behaviour  of  the  de- 
partment, which  he  faid  was  itfelf 
embarrafled,  he  affirmed  that  no 
good  meafure  had  ever  been  pointed 
out  to  the  municipality,  which  had 
not  been  immediately  adopted.  Af- 
ter thefe  reports  were  fini&ed,  the 
'all'embly  adjourned. 

In  the  mean  tim.e,  the  adive  pre- 
parations of  the  Jacobins  were  well 
known  at  the  Thuilleries.  The 
moft  complete  and  minute  intelli- 
gence had  been  received  from  differ- 
ent perfons.  The  names,  the  occu- 
pations, and  even  the  dwellings  cf 
the  confpirators,  were  ftated  with  the 
greateil  exaclnefs.  In- this  fright- 
ful catalogue  were  to  be  found  the 
very  fame  perfons,  both  men  and 
women,  who  had  fo  infamoufly  dif- 
tinguilhcd  thernfelves  on  the  5  th  and 
(jth  of  Odober  1789,  and  who;Ti 
the  indemnity  granted  by  the  hrft 
afTembly  alone  protecled  from  juf- 
tice.  In  this  jlate  of  things, 
the  adoption  at  leaft  of  defenfive 
jneafures  became  n°ceflary  at  the 
palace.  A  body  of  2,400  national 
guards  arrived  during  the  night 
of  the  9th,  with  eleven  cannon, 
and  were  ftationed  with  a  detach- 
ment of  9 1 2  gendarmerie,  partly  on 
fr.Dt  and  partly  on  horfeback,  at  dif- 
ferent polls  of  defence.  I'wo  muni- 
cipal officers  continued  in  the  palace 
the  whole  night.  Atahout  eleven  Pe- 
tion  arrived,  and  infpefted  with  M. 
Rcederer  the  feveral  difpofuions  of 
the  troops.  After  having  continued 
there  more  than  two  hours,  he  pro- 


ceeded to  the  aHembly,  where  he 
was  ordered  to  appear  and  give  aa 
account  of  the  fituation  of  Paris. 
There  he  Hated,  that  although  the 
people  were  evidently  diffatisfied 
and  enraged,  he  neverthelefs  be- 
lieved that  no  immediate  danger 
was  to  be  apprehended.  He  was  not, 
however,  iuffered  to  return  to  the 
Thuilleries ;  but  as  a  report  was  cir- 
culated, that  the  royal  party  wifhed. 
to  detain  him  there  by  way  of  an 
hoilage,  his  friends  (as  they  had 
long  before  f  informed  him,  it  was 
theif  intention  to  do)  configned 
him  to  what  they  termed  the  care 
of  the  people,  and  ordered  him 
to  be  ilriftiy  guarded  at  his  own 
houfe  until  the  tumult  fhould  fub- 
fide. 

Before  Petlon  left  the  palace,  M. 
Mandat,  the  commandant  of  the 
national  guard,  had  foimd  means 
to  obtain  trom  him  a  written  order, 
agreeable  to  the  direftions  of  the  de- 
partment, to  repel  force  by  force  in 
cafe  of  an  atlual  attack.  The  firll 
Hep  of  the  infurgents  was  to  get 
poUefiion  of  this  order,  and  at  the 
fame  time  fecure  the  perfon  of  the 
commandant. 

About  midnight,  a  number  of  men 
had  forced  their  way  into  the  hail 
of  the  council-general  of  the  com- 
mune ;  and  there  formed,  without  a 
lliadow  of  itgal  authority,  a  new 
m.unicipality,  retaining  of  the  old 
members  only  Pction,  Manuel,  and 
Danton,  and  alluming,  as  fecretary, 
a  M.Tfiilien,  a  young  man,  who  had 
formerly  been  employed  by  one  of 
the  Lameths  as  a»private  fecretary 
ot  an  inferior  rank,  and  was  now  the 
editor  of  an  inflammatory  newfpa- 
per.  The  e\iltence  of  this  felf-ccn- 
llitutcd  municipality,  was  not  known 
at  the  Thuilleries,  when  an  order  was 
difpatciied  to  M.  Mandat,  requiring 
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his  immeaiate  attendance  at  the  hall 
of  the  council-eeneral  of  the  com- 
mune.     Manda^t  at  firft  refufcd  to 
obey,  but,  receiving  a  fecond  order, 
was  at  Icnrth  pcrfuaded  to  comply 
with  the  fummons.     Ou  his  arrival 
at  the  hrdl,  nttenc'ed  by  a  fingk  aid- 
de-camp,  he  was  immediately  inter- 
rogat-ed  refpedting  the  orders  which 
he  had  given  to  the  national  guards, 
and  accufcd  of  intending  to  deftroy, 
what  was  denominated  the  mnoccnt 
and  patriotic  column  of  the  p-ople. 
Aaoniflied  at  what  he  faw  and  heard, 
he  remained  filent.     The  prefuient 
of  the  new  municipality  then  ordered 
him  to  the  abbey;  an'l  at  the  fame 
time,  by  an  cxpreffive  gcRure,  gave 
the  fignal  for   his  aifaffination.     It 
was  obeyed,  and  his  lifelefs  bcdv 
thrown  into  the  Seine,  but  not  until 
his  murderers  had  fecured  the  writ- 
ten   order  of    Petion,   which   was 
found  in  his  pockets. 

Durinc:  great  part  of  the  night  the 
alarm-bdl  founded,  and  the  drum 
wasbcaten,toa{rembletheinfurgents 

in  arms.  Before  morning  the  arfe- 
ral  was  forced  and  pillaged,  _  and 
about  2,6co  mufkets  thus  obtained, 
without  the  h.>ail  oppofition  on  the 
part  of  the  national  guard  ftationed 
in  that  quarter. 

The  bufy  found  of  hoftde  prepa- 
ration was  heard  at  the  Ihuillenes, 

and  kept  the  royal  family  m  per- 
petual alarm.  So  great  was  the  ap- 
preheniion  of  danger,  that  the  mim. 
fter  of  juiVice  went  to  the  aaembly 
(which  late  the  whole  night)  and 
requeued  that  a  deputation  might 
be^immediatelyfent  to  the  palace 

But  none  was  appointed.  At  h.lt  it 
was  refolved,  that  the  affembly  was 
not  fufficiently  full  to  fpare  any  o 
the  member.;  afterwards,  that  it 
was  in  the  king's  power  to  come, 
whenever  he  pleafed,  to  the  repre- 
fenwtivcs  of  the  people. 


F    EUROPE.       [Sn 

In  a  momentary  interval  of  tran- 


j  n  a  im^-ii'ciiiai  _r  iA,««.. —  -- 
quiliity,  Louis  retired  with  his  con- 
fe{ihr,  to  prepare  himfelf  by  the  ex- 
ercife  of  religious  duties  for  a  pro- 
per, refignation   to  his   fate.     The 
unhappy  queen,  replete  with  fcnh- 
bility,  but  refolute  and  dignified  m 
hercondua,  paffed  the  principal  part 
of  the  night  in   alternately  vifitmg 
her  children  and  the  council-cham- 
ber,  where  the  minitlers  were  affem- 
bled  at  this  important  crifis.     At 
about  half  after  five,  it  was  thought 
expedient  that  the  king  fhould  vifit 
the    difr-rent   ports,    where   troops 
were  rtationed,  and  encourage  them 
by  his  prefence.    A  review  accord- 
inely  took  place  ;  fome  battalions  of 
the  national  guards,  and  the  Swifs 
in  general,  exhibited  difpofitions  the 
moft  loyal ;  but  cries  ot  a  very  djf- 
ferent  tendency  were  mingled  wuh 
their  fnouts.    Three  battalions  hke- 
wile,   partly    armed  with   muftets, 
and  partly  with  pikes,  found  means 
to  get  admittance  into  the  courts  oi 
the^  Thuilleries,  and  during  great 
part     of    the     review     mceilantly 
ihouted,    "  Petion  for  ever,  dovyn 
"with   the   veto,    down   witli   the 
«  traitor."    On   the    whole,  there 
appeared   but  little  probabiluy  of 
oppofmg  any  effeaual  refiftance  to 
the  attack  of  the  infurgents,  which 
was  now  hourly  expefted. 

Notwithftanding      fuch     difcou- 
rojr-'ng  appeaiances,with  a  fpirit  and 
zeal  fcarcely   to   be   equalled,   the 
nobility  and   gentry,  who  bad  hur. 
ried  to  the  palace  on  this  eventiul 
night,  refolved,  as  a  lair  refource  to 
unite  vhemfclves  with  the  royal  do- 
meftics  into  a  corps  for  the  protec- 
tion of  the  interior,   and  to  make 
a  rampart  of  their  bodies   around 
their  beloved  fovereign.  The  com- 
mand  of  this  faithful  band  was  cor- 
fidcd  by  the  king  to  the  maTihai  ^e 
MaiUv,  the  Duke  de  Cha-.elet,  the 
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counts  de  Puyfegur,  and  d'Hervilly, 
tlie  baron  de  Viomenil,  the  marquis 
du  Pujet,  and  other  ;.i'iicers  of  tried 
fidt  !ity.  About  twenty  grenadiers  of 
the  national  guard  ioined  them,  and 
were  admitted  into  the  rank 5  On  the 
, whole,  b^.vvccn  four  and  five  hun- 
dred of  the  naticnai  guard  remained 
faithful  to  'heir  duly. 

As  the  danger  increafed,  while 
the  minillers  were  undtcidrd  what 
meaiure  to  ad\ife,  M.  Rcsdercr,  at 
the  head  of  the  direftorv  of  the  de- 
partment,entereJ  the  council-cham-. 
ber  at  about  half  aft?r  eight,  and 
ftrongly  advifcd  th°  ki;.g  to  fly  for 
protedion  to  the  affembly.  He  af- 
ferted,  that  all  hope  of  refiftance 
would  prove  to  the  lall  degre*^  ab- 
furd ;  for  that  t!ie  naticnai  guards 
in  general  could  not  be  relied  upon, 
as  the  majority  of  them  were  not 
only  corrupt  themfelves,  but  en- 
deavoured to  feduce  the  faithful  few 
from  their  duty.  Raderer's  pro- 
pofal  was  at  firll  flrenuoufiv  oppofed 
by  the  queen,  who  privately  ex- 
claimed to  fome  of  her  attend-^nts, 
that  ihe  would  fuffer  herfelF  to  be 
nailed  to  the  walls  of  the  palice, 
rather  than  quit  it  in  the  manner 
propofed.  At  length,  however,  her 
refoluiion  forfook  her,  when  it  was 
remarked,  that  ly  remaining  there 
fhe  would  render  hrrfelf  refponfible 
for  the  murder  of  the  king  and  her 
children,  as  well  as  of  all  thofe 
who  had  fo  honourably  aimed  in 
her  defence. 

The  royal  family  now  prepared 
for  their  departure ;  but  it  was 
judged  expedient,  that  the  newly 
formed  corps  of  their  friend")  ihould 
not  r.ccompany  them.  The  ap- 
pearance of  fo  many  gentlemen,  or, 
according  to  the  vulgar  phraie,  ari- 
■ftocrats  in  arms,  it  was  thought, 
might  excite  the  populace  to  aiTts 
of  immediate  violence. 


Only  accompanied  therefore  b*^ 
the  minillers,  tv\o  municipal  officers, 
the  dir  edlory  of  the  department,  and 
fix  or  feven  attendants,  and  guard- 
ed by  two  fniall  columns,  compofed 
of  Swifs,  and  fome  grenadiers  of  the 
natiunal  gua.d,  the  royal  party  pro- 
ceeded from  the  Thuilleries  to  the 
national  aflemblv.  On  their  arri- 
val at  the  rteps  leading  to  the  ter- 
race of  the  Feuillans,  by  which  it 
vv-as  neceliary  for  them  to  paG  in 
their  way  to  the  affembly,  the  crowds 
on  the  terrace  pre/Ted  forwards,  and 
detained  them  in  this  obilrufled  paf- 
fage  for  more  than  a  quarter  of  an 
hour,  overwhelming  them  the  whole 
time  with  infults,  and  fhouting, 
"  death  !  death  !  —  we  will  have 
*' no  more  tyrants!"  The  direc- 
tory at  length  fucceeded  in  making 
way  for  them. 

Arrived  at  the  aflembly,  the  king 
direfted  his  fteps  to  the  feats  ap- 
propriated to  the  minifters,  obferv- 
ing,  that  he  c.ime  there  to  prevent 
a  great  crime  which  might  other- 
wile  be  committed^  perfectly  allured 
that  he  cnuld  be  no  where  fafer 
than  in  that  place  ''  Sire,"  replied 
Vergniaud,  who  officiating  by  turns 
v.ith  Guadet  and  Gtnfonue  as  vice- 
prefident,  happened  at  that  time  to 
be  in  the  chair,  "  you  may  depend 
on  our  fortitude.  We  have  Ivvorn 
to  die  in  defence  of  the  people's 
rights,  and  of  the  conltitutcd  autho- 
rities." 

Louis  then  feated  himfelf  at  the 
fide  cf  the  prefidcnt;  but  on  the 
fuggellion  of  certain  deputies,  that 
the  cor.llitution  forbad  ai!  debate  in 
the  king's  prefence,  he  was  requeu- 
ed to  retire  with  the  royal  family 
to  a  box  behind  the  preUdent's  chair, 
which  had  been  ufed  by  the  editors 
of  a  news-paper  called  the  Logo- 
graphe.  In  this  con£;ied  htaatioa, 
in  a  fmall  white-'wafned  room, 
jlrongiy 


HISTORY    OF    EUROPE. 


[517 


ftrongly  reflefting  the  rays  of  the 
fun,  about  ten  feet  fquare  and  fix 
high,  the  unhappy  monarch  and  his 
family  palled  fourteen  hours,  on  a 
burning  day  in  the  month  of  Au- 
guft,  partaking  of  little  or  no  re- 
frefhment;  but  their  minds  muft 
have  been  too  much  agitated  to  re- 
gard thcfe  perfonai  inconveniences. 
At  different  periods  during  the 
night,  feveral  individuals,  artiount- 
mg  in  all  to  two-and-twenty,  were 
arreded  by  theinfurgents,  and  con- 
fined in  the  guard- houie  of  the 
fefticn.  Among  them  v.as  a  M. 
Suleau,  a  national  guard,  who 
had  been  feized  on  his  way  to  the 
palace,  when  bearing  an  order 
from  tv/o  municipal  officers  to  M. 
Rcedcrer  ;  and  an  abbe  of  the  name 
of  Bouyon,  who  had  dilHnguirhed 
himfelf  as  a  dramatic  author.  Eieven 
of  the  number  found  means  to 
efcape  from  their  place  of  confine- 
ment, by  Jeaping  from  a  window 
into  an  adjoining  garden.  Between 
eight  and  nine  in  the  morning  the 
populace,  who  were  now  become 
exceedingly  clamorous,  were  ex- 
horted to  the  malTacre  of  the  re- 
maining prilbners,  by  the  well- 
known  Theroigne  de  Mericourt. 
Headed  by  this  abandoned  woman, 
a  deputation  of  the  infurgents  im- 
mediately proceeded  to  the  commit- 
tee of  the  fedlion,  and  demanded 
the  unhappy  vi(ftims.  The  prefi- 
dcnt,  although  an  exprefs  decree 
bad  been  pafled  by  the  afTembly  for 
their  proteftion,  and  the  committee 
was  furrounded  by  a  guard  of  two 
hundred  men,  ordered  them  with- 
out hefitation  to  be  delivered  to  the 
people.  The  ahbe  Bouyon  was  firft 
feized,  dragged  into  the  court*  and 
cut  in  pieces  with  fabres.  He 
was  followed  by  a  M.  Solminiac, 
formerly  one  of   the  king's  body 


guard,  whofe  vigorous  refillance 
only  rendered  his  death  more  cruel. 
M.  Suleau  was  next  called  for  by 
Theroigne  de  Mericourt  under  the 
appellation  of  the  abbe  Suleau,  by 
way  of  rendering  him  more  obnox- 
ious ;  and  after  a  long  but  inefFeftual 
ftruggle  butchered  without  mercy. 
Six  more  fliared  the  fame  miferable 
fate.  The  heads  of  the  vv-hole  nine 
were  then  fevered  from  their  bodies, 
placed  on  pikes,  and  borne  in  triumph 
through  the  flreets.  Two  of  the 
eleven  had  previoufly  broken  from 
thf  guard,  and  efcaped  daring  the  tu- 
rn uit  and  confufion  of  the  mxillacre. 

So  early  as  about  feven  o'clock, 
the  diiTerent  columns  of  the  infur- 
gents Cv^mmenced  their  march  ia 
military  order  totheThuilleries;  but 
did  not  efi'eit  a  paflage  through  the 
outer  gates  till  near  nine,  when  they 
pulhed  their  wav  into  the  Caroufel. 
Shortly  after  they  forced  the  Porte 
Royale,  and  drew  up  in  order  of  bat- 
tle before  the  palace.  The  depar- 
ture of  the  king  had  much  weak- 
ened the  means  of  defence,  and 
likewife  occafioned  the  abfence  of 
feveral  comm.anding  officers.  Pre- 
vious alfo  to  his  leaving  the  Thuil- 
leries,  Louis  had  given  Uriel  orders 
to  the  troops  not  to  fire  on  the  peo- 
ph  ;  orders,  which  appeared  almoft 
unnecefTiry,  as  the  defenders  of  the 
Thuilleries  were  infinitely  inferior 
in  point  of  numbers  to  the  aflailants; 
and  as  the  lives  of  the  royal  fa- 
mily were  no  longer  to  be  protefted 
there. 

The  crowds  that  filled  the  courts 
exceeded  all  calculation.  It  was 
fuppofed  that  not  lefs  than  one  hun- 
dred thoufand  perfons  had  afTembled 
on  the  occ.ifion,  T.heir  cannon  a- 
mounted  to  thirty  pieces. 

Shortly  after  their  irruption 
through  the  Porte  Royale,  one  of  the 

part)'. 
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partv,an  officer  of  the  national  guard, 
advanced  at  the  head  of  about  a 
^O'/en  men  towards  the  palace,  and 
leizing  five  of  the  Swifs  guard 
on  duty  at  their  pofls,  difarmed 
them.  Encouraged  by  this  fuccefs, 
the  iangulnary  crevv  rufhed  forwardb 
in  a  tumultuous  manner,  and  beat 
OL-^t  the  brains  of  their  difarmed 
priibners  with  clubs ;  their  leader, 
having  previouily  difcharged  a  pif- 
lol  againft  the  wails  of  t'le  pa- 
iace,  which  v>a.s  p"ob;ibiy  intended 
as  a  i}gnal  for  the  afialiination.  Ic 
appears,  however,  that  notwithftand- 
iv.g  this  atrocious  aft  of  aggreflion, 
liic  Swifs  guards  were  unwilling  to 
violate  the  crdcrs  given  them,  not 
to  Ere  on  the  people.  They  came 
unarmed  before  the  crowd,  and  en- 
ircated  refped  for  the  dwelling  of 
their  I'overeign.  But  they  were  re- 
ceived with  every  exprelHon  of  the 
moft  malignant  hatred  by  the  in- 
furgents,  who  furioufiy  demanded 
to  be  led  againft  them.  The  ele- 
vation of  four  heads,  probably  thofe 
Oi  the  murdered  Swifs,  Ihick  upon 
pikes,  is  fuppofcd  to  have  been  the 
iignal  of  attack ;  as  the  cannon, 
which  had  been  introduced  ii:to  the 
court,  were  immediately  difcharged 
r.gainii  the  palace  * .  This  new  aft 
of  hoiHlity  was  anfwered  on  the 
part  of  the  Swifs,  only  by  a  dif- 
charge  of  mufquetry  in  the  air,  from 
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the  ten-ace  of  the  Feuillans.  But 
the  attack  ftill  continuing,  and  no 
profpeft  appearing  but  that  of  im- 
mediate maiTacre,  they  refolved  at 
laft  10  repel  forge  by  force.  A  heavy 
fire  was  accordinglv  commenced 
from  the  windows  of  the  palace. 

In  fpite  of  the  fuperioriiy  of  num- 
bers, and  the  parade  of  artillery  on 
the  fide  of  the  infurgents,  the  court 
was  cleared  almoft  in  a  moment, 
and  the  canno'.i  abandoned.  A  de- 
tachment of  the  conquerers  then  dc- 
fcended  into  the  court,  and  advanc- 
ing to  the  Pcrte  Royale,  through 
whieh  the  fugitives  had  precipi- 
tated themfelvef,  fired  on  thofe  that 
yet  lingered  in  the  Caroufel,  or  had 
not  been  able,  in  confequer.ee  of  the 
prefs,  to  cfFcft  their  efcape.  The 
conflernation,  which  took  place  in 
the  adjoining  Ibeets,  exceeded  all 
defcription.  So  great  was  the  conr 
fufion  which  reigned  among  the  fu- 
gitives, that  two  of  their  own  party 
(Federates  from  Brcll)  were  feized 
by  miilake,  from  the  ciicumrtanceof 
their  uniform  rcfembling  that  of  the 
Swifs,  and  inaflacred  in  the  tumult. 
While  one  detachment  was  employed 
in  clearing  the  courts  of  the  Thiiilie- 
ries,  another  proceeded  towards  the 
terrace  of  the  Feuillans,  near  which 
they  feized  feveral  pieces  of  cannon 
abandoned  by  the  infurgents,  who 
neverthelefs  fired  on  them  from  the 


*■  The  facl  of  aggreflion  is  undeniably  proved  by  tlie  Proces-  Verbal  of  tlie  na- 
tional affenibly,  drawn  up  at  the  very  niunient,  and  by  an  authority  that  can  be 
Vtider  no  fcfpicion  of  p;'.rtiality  to  the  royal  cauie.  Tlie  following  is  an  extraft.. 
♦<  Un  officier  municipal,  et  M.  Doucet,  adjutant  de  ia  fixieme  legion  de  la  garde 
«'  nationale,  viennent  annoncer  qu'au  Carouzel  on  braque  les  canons  contre  le 
•'  cliattau,  et  qu'on  paroit  le  dUpofer  a  le  forcer.  Un  coup  de  canon  fe  fait 
«'  entendre.  Les  coups  de  canon  redoublent.  Une  decharge  de  moufqueterie 
*♦  le  ta;t  fcr  le  terralfc  des  Feuillans.  Bientot  on  ell  inftruit  que  la  decharge  de 
**  mcufqueterie  a  t'.e  faite  par  uu  compngnie  de  Suilfes,  qui  ii  tire  en  Tasr." 
The  otiier  circmnllances  are  taken  ironi  "  Hilloirede  la  Confpiration  du  lo  Aout 
*«  1793..  p:u-  M.  L.  C.  Bigot  de  St  Croix  j"  Clcry's.  narrativej  and  other  refpec- 
tablc  authorities, 

terrace. 
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terrace,  and  killed  about  tl^.ty. 
The  fire  was  returned  with  connder- 
able  effea,  but  their  numbers  were 
not  Tutficient  to  refill  the  attack  of 
the  innumerable  {"warms  on  tae  ter- 
race. , 

During  this  enca-ement,  the  corps 
of  crentlemen  in  the  inner  part  ot 
the'palace,  and  the  national  guards 
ftill  on  duty  there.  Hood  idle  ipec- 
tators  of  the  bloody  icene,  tne  ior- 
mer,  probably,  from  a  Ucticisncy  of 
arms  and  ammunition,  the  latier 
from  a  difinclinatiou  to  iupport  tne 
caufe  of  the  Swlfs. 

When  the  report  of  the  cannon 
was  heard  at  the  national  aliembly, 
the  oreatell  confternation  tor  a  time 
pre>^iiled.     The  king  declared,  that 
he  had  given  dlrcaions  to  tne  S.vils 
not  to  fire.     M.  d'Hervilly  was  m- 
ftantly  dilpatched  to  the  Thunleries 
with 'orders    to    march   the  troops 
from  thence,  and  bring  them  to  tiie 
affcmbly.     He  there  tret  with  that 
detachment,    amounting   in  all   to 
about     ICO    men,   which   had   dc- 
fcended   to  clear  the   courts;    and 
prevailed  upon  them  to  quit  tiie  pa- 
lace,  and  accompany  him  back  to 
the  hall  of  the  affembly.     On  their 
p-^<Tage   thither,  the  populace  tired 
upon  them  from  all  points,  as  tjiey 
%vcre  marching  through  the  garden. 
and  dearoyed  near  a  third  of  me.r 
numbc-r.      The   fire   was    retuvncd 
but  feebly,  from  a  warvt  of  ammuni- 
tion. After  their  arrival  at  thcaltem- 
bly,   they  were  difarmed,  ana  llript 
of  their  uniforms,  which,  being  de- 
livered to  the  people,  were  c-rned 
in  triumph  through  the  i^reets 

In  lefs  than  an  hour  af.er  t.ie^. 
firft  defeat,  the  infurgents  again  a.- 
fembled  in  the  courts,  ^^^  ^■^'J^- 
duced  a  frefti  lupply  oi  artdiery 
The  engagement  recommenced  mh 
the  difcharge  of  ihcir  cannon,  vvnich 
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continued  for  nearly  a  quarter  of 
an  hour  without  producing  much 
effea  At  length  they  fucceeded 
in  getting  into  the  garden,  and  were 
t'us  enabled  to  attack  the  palace 
on  every  fide.  From  this  y<no<i 
a'l  refi'hmce  became inefreaual,  par- 
ticularly as  the  Swifs  were  :/reatly 
reduced  in  number,  and  fuund  their 
ammunition  fail  them.. 

On  the  firft  renewal  of  the  cora- 
b?t.  the  corps  of  gentlemen  retired 
inio  an  inner  apartment  to  conlu.t 
what  meafures  were  beft  to  be  pur- 
fued.     It  was  at   lall  relolved   to 
force  a  palTage,  ifpoiTible    totue 
national  alfeinbly.     Wuh  thi5  viev7 
they  rallied  all  the  Swils  they  could 
find,  vith    a    few  of  the  national 
guu-ds,  and   defccnded  in  a  body, 
amounting  in  all  to  full  five  hur-dred 
men,  nearly  three  hundred  of  whom 
were    Swifs.      The   gate   through 
uhich  they  attempted  to  pa.s,w^3 
expofed  to  the   fire  of  fome   bat- 
talions   of  .  infurgents      who    had 
co^ed  thenfelves  at  the  Porte  Ro- 
vale.     In  c£eaing  this  pa-::age, only 
iwo  gentlemen   were  wounded,  but 
the  Swifs   fuffered  confiderably,  as 
t^^e  red   colour   of  their    unitorms 
particularly  diilinguiihedihem.  Di- 
viding tliemfelves  into  imadcr  bo- 
dies,   they  then  hurrfed    along  the 
garden  in  different  dircaions..     O. 
U^.ofe,  who  took  the  neaveil  tine  to 
the  alfembly.feveral  fell  by  tlie  fire 
from  the  terrace  oi  tne  touil.ans 
-^nd  even  that  of  the  rational  guard, 
Vnohadbeenpoftedinvarious  parts 

of  the  garden  for  the  defence  ot  .he 

Thuillerries.   A  great  number  e.cap. 

edbv  the  Champ.  Ely  fees.  As  they 
,  haftened  through  the  Itreets  tnc^ 
.     uniform  unfortunately  marked  .h.m 

out  for  maflacre.     No  quarter  was 

•     civen   them,  wherever   they   were 

found,  .ithou-h  ibme  oi  them  joined 
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in  the  popular  cries  and  fhouts  with 
the  hope  of  conciliating  the  good 
will  of  the  multitude.  The  huma- 
riity,  however,  of  a  few  individuals, 
preferved  a  fmall  number,  who 
fought  protedion  in  private  houfes. 

Within  the  palace  a  ftill  more 
<7readful  fate  awaited  the  remaining 
Svvifs,  who  were  put  to  death  in  the 
mofl  unfeeling  manner.  Several 
of  them,  begging  for  mercy  on 
their  knees,  were  feized  in  that 
attitude,  and  inllantly  thrown  out 
of  the  windows  into  the  court  be- 
low. Of  the  whole  regiment  not 
inore  than  one  hundred  and  eighty 
furvived,  including  thofe  v/ho  firlt 
accompanied  the  king,  and  after- 
wards M.  d'Hcrvilly,  to  the  afl'em- 
bly.  The  national  gunrds,  with 
very  few  exceptions,  at  different 
periods  of  the  attack  joined  the 
aflailants  ;  and  unfeelingly  afiilled  in 
the  purfuit  and  murder  of  their 
comrades,  of  thofe  very  men,  with 
whom  a  few  hours  before  they  had 
been  united  in  the  difcharge  of  a 
common  duty,  and  with  whom  they 
were  in  the  habit  of  a  familiar  in- 
tercourfe. 

The  mafiacre  within  the  Thuil- 
leries  was  not  conhned  to  the  brave 
Swifs  ;  but  every  perfon  found 
there,  even  the  loweft  of  the  royal 
domeftics,  was  indifcriminately  put 
to  the  fvvord.  "he  maflacre  was 
fucceedeJ  hv  a  general  plunder. 

It  is  .elt'om  that  the  exaft  num- 
ber of  the  flain,  in  an  infurredion 
of  fuch  magnitude,  can  be  accurate- 
ly afcertaini  d.  The  beft  accounts 
ilate,  that  on  one  fide,  befides  the 
Swifs  already  mentioned,  fell  r^bout 
£ve  pjentlemen,  a  hundred  loyal 
domeftics,  and  twenty  of  the  na- 
tional guards  who  had  remained 
faithful  to  their  duty;  and  that  on 
the  other  fide  full  three  thouiand 
Parifians,  and  five  hundred  Fede- 
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rates  and  aflaflins,  many  of  whom 
had  been  bufy,  not  only  in  the  for- 
mer murders  of  the  capital,  but  of 
Avignon  and  Nimes,  were  flain  in 
this  bloody  conteft. 

The  aficmbly,  which  at  firll:  af- 
fedled  to  fulpend  its  decifion  on 
the  formation  a-nd  authority  of  the 
new  municipality,  grew  bolder,  as 
the  fuccefs  of  the  infurredlion 
feemed  more  afiured,  and  ultimate- 
ly took  open  part  with  the  confpi- 
rators.  The  fitting  was  made  per- 
manent. All  decrees,  not  already 
fandlioned,  were  voted  to  have  the 
force  of  laws.  A  national  con- 
vention, to  fettle  the  future  go- 
vernment, was  fummoned.  The 
king,  in  the  mean  time,  was  pro- 
vifionally  fufpended  from  his  func- 
tions, and,  with  his  family,  commit- 
ted to  the  clofe  cuftody  of  the  mu- 
nicipality formed  for  his  deftruc- 
tion  ;  while  his  power  was  to  be 
exercifed  by  a  new  executive  coun- 
cil, appointed  by  the  afiembly.  The 
three  difmilTed  minifters  of  courfe 
were  placed  at  the  head  of  it,  in 
their  old  olRces;and  with  them 
were  joined  M.  Monge,  as  minilter 
of  the  marine;  M.  Le  Brun,  as 
minifter  of  the  foreign  department ; 
and,  for  his  afferted  merits  in  the  - 
late  infurredion,  Danton,  the  great 
leader  of  the  Cordeliers,  as  minifler 
of  juftlce. 

The  former  minif^ers,  fuch  of 
the  juftices  of  peace  as  had  honcft- 
ly  done  their  duty,  and  the  mcft 
obnoxious  of  the  Royalifts  and  Feuil- 
lans,  were  feized,  as  many  of  them  as 
could  be  found,  and  thrown  into 
prifon.  Three  commiffioners  were 
alfo  difpatched  to  each  of  the  ar- 
mies, with  authority  to  remove  all 
civil  and  military  officers,  whom 
they  might  think  dangerous.  La 
Fayette,  knowing  that  he  could 
expecl  no  favour,  prevailed  on  the 
magiftrates 
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magiftrates  of  Sedan  to  arreft  the 
commiflioners,  who  were  coming 
to  his  army ;  but  after  fome  days 
of  indecifion,  finding  the  attach- 
ment of  his  foldiers  begin  to  flack- 
en,  and  fearful  of  falling  into  the 
hands  of  his  enemies,  he  fled,  with 
his  principal  llafF  officers,  in  the 
night ;  and  not  long  after  he  had 
pafTed  the  frontiers,  was  met,  on 
the  territory  of  Liege,  by  an  ad- 
vanced party  of  the  combined 
forces,  which  were  now  approach- 
ing France.  They  were  willing  to 
receive  him  and  his  officers  as 
friends ;  but  he  refufed  to  join  the 
flandard  of  the  French  princes, 
and  claimed  the  neutrality  of  that 
territory,  which  he  himfelf  had 
been  the  firft  to  violate.  It  was  not 
allowed ;  and  he,  with  three  of  his 
companions,  who,  like  him,  had 
been  members  of  the  firft  affembly, 
was  detained  a  prlloner  of  war ; 
the  reft  were  finally  releafed.  M. 
DumourJer  was  immediately  pro- 
moted to  the  command,  which  La 
Fayette    had    vacated.     It  hardly 


feemed  a  temptation  to  the  boldeft 
ambition.  He  accepted  it,  how- 
ever, and  prepared  with  a  divided 
and  enfeebled  army,  to  oppofe  the 
firft  generals  of  the  age,  at  the 
head  of  veteran  troops. 

But  the  ways  of  Providence  are 
myfterious.  We  fhall  hereafter  have 
occafion  to  relate  the  fuccels  of  the 
French  general,  in  baffling  an  inva- 
fion,  which,  in  the  common  opinion 
of  Europe,  was  irrcfiltible  ;  over- 
running the  Auftrian  Netherlands; 
carrying  his  arms  into  the  heart  of 
the  United  Provinces;  and,  on  the 
firft  reverfe  of  fortune,  compelled  to 
follow  the  example  of  his  prede- 
ceftbr;  while  they,  who  by  their 
decifive  viftory  over  the  monarchv 
on  the  loth  of  Auguft,  feemed  to 
have  become  the  triumphant  mafters 
of  the  French  empire,  foon  found,  to 
their  afflidion  and  confufion,  that 
they  had  furnillied  the  means,  the 
precedent,  and  the  pretences  for 
their  own  deftruflion,  in  the  very  aft 
of  overturning  the  throne  of  their 
kinir- 
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